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29eTrCcati0n* 


TO  PRESBYTERIANS   IN   NEW  ENGLAND. 

Respected  Fbiends  : — Our  *'  Form  of  souud  words,"  embraoing  doo- 
trine,  worship,  goyernmeiit  and  discipline,  is  not  ephemeral.  As  a  more 
exact  embodiment  of  revealed  truth,  than  is  found  elsewhere  among  human 
productions,  it  will  be  perpetuated. 

Both  Prel^y  and  Congregationalism  borrow  our  axle  to  keep  their 
wheels  in  motion. 

They  could  not  usefully  exist  without  at  least  some  consultative,  if  not 
Judicial  representation. 

As  we  see,  in  the  case  of  the  seven  churches  in  Lesser  Asia,  the  influ* 
ence  of  revealed  truth  is  not  always  equable  and  enduring.  It  performs 
its  mission  successfully,  in  proportion  to  the  faithfulness  of  its  professors. 

I^t  tu  therefore  be  "  valiant  for  the  truth  in  the  earthy"  and  be  "judged 
faithful  to  the  Lord  " — ''  followers  of  them  who  through  faith  and  patience 
inherit  the  promises." 

Thi^  work  is  written,  that,  you  may  know  something  of  the  doctrine, 
faitli  fulness,  endurance  and  success  or  otherwise,  of  Presbyterians  in  former 
iTpnerations  here— under  the  overshadowing  influence  of  a  different  church , 
p'lliiy — sustained  by  the  civil  power.' 

It  is  "  written  for  the  generation  to  come :  and  the  people  which  shall  be 

created  shall  praise  the  Lord." 

(8) 


PREFACE. 

By  traoinsf  records  and  from  other  aouroes  of  information  a 
histtirv  of  Presbyterinnisin  in  that  State  could  without  miicli 
difUcully  be  presented,  (or  the  population  are  not  religiously 
"(Civi-ii  to  change;''  while  (excepting  among  the  some  25,000,- 
OdO.  in  England  and  Walts,  thi^re  are  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
tlinw  seels),  we  have  among  the  4,100,438  people  in  New  Eng- 
laml,  th«  miiet  shifting  quicksands  of  religious  opinion  in  doc- 
trine Hnd  worship  to  be  found  in  Christendom. 

Congr«gationaliam,  springing  up  within  the  Northern  Virgi- 
Bi«  ptentations  as  a  colonial  religion,  bad  from  its  infancy  an 
■xcltulre  theocracy.  "Ileftheltev.  John  Cotton)  found  (he 
wtiolo  country  in  a  per|>1fxed  and  divided  state  as  to  their  civil 
eonatitntinn,  and  was  refjiiested,  from  the  laws  wherewith  God 
(oreniM  his  ancient  pt^ople,  to  form  an  nbttmct  of  such  as  were 
M  moral  and  Uating  equity,  which  he  did  acceptably  and  judi- 
ciously. But  inH^tntico  as  nu  Atkeninn  Democruen  was  in  tlio 
noula  of  the  Government  liy  the  Royal  Charter,  wViicli  was  then 
Mted  upon.  Mr.  Cotton  eftectually  recommended  it  imto  them, 
that  none  should  be  electors,  nor  elected  therein,  except  such  aa 
were  visible  subjects  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  personally  con- 
IMerutMl  in  ntir  churches.  In  these  and  many  otlier  ways,  he 
propoutiiled  unto  them  an  endeavor  after  a  theocracy,  as  near 
as  miglil  bt*  1o  that  of  Israel." 

(Mather,  Mng.,  vol.  1,  pp.  266,  6.) 

It  was  tliencefortti,  while  the  charter  was  in  force,  "  the 
■word  of  tlie  Ijord  and  of  Gideon."  When,  in  after  generations, 
tills  was  jiartiMliy  set  aside,  by  "  half  way  covenants  "  and  other 
onsioms.  from  her  ecclesiastical  order,  there  sprang  forth  not  a 
fnw  MM-ls,  which  by  division  and  combination  are  still  being 
iBnIllplied. 

Tb«ee.  when  combined  by  the  tie  of  species,  to  Presbyterian- 
ton  and  Episcopacy,  present  a  veir  formidable  opposition, 
wUeh  extensively  compels  them,  in  Kew  England,  at  least,  to 
confurin  to  her  usiwes.  customs,  logic,  and  vocabulary. 

Il«Bc«,  their  "church  order,"  being  "autflciently  divine  by 
tlw  unnner  in  which  it  took  its  rise  iu  New  England,"  has  so 
far  |«-rmeat«d  Fresbyterianism  itself,  as  to  subsist  at  times  un- 
der Its  shadow  and  to  increasingly  revolutioniKe  all  that  was 
fnrax'rly  reliable :  not  only  by  its  spurious  effects  upon  govem- 
nenl,  bal  extensively  in  doctrine  and  especially  iu  the  matter 
•ml  tnanuer  of  praise  in  divine  worship. 

firm  tlien,  beyond  paucity  of  material,  a  limited  Held  and 
local  hostility,  while  the  writer  cannot  harmonize  with  the 
fctrgvit  portion  of  the  Presbyterian  family  in  the  United  States, 
wbn.  (ronn  tli<- stanilixilntnf  llieirownecclesiasticat constitution 
for  tltn  llrst  tirty  yrnrs  of  their  history  (the  Westminster  Stand- 
Kidai,  e»[-ecliilly  in  the  matter  and  manner  of  divine  praise  in 
nllcK>u9  wurahip,  have  become  not  a  little  Congregationalize*— 
..J.  -  "It  1»  still  much  more  difficult.  Sir,  by  "thtia saying  t) — 
-'     ■   laalso."    (Luke  xi. 45.) 


ThisofEencehe  would  desire  sacredly  to  avoid,  did  trntli  permit,  J 

"  It  is  impossible,  but  that  ofieiices  wili  come  "  (Lnlte  xvii.  1);^ 
and  wliiiB"ivoe  is  unto  him  through  whom  tliey  come"  yet,  by  ' 
presenting  tlioae  symbols  of  the  common  Fresoyteriiti)  faith, 
which  have  stood  the  test  of  time  for  centuries,  and  noting  de- 
partures from  them  as  they  have  arisen,  the  diversity  of  secta- 
tian  divisions  domiciled  by  the  elasticity  of  conscience  in  our 
^e,  under  the  nume  can  be  thus  more  intelligently  arranged 
and  correctly  valued.  Beside  this,  here  we  especially  see,  the 
vast  disadvantage  under  which  rresbvterians  are  placed  in  New 
Englund,  while  they  with  their  moral  woitli,  industry  and  zeal 
support  that  civil  government  which  is  supposed  to  protect  them 
in  the  enjoyment  of  liberty  and  the  purauit  of  happiness. 

Again,  in  order  that  the  reader  may  be  aided  id  ascertaining 
what  Congregationalism  is  aiidin  discovering  the  utter  irrecon- 
cilability of  the  two  species,  it  and  Presbyterianiam,  tlie  author 
here  presents ^from  the  pens  of  their  own  writers,  under  the 
former  polity, 'first,  the  "covenant,"  which  is  the  comer-stone  of 
their  tiftiliated  superstructure,  the  germ,  the  mother  one  of  their 


The  first  church  Boston  "  was  gathered  August  27th,  1680, 
under  tlie  following  Covenant :  "  In  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  in  obedience  to  his  holy  will  and  divine  ordinance,— 
We,  whose  names  are  hereunder  written,  being  by  his  most 
wise  and  good  providence  brought  together  into  this  part  of 
America,  iu  the  Bay  of  Massachusetts :  and  desirous  to  unite 
oui-selves  into  one  congregation  or  church  under  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  our  Head,  in  sucli  sort  as  becometh  all  those  whom 
be  hath  redeemed  and  sanctified  unto  himself,  do  hereby  solemnly 
and  religiously  (as  in  his  most  holy  preseuce)  promise  and  biua 
ourselves  to  walk  in  all  our  ways,  according  to  the  rule  of  tbe 

Sfospel,  and  in  all  sincere  conformity  to  his  holy  ordinances,  and 
n  mutual  love  and  respect  to  each  other,  so  near  as  Uod  shall 
give  us  grace." 

This  "  Covenant  "  remains  unchanged,  although  the  church 
Is  now  Unitarian,  as  is  also  the  first  cbureh  of  tlieir  order,  that 
of  Salffln.  Mass.    (Dr.  B.  Ellis.) 

Secondly.  The  following  clear  statemeut  is  given  235  years 
after  "  Congregationalism  took  its  rise  in  New  England,"  and 
to  it  the  writer  trusts,  no  exceptions  will  be  taken,  as  the  sys- 
tem is,  he  believes,  here  In  theory  fairly  presented.  It  is  from 
the  "  Ec.  Trao.,"  of  April  23d,  1864,  which  says  : 

"  A  writer  iu  tbe  Recorder  of  this  week  tbua  defines  Congrega- 
tionalism : 

"  The  independent  churches  of  this  country  who  adhered  to 
the  faith  and  worship  of  the  Puritans,  were  early  driven  by  their 
isolation  to  congregate  together  for  mutual  encouragement  and 
counsel.  This  necessity  originated  Congregationalism,  or  at 
least  first  gave  it  currency.  If  it  is  not  an  American  term  it 
came  into  general  use  firat  in  this  country,  and  to  tins  day  is 
but  little  used  among  our  English  brethren. 


"  Its  theory  is  that  the  local  church  parts  with  none  of  its  rights 
to  seK-oi-gauization  and  self-govern niPnt  by  consenting  to  the 
usage  of  ai^kinu  advice  from  neiirlibot'ing  cliurches,  in  certain 
When  the  jKiators  and  rielegalea  of  invited  churches 
lie,  the  convocation  is  ualled  an  Ecclesiastical  Ooutidl,  . 
«  province  is  to  give  advice  only  on  the  subjects  referred  to  1 
[  In  tbefeuvrmissire.  It  has  no  jmlicial  or  legislative  functions.  \ 
I  it  cu>  bind  uobody  by  its  deciuion  without  the  consent  of  tho 
I  Muty.  It  lias  no  autliority  to  try,  or  vtinish,  or  to  perpetuate 
I  itsdoinga  by  permanent  I'ecord^.  It  has  no  Manual  of  Discip- 
I  IJn*.  no  Kules  and  Orders  to  govern  its  proceedings.  It  is  aim- 
L  pljr  M  traneient  convocation,  w)iich  ex|)ires  forever  when  it  ad- 
I  Jtmrns  without  day.  How  sttch  a  body  can  be  confounded 
Iwftfa&n  EccleaiasticalCourt.it  i!<  dinicult  to  understand;  and 
I  JVt.  there  has  scarcely  been  nw  imixirtant  council,  from  the  days 
I  at  Cottoti  Mather  to  the  preKetit  lime,  which  has  not  put 
tfta  Judicial  airs  and  assumed  to  approtiriate  to  itself  the  terms 
I  of  eMttblished  courts. 

■•It  la  a  beautiful  exiilbltinn  of  Christian  liberty  and  church 
"**r  when  bretliren,  or  local  chnrchea,  in  their  perplexities 
T  importatib movements,  Ciill  togetlier  their  sympathizing 
—  who  are  perhaps  as  well  informed  of  the  facta  in  Iho 

Prties  tliemselves,  and  better  quaHUed  to  judge, 
their  fraternal  counsel,  without  the  forms  of 
^orof  trial.  Advice,  wiien  so  given,  in  the  spirit  of  the 
,  fa  more  truly  jiolent  than  any  decisions  of  Geuetal 
bliea.  or  orders  of  tlie  Bishop,  or  bulls  of  tlie  Pope. 
-  lu  tliesL-  limes  of  progressive  liberty,  it  is  vital  to  the  exlst- 
narat  the  CdiigregationiLi  polity  that  tlie  simplicity  of  its  theory 
'd  Iw  periH'tuated  in  its  practice.  Pure  Congregationalism 
it  bear  the  Icist  mixture  of  authority  from  without  the 
lent  church.  The  touch  even  of  Consociation  soils 
_  Uie  churches  do  not  like  the  action  of  cotmcils,  the 
Jf  Is  always  easy ;  they  have  only  to  fall  luck  upon  their 
■"'— ice.  If  a  code  of  laws  is  tliouglit  to  lie  needful  for 
mment,  they  may  well  take  one  of  the  numerous  sys- 
wty  extant  in  other  denominations— it  matters  tittle 
liavld  would  probably  have  lived  about  as  long  if  he 
t  into  the  valley  of  Kluh,  with  Saul's  armor  on,  to 
„„Ji,  as  Congregationalism  can  at  the  present  time,  with 
..(  statutes  and  precedents  and  ecclesiastical  lawyers  to 
Ipthmii."  That  these  polities  are  distinct  species,  which 
rlHtransmuted,  the  subsequent  historical  statements 
'r,  while  their  specific  influences  upon  the  welfare  of 
_  S  may  li«  extensively  learned  ;  wheip  tlie  one  has  hud  the  full 
roiiport unity  of  developing  its  entiif  iiatmi>  ainl  tendeneiea,  of 
I  wlikti  the  otlier,  on  the  same  soil,  h;iH  hi-rii  tiy  it  deiirivcil, 
I  "  Tbe  iiutslion  is  alwaj's,  not  whethifr  iie(;oiii|)1isiimf  nln,  and 
■  Tirtoeaani)  ptety  exist  within  this  or  that  .system,  but  simtily 
~'  "  r  tlie  system  itself  be  good  or  evil"  (Isaac  Taylort. 
;,  Uiat  imperfect  as  it  uevessarily  is,  it  may  stimulate  the'" 
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inquirer  after  truth,  in  distinguishing  things  that  differ,  to 
"  earnestly  contend  for  the  faith  which  was  once  delivered  unto 
the  saints ;  "  in  subserviency  to  the  honor  of  her  King  and  the 
glory  of  the  Head  of  the  Church,  this  work  is  submitted  to  the 
candor  of  the  reader,  by 

The  Authob. 

PHILADBLPBXA,  1881. 


Throwtj  by  Divine  Providence  among  Presbyterians,  who 
Wtm  "slvangers  in  antrange  land,"  and  subsequently  called  to 
laclaim  (if  pmctieabte)  the  church  estate  entailed  for  their 
denoiDlnAtional  use  in  the  New  Enelnnd  metropolis,  tlie  equitr 
of  title  ui  wliich  WHS  once  enjoyed  by  our  pastor,  church  and 
oongngation,  by  our  Presbytery  and  Synod  "of  the  bonnda;" 
but.  perveiled  first,  by  schism,  imd  then  by  furtive  and  huaty 
local  lesialati on,  impairing  the  obligations  of  a  contract,  in  vio- 
tatiun  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  it  became  ne- 
cmsHT)-  for  the  writer  to  examine  existing  records  of  chui-ch 
coiirta. 

Tlib  duty  and  privilege  opened  to  him  a  new  field  of  study 
and  obeervation,  of  which,  in  common  witli  others,  he  baa 
known  but  a  little. 

A*  the  records  were  extensively  lost,  a  knowledge  of  the  prin- 
elptes,  privations,  sectarian  oppression,  and  toils,  of  his  denotn* 
t^tioniil  predecessors  were  floating  into  oblivion,  and  while  the 
luune  survived,  those  who  then  wore  it  were  extensively  suo- 
Ciunblng  before  a  different  species  of  ecclesiastical  polity. 

From  these  and  similar  facts,  ou  consideration,  lie  tliougbt, 
that  A  cimtribution,  not  yet  written,  miccht  be  made  to  tlie  als- 
tor7  of  A  portion  of  the  church  militant,  that  in  an  historic  form^ 
n  mlKbt "  strengthen  the  tbincs  that  remain  and  are  ready  to 
die,"  while  the  workings  of  Divine  Providence  towards  and 
with  our  people,  may  afford  a  melancholy  interest  to  thoso 
Wbiise  hearts  still  "  tremble  for  the  ark  of  God" 

In  attempting  to  do  this,  his  dilliculty  was  much  increased,  by 
Um  rharigeti,  which  have  been  (and  are  being)  rung,  on  and  un- 
d«  tli«  si>ecilic  name,  Presbyterian,  in  twohundred  years.  In 
tltr  (.Kiincil  »t  Kdinhurgh  in  a.d.  1»T7,  no  less  than  forty-nine 
d)vt>i|i.Ti>  w.rc  found  to  take  shelter  under  the  general  name. 
IlfiLo-  N'Uie  ty)>e  of  it  must  be  selected,  as  an  approximation  to 
a  •ixn<l;>Ml.  and  (inding,  that,  that  one  which  Brit iel i  P res. 
tpytritaiiii  havn  tivi^r  brouebt  to  America,  is  more  extensively 
trntburtted  by  divine  revelation  than  any  other,  the  writer  as- 
■■■n  U,  (ezceptlDg,  the  cbapt«ra,  circa  tocra),  as  the  criterion 
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of  comparison  and  the  most  scriptural  existing  human  "  forn 
of  sound  words." 

This  (the  Westminster  Confession  of  Faith  and  Ciitecliisms, 
drawn  up  by  godly  men  under  solemn  vow),  prespnt'i  tliat  "  fonn 
of  doctrine  wliicli  ia  according  to  godliness"  (witli  the  above 
exceptions),  with  almost  the  entire  accuracy  of  tlie  exact  sciences, 
while  it  stands  out  in  contrast  with  the  modei'n  ideas,  tlmt,  "  the 
manner  in  which  Congregationalism  took  its  rise  in  New  Eng- 
land renders  it  snffleiently  divine,"  and  tliat  tliese  two  systems 
of  church  polity  are  all  but  the  same.  "Merely  a  question  of 
church  government,  where  no  substantial  principle  of  religion 
is  involved"  (Son.  W.  Willis). 

Tlie  manly  utterance  of  the  editor  of  "  the  Omiqrfgationahsl " 
of  December,  1880,  is  "  worthy  of  all  aceejitation  : '' "  such  taJkas 
that  Congregationalism  and  Presbyterian  ism  are  but  twins,  oi^y 
to  be  separately  identified  by  blue  and  red  ribbons,  is  exceed- 
ingly  superficial  and  unworthy  ttie  dignity  of  serious  and  candid 
minds."  In  honor  to  the  truth,  ho  distinguishes  things  that 
differ,  he  has  a  fnjl  right  to  his  own  opinions,  is  able  to  express 
them,  and  in  so  far  us  this  worlf  may  be  in  opposition  to  hia 
views,  it  is  trusted  tliat  he  will  have  only  honorable  compe- 
tition, while  the  writer  endeavors  to  shew  the  "more  excellent 

i'iie  task  undertaken  is  one  of  vast  difficulty.  If  it  were  sim- 
ply to  write  the  history  of  PresVivterianism  in  any  other  part  of 
tlie  Union,  so  far  as  facts  could  be  presented  tliat  might  be 
easily  done. 

Take  Virginia  for  example.  In  it  also  Presbyterians  were 
osti-acized  by  civil  law. 

"  In  lM2a  law  was  viassedforliidding  any  other  than  an  Episco- 
pal minister  to  officiate  tn  the  er>]on^*."  The  restraininginfliiences 
of  the  civil  power  were  for  eene rations  felt.  CJonsequeutly,  says 
the  Kev.  Dr.  Miller,  when  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Tennaut  and  Find* 
ley  were  sent  for,  in  1T45,  to  preach  to  a  company  of  si  liners,  who 
had  been  awakened  by  reading  the  Bilile  and  practical  religious 
books,  they  must  obtain  license  of  the  governor,  liefore  they 
•ould,  to  them,  "preach  Christ."  There  also,  the  governor 
could,  only  witfi  great  difflculty,  iirevail  on  the  court  not  to  re- 
voke the  license  whicli  he  had  granted  to  the  eminent  Rev. 
Samuel  Davies,  and  send  )iim  oitt  of  the  colony,  and  thire  also, 
the  venerable  Hev.  John  Rogers,  D.  D.,  who  died  so  recently  aa 
1611,  was  forbidden  to  preaeli,  "  under  penalty  of  £500,  and  a 

Sear's  imprisonment,  witliont  bail,  i>r  main  prize."  PrelaeT, 
owever,  did  not  "take  its  riw  in  Virginia,"  and  while  in  its 
three  divisions  there,  it  has  fifty  i)erc?nt.  of  the  churches,  yet, 
all  the  different  forms  of  religion  found  in  that  State,  are  alike, 
under  tlie  eye  of  tlie  civil  law,  abreast  of  each  other,  and  Pi'es- 
byterians  are  not  badgered  by  the  dominant  sect,  while  if  any 
new  ones  appear,  they  are  almost  wholly.  If  not  altogether 
ImiKirted. 
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On  the  mete  mention  of  New  England,  our  thoughta  ai»  1 
injniediately  directed  to  "  Plymouth  Rock."  ' 

There,  not  only  was  the  civil  polity,  but,  also,  the 
"  church  order  "  of  "  the  old  colony ''  adopted ;  and  what- 
ever might  have  been  "  the  form  of  Bound  words  "  chosen 
by  earlier  emiizrants,  if  there  were  any,  to  neighboring 
localities,  "the  Pilgrim  Fathers"  on  landing  at  that  spot, 
selected  and  determined  their  future  ecclesiastical  govern- 
ment. 

Not  withstanding  the  influences,  to  some  extent,  of  the 
specific  religious  views  of  their  previous  pastor,  the  Rev. 
John  Robinson,  being  a  people  extensively  familiar  with 
the  Bible  in  its  varied  adaptations,  in  doctrine,  worship 
and  discipline,  they  prepared  for  themseivea  a  code  ol 
church  polity  almost  wholly  in  unison  with  tiie  teachingB 
of  the  word  of  God. 

For  their  views  of  sound  doctrine  and  their  scriptural 
order  of  government,  they  were  previously  ou  the  Conti- 
nent extensively  indebted  to  the  labors  of  John  Knox  in  a 
former  generation.  I  refer  to  this,  their  chosen  system,  as 
the  first  tangible  outline  of  doctrine,  worshij)  and  of  eecle' 
siatitical  onb-r  adopted  in  those  colonies,  which  eventually 
formed  Ni'iv  lingland— the  history  of  Presbyter! anism  in 
which  I  U!i(K-rtake  iD.  V.)  to  write.  First,  "As  to  faith  and 
thi;  holy  sLicr^iments^thcy  believed  the  Doctrinal  Articles 
of  the  Cburcli  of  England,  as  also  of  the  llolbrmed 
Churches  of  Scotland,  Ireland,  France,  the  Palatinate, 
Geneva,  Switzerland  and  the  United  Provinces,  to  be 
agreeable  to  the  holy  oracles;  alloiving  all  the  pious  meoi' 
(11) 
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bcrs  of  the  churches  communion  with  them,  and  differing 
from  them  only  in  matters  purely  ecclesiastical." — {Prince, 
N.  E.  Chron.,  vol  i.,  p.  91.) 

The  successor  of  Mr.  Francis  Johnston  as  pastor  in  Am- 
sterdam in  1594-5,  was  "the  learned  Ainsworth."  He 
prepared  a  version  of  the  Psalms  in  metre.  These  the 
Pilgrims  in  all  their  pilgrimage  used.  In  their  "perils  in 
the  deep  and  perils  in  the  wildernesB  "  they  gave  to  "  God 
the  fruit  of  their  lips,"  and  "let  the  word  of  Christ  dwell 
in  thera  richly,"  not  in  the  sickly  sentimental  tones  of 
modern  organ-lofts,  but  from  the  fulnesa  of  hearts  made 
joyful  by  the  Rock  of  their  salvation.  In  their  adopted 
version  the  poetry  was  very  defective,  yet  for  sixty  years  it 
continued  to  be  the  psalmody  of  the  First  Church  in  Ply- 
mouth. In  the  utterance  of  their  praise  to  God  as  an 
act  of  worship,  they  sang  by  note ;  ana  while  the  version  of 
Ainsworth  continued  to  be  used,  they  sang  without  reading 
the  line.    Their  church  order  is  thus  recorded : 

"  Rule  3d,  of  church  government :  sec.  6th. 

"  That  the  officera  appointed  by  Christ  for  this  imbodied 
church  are,  in  some  respects,  of  three  sorts:  in  others  but 
two,  viz.:  1,  Pastors,  or  teaching  elders,  who  have  the 
power  both  of  overseeing,  teaching,  administering  the 
sacraments,  and  riding  too,  and  being  chiefly  to  give  tliem- 
aelvea  to  studying,  teaching  and  the  spiritual  care  of  the 
flock,  are,  therefore,  to  be  maintained. 

"  2.  Mere  ruling  elders,  who  are  to  help  the  pastor  in  over- 
seeing and  ruling;  that  their  offices  be  not  temporary,  as 
among  the  Dutch  and  French  churches,  but  continual. 
And  being  also  qualified  in  some  degree  to  teach,  they  ar& 
to  teach  only  occasionally,  through  necessity,  or  in  the 
pastor's  absence,  or  illness ;  but,  being  not  to  give  them- 
selves to  study,  or  teacliing,  they  have  no  need  of  mainte- 
nance. That,  the  elders  of  both  sorla  form  the  presbytery 
of  overseers  and  rulers,  which  should  be  in  every  particu- 
lar church,  and  are  in  Scripture  sometimes  called  presby- 
ters or  elders,  sometimes  bishops  or  overseers,  sometimes 
guides,  and  sometimes  rulers.  3.  Deacons,  who  are  to 
take  care  of  the  poor,  and  of  the  church's  treasure,  to  dis- 
tribute for  the  support  of  the  pastor,  the  supply  of  the 
needy,  the  propagation  of  religion,  and  to  minister  at  the 
Lord's  table."     (Prince,  N.  E.  Chron.,  p.  92.)     In  this,  so 
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tar  &a  ii  extends,  we  find  pure  Presbyterianism  defective 
only  in  two  ciisentials,  that  of  supplanting  the  niinistra-  .J 
tions  of  the  ruling  elders  at  the  Lord's  table  by  the  inferior  /■ 
order  of  deaconit,  who  in  this  arrangement  are  thrust  into 
tbc  office  of  their  superiors,  apd  in  consequence  of  which, 
■s  tbw  elders  were  tlius  shorn  of  their  most  solemn  official 
duty  and  honor,  the  office  was  eventually  by  the  same  in- 
trusion, totally  superseded  in  New  England, 

This  otherwise  scrijitural  order  of  government  was  also 
defective  from  ite  isolated  position,  having  no  court  of 
reference,  review,  appeal,  nor  of  final  decision — nothing  be- 
yond mere  advice.  It  consequently  bore  within  itself  the 
seeds  of  dissolution,  the  germinating  of  which  caused  Jon- 
athan Edwards  to  declare,  "I  have  long  been  out  of  con- 
eeit  of  our  unsettled,  independent,  confused  way  of  church 
government  in  this  land." 

Presbyteriauism,  while  it  has  been  extensively  retained 
in  much  of  its  early  scriptural  simplicity  from  apostolic 
.itmee  till  to-day.  by  the  faithful  Waldenses,  had,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  seventeenth  century,  in  those  lands, 
Vbicb  then  enjoyed  the  labors  of  the  Reformers  and  their 
feaccfiMors,  but  partially  recovered  from  its  oblivious  sleep 
during  "  the  dark  apes," 

As  early  as  A.  D,  1535.  the  immortal  Calvin  had,  in  his 
"  Institutes  of  Religion  "  (.including  doctrine,  worship,  and 
discipline),  presented  the  scriptural  form  of  church  gov- 
ernment; and  from  a.  d.  1541  till  A,  D.  1564,  he  successfully 
bbond  to  apply  this  ecclesiastical  polity  in  the  scene  of 
hia  ministry. 

John  Knox  returned  from  Geneva  to  Scotland  in  April, 
A.  D.  15fi9,  and  the  First  Reforming  General  Assembly 
of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland  met  in  Edinburgh  on  Dec.  20th, 
A.  0.  IBfiO.  In  their  First  Book  of  Discipline,  "the great 
Hnei  of  Presbyterian  government  and  discipline  were 
nuirked  out." 

It  won  "  ratified  and  established  by  an  act  of  Parliament 
ta  A.  D.  1567 — as  the  public  and  avowed  Confession  of 
Faith  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,"  and  afterwards  further 
(staliluihed  and  confirmed  by  acta  of  Parliament,  and  by 
lawful  General  Assemblies — until,  in  that  realm,  it  was 
iii|M!f«cdcd  bv  tlie  Confession  of  Faith  agreed  upon  by  the 
Astntahly  of  l>i vines  at  Westminster,  as  examined  and  ap* 
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proved  in  a.  d.  1647,  by  the  Church  of  Scotland,  and  rati- 
fied by  act  of  Parliament  in  A.  D.  1649. 

England  had  preceded  Scotland  in  the  Reformation ;  but 
liad  by  no  means  obtained  equal  purity. 

The  doctrine  of  her  church  respecting  the  leading  truths 
of  the  gospel,  as  laid  down  in  the  thirty-nine  articles, 
which  are  coniinoniy  called  doctrinal,  was,  tor  substance, 
the  same  with  that  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  (excepting 
on  the  tenets  of  the  imputation  of  the  guilt  of  the  first  sin 
of  Adam  to  his  posterity,  and  the  imputation  of  the 
righteousness  of  Christ  to  the  elect);  but  her  worship  was 
disfigured  by  a  great  number  of  Popish  superstitions. 

The  Romish  prelacy  was  retained  in  her  form  of  gov- 
ernment The  supremacy  of  the  Pojje  was  indeed  re- 
nounced; but,  the  sovereign  was  constituted  supreme 
head  of  the  church,  in  ail  causes  ecclesiastical. 

Many,  who  were  nearly  of  the  same  principles  of  tha 
Church  of  Scotland,  and  who  consequently  were  dissatis- 
fied with  these  corruptions,  struggled  tor  the  further  refor- 
mation of  the  National  Church  of  England ;  but,  without 
success. 

"  Tbe  Queen  and  Bishofis  growing  more  SDvere  on  the 
Puritans,  it  only  alienates  them  more  from  the  Hierarchy, 
as  well  as  the  ceremonies,  and  turns  their  minds  to  the  IVes- 
byterian  Diicipliiie.  And  though  many  of  their  clergy  were 
deprived  and  silenced,  yet  many  otliers  by  the  favor  of 
several  great  men  in  court  and  council  stay  in  their  places 
upon  using  the  less  oflensive  parts  of  the  liturgy,  without 
subscription.  And  now  Bancroft  and  Cowcll  tell  us,  that, 
on  Nov.  20th,  1672,  this  Puritan  part  of  the  clergy  began  to 
I  erect  a  Presbytery  at  Wandsworth,  in  Surrey  ;  which  Ful- 
'  /  ler  says  was  the  first-bom  of  all  Presbyteries  in  England, 
aud  names  sixteen  of  the  clergy  belonging  to  it ;  that  May 
8th,  1582,  there  was  a  ajiiod  of  sixty  ministers  of  Cam- 
bridgeshire, Suffolk  and  Norfolk  at  Cockfield,  in  Suffolk ; 
and  the  summer  following  another  in  Cambridge  at  the 
commencement;  that  April  lOtb,  1.588,  there  was  another 
of  tbe  Warwickshire's  classis  at  Coventry ;  that  by  Sept. 
1st,  1590,  the  Presbyterian  Discipline  so  grew  in  the  church, 
that  their  classes  spread  into  diverse  other  parts  of  the 
kingdom  and  had  their  Assemblies  at  London.  Cambridge, 
Oxlord,  Northampton,  Kittery,  W^arwick,  Rutland,  Leices- 
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ter,  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Essex  and  other  places :  but  in  1591, 
the  High  Conimission  and  Star  Chamber  courts  disBolTed 
thom.  In  the  spring  of  1603.  there  were  750  ministers  (i.  e., 
fhurch  ministers)  in  twenty-five  of  the  forty  counties  in 
England,  and  twelve  of  Wales,  who  petitioned  King 
JsiiKS  let,  to  remove  the  ceremonies,  the  publick  reading 
iif  llie  books  of  the  Apocrypha,  Nonresidence,  Pluralities, 
and  tiie  Popish  canons.  And  Rushworth  tells  ua  that  in 
10:i6,  the  country  was  so  overspread  with  Puritans,  that 
WilliamB,  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  would  not  meddle  against 
(lii-ei,  and  said,  he  was  sure  they  would  carry  all  at  the 
last.  Yet  all  this  time  there  were  but  few  sepnrations  from 
Uie  eaiablished  church,  nor  would  the  law  allow  them  in 
liUi^Ltnd  till  King  William's  lime."    (^Prince,  A.  E.  Chron., 

Still,  their  labor  was  not  lost,  for  their  efforts  were  much 
bl«tted,  as  means  of  promoting  tlie  real  interests  of  religion 
,  in  tlmt  kingdom,  and  preparing  the  way  for  the  reforma- 
^  lion  which  followed,     v 

These  were  commonly  called  PuriUing.  The  name  waa 
||m>biibty  friven  in  a.  d.  1564,  and  was  designed  to  stigma- 
|ctM  those  who  did  not  conform  to  the  Episcopal  liturgy, 
Imc,  rtc.  Afterwards  when  Arminianism  arose,  they 
I  van  called  doctrinal  Puritans;  and  the  term  became  a 
I  Hot  all  Christians  wJio  were,  sound  and  pure  "  in 
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md,  although  the  great  body  of  the  natives  con- 
D  be  Papists,  a  considerable  part  of  the  people  who 
_  iconded  from  English  ancestors  embraced  the  refor- 
kncarly  after  the  model  of  their  mother  country, 
't^  many  emigrants  from  Scotland  had  settled  in 
^tlom  (and  multiplied  until  afterward,  in  17S4, 
Mmbered  700,000)  and  retained  the  profession  and 
iromhip  of  the  Scottish  church ;  yet  Episcopacy  waa  es- 
Ubliahod  by  law  in  that  part  of  the  British  empire- 

In  attempting  to  purify  the  Anglican  establishment,  the 
Puritans,  finding  their  labora  unsuccessful,  a  part  of  them 
nrucmKl  from  '"  the  tent«  of  Kedar,"  and  a  church  colony 
«f  Ui«tr  people  reached  Holland  in  A.  d.  1608. 

Aft«r  Rojoumiue  a  year  in  Amsterdam  they  removed  to 
I^den.  "In  1309,  Mr.  Kobinaon's  church  there  chose 
lb.  Birwfter  uasistant  to  him  in  the  phice  of  an  c/iia-," 
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{Prince  p.  26.)  Finding  licentiousness  prevalent,  their 
Bona  often  leaving  them  to  he  soldiers  and  sailors  in  the 
Dutch  service;  and  fearing,  that  in  a  few  years,  their  chil- 
dren would  have  become  Dutch  and  their  church  become 
extinct,  they,  in  1617,  be^an  to  think  of  removing  to 
America.  And  in  1620  they  record,  "the  greater  number 
to  stay  with  Mr.  Robinson  at  Leyden.  Their  elder  Mr. 
Brewster  to  go  with  the  other  party.  Those  who  go  first 
to  be  an  absolute  church  of  themselves  as  well  as  those 
that  stay:  with  this  proviso,  that  as  any  go  over  or  re- 
turn, they  shall  be  reputed  as  members,  without  further 
dismission  or  testimonial,  and  those  who  tarry  to  follow 
the  rest  as  soon  as  they  can."    {Frince,  p.  66.) 

The  history  of  their  designs,  sufferings  and  successes, 
until  they  adopted  their  "order  of  church  government," 
has  been  all  gratefully  chronicled  by  their  descendants — ■ 
and  it  is  doubtful,  if  tmie  can  ever  obliterate  the  interest- 
ing story. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  we  return  to  theil'  "church  order,"  as 
our  only  tangible  point  of  departure,  and  with  the  previous 
comparative  notice  of  its  want  of  identity  with  Presbyter- 
ianism  the  writer  shall  now  attempt  to  trace  the  intro- 
duction, growth,  decay,  revival  and  present  mission  of  the 
latter  ecclesiastical  polity  into  and  in  New  England, 

We  have  had  our  attention  directed  to  Plymouth  Rock, 
yet  but  a  very  small  proportion  of  the  population  of  New 
England  are  the  descendants  of  those  who  made  it  mem- 
orable, and  who  became  the  founders  of  "  the  old  colony," 
As  the  tidings  of  the  prosperity  of  the  "  Pilgrims,"  reached 
their  native  land,  encounigcd  by  "good  news  from  afar 
country,"  colonies  of  Puritan  emigrants  prepared  in  a  few 
years  to  follow  them.  Of  these,  the  most  important  was 
that  of  Massachusetts  bay,  which  with  a  royal  charter, 
and  many  of  the  conveniences  of  life  (bo  far  as  they  were 
then  known)  made  their  final  settlement  on  the  Peninsula 
of  ShaimmU. 

Here,  an  ecclmastical  transition  took  place,  of  which  we 
present  an  accoimt  in  appendix  A.  "Ceremony  mongers,'" 
Bays  Mather  (Mag.,  vol.  i.,  pp.  249,  250), "  drove  these  wor- 
thy men  out  of  their  native  country  into  the  horrid 
thickets  of  America — and  the  first  planters  in  New  Eng- 
land at  th&r  first  coming  over,  did,  in  a  public  and  printed 
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liddress,  call  tho  Church  of  England  their  dear  mofficr,  de- 
kirins  their  friends  therein,  to  "  recommend  them  unto  the 
Incrries  of  God,  in  their  constant  prayers,  aa  a  church  now 
Bpringing  out  of  their  own  howels;  nor  did  they  think 
Ihat  it  was  their  muther  who  turned  them  out  of  doors,  but 
Kmie  of  their  angry  brethren,  abusing  the  name  of  their 
mothCT,  who  so  harshly  treated  them," 

Previous  to  landing;  and  while  they  were  engaged  in  pre- 
paring places  of  habitation,  the  less  objectionable  portions 
of  the  Episcopal  prayer  hook  were  in  use  on  each  Sabbath 
BmoiiB  tne  fifteen  hundred  persons  on  board  of  the  four- 
teen ships  in  which  they  had  at  different  times  arrived. 
Kow.  a  chasm  ensues— and  we  find  them  some  time  after 
idtng,  no  longer  Episcopalians,  but  Congregationalists. 
I  wide  remove  was  soon  made  from  Ihe/orm,  under  which 
thcv  had  been  trained  in  their  native  land. 

filackstonc,  who  fso  far  as  is  known)  was  the  first  white 
tnan  who  slept  on  Phawraut,  and  who  claimed  the 
^^•rhole  jieninsuta,  for  thus  upon  it  obeying  the  demands  of 
lUiturc,  idtbough  a  stern  Episcopalian,  was  not  a  thorough 
Confurmtst,  and  he  told  the  newcomers,  "  that,  he  came 
from  England,  becnusc  he  did  not  like  the  Lords  Bishops; 
Tmt,  ho  could  not  join  with  them  (the  Governor  and  colon- 
bts)  l>ecause  lie  did  not  like  the  Ltirds  Brethren."  To  avoid 
tbtir  "theocracy,"  he  retired  to  a  life  of  solitude  on  ita 
mnks  and  gave  liis  name  to  the  Blackstone  river.  {Hutch- 
Imo»'<  HiU.  ofMasn.,  p.  26.) 

On  the  arrival  of  the  Rev.  John  Cotton  (with  the  Rev. 
Menn.  Hooker  and  Stone)  in  1633,  "the  Governor  and,  | 
conocil  and    elders    in    Boston    received   him    for  their 
teacher,  in  which   office  he  was  ordained  and  installed 
October  I7th,  in  the  same  year. 

"  Mr.  Tliomas  Levorett,an  ancient  member  of  Mr.  Cotton's 
chorcb  ill  England,  was  at  the  same  time  ordained  ruling 
•Idcf."  "  The  order  of  proceeding  in  Mr.  Cotton's  ordina- 
Hnti  wom  intended  as  a  precedent,  and  the  CongregutJonal 
''"iT^hw)  of  Now  ?>ngland  have  generally  conformed  there- 
-  'T  »inw."  (//"(.,  p.  38.)  Cotton  had  officiated  for 
■-y  Tears  in  "holy  orders," yet,  when  he  became  iden- 
:..i-  ■!  with  this  new  form  of  ecclesiastical  polity,  they  gave 
Mr  ordination.  Hooker,  "  a  preacher  of  great  ce- 
ia  like  manner  received  antiprelatical  and  anti- 
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presbyterian  ordination.  This  new  form  became  enduring 
■without  "tactual  succession."  As  the  freemen  of  the  col- 
ony were  so  increased  in  a.  d,  1634,  that,  it  was  impracti- 
cable to  debate  and  determine  matters  in  a  body,  the 
Presbyterian  element  of  representation  was  forced  upon 
them  in  their  civil  affairs,  as  a  necessity,  but,  no  provision 
"had  been  made  for  it  in  their  charter."    {lb.,  p.  40.) 

A  similar  necessity  was  soon  forced  upon  them  in  their 
ecclesiastical  matters  also — "  for  which,  no  provision  had 
been  made  in  their  charter."  When  "Mrs.  Hutchinson 
set  up  meetings  of  the  sisters  and  sixty  or  eighty  prin- 
cipal women  attended  them,"  it  was  found  necessary 
to  resort  to  Presbyterial  order  (at  least  in  part)  and  to 
ignore  a  usage  of  our  modern  Congregational  churches 
(then  unknown)  "  the  result  of  council," 

Mere  advice  and  recommendation,  ministers  and  elders 
knew  from  the  Scriptures,  were  not  the  order  "  in  the  house 
of  God,  which  is  the  church  of  the  living  God,  the  pillar 
and  ground  of  the  truth,"'  and  "  in  A.  d,  1637,  a  synod  was 
called  and  held,  before  which,  Mrs.  Hutchinson  wiia 
charged  with  two  errors.  1.  That  the  Holy  Ghost  dwells 
personally  in  a  justified  person — and  2.  That  nothing  of 
sanetification  can  help  to  evidence  to  believers,  their  jus- 
tification."   {Hid.,  p.  57.) 

In  that  synod  (which  was  commenced  on  the  30th  day 
of  August  and  continued  three  weeks)  above  eighty  points 
or  opinions  were  condemned  as  erroneous.  The  "de- 
crees "  of  this  synod  were  signed  by  all  the  members  ex- 
cepting Mr.  Cottun.  He  maintained,  that  union  to  Christ 
preceded  faith  in  him.  {lb.,  p.  68.)  Ministers  and  elders 
(not  deacons)  constituted  that  synod  ;  and  in  their  whole 
polity,  as  thus  founded,  "  the  elders  had  great  influence 
with  the  people.  When  the  great  influence  of  Mr.  Cotton 
inclined  Mr.  Hooker  to  go  to  Connecticut,  to  be  out  of  his 
reach,  they,  the  people,  by  aid  of  the  elders  carried  the 
point."  {lb.,  p.  47.)  Presbyterianism  crept  so  closely  into 
all  their  church  and  educational  matters,  that  the  civil 
power  alone  could  at  times  prevent  its  influences. 
''  On  February  22d,  1633,  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Roger  WiUiams 
and  Skelton,  of  Salem,  were  afraid,  lest  an  association  of 
ministers  in  and  about  Boston,  who  met  once  a  fortnight 
at  each  other's  house,  may  tend  to  promote  Presbyterian- 
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and  so  endanger  the  liberty  of  the  churches."    (.Fdt, 
oJSatem.)    "  In  1642,  nine  persons  (the  first  gradu- 
inuclat^)  left  Harvard. 

"Benjamin  Woodbridge,  the  first-born  of  that  college 
'who  became  successor  to  Dr.  Twisse  at  Newbury),  although 
nclined  to  Preshyterianisin — (.to  use  Mr.  MnUier's  words), 
'as  not  malignantly  ^iffected."  {lb.,  p.  1U7.) 

While  "  Congregationalism  took  its  rise  in  New  Eng- 
ind,"itwas  in  due  time  carried  to  England;  and  "the 
Ideet  church  of  the  Congregational  order  in  London,"  the 
Dr.  Joseph  Parker's,  was  founded  in  1640,  bv  Dr. 
Goodwin,  President  of  Magdalen  College,  Oxford,  and 
iflcrward  chaplain  to  Cromwell.  (Chriiftian  bistr.,  Feb. 
lOlh.  1877.)  "  The  Pilgrims,  with  their  elders  and  deacons 
|iad  a  different  order  in  162(J,  and  the  'ecclesiastical  tran- 
Ition,'  noticed,  by  wliicli  Episcopalians  became  Congrega- 
ionalifite,  confirms  the  position,  that  'it  took  its  rise  in 
England.' " 
Although  they  had  no  bishop  nearer  than  London,  they 
according  to  the  Papal  order  in  England)  divided  the 
Jay  colony  into  parishes,  each  having  its  "church  of  the 
Mrish."  "Of  the  22,0l)0  emigrants  who  came  over  before 
1640,  no  less  than  4,0tN.)  it  is  said  had  been  Presbyterians 
"n  England,"  and  wliilc  this  persuasion  were  so  far  in  the 
ninority,  yet  the  first  churches,  such  as  Salem,  Charlestown 
od  Boston  bad  ruling  elders,  possibly  by  way  of  com- 
inHiitse,  and  in  1G4G,  the  ministers,  with  probably  an 
from  each  cburcli.  met  in  synod  at  Cambridge,  Mass, 
Tbejr  "came  together,  not  to  enact  a  code  of  ccclesiasti- 
•■1  laws,  not  even  to  construct  an  original  system  of 
_  lOrcb  polity,  but  simply  to  compare  notes  and  usages, 
■nil  ooDituit  to  writing  that  system  which  had  already 
afffTtn^  into  use  nmong  them,  and  thus  make  a  declaration 
uf  Uie  church  order,  wherein  the  good  hand  of  God  had 
moulded  them."  Hence,  "  the  manner  in  which  Congre- 
ptionulism  took  its  rise  in  New  England  renders  it  suM- 
oentiy  divine."  (RaiUin  ChrUtUm  OltKerralDr;/,  VoL  i., 
D&  a,  Aug.,  1S47,  indorsed  by  the  Year  Book  of  Congrcga- 
tuoaltum  for  18.'j3.] 

"TltoM  who  lived  in  the  next  age,  speak  of  thiH,  as  the 
uma  ubia  (golden  age)  when  religion  and  virtue  lloui- 
■hed."    {Hat.,  p.  »I.J 
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The  ministry,  supported  morally  by  the  scriptural  order 
of  ruling  eldersand  in  temporal  atiairs  by  the  strong  arm  of 
the  civil  law,  under  their  theocracy,  were  now,  not  only  re- 
spected in  the  colonics,  but,  some  of  them  were  invited  to 
return  and  assist  in  deliberations  in  Great  Britain.  "Cot- 
ton, Hooker,  and  Davenport  were  invited  to  the  Westmin- 
ster assembly  in  1643. 

"Cotton  would  have  gone,  but  he  had  no  company, 
Davenport,  of  New  Haven,  would  have  gone,  but  his  citn- 
gregation  having  but  one  minister  could  not  sjjare  him. 
Hooker  did  not  like  the  business "  (Hut.,  p.  112);  and  as 
Congregationalism  often  on  the  popular  breath  makes  a 
man  absolute  and  affords  ample  scope  for  ambition,  so  he, 
remembering  doubtless  the  dominant  sway  of  Mr,  Cotton 
at  Boston,  and  the  opportunity  which  was  now  offered  to 
bim,  to  be  at  least  his  peer,  in  a  sister  colony,  "  was  abont 
that  time  framing  a  system,  or  plan  of  church  government, 
which  was  designed  for  the  Neiv  England  churcken,  let  the 
determination  at  Westminster  be  what  it  would."  (Ih., 
p.  112.)  In  his  opinion  they  had  as  yet,  remember,  no 
plan  of  church  government  in  "the  New  England 
churches." 

Vast  events  are  at  times  suspended  on  trifling  consider- 
ations— the  want  of  company  on  the  part  of  Cotton ;  the 
want  of  an  ardent  desire  for  the  welfare  of  the  entire  church 
in  the  British  Empire  on  the  part  of  a  congregation  at 
New  Haven,  and  the  spirit  of "  Diotrephes  "  in  Hooker,  pre- 
vented the  identifying  of  these  ministers,  with  the  only 
grand  inquest  of  competent  men,  made  under  vow,  on  the 
systematic  doctrinal  teachings  of  the  word  of  God,  which 
was  ever  held. 

"  I,  A.  B.,  do  solemnly  vow,  that  in  this  assembly  of 
which  I  am  a  member,  I  will  set  down  nothing  in  doctrine, 
but  what  is  most  agreeable  to  God's  word,  and  nothing  in 
form  of  discipline  but  what  will  make  most  for  God's 
glory." 

If  they  had  gone  thither,  imbibed  the  spirit  of  the  aa- 
sembly  and  returned  with  it  to  bless  New  England — possi- 
bly,theswordof  persecution mightdn these  colonies)  have 
elept  in  its  seaboard — or,  they  might  at  least  have  pre- 
vented those  "usages  of  the  cnurches,"  which  now  allow, 
by  a  figment  of  local  statute  law  under  their  Athenian 
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dpinocracv,  "on  increase  of  pinful  men  "  to  sweep  away  to 
the  moonlight  of  Christianily,  to  Unitarian  ism,  tne  endow- 
ments establiahed  and  the  trusts  created  by  pious  persons, 
for  the  glory  of  God,  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghoat. 

I  my  possibly  only — for  their  theocratic  form  of  union 
of  church  and  state  afforded  too  much  scope  to  the  am- 
bition of  civil  rulers  here,  to  be  easily  foregone,  and  "  the 
first  authoritative  and  official  civil  action  against  Presby- 
terianism,  in  New  England,  was  taken  in  1643,  or  1644, 
Against  those,  who  would  sustain  the  teachings  of  its  sym- 
bols " — for,  "several  persons,  who  came  from  England  in 
imS,  made  a  muster  to  set  up  Presbyterian  government 
under  the  authority  of  the  assembly  al  Westminster;  bnt, 
A  New  England  assembly,  the  General  court,  soon  put 
them  to  the  rout."  (lb.,  p.  112.)  In  this,  we  see  the  alti- 
lU'Ie  of  New  England  ttiwards  Presbyterian  ism  from  the 
|]rsL     It  must  Tint  be  tolerated. 

■'  Lechfor^l  in  1641,  says,  of  late,  divers  of  the  ministiT 
have  had  set  meetings  to  order  church  matters,  by  which 
it  is  conceived,  they  bend  towards  Presbyterian  rale." 
( HuL,  Boston,  1764.)  As  the  Star  Chamber,  in  1591,  extin- 
gubhed  Presbvterianisra  in  England,  this  persuasion  were 
raoaUjr  powerless  in  New  England  under  the  theocracy. 
Tnere  for  generations  they  were  not  allowed  to  exist. 

"From  1637  till  1656  they  had  general  quietness  on 
ccdcmMsticid  matters,  yet,  no  religious  opinions  but  their 
own  couhl  be  tolerated,  or,  they  would  take- the  lives  of  her»' 
tia."    (Hut,  p.  17o.) 

The  hand  of  Divine  Providence  prevented  such  a  mani- 
tefimiioa  of  tlie  spirit  of  their  theocracy  in  one  particular 
auc;  which  I  now  mention.  Presbyterians  in  Scotland, 
bvtng  nasured  by  letters,  that  they  might  exercise  their 
church  ai>vernraent  in  New  England,  sent  over  an  agent 
who  pitciied  upon  a  tract  of  land,  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Merrimac  river ;  and  in  1636,  the  "  Eagle  Wing,"  with  140 
pMMngera,  accompanied  by  those  eminent  servants  of  God, 
Blair  and  Livingston,  sailed  from  Carriclcfergus  to  found  a 
colony  of  Presbyterians  on  the  Merrimac.  The  overruling 
of  birinu  Providence  was  seen  in  the  failure  of  their  en- 
Icrprue.  By  ntfess  of  weather  the  vessel  was  forced  to 
put  back  and  Uie  prDJect  was  abandoned. 

Tlib  portion  of  the  wilderness  was  then  assigned  to  an- 
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other  people,  and  these  ministora  of  Christ  had  large  doors 
of  usefulness  opened  to  them,  in  and  on  hehalf  of  their 
native  land  at  one  of  the  trying  periods  of  her  history. 

It  was  providential  that  thej-  returned,  as  they  would 
assuredly,  notwithstanding  their  letters,  have  been  driven 
off,  if  they  had  found  their  way  to  the  Merrimac.  Noth- 
ing could  have  saved  them  then,  as'residents  in  New  Eng- 
land, but  changing  their  religion — and  they  were  not  tho 
men,  nor  were  those  whom  they  accompanied  the  people, 
to  do  this. 

Such  was  the  overruling  of  Divine  Providence  that  they  , 
were  (with  others)  instrumental  in  raising  in  tlieir  own 
land  a  people,  who  nearly  a  century  afterwards  should 
come  to  the  Merrimac  and  found  a  colony  of  Preshyterians, 
nt  a  time  when  Presbyterianiam  was  permitted  under  cer- 
tain conditions  to  exist  in  the  unclaimed  wilderness. 

Witli  the  hermetical  seal  of  the  sword  upon  Presbyte- 
rianism  in  these  colonies,  those,  of  this  persuasion,  who,  as 
adventurers,  during  this  century,  found  their  way  hither, 
had  to  succumb  in  conscience  and  principle  to  the  "Lord's 
Brethren." 

Individuals  of  this  character  entered  the  colony  at  an 
early  period  in  its  history — and  Clarke's  street  and  Clarke 'a 
wharf  in  Boston  perpetuate  the  name  of  one,  a  Scotch 
physician,  who  in  his  profession  accumulated  a  consider- 
able amount  of  property  in  the  town.  As  we  learn  from 
a  codicil  in  his  will,  he  in  all  probability,  first  substituted 
stoves  for  open  fire-jilaces  in  cliimneys. 

But,  "tell  it  not  in  Gath,""the  first  numerous  arrival  of 
Presbyterians  in  New  England  after  A.  D.  1640,  were  bond- 
men. "  They  were  transported  from  their  native  land  and 
Boid  in  America,  for  fidelity  to  their  oaths  of  allegiance  to 
King  Charles  the  Second.  Their  misfortunes  overtook 
them  for  a  great  fault.  They  had  sworn  to  their  own  liurt 
to  a  Papal  monarch,  and  they  would  not  change.  Not 
only  did  they  with  many  others  invite  him  to  ascend  his 
native  throne,  but,  they  were  disposed  to  aid  him  in  his 
ambition  to  restore  Popery  to  the  three  kingdoms,  and  for 
this  purpose  (most  blindly  it  would  seem)  placed  them- 
selves under  him  in  opposition  to  '  the  State  of  England. ' 
It  was  therefore  (continues  Dr.  D'Aubigne)  a  remarkable 
and  a  sonowful  spectacle,  which  might  then  be  viewed,  on 
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the  borders  of  Scotland ;  one  Christian  army  advancing 
■gmnet  another  Christian  army. 

"This  sight  has  no  doubt  been  too  often  witnessed  in 
bifltor;.  But,  in  most  cases,  the  troops  which  march 
■fHainat  each  other  are  Christian  only  in  name,  while  the 
two  force's  of  Scotland  and  England  possessed  (to  speak 
generally)  both  the  spirit  and  the  reality  of  Christianity." 
They  road  the  Bible  in  the  same  tongue,  sung  the  songs  of 
Jehontli  in  the  same  version,*  and  prayed  each  for  the 
overthrow  of  the  other  to  the  same  God,  through  the  one 
SleHiator. 

Gladly  would  I  say,  "publish  it  not  in  the  streets  of  Aa- 

(lon,"  for  at  such  a  spectacle  the  "  uncircumcised  tri- 
timnh."  But,  so,  it  wan.  At  Dunbar,  on  September  3d. 
16S0,  the  Scotch  were  disconjfitcd.  Besides  slaughtering 
4,000  men,  Cromwell  took  10,000  prisoners,  exclusive  of 
officfn. 

Of  these  "the  Governors  of  the  kingdom"  banished  at 
least  a  great  number  to  the  colonies,  where  they  were  sold 
In  KVeral  years  of  servitude  to  defray  the  expenses  of  their 
tmnspcirt^ition  1  or,  to  increase  the  wealth  of  those  who 
bouj^fit  snd  sold  them.  As  men  were  of  old  to  "buy 
fields  for  money,  subscribe  e\'idences,  seal  them,  and  take 
witDBWv  in  the  land  of  Benjamin  and  in  the  cities  of 
Judab  "  (Jer.  xxxii.  44),  so,  in  the  capital  of  New  Eng- 
bnd,  Presbyterians  were  bought  for  money,  evidences 
cahscribed  and  sealed,  and  witnesses  taken  in  the  trans- 
actkin,  and  the  entire  matter  placed  on  record,  as  if  they 
}iad  been  simnly  parcels  of  real  estate,  instead  of  living 
mm.  By  ordinance  of  Parliament,  dated  the  20th  day 
irf  October.  lC>51,in  the  cargo  of  tiie  "John  and  Sara," 
ptaotrrs'  stuff,  provisions  and  Scotch  prisoners  were  im- 
nortwl  at  Boston  iree  of  duty ;  and  at  the  request  of 
Thtimaa  Kenible,  the  consignee,  the  following^  entry  Wiis 
nudv  on  the  Registry  of  Deeds,  for  Suffolk  county,  Mass., 
•n  tfat)  13th  day  of  May,  a.  d.  16.')2. 

klaat  of  passengers   in  "the  John  and  Sara."    Of  two 
btuidrect  and  sixty-two  I  give  the  following  names: 
•G 
: 


I 


•  Cn»»>il  on  one  wx^ 
~  F.  Hag  irllh  his  nrr 
d  be  Willi  the  liSth 


lion,  on  Ihe  Scoltiiili  border,  before  eng«ging 
ly  the  llTlh  P*alm  in  ihe  PreHbyleriaii  v- 
led  his  men  lo  victor;  at  Dunbar. 
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Donald  Koye,  Jas.  Moore,  Walter  Jackson,  Daniel  Sim- 
eon, John  Roese,  Daniel  Hogg,  Hugh  McKay,  John  Mc- 
Donnel,  Wm.  Stewart,  Aleater  Grant,  David  Pattereon. 

These  were  '"Registered  at  Gravesend,  at  the  Search 
office,  on  Nov.  8th,  1651,  by  John  Bradley,  Sealer,  with 
the  arms  of  the  Commonwealth,"  and  entered  in  Boston  as 
stated  above  by  "  P.  Edward  RaWBon,  Recorder." 

"  Captain  Greene  had  orders  to  deHver  them  to  Thomas 
Kemble,  of  Charlestown,  who  was  to  sell  (Aem,  and  with  the 
proceeds  to  take  freiKht  for  the  West  Indies."  (N.  E.  H. 
and  0.  R.,  vol.  1.,  p.  377.)  "  By  order  of  the  '  State  of  Eng- 
land,' many  Irish  Presbyterian  people  were  also  sent  to 
New  England.  On  their  arrival  they  were  sold  by  those 
at  whose  expense  they  had  been  brought  over  to  any  of  the 
inhabitants  who  were  in  want  of  slaves  or  servants.  There 
arrived  in  1654  a  ship  called  the  '  Goodfellow,"  Captain 
Geo.  Dell,  with  a  large  number  of  emigrants  of  the  above 
description,  two  of  whom  were  thus  sold."  (From  an  ori- 
ginal paper  of  the  time,  in  possession  of  Frederic  Kidder, 
Esq.) 

"  May  10th,  1654,  I,  George  Dell,  master  of  the  «hip 
called  '  Goodfellow,'  have  sold  to  Mr.  Samuel  Symonds  two 
of  the  Irish  youthea  I  brought  over  by  order  of  '  the  State 
of  England ' — the  name  of  one  of  them  being  William  Dal- 
ton  and  of  the  other  Edward  Welch — for  the  sum  of  six 
and  twenty  pounds,  in  corn,  merchantable  or  live  cattle,  at 
or  before  the  end  of  October  next.  Geo.  Deli.." 

(In  Salem  Court  Files,  p.  77  ;  vol.  viii.,  H.  and  G.  R.) 

"  It  is  probable  that  some,  or  many  of  these  Scotch  wero 
Bent  to  Barbadoes,  as  all  their  names  do  not  seem  to  appear 
in  any  other  way  in  this  country  excepting  on  this  list." 

Governor  Hutchinson's  collection  of  original  papers  gives 
an  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  John  Cotton  to  the 
Lord-General  Cromwell,  dated  at  Boston  in  New  England, 
2Sth  of  5th  month,  1651,  respecting  some  prisoners  of  the 
same  class  of  persons  included  in  the  above  list,  sent  over 
before  these  arrived.  "The  Scots,  whom  God  delivered 
into  your  hands  at  Dunbar,  and  whereof  sundry  were  sent 
hither,  we  have  been  desirous  (as  we  could)  to  make  their 
yoke  easy.    Such  as  were  sick  with  scurvy  or  other  dis- 
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MS.  have  not  wanted  physic  or  chyrurgery.  They  have 
t  been  sold  for  slaves  to  perpetual  servitude,  but  for  ais, 
^^  reo  or  eight  years,  as  we  do  our  own — :ind  he  that 
bot^t  the  most  of  them  (I  hear)  buildtlli  houses  for 
them,  for  every  four  a  house,  and  layelh  some  acres  of 
groond  thereto,  which  he  giveth  tlieni  as  their  own, 
reqairing  tl>ree  days  in  the  week  to  work  for  him  by  turue 
■no  four  duyti  for  themselves,  and  promiseth,  m  soon  an 
Umv  can  repuv  him  the  money  he  laid  out  on  them,  he 
irUl  act  them  at  liberty."    (//)-.  p.  380.) 

As  these  Scotch  and  Irish  were  considered  "  dissenters," 
beir  reliicioU9  opinions  could  not  be  tolerated  under  the 
^^.illrtCTB  of  any  of  the  New  England  colonies* 

,.    Ctasequently,  when  their  years  of  servitude  expired, 

f  found  themselves  in  a  position  of  much  trial.     They 

•  fxiMitriuted  from  their  families,  from  the  places  of 

^^      IT  iVrtlK-rs'  sepulchres,  and  from  their  chosen  form  of 

nlwioua  worship. 

fliey  hud  enaured  defeat,  oppression,  toil  and  poverty, 

1  now  when  "  strangers  in  a  strange  land,"  they  still  aet 

'r  trtwt  upon  the  Lord,  and  endeavored  (according  to 

r  opportunity  J  to  do  good. 

Tbrir  Irifils  Uught  them   to   "know  the  heart  of  a 

ritnutger^"  and  their  charity  prompted  tlie  adoption  of 

appropriate  moans  of  relief  on  behalf  of  those  who  might 

^■•-1  fiitaro  come  from  their  native  land  and  require  oa- 


CotiSL-quontly,  they  obtained  the  honor  of  establishing; 
rthe  oldest  eleemosynary  society  in  America — "the  Scots' 
Ctuiritxble  S.>ciety ''  of  Boston. 

Of  it,  the  first  meeting  was  held  on  January  6th,  16.57, 
when  the  following  preamble  was  adopu<d  and  signed : 

**  We  whoac  names  arc  underwritten,  all  in  the  must  part 
prnicnt,  did  agree  and  conclude  for  the  relief  of  ourselves, 
and  nny  other  for  the  which  we  may  eeu  cause,  to  make  a 
hoi,  .ind  every  one  of  ua  to  give  aa  God  ahull  move  our 


a: 


III)  MniWK'liiiHetU  colonieti  conliTiiieil  Brpnrile  linlil  Oo- 
^hra  tl>i-v  were  unittid  bv  Kintr  Willi»iii  ond  Qii<^^n 
hiviiice  'if  MnHrachiiHtitn  Hnj'.  Conni'ciii^iil  nciiJ  New 
tin-  iii']ianit«  giiTvi-TiinciilH  till  April  '2ik\,  16K2,  when 
Clutln  Duule  ihcm  L'giinecUuut  Culonj  in  New  Kiigluid.    (i/M, 

•S-) 


26  IKTBODUCTION. 

hearts,  whose  blessing  and  direction  we  do  from  our  hearts 
desire  to  have  from  him  wlio  is  able  to  do  abundantly  above 
all  that  we  are  able  to  ask  or  think,  both  in  the  beginning 
and  managing  of  that  which  we  do  intend ;  and  therefore 
that  we  may  express  our  intention  and  become  our  own  in- 
terpreters Cleaving  those  that  shall  come  after  us  to  do  bet- 
ter than  we  have  begun)  hoping  that  by  the  assistance  of 
the  great  God,  who  can  bring  small  beginnings  to  greater 
perfection  than  we  for  the  present  can  think  of,  or  expect, 
and  likewise  we  hope  that  God,  who  hath  the  hearts  of  all 
men  in  his  hand,  and  can  turn  them  which  way  soever  he 
pleaaeth,  will  double  our  spirits  uijon  them  and  make  thena 
more  zealous  for  his  glory,  and  the  mutual  good  one  of  an- 
other, and  therefore  knowing  our  own  weakness  to  expreaa 
ourselves  in  this  particular,  we  leave  ourselves  and  it  Doth 
to  God  and  to  the  word  of  his  grace,  and  do  desire  to  declare 
our  intentions  about  which  we  have  agreed. 

"  That  is  to  say,  that  we  whose  names  are  inserted  in  this 
book,  do  and  will,  by  God's  assistance,  give  as  God  will 
move  us  and  as  our  ability  will  bear  at  our  first  entering. 

"  1.  But  it  is  agreed  that  none  give  less  at  their  first  en- 
tering than  twelve  pence,  and  then  quarterly  to  pay  six 
pence, 

"  2.  And,  that  this  our  benevolence  is  for  the  relief  of 
ourselves,  being  Scottish  men,  or  for  any  of  the  Scottish 
nation  whom  we  may  see  cause  to  help  (not  excluding  the 
prudential  cam  of  the  respective  prudential  townsmen 
whose  God  shall  cast  away  any  of  UB  or  them)  but  rather 
as  an  addition  thereunto, 

"3,  And,  it  is  agreed  that  there  shall  nothing  be  taken  out 
of  the  box  for  the  first  seven  years  for  the  relief  of  any  (the 
box  being  yet  in  its  minority).  '      ' 

"  4.  And  it  is  agreed  that  there  shall  be  one  chosen  (me 
of  good  report,  fearing  God  and  hating  covetouaness)  quar- 
terly to  receive  the  duties  of  said  box,  likewise  what  lega- 
cies may  be  left  unto  it. 

"5.  And  that  the  first  box-master  shall  give  up  all  the 
B  of  said  box  unto  th^  next  one  that  is  chosen,  and 


so  continue  until  the  company  may  see  any  inconvenience 
in  it  or  cause  to  alter  it. 

"  6.  And  it  is  further  agreed,  that  our  cliildren  shall  have 
the  same  privilege  with  ourselves;  they  entering  (when 
they  are  grown  up)  orderly. 
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"7.  And  it  is  further  agreed  that  those  who  doth  wilfully 
VeKlM^t  t«  pay  their  duty,  and  have  entered  for  the  space 
of  a  twelvemonth,  together,  shall  have  no  heneflt  hereafter 
by  said  box. 

"  Th«  names  of  those  who  first  hegan  to  enter  the  box, 
RXtb  of  Januarj',  1G57  :  Robert  Porteous,  first  chosen  box- 
6ler;  William  Cosser,  Alexander  Simson,  George  Thomp- 
i,  Jamefi  Moore,  James  Grant,  Thomas  Dewer,  William 
Gibeon,  Alexander  Grant,  Andrew  Jameson,  William  Bal- 
tDtjr re,  William  Speed,  James  Inglish,  John  Clark,  Peter 
Irant,  John  Knecland,  Thomas  Palsous,  William  Andcr- 
ja,  James  Webster,  Thomas  Shearer,  John  McDonald, 
Gvorgo  Trumble,  Alexander  Boyle,  John  Bennet,  Janiea 
Ailkms,  Malcolm  Maktallonie,  John  Mason." 

I  present  this  long  instrument,  not  only  to  show  their 
maoocr  of  doing  good,  but  especially  that  tlie  reader  may 
discover  from  its  tone  and  spirit  what  manner  of  men  they 
rew ;  men  "  fearing  God  and  hating  covetousness." 
By  on  expression  in  their  preamble  to  "  rules  and  laws," 
adopted  ill  I6K4.  it  may  be  inferred  that  to  many  of  them 
ikheir  wives  and  families  had  not  come,  and  that  others  had 
arned  in  the  land. 

The  surname  of  three  or  more  of  these  expatriated  men 
in  their  dettcendnnts  in  Boston  alter  a  lapse  of  tnn 
Otarics.  What  efforts  they  made  to  obtain  public  or  re- 
pou  worship  in  the  Presbyterian  form  and  a  pastor,  if 
ly.we  know  not,  hut  in  16^2  the  Rev.  Jamea  Keith  cnnia 
Hn  AtKrdeen  to  Boston,  and  it  is  reasontible  to  concluilu 
.  at,  considering  the  "  clanniahnesa  of  the  Scotch,"  he  must 
hare  done  what  he  could  to  have  gathered  together  these 
"dispereed  of  Israel  "  here,  who,  although  they  were  then 
ilaru,  were  by  birth  his  countrymen. 

Tlie  record  of  hia  labors  previous  to  1664  appears  to  bo 
lost.  At  that  date  he  was  settled  as  pastor  at  West  Bridg- 
wiler,  where  be  died  in  1719.     {Barb.,  p.  531.) 
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Huguenotx,  1688— Fiml  Precbyterinn  Clmreh— Their  I-ot  in  1704 — 
Forbidden  lo  build  for  eleven  years— 1716,  Brut  Presbyterian  Meeting 
Huuiie  bnilt  in  BoHton — Praj'ers  in  Frencli — House  fold  in  1748-^ 
LeMercier — BciUKht  by  eneniieit  of  Whitefield,  ami  it  became  a  Mass 
Houie— Frencli  Presbyterian  ism  extinct. 

No  ecclesiastical  organization  being  permitted  to  the 
Scotf^h,  these  detached  Presbyterians  in  due  time  either  re- 
turned to  their  native  land,  went  to  other  provinces,  or  be- 
came absorbed  by  the  churches  of  the  colony,  "Absorbed." 
Thus,  of  the  one  hundred  souls  given  by  the  "  Privy  Coun- 
cil" to  the  Laird  of  Pitlochie,  who  sailed  with  them  in 
September,  1685,  from  Leith  road  for  New  Jersey,  and  of 
the  surviving  one  hundred  and  forty  persons,  out  of  two 
hundred  others  (three  hundred  in  a'll),  who  in  the  same 
vessel  left  Scotland  voluntarily  to  escape  persecution — 
when  pursued  by  Mr.  Jolmston  (the  son-in-law  and  sur- 
vivor of  Pitlochie)  for  their  four  years'  service,  the  most 
part  came  to  New  England. 

In  Waterburj',  Connecticut,  the  Rev,  John  Fraser,  one 
of  these  exiles  (and  afterwards  minister  of  Alnesa,  in 
Scotland),  married  Mrs.  Jean   Moffat,  who  had  sufferod 

Sirosecution  in  the  same  manner  as  her  husband  did,  and 
or  whom,  her  father  had  paid  at  sundry  times  one  thou- 
sand merks  of  fine,  on  account  of  her  absenting  herself 
from  the  parish  church,  and  frequenting  field  meetings, 

Erior  to  her  transportation.  They  continSed  in  New  Eng- 
ind  until  they  heard  of  King  William's  accession  to  the 
throne.  Then  they  returned  to  Scotland."  (Acct.  of  Sev. 
Jos.  Fraser,  of  Pitcalzian.) 

Those  speaking  the  English  language  were  not  allowed 
to  introduce  Presbyterian  ism  info  either  of  the  New  Eng- 
land Colonies.  It,  however,  was  brought  in,  in  "  an  un- 
known tongue." 
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"About  the  middle  of  the  16th  century  fsays  MoBheim) 
all  the  French  churclies  withrmt  exception,  entered  into 
the  bonds  of  fraternal  communion  with  the  church  of 
Geneva,"  and  on  the  revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes,  Oc- 
tober 24th,  1685,  netirly  a  million  of  these  Presbyterians 
were  obliged  to  escape  from  their  native  land,  l^he  term 
Huguenot,  by  which  this  people  were  known,  has  piiiizled 
ctvmolt^sts,  but,  "on  November  11th,  ISBO,  the  Count  de 
VCUais,  Lieu  ten  ant-General  in  Languedoc,  in  a  letter  to 
Ifae  King  of  France,  calls  the  rioters,  Calviniets,  Hu- 
■aenots.  and  this  is  the  tirst  time  the  term  is  found 
in  Ihe  Registers  of  that  province  applied  to  the  Protea- 
Unls."  C/6.) 

As  "Rodliness  i^  profitable  for  all  things,  having  prom- 
^sc  of  tne  life  that  now  is,  as  well  as  of  that  which  is  to 
«anie."and  as  Calvinism  is  the  most  perfect  embodiment 
of  "the  truth  which  is  according  to  godliness,"  so,  those 
■who  coDBiBtently  profess  it,  are  always  "  diligent  in  buai- 
""W,"  maintaining  "  good  works  for  necessary  uses,"  and 
t  "  not  a  whit  behind  the  chiefest  of  any  sect  in  subdu- 
H  the  earth,  obtaining  subsistence,  stimulating  c 


Ttromoting  convenience,  and  producing  trnttickers,  who 
'wc  anionj:  the  honorable  of  the  earth.  '  Consequently, 
'Ifais  niasUTly  characteristic  stroke  of  policy  of  the  Jesuits 
"'of  "tlie  prince  of  this  world,"  drew  from  the  arteries 
""■ion,  a  large  portion  of  her  vitality.  "During  the 
m  which  ensued  above  800,000  fled  from  France, 
aint-d  immensely  by  this :  at  least  50,000  arti- 
t  refuge  in  I^ndon  and  introduced  the  manu- 
silk,  crystal  glat^ses,  jewelry  and  other  fine  works, 
of  Ibem  before  unknown,  but  ever  since  successfully 
utetl  in  Knjjland."    {AnderaoiCt  Hist,  of  C-ommerce.) 

y  carried  with  them  a  vital  faith,  frugal  habits,  and 

tke  knnwli^lge  of  new  sources  of  useful  ana  elegant  indus- 
try. Tl»'ir  (josterity  are  living  witnesses  of  what  Franco 
ku  lort  by  ihe  atrocious  cruelties  with  which  she  forced 
them  from  her  soil"  While  most  of  those  who  tied  to 
Americu  went  to  the  colonies  which  now  form  the  South- 
wn  and  Middle  States,  still,  not  a  few  of  them  came  to  New 
Kiylandi 

1  mention  first  those  who  came  to  Rhode  Island,  where, 
If  law  then,  il  was  supposed,  it  is  said,  every  Christian  sect 


I 
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excepting  Roman  Catholics,  should  enjoy  all  the  privilegea 
of  freemen.  "On  Oct.  12th,  1686,  an  agreement  was  made 
by  the  Rev.  Ezekiel  Carre  and  P.  Berton  with  the  Narra- 
gansett  proprietors  for  a  place  called  Newberry  plantation, 
but,  this  being  too  far  from  the  sea,  (Rochester)  now 
Kingston,  was  selected  and  a  new  agreement  made  at  4s. 
per  acre,  payable  in  three  years  at  six  per  cent.  Each 
family  were  to  have  one  hundred  acres  if  they  desired  it, 
and  a  proportion  of  meadow.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Carre  was  to 
have  150  acres  gratis,  100  were  assigned  for  a  glebe  and 
fifty  acres  to  sU]>port  a  Protestant  schoolmaster. 

"  Forty-five  families  commenced  the  settlement ;  built  a 
church  and  twenty-five^dwelling-houses."  Of  the  dimen- 
sions of  their  church  and  its  appearance,  we  have  no  re- 
cord, hut,  aa  their  soil  was  lawfully  obtained,  probably 
they  were  not  unduly  hindered  in  building  it  on  their  own 
land  hy  their  surrounding  religionists. 

As  Presbyterians,  after  their  distress  as  fugitives  from 
persecution  was  relieved,  they  found  no  Rvmpathy  on  New 
England  earth,  and  even  as  early  as  "l687,  the  Atherton 
company  petitioned  for  the  Refugees'  land  to  be  sold  to 
them."  If  not  "  the  filth  of  the  earth,"  they  appeared  to 
be  in  the  colony  aa  "the  ofiscouring  of  all  things." 

In  1689  (England  being  at  war  with  France}  a  French 
fleet  appeared  off  the  coast,  and  for  fear  they  should 
aid  their  countrymen  in  their  native  land,  to  whom  they 
had  been  so  deqtly  indebledin  1685,  for  banishment,  and 
slaughter  and  loss,  the  refugees  were  required  to  present 
themselves  to  John  Green,  Esq.,  at  Warwick,  and  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  British  crown.  In  consideration 
of  which,  they  were  to  remain  undisturbed,  behaving 
peaceably."     (Arnold.) 

"  They  prospered  for  some  years  until  they  were  dis- 
persed by  the  lawless  conduct  of  their  neighbors."  {lb.} 
Contests  for  jurisdiction  among  the  plantations  made 
their  surroundingB  disagreeable,  and  while  they  were  for 

Eeace,  they  had  to  abandon  in  a  few  years  their  wilderness 
omcs  on  account  of  the  distress  to  which  they  were  sub- 
jected. 

By  or  before  Sept.,  165)9,  jill  the  forty-five  families  but 
about  two  had  left  for  New  York  or  elsewhere,  excepting  a 
few  who  had  removed  previously  Jo  Bos4,on.    "In  1705 
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(Aucost  20t!i1  Dr.  Pierre  Ayrault  represented  the  outrage 
on  toe  French  settlers  committed  some  years  before,  to 
Bov,  Dudley  in  a  remonstrance  with  great  minuteness," 
•  It  was  the  most  flagrant  case  that  could  be  brought 
■C^iinst  the  people,"  but  it  was  considered  to  be,  "one  of 
those  acts  of  border  violence  with  which  the  histories  of 
■m  new  countries  abound,  for  which  the  government  could 
pot  be  held  fiiirly  responsible."     {Am.,  vol  ii..  p.  21.) 

*'  In  Br.  S.  P.  0.,  New  England,  vol.  xiii.,  is  a  plot  of  the 
French  town,  contaluing  the  names  of  all  the  familieB  on 
"heir  separate  lots,"    (,76.) 

Mobile  their  plantation  was  being  abandoned  by  border 
riolence  and  distress  occasioned  by  factions  contending 
K>r  jurisdiction  1  of  them,  individuals  emigrated  to  New- 
lOrt,  and  when  an  effort  was  made  to  establish  an  Episco- 
ml  church  in  Rhode  Lsland,  the  petition  asking  aid  from 
he  home  government  (through  the  Earl  of  Bellemonte)  was 
3iod  by  sixteen  persons,  headed  by  two  of  the  Hugue- 
Is,  Gabriel  Bcrnon  and  Pierre  Ayrould.  Though  they 
pvre  Pn-sbyteriuns,  they  became  Prehitists  for  the  means 
ifgiace.  They  appear  then  (Sept.  26th,  1699)  to,  have 
\ietn  the  only  individuals  of  the  race  remaining  in  the 
Bolony.  With  what  resuita  Avrault  represented  the  mit- 
rvgt  on  the  French  settlers  to  the  Governor  we  have  seen. 
For  them,  as  Presbyterian  settlers,  the  Congregationalist 
KctB,  of  Anabaptists  and  Quakers,  as  well  as  the  others, 
bad  no  sympathy — and  the  fruits  of  their  labors,  for  some 
tturtmn  years,  in  "subduing  the  earth,'  were  abandoned  to 
Ibor  opcreasors.  Their  habitations,  humble  in  structure, 
wbkh  had  been  dwellings  of  the  righteous,  in  which 
lud  be«i  daily  heard  the  voice  of  joy  expressed  in  the 
ilnrlody  of  thanksgiving,  were  now  left  desolate,  and  their 
"Ihtle  sanctuary,"  which  had  on  Sabbaths  echoed  en  rime 
FrsnnHse,  "  the  word  of  Christ  in  the  book  of  Psalms," 
jvesme  now  to  them  of  less  value  than  "a  lodge  in  a  gar- 
bo  of  cQcuinhers," 

The  only  further  vestiges  of  their  connection  with  the 
■oil  of  lUiodf  Island  is  thus  staled  bj-  Arnold  (vol,  ii..  p. 
55).  About  "June  13lh,  1715,  tiie  Yennissee  wnr  desola- 
lio^  SoaUi  Carolina  caused  many  of  the  planters  to  remove. 
Svrml  fomiJes.  whose  names  indicate  their  Huguenot 
n,  Sod  tu  Hhodc  laknd,  bringing  with  them  a  few 


S2  HISTORY   OF  rRESBYTEKIANISM 

Indian  slaves.  These  ladies  petitioned  the  assembly  for 
relief  from  the  import  duty  upon  their  slaves,  which  was 
.grnnted."  So  far,  for  Khode  Island;  we  now  turn  to 
Massachusetts. 

As  this  edict  was  not  revoked  till  October  24th,  "  few  or 
none  of  those  against  whom  it  was  directed  (says  S.  Drake) 
arrived  in  Boston  until  the  following  year.  Contributions 
on  their  behalf  were  made  in  Salem  in  September,  168G." 

With  those  who  came  to  this  colony  were  Mr.  Daniel 
Eondette,  Mr.  Laurie  and  Pierre  DailU,  ministers. 

Among  the  first  thirty  famiUes  who  arrived  in  Boston  in 
1686,  was  Mr.  Daniel  Johonnette,  with  his  uncle,  Mr. 
Andrew  Sigoumey,  from  Rochelle,  said  to  have  been 
with  Admiral  Coligny.  Of  those  who  arrived  in  16S7 
was  Mr.  Baudouin,  progenitor  of  the  Bowdoin  family. 
He  fled  from  France  to  Ireland,  thence  he  removed  to 
Maine,  and  thence  to  Boston.  At  this  date  there  appear 
to  have  arrived  too  many  persons  of  this  class  for  conve- 
nient location  in  Boston,  and  to  improve  their  condition, 
not  a,  few  of  them  removed  to  the  towns  of  Oxford  and 
Dou^dass,  Mass.  There,  their_ minister  was  the  Rev.  Daniel 
Bondette. 

In  their  settlements  neither  the  native  forest,  the  sterility 
of  the  soil,  nor  the  ungenial  climate  compared  favorably 
with  their  native  land,  and  they  must  have  been  exten- 
sively ignorant  of  tlie  manner  in  which,  and  reluctant  to 
spend  the  labor  hy  which,  the  earth  must  be  met  and  en- 
couraged to  yield  her  strength  for  their  comfortable  sub- 
sistence. Still  they  toiled  on  under  many  privations  until 
August  25th,  1696,  when,  by  an  incursion  of  Indians,  not  a 
few  of  them  were  killed,  their  homes  destroyed  and  their 
settlements  broken  up.  The  survivors  removed  to  Boston, 
and  afterwards  aided  their  brethren  in  the  erection  and 
support  of  the  French  church  in  that  town.    (Barb.) 

There,  maintaining  their  Presbyterian  forms  of  church 
government,  worship  and  discipline  in  a  language  not 
generally  understood  hy  the  Puritans,  who  had,  in  sympa- 
thy for  them  as  exiles  from  Papal  fury,  allowed  them  to 
occupy,  as  a  place  of  worship,  one  of  the  two  school-houses 
in  the  town,  not  silenced  by  civil  law — and  increased  by 
the  remnant  who  fled  for  life  a  second  time  from  similar 
instruments  of  desolation  and  death,  the  Huguenots  hen 
for  a  season  prospered. 


Eje. 
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AlUiOQirh  their  existence  was  in  so  far  viewed  as  an  in- 
Irusion  on  "  the  churcti  of  the  parish  "  in  the  school-house 
on  ScJiool  street,  one  or  more  of  their  niinisUrs  preached 
for  ninny  years  regularly  to  thenj,  and  they  were  organized 
inta  a  Presbyterian  clmrch  by  the  eleetion,  ordination  and 
Sn^tnllnlion  of  ruling  elders  add  the  settlement  of  a  pastor. 

Whjit  became  of  the  Rev.  Messrs-  Bondette  and  Laurie 

niH  (wcertainijd,  and  whether  the  Rev.  Pierre  Daill^  was 
tbetr  first  minister  does  not  appear,  as  the  first  notice  of 
bim  as  Ihc  pastor  of  the  French  church  in^Boston  is  found 
Jn  lOWJ.  He  was  at  this  datu  the  twentiotli  minister  settled 
in  tb.iL  tnwn. 

It  i«  prnhahle  that  he  had  then  officiated  there  for  sev- 
tTTtl  yrars,  and  he  continued  in  oflicc  until  his  death.  He 
lod  wwn  thrice  married,  smd  was  represented  (Boat.  Notion, 
lOi;  na  "pious,  charitable,  courteous  and  correct  in 


As  a  glance  at  the  customs  of  "  the  times  "  then,  and  a 
Bttlu  more  extensive  acquaintance  with  the  man,  I  detail 
tn  acoont  of  hia  will  and  burial.  In  his  will  Mr.  Daillfi 
prohibited  the  use  of  wine  at  bis  funeral,  and  directed  that 
|lov«>9  should  be  given  only  to  his  wife's  relatives.  To  the 
ministeni  of  the  town  and  to  Mr.  Walter,  of  Roxbury,  he 
8  bIovcs  and  scarves.  His  FrencJi  and  Latin  books  ho 
pm  to  fbmi  A  library  for  tlie  cliurch  ;  for  the  benefit  of  the 
iioiflt«r  the  inlercat  of  flLKI,  and  £10  to  be  put  at  interest 
iU  a  mecting-hnuse  should  be  erected, "  if  one  ever  should 
«•  boilt."  «nii  then  tliat  sum  was  to  go  towards  its  erection. 
To  olA  mnn  John  Riuvlings,  the  French  school-master,  £b ; 
■"it  ItiviDg  wife,  Miirtlia  itaillf,  £250,  my  negro  man,  Kiffy, 
imI  aUo  all  my  pl.-ilc.  clotJies,  furniture,  etc.,  etc  The  res- 
lauof  ntatv  to  "lovinij  brother  Paul  Daill^,  Vaugelade, 
1  Amsfurt,  in  Holland.''  "Good  friend  Mr.  James  Bow- 
biin,  pxociit'>r." 

It  wiM  ilatcd  20th  April,  1715,  and  proved  on  May  31st, 

fit-  f^itiic  vrixr.     Mr.  Ditillfi  was  interred  near  the  centre  of 

'■  I'urying  Ground,  opposite  to  Horticultural 

■  I  upon  the  headstone  of  his  grave  {which, 

:privf  Iri  notice  one  hundred  and  forty-five 

.  :  I  in  June,  1860),  is  this  inscription :  "  Hero 

v«  -,-.-  lwi-l\  .if  yc  Hev.  Mr.  Peter  Daille,  minister  of  the 

hcQBli  cbuich  in  Boston.     Died  the  21st  of  May,  1715,  ia 


I 
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the  67th  year  of  his  age."  Near  him  is  the  grave  of  a  for- 
mer wife,  "Seyre  Daille,  wife  of  the  Rev.  Peter  Dnille,  aged 
about  60."  She  died  August  30th,  1712.  Hie  first  wife, 
Esther  La  ton  ice,  died  14  th  December,  1696.  i,Drnh; 
p.  488.) 

Notwithstanding  that  tlie  application  made  by  "Mr. 
Toutonn  for  himself  and  other  expelled  Huguenots  to  tiie 
General  Court  to  inhahil  here  was  granted,"  and  that  they 
were  by  courtesy  allowed  to  worship  in  a  town  school- 
liouse,  still  "  the  iron  entered  into  their  souls ; "  tliey  had 
not  then,  as  Presbyterians,  liberty  of  conscience. 

Hoping  to  obtain  a  permanent  settlement,  they,  on 
January  4th,  1704.*  purchased  a  lot  from  one  of  their  own 
people  for  a  church  site.  The  transfer  of  which,  as  stated 
on  Suffolk  Records,  Fol.  22,  pp.  102-3,  reads  thus :  "  From 
James  Meares,  of  Boston,  liatter,  for  ^CllO,  current  silver 
money  of  New  England,  to  John  Tartarien,  Francis  Bredon 
and  Jean  Depuis,  elders  of  the  French  church,  and  to  their 
successors  and  asaigna  in  the  same  office  forever — in  the 
behalf  of  themselves  and  the  rest  of  the  congregation  of  the 
French  church  aforesaid,  the  lot  northerly  on  Schoolhouse 
Lane  43*  feet,  easterly  36  feet,  westerly  38i  feet,  and  south- 
erly 351  feet,  on  the  lands  of  Sarah  Robbins,  to  build  a 
meeting-house  on  for  the  worship  and  service  of  Almighty 
God,  according  to  the  way  and  manner  of  the  Reformed 
Churches  of  France." 

Owing  to  the  individuality  of  Roger  Williams,  Massa- 
chusetts was  then  and  is  now  far  astern  of  Rhode  Island  in 
liberty  of  conscience. 

While  no  English -speaking  people  were  then  allowed  to 
sell  to  them  land  on  which  to  build  a  Presbyterian  church, 
they  manifested  their  submission  to  the  laws  and  petitioned 
the  select  men  of  the  town,  for  liberty  to  erect  a  meeting- 
house (thirty-five  by  thirty  feet)  of  wood  upon  their  lot. 
But  this  prayer  was  refused  to  them  on  the  plea  that  "the 
new  school-house  would  well  accommodate  them,  as  the 


*  In  Ihin  Tear,  1704,  the  first  pnper,  called  the  Nem  Letter,  mm  pub- 
lislied  ill  Hosion  by  John  Campbell.  Tlie  name  iiidioaies  liim  lo  Iiawe 
been  a  St^ulchnian,  and  by  implioalion  r>  PrcnWleriun,  and  if  so,  inu 
iDixlem  New  England  enterpriee  was  then  Uornt'itnt,  and  beaten  by  the 
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old  one  had  done  for  some  years  past,"  and  that  it  would 
■cuomnnodate  for  .the  time  to  come  "  a  far  greater  number 
of  [H-rsuns  than  belon^'ed  to  their  congregation." 

''  Freedom  to  worship  God "  like  those  moving  mys- 
teries, the  meridian  of  "no  variation,"  and  "the  atar 
of  empire"  having,  above  eighty  yeara  since,  taken  its  way 
*wtward,  was  supjTOscd  to  have  crossed  the  Atlantic  and 
to  hftve  perched  on  Plymouth  Rock,  yet  it  had  not  at  this 
datenmvcd  so  far  west  as  Boston.  The  facts  that  they 
wem  refugees,  and  that  they  conducted  their  religious  wor- 
ship in  an  unknown  tongue,  protected  them  from  scourg- 
i&Hand  cropping,  yet  it  took  twelve  years  (after  they  had 
pQtchasoi]  and  paid  for  their  lot)  of  humble  supplication 
tosllow  Uieni  to  erect  a  Presbyterian  church  on  the  soil  of 
UiBtachusetts. 

By  tlieir  "  continued  coming  "  they  in  so  far  wearied  the 
•riirt  men  and  innovated  on  the  established  religion  us  to 
obUin  liberty,  civil  and  religious,  to  carry  out  their  pray- 
m  ind  purposes,  and  about  a.  D.  1710  a  brick  church 
tWrty-flve  by  thirty  feet,  was  erected.  From  and  afti-r 
Ihtt  Jtar  Presbyt«rianism  had  at  least  one  roof,  under 
•fciehit  found  a  place  of  habitation  for  the  mighty  God 
tHuxAt"  in  the  province. 

IWng  in  "fraternal  communion  with  the  church  in 
Citwa,"  llieir  Articles  of  Faith,  forty  in  number,  have  the 
dw  C&lviniatic  ring.  Among  them  there  is  no  "  if"  sal- 
nttm. 

Jl'lonn  of  sound  words,"  which  could,  under  Dirine 
fim,  educate,  strengthen  and  sustain  these  "sons  and 
•ntglitm  of  the  Lord  Almighty  "  to  suffer  what  supersti- 
tion, Ugotrv  and  fanaticism  had  inflicted  upon  their  fore- 
tlhat  unJer  Charles  the  Ninth  of  France,  or  to  endure 
I  atrnciou4  scenes  of  horror,  cruelty  and  devastation 
wfcich  ihcv  hnil  witnessed  among  their  native  homes,  and 
'Vhkh  had  inspired  them  with  an  endurance  which  made 
tiwDUclvM  aW  under  the  fiendish  cruelty  of  the  priest- 
lood  ddrin^;  the  roign  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth  a  spectacle 
In  God,  angels  and  to  men,  such  a  creed  ought  to  be  per- 
^iioatnl  in  time,  as  it  will  be  "  in  spirit  and  in  truth ''  in 
tfvatty,  and  1  here  present  it  to  the  reader  as  an  appendix, 
hmidBtM)  by  my  daughter,  the  late  Mrs.  Joseph  Btone.^ 
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Their  catechisms,  other  minor  "  forms  of  sound  words  " 
and  directory  for  worship  are  all  written  on  the  same  key- 
note, whOe  the  Book  of  Pmlnis  exclusively, "  Mis  en  rime 
Francoise,  par  Clement  Marot  et  Theocioi'e  de  Beze,"  set 
with  musical  notes  to  every  line,  formed  the  matter  of 
their  praise  in  the  worship  of  God. 

Thus,  taking  to  themselves  '"  the  sword  of  the  Spirit " 
and  the  whole  "armor  of  righteousness  on  the  right  hand 
and  on  the  left,"  they  passed  through  the  furnace  of  per- 
secution like  gold  01  the  seventh  refining.  Although  they 
were  "scattered  among  the  coim tries," they  now,  iike  their 
brethren  formerly  in  Rhode  Island,  even  in  Massachusetts 
found  "a  little  sanctuary." 

Tliis  "their  pious,  charitable  and  courteous"  Daillfi  was 
not  permitted  to  see,  but  in  1719  he  was  succeeded  by  the 
Rev.  Andrew  LeMercier,  a  graduate  of  Geneva,  who  was 
the  thirty -seventh  minister  settled  in  Boston.  His  eccle- 
eiastical  connection  will  be  subsequently  stated. 

He  continued  for  many  years  pastor  over  them  until, 
owing  to  the  death  of  the  aged  and  the  assunilation  of  the 
young  to  those  by  whom  they  were  surrounded,  the 
French  language  was  no  longer  by  them  exclusively  spoken. 

From  these  ciUisos  the  society  became  too  much  aimin- 
ished  for  solf-siipport ;  the  church  was  broken  Uii,  and  on 
May  7th,  1748,  the  house  was  sold  for  £3,000  "  old  tenor," 

The  sale  was  made  by  Stephen  Botineau,  the  only  sur- 
viving elder,  the  Rev.  Andrew  LeMercier,  minister,  by 
Johonnots,  Arnault,  John  Brown,  James  Packenett,  Wm. 
Bowdoin,  and  Andrew  Sigourney,  proprietors  of  said 
church,  to  the  trustees  of  the  Rev.  Andrew  Croswell's  new 
Congregational  society,  "for  the  sole  use  of  a  Protestant 
church  forever."  Said  proprietors  only  conveyed  "their 
right  and  interest  in  it."  The  house  stood  on  lots  No.  18, 
20,  and  22,  now  in  1S81,  on  School  street. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  LeMercier,  while  pastor  in  Boston,  in 
1T32  wrote  and  published  a  history  of  his  native  city,  Ge- 
neva, presenting  it  under  its  three  forms  of  religion,  Pagan, 
Papal,  and  Pi-otestant ;  a  copy  of  which  is  preserved  in 
the  library  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  and  a 

synopsis  of  which  will  be  found  in  appendix  C. He, 

as  lately  as  a.  d.  1753,  styled  himself  "pastor  of  the  French 
church."  He  was  "  a  gentleman  of  great  benevolence  and 
highly  respected." 


J 


In  v\ew  of  the  distressing  shipwreclts  which  happened 
on  the  "  Island  Sables,"  he  in  ]i3S  petitioned  the  Gov- 
mwtr  And  Council  of  Nova  Pcotia  "  for  the  property  "  of 
Ihat  islfitid,  that  he  mipht  stock  it  with  such  domestic 
inimitis  na  would  be  useful  in  preserving  alive  any  mari- 
new  who  might  escape  from  wrecks. 

His  petition  wns  granted,  and  through  his  efforts  and 
perseverance,  the  livos  of  many  were  saved,  Yet  evil- 
disposed  fishermen  stole  his  cattle  and  his  goods;  and  in 
1744  he  offered  through  the  Boston  news]>apers  a  reward 
of  £10,  for  the  discovery  of  the  deprediitors.  Jle  cnntin- 
U*H  in  full  ecclesiastical  standing  with  his  Presbj-tery  un- 
til hlR  death,  which  occurreil  about  the  end  of  March,  a.  d. 
liW,  nt  Diirchester,  in  the  72d  year  of  his  age. 

Thos  ended  the  second  introduction  of  Presbyter!  an  ism 
ilUo  New  England,  and  although  with  its  extinction  the 
Jttiy  nnd  change  of  their  language  had  much  to  do,  yet, 
'hv,  it  was  not  more  permanently  engrafted  upon  that, 
whiehwds  for  some  years  co-esistcnt  with  it,  and  which 
bnmedintely  succeeded  it — in  other  words,  why  they  did 
w*  jjfreeveringlv  retain  and  maintain  their  Presbyterian 
""Miiik-e,  sealed  by  the  blood  of  a  martj'red  ancestry — 
•  not  quite  fully  appear.  To  Boston  and  the  whole 
«n,lhey  were  materially,  morally,  and  spiritually  an 
'  M<iaiMtion — not  "  an  increase  of  sinful  men."  Yet,  by 
it*  overshadowing  influences  of  the  Colonial  religion, 
iWie  Presbyterians  had  not  "freedom  to  worship  God," 
^holdin);  and  enjoying  their  church  estate,  and  even 
ran  Mr.  CVoswell  was  to  have  been  installed,  on  October 
Sh,  A.   D.  1748,  as  a  Congregntionalist,  in  their  house 

■  cfucli  his  people  had  bought,  his  settlement  was  delayed 
(Bedny,  by  n  sort  of  "remonstrative  injunction  from  the 

■  Olil  South*  Sficiety,"  as  "the  church  of  the  parish,"    So 
■jpci  and  exacting  was  the  ecclesiastical  law  of  their  quasi 

'""jjfcte  of  this  church,  as  well  as  of  the  one  in  Kinps- 

s  astonishing.     It  was  bought  by  certain  ojjpo- 

»  Rev.  Geo.  Whitefield,  that  they  miglit  have  ti 

I  to  oppose  him,  as  it  wouM  seem  that  must 

I  existing  churches  of  Boston  anproved  of  his 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  CroswL-ll  in  a.  d.  I7S5.  the 

t,  vtninge  to  tell,  as  it  was  not  needed  by  Baptists, 
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nor  Episcopalians,  who  were  supplied,  nor  by  either  Metho- 
dists, Universal iats,  nor  Unitarians,  who  had  not  yet  been 
fully  developed  in  Boston,  was  sold  in  violation  of  the 
deeds  both  of  1704  and  174S,  by  Trinitarian  Congregation- 
alists  to  the  Roman  Catholics.  The  mass,  which  was  made 
it  is  said  for  the  first  time  in  Boston,  on  Green  street,  and 
afterwards  on  Nov,  2d,  1788,  on  board  of  a  French  ship  in 
the  harbor,  had  now  a  domicile  on  the  soil  of  Massachii- 
setts ;  and  was  planted  by  an  ecclesiastical  successor  and 
probably  a  lineal  descendant  of  those  bloody  men,  who 
Jiad  murdered  the  ancestry  of  these  Huguenots  in  their 
native  land,  a  jiriest  from  France,  "  the  Abbe  la  Poitre." 

Their  Presbyterian  property,  thus,  through  Congrega- 
tionalism, passed  to  the  use  of  Popery,  in  less  than  ninety 
years,  and  their  case  stands  probably  without  a  parallel  on 
the  page  of  history, 

Ot  them,  we  see  nothing  left.  Their  limited  privileges 
in  New  England,  their  trials,  the  absorbing  of  their  dis- 
tinctive principles  by  the  "  social  compact "  as  a  govern- 
ment rehgion,  left  nothing  to  mark  their  existence  on  the 
sands  of  time  in  the  land  of  their  adoption,  but  the 
deeds  which,  twice  violated,  swell  the  records  of  Sufl'olk 
county  registry ;  their  church  site,  now  dedicated  to  Mam- 
mon, and  those  acts  of  beneficence,  which  sprang  from 
their  Calviniatie  principles  and  which  will  be  conveyed  to 
posterity  by  such  erections  and  objects,  in  aid  of  civil  lib- 
erty and  the  diifusion  of  knowledge  among  men,  as  Fan- 
ueil  Hall  and  Bowdoin  college. 

Well  and  truthfully  is  it  said  b>'  S.  G.  Drake,  Esq. : 
"  Few  of  those  who  established  the  Prench  church  in  Bos- 
ton could  have  thought  that  a  branch  of  that  power,  from 
which  they  had  fled  their  native  land  upon  the  pain  of 
death,  would  so  soon  flourish  on  a  spot,  which  they  had 
chosen  for  a  place  of  refuge." 

How  strange,  that  these  children  of  persecution,  after 
having  escaped  for  their  hves  to  New  England,  should 
have  had  to  plead  year  by  year,  for  twelve  years,  under 
the  British  crown,  lor  liberty  to  erect  on  the  soil  which 
they  had  lawfully  purchased  a  house  of  prayer ! 

How  astonishing  the  fact,  that  the  refusal  was  made  by 
those  whose  ecclesiastical  predecessors  one  century  and 
one-third  before,  had  braved  the  horrors  of  a  waste,  howl- 
ing wilderness  for  "freedom  to  worship  God." 
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They  did  not  say — ^you  are  "  lewd  fellows  of  the  baser 
sort,"  but,  being  of  the  Presbyterian  persuasion,  this  was 
*'  the  front  of  their  offending." 

Again,  how  passing  strange,  that  in  less  than  forty  years, 
their  "little  sanctuary  "  should,  through  the  workings  of 
Congregationalism,  become  a  foothold  for  their  blood- 
thirsty persecutors;  and  the  first  spot  on  which  Papal  su- 
perstition should  permanently  adorn  the  soil  of  Massachu- 
setts with  a  mass  house!  The  French  Presbyterian 
church  in  New  England  as  an  instrumentality  had  fulfilled 
its  mission,  and  the  Master  was  now  by,  or  before  1763, 
pleased  ta  lay  it  away  until  the  day  of  final  reckoning. 
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Enthusiasm — Settlements — Assimilated  —  Colonies  —  Parish  Tax — 
Hireling — Presbyterian  Ministers — Voluntown — Rev.  vS.  Dorrance — 
Rev.  Jas.  Hillhouse,  he  split  the  Presbytery — Rev.  J.  Harvey  sus- 
pended, Moorehead  rebuked — Rev.  D.  McGregor's  Ordination — A 
Sorrowful  Spectacle — Rev.  R.  Rutherford — Temple's  Colony — A. 
Town  Sued  —  Colonies  —  Colonel  Dunbar's-  Colony  —  Waldo — The 
"Grand  Design" — A  Quarrel  for  two  years — Rev.  W.  McClenahan — 
Porpooduc — Early  decay  of  Presbyterianism  near  Casco  Bay — "  The 
Oppressed  Irish  Brethren" — No  Synod — Johnston  and  Worcester — 
'*The  Old  Garrison  House" — A  Problem  Solved — Distinct  Species — 
Chester-^Two  Presbyterians  who  would  not  pay  the  Congregational 
Tax,  imprisoned — Rev.  John  Wilson — The  New  England  Primer- 
Worship — Rouse — Ainsworth — Bay  State  Version — Tlie  first  Printing 
Press — The  Imitations — Matter  of  Praise,  an  Index — A  (piaint  title 
page — Mental  Instability — Edwards  had  lost  "conceit" — Radical 
L^dmarks. 
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We  must  now  revert  to  that  division  of  Presbyterianism 
which  wna  coexistent  with  the  French  Church  for  some 
rais,  and  which  immediutcly  succeeded  it "  in  New  Eng-  • 
iitnd.  ThlB  was  introduced  by  the  Scotch  Irish  in  a.  d. 
1713. 

Bfforo  entering  more  fully  on  their  arrival  and  its  con- 
prqiiences,  "  it  may  be  useful  to  advert  brietly  to  some  of 
Uii  circumstances  and  occurrences  in  their  native  land, 
which  conBtiluU?{l  the  great  and  leading  cause  of  most  of 
thttirNcw  Knpland  settlements."  In  doing  this,  I  shall 
citensivcly  jircscnt  the  statements  of  the  late  Rev.  Etiward 
LPu'ker,  in  his  history  of  the  town  of  Lomtonflerry,  in 
Sew  Hampshire — a  workof  great  interest,  connecting  with 
ttwo  extracts  illustrative  mutter  drawn  from  collateral 
■niKw, 

'It  will  clearly  appear,  that  it  was  religious  principle 
wJboJi  brought  our  fathers  to  this  land;  that  it  was  for 
wwcienne  sake  they  left  their  country  and  their  homes, 
■nd  'inusht  a  faitli's  pure  ahrino'  upon  our  bleak  and 
vnlus[HlaDlc  shores." 

Abwo  havB  seen,  although  at  the  Reformation  Pmtes- 

liaHsia  hw^nic  the  established  religion  in  England,  yet  it 

not  fully  clothed  in  the  simpHcity  and  purity  of  the 

,  while  it  was  by  law  enforced  with  such  rigor  that 

mher  than  eiulnro  it  and  conform,  preferred  self- 

"""  ,tond  voliihlary  exile.    The  fires  of  Smithfield, 

raped  viuUntly  during  the  daj-a  of  "bloody 

,  it  is  true,  been  quenched  by  the  accession  of 

but  toleration  (it  has  been  justly  remarked) 

beyond  ber  conception  and  beyond  her  age. 

eznmple  of  it  tn  her  successor,  James  the  First, 

not  U)  be  expi'cted  that  a  sentiment  so  wise  or 

['cmlil  have  originated  with  him."    During  their 

were  pasKed  reqiiirinu',  under  certain  penalties, 

uld  ndupt  tlio  e^tablisJii-d  religion  in  its  articles 

il  modes  of  wor-^bip.    These  aroused  resistance 

itlnni)  and  in  En-^lnnd.  and  as  we  have  seen, 

[jcted  the  invasion  of  their  rights  of  conscience 

Puritnnfl." 

designed  as  a  rtigraft,  deterred  all  but  those 
^  _  [irioiian  principle  from  uniiing  with  them,  while 
an  whom  it  rested    gloried   in  it,   withstood    the 
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encroachment  upon  their  rights,  and  demanded  greater 
simphcity  and  purity  of  worship  than  they  were  allowed 
in  the  Church  of  England.  Some  of  their  prominent  traits 
of  character  are  thus  presented  by  a  member  of  that  estab- 
lishment— Macau  lay : 

"  We  would  speak,"  says  he,  "  of  the  Puritans  aa  the 
most  remarkable  body  of  men  which  the  world  has  ever 
produced.  The  odious  parts  of  their  character  lie  on  the 
surface.  Nor  have  there  been  wanting  malicious  observers 
to  point  them  out.  For  many  years  after  the  Restoration 
they  were  the  theme  of  unmeasured  invective  and  derision. 
Most  of  their  absurdities  were  external  badges,  like  the 
signs  of  Freemasonry,  or  the  dresses  of  friara.  We  regret 
that  these  badges  were  not  more  attractive.  But  the  Puri- 
tans were  men  whose  minds  had  derived  a  peculiar  char- 
acter from  the  daily  contemplation  of  superior  beings  and 
of  eternal  interests. 

"  Not  content  with  acknowledging  in  general  an  over- 
ruling providence,  they  habitually  ascribed  every  event  to 
the  will  of  that  Great  Being,  for  wliose  power  nothing  was 
too  vast,  for  whose  inspection  nothing  was  too  minute.  To 
know  him,  to  serve  him,  to  enjoy  him,  was  to  them  the 
great  end  of  human  existence.  They  rejected  with  con- 
tempt the  ceremonious  homage  which  other  sects  substi- 
tuted for  the  pure  worship  of  the  soul.  Instead  of  catch- 
ing occasional  glimpses  of  the  Deity  through  an  obscuring 
veil,  they  aspired  to  gaze  full  on  the  intolerable  brightness, 
and  to  commune  with  him  face  to  face. 

"  Hence  originated  their  contempt  for  terrestrial  distinc- 
tions. They  recognized  no  title  to  superiority  but  the 
divine  favor,  and,  confident  of  that  favor,  they  despised 
all  the  accomplishments  and  all  the  dignities  of  the  world. 
If  they  were  unacquainted  with  the  works  of  philosophers 
and  jroets,  they  were  deeply  read  in  the  oracles  of  God. 
On'the  rich  and  eloquent,  on  nobles  and  priests,  tliey 
looked  down  with  contempt,  for  they  esteemed  themselves 
rich  in  a  more  precious  treasure,  and  eloquent  in  a  more 
sublime  language — nobles  by  right  of  earlier  creation,  and 

i)riests  by  the  imposition  of  a  mightier  hand.  Those  had 
ittle  reason  to  laugh  at  them  who  encountered  them  in 
the  hall  of  debate  or  in  the  field  of  battle, 

"These  men  brought  to  civil  and  to  military  affairs  a 
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Conines  of  judgment  and  an  immutability  of  purpose 
whii'i  were  the  necessary  effect  of  their  zeal.  The  inten- 
Hlyuf  their  feelings  on  one  subject  macie  them  tranquil 
on  every  other.  One  overpowermg  sentiment  had  sub- 
i*ct«i  ti)  itself  pity  and  hatred,  ambition  and  fear.  Death 
WWt  its  terrors,  and  pleasure  its  charms.  They  had 
ir  smiles  and  their  tears,  their  raptures  and  their  sor- 
rs,  but  not  for  the  things  of  this  world.  They  had  their 
ads  cleared  of  every  vulgar  passion  and  prejudice,  and 
raised  above  the  influence  of  danger  and  corruption. 

'Such  were  the  Puritans,  and  such  were  they  made  by 
their  religion.  Not  always  faultless,  and  their  It^ic  at 
liiDa unsound,  they  'fell  into  extravagances  occasionally — 
UtteRcct  of  the  age  in  which  they  lived ;  yet,  in  the  excel- 
lence of  their  principles,  and  in  the  wisdom  iind  result  of 
Ibeir Ubors,  they  formed  a  noble  race  of  men,  superior  to 
the  ancestors  of  any  other  nation.'  To  this  class  belonged 
'tte  Scotch  Irish  Presbyterians,  Although,  as  we  have 
*en,thcy  differed  from  'the  Pilgrims'  on  two  points,  and 
in  government  were  entirely  different  from  that  Congrega- 
timaliam  which  sprang  up  in  the  colony,  still  (as  Oalvin- 
'tk),  in  their  other  views  of  divine  truth  and  religioUB 
-Wy,  in  leal  and  flrnmess  to  resist  civil  and  ecclesiastical 
domination,  they  were  in  harmony  with  them,  and  were 
Ibrir  fdlow-suffercrs  for  conscience  sake. 
"'Th«  Scotch  Irish'  are  dcacendanta  of  a  colony  who 
"..rated  from  Argyleshire  in  Scothind  about  the  year 
1612,  and  settled  in  the  Province  of  Ulster  in  Ireland.  In 
npprt^winti  a  rebellion  of  his  Roman  Catholic  subjects  in 
*  I  Province,  two  millions  of  acres  of  land,  almost  the 
letrflhe  six  northern  counties,  including  Londonderry, 
■>  the  king,  James  the  First.  By  liberal  grants  he 
rd  his  Scotch  and  English  subjects  to  leave  their 
I  settle  there,  as  an  increasing  power  to  awe  and 
p  lUtiTes,  This  fact  accounts  extensively  for  the 
1  which  the  natives  regard  the  Protestants,  and 
■  iheir  sectarian  rancor — the  echo  of  which  is  still 
i  tn  '  Ireland  for  the  Irish.' 
t"  In  this  animosity  the  great  Irish  rebellion,  thirty  years 
rartlj*,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  First,  originated,  in 
i,accon]ing  to  gome  historians,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
1  persons  were  massacred.    The  BCttlers  of  1612 
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received  accessions  in  succeeding  years,  and  near  the  end 
of  that  century  th^  military  and  barbarous  executions  of 
Graliam  of  Claverhouse,  in  the  reign  of  James  the  Second, 
in  Scotland,  drove  many  more  thither.  These  Protestanta 
were  during  the  time  of  Cromwell  and  for  a  few  years  sub- 
sequently protected  from  the  bitter  enmity  of  the  Papists; 
but  they  had  alterwnrds  to  undergo  privations  and  Buffer- 
ings almost  unparalleled.     . 

This  monarch,  supposing  that  he  could  subdue  the  con- 
sciences of  his  people  and  bring  them  again  under  papal 
superstition,  was  the  cause  of  the  siege  of  Londonderry, 
16S9,  a  city  containing  then  about  ten  thousand  inhabi- 
tants. Just  as  his  soldiers  were  about  to  enter,  "the 'Pren- 
tice Boys,"  thirteen  in  number,  drew  up  the  bridge  and 
locked  the  water  gate.  The  other  three  gates  were  soon 
securely  fastened. 

Famine,  bombshells  and  destitution  scattered  death 
within,  while,  under  the  intrepid  Walker,  Puritans  (of  the 
stamp  above  described  by  Macaulay)  held  their  position 
for  one  hundred  and  three  days,  until  relief  arrived  from 
England.  In  the  course  of  the  night  the  Irish  army— hav- 
ing lost  eight  or  nine  thousand  men  and  one  hundred  of 
their  best  officers,  in  their  abortive  attempts  to  reduce  the 
city — ran  away.  Although  James,  during  the  summer  of 
1690,  received  supplies  from  France,  yet  he  was  soon  after 
defeated  by  the  Protestants  under  king  William  in  person 
on  the  banks  of  the  Boyne.  At  Aghrim,  the  next  year,  his 
array  was  again  completely  routed,  and  by  the  capitulation 
of  Limerick,  which  soon  followed,  his  last  stronghold  in 
Ireland  was  lost,  and  an  end  put  to  all  his  hopes  of  the 
recovery  of  his  crown. 

"The  protracted  siege  of  this  little  city  in  all  its  connec- 
tions and  consequences,  when  duly  considered,  will  com- 
pare favorably  with  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  as  a  stand 
made  in  the  cause  of  freedom.  And  yet,  important  as  it 
was,  how  few  comparatively  even  of  the  descendants  in  this 
country  of  the  brave  defenders  of  the  place,  who  had  evrai- 
tually  to  subsist  on  dog-flesh,  cat-flesh,  rats,  mice,  tallow, 
salted  hides,  horse  blood,  etc.,  are  familiar  with  the  history 
of  that  event  upon  which  was  suspended  the  rich  inheri- 
tance which  they  have  received  from  their  fathers,  and 
which  they  are  to  transmit  to  future  generations!     So 
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bnportimt  did  the  king  and  Parliament  consider  the  defence 
of  \iiit  city,  and  so  highly  did  they  appreciate  the  valor, 
the  wdurunce  and  the  worth  of  its  defenders,  timt.  in  addi- 
im  to  rertoin  grunts,  nn  act  was  passed  exempting  from 
tiulion  tlirougliout  the  British  dominions  all  wlio  had 
lame  «ins  in  the  city  during  the  siege." 

Such  tried  spirits  when  they  emigrated  to  America,  siicli 
loTets  of  Christian  liberty,  were  well  prepared  lo  encounter 
tbehanlsfaitts  and  endure  the  trials  of  forming  new  settle- 
mentB.  \Vc  here  also  see  the  result  of  the  labors,  in  com- 
01811  with  others,  of  Blair  and  Livingstone,  who  were  provi- 
dentially hindered  in  1630  from  coming  on  the  "  kitgje'a 
Wing"  to  the  Merrimac.  Tiio  grandchildren  of  their 
ksven  nnd  people  in  due  time  fulhlled  the  mission  which 
IhcT  nnd  tlieir  one  hundred  and  forty  fellow -passengers 
twi  attempted  in  vain. 

_Soiwi  ills  Ian  ding  their  firm  allegiance  to  the  croivn,  the 
liiA  Presbyterians  founil  themselves  after  the  downfall 
VA  departure  of  James  to  France,  in  unpleasant  circiim- 
*toCM,  which  continued  under  William  the  Third,  Queeo 
AiiiiinJ  Ciporge  the  First. 

Ifcey  were  dissenters  from  the  Church  of  England,  and 

W  to  experii'nee  many  embarrassments,     "  They  were 

hdced  [icrmitted  to  maintain  their  own  forms  of  worship 

VBDuiested ;  still,  they  were  compelled  to  aid  in  support- 

'~%i  minietcr  of  the  established  religion — and  a  tenth  part 

ifl  (heir  iiicrcaBe  was  rigorously  exacted  for  this  )»urpo8e, 

hIk)  held  their  lauds  and  tenements  by  lease  from  the 

id  not  as  proprietors  of  the  soil.     With  an  iiiex- 

'  'b  thirst  for  liberty,  they  could  not  bear  to  be 

lelled  in  their  civil  and  religious  rights."    They 

_  inded  by  the  native  Irish,  and  "on  the  same 

Uacaulayi  dwell  two  populations  locally  inter- 

"lly  and  politically  sundered.    The  difference 

3  by  no  means  the  only  difference,  and  was 

even  the  chief  difference  which  existed  be- 

They  sprang  from  different  stocks.    They 

it  languages.    They  had  different  national 

strongly  opposed  as  any  two  nations  in 

ley  were  in  widely  different" stages  of  civiliai- 

icre  could,  therefore,  be  little  sympathy  between 

;  and  centuries  of  calamittos  and  wrongs  had  gener- 

~  tUong  anti|>athy," 


la 
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"The  appellation  of  Irish  was  then  given  to  the  Celts 
and  to  those  families  whieh,  though  not  of  Celtic  origin, 
had  in  the  course  of  ages  degenerated  into  Celtic  manners. 
These  people,  probably  somewhat  under  a  million  in  num- 
ber, had  with  few  exceptions  adhered  to  the  Church  of 
Rome.  Among  them  resided  about  two  hundred  thousand 
colonists,  proud  of  tiieir  Saxon  blood  and  of  their  Protis- 
tant  faith. 

"Tlie  great  superiority  in  intelligenne,  vigor  and  organi- 
zation of  the  minority  over  the  others  more  than  compen- 
sated for  their  excess  in  numbers." 

The  one  people  had  an  open  Bible  and  faithful  ex- 
pounders of  its  truth — the  other,  their  holy  wat«r,  organs, 
baldachins,  beads  and  crucittxes.  Mental  nourishment, 
so  varied,  necessarily  produced  lives,  manners  and  influ- 
ences of  a  totally  different  nature.  It  was  in  view  of  these 
associations,  embarrassments  and  evils  experienced  in  their 
native  land,  that  emigrants  to  America,  and  especially  the 
first  colony  of  Presbyterians  who  came  to  New  England, 
were  disposed  to  leave  their  homes  and  the  many  comforts 
there  enjoyed,  for  an  untried  region  and  the  labors  and 
sufferings  incident  to  a  settlement  in  a  new  country. 

"  In  the  sixth  year  of  George  tlie  First,  in  1719,  the  Par- 
liament of  Ireland  passed  an  Act  of  Toleration  (so  called), 
under  which  dissenters  must  subscribe  the  doctrinal  Arti- 
cles of  the  Church  of  England.  This  the  Irish  Presby- 
terians would  not  accept.''     (  Web.,  p.  Otj.) 

Beside  this,  *'  they  were  cliarged  with  persecuting  their 
Episcopal  countrymen,  forced  to  suTimit  to  the  'sacrament^ 
test,'  blamed  with  perverting  the  royal  bounty  from  th« 
purposes  for  which  it  was  designed,  and  were  accused  of 
uniting  with  'the  disgusted  ])arty  '  of  the  Established 
Church,  and  with  Deists,  Socinians  and  all  other  enemies 
of  revealed  religion,  and  even  with  the  Papists  themselves, 
in  order  to  destroy  the  constitution  of  the  kingdom."  For 
these  false  charges  they  sought  redress. 

In  November,  1713,  three  Presbyterian  ministers,  the 
Rev.  Mr,  Kirkpatrick,  of  Belfast,  the  Rev.  John  Abemethy,  ' 
of  Antrim,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Iredell,  of  Dublin,  laid  befora  ' 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  "a  representation  of  the  state  of  their  [ 
cburct'i,  setting  forth  the  grievances  under  which  ministers  ,. 
and  people  were  still  suflering,  and  they  state  how  discoiir- 
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-Iged  Uicy  were  by  the  frequent  dianppointment  of  their 
iMjits  of  relief ;  and  tbey  asaure  his  gr.tee  that '  the  melan- 
choly apprehensions  of  these  things  have  put  several  of  us 
upon  tho  thoughts  of  transplanting  ourselves  into  America, 
Quit  we  may  there  in  a  wilderness,  enjoy,  by  the  blessing 
dfOod.  thHt  ease  and  quiet  to  our  consciences,  persons  and 
bniilies  which  is  denied  us  in  our  native  countrj'.''' 
lKfid,vol.  iii..  p.  95.) 

Although  after  the  accession  of  Gooi^e  the  First  to  the 
IlinDe  in  1714,  some  ol"  their  grievances  were  removed,  yet 
■  previously  their  position  was  uncomfortable,  for  in  1713 
"the  oppressed  brethren  from  the  north  of  Ireland  "  (as 
JMwr  culls  them)  began  to  emigrate  to  New  England. 
Hie  Rev.  Thomas  Craighead,  who  came  among  the  first 
thus  self-banished,  arrived  in  1715.  His  piety 
highly  commended  by  the  Rev.  Cotton  Mather,  yet  his 
IM  ecclesiastical  polity  did  not  coincide  with  the  es- 
HUiihed  religion  of  the  colony,  even  while  the  purity  of 
'  PuiUniein  was  untarnished.  He  remained  in  New  Eng- 
had  about  eight  years.  He  was  employed  in  the  ministry 
•I  ftwtown  (or  Assonet),  Bristol  county,  Mass.,  and  in 
1721  he  went  to  the  Jerseys.  He  was  afterwards  for  sev- 
«nl  years  [wstor  at  Pequea,  in  Pennsylvania.  The  Presby- 
Wiuwof  that  colony  requested  him  to  write  to  Presbyte- 
■uiulaDding  in  New  England,  and  he  accordingly  wrote 
tuUie  Rev.  John  McKinstry  and  the  Rev.  John  Campbell, 
bpugtbem  to  remove  to  his  vicinity.  In  their  cases  he 
•IS  not  sucressful.  They  died  in  the  service  of  Congrega- 
iioiiliBm.  He  also,  in  1736,  wrote  to  the  Rev.  John 
NDorehend  and  hia  congregation  in  the  name  of  the  Synod 
JK*.),  urging  them  on  the  suspension  of  their  pastor  to 
with  them,  but  neither  dependence  nor  control  re- 
hiB  solicitations.  No  connection  was  ever 
in  the  Boston  congregation  and  that  Synod, 
bnne  installed  pastor  of  Upper  and  Lower 
now  Big  Spring,  he  died  in  1739. 
iiated,  nor  consideral>le  number  of  this  people 
i4iaTo  come  to  New  Kngland  before  171S,  when 
'  mtla.  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  families, 

Boston  on  August  4th,  in  that  year. 
.J  man,  a  son  of  a  Presbyterian  clergyman,  called 
Iuk)  visitod  New  England,  and  of  it  had  taken  to 
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Ireland  a  very  favorable  account.  Consequently  his  father 
and  three  other  Presbyterian  ministers,  James  McGregor, 
William  Cornwell  and  William  Boyd,  with  a  portion 
of  their  respective  congregations,  determined  on  a  removal 
to  these  colonies.  To  prepare  the  way  and  secure  a  recep- 
tion, they  early  in  the  year  1718  sent  the  Rev.  Mr.  Boyd 
with  an  address  to  Governor  Shute  of  Massachusetts, 
expressing  a  strong  desire  to  remove  to  New  England 
if  he  should  afford  to  them  suitable  encouragement. 

They  also  employed  Mr.  Boyd  to  make  all  the  necessary 
arrangements  with  the  civil  authority  for  their  reception. 
This  address,  concise  and  appropriate,  is  signed  by  two 
hundred  and  seventeen  persons.  Nine  of  them  were  min- 
isters of  the  gospel,  three  of  the  others  were  graduates  at 
the  University  in  Scotland,  and  all  but  seven  (who  made 
their  marks)  subscribed  their  names.  This  fact  shows  that 
they  were  superior  to  the  common  class  of  emigrants. 
Mr.  Boyd  received  from  the  Governor  the  desired  encour- 
agement, and  so  soon  as  his  friends  in  Ireland  were  thus 
informed  by  him,  they  converted  their  property  into 
money,  and  embarked  in  five  ships  for  Boston. 

Their  motives  for  colonization  and  removal  we  gather 
not  only  from  the  facts  above  stated,  but  also  from  a  manu- 
script sermon  of  the  Rev.  James  McGregor,  one  of  the  four 
pastors  who  accompanied  their  flocks  to  America.  It  was 
addressed  to  them  on  the  eve  of  their  embarking,  from 
those  very  appropriate  words  of  Moses  when  conducting 
the  chosen  tribes  to  the  promised  land :  "  If  thy  presence 
go  not  with  me,  carry  us  not  up  hence."  In  the  applica- 
tion of  the  subject  to  their  emigration,  he  states  the  follow- 
ing as  reasons  of  removal  to  America : 

1.  To  avoid  oppression  and  cruel  bondage. 

2.  To  shun  persecution  and  designed  ruin. 

3;  To  withdraw  from  the  communion  of  idolaters. 

4.  To  have  an  opportunity  of  worshipping  God  according 
to  the  dictates  of  conscience  and  the  rules  of  his  inspireoL 
word. 

The  first  minister  of  Aghadoey  (supposed  to  be  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Boyd)  was  deposed  in  1G61  for  non-conformity, 
but  continued  to  minister  to  the  people  for  years.     He  ra- ' 
tired  to  Derry,  and  remained  in  the  city  all  the  time  of  the 
fiiege,  and  he  died  in  that  charge  in  1699.    He  was  such^ 
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Iteied  by  tlie  Uev.  Jamos  McGregor,  who  was  ordained  in 
-A^adoey  on  June  27th,  1701.  In  1718  he  resigned  the 
diarge  and  came  to  America. 
Sixteen  families  of  these  emigrants  left  Boston  and  went 
<Casco  Bay,  now  Portland,  in  Maine,  to  found  a  settle- 
^Bient.  They  arrived  there  late  in  autumn.  Many  of  the 
ifunilies  had  to  remain  on  the  ship  all  winter,  and  they 
nOered  much. 

Before  going  in  sprinff  to  select  their  territory,  to  which 
they  had  been  directed  by  Governor  Shute,  as  they  dieem- 
Wked  (accordiiie  to  tradition),  they  united  in  acts  of  re- 
ligiotu  worship,  devoutly  acknowledging  the  Divine  good- 
oca  in  preserving  them  from  the  dangers  of  the  sea  and 
during  the  unusually  severe  winter.  No  one  of  their  num- 
ber had  suffered  by  sickness  or  was  removed  by  death. 
BUnding  on  tlie  shore  of  the  ocean  which  separated  them 
Inun  their  native  land,  they  offered  their  devout  praises  in 
tbifmost  touching  of  all  songs,"  the  137th  psalm  in  the 
I^byteriao  metrical  v 


"Oh.  Iiow  llie  Lord'ii  roaiz  «hal\  we  auig, 
Wilhiii  a  foreign  Innd ! 
Iftltee,  Jeruflaleni,  I  furgel, 
Skill  pun  frooi  lu;  right  hand." 

Although  the  arrival  of  the  Bhijis  at  Boston  on  AuKUst 
w,  1718,  was  duly  noticed,  yet  not  a  favorable  worn  is 
<0d  of  tlje  passengers.  Tliey  were  called  "  a  parcel  of 
indi." 

N«y,  the  story  is  more  than  tradition,  that  they  were 
Mbvorahly  received  by  llie  inhabitants.  They  were  not 
plted  with  rotten  notutoes  on  leaving  the  wharf,  for  there 
WW  none  in  Nvw  England  until  they  then  brought  them, 
ntwith  other  miiiailea. 

Th*y  were  Iriidi  and  not  English;  and  although  they, 
M  tVubytt-rlaiis,  escaped  better  than  the  Quakers  and 
iuliaptiHt^,  who  preceded  tliem,  had  done,  yet  tlieir  pre»< 
BK*  wiu  not  agreeable  Ui  those  who  had  hitherto  dwelt  so 
Miriy  sltHie.  under  the  union  of  the  government  of  the 
■loajr  with  theii  ..ucculiar  ecclesiastic^  regimen,  which 
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"  had  taken  its  rise  in  New  England."  Consequently,  they 
generally  went  to  the  interior,  to  the  wilderness,  and  less 
cultivated  parts  of  the  country,  while  individuals  of  them, 
by  indemnifying,  obtained  a  residence  in  Boston  and  other 
prosperous  towns. 

As  we  have  seen,  a  part  of  them  went  to  Casco  Bay. 
They  were  informed  by  Governor  Shute,  that  there  was 
good  land  in  that  vicinity  which  they  might  have.  This 
watt  to  them  pleasant  intelligence,  as  they  desired  to  carry 
into  effect,  as  a  community,  their  particular  design  and 
secure  the  enjoyment  of  religious  ordinances  under  the 
ministry  of  their  favorite  teacher,  the  Rev.  James  Mc- 
Gregor. In  the  meantime  he.  with  the  remaining  families, 
retired  from  Boston  into  the  country;  some  to  Andover, 
others  to  Dracut,  until  a  suitable  tract  of  land  for  perma- 
,  nent  settlement  should  be  found. 

On  the  opening  of  spring,  they  commenced  an  examina- 
tion of  their  territory  m  the  wilderness.  After  having  ex- 
plored the  country  for  some  distance  eastward  from  Casco 
Bay,  finding  no  tract  that  pleased  them,  they  returned, 
went  westward  and  ascended  the  Merrimac  to  Haverhill, 
where  they  arrived  on  the  2d  of  April,  old  style. 

While  at  Haverhill  they  heard  of  a  fine  tract  of  land, 
about  fifteen  miles  distant,  called  Nutfield,  on  account  of 
the  abundance  of  the  chestnut,  butternut  and  wa,lnut 
trees,  which  grew  in  its  forests. 

Leaving  their  families  at  Haverhill,  the  men  examined 
the  tract,  and,  ascertaining  that  it  was  not  appropriated, 
they  at  once  decided  to  here  take  up  their  ^rant,  which 
they  had  obtained  from  Governor  Shute,  of  a  township 
twelve  miles  square. 

Having  selected  the  spot  on  which  to  commence  their 
settlement,  and  having  built  a  few  temporary  huts,  which 
they  left  in  charge  of  two  or  three  of  their  number,  thfey 
brought  from  Haverhill  their  families,  provisions,  imple- 
ments of  labor,  and  what  little  household  furniture  tti^ 
could  collect.  A  part  returned  by  way  of  Dracut,  where 
Mr.  McGregor  had  spent  the  winter  in  teaching,  that  they 
might  bring  him  with  them.  As  tradition  says,  the  two 
parties  arrived  about  the  same  time,  April  11th,  old  style, 
1719. 

Mr.  McGr^or  made  to  them  an  impressive  address  on 
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Uie  apot  so  happily  selected,  coiifcratulating  them  on  the 
pmpilious  tcrniinalion  of  their  wamieriiigs,  their  signal 
}nwrvation  ns  n  enmpany  while  crossing  the  ocean,  itnd 
mot  their  arrival  in  thin  country,  and  exhorted  tlieni  to 
oontinQetl  confidence  in  God,  planted  aa  they  now  were 
in tht vildcrneK!,  and  "strangers  in  a  fltran<re  land."  On 
April  12lh.  under  a  large  oak,  he  preaclied  to  them  (from 
IftUxii.  2)  his  first  sermon  in  the  town.  Then,  for  the 
fim  time,  did  that  wilileniess  and  anlitary  place,  over 
which  savage  trilies  had  for  centuries  roamed,  resound 
with  tl«j  voice  of  praise  and  prayer,  and  echo  to  the  sound 
o^lhe  gospel.  The  symi  and  tree  were  long  after  regarded 
widi  a  degree  of  reverence,  lint  in  the  last  one-third  of  the 
ninetwntii  century,  vencralinn  fur  a  I'alvinistic  ancestry, 
tiwr  monuments,  lin|>rs  iiml  ]ir<>^|iii'!s,  is  nenrlj-,  if  not 
Oaitt.a  la§t  virlUi'.  Tlicir  rml"  liw  liiu--  were  erected  on- 
ineiwo  banks  of  WcKtrunnin-  lnunk,  r;dli'ii  "'the  common 
iHd,*'and  etood  thirty  rods  aiiart.  When  the  intervening 
fa«ta  had  heen  (as  tfiey  soon  were)  cut  down,  in  summer 
••wan^a  "the  voice  of  rejoicing  and  salvation  "  was  heard 
■Moiilin)!  from  these  "tahernacles  of  the  righteous,"  and 
6f  Kcent-s  this  side  of  heaven  could  be  found  more  touch- 
bjttlian  tlie  echoes  of  the  surrounding  forests  to  the  voices 
n  Umbo  devout  worshippers,  as  they  lifted  up  their  even- 
hf  songs  to  their  Fatlier  in  heaven,  usually  about  the 
■uii»  hour,  sometimes  in  the  same  tunes,  "  Dundee's  wild 
Wufclings,"  or  "  Plaintive  Martyrs,"  Coleshill,  or,  the  Old 
BndmJ.     Up  or  down  the  stream,  it  was  the  same. 

liny  did  not  delay  in  securing  the  means  of  grace,  and 
iiinin  as  it  could  be  done  in  order,  they  called  the  Rev. 
Jitta  McGregor  to  be  their  pastor.  They  had  to  submit 
feMrae  informalities,  as  there  as  yet  existed  no  Presbytery 
iftbelmunds.  from  whom  they  could  ask  the  moderation 
tfacall.  Tliis  was  not  absolutely  necessary,  for  Mr.  Mc- 
dnpit  huil  hi-i'ii  ordained  in  a.  d.  1701,  and  some  of  the 
f-irnird  a  part  of  his  pastoral  charge  in  Ire- 
■  ri!;!;_'!\-.  iiii  :l  day  appointed  for  the  purpose, 
iiiMed,  he,  in  connection  with  a]> 
I -,  solemnly  assumed  the  pastoral 
fof  '.H  1  !,']ri]i  jiid  congregation;  and  they,  with 
lemniiy  ;uid  hy  a  formal  act,  received  him  as  their 
I  spiritual  guide.    He  preached  to  them  on  tba 
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occaaion  from  Ezekiel  xxxvii.  26.  To  the  infant  settle- 
meiit  these  were  appropriate,  and  for  generations,  pro- 
phetic words.  Having  shown  that  it  is  tlie  Lord  who 
places  a  people  io  a  land,  multiplies  them  therein,  and 
atfords  to  them  the  ordinances  of  religion,  he  reminded 
his  brethren  that '  they  should  devoutly  acknowledge  the 
provideace  of  God  in  all  past  changes,  particularly  in  their 
emigration  to  this  new  world ;  that  they  should  live  by 
faith  in  what  was  before  them ;  fervently  pray  that  God 
would  continue  to  bless  them ;  be  firmly  united  with  one 
another ;  walk  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  keep  his  charge.' " 

These  discouraea  show  that  their  removal  and  settla- 
inent  was  from  religious  principle,  and  in  reliance  on  the 
divine  guidance  and  protection.  God  in  his  providence 
multiplied  them,  so  that  from  this  settlement  many  others 

,  were  early  formed,  even  in  some  towns  where  they  met 
with  legislative  as  well  aa  ecclesiastical  opposition. 

Having  thus  the  opportunity  of  dwelling  alone  in  their 
town,  which  was  incorporated  in  June,  1722,  of  controlling 
its  civil  matters,  and  favored  from  the  first  with  moral 
and  religious  institutions,  they  soon  became  a  thriving, 
prosperous  and  respectable  community.  In  1723  they 
built  a  house  for  their  minister,  and,  in  the  next  year,  a 
meeting-house.  In  six  years  they  had  four  schools  in 
town — kept,  each  of  tliem,  for  one-half  of  each  year — and 
within  nine  years  of  its  first  settlement,  Londonderry  paid 

.  one-fifteenth  of  the  State  tax. 

It  was  not  only  a  place  of  rest  to  which  not  a  few  of 
their  countrymen  resorted,  but  it  soon  became  a  nursery, 
from  which  several  other  towns  were  formed. 

Instead,  however,  of  tracing  the  ot^anization  and  estab- 
lishment of  churches  in  those  towns,  which  principally,  or, 
in  part,  obtained  their  population  from  this  maternal  one, 
thus  civilly  and  religiously,  so  favorably  situated,  we  now 
chronologically  direct  our  attention  to  sketches  of  the  his- 
tory of  other  portions  of  "  the  oppressed  brethren  from  the 
north  of  Ireland." 

I  begin  with  those  who  sought  a  home  in  Worcester, 
Massachusetts.  "This  town  (says  Wni.  Lincoln,  Esq. 
Hist  Wor.,  pp.  47,  48,  191, 194,  Ed.  1837)  shared  liberally 
in  an  accession  to  the  population  by  a  colony  of  Scots,  in 
the  early  years  of  the  last  century.     Loaded  tin  Ireland) 
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'ilh  the  tythes  of  the  harvest,  and  with  lands  held  by 
mancy  under  exorbitant  rents,  they  embarked  for  a  coun- 
:y,  wliere  "  (they  supposed]  "  religious  freedom  was  united 
■ith  civil  liberty,  and  neither  tything-man  nor  tax-frath- 
rer  had  oppressive  jurisdiction.    A  company  of  them  ar- 
ived  in  1719,  and  it  is  said  tliey  were  accompanied  by  the 
'Rev.  Edward  Fitzgerald  from  Londonderry,  who  preached 
to  thent  for  some  time  in  the  old  garrison  house.    They 
'flttffered  illiberal  opposition  and  even  active  hostility. 
"Having  formed  a  religious  society,  they  commenced 
Ae  ereetiiin  of  a  meeting- house  on  the  west  side  of  the 
BoAon  road,  north  of  the  house  of  Frederic  W.  Paine, 
Eaq.    The  material  liud  been  procured,  the  frame  had  been 
nuaed,  and  the  building  was  fast  in  progress  of  construc- 
tion, irben    the   inhabitants   gathered   tumultuously  by 
night,  hewed  down  and  demolished  the  structure.    Per- 
Miu  of  consideration  and  respectability  aided  in  the  riot- 
om  work  of  violence,  and  the  defenceless  foreigners  were 
maip^ed  to  submit  to  the  wrong. 

"The  riotous  act  was  sustained  by  the  intolerant  spirit 
of  the  day,  and  the  injured  foreigners  were  compelled  to 
Tnonni  in  silence  over  the  ruins  of  their  altar,  profaned  by 
Uw  hand  of  violence." 

In  oar  boasted  "  light  of  the  nineteenth  century  "  to 
01117,  *''*'''  violence  by  a  devout  people  making  a  high 
pmsion  of  godliness,  wilt  appear  almost  incredible,  but 
tl  *M  even  so. 

"He  strangers  were  not  treated  with  common  decency 
brtbeir  English  neigh lK)r8,"  whose  fears  were  excited  lest 
tujihould  outnumber  them  in  town-meeting  and  com- 
nt  tbem  to  supiwrt  a  Presbyterian  minister.  "I^t  us 
■mJ  vtBely  with  them,  lest  they  multiply  and  they  become 
Wn  ind  mightier  than  we,"  was  the  language  of  the  new 
bof  ovtT  Euypt,  Uiat  knew  not  Joseph.  And  the  same 
luigiple,  Uie  fenr  of  the  loss  of  civil  power,  then  actuated 
HiMI.  who,  ta  yet,  controlled  the  compulsory  support  of 
Bh gospel  ill  this  town.  "  Little  care  was  taken  (says  Mr. 
taadtil  to  prrscr\'e  the  memorials  of  this  unoffending, 
fc«l  penecijted  people,  whose  history  discloses  only  the 
hVMlce  and  intolerance  of  our  ancestors.  Few  facts  can 
kOThtu(«rtained  of  their  struggles  with  the  prejudices 
Ml  boBtility,  which  finally  drove  them  away  to  seek  aa 
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asylum  in  other  colonies.  The  nnniber  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian communicants  is  said  to  have  been  nearly  equal  to 
those  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  the  Presbyterian 
clergyman  was  once  invited  to  occupy  the  vacant  jiulpit, 
but  the  request  was  not  repeated."    (P.  192.) 

How  long  the  Kev.  Mr.  Fitzgerald  labored  among  them 
13  uncertain,  but  it  was  not  jirobably  long,  as  he  (.says  Mr. 
Lincoln)  "removed  for  want  of  maintenance,  and  left 
Worcester  before  the  settlement  of  the  Rev.  Jlr,  Burr,"  on 
October  13th,  1725.*  "At  his  settlement,  it  was  under- 
stood, that  if  the  Presbyterians  would  aid  voluntarily  in 
his  support,  they  should  be  permitted  to  place  in  the 
pulpit,  occasionally,  teachers  of  their  own  denomination; 
and  the  foreigners  united  with  the  other  inhabitants." 

After  some  time,  they  found  that  their  expectations  would 
not  be  realized. 

They  then  withdrew,  and  the  Ecv.  \Vm.  Johnston  was 
installed  as  their  minister. 

This  took  place  some  time  near  1736.  A\Tien,  from  the 
loss  of  the  records  of  Presbytery,  does  not  appear. 

Being  compelled  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  Mr. 
Burr,  an  appeal  was  made  to  the  justice  of  their  fellow -towns- 
men in  1736-7  by  the  Presbyterians  for  relief  from  a  tax 
inconsistent  with  their  religious  privileges,  as  British 
subjects,  but  without  avail.  The  Congregational  oppo- 
nents, in  their  answer,  said  that  "the  ordination  of 
Mr.  Johnston  waa  disorderly.  The  recorded  answer  to 
their  application  furnishes  a  curious  specimen  of  mingled 
subtlety  and  illiberality. "  (P.  193.)  We  insert  it,  as  a 
fact  from  which  the  reader  can  make  his  own  deductions. 

"  In  1736-7,  the  Scotch  Presbyterians,  ten  persons,  resi- 
dents, prayed  to  be  reUevcd  from  supporting  JMr.  Burr,  as 
they  had  settled  the  Rev.  Wm.  Johnston.  Their  petition 
was  refused  as  unreasonable,"  for  1st.  It  does  not  appear 
from  their  names  who  they  are,  and  it  would  be  too  much 
at  random  to  do  so. 

2dly.  It  does  not  appear  that  they  are  actuated  by  just 
principles  of  conscience,  as  should  necessitate  their  forsak- 
ing us.     We  hold  to  the  Westminster  Confession  of  Faith, 

0  llie  Rev.  Mr.  KiUgernld 
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V^hich.  thpy  any,  they  promised  to  adhere  to.  We  do  not 
substantia  fly  differ  Irom  tlie  divines  at  Westminster  as  to 
tlic  worship,  discipline  and  government*  of  the  church. 
They  may  enjoy  their  way,  which  they  call  Presbyterian- 
isni,  with  us  and  their  consciences  not  be  imposed  upon  ia 
anything.  A  number  of  those  now  withdrawing  were 
jointly  concerned  in  settling  Mr.  Burr  and  in  our  fellow- 
M>ip.  We  know  not  why  they  should  not  continue  with 
us. 

8dly.  We  look  on  the  matter  as  disorderly,  not  to  men- 
tion that  the  ordination  of  their  minister  they  speak  of 
was  disorderly  even  with  respect  to  the  principles  by 
•liicli  Ihey  pretend  to  act  by,  as  well  as  with  us,  up  to  whom 
Ihejr  fland  related,  and  they  enjoy  with  us  nil  proper 
■(lemj.  Christian,  and  civil  rights.  Their  separating  from 
l» being  contrary  to  tlie  publick  establishment  ana  lawa 
cfthis  province  and  contrary  to  their  own  covenant  with 
IB,  ttna  aUo  very  imreasonabiy  weakening  to  the  town, 


wbngc  numbera  and  dimensions,  the  north  part,  being  ex- 
nnptrd  by  the  vote  of  the  town  from  paying  to  Mr.  Burr, 
will  not  admit  of  the  honorable  support  of  two  ministers 
*f^^{»el,  and  tending  to  breed  division,  destructive  of 
"■r  peace,  and  upon  which  and  other  accounts,  the  town 
nfiwe  1*^1  com|ily  with  the  request  of  dismissing  said  peti- 
•iooerB."     ( Torn  Records.^ 

"Many  unable  to  endure  the  insults  and  bitter  pr^u- 
Jic*»  they  encountered,  removed  to  Otsego  county.  N.  Y.; 
lAen  joined  their  brethren  of  the  same  denomination, 
rtahad  now  commenced  the  settJemenC  of  the  town  of 
Muim,  Maiis.,  and  were  Bome  years  afterward  under  the 
pMonl  care  of  the  Rev.  liiilph  Abercrombie." 

"About  thirty  "  ( it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  Mr.  Lin- 
alodoes  not  say  which,  persons,  or  families)  "remained 
4i  Worcester  after  the  dispersion  of  the  reBt,"t  Their  paa- 
^the  R«v.  Wm.  Johnston,  was  settled  in  Windham,  N.  U., 
■Hjr  in  1747.    "  Their  settlements  in  other  places  were  ap- 


*AilD"corenimen(,"  tlii*  ia  aimplv 

tltw  iiicw-lrj'  of  the  Blalr»  iif  iHifil 

■4  i*  Jlwotiri,  a*  wi^M  nti  uf  lliuHe  iti 

Mw  iht  rniildle  of  the  19tli  (.tiiitury,  i 


I  fiime  in  Wadliington,  D.  C, 
■uro,  Xovfl  Sc'ciiin.  nnJ  Boston, 
e  buiieil  in  Worceaier  before 
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proached  by  bodies  of  armed  men,  and  their  property  in 
flome  instances  wantonly  destroyed."  "They  were  every- 
where abused  and  misrepresented  as  Irish."    (P.  48.)* 

To  remove  this  odium,  they  petitioned  the  General 
Court  of  Masaachusette  to  call  them  Scots,  yet  tlieir  relig- 
ion contributed  much  more  to  produce  and  vivify  it  than 
did  their  race  and  nation. 

The  germ  of  all  the  opposition  shewn  to  them  was 
in  their  scriptural  form  of  church  government.  If  they 
had,  like  the  Scotch,  who  were  brought  over  in  a.  d.  1652, 
made  (so  far  as  now  appears)  no  efforts  to  organize  Pres- 
byterian churches,  but  melted  away  religiously  into  the 
common  mass,  this  odium  would  have  been  soon  lost  by  in- 
termarriages and  the  influences  of  the  other  social  relations. 
The  General  court,  never  surcharged  with  loye  to  Presbyte- 
rians, nor  their  principles,  does  not  appear  to  have  granted 
the  desired  relief.  The  Saybrook  platform,  adopted  in  a.  n. 
1708,  sufficiently  verifies  the  position,  that  the  "front  of 
their  offending  "  was,  that  tliey  were  Presbyterians.  In  it, 
this  order  of  polity  is  ignored,  if  not  opposed. 

To  these  strangers,  however,  it  was  dear — not  only  be- 
cause that  to  its  blessings,  under  the  kind  providence  and 
grace  of  God,  they  were  indebted  for  all  their  heroism  of 
soul,  which  they  possessed,  but,  because,  in  their  belief,  it 
was  the  only  form  authorized  by  the  Holy  Scriptures  j  aa 
both  Prelacy  and  Congregationalism  must  borrow  from  it, 
while  it  cannot,  in  safety,  borrow  anything  from  either  of 
them. 

How  early  measures  were  taken  to  form  a  Presbytery 
in  New  England  and  to  unite  its  subordinate  courts,  we  do 
not  precisely  know,  as  time  and  neglect  have  wasted  not  a 
little  of  the  records.  Of  these,  the  earliest  extant  are  the 
sessional  minutes  of  the  Finit  church  in  Deny,  N.  H., 
which  commence  in  A.  d.  1723.  From  these,  and  other 
collateral  sources,  such  as,  references  of  matters  to  the 
Synod  in  Ireland,  from  town  records,  and  direct  references 
to  the  action  of  Presbytery,  in  controversial  communica- 
tions published  by  its  members  and  still  exbrnt — we 
gather,  that  a  Presbytery  was  formed  probably  between 
1726  and  1729. 
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VvA  only  AU\  the  emigration  from  Ireland  of  1718  in- 
Itide  foMr  Presbyterian  mini-iters  (the  Rev.  Me&sra.  Mc- 
iiwor,  CornweJl.  Boyd,  and  Holmes),  of  whom  a  part  re- 
named in  New  England  for  years,  but  the  Kev,  Andrew 
[*Mercipr,  a  frraduate  of  Genevo,  commenced  his  pastoral 
^^is  in  the  French  church  in  Boston  in  1719,  and  in  the 
'tome  year  (as  we  have  seen)  the  Itev.  Edward  Fitzgerald, 
accompanied  (a!*  is  supposed)  by  some  of  his  people,  came 
to  Worcester.  He  might  possilily  have  been  a  member  of 
tb«  original  Presbytery. 

In  the  absence,  then,  of  records,  we  find  not  only  num-  • 
hewof  ministers  sufficient,  but  also,  the  appointments  of 
rallng  flders  by  sessions  to  meetings  of  Presbytery,  and 
TtfCTBices  from  this  court  to  the  Synod  in  Ireland.  We 
flndtlso,  as  early  as  a.  d.  1729-3",  men  ordained  to  the 
work  of  the  ministry,  which  among  Presbyterians  is  done 
•limy*  and  only  by  Presbytery.  This  Presbytery  at  its 
tnjitnizittion  was  called  the  "Presbj-tery  of  London- 
«riT,''and  nicknamed,  "the  Irish  Presbytery." 

We  are  not  to  understand,  however,  that  all  who  were 
Pw*hvterians  in  their  native  land,  upon  their  arrival  in 
Kw  Knctand,  united  with  it.  Where  a  particular  denom- 
iniUon  have  the  ascendency  in  a  region,  they  absorb  not 
•  little  and  often  control  large  portions  of  the  minor  sects, 
rto  dwell  with  them.  This  applies  extensively  to  the 
iiiiiii«try,who  are  "  men  of  like  passions  with  others;  "  es- 
praally,  where  tenacity  of  pnnciple  might  demand  re- 
Bwa!,  a  lower  social  position,  or  a  grappling  with  poverty. 
OiMfcjiiently  there  were  those  who  came  to  these  colonies, 
"whn  (levKirtcd  from  "  their  avowed  principles,  who  "  went 
W with  the  Presbytery  "to  the  work,"  and  who  hired 
ftauselvcs  out  to  serve  Congregational  parishes;  such  as 
It*  Rov.  John  McKinslry,  from  Brode,  who  settled  in  Sut- 
lKi,)iaBS.,  in  1720,  the  Rev.  James  Hillhouse.  at  New  I^n- 
di>,CL,  in  March,  1722, the  Rev.  John  Campbell  (said  to 
leiScotrhmnn),  at  Oxford,  Mass.,  on  October  3d,  1722,  the 
Bw.  John  Graham,  in  Stafford,  CU,  on  May  29th,  a.  d. 
n3),and  the  Rev.  Samuel  Dorrance.  who  was  settled  at 
Vrinnlotrn,  Windham  county,  Ct.,  in  A.  ».  1723, 

Otiwre  again,  on  surveying  the  field  occupied  by  their 
brtmn.returnedhome.  In  1718  the  Rev.  Win.  Boyd,  who 
M  boDo  niinister  of  McCaskey,  in  Ireland,  was  among  the 
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emigrants.  He  ofBoiated  once  at  "  the  weekly  lecture  "  in 
Boston  (on  March  19th,  171!!),  and  of  him  the  Rev.  Increase 
Mather,  on  March  25th,  1719,  says:  "The  Rev.  Mr.  Boyd 
arrived  last  summer.  He  wils  educated  in  Edinburgh, 
studied  in  Glasgow  (probably  divinity),  and  was  ordained 
at  McCaskey,  in  Ireland.  The  issue  of  this  aHiiir,  the  com- 
ing to  America,  has  a  great  dependence  on  his  conduct—" 
and  since  the  Rev.  author  (of  the  sermon  delivered  at  the 
lecture  aforesaid)  is  returning  to  his  native  country,  let  the 
grace  of  Christ  be  with  him." 

This  "  prayer  of  a  righteous  man  "  was  probably  at  least 
as  "fervent"  as  it  would  have  been  on  his  behalf  if  Mr. 
Boyd  had  remained  in  New  England. 

He  returned,  settled  at  Taboyne,  and  lived  to  a  good  old 
age. 

At  the  same  time  the  Rev.  William  Comwell  arrived. 
He  formerly  belonged  to  the  Presbytery  of  Monughan,  and 
settled,  with  a  number  of  families,  in  Porpooduc,  on  Casco 
Bay.  While  there  he  probably  belonged  to  said  Presby- 
tery, but  hoiv  long  he  continued  or  to  what  part  he  re- 
moved ia  not  known.  A  Mr.  Woodside,  who  came  from 
Ireland,  succeeded  him  in  taking  charge  of  that  people,  but 
he,  exposed  to  many  privations  and  discouragements,  soon 
(it  is  believed)  returned  home.  Still,  so  far  as  numbers 
were  concerned,  there  remained  among  the  emigninta  min- 
isters enough  to  form  and  sustain  a  Presbytery,  and,  as  we 
have  seen,  this  was  not  long  delayed.  We  suppose  it  to 
have  been  organized  before  the  cieath  of  the  Rev.  Jamea 
McGregor,  on  March  .^th,  a,  D.  1729. 

Who  were,  or  bow  many  were  members  of  it  in  its  early 
existence,  cannot  be  fully  known,  biit  within  twenty-five 
years  of  their  first  settlement  at  Londonderry,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  LeMercier,  James  McGregor,  Edward  Fitzger- 
ald, William  Johnston,  John  Moorehead,  William  Mc- 
Cleiiahan,  Matthew  Clarke,  John  Harvey,  John  Caldwell, 
Thomas  Thompson,  Clarke,  of  Kingston,  N.  H,,  Dalrymple, 
Wilson,  Morton,  Rutherford,  Davidson,  probably  Urquhart, 
and,  it  may  be,  others,  were  members  of  said  Presbytery. 

We  glean  some  items  of  their  manner  of  procedure  from 
existing  documents,  by  which  we  ascertain  their  strict  ad- 
herence to  Presbyterian  principles. 

In  the  Synod  of  Ulster  in  1705  all  candidates  were 
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Veqairod  to  subacribe  the  WeBtminster  Confespion  of  Faith. 
To  these  standards  they  expressed  a  firm  adherence  in 
1722.  This,  tliose  now  in  New  England  did  not  as  yet 
abate. 

On  March  2d,  1729-30,  James  Reed  waB  appointed 
i  the  ruling  elder  from  the  session  of  Londonderry  to  the 
Presbytery  at  Boston,  by  wJiich  Mr.  Joiin  Mooreliead  was 
ordained  to  the  rairietry  on  the  30th  of  that  month.  The 
geeeion  also  ordered  "  that  his  (Mr.  R.'b)  expenses  for  man, 
horse  and  time  be  paid  by  a  collection,"  which,  when  taken, 
mmounted  to  £3.  8«. 

We  gatlier  from  his  own  record  that,  in  order  to  larger 
(UefDlnese  in  gathering  the  people  preparatory  to  their  or- 
pniaation  as  a  church,  Mr.  Moorehead  was  then  ordained 
without  charge. 

The  Rev,  Mr.  Clarke,  of  Kingston,  was  invited  by  the 
Scv.  Mr.  McGregor  and  his  tiession  to  assist  at  the  dispen- 
•Uion  of  the  I.ord'8  Supper  at  Londonderry  on  the  16th 
iay  of  October,  1727.  April  5th,  a.  d.  1731,  'f.  S.,  who  had 
by  previous  appointment  of  session,  "  already  appeared 
ttow  several  Sabbath  days  before  the  congregation,  and 
W  lito  appeared  before  Presbytery,"  was  on  tiiat  day  be- 
feitand  by  tlie  session  "absolved  of  ihe  iieinuus  sia  of 
•dBllety." 

Altlie  communion,  on  tiie  first  Sabbath  in  June,  1732, 
Mr.  Uoorcht-ad  and  the  Kev.  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Cheiiter, 
II.  H.,  were  invited  to  assist,  and  on  a  similar  occasion  said 
Mlioital  record  states :  "  October  flth,  1732,  having  had  the 
■cruDcnt  yesterdav,  we  had  of  communicants  WK),  Our 
"Mlon  was  ilig.'llK.  10*/.  All  chaTf;e3  being  paid,  there 
MBiin  £1,  wliich  is  given  to  the  Rev.  Mr,  Wilson." 
_  To  tnsljdl  the  Rev.  Thomas  Thompson,  who  was  or- 
by  the  Presbytery  of  Tyrone,  in  Ireland,  for  Lon- 
y,  X.  H.,  and  who  arrived  October  3d,  1733,  the 
Wl  I>rt«l>ytery  met  on  October  lOtli. 

The  M»iiion  make  this  record  in  tljeir  minutes  of  October 
W:  "Thrre  being  a  Presbvtery  to  be  here  on  Wednesday 
MU,  Justice  Duncan  anil  \lr.  McKeen  are  to  attend 
tt»iit"  "  October  1.5th,  session  met.  Tliere  being  a  col- 
knitn  lor  ilie  Presbytery,  there  were  £10  5.,  of  which  was 
ptn  b)  Mr.  I^Mereier  and  Mr.  Mooreliead  and  their 
^4n  £8,  nnil  the  rest  for  man  and  horse  to  bring  them 
in  Hsverhill,  and  to  lake  theiu  there  again."    (A.) 
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November  11th,  1733,  a  ease  of  severe  discipline  "  waa 
recommended  to  the  Presbytery."  Another  similar  case, 
February  19th,  1734,  which  session  were  requested  to 
review,  they  resolved  "  it  should  go  to  the  Presbytery," 
"  October  7th,  1734,  Thomas  Wiitlace  and  John  Craig  were 
appointed  by  session  to  attend  the  Presbytery."  "  March 
9th,  1735,  James  Reed  was  appointed  to  attend  Presbytery  " 
as  an  elder,  and  William  Lyon  to  appear  by  order  of  ses- 
sion before  Presbytery  to  undergo  discipline.  "April  10th, 
1735,  a  ca^e  of  discipline  was  received  back  by  session 
from  Presbytery."  December  11th,  1735,  the  sacrament 
deferred  "  until  after  the  Presbytery,  and  William  Coch- 
rane to  attend  the  Presbytery." 

"January  8th,  1736,  John  Stewart  appealed  from  the 
session  to  the  Presbytery,  and  to  give  his  reasons  in  terj 
days." 

bn  "June  19th,  1734,  a  case  occurred,  which  said  Pres- 
bytery could  not  settle,  and  the  Moderator,  the  Rev.  John 
Moorehead,  was  appointed  to  refer  it  to  the  Synod  in 
Ireland," 

These  facte  from  existing  records  show  their  orderly  and 
formal  Presbyterian  way  of  conducting  business  in  church 
courts. 

Their  manner  of  admitting  persons  to  the  eldership  also 
partook  but  little  of  modern  looseness  and  congregational 
)troclivitieB,  as  said  sessional  records,  while  they  collater- 
ally prove  the  existence  of  a  Presbytery,  will  verify. 

In  enlarging  the  session  on  "March  25th,  1736,  the 
elders-elect  were  nominated  to  the  Presbytery,  and  the 
session  agreed  that  their  names  should  be  published  before 
the  congregation.  At  a  meeting,  June  lOlh,  173G,  the  ses- 
sion having  deliberately  proceeded  with  the  above-named 
(six)  men  to  be  added  to  the  session,  by  nominating  them 
k)  the  Presbytery,  as  also  their  names  to  the  congregation, 
do  agree  that  they  shall  be  ordained  elders  on  the  23d  of 
June  inst." 

The  ordination  of  probationers  to  the  work  of  the  min- 
istry was  also  performed  by  said  Presbytery.  Mr.  Joseph 
Harvey,  licentiate,  who  had  received  his  education  in  Ire- 
land, was  elected  pastor  of  the  church  of  Palmer,  Mass., 
and  was  ordained  and  installed  in  said  charge  by  the  Lon- 
donderry Presbytery  on  the  5th  day  of  June,  1734.    The 
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ecoTfIs  of  that  town  show  that  it  ws8  settled  by  emigrants 
!rom  Knalami  and  the  north  of  Ireland  in  1727,  and  the 
iburch  was  formed  in  1730.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Kilpatrick 
StsI  visited  them,  and  preached  there  five  Sabbaths. 

He  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Mr,  Weld,  who  preached 
Id  tii«m  for  throe  months,  and  was  then  succeeded  by  the 
Rev.  Benjamin  Dickenson  for  six  months. 

We  then  learn  also  from  the  "  Proprietor's  Records  "  that 
after  preaching  to  tliem  for  four  years,  the  Rev.  Joaepli 
Harvey  was,  on  the  5th  day  of  June.  1734,  ordained  and 
installed  the  first  minister  of  the  cliureh  in  Elbow  settle- 
ment by  the  Rev.  the  delet'ates  of  the  Presbytery  of  Lon- 
donderry upon  a  scaffold  standing  on  a  plain  on  the  east 
wle  of  the  meadow,  called  Cedar  Swamp  Meadow,  within 
Mt,  Harvey's  lot.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Thompson,  from  Ix>ndon- 
dttiy,  preached  the  sermon,  and  the  Rev,  Mr.  Moorebead 
0Te  the  charfres." 

Ttios,  allhoujih  Ua  records  are  lost  and  the  steps  taken 
JQ  (ind  the  date  of)  its  formation  are  unknown,  yet  we 
laxt  the  original  Presbytery  of  I^ndonderry  mentioned 
kj  aime  in  existing  records,  and  we  can  speak  of  it  with 
Mlunty.  It  continued,  as  we  may  subsequently  see,  for 
»biiut  forty  years. 

^'t  now  proceed  to  trace  the  oripin  and  progress  of  what 
*»•  probubiy  the  third  church  formed"  by  '  the  oppressed 
Iwthren  from  the  north  of  Ireland,"  in  New  England, 

LoDilunderry  having  civil  privileges,  and  no  rival,  nor 
onnbaduwing  sect  to  whose  church  funds  it  must  contrib- 
ute, wan  not,  for  the  same  number  of  years  which  it  had 
ttiHi  thus  existetl,  surpassed,  if  ever  equalled  in  New  Eng- 
ImhI,  for  the  pros|)erity,  civil  and  religious,  of  its  people, 
Coowquently,  it  was  now  preparing  by  its  sources  of  in- 
tum  lo  .end  out,  even  in  the  first  quarter  of  a  century 
ofilioiiNt«nce,  its  offspring  as  colonies. 

The  Church  of  Worcester,  on  the  contrary,  was  proa- 
iMal  In  tlie  dust  before  the  bitter  influences  of  sectarian- 
in,aiM)  tliose  of  its  members  who  were  possessed  of  strong 
Mfel  (irinciples  had  to  remove  to  the  deeper  toils  and 
■■^(cn  of  the  wilderness,  for  "  freedom  to  worship  God." 
ita  the  departure  of  the  Rev.  Wm.  Johnston,  parents 
VM  pbliged  to  take  their  children  to  distant  towns 
fabi^lisiii,  and  after  the  destruction  oi  their  church  edl- 
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fice  a  large  proportion  of  them  removed  to  Otsejio  county, 
New  York,  as  well  aa  to  difft^rent  towns  in  Miiws;tchu setts, 
suoh  as  Peiham. 

Besides  those  Scotch  and  of  Scottish  parentage  who 
resided  in  Boaton,  emigrants  of  the  Presbyttrian  persua- 
sion appear  to  have  come  annually  in  these  years  from 
Ireland*  and  Scotland  to  New  England ;  and  notwithstand- 
ing the  prejudices  with  wliich  they  had  Ui  conb'nd,  in  view 
of  the  accident  of  birth,  not  a  few  of  them,  as  artisans, 
obtained  bondsmen,  gave  security  to  the  autiioritiea  that 
they  would  not  be  disorderly,  and  established  themselves 
in  that  town. 

As  British  subjects  in  a  British  colony,  they  supposed 
themselves  entitled  to  liberty  of  conscience.  This  was, 
however,  only  wiih  great  reluctance,  or  rather  as  a  matter 
of  necessity,  accorded  to  them  nt  all.  The  overshadowing 
influences  of  "the  Church  of  the  Parish,"  which  had  cast 
no  encouraging  smiles  on  the  French  Presbyterians,  viewed 
the  collecting  of  an  Irish  Church  as  an  almost  unwarrant- 
able interference. 

Boston  contained  about  10,000  inhabitants,  and  had  five 
churches  of  the  established  order,  when,  a.  d.  1727,  an 
effort  was  commenced  to  collect  a  second  Presbyterian 
Church.  This  was  done  by  Mr.  John  Moorehead,  a  native 
of  Newton,  near  Belfast.  He  was  born  of  pious  parents  in 
1703,  Tcceived  the  rudiments  of  his  education  in  Ireland, 
and  finished  his  collegiate  course  of  study  in  Edinburgh. 

*Tt  h  Htated  by  the  Hon.  Wm.  Willis  (Ma«3.  H.  G.  Eegr.  p.  236, 
July,  IBoS)  ilmt'Mn  1719  ami  '20  five  Bhl|«  under  Captain  Robert  Tem- 
ple landed  several  hundred  familiL-tt  on  the  nhoren  af  the  Kennebec ;  that 
Diiniraer'B  Indian  war  broke  up  the  colony,  and  that  the  larger  part  of 
them  went  to  Penn«ylvaniii,  while  fome  fni|rmentR  of  it  nettled  in  Ttqs- 
ham.  Brnnawick,  BuoLhbay,  Pemsquid  and  the  Waldo  Patent." 

"Sir  Robert  Temple  landed  at  Boflon  in  1720,  looked  at  Connectiout, 
went  lo  Maine  and  xetlled  Cork,  Maine;  hroughC  over  three  ship-loadl 
of  the  riiildren  of  the  KirU-  of  Scniland,  nnd  planted  Heveral  hundreds 
of  tlie  Si'Oifh  Iriah  un  Ih;'  Kcnnthee  at '  Mcrrv  Meeling-IIouse.' 

"  III-,  on  the  wefil  sidf  of  tln^  Kennebec,  laid  the  foundation  for  Dun- 
kir's  (rA-itlenieni)  on  UiL'  mi<l  t^'nYv  len  yeum  nflerwards. 

"  In  172"2  ilii'  s.iyawi'B  deslruyed  '  Merry  Meetiiig-HouBe  Bettlement,' 
(SewHll'i*  MaiiiL-,  p.  2ZG.) 

"Scarcilv  of  coni  nlnioBt  equal  to  a  famine  drove  many  from  Ulster  in 
1728  and '29."  (Willis.) 
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H«  WM  licensed  to  preach  before  he  came  to  Americn. 
Som«  Himilies  of  his  acquaintance,  it  is  said,  about  or  before 
that  year,  cume  over,  and  being  kindly  welcomed  by  thdr 
counirymen  then  living  in  it,  settled  in  the  town,  U[>on 
bit  arrival  here,  this  people  (several  of  whom  appear  to 
hire  come  with  him)  became  attached  to  him  and  desired 
hbn  to  become  their  minister.  As  a  licentiate,  he  labored 
tome  three  years  to  collect  them  and  prepare  them  for 

Xintion  as  a  church,  and  with  tliis  design  he  was,  in 
to  bo  more  successful,  ordained  on  March  30th,  1730, 
bdOK  a  church  was  organized. 

Whether  his  people  were  hindered  by  the  civil  power 
(utliti  French  Preabyterians  had  for  above  twelve  years 
htm  prevented)  from  erecting  a  place  of  worship,  or  not, 
W  art  not  informed.  This  is  higlily  probable,  for  it  is 
•  vigorous  tradition  that,  being  Irish,  it  was  proposed  that 
ttey  ihould  give  bonds  to  the  town  tbat  any  meeting-house 
which  Uiey  might  erect  should  not  become  Roman  Catho- 
lic, uid  If  they  bad,  in  the  usual  way,  asked  an  Act  of 
IncDriioration,  the  request  would  of  course  not  have  been 
nnted.  Indeed,  it  was  with  difficulty  that  they  could  as 
rntbyterians  remain  in  the  town  at  all.  Hence  we  have 
Wch  nmords  as  the  following ; 

Toiecure  the  good  town  of  Boston  against  harm  and  loss 
bf  Presbyterians,  they  must  indemnify  the  authorities. 
aate  we  have  entries  as  follows : 

1718.  August  13th.  Town  to  be  secured  against  passen- 
JRK lately,  August  4th,  arrived  from  Ireland, 

1T19.  April  27th.  Geo.  Glinn,  tailor,  from  .South  Caro- 
Hb*.  ordered  to  depart  the  town, 

Bdwrt  Holmes  and  wife,  and  Wni.  Holmes  and  children, 
Vtomd  Vo  depart  on  the  15th  of  April. 

Alexander  McGregory,  from  Ireland,  to  depart. 

1719.  July  25th.  Joan  McCulloch  (widow),  from  Casco, 

^^^irro.  June  9th,  Persons  arriving  from  Ireland,  John 
SKf^onia,  wife  and  children,  John  Henderson,  Wm.  Mil- 
KT,  wivcitund  children,  John  Crichton.  Samuel  8everight, 
fnoda  Grav,  wife  and  three  children,  were  ordered  to 

,      em  June  13th. 

ITW.  October  24th.  Se\'era]. 

inSi.  January  22d.  Many  farmers  from  Ireland,  twenty- 
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one  in  all,  were  on  November  30th  last  warned  to  depart; 
also  John  Wulker,  wife  and  three  children. 

HavinE,  as  foreipnera  under  bonds,  to  compete  in  the 
trades  with  the  natives  and  with  Englishmen,  these  "op- 
pressed brethren  "  were  too  poor  to  purchase  land  and 
erect  a  meeting-house ;  yet  Divine  Providence  raised  up  to 
them  a,  friend. 

A  Mr.  John  Little,  who  was  a  gardener  and  market  man, 
and  who  appears  to  have  resided  in  Boston  for  some  time, 
as  he  was  married  there  in  171S,  and  whose  dwelling  was 
in  Milk  street,  purcliased  in  May,  1729,  a  lot  of  land  on 
Long  Lane,  on  which  there  then  stood  a  barn.  Into  this 
"rude  and  lowly  structure,"  after  some  time,  when  his 
dwelling  would  not  contain  them,  he  invited  his  country- 
men to  enter,  and  worship  that  Saviour  who  was  born  in 
''a  stable  and  laid  in  a  manger." 

From  all  that  is  known  of  his  history,  he  appears  to  have 
had,  until  late  in  life  and  after  his  second  marriage,  no 
offspring.  Consequently,  hy  industry  he  was  enabled  to 
accumulate  some  property.  Altliough  unable  to  write  hia 
own  name,  hia  first,  thrifty  and  pious  wife,  Mary,  through 
whose  CDungel  and  promptings  he  waa  encouraged  to  create 
a  Trust,  which  should  in  subserviency  to  the  glory  of  God- 
and  the  honor  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  perpetuate  his  own. 
name  to  coming  generations,  was  able  to  write  her  own, 
and  so  far  as  was  necessary  to  keep  his  current  accounts. 
Hia  business,  as  a  gardener,  kept  him  in  and  near  tha 
town,  in  which  he  may  have  been  one  of  the  earliest  Irish 
settlers. 

He  had,  on  the  14th  day  of  May,  a.  d.  1729,  bought  of 
Henry  Deennft  for  £550,  "  in  lawful  public  bills  of  credit," 
the  aforesaid  lot,  nearly  one-quarter  of  an  acre,  and  about  , 
one  twenty-four-hundredth  part  of  the  original  site  of  Eos- 
ton.  Disposed  to  "honor  the  Lord  with  hia  substance  " — 'i 
feeling  deeply  for  the  best  .interests  of  his  then  present  and  j 
future  resident  countrymen  in  the  town,  and  the  duty  of  i 
providing  for  his  own  spiritual  welfare  by  enjoying  thai 

{)ublic  ordinances  of  religion,  he  afterwards  devoted  sttidf 
and  to  religious  use  for  ever.  That  Mr.  Moorehead  WMi' 
ordained  March  30th,  1730,  we  gather  from  two  facts — the! 
appointment  by  the  session  of  Londonderry  on  March  2d,! 
1730,  of  James  Reed,  ruling  elder,  to  attend  the  Presbytery' 
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It  Boston,  and  the  Btatomeht  of  Mr.  Moorchead,  which  he 
Ills  written  on  his  Rbgistry  of  Marriages  and  Baptifes, 
Uut"!  began  to  baptize  on  and  aftt-r  March  31st,  1(30." 

"This  r^igioua  socioty  was  established  by  his  pious  zeal 
ml  aesidaity."  It  required  years  of  labor  to  collect  the 
MUtored  fragments,  to  gather  together  even  the  few  dis- 
ptiwd  brethren  of  the  Presbyterian  faith  then  resident  in 
BostOD  and  the  ne^hlwrmg  towns,  exposed  as  those  had 
been  who  had  for  any  length  of  time  resided  here  to  the 
iafinencvs  of  another  euelesiastical  government. 

PMiseverance,  under  tiie  blessing  of  Heaven,  brought 
nttem,  and  in  a  few  months  after  his  ordination  he  had 
Ibtlileiisurc  of  seeing  a  church  orgunized.  Having  "  sown 
blnn,  his  reaping  time  of  joy  "  now  began,  and  "the  first 
iBcitiiig  of  the  brethren  with  their  minister,  for  the  election 
oTniliag  elderK,  according  to  the  government  of  the  Church 
4fSeoU&nd,  was  held  in  the  house  of  Mr.  John  Little,  in 
KIk  rtret't.  on  the  14th  day  of  July,  1730.  The  elders 
thw  choeen  were  John  Young,  Robert  Patton,  Samuel 
Xct^nre,  Kichard  McCture  and  Thos.  McMullen."  (Mc- 
Ome'sSketcheB.  1S07.) 

Wb  Iiave  Been  the  ninmicr  pursued  by  tho  church  session 
ifLeDdoncierry  in  a  similar  election,  and  whether  each  of 
t»  step*  there  enumerated  was  now  taken  with  these 
bndovn  or  not,  we  know  not;  but  they  "were  (in  due 
Ifew)  onlnineii,"  and  the  organization  of  the  Second  Pres- 
lylfriaii  Clmrcli  in  Boston  was  then  completed  by  their 
tMbUation.  How  soon  allerwards  a  call  was  made  out 
fat  Mr.  M'>or<-li(-ad,  on  the  acceptance  of  which  he  was 
iutalled  11(4  tlx'ir  pastor,  we  know  not;  but  it  was  doubtless 
dRMatan  early  day. 

Uch&d  labored  among  them  with  an  increasingly  mu- 
1h1  attachment,  and  tlie  consummation  of  this  official 
^hitia]  ndation  would  not  be  unduly  delayed. 

Ha  was  Uie  forty-sixth  minister  settled  in  Boston,  and 
'■M  after  his  induction  he  married  Miss  Sarah  Parsons, 
MlDgli»Ii  lady,  who  survived  him  about  one  year."  As 
Ihi  congregation  met  for  the  important  purpose  of  the 
riielwm  of  elders,  when  a  full  meeting  would  oe  desirable 
lid  ■bnoat  certain,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  John  Little,  on 
WBk  atreet,  it  is  at  least  reasonable  to  suppose  that  they 
■MuAeo,  i£  oot  stat«dly,  there  on  the  Sabbath  for  public 
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wophip,  for  montlis  or  for  yeare.  Indeed,  these  "  Presby- 
terian strangers"  hiid  no  oilier  place  in  which  to  meet, 
until  they  went  to  his  barn.  The  overahadowing  infiu- 
encea  of  the  Church  of  the  Parish,"  as  we  have  seen  in  the 
case  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Worcester,  and  in  the 
impediments  cast  in  the  way  of  the  French  Church  in  the 
same  parish  in  Boston,  when  endeavoring  res]>ectively  to 
supply  themselves  with  places  of  worsliip,  would  afford  to 
these  "  oppressed  Irish  brethren  "  but  little  encouragement, 
when  they  desired  to  find  "a  place  of  habitation  for  the 
mighty  God  of  Jacob,"  Their  case,  in  view  of  the  aspect 
of  colonial  law  and  its  theocracy  towards  them,  could  not 
have  been  flattering.  Consequently  the  inconvenience  of 
a  dwelling,  or  the  associations  of  a  barnyard,  were  by  them 
readily  borne,  in  order  that  they  might "  sing  the  Jehovah's 
Bong  in  a  foreign  land"  (Ps.  cxsxvii.  4),  and  perpetuate 
those  princii)les  which  had  descended  to  them  sealed  by 
the  biood  of  a  martyred  ancestry. 

As  "  a  man's  house  is  "  said  to  be  "  his  castle,"  so  John 
Little,  with  his  faithful  wife,  a))i>ears  to  have  projected  the 
idea  of  turiiinfE  hiy  ham  into  a  meeting-house. 

By  milking  it  a  trust  with  a  charitable  use,  for  Presby- 
terians to  bold  and  enjoy  forever,  he,  aa  a  British  subject, 
with  his  counKcl,  supposed  that  they  could  avoid  troubling 
the  selectmen  or  the  general  court.  Trusts  Air  the  wor- 
ship of  God,  for  education  and  the  aid  of  the  poor,  they 
supposed  to  be  sacred  throughout  the  British  empire. 

At  what  time  iie  began  to  "  convert "  his  '■  biirn  "  into  a 
meeting-house  dofs  not  appear,  but  it  was  obviously  after 
the  14th  day  of  July,  173U,  when  the  work  of  church  or- 
ganization was  in  iirogrei^s.  Previously  to  the  election  and 
ordination  of  Ruling  Elders,  there  would  be  no  strong 
probability  that  a  house  of  worship  would  be  required 
He  had  owned  the  land  from  the  14th  day  of  May,  1729, 
and  probably  he  soon  after  the  14th  of  July,  1730,  began 
to  "  transform  "  his  bam. 

Some  months  afterwards,  these  people  had  a  buildiuK 
separated  from  former  uses  to  the  worship  of  God,  ana 
how  delightful  to  them  must  have  been  their  "  little  sanc- 
tuary ! "  According  to  the  autobiography  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
David  McClure,  who  was  one  of  Mr.  Moorehead's  pupils, 
*'  This  little  colony  of  Christians  for  some  time  earned  on 
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Toniiip  in  a  bam,  nnd  a3  the  congregation  increased  by 
tffligmnts  from  Scotland  and  Ireland,  they  added  to  it 
two  irii^B." 

1q  preparing  the  building  for  this  use,  he  erected  for 
Unuelr,  tn  common  with  the  others,  a  "pew  and  seat," 
ind  u  the  c(iii|:ri>{;atioii  gathered  strength,  they  appointed 

irommittee  for  iimnuf^ng  the  prudential  affaire  thereof." 
Ate  years  of  ownership  he  oflered  the  premises  wholly 
Utbeninn  certain  conditions,  In  this  attempt  unanimity 
weventuully  lost  between  the  donor  and  the  immediate 
teodlciArie?.  Part  of  the  history  of  this  strife  is  iiscer- 
Uiwd  by  verbal  statement  and  part  is  on  record.  As  to 
Ibf  bnner,  the  writer  was  informed  in  A.  D.  1849,  by  Mi-s. 
I-Coonngton,  a  granddaughter  of  the  Rev.  John  JVIooro- 
Wii,  and  who  waa  above  fifty  years  of  age  when  her 
nnlhcT,  Mre,  Agnea  Wilson,  deceased,  who  was  thirtv- 
•rai  yeurn  of  age  when  her  father  died,  that  it  was  the 
Dnnrying  account  of  the  church  estate  founded  hy  Mr. 
Iiltle,that"  he  would  give  to  them  his  lot  of  land  forever, 
jf  Uiey  would  pav  him  for  his  work  on  his  meeting-house, 
*odlie«p  a  meeling-bouse  on  the  land,  and  keep  a  seat  or 
p*"  in  It  for  bis  heira  forever,"  and  that  the  congregation 
iUipeed  to  do  this. 

Tfiey,  however,  soon  differed  as  to  the  amount  of  pay- 
iMnt  which  he  should  receive,  and  in  less  than  four  ' 
•ftwthe  ordination  and  settlement  of  their  pastor, 
iij  dioputcs  and  differences  arose  between  "  them. 

Uttic  not  only  owned  the  land  and  the  house,  but  he 
eontrolled  ''the  outstanding  debts  due  by  the  said 
••nmpotion."  Instead  of  attempting  to  compel  him  hv 
iMnin  civil  law,  to  deliver  u|)  their  "outstanding  debts,^' 
■  Oier  would,  in  all  probability,  have  done,  if  ne  were 
Ml^tncir  ngent  or  factor,  they  asked  him  to  submit  their 
'w|wit«»  and  differences  "  to  peaceful  arbitration,  and  in 
Odn  to  this,  they  "signified  their  mutual  consent  by 
ibdr  wvtrul  ohligations,  called  bands  of  submission."  By 
**"  jmtonw  concord  was  soon  re-estiiblished.  The  award 
imute  by  persons  whose  names  indicate  that  they 
'  to  the  French  Church  of  the  tonni,  and  was  as 
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Award  of  Jacob  Sheafc,  Siqihen  Boulmeau,  and  Hugh  Vaiu. 

To  all  people  unto  whom  this  present  writing  of  award 
shall  come,  Jacob  Sheafe,  Gentleman,  Stephen  Boutineau 
and  Hugh  Vans,  Merchants,  all  oF  Boston,  in  the  county 
of  Suffolk,  and  province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in 
Kew  England,  send  greeting : 

Whereas,  upon  sundry  disputes  and  differences  arisen 
between  John  Little,  of  Boston  aforesaid,  Gardner,  on  the 
one  part,  and  George  Glen,  Taylor ;  Edward  Alien,  Taylor ; 
Andrew  Knos,  Mariner;  Geoi^  Southerland,  Shopkeejier; 
William  Hall,  Leathers! resser ;  Daniel  Macneal,  Laborer: 
Samuel  Miller,  Gunsmith;  Abraham  All,  Taylor;  and 
William  Shaw,  Taylor,  ail  of  Boston  aforesaid,  of  the  other 
part,  they  the  said  partys  for  the  determination  thereof 
and  bj^  their  mutual  consents  signifyed  by  their  several 
obligations,  dated  the  fourteentJi  day  of  Januarj%  Anno 
Domini,  1735,  appoint  us,  the  said  Jacob  Sheafe  and  Ste- 
phen Boutineau,  arbitrators  of  all  their  ditferences  till  that 
time,  and  agreed  that  either  of  us,  in  case  of  our  non-aeree- 
inent,  should  choose  a  third  person — and  we  being  willing 
and  desirous  to  determine  the  disputes  and  differencea 
between  said  partys,  in  order  to  effect  the  some,  have 
chosen  the  said  Hugh  Vans  to  assist  us  therein.  And  tlie 
said  partys  by  the  said  obligations  further  agreed,  that  we, 
making  up  our  award  of  the  same  under  our  hands  and 
seals,  ready  to  be  delivered  to  the  said  partys,  on  or  before 
the  fifteenth  day  of  April  current,  should  finally  determine 
the  premises  as  by  their  several  obligations,  with  condi- 
tions for  the  performance  thereof,  will  more  fully  appear. 
Now  in  pursuance  of  the  said  submission  and  to  answer 
tiie  end  proposed  thereby,  we,  the  saide  Jacob  Sheafe,  Ste- 
phen Boutineau  and  Hugh  Vans  accept  of  the  burthen  of 
the  said  award,  and  having  fully  heard  both  partj-s, 
perused,   examined  and   deliberately  considered   on   all 

1)apers,  matters  and  things  disclosed  or  pretended  to  us^ 
)y  either  party  as  the  cause  of  their  variance,  do  makeJ 
jiublish  and  declare  this  our  award  between  them  GDn4 
cerning  the  premises,  in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say  ;l 
— Imprimis,  we  award  and  order  that  the  said  George  1 
Glen,  Edward  Allen^  Andrew  Knox,  George  Southerland, ■ 
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Williiiin  Hall.  Daniel  Macneal,  Samuel  Miller,  Abraham 
AH  and  William  Shaw  shall,  within  the  space  of  two 
tnaatlis  from  ihe  date  hereof,  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid  nnto 
Ow  Mud  John  Little  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  forty 
pounda  and  five  pence,  in  Publick  Bills  of  Credit,  which 
issnii  shall  be  in  full  of  the  claimes  and  demands  which 
Ihi^suid  John  Little  had  against  ye  congregation  belong- 
b;  to  the  Presbyterian  meeting-house  in  I^ang  Lane,  in 
mtnn  aforesaid,  with  respect  to  his  attendance  upon  and 
biriring  after  the  building  of  ^e  sd  meeting-house,  and  all 
his  accounts  of  charges  and  disbursements  about  the  same, 
ud  the  land  whereon  it  stands,  as  also  touching  and  con- 
cnnlng  the  said  Little's  purchase  of  the  said  land  of 
Henry  Deering,  Esq.,  at  the  time  of  entering  into  the  said 
Buds  of  submission. 

Item.  We  award  and  order  that,  upon  ye  payment  of 
Wid  ium,  the  said  John  Little  shall  make  and  execute  in 
one  form  of  law,  unto  the  said  congregation,  a  good  Law- 
M  Dwd  of  Conveyance  of  the  Land  whereon  ye  sd  meet- 
In^hnuse  stands  and  is  thereunto  appertaining,  with  the 
I<nnli<dgeg  and  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging,  which 
the  mid  Little  bought  and  purchased  of  the  said  Deering 
vibresaid.  To  Hold  the  same  unto  the  said  congregution 
•ccordini!  to  ye  Tenures  and  after  the  same  manner  as  the 
Cbwch  of  Scotland  hold  and  Enjoy  the  Lands  whereon 
"cvmeeting-liouseg  are  Erected, 

Ham.  We  agree  and  determine  and  do  hereby  ascertain 

'we  Ri^ht  and  Interest  which  the  sd  John  Little  hath  in 

wa  meeting-house  to  be  the  pew  and   seat  therein 

■win  hi»  poBnession,  which  is  to  remain  good  to  him 

"w«r,  in  the  eame  manner  as  the  rest  of  the  proprietors 

IOm  said  meeting  do  hold  and  enjoy  their  respective 
hiM  and  Interests  therein, 
htn.  We  award  and  order  that  the  said  John  Little 
twign  Trans^fers  and  make  over  unto  the  said  Georgo 
Kdward  Allen.  Andrew  Knox,  George  Southerland, 
Hnl),  Daniel  M-iateal,  Mamuel  Miller,  A1>rahani 
"'Ulinn  yhaw,  as  they  are  a  committee  cho.sen 
by  the  said  congregation  for  managing  thu 
afTain  thereof,  the  outstanding  debts  due  to 
oagng-Alion  amountinp,  as  by  account  appeara^ 
1  of  fifty-four  pounds  hvc  shillingg,  and  shall  id- 
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vest  them  with  all  the  power  he  ye  said,  Little  is  p 

of,  in  order  to  recover  the  same  for  the  use  of  the  said 

congregation. 

lastly.  We  award  and  order  that  the  charge  of  this  ar- 
bitration shall  be  borne  and  suatained  by  the  said  Partya 
share  and  share  alike.  In  Witness  whereof  we  have  here- 
unto set  our  hands  and  seals,  the  ninth  day  of  April,  Anno 
Domini,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-iive, 
Jacob  Sheafe,  and  a  seal;  Stephen ■  Boutin eau,  and  a  seal; 
Hugh  Vans,  and  a  seal.  Signed,  sealed  and  delivere<l  in 
ye  presence  of  (By  the  said  Stephen  Boutineau,  and  Hugh 
Vans)  Daniel  Marsh.  And  by  the  said  Jacob  Sheafe  in 
the  presence  of  us  Daniel  Marah,  Anth,  Woulfe. 

These  two  months  soon  passed,  and  as  the  dervish  in  the 
desert,  who  from  time  to  time  found  his  spring  of  living 
water  rendered  nearly  valueless  for  a  season  by  the  feet  of 
the  camels  of  the  pilgrims,  in  order  to  do  good  to  himself 
and  to  future  generations,  surrounded  it  with  a  safe  stone 
curb,  so  that  the  thirsty  might  drink  and  thank  th^r 
benefactor  while  he  lived  and  bless  his  memory  after  hia 
death — so  John  Little,  on  the  9th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1735, 
devoted  a  lot  of  his  land,  for  he  had  other  lots  in  town,  to 
the  worship  and  glory  of  God  and  to  the  welfare  of  men,  in 
connection  with  a  specified  and  definite  "  form  of  sound 
words  "  imbedded  in  the  afiections  of  Presbyterians,  and 
sealed  by  the  blood  of  the  martyrs  of  his  native  realm. 

His  deed  reads  thus : 

"  This  indenture,  made  the  ninth  day  of  June,  Anno 
Domini,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-five,  and 
in  the  eighth  year  of  the  Reign  of  our  Sovereign  l^ord 
George  the  Second,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain, 
France  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c, ; 
Between  John  Little  of  Boston,  in  the  County  of  Suffolk 
and  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New  England, 
Gardner,  on  the  one  part,  and  George  Glen,  Tailor,  William 
Hall,  Leather  Dresser,  and  \\'illiam  Shaw,  Tailor,  all  of 
Boston,  aforesaid,  and  Andrew  Knox,  of  said  Boston. 
Mariner,  for  themselves,  and  as  a  Committee  chosen  ana 
appointed  by  the  rest  of  the  Congregation  belonging  to  the 
Presbyterian  Meeting  House,  in  Long  Lane,  in  BostOQ  . 
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tforesmd,  for  managing  the  Prudential  Affairs  thereor,  on 
Uk  otlier  part  witnesseth  :— 

That  the  said  John  Little,  for  and  in  consideration  of 
thpsum  One  Hundred  and  Forty  Pounds  and  five  pence, 
in  pmd  publick  Mils  of  credit  of  the  Province  aforesaid,  to 
liitn  in  Hand,  at  and  before  the  ensealing  and  delivery  of 
ihtse  Preaenta,  well  and  truh'  paid  by  the  said  George 
(iliui.  William  Hnll,  WiUintn  Shaw  and  Andrew  Knox,  m 
bthxlf  of  themselvefl  and  as  a  Committee  chosen  as  afore- 
l»nl,  the  receipt  whereof  the  said  John  Little  doth  hereby 
Knowledge,  and  thereof  doth  acquit,  and  discharge  the 
Bi<l  Gtorsc  Gien,  Williiini  Hall,  William  Shinv  and 
Andrew  Knox,  in  behalf  of  themselves,  and  in  their 
ti|iacity  aforesaid,  and  their  successors  in  said  trust,  and 
•oi  every  of  them  forever  by  these  Preaenta,  hath  given, 
puted,  bargained,  sold,  aliened,  enfeofTed,  released,  con- 
VytA  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  Presenta  doth  give, 
{not,  bargain,  sell,  ahen,  enfeoffe,  release,  convey  and  con- 
Mm,nnto  the  said  Geo^e  Glen,  AVilliam  Hall,  William 
8|i»»  aod  Andrew  Knox,  a  certain  Piece  or  Parcel  of  Land, 

-._,  lying,  and  being  in  Boston  aforesaid,  and  ia 
bounded  lu  the  Front  Westerly  upon  Long  Lane,  so  called, 
tbtre  measures  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  feet ;  North- 
sly  hf  land  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Loring,  and  there  measures 
niiKty-eiffht  feet;  Easterly  by  land  of  Nathanael  Green, 
ta^  and  there  measures  one  hundred  and  fifteen  feet ; 
^Ourly  by  Bury  Street,  so  called,  and  there  measurea 

himdredandtwenty-sixfeetandan  half  foot;  or,bow- 

'otherwbe  hutted  and  bounded,  or  be  the  dimentiona 

Mi<ither  ditle,  more  or  less.    Also,  the  Meeting  House  on 

l^tud  land  standing,  Together  with  all  and  Singular,  the 

ij^lla,  members,  profita,  priviledges,  fences,  improvements, 

^>purtcnances,  wliatsoever  to  the  said  granted  and 

..imed  piece  or  parcel  of  Land,  and  Meeting  House,  be- 

Inpi^  or  in  any  wise  appertaining,  or  therewith  now 

Wo,  occupied  or  enjoyed.    Also,  all  the  Estate,  Right, 

Interest,   Inheritance,  Use,   Possession,    Property, 

I  and  Demand  whatsoever,  of  him  the  aaid  John  Lit- 

Ik  tl,  ill  and  to  tlie  said  granted  and  bargained  Premises, 

'  every  Part  and  Parcel  thereof,  with  the  appurtenances; 

Um  ELeveraion  and  Reveraions,  Remainder  and  Re- 

liea  thereof,  saving  and  always  reserving  to  the  said 


mm 


72  HISTOnY  OF  PREBBYTEHIAKISM 

John  Little,  his  heirs  and  assigns  foreTer,  the  Right  and 
Interest  which  the  said  John  Little  hath  in  the  said  Meet- 
ing House  and  Land,  to  wit:  the  Pew  and  seat  therein 
now  ill  his  possession,  which  is  to  remain  good  to  him,  his 
Heirs  and  Assigns  forever  in  the  same  manner  as  the  rest 
of  the  Proprietors  in  the  said  Meeting  House  do  hold  and 
enjoy  their  respective  rights  and  interests  therein,  which 
right  and  interest  by  a  cei-tain  Instrument  of  award  made 
by  Jacob  Sheaf,  Gentleman,  and  Stephen  Boutineau  and 
Hugh  Vans,  Merchants,  all  of  Boston  aforesaid,  between 
the  said  John  Little  on  the  one  part,  and  the  said  Geoi^e 
Glen,  Williaoi  Hall,  William  Shaw  and  others,  a  Commit- 
tee, ciiosen  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  on  the  other  part; 
bearing  date  the  ninth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  thirty-five,  was  ascertained  to  the  said  John 
Little,  as  by  the  said  Award,  reference  thereto  being  had, 
may  more  at  large  appear. 

"  To  HAVE  AND  TO  HOLD  the  Said  piece  or  parcel  of  Land, 
Meeting  House,  and  Premises  with  the  appurtenances 
(saving  and  reserving  aa  aforesaid),  unto  the  said  George 
Glen,  William  Shaw  and  William  Hall  and  Andrew  Knox, 
in  their  capacity  aforesaid,  and  to  their  successors  in  that 
Trust  and  oifice  forever,  but  to  and  for  the  only  proper  use, 
benefit  and  behoof  of  the  said  Congregation  (according  to 
the  Tenures  and  after  the  same  manner  as  the  Church  of 
Scotland  hold  and  enjoy  the  Lands  whereon  the  Meeting 
Houses  are  erected),  forever,  and  for  no  other  use,  intent  or 
purpose  whatsoever ;  with  Warranty  against  him  the  said 
John  Little,  and  his  heirs,  and  all  and  every  other  Person 
and  Persons,  whatsoever,  irom,  by  or  under  him  or  them. 
Together  with  the  Benefit  of  a  Warranty  in  a  certain  Deed 
mentioned  from  Theodore  Atkinson,  Gentleman,  as  the 
afore-named  Nathanael  Green,  purchafled  the  same  as  in  ' 
and  by  the  said  deed,  hearing  date  the  twentieth  day  of  ' 
November,  1723,  of  Record  in  the  Registry  of  Deeds,  for  the  ' 
County  of  Sufiblk,  may  apjjear,  which  granted  Land  and 
Premises,  with  the  appurtenances  before  the  said  Meeting 
House  was  thereon  erected,  the  said  John  Little  purchased 
of  Henry  Deering,  Esfjr. 

"  In  Witness  whereof,  I,  the  said  John  Little,  and  Maty 
his  wife  (in  token  of  her  free  consent  to  these  Presents  and 
Edeaae  of  her  Right  and  Title  of  Dower,  and  Thirds  of,  ia, 
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tnd  nnto  the  afore-granted  and  bargained  Premises,  with 
llic  nppurtenances ),  have  hereunto  set  their  hands  and 
»ral»,  tfie  Day  and  Year  first  aforewritten.  John  r*!  Little, 
his  mark  and  a  seal;  Mary  Little  and  a  seal.  Signed, 
Malni  and  delivered  in  presence  of  William  Morto,  John  Sale. 
Bwt'ivi'd  on  the  day  of  tlie  date  of  the  aforewritten  Deed, 
ofUieaforwianiedGeoi^e  Glen,  William  Hall,  and  William 
Shsw  and  Andrew  Knos,  Committee  as  aforesaid,  the  sum 
<rfOn«  Hundred  and  Forty  Pounds  and  five  pence,  being 
the  Cons i deration  Jlonev  aforementioned,  John  X  Little, 
hii  mark.  Suffolk,  SS,— Boston,  June  9th.  173.5.  The 
ifeteniintwl  John  Little,  and  Marj'  his  wife,  personally  ap- 
pfaring,  ai'kn()wledged  the  aforewritten  Instrument  by 
Ihcm  txri;uted  to  be  their  act  and  Deed.  Before  rae, 
hmm\  Wi-vsLOW,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  June  10,  1735. 
Boceivwl,  and  accordinj,dy  Entered  and  Examined 

"  Per  BAMirpx  Gebbish,  Register. 

"A  True  C«i)V  from  the  Records  of  Deeds  for  the  County 
^ofSnffglk.Lib.'.M,  folio  14. 

" (Attest)  Hesky  Allixe,  Register" 

lira,  not  only  was  harmony  re-established,  but  a  com- 

I'pdof  the  most  solemn  nature  known  in  the  alienation, 

I  «Hn«]rsnce  and  poBsession  of  landed  proiwrty  on  earth 

""•nrnde  (upon,  or  at  least)  relating  to,  this  estate.    X 

i  on  tliat  day  by  him  created,  and  by  the  "  pru- 

commiltee"  accepted  for  the  beneficiaries,  which 

jf  mntoally  designed  to  have  perpetuated  while  Britisli 

■"'pn  should   continue    (or   be    succeeded    by   its 

H)  upon  this  soil. 

lat  day  forward,  "the  said  premises  formed  a 

r  property,  which  ia  not  the  subject  of  any  ox- 

"n  or  marketable  value,"      (See  corporate  oath 

a  at  the  occupants  in  ISM.) 

hJi,  unfettered  by  (icw  patronage,  entitled  to 

^n  of  trusts  under  the  British  constitution, 

(Bnlindowin^  influences  of  the  "great  ami 

tf  the  colony — having  a  faithful  pastor  and 

Badiligcnt  ruling  elders,  now  started  ou  a 

My- 

cxtnvfrtfd  barn "   l>ecitme    too    strait  fttr 
If^llwy  addtd  to  it  two  wings,"  and  in  lees  than  six 
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years  a  much  larger  house  was  required,  which  was  erected 
and  occupied  in  a.  d.  1742. 

Of  thia  man,  who  gave  of  his  £550  in  "  puhiic  bills  of 
credit,"  at  least,  £409. 19^.  7d.,  for  the  cause  of  Christ,  it 
may  not  he  without  interest  to  give  a  more  extended  no- 
tice. 

In  disposition,  he  was  sociahle,  charitable,  and  unusiially 
liberal. 

When  "on  March  17th,  1737,  twenty-six  gentlemen  of 
the  Irish  nation,"  resident  in  Boston,  formed  "  the  Irish 
Charitable  Society  "  of  tliat  town,  his  name  ia  the  twentieth 
on  the  hst.  With  him  were  George  Glen  and  Andrew 
Knox,  while  in  1737,  Wm.  Hall  waa  President. 

In  his  will,  which  was  made  July  25th,  and  probated 
September  lat,  1741,  after  provision  for  the  payment  of 
all  his  debts,  the  allotment  of  one-third  of  his  real  estate 
to  his  wife,  a  small  sum  to  bis  father,  to  his  brothers,  sia- 
ters  and  mother-in-law,  he  gave  two  pounds  to  Charles,  son 
of  Peter  Pelham,  schoolmaster,  for  the  friendship  received 
from  his  father  and  family — and  the  rest  of  bis  estate,  real 
and  personal,  to  his  two  sons,  his  dear  children,  John  and 
Moses,  in  equal  portions — and  if  they  should  both  die 
before  they  should  marry,  or  arrive  at  twenty-one  yeara 
of  age — "  Then,  I  give  all  my  real  and  personal  eatate  and 
profits  thereof  remaining,  to  the  over.'^eera  of  the  poor  of 
Boston  forever^for  the  following  purposes,  and  no  other 
use  whatsoever,  viz. :  to  improve  the  same  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage, and  of  the  annual  profits  to  employ  some  abla 
and  proper  person  from  time  to  time  forever,  as  a  school- 
master, to  teach  poor  Protestant  children  whose  parenta 
are  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  inhabitants  of  Boston, 
in  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  and  pay  him  a  proper 
sum  for  the  same.  To  provide  for  such  children  books 
and  utensils,  with  a  Psalter,  Testament  and  Bible  to  each 
of  them. 

"  None  to  be  admitted  to '  this  charity,  but  such  as  are 
properly  recommended  and  seven  years  old,  and  to  leave 
at  fourteen  years  of  age.  '  Their  number  to  be  regulated 
by  said  overseers  and  directors  forever.'" 

He  did  not  with  this  charity,  as  he  did  with  the  trust 
created  on  June  9tb,  a.  d.  1735,  for  a  vastly  higher  purpose, 
put  it  beyond  the  contingencies  of   human  life;  yet  it 
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liniilivU  a  kind,  generoiis,  and  Christian  sfiirit  in  tha 
inan,  nliile  it  shews  m,  to  some  extent,  the  inseparahio 
HmnciiLinii  hctween  true  Presbyterian! am  and  tlie  dif- 
ftBion  of  (ileinuntary  education. 

Whiflhtr  (;ither  of  his  sons  came  to  manhood  or  mar- 
iJtd  is  anw  unknown. 

He  hod  hy  this  date,  August,  1741,  not  only  "  served  his 

Snetnlion  hy  tlic  will  of  God  ;  "  l>ut  hud  ercated  a  trust, 
nigiwd,  if  not  pervertt'd,  to  subserve  the  glory  of  Jeho- 
nh,  Uie  honor  of  Christ,  and  the  well'arc  of  true  Presby- 
hriim  Ibrevcr — and  "he  being  dead  yet  speakelli,"  itnd 
Krrts  each  succeeding  generation,  so  that  one  hundred 
•ndfortv-six  ye;ir3  have  not  yet  erased  his  name  from  the 
IrtcfCbrisUan  benefactors." 

A.qaarter  of  a  century  had  not  given  these  "oppressed 
Wlh Presbyterian  brethren  "  civil  and  social  freedom  yet, 
■  veace  by  the  record  of  such  examples  of  indemnifica- 
te  u  the  following. 

17a8.Marcii  oLh.  Robt.  Gardner,  from  Scotland,  on  in- 
Aanifyin};  in  tlie  sum  of  £1U0,  was  admitted  to  open 
bomuss  as  a  ivJsmaker. 

1741,  Ai>ril  loth.  Matthew  Campbell,  from  Nutfield, 
^■ty,  N.  H.,')  obtained  leave  to  open  a  tobacco  shop. 
ni.llorc  and  be  to  give  bonds  for  £50  indemnity  for 

llil,  April  22d.  Andrew  Craigie  and  fainilj  admitted 
■rheyearBforflSO. 

1*41,  April  29tli.  McGregor  and  wife  and  two  children, 
fan  Bninen'ttk,  "  to  be  here  next  Wednesday." 

K41,  June  24th.  Roht.  Henry  indemnilies  tor  five  years 
■iiblftckemith  for  £100.  Green  and  Walker  were  hia 
mbmen. 

Veitow  chronologically  return  for  a  time  to  the  church 
^  londonderry,  in  view  especially  of  Ha  early  loss  of 
»l  beloved  friend  and  pastor,  while,  at  the  same  time  we 
■>k»t  the  eccleBJastical  usages  of  this  people,  in  common 
'ritkill  Bcripturul  Fresh \teriane,  in  some  of  their  dis- 
ing  (eatures,  as  distinct  from  Prelacy  and  Congre- 


hk  doing  this,  I  again  quote  extensively  from  the  Rev. 
mhuker. 
'He  teat  from  which  the  Rev.  Mr.  McGregor  preached. 
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when  te  took  the  pastoral  care  of  the  infant  church  in 
Londonderry,  tlien  literally  in  the  wilderness,  was  Ez. 
xxxvii.  26. 

"This  promise  as  applied  to  this  band  of  emigrants, 
has  been  strikingly  fulfilled,  in  the  permanency,  enlarge- 
ment and  prosperity  of  the  settlement,  then  devoufly 
commenced.  It  has  been  shewn,  that  the  leading  motive 
of  these  colonists  in  coming  to  this  country  was  the  more 
full  and  free  enjoyment  of  religious  privileges. 

"Like  the  Pilgrims,  they  sought  a  home  and  a  place, 
with  'freedom  t«  worship  God.  The  Londonderry  emi- 
gration, in  1718,  80  called  (as  they  mostly  came  from  that 
city  and  its  vicinity,)  included  four  Presbyterian  ministers. 
Of  these,  McGregor  was  chosen  pastor.  The  records  of 
the  church  commence  June  27th,  1723,  The  first  session 
was  composed  of  ten  ruling  elders,  and  one  was  added 
in  1726."  The  following  extracts  from  their  records  may 
shew  how  they  "  took  heed  to  the  flock  over  which  the  Holy 
Ghost  had  made  them  overseers.  The  first  case  presented 
was  the  report  that  James  Doake  had  quarrelled  with  his 
father  and  had  beaten  him.  '  The  session  came  to  the 
conclusion :  that  after  a  ereat  deal  of  pains  taken,  they 
cannot  find  it  proven,  that  James  Doake  did  beatlhis  father, 
yet  the  session  agreeth  that  James  Doake  should  be  rebuked 
before  them,  for  giving  his  father  the  lie,  and  to  be  ex* 
hort«d  to  respect  and  honor  his  parents  in  words  and  ac- 
tions." 

The  next  ease  of  discipline  was  a  charp;e  brought  by 
John  Archibald  against  James  Moor,  for  using  unjustifia- 
ble expressions  of  a  profane  character,  which  Moor  denied  : 
yet  he  was  exhorted  by  the  session  to  be  watchful  ana 
more  circumspect  for  the  future. 

A  trait  of  character  which  'distinguished  this  people 
was  a  generous  sympathy  for  their  friends  in  afiliction,  and 
a  readiness  to  tender  relief.  Hence  we  find,  tliat  at  thff  -' 
early  period  of  1725,  the  session  ordered  two  public  cc/^f-', 
lections  on  Sabbath,  One  was  to  aid  a  Mr.  James  Clarke^ ' 
residing  in  Rutland,  Massachusetts,  to  ransom  his  eoa  ' 
taken  by  the  Indians;  the  collection,  straitened  as  wer»'' 
their  circumstances  at  the  time,  amounted  to  five  pounds^ ' 
The  other  was  for  the  relief  of  William  Moor,  who  had 
two  cows  killed  by  the  falUng  of  a  tree ;  three  pounds  aad  ' 
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DbKteen  f^hUlin^  were  received.  It  is  most  evident  from 
lbi«a  ancient  rtcords,  that,  whatever  imperfections  ap- 
peced  in  the  character  of  the  people,  the  elders  did  not 
nifTuMD  to  pass  unroproved,  Impurity  of  speech  or  act; 
tile  circulation    of  slanderous   reports,   dishonesty,   or, 

3«ct  of  social  religious  duties,  were  subjects  of  prompt 
fiutbful  discipline. 
Tlwy  were  purp  Prepbvterians,  and  no  people  were  more 
diitinguished  for  sound  Christian  doctrine  and  order,  or 
fcri  more  strict  and  inflexible  code  of  morals. 

On  M&rvb  5th,  1720,  the  conKregation  experienced  a 
IwTy  loHs  in  the  death  of  the  Rev,  Mr.  McGregor.  He 
didst  the  age  of  liiiy-two.  Habituated  to  hardships  and 
xiMvnial,  be  was  well  prepared  to  share  with  his  people 
lU  toils,  dangers  and  hucritice  of  ease  and  comfort  ever 
■tUndont  upon  a  new  settlement.  It  was  the  custom  at 
■*  "  day,  and  for  thirty  yeare  afterwards,  for  all  "able- 
td  men  "  to  go  to  cliurch  well  anned,  in  order  to  be 
poued  to  repel  any  sudden  attack  from  the  Indians, 
■BO  iLeir  pastor  always  marched  into  his  pulpit  mth  his 
p*  veil  Imdetl  and  primed."  The  Rev,  Matthew  Clarke 
Mame  the  successor  of  Mr,  McGrepor,  and  on  January 
Mi,l(33,  married,  as  his  third  wife,  his  widow.  He  never 
B»*(Miythinir  which  had  possessed  animal  life,  and  while 
•  nlnister  of  the  Prince  of  Peace,  as  he  had  served  as  an 

Protestant  army,  and  was  active  in  the  de- 

fcw«  of  Londonderry  during  the  memorable  aiege,  his 
Mitiil  spirit  would  not  unfrequently  be  revived.  He 
"^Jaanary  25th,  1735,  aged  seventy-six. 
Utnewere  in  those  days  no  theological  seminaries  in 
.  and  previously  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Clarke,  the 
made  application  to  the  Presbytery  of  Tyrone  for  a 

|n*fter.  Zat-lisry  Wilkcr,  of  Woodbury,  Connei:(ict]l,  on  one  Snli- 

idml  three  urrooti*  aiiil  i^ot  two  Indian*.     H«  wns  ihe  fint 

tl  that  lown.    Bo,  •luring  the  eight  yearn  at  mvagp  n-arfare  in 

*    *      '  viillty,  ill  IViinijylminia,  the  PreiibTterian  iiiimBter,  iho 

.  "  ..N.  'I    \<  :  I  Unt  hid  luiniitlrv  vridi  hid  gun  at  hianiJe,' 

'  ii'Ti  had  then  tfieir  weapons  mlhin  their 

!:  |<   '^■'i.)     'Die  Norridgewnllui  v^rv  taught 

:-  lii'Vi!,  ilini  the  Knirlish  miirdenkl  the 

I' '  '.^1'   IliiIi.iiii  w'liiM  kill  all  of  them  iheveould." 

. ,  ,      Widk'a  \\cu,ry  in  1750  put  a  slop  to  this  naiaae car- 
id  afiM  ibal  ilalf  garrisuiu  and  bloclchouMa  were  not  neeoed. 
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candidate,  "  a  euitable,  well-qualified,  and  accredited  min- 
ister, to  take  charge  of  them  in  tJie  Lord,  engagiiifi  to  pay 
him  one  hundred  and  forty  pounds  annually,  beside  the 
expenses  of  his  vovage,  ivitii  one-half  of  a  hoiue-Iot  and  a 
hundred  acre  out-lot,"  as  it  was  then  termed.  The  gover- 
nor of  the  colony  had  tlien  but  one  hundred  pounds  an- 
nually. This  snows  the  zeal  and  liberality  of  the  early 
settlers  in  Bupportinf;  the  gospel.  They  liad  been  taught 
the  value  of  divine  ordinances,  and  they  appreciated  tiieni 
by  "  honoring  the  Lord  with  their  substance."  On  the 
lOth  day  of  October,  1733,  the  Rev.  Thomaa  Thompson, 
ordained,  married  and  fully  accredited,  at  twenty-nine 
years  of  age,  was  installed  as  their  pastor.  As  expenses 
attendant  upon  his  installation,  there  were  paid  to  the 
Rev.  Messrs.  LeMercier  and  Moorehead,  and  their  eldere, 
£8,  and  £2.  Ss.  for  man  iind  iiorses  to  bring  them  from 
and  take  them  back  to  Haverhill,  Massachusetts.  He 
died  September  22d,  1738.  Though  his  ministry  was 
short,  it  was  highly  acceptable  to  the  people,  and  attended 
with  the  divine  blessing,  the  church  being  very  considera- 
bly increased  during  the  period  of  his  connection  with  it. 

At  a  sacramental  occasion  in  1734  (only  fifteen  yean 
after  the  settlement  of  the  town ),  there  were  present  seven 
hundred  communicants.  As  not  a  few  of  these  came  from 
other  congregations,  "  tokens  "  (as  cheap  and  convenient 
little  certificates  of  church  membership,  for  such  thejr 
were,)  were  dispensed  to  prevent  unworthy  intruders. 

Thursday  before  the  communion  was  observed  as  a 
BHcramental  fast  with  much  striclnoBs,  while  preaching  on 
Friday  and  Saturday  and  thanksgiving  on  Monday,  were 
part  of  their  stated  communion  services.  There  would 
Bometimes  be  three  or  four  tables,  after  which  a  short 
recess,  then  a  discourse  and  the  usual  devotional  exercises, 
which  were  often  extended  to  sunset. 

"Such  solemn  and  devout  convocations,  such  assem- 
bling of  the  people  for  several  consecutive  days  for  prayer, 
praise  and  preaching;  if  the  practice  were  revived  by  til* 
churches,  would  happily  serve,  it  is  believed,  to  promote 
their  spirituality,  and  bring  down  the  divine  intluenceu  in 
more  coj)iou8  efl'usions."     ( Parker.) 

"The  settlement  continuing  to  receive  accessions  froa 
Ireland  and  elsewhere,  and  the  remoter  sections  of  Um 
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tovntbip  becoming  inhabited,  sundry  persons  in  the 
naterly  part  having  petitioned  for  thiit  object,  were  set 
pff  as  a  religious  society,  and,  in  1739,  were,  by  the  pen- 
«h1  court,  invested  with  privileges,  and  styled  the  West 
Pviih  in  I^mdonderry. 

"Rev.  Diivid  McGregor,  son  of  tlie  Rev.  James  McGregor, 
tooltUiO  piistoriil  charge  of  the  newly-formed  congregation. 
Be  receivetl  his  literary  and  theological  education  chiefly 
Wider  the  Itev.  Mr.  Clarke,  his  father's  successor,  and  was 
nrduned  in  1736." 

The  East  Parish,  in  1739,  called  the  Rev.  William  David- 
Wi.  They  gave  him  one  hundred  and  sixty  pounds  as  a 
■eltlement.  unit  the  same  sum  annually  as  his  salary. 
Amidst  all  thfir  general  prosperity  and  the  enjoyment  of 
Uw  moans  of  grace,  unsanctified  human  nature  begJin  to 
qMnite,  and,  at  iin  early  day,  harmony  became  impaired 
wneen  the  two  conffregations.  A  number  of  families 
raidinjj  in  the  east  one,  being  dissatisfied  with  Mr.  David- 
•onV  minislry.  and  particularly  attached  to  Mr.  Mc- 
Cttgor,  as  he  was  tlie  son  of  their  former  pastor,  more 
nwelical  in  his  doctrinal  views,  and  a  more  talented 
fmehcr  Uian  Mr.  Davidson,  united  with  the  newly-formed 
twiib. 

,  Achaiigeof  ubout  a  mile  in  the  site  of  the  AV'est  Church 
tadaced  about  the  sanje  number  of  families  {about  forty) 
lowittulrnw  from  the  West  and  unite  with  the  East.  This 
,lnduq^  division,  which  lasted  for  nearly  forty  years,  was 
ktHBdocUve  of  evils  long  felt  in  the  congregations,  not  only 
mi^niiig  alienation  of  feeling  and  often  bitter  animosi- 
4lw  between  the  members  of  these  two  churches,  but  also 
^mating  all  ministerial  and  even  social  intercourse  be- 
■■Mu  tlioir  pastors.  The  following  minute  from  the 
■taidi  of  the  session  (of  June  1st,  1743),  may  serve  to 
•tmr  the  want  of  Christian   fellowship  which  then  ex- 

*Jam<««  Wilpon  came  to  the  session  and  desired  to  be 

■'"  "    '   '     ''.  '■  r^acmment,  to  which  Mr.  Davidson  told 

•ion,  that  we  admitted  none  that  partook 

_'ir;  and  was  inquired  of  whether  ornut  it 

;u:irrel  with  hi»  minister  that  made  liim 

iriijii  ijlm.     He  answered  it  was  not,  but  only  tho 

Iteiwta)  they  held  up  amongst  them,  and  that  he 
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would  not  join  with  them  for  the  future,  and  upon  theSe 
he  got  a  token  of  admission." 

This  alienation  ie  furtlier  shewn  by  their  respective 
■views  of  the  great  awakenin*  or  extraordinary  seriousncBS 
and  attention  to  reiigion  which,  in  1741,  in  the  days  of  tlie 
Tenants,  of  Edwards,  and  of  Whitefield,  bo  extensively 
prevailed  in  this  country,  pervading  New  England  and  ex- 
tending to  this  town.  McGregor  preached  and  entered 
eamesUy  into  the  awakening,  and  a  happy  addition  was 
made,  to  his  church,  Davidson  and  his  church  stood 
aioof  from  all  participation  in  the  work.  The  Rev,  George 
Whitefield  preached  to  a  very  large  collection  of  people  in 
the  open  field,  the  meeting-house  not  being  large  enough 
to  accommodate  them.  "Although  Davidson  and  those  in 
tlie  Presbyterian  connection  who  eympatiiized  with  him, 
adhered  to  the  Confession  of  Faith  and  catechisms  in  their 
families,  schools  and  congregations,  yet  in  their  preaching 
Ihey  left  out,  as  has  been  justly  said,  the  distinctive  doc- 
trines of  the  Calvinistic  system,  dwelt  chit-fly  on  monil  and 
practical  duties,  were  not  zealous  for  the  conversion  of  sin- 
ners, and  in  their  preaching  and  devotional  services  lacked 
that  unction  and  fervor  which  distinguished  the  advocatea, 
promoters  and  subjects  of  the  great  revival." 

The  result  was  tliat  vital  godliness  ^eatly  declined  Id 
this  church,  few  were  added  l>y  profession,  discipline  was 
much  neglected,  and  thu  distinctive  lines  between  the 
church  and  the  world  were  nearly  obliterated. 

Mr.  McGregor,  vindicati  ug  the  work  from  the  charges  of 
nntinomianism  and  fiinnticleiii  (I'rince's  Hislorj/),  says: 
"  For  my  own  part,  I  have  seen  littlu  or  no  appearance  ot 
the  growth  of  antinomian  errors  or  anytliing  visionary  or 
enthusiastic,  either  in  my  own  congregation  or  among  the 
people  in  the  neighborhood  where  I  live.  Indeed,  if  us- 
aertmg  justification  by  faith  alone,  and  denying  ii  by  the 
law  as  a  covenant  of  works,  while  the  etermil  obligation  of 
the  law  as  a  rule  of  life  is  strongly  maintained  in  practice 
as  well  as  profession — if  this,  I  aay,  be  antinomian  dofr- 
trine,  then  wo  have  a  great  growth  of  antinumianism. 
Again,  if  asserting  the  neceasity  of  supernatural  intluenM 
or  divine  energy  in  conversion,  or  the  reality  of  the  imme- 
diate witnessing  and  sealing  of  the  Spirit  be  enihusiasmf 
then  we  have  a  remarkable  spread  uf  enthusiasm ;  and  ia 
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these  sensps  may  nntinoDiianisni  nnd  enthwsiasm  grow 
mir^  ami  more  till  tliey  ovi^r-prpinl  the  whole  land." 
Wt*  iiiiw  look  a  lil.tli.',  on  wliat  was  larther  doue  in  tho 
i  tttensioi)  of  Preshj-teri^tiiisni  during  thu  first  twenty-fivo 
I  JMTS  after  the  sottlcmr'iit  ul'  Drrry,  "S.  H. 
I  In  all  towns  wheru  Prcfrbyti'rians  mingled  with  the 
[  tBtive*.  tliey  had  to  fiicountur  stronji  prejudices,  were 
I  vipwiil.  to  some  extent,  as  intruders,  and  were  comjielled 
f  toKiiip-irl  a  form  of  church  povernmont  and  worship  for 
Ivhicfi  they  had  no  nfl'ectiou.  Consequently,  if  they 
loblahiul  ft  jieaeeahle  settlement  and  were  not  driven  off 
I  Oexpellvd.  they  were  in  a  peneration  or  two  often  assimi- 
UUeil  to  uikI  ahsorbed  hy  the  overshadowmg  iutiuence  of 
^Ibeoolonliil  rcli^'ion. 

Hence  Iheir  meetinfr-hnuses  in  many  towns  have  pa.ssed 

■itQ  (be  poasessioii   of  Cimgregationalists.     These   aettle- 

"""sntf  were  made  almost  wholly  of  Presbyterians  from  the 

1  of  Ireland,  and  the  Scotch  (excepting  those  who 

nt  to  ihe  Province  of  Maine  r  do  not  appear  to  have 

t  into  New  England  in  colonies  until  after  the  middle 

t  tiii*  oenlury. 

.  Al  this  T>i?ri<id,  however,  ministers  from  the  Kirk,  the  only 
"t^erof  Prcshytpriiins  then  in  Scotland  (excepting  a  few 
f  tbe  Bcforiiifd  >  caine  over.  The  minister  of  tho  majority 
vfjle-i  I'f  :i  iMwn  wiis  supnorted  by  a  pariah  tax  col- 

■  ..r  'i-'v,  ;ind  althouniliihis  was  less  secure 
■iiliind,  yet  individual  adventurers 
■ :  -^  were  not  unfrcquently  hired  to 

■  '■   :i  '■'ici''[ies. 
:.■  u,\-^  [i-iiiid  .l:uuc3  Keith,  John  Campbell,  Hugh 
-11,  Ilujlh  Henry,  John  McKiustry  and  John  Gra- 
11  we  have  seen,  scn'cd  as  pastors  in  this  way. 

£of  tbu  cmisrants  (who  came  to  the  Bay  in  and 

^^hiul.  wlijlo  in  Knzland,  belonged  to  the  con- 

f  Uie  Rov.  Thomas  Hooker,  a  preacher  of  great 

1,  to  esrape  fines  and  imprisonment  for  non- 

Etludflnl  into  HolUmd.     Being  greatly  attached 

neir  earnest  veqiiest  he  cime  to  them  and  per- 

_,>  Samtiel   Stone    to    accompany   him    ae    an 

",  Vtuy  arriveil  in  Bostim  September  4th,  1038. 

..    ■  llth  they  were  ordained  to  their  respective 

I  inutur  nnd  Icacbor  id  tlis  church  at  Cambridge 
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in  the  new  way.  Finding  himaelf  overshadowed  by  the 
great  influence  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  (Jotton,  in  1636,  he  (with 
his  whole  church  and  congregation,  consisling  of  about  one 
hundred  persons)  removed  to  Connecticut  and  commenced 
the  settlement  of  Hartford."     {Cam.  Om.  Faith.) 

"  Presbyterian  ism  has  not  been  without  right  in  Con- 
necticut, The  jjrincipa!  friends  and  patrons  of  the  colony 
■  at  the  time  of  its  seltlement  were  Presbyterians  :  and  so 
"were  many  of  those  who  came  over  at  an  early  day. 
Some  of  the  first  ministers  of  this  colony  were  avowed 
Presbyterians,  That  is  snch  as  were  Presbyterians  in 
England  from  1572  until  1591.  The  later  Puritan  emigra- 
tion brought  with  it '  a  leaven  of  Presbyterianism,'  says 
Dr.  Bacon  {Contrib.  Hiii.  Conn.,  p.  17),  and  its  workings 
are  to  be  traced  in  the  Saybrook  Platform,  Under  the 
system  of  church  polity  tliere  defined,  the  consociation 
could  be  made,  and  was  made  to  a  great  extent  a  judicial 
and  authoritative  tribunal  (p.  122),  corresponding  very 
closely  with  the  Presbytery.  In  keeping  with  these  facts, 
the  name  Presbyterian  lius  been  applied  very  commonly  to 
the  churches  of  Connecticut,  and  on  more  than  one  occasion 
it  has  been  affirmed,  upon  high  authority,  that  the  system 
of  church  order  prevailing  among  them  was  really  Presby- 
terianism." iHUt.  Dkc.  Ibid.,  p.  63 ;  Dr.  Dwights  TraveU, 
yol.  iv.,  p.  410  seq.) 

"But  the  churches  in  this  State  that  have  been  in  a 
stricter  and  more  usual  sense  Presbyterian  have  never 
been  numerous,  and  they  have  come  into  existence  under 
apeciol  conditions.  In  Voluntown, 'now  Sterling,  Wind- 
ham county,  a  church  was  organized  on  the  15th  of 
October,  1723."    (Rf^.  Ghat.  W.  Baird.) 

The  Rev,  Samuel  Dorrance,  a  native  of  Ireland,  was  set- 
tled there  on  that  day,  and,  on  August  14th,  1749,  a  peti- 
tion from  said  town  was  received  by  the  original  Presby- 
tery at  its  meeting  in  Boston  in  the  LeMerciex  Church,  on 
which  he  and  hia  congregation  was  received.  He  was  dis- 
missed in  1770,  and  the  church  became  Congregational 
June  30th,  1779.  Of  this  Presbytery  he  was  prolmbly 
during  ita  existence  a  member.  Ho  died  there  on  Novem- 
ber I'ith,  1775,  in  the  ninetieth  year  of  his  age  and  tJie 
forty-seventh  of  his  ministry.  Peters  {Hist,  of  Conn,)  says: 
*'In  Voluntown  there  is  one  Presbyterian  parish.    This 
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ket  has  mrt  with  as  little  Christian  charity  and  humanity 
1q  this  hairbrained  community  as  the  Anabaptists,  Qua- 
kers and  Churchmen.  The  '  sober  dissenters '  of  this  town 
tu  they  style  themselves)  will  not  attend  the  funeral  of  a 
Presliyteriiin  "  (p.  162).  This  might,  however,  ajiply  only 
lo  the  state  of  that  coinmunity  in  the  time  of  his  suci 

'.  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gilmore. 

Of  all  the  inductions  of  Presbyterian  ministers  to  serve 

JETcpationaliat  societies,  that  which  as  the  occasion  was 
uctive  of  the  most  extensive  consequences  for  evil  was 
leBetlleniftit  of  the  Rev.  James  Hillhouse  with  the  second 
X  New  Ixjndoii  (^called  Montville)  in  that  colony  on 
.Wr  3d,  172'2. 
For  wvenil  years  matters  appear  to  have  prospered  with 
^im,  but  whet^ier  his  doctrine  did  not  suit  his  audience  or 
:^is  pnictj(%  became  improper,  does  not  appear.  For  some 
Smmc,  however,  he  became  unpopular  with  his  people. 
t3*  also  prosecuted  one  of  his  neighbors  and  was  non- 
kwitmL  Tiie  power  of  liis  emploj'ei-s  was  now  exerted  to 
r>cmDVc  him.  The  people  shut  the  church  door  on  him 
MJid  withheUl  his  salary.  "A  Council,"  not  "  mutual,''  but 
**  MX  partt',"  was  held,  and  instead  of  advising  him  to  ask  for 
^  dinnid^iuii,  they  in  1735  "wdered  him   to  resign  his 

this  he  did  not  do;  but  continued  to  preach  and  de- 
^■ind  his  xahiry, 

Tu  [irotL-ct  himself  ecclesiastically,  be  applied  to  the 
Kobymry  for  admission. 

Exeitciiient  became  rife.    The  correspondence  between 
*li»  totigrcjriitional  and  Presbyterian  ministers  uf  an  offi- 
«i"laiid  ojieciidly  of  a  fmtornal  character  was  now  rup- 
towi.  I>y  specific  views  of  church  power. 
ir  il,.-  I'rishylery  should  admit  him,  while  "ordered" 
In  resign  his  office,  n  par  value  would  not  be 
i  ]■  standing  and  authority. 
I  ,  -lion  the  Presbj-tery  divided. 
1^  iv«re  for  rejecting  him,  but  at  a  meeting  held 
—  >"rt  five  ministers  were  present,  by  the  aid 
ruling  elders,  Rev.  Messrs.  Moorehead 
him  admitted  by  a  majority  of  one  vote. 
Admiii^ion,  the  three  other  ministers  then 
profaned.    They  could  only  protest — not  appeal. 
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for  there  was  ndt  until  nearly  forty  years  after,  any  synod 
nearer  than  Ireiand,  with  which  ti'iey  had  any  connection. 

Mr.  Moorehead  maintained,  that  though  hired  by  Con- 
gregation alists,  aa  he  was  not  ordained  by  any  of  their 
councils,  he  was  not  amenable  or  subject  to  them. 

He  prosecuted  hia  parish  for  his  salary,  lost  his  case  in 
court,  and  on  June  28th,  1737,  "  he  was  cast  out  and  de- 
posed (aays  LeMercier)  by  a  council,  who  also  appointed 
another  in  his  stead." 

From  1736,  peace  and  the  Presbytery  shook  hands  and 

i)arted.  Recourne  was  had,  not  only  to  vindications  be- 
ure  the  Presbytery,  but  criminations  and  recriminations 
were  spread  before  tlie  people,  by  both  the  pulpit  and  the 
press.  Among  tliosc,  thus  alienated,  were  the  pastors  of 
the  Boston  churchei?.  LeMercier  advocated  the  expe- 
diency, if  not  the  principle  of  recognizing  the  action  of  the 
council  as, valid — wliile  Moorehead  maintained,  that  ita 
"power  (as  exercised  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Hillhouse)  was 
Jesuitical  and  usurped  " — and  that  as  lie  had  received  hia 
ordination  before  lie  came  to  the  colonies,  the  Presbytery, 
in  1736,  "  received  him  as  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
Scotland." 

From  the  pulpit  also,  evidences  of  alienation  were  pre- 
Bented,  and  from  Luke  xvi.  1-5,  Mr.  Moorehead  preached 
textually  to  the  Presbytery.  This  of  course  produced  deep 
feeling,  which  was  increased  by  Mr.  Hillliouse,  who  per- 
sistently pressed  his  admission  on  the  court. 

Such  was  the  furor  of  the  contest,  that,  in  October,  1736, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Harvey  was  suspended  by  Presbytery — 
while  the  Rev.  Mr.  Moorehead  was  twice  rebuked  and 
finally  suspended  from  office  and  emolument.  When  un- 
der process,  "  both  Mr.  Moorehead  and  Mr.  Harvey  were 
permitted  to  give  their  reasons  and  defend  their  course 
Iielore  Presbytery."  Besides  Moorehead,  Harvey,  and 
Hilllionse,  there  were  in  and  remained  in  Presbytray,' 
five  milliliters — LeMercier,  Thompson,  Wilson,  McLena- 
lian,  and  Johnston. 

The  Presbytery  which  met  in  Boston  Oct.,  1736  (that  is, 
these  five  clergymen  with  their  eiders),  forbade  their 
members  to  preach  or  extrciae  any  ministerial  office  (say9 
LeJIercier)  within  the  bounds  of  the  other  ministers, 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  Presbytery — that  is,  they 
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e  not  to  preach  in  the  pulpits  of  Mr.  Moorehead  or 
Wt.  Harvey,  lUid  ho  further  ssiya,  "as  the  niiniaters  of  the 
town  of  liottton  have  heen  always  willing  to  live  in  friend- 
ship witli  tbo  I'resbyterian  ministers,  and  to  shew  their 
regard  for  gtmd  order,  they  have  not  preached  for  '  John 
Preshyter,'  eince  tht^y  heard  that  lie  had  been  suspended 
Tty  the  l^resbytery. 

"To  receive  Sir,  Hilthouse  would  make  Presbytery 
▼wy  ridiculous  in  the  eyes  of  the  people  of  New  Eng- 
land" I  Remarks  LeMercier,  p.  14.)  Thus,  "the  be- 
poninf!  of  strife  was  like  the  letting  out  of  water,"  and 
IhePresbyu-rial  harmony,  which  it  had  required  years  to 
MUblish  and  maintain,  was  now  forever  broken  by  parti- 
»n  passion. 

ttnile  "  Mr.  Hillhouse  forced  himpelf  into  the  Presby- 
ten,  not  at  all  to  the  satisfaction  of  its  memberB  (says 
I*M.)  this  was  not  the  only  ground  of  grievance  of  which 
llw  majority  complained,  and  which  made  the  separation 
SotL 

"In  the  Presbytery  held  in  Boston  in  Oct.,  1736,  when 
ll»  nunes  of  the  several  members  were  colled,  among  the 
Wtwas  that  of  Mr.  David  McGregore.  'As  he  had  never 
■twitb  them  before,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rutherford  desired  to 
taowbow  he  became  a  member,  and  who  gave  the  or- 
^inFn  power  to  do  it?  As  the  major  part  desired  to 
■  Mtisficd  in  this,  before  they  admitted  Mr.  McGregore, 
Hi-  Moorehcad,  previously  ordainer,  and  now  moderator, 
••(ririnfi  a  satisfactory  answer,  the  mnjority  denied  Mr. 
"iCregore's  right  to  a  seat.  After  niiieli  debate  and  some 
fruill«»  pro  pots  i  lions,  Mesera.  Moorehead  and  Harvey  de- 
•iMod,  tlmt  they  would  not  sit  in  Presbytery  with  the 
W-if  Mr.  McGregore  was  not  permitted  to  vote."  This 
^of  still  refused,  "  Mr.  Moorehead  left  the  chair  and  tho 
MitQtig-Iiouse  (the  French  one),  followed  by  Harvey  and 
H'0»B*'*-"  AU  solicitation  was  in  vain.  "They  re- 
•■■d  lo  n-Lurn.  Perhaps  tbey  resolved  to  set  up  a  Presby- 
(tyoftlidrown  lo  screen  themselves  from  justly  deserved 
*•»•««."  i/x-jV.)  This  was  a  sorrowful  spectacle,  tliat 
Av>ltw  niinidtera,  nearly  all  of  the  same  race,  from  lands 
if  tuKyri'd  tinceatries,  professedly  lielieving  the  same 
AiBp,  under  the  same  vows  and  walking  by  the  same 
'VKihould  now  utterly  'fall  out  by  the  way.'    Yet  'the 
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contention  was  so  sharp  between  them,  that  they  departed 
asunder  the  one  from  the  other,'  and  hecame  'two  bands.' 
Moorehead  and  Harvey  (and  possibly  some  others)  had, 
in  1736,  ordained  and  received  Mr.  McGregore  wlien  ob- 
viously but  .1  minority  of  the  Prenbytery  (probably  owing 
to  their  distance  from  Boston)  were  in  attendance.  To 
the  suspension,  which  followed,  they  were  probably 
brought,  by  the  impulsive  temperament  of  Mr.  Mooreheail 
and  nis  strong  attachment  to  his  countrymen,  while  Le- 
Mercier's  sympathies  prohnbly  were  somewhat  misled,  by 
Ills  early  associations  and  then  present  surroundinga  of 
church  and  state.  The  unpleasant  bearing  of  Mr.  Hill- 
house  also  made  his  fellowship  with  the  Presbytery  to  be 
of  a  short  duration,  and  it  did  not  nullify  the  action  of  the 
council  in  his  case. 

Owing  to  the  widely  scattered  position  of  the  membera 
of  Presbytery,  and  consequent  probable  non-appearance  at 
stated  occasional  meetings,  especially  in  winter,  we  can 
account  for  the  absence  of  a  majority  of  the  ministers  at 
the  ordination  of  Mr.  David  McGregore  (who  had  been  pre-' 
viously  licensed) ;  but  why  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rutherford,  "  who 
was  of  an  amiable  and  excellent  disposition,"  should  aim 
to  exclude  him,  does  not  so  fully  appear.  The  youi^  man 
was  much  beloved,  eminently  popular  and  usefuL  Per- 
haps the  fact  that  he  had  not  graduated  at  any  college  may 
in  part  account  for  the  opposition  of  the  majority  of  ttia 
ministers.  Judging  from  the  part  which  the  Rev,  Mr. 
Rutherford  took  in  excluding  him,  it  is  not  easy  to  deter- 
mine whether  he  intensely  desired  to  have  order  observed 
to  the  letter',  or  acted  from  a  love  of  pre-eminence,  or  both. 
He  live<l  on  the  then  most  remote  borders  of  civilization  in 
the  Province  of  Maine.  To  the  shores  of  the  Kennebec 
Mr.  Robert  Temple,  from  Ireland,  had  brought  a  colony 
in  1719  or  1720. 

While  some  of  them,  discouraged  by  the  climate  and 
the  wilderness,  had  sought  in  the  middle  or  southern  colo- 
nies a  more  pleasant  home,  others  remained  and  had  occa- 
sional Bupplies  of  preaching. 

In  Scarboro,  Maine,  in  1720,  the  Rev.  Hugh  Campbell, 
from  Scotland,  preached.  He  remained  only  about  on« 
year,  and  was  in  June,  1722,  succeeded  by  his  countrjinan, 
the  Rev.  Hugh  Henry,  who,  although  he  was  not  formally 
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Kttled,  in  1725  sued  the  town  for  his  salary,  which 
mentv  poands  per  annum,  but  did  not  recover  it. 
Ab  that  was  the  age  of  colonies  from  Ireland  to  Ai 
n  find  that  in  1729  a  Colonel  Duniiar  brought  over  a  num- 
ber of  Presbi'terians.  "  His  colonists  ( we  again  refer  to  the 
Hon.  WiD-  Willis)  in  two  years  amounted  to  more  than 
ODe  bundred  and  twenty  families,  and  with  the  first  of 
tb»e  he  brought  as  minister  the  Rev.  Robert  Rutherford." 
Masracbusett^,  which  then  claimed  jurisdiction  over  the 
I^vince  of  Maine,  protested  against  his  usurpations,  and 
liisBovemment  over  his  culony  censed,  for  he  was  driven 
tmtty  the  forces  of  the  former  in  August,  1732,  He,  how- 
tvtr,  when  in  possession,  had  ceded  to  his  comitrymen  the 
twiw  of  Bristol,  Noblesboro  and  Boothhay.  He  returned 
(o  Britain  in  1737. 

Of  Andrew  Reed,  a  principal  settler  in  Townsend,  it  is 
Mid  that  for  a  whole  winter  (that  of  1730)  he  read  his  Bible 
■*id  cat  and  piled  cordwood  alone,  exposed  at  all  times  to 
th«  uvsxes,  and  when  asked  on  bis  return,  "  Were  you  not 
'•ftiid?'  answered,  "Had  not  I  the  Bible  with  me?  I 
_!**»•  neitJier  alone,  nor  afraid  of  the  Indians."  (S.,  p.  264.) 
^Hlhe  descendants  of  the  Dunbar  emigration,  says  Sewall, 
!K(3,  "  Ihev  are  intelligent,  enterprisiug,  fearless,  thrifty, 
il  and  vigorous." 

who  bad,  as  the  agent  of  Massachusetts,  appeared 

ly  ugainst  Dunbar  in  England,  next  brought  over 

to  Maine.      Twenty-seven   families  of  Scotch 

irom  the  north  of  Ireland,  who  in  1735  arrived 

direction,  were  esich  by  him  furnished  with  one 

>08  of  land  on  the  banks  of  the  river  St.  George, 

of  Warren. 

ford  had  thus  from  his  arrival  an  ample  field  of 

,^; "  He  preached  in  Bristol  four  or  live  years."  (WU- 

Utnuon'B  Maine.)  To  assist  him,  the  Rev.  Willinni  Mo- 
Ocnahan  came  over  about  1734.  Neither  of  them,  how- 
nppears  to  have  had  in  Maine  a  permanent  settlement. 
*a  incn-ase  to  their  numbers,  in  this  region,  occurred  in 
ftiiwHy:  About  1740 the  "Grand  Design,"  with  passen- 
^br  Pennsylvania,  was  wrecked  on  Mount  Desert,  and 
■Biy  iif  tbi-  sur\'ivorB  settled  in  Warren,  Peniaquid, 
AiHMCfit  and  Damariscotta. 
Wkilv,  at  ihia  date,  it  is  supposed  that  no  part  of  New 
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England  was  so  strongly  Presbyterian  as  was  the  country 
lying  between  the  Konnubcc  and  Penohscot,  yet,  to  cfiect 
settlements  of  this  cliurcli  order  was  difficult,  owinjj;  to  the 
tenacity  or  obstinacy  of  tlio  (JongregationaliatB  in  tlie  dif- 
ferent parishes.  They  seldom  became  Presbyterians,  wliile 
the  others  frequejitly  united  with  them. 

From  1734  till  near  1737  the  Rev.  R.  Rutherford  preached 
chiefly  at  Pemaquid,  and  in  1737  he  preached  at  Bruns- 
wick, where  he  was  settled  as  the  first  minister  of  tliat 
town,  and  continued  there  till  1742.  (Williamson.)  In 
1747  Mr.  Rutherford  was  chaplain  in  Henderson's  Fort,  at 
Pleasant  Point.  He  asked  a  suitable  sum  for  his  table 
expenses  and  was  refused.  Perhaps  his  being  a  Presbyte- 
rian as  well  as  a  friend  of  Governor  Dunbar's  operated 
against  him,  (P.  59,  Eaton,)  He  died  at  Thomaston  in 
October,  1756,  aged  68  years. 

The  Rev.  William  McClenahan  wag  invited  in  1734  to 
settle  at  (jeorgetown,  but  the  Congregationalists  kept  up  a 
quarrel  for  the  two  years  in  which  he  occasionally  preached 
to  them.  On  the  15th  of  November,  1736,  he  was  installed 
at  Cape  Elizabeth,  as  appears  by  the  "Journal  of  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Smith,  of  B'almouth,"  who  opposed  his  usefulness. 
His  temperament  was  such  that  he  was  often  in  difficulty, 
and  in  this  place  "he  stirred  up  a  controversy  which  ended 
in  his  dismission,"  and  he  returned  to  Georgetown  and 
vicinity. 

Cape  Elizabeth  had  beea  partly  settled  by  tlie  McGregora 
and  Boyd  emigration,  and  now,  seventeen  years  afterwards, 
the  number  of  families  wliich  had  settled  at  Porpooduc,  on 
Casco  Bay,,  in  Falmouth  Township,  U  supposed  to  have 
been  about  twenty,  who.  although  they  at  first  enjoyed  the 
bervices  of  the  Kiev.  William  Cornwall,  and  after  ne  had 
left  them  the  labors  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Woodside — still,  audi 
were  their  disadvantages  civilly  as  well  as  physically  that 
they  were  unable  long  to  sustain  ordinances. 

Congregationalism  obtained  the  ascendency  in  the  town, 
and  now  after  some  twenty  years  of  struggle  for  a  perma- 
nent existence,  with  the  departure  of  Mr.  McClemihan  Pres- 
bylerianism  became  prostrated,  so  that  when,  some  thirty 
years  later,  a  Presbyterian  clergyman  preached  a  i:?abbath 
or  two  in  the  vicinity,  while  his  teachings  and  usages  in 
worship  were  hailed  with  great  delight  by  the  aged,  yet 
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FVk  Prwbytcrinn  element  had  become  nearly  extinct,  either ' 
f  by  removal  or  by  tonibnnity  to  other  usages,  or  by  lioth. 
I  We  have,  then,  the  early  decay  of  PresbyterianiBm  in 
mH^  nciglitwrhood  of  Casco  Bay,  and  it  never  revived. 
I  Midnight  violence  wa.s  not  probably  employed  towards 
l.lhiE  people,  06  it  was  afaont  this  date  tn  the  church  in 
^'oroeetrr,  yet,  from  the  "Journal  of  the  Rev,  Thomna 
'mitfa,  of  Fiilmouth."  and  other  eources,  we  find  that  thrv 
t  Uentixl  in  an  unkind  manner,  an  account  of  their 
gtKws  of  church  government  and  Christian  worship. 

Tiie  frtti;mentary  and  opiiosinp  condition  of  '■the  op- 
Bcd  Irish  brethren'''  ana  their  ministry  at  this  time, 
n  17M  till  1740,  and  later  in  New  England,  was  humil- 
Bling  mid  Iryini^  to  those  who  were  truly  pious.  They 
duo  ro<nucli>)i)  with  the  Presbyteries  and, 'l^ynods  which 
id  Uncc  the  commencement  ot  that  centurv  sprunfi  up 
B  tbo  Mntml  colonies,  and  they  had  no  ^vnoii  with  whicli 
f  were  identified  nearer  than  Jreland  to  which  they 
i  KO  by  revie«^  or  ajipeid.  Consequently,  order  and 
V  iu  Ihuir  churches  suffered  extensively.  Sevcrjl 
iWcre.  bv  reference,  from  time  to  time  carried  to  tiio 
J  Ulster.  After  Moorehead  ami  Harvey  were  (in 
Hpvnded  and  Mc(tref;ore's  ordination  was  ignored, 
ird,  LeMorcier,  Thomson,  Wilson,  McClenahan 
.  .wton  (their  cnnprestations  where  they  were  settled 
i,  and  thoac  adherinf<  to  them  in  the  varied  vacau- 
J  iuid  si'ltlementsj  constituted  and  perpetuated  the 
k  l"lttbyl«ry  of  Londonderry. 

Notwithstanding  t!ic  destruction  of  their  house  of  wor- 

■"i,lhe  I'reBhyleriaus  in  Worcester  continued  for  some 

8  lo  Bunoort  their  jiastor,  the  Rev.  William  Johnston. 

Hdnte  of  nis  onliiialmn  dues  not  appear.     It  took  placo 

B  Worcester  belwien  IT-i!)  and  1736,  for  in  173G  bis  con- 

I  V^ilion  appealed  "to  the  justice  of  their  fellow-townNnen 

[  ■»  rdief  from  ' '  the  parish-tax  for  the  support  of  the  Con- 

ioiuiliHt   minister,  and  while,  instead  of  receiving 

f  were  answered  with  "subtdty  and  illiberal- 

s  (Uso  told  that  '"his  ordination  was  disor- 

IIow  lonu  he  labored  there  is  not 

..lot  fais  ii«H>|'b',  doiihtlcss,  becnnie  weary  of  sup- 

J  both  tlicir  own  jiastor  and   the  p.insh  minister, 

I,cnrii)S  ly  their  discouruy^meut  and  ^'cnural  diapur- 
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sion,  he  had  finally  to  leave  them.  Their  church  organi- 
zation as  Presbyterians  ceased  within  twenty-five  years 
of  their  first  settlement  in  the  town. 

If  toleration  t-o  erect  their  house  of  worship  had  been 
allowed  to  them,  they  would  probably,  in  a  few  years, 
have  become  "  the  church  of  the  parish,"  instead  of  beiug 
the  occupants  of  the  "  old  garrison- house."  Their  case 
solves  a  problem  on  which  much  speculation  has  existed, 
that  is,  tne  harmonious  co-habitation  of  Presbyteriaoism 
and  Congregationalism. 

Many  persons  imagine  that  they  are  similar,  or,  as  they 
say,  "  there  is  between  them  only  a  little  difl'erence,  only 
a  little  about  church  government — and  they  are  so  nearly 
identical  as  mutually  to  support  each  other,"  while  in 
reality  they  are  irreconcilably  antagonistical.  "  Obey  them 
that  have  the  rule  over  you  and  submit  yourselves,  for 
they  watch  for  your  souls,  as  tliey  that  must  give  an  a> 
count " — first  to  the  Presbytery,  and  finally  to  "  the  chief 
Shepherd,"  is  essentially  and  totally  different  from,  "  Go 
to,  let  us,"  <«■,  that,  "all  church  power  resides  in  tlie 
church,  and  not  in  church  officers ;  and  resides  in  eaeh 
particular  church  directly  and  originally,  by  virtue  of  the 
express  or  implied  compact  of  its  members."  So  it  was 
then  in  New  England  between  these  two  forms  of  chiuch 
government.    So  it  is  now,  and  ever  must  be. 

They  are  distinct  species,  radically  different  and  essen- 
tially opposed  to  each  other.  Consequently,  so  lona  as 
any  congregations  were  kept  purely  Presbyterian,  tney 
prospered  as  such,  and  just  so  soon  as  this  form  of  regimen 
was  abated  or  ignored,  Congregationalism  controlled  the 
parish. 

We  have  in  Milford,  New  Haven  county,  one  of  those 
churches,  which  came  to  Presbyterianism.  The  Rev. 
Saniuel  Whittlesey  was  settled  here  in  December,  1737, 
and  "  regarded  as  unsound  in  doctrine  "  by  a  consideraUls 
minority  of  the  people,  who  professed  themselves  to  be 
Presbyterians  according  to  the  Church  of  Scotland,  they 
left  the  State  religion,  and  the  Presbytery  of  New  Bruns- 
wick took  them  under  ita  care.  The  Rev.  Samuel  Find- 
ley,  afterwards  President  of  tlie  College  of  New  Jersey, 
WHS  sent  to  preach  to  them.  But  the  congregation  hatt 
not  obtained  recognition,  either  by  the  civil  or  ecclesiasU- 
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I  ftnthorities  as  a  relifjioua  society ;  and  for  the  offence 

reaching  to  them,  the  Doctor  was  indicted,  arrested 
sentciiCL-d  to  be  transported,  as  a  vagrant  and  a  dia- 
torber  of  the  public  peace,  out  of  the  colony. 

In  1747  Mr  Job  Prudden  was  by  the  same  Presbytery 
Mdained  and  installed  their  pastor.  The  people,  however, 
owtinaed  to  be  taxed  for  the  support  of  the  pariah  minis- 
*""  The  State,  while  it  then  exempted  from  such  taxa- 
certain  religious  societies,  duly  authorized  to  have 
vonhip  in  their  own  way,  refused  to  exempt  seceding 
.ODOgrpeationnlists  and  Presbyterians.  In  1750  t!iey  were 
nhuGa  from  their  burden ;  ten  years  later  they  obtained 
■0 inoorjMiratioEi  from  the  Legislature  as  tlie  second  eccle- 
tiutical  society  iu  Milford,  and  their  connection  with 
habj-t^ry  ceaae<I.  CTrumbull,  Hist.  Conu.,  vol.  2,  pp.  325- 
88.)  Pniddfn  was  a  laborious,  prudent  and  i'aitnful  pas- 
te, lound  in  doctrine  and  experimentid  in  his  preachmg. 
Hia  talents,  meekn^s  and  piety,  gave  universal  satiafao- 
*iOD  to  his  people.  He  died  June  24th,  1774.  (B.)  Caaes 
(fnieh  expediency  are  relatively  numerous, 

Kot  only  Porpooduc  and  Worcester  but  also  Cheater  in 
WKunpshire  now  began  to  manifest  the  truth  of  this 
fvitmi.  This  town,  contiguous  to  Londonderry,  waa 
■Wed  Bret  by  Presbyterians,  and  from  1730  till  1734  they 
■d  Uic  services  of  the  Rev.  Moses  Hale  in  the  Congrega- 
iMiud  w«y,  as  the  parisli  minister,  some  of  the  lownsmen 
■ho  ome  to  it  from  time  to  lime  being  of  that  order. 
-  In  17M,  however,  the  Presbyterians  finding  themselves 
•He  tu  support  bira,  had  the  Hev.  John  Wilson*  settled 
■inlbem,  "after  the  rules  of  the  Church  of  Scotland," 

tn  1736,  after  resisting,  us  far  as  practicable,  the  settle- 
*il  of  the  Kev.  Ebenezer  Flagg,  as  a  Congregationalist 
■hditw  there,  the  Presbyterians  were  compelled  by  law 
bnppnrt  him  also.  Many  of  them  refused  to  pay  the 
[ttfcr  hlR  support.  For  this  two  of  them,  James  Camp- 
Mi  and  Thomaa  Tolford,  were  put  in  jtul  at  Exeter,  by 

*Hk  &llicr,  the  RtT.  Jahn  Wllwn,  caiue  from  IreUnil,  and  wai>  re- 
aM  brlbi!  SiKod  uf  Philuiklphia  in  1729.  "On  Januarv  ^tli,  IT30, 
'ttftrAfUrr  •>!  NevrcaMlt  rtteived  a  leller  from  Amiogfi  Prenbyler.v 
Wning  liliu.  and  tlipy  renolved  not  lo  employ  him.  He  removed 
^  jlw-  hi  Boriun,  anil  '(Jieil  tliere  oa  January  6lli,  Vi'i'i,  aged  lixty- 
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the  town  collector.  They  afterwards  obtained  a  decisian 
in  law  in  their  favor  and  were  released.  Takin;;  oucour- 
agement  from  this,  the  Presbyterians,  in  ITSJ^,  erected  a 
meeting-house,  and  persevering  in  sustaininjE  the  pcBtor 
and  worship  of  their  choiee,  they,  by  importuning  tho 
Legislature,  were,  in  1T40,  allowed  corponite  powers,  and 
after  this  date  separate  conftregatione  (one  of  each  order) 
were  maintained  in  Chester  for  many  years.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Wilson  preached  in  this  town  for  forty-five  yeaiE. 
(N.  H.  Gaz.)  This  case  also  fairly  illiistratc.i  the  irrecon- 
cilable nature  of  these  two  systems  of  church  government, 
and  t)iin){s  which  differ  should  always  be  distinguished. 

In  dodriite,  at  this  dat«,  Presbyterian  ism  and  New  Eng- 
land Congregationahsm  difi'ered  very  little,  as  the  latter 
wae,  as  yet,  Calvinistic  in  her  theology.  The  Now  Eng- 
land Primer  was  the  basis  of  instruction  in  the  pulpits,  in 
the  family  and  in  the  daily  schools.  Witness  PrinceTs 
Thursday  lectures  on  the  Shorter  Ctitechism,  in  the  Old 
South  Church  in  Boston,  for  several  years. 

in  warship  the  difference  became  increasingly  greater 
with  time.  The  Presbyterians,  now  expatriated  from  their 
native  homes,  had  for  above  two  generations  cht-rished 
with  sacred  afi'ection  the  songs  of  Zion,  and  sang  in  their 
families  and  churches  only  the  book  of  Ptmlms,  in  the 
vereion  appointed  (to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  poetrv) 
by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Church  ofSeotland.  to  l>e 
sung  by  her  congregations.  Tliis  version  had  been,  after 
careful  examination  by  her  Presbyteries,  adopted  and  ex- 
clusively authorized  by  the  Kirk  on  May  1st,  16-50. 

In  later  times,  by  ignorance,  prejudice  and  bigotry,  it 
has  been  called  "  Rouse,"  because  many  of  the  p.salina 
were,  after  revision,  adopted  from  liis  metrical  translHtion 
of  a  part  of  the  Psalter.  Wiiile  the  Pilgrims  had  hrouf^it 
with  tiiem  to  Plymouth  Rock,  in  1620,  Ainsworth's  ws^ 
sion  ;  and  the  Puritans  iiad,  with  their  Episcopal  servio^ 
brought  the  version  of  Hopkins  and  Stt-nihoid  to8ha»* 
mulin  1030,  when  tliese  ]ast  turneil  a  somersault;  in  IfiSff 
the  Rev.  Messrs.  Mather,  Eliot  and  Weld  were  appointetl 
to  make  a  new  version,  which  they  completed  in  ioUt 
years.  To  print  this,  the  first  press  was  brought  to  llio  ■ 
colony. 

AHir  the  Freeman's  oath  and  an  almanac,  their  veniioft 


of  the  Psnlms  wns  published  in  1640,  and  wac  the  first 
hook  printed  in  tliiw  part  of  North  America,  boolts  having 
bwn previously  ]irintL'd  in  Mexico.     (Thom.iB.) 

This  version  whb  callt-d  '"the  Bay  State  Paalm-Book." 
It  passed  through  at  least  eighty-six  editions  before  it 
»«,  in  tho  next  century,  supplitnted  by  "  the  Paalnia  of 
Dsrid,  iniitnted  in  the  hinguaye  of  the  New  Testament  by 
imc  Watts,  I).  D."  The  matter  which  men  employ  in 
ruse  W»  Ood  often,  or  usually,  forms  a  correct  index  of 
mnr  tdiuaintance  with  "the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,"  and 
ef their  linn^  under  "the  power  of  an  endlean  life,"  o^ 
Btherwise.  Hence,  tersely  said  fttatthew  Henry,  "  con- 
*«ning  grace  makes  men  very  fond  of  the  Psalms  of 
B»Tid."  The  Puritans  in"the  course  of  a  century  added 
ftAia  Vision  of  the  l*salm3  several  pieces  from  the  other 
"iptores,  suflceptible  of  a  poetical  rendering,  and  when 
»M  reprinted  in  Scotland  these  poems  were  bound  up 
Ihthe  Bible  and  with  the  Psalms.  The  title-page  might 
k  the  nervous  system  of  the  devotees  of  modem  "  cul- 
^^  ,"  and  runs  thus,  as  1  have  copied  it  from  a  Bible 
prtated  in  1755 :  "  The  psalms,  hymns  and  spiritual  songs 
■TlheOId  and  New  Testament,  faithfully  translated  into 
En^Uh  metre,  for  the  use,  edification  and  comfort  of  the 
^t»,  in  public  and  in  private,  specially  in  New  Eng- 
mL  2  Tim.  iii.  16, 17 ;  Col.  iii.  16 ;  Eph.  v.  18, 19 ;  Jas. 
'■l4  The  twentieth  edition,  Kdinburgh,  printed  by 
Atom  Wntkins,  His  Miijistys  Printer,  1754."  If  out 
Midon  sentimental  New  EiiL'laiid  hyranologists,  per- 
■■Wd  with  "culture,"  will  cundescend  to  read  thia  Utle, 
'  hr  Ihoy  might  in  future  swear  by  Darwin. 

A  aopy  of  the  second  edition  is  preserved  in  the  library 

•'**"~wd  College.     But  two  cojnes  of  the  first  edition  are 

Bbe  in  existence,  and  of  it  eighty-six  or  more  edi- 

|k  published.     Destitute  as  it  would  now  be  con- 

TuegBnce,  it  formed  the  matter  of  praise  to  the 

egationalist')  in  New  England  for  generations, 

I  immortal  Jonathan  Edwards  said  in  173.5 : 

■  tbim  served  in  our  psalmody."    But  the  mental 

pElbcidcnt  to,  or  inherent  in  Congregationalism, 

flijod  man  deplored  in  1737,  induced  the  minis- 
lUry,  Mas,*.,  to  agit:ite  the  setting  aside  of  this 
ind  the  introduction  of  that  of  "  Tate  and  Brady," 
ll  bad  been  first  published  in  London  in  1(>98. 
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The  question  of  the  identity  of  these  two  species  of 
church  government  in  disciptme  wns  thiit  on  which,  in 
1736,  the  Presbytery  of  Londonderry  w:i8  ruinously  di- 
vided— the  tine  part  recognizing  the  action  of  a  council  na 
right  in  suspending  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hillhouse  from  the  minis- 
try and  compelling  him  to  leave  his  pastoral  charge,  the 
other  considering  it  "  a  Jesuitical "  transaction. 

To  "  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,"  to  the  "  offering  "  of  a 
"  pure  "  worship  to  Jehovah,  to  the  purity  and  increase  of 
the  church  of  Christ,  it  would,  imrfer  the  influences  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  through  "  the  word,"  prove  an  inestimable 
blessing  if  these  radical  landmarks  were  understandiugly 
observed  throughout  Christendom. 

Men  would  then  walk  tosetiier  only  so  far  as  they  were 
agreed,  and  our  modern  Joiib  and  Amasa  charity,  "Art 
thou  in  health,  my  brother?"  and  then  Btab"him  under 
the  6fth  rib,"  would,  like  Adam,  run  and  hide.  The  ten- 
dency now  is  in  an  opposite  direction. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


OW-Utt— A  iJirlfljr  brnriPh— Praeticil  GodlineM— Irregiilariiiw— 
Siivkinal  Rwunl*  bliml — An  increase — Blaiirtford  larjjdy  Irish — Be- 
Ufliiui  Viri^^iluiliw—WIiileiielii— Tennant — Davenport — An   Earth- 

t Hike  in  IT-.T— Aliirm  wore  ofl*— Noveltv  ftiid  Elmjiienoe  of  Wliile- 
ili)-''Ai<|>!ai>acU  hv  ah<m  oiie-lirili  of  tile  Clej^ymen  of  New  Eng- 
l«t»l"-Wuri.lroii9  'work— An  unfnutful  tuinisiry  —  Aniuwd— 
Pmsfilcil — liflnanls  ut  Enfiplrl — "Sliy  of  it "~ Communion  four 
4b«  Mvh  Tear  in  Moorehencl'a  I'Imreh — Wliilefield  nasiirteiJ  him 
Wt— *  Kotaliun  " — Htoml  alotif— Irrtuulnrjlies — Declension — Relig- 
W.  that  il  betame  llitti^Di«(-i|iliin'  neglected — A  (lend  letter — 
OiwcliH  nf  New  Englmiil  ljf.-lc]n:  ■■tlie  owukeiiinE"— Vilnliiinp  in- 
Wiaicwof  &i«ard>.— "On  ll.eirlees"— A  dull  ronline— Sceiitical— 
"IWChurchoflhe  Parihh"— Trances  and  re  vtl  at  Tons— The  Scrip- 
toBiiUw)  leltci^-Scrwming — FaintiiiUH— l.onverKion— P«alm.H  wl 
rtt  bjp  IhiTfnjiort— Men  lesH  cnrel'iil — "!5t]  mm  tints" — Benjamin 
Kuklin— Tumelt'a  (linlui;ii«— Dr.  Uileiiian— Cutdwell— Li-iiera  la 
falknd — Aniinomianbni — Atlestatioiia  to  ihc  revival— I  laivurd 
tMlim  fniTirwun'  of,  agalimt  il — Relmclionn^Preiibyleiy  prospered 
■  Meclowiis — Churclitn  funned — Tlie  Pret«  not  employed  Uy  Prea- 
IjWua^  eiceplby  LieMen:iei^"ThG  vrraih  urman. 

Seen  was  then  the  condition  of  the  Presbyterian  churchea 
•'il'Martically  in  New  England  at  the  md  of  tJje  first 
?iiAri.Tof  a  century  after  the  emigration  of  1718. 

■  ontinued  separated  from  Congregationalisra,  and 
nig  majority  of  their  Preshy  tery  had  ( by  an  abuse 

■  iiy)  suBijended  the  others  from  their  ministry. 
i,  however,  their  people  remained  attached,  and  in 

ir?  a  more  thrifty  hranch  spranj/  up  in  the  form 

■  -itytcry.  With  tlie  exception  of  the  Ktv.  Mr. 
r.|,  who  was  siisprctHi  of  "new  light,"  the  minis- 

■  ir  to  hnve  all  been  doclrinally  sound  according  to 
uninster  ISuuidardp.  In  pnietieal  godliness  tliey 
I  KTally  pre-eminent.  In  their  attendance  on  the 
1  linice,  in  private  and  in  public,  the  peo]>le  were 

h^nual  and  exemplary,  as  we  see  abundantly  shewn 
<tBnii£  this  period  by  the  history  of  the  church  in  London- 


06  niSTORY   OF    PRESBYTERIANISM 

derry,  N.  H.  It  must  not,  however,  te  concealed  that  not 
1  few  of  them  nianifchted  irreguHrities  of  a  criminal 
ch  incter  in  ■\outh  ^ncl  brout,ht  upon  themeelves  the 
discredit  of  distijiliiie  by  their  se'<''ions— as  well  as  a  sense 
of  cnmmihtj  and  shime,  which  memory  preserves  and 
time  cannot  obhtentt 

In  lu  !  iiicli  it  1  ast  BO  numerous  were  the  records  of 
m  I       1  thit  the  minutes  of  the  session,  even 

^  I  I  tuned  were  by  an  Unitarian  pastor 

i  1  Jerona  of  Prague)  with  "  a  warm  re- 

c  1  I  Iture  '  of  the  nineteenth  century  dc- 

111  md    1  tl  1 

Beside  thuse  ansmg  to  them  annutUj  from  their  own 
\Outh  each  jear  brought  to  their  churches  from  their  na- 
me lands  an  increase  oi  mimbershii  In  1741  the  Rev. 
\V  ilham  McClenahan  left  the  Province  ot  Maine  and  came 
to  Blandford,  Mass.,  previously  called  New  Glasgow,  where 
Jie  was  afterward  settled.  A  church  had  been  organized 
there  in  1735  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Prince,  afterwards  pas- 
tor pf  the  Old  South  Churcli,  Boston.  But  tlie  people 
were  nearly  all  Irish,  and  after  the  incorporation  of  the 
town  on  April  KJth,  1741,  they  determined  to  have  a 
Presbyterian  minister. 

Having  thus  seen  the  condition  of  these  "  oppressed 
Irish  brethren  "  during  tho  last  few  years  of  the  first  quar^ 
ter  of  a  century  of  their  residenco  in  New  England,  we 
now  turn  to  some  of  the  rehgious  vicissitudes  through 
which  they  passed,  induced  by  their  surroundings. 

The  country  in  the  southern  and  central  colonies  had 
been  visited,  and  in  parts  revisited  by  the  renowned  UTiite- 
field,  and  he  reached  Boston  in  September,  1740.  He  was 
assisted  in  his  itinerant  and  revival  labors  by  the  Rct. 
Gilbert  Tennant,*  and  soon  both  were  followed  by  the  Rev. 
James  Davenport,  of  Southfield,  Ijong  Island. 

On  Oclober  2yth,  1727,  New  England  had  been  visited 
by  Jin  earthquake  so  powerful  in  its  nature  as  to  exten- 
Bivcly  alarm,  and  in  connection  with  the  means  of  grac^ 
bring  not  a  few  of  the  people  to  a  more  solemn  persouu 

•  "  Us  WSH  ordaineil  in  1727,  ami  in  siipixised  lo  liove  heen  llie  fir^ 
fnniiiiliile  lictiiwU  in  ili^  Pnvbyierinii  Chtiri'h  in  Aiuerica  who  wu 
cduuLled  within  its  liniiu."     {Lirg  College,  p.  43.) 
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inquiry  In  relation  to  their  spiritual  welfare..  In  tlie 
tmatw  of  ten  or  twelve  vears  tliese  impressions  were  by 
Ihat  gi-niTation  measuraBly  forgotten,  and  probably  were 
loir  almost  lost.  In  sucli  days  of  declension  the  atten- 
tiin  i)f  many  wiis  arrcBted  by  tlie  appearance  of  Whitefield. 
Tlif  novelty  of  bis  manner  and  his  powerful  eloquence  at- 
tftiflMi  Inrge  audiencee,  and  as  he  visited  the  prominent 
'iwriw  and  villages  in  the  coionies,  his  influence  became 
*»ry  extensive.  He  had  not  yet  (in  1740)  separated  from 
H'wlpy  {which  he  did  in  tlie  nest  year), 

It  has  been  cstiniatcd  that  probably  by  about  one-fifth 
of  ihe  clergymen  of  New  England  he  was  welcomed  and 
MpjnUuded. 

The  docirine  nf  the  Congregationalist  churches  was  at 
U»»  dat«  still  generally  Calvinistie,  conssequentiy  Rev. 
3Ii»rfl,  ThomuB  Prince,  John  Webb  and  William  Cooper, 
of  Boston,  who  were  the  warm  advocates  of  the  revival,  not 
lonlyileseribed  it  on  January  12th,  1742,  as  "the  wondrous 
Weak  of  Goil  making  its  triumiibant  profrress  through  the 
farid,"  but  they  also  declared  tnat  "  in  vain  do  its  remain- 
ittg  enemies  attempt  lo  brand  it  as  eiitliusiasra."  They 
lh»n  state,  "  Wp  are  giad  that  our  brethren  from  Ireland 
kftne  with  us  on  the  Shorter  Catecliisni."  Yet  at  this 
Ijeriml,  while  iho  docirine  of  the  churches  was  extensively 
polTinistic,  the  union  of  Cnureh  and  Slate  was  operating 
^ik many  cases  to  produce  an  unfruitful  ministry,  if  not  a 
"to«  formality,  and  both  pastors  and  people  were  now, 
•*  kaat  partially,  aroused  to  inquiry. 

Ia  view  of  ihe  results  of  the  labors  of  Messrs.  Whitefield,  . 
Tijniiaiit  and  Davenport,  sonic  of  the  most  powerful  and 
^DCtificd  minds  in  the  land  (such  as  that  of  Jonathan 
BtWftrds)  were  prompted  to  greater  diligence  in  the  work 
^lAr  ministry.  Not  only  did  he  '"  cry  aloud  and  spare 
**"hi  his  own  charge  in  Northampton,  Mass.,  but  he  to 
■WW oxtcnt  itinerated. 

Ainung  the  many  places  which  he  visited  notic  was 
*««  highly  favored  by  tlie  blessing  of  heaven  upon  his 
«m»  tlian  Knfield,  Conn,,  where,  on  July  8th,  1741,  from 
"H  Wcirdf,  "  Their  feet  shall  sHde  in  due  time,"*  he  was 
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instrumental  in  awakening  hundreds  from  apiritual 
lethargy. ' 

Wiien  this  revival  of  1740-4  commenced  in  New  Eng- 
land, Mr.  Moorehead  was  "shy  of  it,"  but,  when  its  effects 
were  more  extensively  exhibited,  he,  with  the  Rev.  D.  Mc- 
Gregore  entered  zealously  into  the  measures  adopted  lor 
prospering  it. 

In  his  church,  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  supper  was 
usually  dispensed  four  times  in  the  year.    After  his  bus- 

Sension  in  1736,  he  was  generally  assisted  by  the  Rev. 
Ir.  McGregore.  When  the  Presbyterian  form  is  con- 
Bidered,  and  it  is  remembered,  tliat  the  services  were  con- 
tinued from  Thursday  forenoon  till  Monday  afternoon 
(with  the  exception  of  FridayJ,  it  will  be  seen  that  aid  ia 
the  pulpit  became  necessary.  He  availed  himself  of  the 
opportunity,  and  had  on  one  sacramentil  season,  the  as- 
sistance of  the  Rev.  George  Whitefield,  His  raeeting-hoUBO 
then  was  tlie  old  "  barn,"  which  John  Little  had  "  con- 
verttid  into  a  house  of  worshiji,"  and  to  which  building 
the  congregation  had  before  this  date — between  1T35  and 
1741 — "added  two  wings."  In  "this  rude  and  lowly  edi- 
fice," (Mem.  Fedl.  St.  Ch.,5  at  this  date,  1740-1,  even  his 
own  growing;  congri^tion  could  with  difficulty  bo  accoin- 
modatefl.  "  On  this  occasion  the  house  could  not  contain 
the  audience,  and  the  doors  and  windows  wore  filled 
■with  the  spectators,"  especially  on  the  Sabbath,  when 
"  each  minister  served  a  table  in  rotation." 

It  was  now  a  little  unusual  to  see  the  position  of  Moore- 
head and  McGregore.  They  had,  in  1736,  been  suspended 
by  the  Prc'sbytery.  This  liad  the  effect  (according  to  Le- 
Mcrcicr)  of  preventing  any  of  the  Congregational ist  min- 
isters for  years  from  preaching  in  exchange  with  Moore- 
head, if  they  ever  had  done  so,  yet,  now  the  tnajori^ 
of  the  ministers  of  the  town  received  him  as  a  fellow- 
worker  in  the  revival— while  from  it,  from  year  to  year, 
tlie  whole  remanent  members  of  the  original  Presbytwy 
stood  aloof.     In  this  respect,  as  Presbyterians,  taking  part 

havu  BUT  man  prpach  such  e.  «ernian  fnini  t]iii[  leil  lo-dny."  It  woe  sn 
Old  Testament  text,  and  the;  are  in  the  last  ijimrlcr  iif  "  ihe  nitieteeiiUi 
century."  A  Bermon  from  thai  text  muni  be  "  liurlc  and  JovrUli  SDit 
cloudy."  Tho  timeg  are  changed,  and  such  men  are  changed  with  tbem, 
while  trath  is  unchangesble. 
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irith  the  others  who  asstKiateti  with  Mr,  \Vhiteiie]3,MDore- 
liCAtl  and  McGrpgore  were  alone.     Tlii?ir  previous  unhajijiy 
sctiou  in  EUgpeiiding  Moorehead  and  Hurvey  and  ignoring; 
the  ordination  of  McGri!goro  would  doufitless  prompt  I-t- 
Mercier,  Davidaon,  Ruthoribrd,  Wilson,  McCIenahan,  Dun- 
p.  and  Johnston  to  avoid  such  associations,  or  ministtTs, 
f  would  join  in  fellowship  with  them. 
Bfflide  this,  however,  other  influences  were  in  operation, 
A«  will  be  aubaequenUy  se^,  many  irregularities  and  ex- 
es subvcrMve  of  decency  and  order,  judging  from  a 
ibyterian  standpoint,  attended  the  "awakening." 
Some  of  them,  as   LeMercier,  Wilson,  and  Davidson, 
^  It  fear  the  disturbance  of  their  parochial  peace,  and 
■rarfine  the  inliuences  of  excitement  on  the  growth  in 
ipiritual  knowledge  and  mental  stability  of  their  pastoral 
tm^Gs,  stand  aloof  from  it«  supporters.     From  whatever 
Mmfe,  they  pave  the  "  awakening '  no  encouragement.    By 
olheTB,  it  was  hailed  with  joy. 

"Deep  declension  was  now  pervading  many  of  the  New 
Svliind  Congregational  churclies." 

'The  Puritanism  of  Shcpard,  Cotton,  Norton,  Mitchell, 
Sooker,  and  Stone  was  now,  under  an  increasing  worldly 
ptteperity.  diminishing  in  spirituality.  Godliness  was 
*»anifi*tly  declining.  Reliffion  became  more  of  an  outward 
pnleKioti  and  less  the  reality  of  "  newness  of  life."  Be- 
**wn  Iho  church  and  tiie  world,  tlie  difference  was  fast 
diminishing.  The  eldership  were  more  lightly  esteemed. 
Thar  office,  work  and  "facea  were  not  honored"  as  in 
tines  pMt. 

OiDTch  discipline  was  increasingly  neglected.  Immorali- 
w«new  npace. 

"Theptcachin^  became  less  discriminating  and  pmi- 
W.  The  doctrines  of  the  ancient  faith,  long  neglected. 
■ilBduced  in  the  minds  of  the  people  to  a  dead  letter, 
•"I  flut  glidin|;  away  from  the  pojiular  creed,  and  were 
•  lltB  ev<!  of  being  displaced  for  another  system. 

'IStlch  was  the  condition  of  a  lai^e  portion  of  the  churches 
''Kw  Kngland  when  the  great  awakening  broke  upon 
ftw  in  it«  power."  ISteanu.}  Under  the  faithful  preuch- 
"fof  the  Uev.  Jonathan  Edwards,  at  Northampton,  the 
"""■■nta  both  of  works  and  of  grace  were  exhibited  to 
in  their  connections  and  dependencies.    The  Holy 
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Spirit  owned  hia  own  truth,  and  in  the  salvation  of  num- 
bers honored  his  own  word. 

Edwards  was  settled  in  that  town  in  February,  1727,  and 
his  vitalizing  instructions  had  under  the  Divine  blessing 
pervaded  his  people  extensively  before  Whitefield  visited 
these  eastern  colonies.  "Under  the  preaching  of  White- 
field  and  Tennant  the  impulse  spread  rapidly,  even  to  the 
remote  villages  and  rural  districts,  as  well  aa  to  the  larger 
and  commercial  towns.  Says  ,the  Rev,  Jona.  F.  Stearns, 
whom  I  freely  quote  (Hisl.,  Dis.,  p.  8j:  "Cliurchea 
which  had  long  '  settled  upon  their  lees ' "  now  began  to  feel 
within  them  a  strong  fermentation.  Old  respectability, 
proud  of  its  decent  forms,  began  to  find  the  sce'ptre  of  jte 
influence  loosening  in  ita  grasp,  and  the  legitimacy  of 
its  long  dominion  boldly  questioned,  by  a  people,  profess- 
ing to  have  been  just  now  turned  from  "darkness  into 
marvellous  light."  The  effei-'t  of  tliiB  new  impulse  fell,  aa 
might  have  been  expected,  most  heavily  upon  the  paators 
of  the  churches. 

Secure  of  their  support,  by  the  aid  of  the  civil  law 
pledging  fill  the  real  and  personal  estate,  within  certain 
geographical  liraite,  for  the  fulfilment  of  their  pecuniary 
contracts  (destitute  of  the  supervision  of  scriptural  Pres- 
bytery, and  of  all  courts  of  reference,  appeal,  or  review), 
and  ministering  to  a  people  not  desirous  of  great  pastoral 
fidelity,  to  the  disturbance  of  their  slumbering  consciences, 
a  large  part  of  them  had  settled  down  into  a  dull  routine 
of  Sabbath  day  performances,  and  were  spending  theil 
week-day  hours,  when  not  employed  in  the  preparation 
of  their  hasty  discourses,  in  the  improvement  of  their 
parsonage  lands,  the  indulgence  of  their  literary  tastes, 
or  in  friendly  correspondence  and  in  social  intercourse 
with  each  other,  and  with  those  distinguished  men  in  civil 
life,  who  courted  their  society  and  respected  their  respec- 
tability, or  sought  to  avail  themselves  for  their  own  pur- 
poses of  their  unbounded  influence. 

Many  of  the  ministers  of  that  day,  it  is  supposed,  were 
men  who  had  never  experienced  in  their  own  hearts  the 
power  of  "  the  faith  "  which  they  professed  to  teach. 

Not  a  few  had  become  very  sceptical  in  regard  to  the 
inspiration  of  the  Holy  Scriptures ;  and  one  evfl  of  the  law 
■was,  that  by  a  majority  vote  a  Calvinistic  minority  were 
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«ona{)ell(Hl  to  support  an  Arminian  or  Pelagian  teacher,  nr 
if  Uioy  built  an  house  for  themselves  on  the  volinitiiry 
srinciple,  they  were  still  taxed  to  snjmort  "  the  church  of 
VK  }>ariah."  Thus,  in  Keosoiis  of  declension,  the  law  he- 
eaffl«  an  instrument  of  oppression  to  the  followers  of  tlie 
?urit«n  doctrines. 

Aa  we  have  seen,  about  one-tifth  of  the  ministry  hailed 
111*  arrival  of  Whilefiold  and  Tennant ;  but  of  the  others, 
a  least  not  a  few,  opposed  the  "awakening." 

In  their  visits  to  the  leading  towns  and  villages  of  New 
England,  they  were  followed  by  the  Rev.  James  Daven- 
jwit  Of  him  the  Rev.  Mr,  \V — n,  of  Farmington,  Connect- 
icut, in  which  colony  be  labored  much,  says:  "Laying 
gaai  stress  on  trances,  visions,  revelations  and  impulses, 
fpwkiag  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  as  a  dead  letter,  and  that 
it  ffu  not  worth  while  for  the  unconverted  to  consult 
thm ;  encouraging  negroes  and  the  most  ignorant  of  the 
WOi>le  to  become  cxhorters,  even  in  cnnsideruble  assem- 
B]itii,and  women  to  become  teachers.  Laying  such  weight 
4B  tlieir  agonies,  screaming  out,  convulsions,  faintings, 
•ky  trtc,  whereby  the  worship  ot  God  is  disturbed,  and, 
milanLy,  when  they  came  out  of  them,  with  some  seem- 
tnjoy,  declaring  their  converHion."  As  Mr.  Davenport 
Mllgbt  by  the  "Holy  Scriptures  as  a  dead  letter,  and  tliat 
»M8  not  worth  while  for  the  unconverted  to  consult 
wBn,"  BO  he  carried  out  his  measures  by  introducing 
nittian  poetry  to  excite  api'iiiiiriatc  feelings,  rejecting  the 
Vm  of  Zion,  "  written  iKit  "itli  ink  only,  but  with  and 
WUte  Spirit  of  the  living  timl."  Hence,  continues  Mr. 
V— a, "  tliruBting  out,  and  bringing  in  a  reproach  upon 
HtNcred  i)8alniody,by  hringing  hymns  into  the  worship 
"Cod  of  a  Riero  hitmim  composure," 

Cjttill  this  period  the  Psalms  alone* were  the  matter  of 
pUB  used  in  the  public  formal  worship  of  God,  hut  now 
{{*witolion  of  llic  churches  made  men  less  ciu'eful  about 
l"»  Divine  landmarks.  Copies  of  the  imitations  of  the 
lW«f  the  realms,  which  the  Rev.  Dr.  Watts  had  finished 
will.  ni'S,  were  from  time  to  time  imported  and  used 
i»fe  lie  grai>' of  better  rhythm  and  beauties  of  Gmoother 
pjtiylwhilu  he  did  not  pretend  that  they  were  a  (raiw- 
fS%  vtrnun,  or  copy  of  the  snertd  original,  hut  only  nn 
I  WMb%,  the  Psalms  of  David  imitated'  in  the  language 
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of  the  \ew  Testament"),  yet,  as  this  author  was  an  avowed 
defender  and  ji  hioasted  ornament  of  independency,  if  not 
of  Congregational  ism,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mather  said,  in  ad- 
dressing him,  "  Is  this  an  angel,  or  a  Watts  that  sings  ?  " 

It  is  probable  that,  having  drunk  6o  long  the  old  wine 
of  the  pure  word,  the  New  England  churches  would  not 
yet,  for  years,  have  said,  the  new  wine  of  the  139  imita- 
tions is  better,  but  they  were  probably  extensively  used 
by  Mr.  Whitefield,  and  they  suited  the  views  and  aims  of 
Mr.  Davenport  and  the  other  "separatists." 

Consequently  a  demand  was  created  for  them,  and  in 
1741,  a  Mr.  Edwards  published  at  Dock  Square  in  Boston, 
of  them  the  first  American  edition.  His  "  three  books  of 
hymns  "  were  not  scriptural  enough  to  warrant  the  pub- 
lication of  them  in  New  England  as  yet,  but  Benjamia 
Franklin,  who  thought  it  as  well  for  his  father  to  "  bless 
the  whole  barrel "  of  meat  "  at  once,"  keenly  saw  how  the 
tide  was  flowing,  and  that  a  market  for  them  was  spring- 
ing up  in  connection  with  the  religious  movements  of  the 
day.  Consequently  in  1741,  at  Philadelphia,  he  published 
of  them  the  first  American  edition. 

The  introduction  of  both  the  imitations  and  hia  hymns, 
especially  the  latter,  was  in  strong  opposition  to  the  Puri- 
tan feeling  of  the  period.  "  Hence, '  says  Tumell's  Dia- 
logue tpublished  in  1742),  p.  13,  "  we  are  much  obliged 
to  Watts  and  others.  What  I  am  against  is  every  preacher 
bringing  what  hymns  and  sonnets  he  pleases,  to  be  sung 
among  us.  I  have  reason  to  fear,  that  heresy  may  creep 
in  at  this  door." 

"A  few  years  ago,  when  some  worthy  ministers  ( probably 
the  Congregationalist  ones  of  Roxbury,  already  mentioned) 
moved  for  anothef  translation  of  the  Psalms,  there  was 
made  a  loud  cry  of  innovation ;  but  now,  it  seems,  the 
Psalvis  themselves  may  be  almost  wholly  laid  aside  in  private 
meetings  and  evening  lectures,  and  mere  human  compo- 
sures (and  some  of  them  low  enough,  too)  introduced 
without  much  opposition.  This  cannot  be  from  the  Spirit 
of  God,  who  will  ever  put  honor  on  the  word." 

The  same  feeling  was  expressed  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cole- 
man of  Boston. 

When  time  had  somewhat  enabled  him  to  see  the  fruita 
of  this  unscriptural  innovation,  he  wrote,  on  August  14th, 
1744,  to  the  Rev.  Solomon  Williams,  of  Lebanon,  thus : 
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"I  hrartily  wish  that  no  more  human  hymns  may  be 
Wiiuaht  into  the  public  worship  of  God.  No,  not  the 
wv  bcsl  in  tlie  woild,  even  those  of  Dr.  Watts  himself." 

We  thus  ace  the  hold  which  the  songs  of  Jehovah  had 
for  above  a  century  upon  the  Puritan  mind,  when  the 
»ul  recoiled  at  the  idea  of  placing  "  strange  fire  upon  the 
ailar  of  God  "  in  praise,  even  while  it  mii;ht  be  the  "  very 
btrt  mere  human  hymns  in  the  world."  "How  has  the 
nid  become  dim!  How  is  the  most  fine  gold  changed!" 
We  hn^-c  seen  that,  on  tlie  chiiracter  and  results  of  the 
"Mikeninp,"  the  Presbyterian  ministers  were  divided. 
The  Presbylcry  appear  to  have,  if  not  opjiosed  it,  at  least 
to  havo  tflken  no  positive  interest  in  it.  One  of  their 
DDinhrr,  who  appears  to  have  joined  them  since  the  sus- 
pnuion  of  Moorehpad  and  Harvey  (in  1736),  was  a  Mr. 
John  Cgldwell,  of  whom,  owing  to  the  loss  of  the  Records 
of  that  Presbytery,  we  know  but  little,  beside  the  fact,  that 
Itt  uolously  opposed  "  the  awakening  "  and  its  authors, 
oA  preached  Iwfore  the  Presbytery  in  the  Frencli  Church 
tnnnon  on  "the  marks  of  false  prophets."  Davenport 
Vwat  this  time  in  a  frenzy  of  zeal,  animating  and  increas- 
ios^tbosepurutine  brethren  and  sisters  in  Long  Island, 
OuBccticut  and  MaEsachusotts."  "He  was  borne  away 
bjrftttrange  enthusiasm  in  1740-41.  He  encouraged  out- 
Am,  by  which  religion  was  disgraced.  His  voice  he 
oW  to  the  liighest  pitch  and  gave  a  separate  tune  (tone) 
tindi  was  characteristic  of  the  separate  preachers.  In 
ntKftl  he  examined  ministers,  as  to  the  reality  of  their 
td^n,  and  warned  the  people  against  unconverted  min- 
*lm.  Davenport  having  denounced  the  Boston  minis- 
Iw  iras  presented  to  the  grand  jury  and  by  them  declared 
tohsiiisanc.  (W.)  In  1742  the  Assembly  of  Connecticut 
wtted  the  governor  to  transport  him  from  that  colony  to 
«tthliold.  Long  Island.  Ho  published  a  retraction  and 
wnftsiSon  in  1744  and  died  in  175.5." 

On  bis  departure  from  Boston,  in  1742,  Mrs.  Moorehead 
wot*  to  him  an  address  in  poetry,  "  by  way  of  dream." 
Hapamphlct  of  eight  pages  16mb.,  she  not  onlv  praises 
«f- Daren  port  and '"censures  Mr.  Caldwell,"  but  also 
'■diintLiKS  a,  sinner,"  saying : 
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In  the  meantime  Mr.  Caldwell  labored  zealously  to 
counteract  wliat  lie  believed  to  be  a  wide-apreading  and 
dangerous  enthuBiasni. 

In  1742  he  preached  and  published  in  Boston  a  sermon 
on  the  "  trial  of  tlie  present  spirit,"  a  second  on  "  the 
Scripture  character,  or  marks  of  false  teachers,"  and  a 
third  "  against  uncharitable  judging." 

In  these  views  and  labors  he  appears  to  have  been  sus- 
tained by  the  Presbytery.  In  June,  1742,  he  received  by 
the  recommendation  of  their  pastor,  the  Rev.  William 
Davidson,  from  the  congregation  of  Derry,  "  a  little  help, 
the  sum  of  eight  pounds."  (.Rec.  of  Sees.)  Letters  were 
written  to  Scotland  speaking  disparagingly  of  "the  awak- 
ening "  and  its  results.  Hence,  said  the  Rev.  Joshua  Gee, 
of  Boston,  to  the  Rev.  Nathaniel  Eells,  "  The  shameful 
misrepresentations  of  the  state  of  religion  among  us,  which 
have  been  given  by  Mr.  A.  M,  (probably  the  Rev.  Andrew 
LeMercier),  by  the  famous  Mr.  John  Caldwell  and  by  the 
Rev.  S.  Mather,  according  to  the  accounts  of  the  revival  io 
England,  which  come  to  us  from  Scotland,  seem  to  be' 
this:  that  since  Mr.  WTiitefleld's  coming,  antinomianism, 
familiaistical  errors,  enthusiasm,  gross  delusions  and  scan- 
dalous disorders  have  been  prevailing  in  the  churches." 
What  action  the  Presbytery  took,  or  what  deliverances  it 
gave  to  the  churches  under  its  care,  in  view  of  the  distrac- 
tions which  were  introduced  (from  the  loss  of  their  Re- 
cords), we  know  not,  only  we  see  that  Caldwell  labored 
at  least  occasionally  in  Londonderry,  but  Moorehead  and 
McGregor  (who  were  not  then  in  connection  with  any 
Presbytery)  joined  with  others  in  approving  the  entire 
movement.  Mr.  McGregor  preached  in  favor  of  the  awak- 
ening, and  printed  one  or  more  sermons  on  the  subject. 

On  July  7th,  1743,  a  meeting  of  ministers  called  for  the 
purpose  of  approving  the  labors  of  Whitefield,  Tennant 
and  Davenport,  was  held  in  Boston.  Moorehead  was 
present  and  joined  in  the  approval.  McGregor  could  not 
attend,  bat  afterwards  concurred  by  letter,  saying,  "  I  look 
upon  this  to  be  the  happy  effects  of  Divine  influences.  I- 
have  seen  but  little  growth  of  antinomianisra  but  what 
arises  from  justification  by  faith  alone,  and  of  enthusiasm  ' 
only  that  which  springs  from  the  witnessing  of  the  Spirit"   ' 

At  that  meeting,  or  subsequently  by  letter,  there  were 
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JKB  in  all  one  hQudred  and  eleven  attestations  to  the  re- 
iral:  one  from  Rhode  Island,  ei^ht  from  New  Hjimpshire, 
welw  from  Connecticut,  and  nuiety  in  Massachusetts — 
ltd  of  tJiese  only  two  were  given  by  Presbyterians,  by 
bole  two  named.  Only  seventy  pastors  were  present  at 
beidd  meeting  of  approval.  Of  these  thirty-eight  voted 
1  the  affirmative.  Scarcely  one-third  of  tlie  pastors  were 
Ksent,  and  "  the  awakening  "  was  favorably  "  attested  by 
n  than  one-fiilh  of  the  pastors  of  Massachusetts." 
^  The  last  imblished  "  testimony  against  WhiteBeld  and 
u*  conduct  was  by  the  professors  of  Harvard  College  on 
lecfinber  28th,  1744.    For  their  objections  they  gave  as 

'*\iL  The  man  himself  was  enthusiastic,  censorious,  un- 
thuitable,  and  a  deluder  of  the  people.  2dly.  As  an  ex- 
tmpore  and  itinerant  preacher,  as  opposed  to  study  and 
b  meditation."  They  conclude  "  by  suggesting  to  tha 
luton  and  luisociations  tliat  it  is  high  time  to  make  a 
tiul  BgainsL  these  niiscliiefs  coming  on  the  churches." 
Spwd  Ity  Edward  Holyoke,  President,  and  seven  Pro- 

T*      . 

Tuend  this  matter,  so  for  as  this  chapter  is  concerned, 
biitnoBch  to  state  that  in  1744  Mr,  Davenport  published 
nu  confimions  and  retractions.  They  seem  to  have  been 
'■wtMwd  t«  the  Uev,  Solomon  Williams,  of  Lebanon,  and 
■oe  bv  lif III  sent  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Prince,  of  Boston,  under 
■leaf  August  2d,     In  these  he  states: 

'ft*.  I  openly  exposed  in  prayer  or  otherwise  those 
MiiltltoiiH''t  ""converted.  Secundly.  I  advised  to  aep- 
,  ilinns  frttru  tln-m.  Thirdly,  I  was  led  astray  by  follow- 
"timpuli'i*)*.  h'liiirlhlji.  By  encouraging  private  p^sons  to 
* nuiiBltnul  und  authoritative  kind  of  method  of  exhort- 
■t  /i)iAfy.  I  did  not  prevent  singing  with  others  in  tlie 
"■"Ifc  t  moke  this  public  recantation.  May  God 
H.  "James  Davenport." 

f  was  the  state  of  Presbyter ianism  in  Now 
J  ndation  to  doctrine  and  worship  in  1743-4,  nt 
Mhc  (Iwl  "jiiarUr  of  a  century  after  it  had  been 

^ d  Ity   Mcdri'iior  and   his  associates.    In  somo 

■  ft  pruBpered  exceedingly.     This  was  the  cose  in  all 
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the  towns  where  it  had  the  ascendency  and  was  established 
by  civi!  hiw.  In  others  it  was  worried  for  want  of  "  free- 
dom to  worship  God,"  and  in  some  coses,  as  we  have  seen, 
it  succumbed  to  Congregationalism.  The  precise  number 
of  congregations  now,  nor  yet  the  exact  number  of  settled 
paatora,  we  cannot  state. 

There  was,  liowever,  a  Presbytery  in  full  operation 
which  had  no  intercourse  with  the  ministers  whom  they 
had  suspended.  Emigration  and  domestic  increase  added 
largely  to  their  aggregate  numbers.  New  towns  were  set- 
tled, churches  were  formed,  and  during  the  next  twenty- 
five  years  Preabyterianiam  had  an  increasing  vitality  in 
New  England. 

For  the  difiusion  of  knowledge  or  the  support  and  vin- 
dication of"  sound  doctrine  "  up  till  this  period,  the  Press 
had  not  been  employed  by  Presoyterians  in  these  colonies 
excepting  by  the  Rev.  A.  LeMercier  in  publishing  bis 
"  History  of  Geneva."    See  appendix  C. 

To  it  ooth  Moorehead  and  IjeMercier  afterwards  resorted 
in  their  controversies,  and  the  pamphlets  of  "John  Pres- 
byter" and  LeMercier's  "review  and  "answer"  each 
betray  not  a  little  of  "  the  wra^  of  man." 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


B«-ITW— An  cffii'icnt  Eldersliin— Prejuclice— Formnfion  nf  n  second 
Pl«4«Ury-Ab,=ivn>.iil.it-IVIIi:im-I(H)«-ll— \V„rL:i..,|:.-f>.l,Tain 
•-A'fft».U.VUrklvi>'il»tiorr'-DiiiuelMii.i..ll  I..  .,-,.;  l;-,-:„,.i- 
■  'OlMU"l'— Slu^lwCUIe— If  "Im  alioulii    jii'.  i-rl— 

UlSita— Kiiis^Kiii— t;lnNi>uw— Boyil  li<<i.-  n.  IVl- 

61-1^00"  rwviTOl— IViiilile  taxes— Ml-:  ; ■  ■■  ■' i,  iTili  — Ke- 
WJII  b,v  I-nr-ms— Htrili-  in  Pellmni -K™lU,..i-A  t.k.i-Kwi- 
"  ■K-.fMKmiiiliic  Hii-|ieinle<i — "Rejuiniler" — 'J'lie  inrcisbn  nC  the 
faRdnOMi  -Ki-ir  iwPAuiifl  fit— Hi»  imprudence— An  i-mtiu- Tlie  rta- 
'«•— hpow"— Ik-lltr  coiio-els- Palmer— Harvev— A  reniidul— Di«- 
li*i—R.  Burn*  cXBii lined  a  mrl  of  IwudnvR- fm-wlled  there— Mr. 
Iilitow  Coleraine— Tlie  Fori  prei-edi'd  tl{e  clnirch— li»  bctl  from 
J*«iC.pllrloin«l— Alexander  MvDqwl4I  — AiinlJier  [iliiine- tjHlon— 
mi.Skl  Preniic«— TruufiltR-Volrd-.Nov.  5.  17.J2-"M.v  wif«  ut 
S^Vigfint  lny  teachers— Tlle  inilli:nliiilni— Prtsiiylery  s[[«[iciidcti 
li>  111  enleitaineil  not  "  iincels  uiiawareti" — An  aildrem  to  "tlie 
Brt'-Zenl  in  iheir  work-Culli^noy.i  and  Mary  Biidmn-132d 
^1»— Boyd  inMnllwl  at  New  Ciiiilc  — U'iiwliiw  a  distiirber — Volnn- 
*••— DofTBOfe — Pioiifer? — Pcltrlioro— Juhn  Morrlwn — A  compru- 
•i^fio  rff  *--Tlie  plain  cl'Onu-ToiiiKn-  with  pri  nd  pie- Wind - 
ha-K«v.  Julin  Kiiikfad-KoT.  S.  Williams— £5U=SoUU  in 
y^itln  1720— BcnrUiro- Bev.ThoR.  Plert-e— A  Bneciiiien- London- 
*ni  n«b(tery — Konpecittble  but  their  Ministry  died  out— Kev.  Mr. 
wunr^lfe  aqv  hi«  hoiine  and  family  burned  hy  the  Indians— Bntd- 
W—IUr,  Jolin  Houston — A  changu  in  a  eiiurch  in  New  York — 
Jlfctti  Pnabfteriajiiiiiii — Scots — Rev.  D.  MeGrejjor — AninitwititB — 
«diiiiB»— The  iniitatioDB- Re».  Jghn  Mason — "  Iiicurablv  diasaliK- 
■d"~  8«c»dettt" — Overborne — If  iirinciple  had  prevailed,  Preaby. 
knuim  in  Ihi>  land  wotiltl  have  bud  a  bright  fninre— Tlie  blight  uf 
Mnbniau— 1'he  little  clo>id.  floods  of  error  anil  divitiioti— The 
■•■cw^i  century — "Time  but  the  iniprei»ion  decjier  mnkeH." 

b  rolprinf!  on  this  period,  it  may  be  useful  at  timeB  to 
Miotiilate  a  little. 
Mwilhstitiiilin^  the  isolated  position  of  Moorchend  iind 
ltflR|et>r.  tlicir  congrejrii  lions  prosjKired.  A  larfre  ami 
'  »1  ddeniliip  aiisist«d  them  in  their  regpectivB  t^hargefi. 
Ij  worship  find  domestic  discipline  were  attended  to. 
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Having  entered  warmly  into  the  spirit  of  Whitefield,  and 
being  in  the  prime  of  miniaterial  usefulness,  tliey  were  each 
extensivelv  prospered  in  their  Muster's  work.  Still,  they 
found  their  situation  relativeiy  uiipleasiint,  as  thty  were 
subject  to  and  protected  by  no  church  court.  To  return 
to  the  original  Presbytery  was  well  nigh  an  impossibilitjT- 
Prejudice  with  other  evun  inferior  operations  of  our  lin- 
saiictiiied  nature,  -iucli  as  sarcasm,  was  at  work,  and  chei^ 
isheil  .'■cctarian  rancor.  Thus  they  passed  about  or  above 
eiglit  years  of  isolation,  until  eventually  they  accomplished 
th:it  witli  which  they  had  been  charged  at  their  suspension 
by  LeMercier— the  formation  of  a  Presbytery.  Tliis,  by 
themselves,  they  would  not  probably  have  attempted,  but 
Providence  eventually  enabled  them  to  accomplish  it  by 
brin3;ing  to  their  aid  the  Eev.  Robert  Abercromtiio. 

He,  on  being  licensed^  left  Scotland  with  testimomals 
from  the  Presbyterj-  of  Edinburgh  and  Kirkaldy,  and  re- 
comment  lations  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Perth.  Be 
came  to  New  England  in  the  autumn  of  1740,  and  after 
laboring  nearly  four  years  in  different  places  as  a  proba- 
tioner,  was  ordained  in  Peliuim,  Mass.,  on  August  SOUi, 
1744,  by  a  council,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Moore- 
head,  McGregor,  Edwards,  of  Northampton,  Parsons,  of 
East  Hadley,  Billings,  of  Greenfield,  and  White,  of  Hard- 
wick  e. 

On  this  occasion  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards  preached 
from  John  v.  35 :  "  He  was  a  burning  and  a  shining  Usht." 

Pelham  was  incorpurated  on  January  15th,  1743,  about 
which  time  they  called  the  Rev.  William  Johnston,  for- 
merly of  Worcester,  and  then  pastor  at  Windham,  N.  H^a 
member  of  the  then  existing  Presbytery,  but  he  refused  ' 
their  call. 

Lord  Pelliam  gave  to  the  town  a  bell,  but  it  remained  in 
Boston  until  it  was  sold  for  the  freight  and  storage- 
Others  say  it  was  purchased  by  the  Old  SoutJi,  in  Boston, 
from  the  Pelham  church. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  town  were  to  be  Presb)'teriBn* 
The  church  was  organized  in  1743.  Mr.  Abercrombie  wtt 
B  profound  scholar  and  hud  a  fine  library,  which,  aiW  tlM 
vicissitudes  of  above  a  century,  is  owned  by  one  of  his  dih 
ecendants.  His  early  Presbyterian  education  and  tlu 
mental  instability  inherent  in  Congregationalism,  prompted 
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Abererombie  to  seek  the  more  scriptural  order  of  ecclesias- 
lieal  government, 

\^''hy  he  did  not  ask  a  connection  with  the  original 
Presbytery,  which  was  still  in  its  vigor,  is  not  known,  and 
n-p  find  that  his  views  of  the  standing  of  Moorehead  and 
McCJregor  did  not  prevent  him  from  seeking  their  fellow- 
ship. 
After  due  conference  on  the  subject  and  much  prayer, 

ihcy  resolved  that  if  their  congrep;alions  concurred,  they 

tlinuld  sooD,  and  in  an  orderly  way,  assume  Presbyterial 

Miwnsibilitiea, 
Having  agreed  that  the  organization  was  desirable,  they, 

•It!)  their  congregations,  observed  "the  third  Wednesday 

iifMiirch,  1743,  as  &  day  of  fasting  and  humiliation  to  ask 

conasel  of  God  in  this  important  matter." 
This  being  done,  they  met  on  "the  16th  day  of  April, 

rti,  at  Londonderry,  and  being  aided  by  Mr,  James  Mc- 
I  Kbui.  ruling  older  of  that  place,  Mr,  Alexander  Conkey, 
I  fimnly  of  Worcester,  and  then  (probably)  of  Pelham, 
I  nl  Ur.  James  Heughs  (probably)  of  Boston,  they  did  by 

ejrer  constitute  thcmsdves  into  a  Presbytery,  to  act,  bo 
V  their  (then)  present  circumstimcea  would  permit 
1  flmB,  according  to  the  word  of  God  and  Constitutions  of 
L^isjnwbvterian  Church  of  Scotland,  agreeing  with  that 
iile." 

rombic  was  chosen  Clerk  and  Mr.  Moorehead 

Iftver  extent  their  conduct  might,  when  exposed 

ricratiny,  meet  the  approbation  of  true  Presbyte- 

^  had  now  placed  themselves  in  working  order  as 

oonrt,  and  tliey  had  work  to  do. 

i  other  matter's  a  reference  from  the  session  of 

._  Pwae  on  that  day  laid  before  them — and  a  letter 

B  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Colerain,  Massachu- 

I  read,  requesting  the  Presbytery  to  take  them 

t  Iheir  care,     At  their  next  meeting,  in  Boston,  on 

"■*lh,  1745  both  of  these  cases  received  attention. 

rombie  had  (as  directed)  visited  the  Presbj-te- 

■Dolcrain,  and  now  presented  a  request  front  them 

ir<ric«8  of  a  Mr.  Graham,  who,  "liaving  a  design 

t  from  tliese  parts  very  soon,"  did  not  accede  to 

b-wkbet. 
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Not  only  in  name  did  these  congregations  adhere  to 
Presbyterian  ism.  They  viewed  its  arraiigementa  as  Scrip- 
tural, and  the  session  nt  Pelhiiin  requested  a  Presbyterial 
visitation.  Where  this  is  faithfully  jTerfornied,  and  no- 
where else,  is  the  full  sjjiri  I  of  the  divine  injunction  brought 
into  operation — "Obey  them  that  have  the  rule  over  you 
and  submit  yourselves,  for  they  watch  for  your  souls,"  etc. 
CHeb.  xiii.  17.) 

To  the  Presbytery  coming  together,  constitutinfT,  in  the 
nnme  and  "by  the  power  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,"  the 
pastor  and  elders  in  all  spiritual  matters,  and  the  deaconii 
in  "  the  outward  affairs  of  the  house  of  God,"  in  answer  to 
formal  official  inquiries,  detail  the  delinquencies  or  &ith- 
fulness  of  each  other — and  to  these  undcr-shephenls,  sittinK 
in  judgment,  their  "occofmif "  in  the  highrat  sense  on  eartn 
are  "  rendered  with  joy  and  not  with  grief,"  where  no  tlere- 
liction  of  duty  is  found.  U  forms  a  premonition  of  ttie 
appearing  of  "the  Chief  Shepherd."  Without  suitable 
attendance  to  this  duty,  doctrine,  worship,  government  and 
discipline  cannot  usually  long  be  continued  scrijiturally 
pure. 

These  were  not,  however,  the  only  demands  made  upon 
the  court.  Complaints  were  entertained  and  adjudicated. 
In  1746,  Mr.  Daniel  Mitchell,  from  Ireland,  was,  after  due 
examination,  and  on  subscribing  the  Westminster  Stand- 
ards, licensed  to  preach  the  gospel  as  a  probationer  for  the 
ministry.  In  some  towns,  where  the  number  of  Presbyte- 
rians was  large,  although  not  a  majority,  they  niadp  request 
at  time^to  have  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  a'J- 
ministered  in  their  form,  and  have  the  tables  served  by 
ruling  elders  instead  of  Concregationalist  deacons.  From 
a  portion  of  the  church  in  liutland,  Massachusetts,  a  peti- 
tion was  presented  on  May  12th,  1747,  on  this  subject,  ami 
before  the  Presbytery  would  act  upon  it,  the  Moderator 
was  appointed  to  confer  witli  the  Ifev.  Mr.  Eaton,  of  th«t 
town,  in  the  case.  After  an  extensive  conference  the  appli- 
cants were  duly  "  congrejrated  "  as  a  Presbyterian  Chun& 

On  August  lltli,  1747,  Mr.  D.  Mitchell  was  appointed  to 
supply  in  Georgetown  and  Sheepscote,  from  wimh  places 
anplicationB  for  his  lalmrs  had  been  presented.  They 
"leave  with  him  also  a  discretionary  [lower  to  go  to  anjr 
other  places  there  (iu  Maiuej  as  he  should  judge  safe."  Ok 


KoTember  11th  he  was  also  appointed  to  Biipply  till  March 
bi  Wiscassct,  Souhegaii  and  Litchfield,  and  afk'rwards  in 
Xii^toQ  and  Glasgow,  for  the  same  reason  that  from  these 
^UoM  requests  were  made  for  his  servicetj. 

To  meet  these  increasing  demands  Divine  Providence 
Mnr  begun  to  bring  to  them  assistance.  One  Mr.  Alexati- 
ier  Boyd,  who  had  studied  theology  in  Glasgow,  was  in 
due  form,  after  subscribing  the  Westminster  Standards, 
liDtOMtd  ftt  Pelhani  on  June  15th,  1748,  and  directed  "to 
Mpp]y  at  Georgetown  for  the  next  three  months,  with  difl- 
creUoDBry  power  to  go  to  Wi^casset  and  to  Sheepseote,  us 
Iw  tony  judge  it  to  be  sale,"  There  were  no  coaclies, 
Rwuboats,  nor  rail  cars  in  Maine  in  those  days,  and  to 
hK%k  "the  bread  of  life"  to  the  disperseil  families  in  the 
*ikkmess  was  olWn,  in  many  ways,  a  perilous  undertak- 
if.  Hence  the  indulgence  to  Messrs.  Mitchell  and  Boyd 
lannuiuH  their  jjersonal  safety. 

At  this  meeting  another,  a  less  pleasant  phase  of  Pres- 
lirtciiKl  dutv,  was  presented.  Several  persons  appeared, 
npntaiag  ^iH§ati3faction  with  some  parts  of  the  conduct 
flf  th«  pastor  of  Pelhani,  and  he  also  requested  a  release 
from  hu  charge,  iiotlj  parties  were  very  suitably  advised 
inKlation  Ut  their  respective  duties  to  each  other  in  the 
bian. 

Ai  Londonderrv,  on  October  4th,  1748,  "  the  Rev.  Jona- 
Unn  Parsons,  uf  Newberry,  with  the  Presbyterian  congre- 
Men  Dndt^r  liiti  I'an:,  ottered  themselves  to  join  with  this 
■ftrtjrtery.  After  inquiry,  made  with  respect  to  Mr.  Par- 
hoi' tentimoniul^  as  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  and  inquiry 
A?  into  Uie  oinmmstiinees  of  the  congregation,  so  lar  as 
jk(heabvt*ry  judged  necessary,  and  sufficient  satisfaction 
Mug  had  upon  both  these  heads,"  they  were  "unani- 
kRUy  received,  and  he  and  Mr.  Thomas  Pike  took  their 
Nh  accordingly."  This  was  a  substantiai  increase  to  the 
ralqrlery.  Their  choice  of  Presb^terianism  was  partly 
^"•UttUet  of  Goiiiiiulsion  as  well  as  oi  choice  bv  both  pastor 

i  people.    Thev  had  left  the  first  parish,  Newberry,  on 

"Ury  3d.  174B.'had  settled  their  pastor  on  March  19th. 

y  and  the  dissentients  from   tne  tliird  parish  were 

1  into  their  fellowsiiip  on  the  Kith  of  the  following 

but   still    they  were   conipt-lled  to  pay  dnuhle 

ues  until  1770.     As  this  congregation  "continues 

o  this  day,"  it  will  receive  further  notice. 
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At  this  meeting  (October  4th,  1748)  the  probationers, 
Messrs.  Boyd  and  Mitchell,  hsid  duly  to  give  an  account 
of  their  labors ;  iind  the  opinion  is  officially  expressed  that 
in  the  vacancy  of  Rutland,  while  "the  congregating  of  the 
]hGople  was  deemed  valid,  the  administmtion  of  the  Lord's 
Supper  ought  not  to  have  been  gone  into  without  a  Pres- 
liyterinl  apiiointuient." 

On  October  5th  the  Rev.  "Mr,  Abercrombie  petitumcd 
for  a  dismission  from  Jiis  pastoral  charge.  He  was  recom- 
mended to  give  the  reaaons  of  his 'uneasiness'  to  the 
people,  who  with  him  arc  to  report  the  circumstances  of 
things  against  the  next  Presbytery." 

At  a  pro  re  nala  meeting  in  Boston,  on  March  14th, 
1749,  the  moderation  of  a  call  was  granted  to  Kingston,  or 
Elbows,  New  Hampshire,  and  on  May  2d,  at  Newberry, 
a  moderation  for  a  cull  was  granted  to  Rutland. 

At  this  meetiiig  the  congregation  of  Pelhani  did  not 
make  the  statements  previously  ordered,  and  consequently, 
in  their  case  with  their  pastor,  tlie  Presbytery  could  not  st 
present  proceed.  A  supplication  from  Messrs.  Samuel 
Poor,  Joim  Emory  and  others,  to  become,  for  seveial 
weighty  reasons,  members  of  the  Rev,  Mr,  Parsons'  church, 
was  considered ;  and  as  it  appeared,  that  said  "  people  had 
used  all  proper  endeavors  to  get  relief  on  the  Congr^a- 
tiona!  way  witliout  success,  that  their  reasons  are  sam(»ent 
to  legitimate  their  withdrawal,  and  it  is  directed  that  Mr. 
Parsons  and  his  elders  should  upon  request  admit  them, 
finding  them  upon  examination,  to  be  persons  of  a  gospel 
conversation." 

On  June  13th,  1749,  at  Pelham,  both  Mr.  Abercrombi* 
and  a  committee  on  the  behalf  of  that  town  appeared,  and 
now  "the  lieginning  of  strife  was  as  the  letting  oiit  of 
waters."  Contention  was  (not  only)  not  "left  off,  bat 
meddled  with  "  for  several  succeeding  years,  again  "  wound- 
ing the  Saviour  in  the  house  of  his  friends,"  Among  the 
varied  forces  in  nature  "  action  and  reaction  "  are  equal. 
and  it  has  at  times  proved  to  be  not  a  little  so  in  the  visir 
ble  church.  The  extraordinary  results  of  tlie  Inbois  wT 
Whiteficld,  Tennant  and  Davenport  we  have  noticed,  and 
now  reaction  in  religious  zeal  was  taking  place,  and  "the 
love  of  many  had  begun  to  wax  cold." 

This  was  the  case  to  some  extent  in  Pelbam.    Mr.  Aber- 
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rombie,  being  from  conviction  a  Presbyterian  falthoueh 
torn  necessity  ordained  by  a  Coundl),  coneidered  it  to  be 
ill  duty  to  apply  the  discipline  of  the  church  to  the  igno- 
nnt  and  immoral  in  relation  to  church  privileges,  and 
ttliediiUv  to  those  of  tiiem  in  Pelham,  who  demanded  for 
tbi-lr  children  the  ordinance  of  baptism. 

Tlioufih  the  Preebyterian  rule  m  relation  to  baptism  is 
dike  Scriptural  and  plaiii,  viz. ;  that  "  baptism  is  not  to  be 
tdministtred  to  anv  who  are  out  of  the  visible  church  till 
ttwjf  profeKW  their  laith  in  Christ,  and  obedience  to  him; 
bni  the  infanl^  of  such  as  arc  members  of  the  Tisible  church 
•n  la  bo  baptized" — yet  it  is  strange  that,  wherever  men 
h»n  not.  in  other  religious  matters,  the  ample  faith  of 
Pidocy,  which  on  this  point  maintains  that  baptism  "  is 
In  l>o  refused  to  none'' — or,  on  the  other  hand,  the  lesa 
Bctiptural  belief  that  the  Abrahamic  covenant  was  not 
'confirmed  of  God  in  Christ,"  but  profess  to  believe  that 
the  infants  of  such  as  arc  memberG  of  the  visible  church 
tttto  be  baptized  " — they  will  often  habitually  live  without 
Wf  connection  with  the  church  on  earth,  excepting  the 
mtai  ofticial  sprinkling  of  their  infants  with  water,  which 
o*F  DHiially  consider  to  be  "christening,"  or,  otherwise, 
(inog  to  their  child  a  name!  The  criminal  indulgence 
VCtrelesa  parents  in  this  unscriptuml  and  wicked  whim 
l^ndnisters  has  given  more  weight  of  argument  to  the 
miiona  of  the  Anal>aptist8  than  all  that  can  be  found  in 
WMloroeof  divine  n-velation.  This  evil  had  now  for 
pM  Rpiieare'I  in  reltiain,  and  as  the  support  of  the  min- 
Stt  was  a  town  business,  so  such  persons  had  apparently 
*M«»  ibr  their  demands. 

Htnce,  says  Sir.  Abercromhic,  May  30th,  1755,  in  a  let- 
.Iftjo  I  friend  :  "  When  the  late  remarkable  Divine  influ- 
withdrawn,  and  religion  began  to  decline  among 
,  iwonHAu  arose  in  my  congregation,  which  Isoon 
Ivoald  increase  unless  I  preached  smooth  Ikinyi, 
I  complied  with  the  Presbytery  in  oU  tbeir 
This  I  thoupht  I  could  not  in  faitiifulness  do ; 
resolved  to  leave  my  congregation.     I  once 
desired  Preshytery  to  dtmths  me  from  my  pas- 
le."    But  this  they  would  not  do.     He  presented 
let.  Ignorance  and  tlie  neglect  of  the  means  of 
Ige,  particularly  their  defects  in  attending  on  cat«- 
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chiaihg."  "5th.  The  town,  on  January  2l8t,  1747,  voted 
that '  Mr.  A.  should  not  be  allowed  his  next  year's  salary 
without  a  discharge  for  the  former  yeare.'  "*  This  liftn 
reason  the  Presbytery  considered  "injurious  to  Mr.  A.'s 
moral  character,  and  ought  to  be  recalled,"  and  "they  en- 
jom  him  to  bestir  the  unbaptized  children  in  case  the 
parents  shall  in  some  proper  manner  "  secure  his  necessary 
support.  This  the  town  as  such  did  not  do,  while  "a 
great  number  of  the  town  distinguished  themselves  accord- 
ing to  the  order  of  Presbytery,  and  Mr.  A.  was  enjoined  to 
continue  their  minister  agreeably  to  their  request." 

He,  however,  insisted  upon  the  application  of  the  dis- 
cipline of  the  Church  of  Scotland  (to  which  the  Presbytery 
professedly  held)  to  the  parties  to  whom  it  ought,  in  his 
judgment,  to  apply. 

By  BO  doing  he  was  charged  with  "  insinuating  things 
against  the  Presbytery,  evidently  false  and  groundless." 
Mr.  Moorehead  was  "ordained  to  baptize  the  children  of 
those  whom  he  finds  on  iaquiry  to  have  a  right  (in  P.)  to 
that  privilege."  Thus  matters  continued  from  year  to 
year,  becoming  continually  worse,  until  at  Boston,  on  May 
14th,  175-5,  he  declined  their  authority,  and  they  sna- 
pended  him  from  the  ministry  and  from  the  pH^oral 
relation  in  Peiham,  because,  say  they,  "he  refuses  to 
retract  from  or  make  satisfaction  for  the  false  and  injurions 
things  insinuated." 

His  friends  had  also,  on  April  15th,  1755,  addressed 
Presbytery  on  his  behalf,  but  both  for  himself  and  for 
them  there  was  no  redress,  as  they  were  not  in  connection 
with,  nor  subject  to,  any  Synod  as  a  court  of  appeal  or 
review. 

In  reference  to  this  he  says  to  Presbytery:  "  'Tis  plain, 
the  sum  of  both  my  n^rc-fentations  upon  which  you  DuJld 
your  awful  procedure  is  to  plead  with  you  to  receive  th« 
discipline  ot  the  Church  of  Scotland  in  her  purest  tlmos, 

•"Pelham,  iTareS  24M,  1748. 
"Accounted  willi  Jftmefl  Conkej,  Treasurer,  for  inv  salarv  from  (ha 
jesr  1744  lo  Aueiist  the  :Wlli,  I74(i,  and  received  liny 'pounds  in  bilU  of 
ihe  new  lenor,  vriiich  I  tKcept  of  an  my  nalary  for  Mii'U  ye»r,  mud  hanefay 
discliarge  him  uul  tbe  towti  fruiu  »U  further  demandii  of  iLe  sanie. 

"  K.  AsEBcaoxBiL'* 
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A  pmctise  in  siifh  a  mnnner  that  immoral  and  ilHternte 

t{i']snns  iiiaj"  not  be  aiJniittcd  to  the  sacred  office  of  the 

■nlniBlr)',  uiid  that  iho^e  who  are  unworthy  among  the 

W|Je  may  be  kept  back  from  »e:diiig  ordinances." 

"The  lute  remarkable  Divine  influences  "  thus  appear  to 

kive  been  " withdrawn, ^and  religion  to  have  declined" 

l|nuraUy  in  the  bounds  bf  the  Presbytery,  and  doubtless 

RlUo  unong  their  surroundings  when  such  occurrences  had' 

Blikn  place. 

T    Like  the  stimulant  of  strong  drink  upon  the  human 

"  l}vt«n,  the  "  awakening,"  which  had  popularly  ran  into  a 

Bvival,"  liad  now,  in  a  few  years,  sunk  the  churches 

^coeith  the  level  of  the  usual  results  in  the  ordinary  en- 

"  '         t  of  the  means  of  grace,  and  either  in  sympathy 

r  in  deference  to,  the  opinions  and  lives  of  the 

nenben  and  dwellers  in  the  towns,  the  Presbytery, 

f  to  Abercrombie,  adopted  new"raea8urea     and 

id  amooth  things."    It  is  quite  possible  that  now, 

(  last  quarter  of  the  nineteenth  century,  in  these 

Btnip,  M  in  others,  history  may  "  repeat  itself. 

rolirithstunding  his  suspension  "the  congregation  had 
^•erbroajiht  any  charge  against"  Mr.  A.,and  thePresby- 
T"  could  not  oreak  in  upon  the  congregation  by  the 
on."  The  select  men,  however,  by  the  order  of  Prea- 
ry,  «lilit  the  meeting-house  doors  on  the  Rev.  Mr.  A., 
I W  OR  babhalh,  but  on  Monday.  Thus  matters  continued 
pW  titnn  years.  A  narrative  from  Parsons,  Moorcbead 
■Md  McGniior  was  issued.  This  was  followed  by  "  Re- 
I'Mlb  "  liy  Abercrombie,  and  these  by  a  "  Rejoinder  "  from 
naatM  and  McGregor  in  1758. 
Ai  Mr.  A.  hnil  declared  that  if  he  "  had  a  superior  court 
I  bvlueh  ("  carry  his  case,  he  could  vindicate  his  conduct," 
lO"!!  A  mei'tiug  at  Newberry,  on  May  24th,  1758  (Mr. 
I  Kndiaul  bt-ing  Moderator  and  Mr.  AlcGregor  Clerk^ 
I  pr  V^  ^'  '^t  '^'i"  itpp^nli  according  to  his  proposal,  to 
P  •MWKinird  ministers  of  Boston  or  to  the  Synod  of  New 
*  "'  "  -  'iriving  any  jurisdiction  overthe  Presbytery, 

'      'ourt,  who  could  act  as  umpire,  and  by 

ln«ce.    They  so  wrote  to  him. 
■  [ .  i!ie  preciaeness  of  the  Scotchman  appears 
r  u>  litis  proposal,  dated  at  Pelham  on  June 
I  ^I76(i.    Uc  sa}-B:  "A  Synod  to  whom  the  Presbytery 
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was  not  joined  could  give  him  no  lawful  nor  satisfactory 
redress." 

The  repi'esentations  of  the  Presbytery  on  the  points  at 
isaue  are,  however,  often  very  ditfereul  Irom  those  of  Mr. 
Abercroinbie.  They  appear  to  liave  believed  tliat  he 
Bought  to  quarrel  with  them,  say  that  "the  society  had 
heen  long  without  the  Lord's  Supper,  as  he  would  not  dis- 
pense it  to  thero,  considering  that  only  about  four  persona 
in  the  town  were  wortliy  to  receive  it,  that  a  considerable 
iiumher  of  children,  whose  parents  were  persons  of  good 
character,  had  been  long  deprived  of  baptism,  that  he 
could  never  be  prevailed  upon  to  make  any  addition  to  the 
eeseion,  and  baffled  the  aggrieved  when  they  would  attempt 
to  bring  their  matters  of  complaint  before  Presbytery." 

If  they  were  indeed  guilty  of  conforming  to  their  sur- 
roundings, he  did  not  shew  prudence,  mucn  less  wisdom, 
in  upbraiding  them  with  their  delinquencies,  while  he  de- 
clined their  authority  because  he  viewed  them  as  a  party, 
and  must  have  reconciliation  only  by  measures  of  his  own 
proposing,  which,  when  acceded  to  by  Presbytery,  Ha 
would  again  ignore.  \Vhether  hia  course  of  conduct  in 
the  matter  arose  from  "  a  zeal  for  God,  not  according  to 
knowledge,"  or,  as  tJie  authors  of  the  '"Rejoinder"  say, 
"  Some  of  us  would  still  hope  that  his  conduct  towards ' 
his  brethren  is  the  eil'ect  of  n  strong  temptation,'"*  still  it 

*  "A  ilrong  lempttdiaii."  It  \n  possible  thai  the  foUowing  vigoroui 
Irailition  mav  give  to  ij9  ''a  bird's-eye  view"  of  the  state  of  moraLB  id 
the  town  (after  the  "  awalieiiiiig "  had  i>3ssed  awaj),  with  both  lli< 
T>rea(!her  and  the  people,  as  he  continue:!  to  reside  among  them,  and  (v 
Jar  as  we  Iciiow)  to  offieiale  aiuong  them  after  he  and  thej  lied  ceased  Id 
be  PreBbyleriaiis. 

A  alory  affiipdays.  The  old  Abercrombie  house  at  Pelhnni  is  raid  U 
have  once  been  the  Buene  o!  a  practical  ioke  by  Bev.  Mr.  Abercronjlli% 
the  original  occtinant  of  tlie  lioLise  and  iniiiinter  of  llie  town,  la  hit 
daysi,  of  conn*,  flii;  was  llie  emumon  beverage  of  clergymen  and  ik* 
]aity,  and  no  objection  was  ever  made,  unieas  people  became  noloriountf  ' 
oyer-indulgent.  The  charge  wan  finally  brought  at  a  thiireh-meeUitf ' 
that  the  minister  was  drinking  too  freely,  and  a  committee  was  nppoipMf ', 
In  tell  liim  of  hia  fault  and  warn  him  of  (hedanzer  of  condnuingiiiilM 
Warned  of  their  cumin",  the  erring  pastor  told  liis  wife  to  prepare  (life 
first  round  of  flip,  whicli  even  this  committee  wonld  expect,  with  eqiMi 


jxpecl,  with  eqiW 

parts  of  rum  and  waler,  the  neit  willi  more  mm,  and  the  neit  nuBtlT' 

■  Jnim.    The  committee  soon  after  their  arrival  partook  nf  the  flip,  TfUl* 

K<Bi«r  pastor  ordered,  after  which  they  made  known  the  nature  of  thniC 
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d  ft  paralyzing  effect,  in  spreading  "  roots  of  bitterness," 
td  of  tending  to  make  Presbyteriunism  still  more  exten- 
rcly  an  exotic  in  New  England.  In  view  of  their  posi- 
ta,  the  authors  of  the  "  Rejoinder  "  near  the  close  of  it, 
ly,  "The  reason  why  we  keep  up  a  church  government 
ltd  admin  i  strati  one,  in  some  things  different  from  our 
Ulow-ChriBtians  in  the  country  where  we  live,  is  not  from 
ny  fend  desire  of  singularity,  but  because  ve  are  con- 
•tuntiously  persuaded  that  these  are  most  conformable  to 
&e  ficriplure  platform,  and  have  the  most  effectual  len- 
iency to  promote  purity  of  faith  and  practice."  This 
'reawn  "  has  grown  manifold  stronger  in  a  century,  not 
snly  in  view  of  the  growth  of  Arminianism,  Peiagianism, 
I'niveraalisni,  Arianitjui,  Sodnianism,  TranBccndentalism, 
£|iititJein,  Bpiritualiemi,  Infidelity  and  Atlieipm.hut  also 
kjr  the  introduction  among  the  professed  adhering  Ortlio- 
dot 'descendants  of  the  Puritans  of "  German  doubts,  con- 
JKtDTW,  negations  and  hypotheses  "into  "the  country 
»bwe  we  live."  While  the  townsmen  of  Pelbam  could 
■ot  obtain,  aa  easily  as  they  desired,  baptism  for  their 
diildreo,  tiie  professing  Christians  among  the  Congrega- 
ttmulist*  of  to-day,  either  have  very  few  of  this  "heritage" 
<(God,  ur  cure  but  little  about  having  the  seal  of  his  cove- 


The  paxtor  idmiUed  lliat  Ilicre  miglil  be  iiped  of  the  n^proof, 

ba  would  b«  govenied  by  it.    Then  came  the  necomi  rcHind  of 

tf,  Mid,  an  die  buninenn  li.td  been  dii^pnlched,  llie  ramniiKee  vere  di*- 
^  '  to  be  talkative  and  kkIiiI  with  the  piwtar  who  Iiad  bo  humbly  itd- 
1  hUrin  al  iheir  rtbuke.  The  fli|ieanie  around  ibe  [bird  lime, 
■lilbwM  near  Hunriiie  the  nfxt  morning  two  of  ibe  comruJUee  mun- 
^JtoTwl)  their  homes,  bill  ihe  third  taj  prone  on  ihe  floor,  unable 
krirtaa  Ihcefliwtx  of  Ihe  (lif,  until  brood  daylight.  At  the  adjourned 
^A  BWMlnx,  when  thi*  committee  made  their  report,  il  a  Bald  ihey 
Mka  *«n  runciM  report  of  ibeir  vmt  lo  the  pastor,  and  the  kindly 
Wf  bwUcli  ho  rrreived  tlio  itiJroof,  by  reporting;  "We  haTs  mileil 
■  Ik  tMlor,  aa  direrted,  and  he  gave  im  Chrifltian  ratinraction." 
I*  kU  name  aiipeara  uj-nn  tlie  Kecords  of  Presbylerv,  the  Rev. 
■■•ill  Oratiatn  riiereeded  Mr.  Abcrt-rombie  in  Pelham  before  17T0, 
■In  Xtf  S9lh,  ITTl,  Presbvterv  niade  a  reqiicxt  to  each  congreiialiun 
ttm  tar  Mr.  Graiiaio'.  widow  and  family.  Down  lo  1775  Pelham 
**'"4  tn^ij-lr  Trnni  PrwhYlery. 

OagqiUaiiljl-r  STib.  1786;  Pelham  requested  w 
fh  fnm  ib»   Avocinle  Kcformed  Presbytery  of  Londonderry. 
W'*''.  17?2,  lbi»  iieople  requested  niipjilvVrom   ibi-  Afnoriale  ne- 
'Pn»iiyl*rr  of  Sow  England.    Septeni'ber  lllh,lTU3,Mr.  OUtu 
dieir  failor. 
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nant  placed  upon  those  whom  they  nurture,  perhaps, 
without  it,  "  in  the  admonition  of  the  I^rd,"  For,  aava 
the  Christian  Inntruclor  of  PhUadclpliia,  of  May  15th,  1875, 
"  In  more  than  two  hundred  Conj^regatlonal  churches,  of 
Maaaachusetta,  there  were  no  hantisins  of  infants  last  year. 
The  aame  is  true  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  Congrega- 
tional churches  in  Maine." 

As  a  thunder-Htorm  tends  to  purify  the  atmosphere,  so 
these  controversies  and  "  vain  jangUngs,"  even  while  "the 
wrath  of  man  will  not  work  the  righteousness  of  God,'' 
had  to  some  extent  the  effect  of  bringing  back  the  parties 
to  the  anchorage  from  which  they  were  drifting.  Better 
counsels  appear,  at  this  date,  to  have  increasingly  pre- 
vailed, and  at  a  meeting  held  in  Boston,  on  May  16th, 
1738,  "  all  the  ministers  and  probationers  present,  being 
required  by  the  Presbytery,  did  readily  subscribe  tha 
Westminster  Standards.*' 

We  have  seen  that  the  Rev.  Josejih  Harvey  waa  oi> 
dained  by  the  Londonderry  Presbytery,  at  Palmer,  ftlaesar 
chusetts,  on  June  5th,  1734,  and  that  with  Moorehcad  he 
was  suspended  by  the  same  court  in  1736.  What  corre- 
spondence, if  any,  was  kept  up  between  him  and  Moore- 
head  and  McGregor,  is  unknown.  One  thing  ia  certain, 
he  did  not  unite  in  forming  the  Boston  Presbytery,  and 
whether  ho  was  restored  by  his  Presbytery  or  not,  he  con- 
tinued to  live  and  labor  in  Palmer. 

He  does  not,  however,  appear  to  have  conformed  to  the 
Scripture  requirement — "A  bishop  must  be  blameless,  the 
husband  of  one  wife."  Hence,  his  UBefulness  was  im- 
paired and  his  pastoral  labors  were  cut  short.  When 
there  is  no  "  present  distress,"  a  minister,  if  he  have  oom- 
mon-sense  and  understands  human  nature,  so  soon  as  be 
can  "  provide  things  honest  in  the  sight  of  all  men,"  will 
be  one  of  the  first  to  know  that  "  it  is  not  good  that  Uw 
man  should  be  alone." 

Mr.  Harvey  does  not  appear  to  have  made  this  discov- 
ery, and  after  a  ministry,  which  otherwise,  so  far  a£  we 
know,  waa,  and  might  hnve  continued  to  be,  lai^ely  UFfr 
ful,  he  fell  under  temptation,  and,  "  as  the  result  of  a  diffi- 
culty between  him  and  his  church,  arising  from  a  xcandll 
between  him  and  a  female,"  he  was  dismissed  in  1748. 

At  the  stated  meeting  of  tlie  Presbytery  of  Boston,  at 


IS    KEW   KNGLASD.  119 

Xewbmr,  on  Aupuf^t  14th.  1753,  Mr.  Bohcrt  BiiniB,  a  licen- 
tiete  from  the  north  of  Ireland,  was  admitted,  "  promising 
nbBcription  to  the  Standards  vvhen  required."  From  his 
immediate  appointment  to  "supply  in  Palmer  till  next 
■denmt,"  but,  from  the  fact,  in  connection  with  it,  that 
IfcCHev.  Mr.  Abercrombie  moderate  in  a  call  for  hina  in 
■id  PBlmer,  some  convenient  time  before  next  meeting," 
ilia  Dearly  certain,  that  he  had  previously  preached  there 
lAd  that  they  had  expressed  a  desire  for  his  settlement 
Omthem. 

1b  proof  of  this,  the  adjourned  meeting  of  Presbytery 
Won  desire  of  several  members  of  Presbytery  convenea 
It  Boston  on  October  18th,  appointed  to  be  held  in  Pal- 
BirinBtend  of  Boston." 

They  met  there,  and  after  an  examination,  during  a  part 
•f  l»o  dttys,  on  the  16th  day  of  November,  1753,  he  was 
Udained  and  installed  as  pastor  of  said  church.  The  con- 
pigitioii.  it  would  appear,  came  voluntarily  to  tlie  Pres- 
■Jtey.  They,  while  a  vacancy,  had  not  been  very  satis- 
fcctaity  supplied,  for  we  find  that  "  at  a  vote  taken  on 
Annn  'liSd,  1754."  the  claim  of  a  Mr.  Kniblows,  then  un- 
PM,irsB  dmdcd  in  a  very  diBcriminating  manner,  but 
«t  which  might  puzzle  niiiny  a  modern  congregation  to 
imitate,  and  ought  to  prove  suggestive  to  the  occupants 
flfthe  pulpit. 

"Ho  wae  charged  with  preaching  other  men's  sermonB, 
ibvss  to  have  four  pounds  sixteen  shillings,  which  was 
■4|fat  sbillingfl  lawful  money  for  each  sermon,"  and  after 
itt  numination  he  was  paid  at  this  rate  lor  all,  "  except- 
^Ifaroe.  which  we  can  prove  were  other  men's  sermons." 
Hr.  Hums  was  duly  disiuisaed  from  Palmer  on  May  5th, 
17SS. 

W«  have  seen  that  at  the  organization  of  tlie  Presbytery 

(April  ]6th.  1745),  a  letter  was  received  from  the  inhabi- 
wf  Uie  town  of  Coleraine,  Massachusetts,  requesting  to 
1  under  their  care. 

ish,  settled  about  173G,  was  then  a  frontier  aet- 
ind  originally  called  Boston  Township,  probably 
my  of  the  pioneers  were  from  that  place;  otbera 
I  Ireland,  Londonderry,  New  Hampshire;  Wo- 
w,  Roxbury  and  Pelham,  Massachusetts.  For 
i,  u  ettrly  as  174'2,  Mr.  James  Fairservtce  (formerly 
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from  Mr.  Moorehead's  cliuroh'),  built  the  first  grist-mill, 
They  erected  a  meeting-house  in  1742. 

Being  disappointed,  as  stated,  in  not  obtaining  the  ser- 
vices of  Mr.  (Sraham,  Presbytery  still  gave  them  supply. 
They  also  occasionally  experienced  the  dangers  of  frontier 
life.  In  May,  1746,  Matthew  Clarke,  hia  wife  and  daugh- 
ter were  fired  upon  by  the  Indians.  He  was  killed,  and 
his  wife  and  daughter  were  carried  to  the  fort. 

This  is  a  specimen  of  what  was  not  uncommon  in  re- 
claiming the  wilderness  from  savage  man.  The  forU 
usually  preceded  the  church. 

This  town  was  Presbyterian  from  its  comroencement. 
The  name  was  given  to  it  in  honor  of  Lord  Coleraine,  who 
handsomely  and  gratefully  jireaented  to  them  a  churcli 
bell,  which,  "  through  the  unfaithfulness  of  the  agent,  was 
kejtt  in  Boston,  where  (says  EarberJ  it  is  believed  to  still 
exist  and  to  be  in  use  in  one  of  the  churches." 

This  was  one  of  the  ways  in  which  Presbyterianism  was 
not  promoted  in  the  colony. 

The  supply  which  Presbytery  was  able  to  afford  was  but 
limited,  while  their  requests  were  frequent  and  earnest. 
At  length,  on  June  4th,  1750,  "  the  Presbytery  appointed 
Mr.  Abercrombie  to  visit  them,  and,  if  he  find  it  expedient, 
he  is  to  ordain  elders  among  them,"  and  in  1751  they  had 
imade  out  a  call  for  Mr.  Daniel  Mitchell  to  become  their 
pastor.  This,  from  the  want  of  order,  was  not  sustained 
on  March  17th,  1752,  and  a  new  moderation  was  thea 
granted. 

At  the  same  meeting  Mr.  Alexander  McDowell,  after 
having  satisfactorily  sustained  the  prescribed  "  trials," 
and  having  subscribed  his  adherence  to  the  Westminster 
Standards,  was  admitted  as  a  probationer  for  the  holy 
ministry,  and  was  now  appointed  for  some  Sabbatlia 
among  other  places  (Rutland,  Kingston  and  New  Rutland) 
to  Coleraine, 

On  August  14th,  1753,  he  accepted  the  call  from  thia 
town,  and  was,  on  September  28th  following,  by  a  commit- 
tee of  Presbytery,  ordained  and  installed  as  their  pastor. 

He  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  probably  the  first 
graduate  of  Harvard  College  who  entered  the  Presbyterian 
ministry.  Hia  pastorate  began  with  promise,  but  the  in- 
fluence of  artificial  appetite  in  a  few  years  blighted  hia 
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prwipects  of  u^efulnesB,  and  he  was  dismissed  for  intemper- 
incein  1761. 

On  June  SOtli,  1761,  this  town  was  incorporated. 

Ve  now  direct  our  attention  to  another  phase  of  ecclesi- 
Htidil  development  by  which  Presbyterian  ism  was  intro- 
diieed  into  the  town  of  Easton,  Mass.  Their  necond  Con- 
piiC&lionnliat  pastofj  the  Rev,  Joseph  Belcher,  died  in 
liW.  During  nis  ministry,  and,  so  far  as  he  knew,  during 
tlnininiatry  of  his  predecessor  (tiie  Rev.  Matthew  Short), 
11>»  Bociety  had  no  ciuireh  covenaut. 

Asthia  instrument  forms  the  vitahzing  bond  of  the  de- 
Bomination,  Mr.  Belcher  declared  to  a  committee  who 
viiled  nn  him  on  the  subject,  that  the  society  had  "no 
Kcord),  no  covenant  and  no  church."  On  April  6th,  1747, 
they  siibwribed  one.  What  their  fellowship  with  surround- 
ing chureht'S  had  previously  been  is  not  stat«d  in  their 
noudB,  if  tliey  had  any,  but  from  the  fact  that  they  had 
Mtvo  pastors  settled  in  the  usual  form,  we  may  infer 
flM  matters  in  their  church  were  no  more  loosely  managed 
An  in  sonie  others. 

On  August  28lh,  1747,  they  voted  to  call  the  Rev.  Soto- 

ap!«ilice,  who  was  installed  on  the  18th  day  of  No- 
IT  following.     "August  IBth,  1748,  voted,  that  we  are 
sCDf^ncationa]  church."    (Rec.  of  dat«.) 

In  t  (fifficulty  which  arose  in  1748  about  who  have  a- 
liflit  to  hnptiem,  it  was  voted  that  "  Presbyterians  coming 
•rth  ctTtihcat«e  may  obtain  it."  "  Two  elders  were  chosen 
Jane  IfiUi,  1749."  Troubles  now  arose  about  the  location 
of*  new  meeting-house,  in  which  "the  select  men  re- 
loratej  Mr,  Prentice  to  attend  worship  on  November  20th, 

W'hy,  instead  of   occupying  this    house  statedly,   he 

I  tidied  for  fo.ur  successive  Sabbaths  at  two  or  more  pri- 

KC8  alternately,  does  not  fully  appear,  but  in  If-'il 

villi  his  friends  in  it,  while  a  party  was  formcul  who 

•  him  with  inconsistency,"  and  on  May  20tb,  1751, 

■-■■    ;  liim  were  preferred  by  Deacon  Hayward 

it  exhibits  the  working  ability  of  the 

iv;iys  prevailing  in  New  England,  I  quote 

^i',-i,:i,.-r   i;tii,  1752,  the  church  met.     Vott'd  aflirr 
irdjr  and  unouimously '  Considering  the  brokenucsti  of  lh« 
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Constitution  of  the  Congregatiomil  Church  in  New  England 
(tliis  church  heing  hitherto  professedly  one),  becnuse  the 
churcljes  themst'lves  don't  stand  by,  but  occasionally,  and 
as  cases  suit,  break  in  upon  their  Constitution,  wht-reby  aa 
injured  church  or  brother  cannot  ohtiun  right  [as  we  can 
see),  witness  the  deplorable  state  of  tiie  church  of  Christ  ir 


oif  from  the  broken  Congregational  Constitution,  and  de- 
clare for,  and  come  in  with,  the  discipline  and  order  of  the 
renowned  Church  of  Scotland.' "  Voted,  to  kce|i  n  day  of 
fasting,  and  to  request  "  the  Presbytery,  which  is  to  meet 
at  Londonderry  on  next  Tuesday,  to  assJBt  them  in  carry- 
ing on  said  fast."  Their  committee  reported  tliat  they 
"  were  favorably  received,  and  that  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Par- 
Bons  was  appoint<;d  to  assist  them  on  the  22d  day  of  No- 
vember." Mr.  Prentice  on  "November  6th  (a  famoua 
day)"  preached  for  the  last  time  in  the  old  church,  and 


Presbyterian  meeting-house  in  Easton." 

"  The  church  made  a  declaration  to  the  town  for  coming 
off."  An  "  exparte  council  "  was  Boon  afterwards  held,  but 
its  "result"  rather  made  bad  worse  in  the  community. 
The  Rev.  "  Mr.  Prentice,  as  a  Presbyterian  minister,  com- 
menced catechising  in  December,  1752."  "March  7th, 
1753,  elected  four  ruling  elders  and  signed  for  Preabyt*- 
lianism." 

Says  Mr.  Prentice ;  "  I  preached  on  May  I9th  all  day  at 
home,  and  on  Sabbath,  the  20tli,  I  dispensed  the  sacrament 
in  the  Presbyterian  form.  My  wife  at  it.  We  had  a 
blessed  day.     I  preached  also  on  Monday,  the  21st." 

He  was  admitted  aa  a  member  of  Presbytery  at  Boaton 
on  May  15th,  1753.  At  Newbury,  on  August  Hth,  the 
Presbytery  received  "  a  letter  of  excuse  for  absence  from 
the  Rev.  S.  Prentice  of  Easton,"  and  on  the  28th  of  8ei>- 
tember  following,  he  and  his  elder,  Mr.  Hartwell,  assisted 
at  the  ordination  of  the  Rev.  A.  McDowell. 

At  the  meeting  of  Preab-tery  at  Easton  on  November 
12th,  1754,  on  their  minutes  it  is  recorded:  "The  renaon 
why  the  meeting  was  not  opened  with  a  sermon  as  usual 
vas  because  no  public  iiitimation  had  been  given,  Ui. 
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Pwnlioe  not  beinp;  acquainted  with  the  custom  of  the 
Prshyterv  herein." 

He  had  not  been  a  Presbyterian  formerly,  and  under 
this  order  of  church  government  his  "course"  was  short, 
fiiron  the  next  day  he  was  arraigeed  by  the  court  on  com- 
pliiiit  of  four  persons,  membere  of  hie  church. 

'Fimt,  For  countenancing  vagrant  lay  teachers,  particu- 
brir  in  bis  own  house  in  Decern  her  last." 

tlie  Prwbytery  judged  that  said  conduct  is  of  dan«eroua 
twidency  to  the  'interests  of  true  religion,  and  deserves  a 
ttnn  tvbukf. 

"S$eontUi/.  It  is  the  judgment  of  the  Presbytery  that  the 
•miration  of  the  time  of  the  concert  for  prayer  in  Scotland 
i»no  argument  that  the  millennium  is  commenced,  and 
ihutMr.  Prentice  should  be  cautioned  ap.tinst  advancing 
iny  BUch  opinions  about  the  millennium  as  may  prove 
Imitfal  to  the  interests  of  true  religion." 

"Preabvterv  judffed  that  he  should  be  rebuked,  particu- 
Irty  for  the  tirst  article,  and  restored,  if  humble.  If  not, 
tittt  he  should  be  suspended  till  next  Presbytery."  He 
wnldnot  submit  and  was  accordingly  suspended.  8up- 
pif  was  then  appointed  to  Easlon,  but,  as  the  records  of 
ntAytery  are  discontinued  or  lost  after  the  next  meeting 
QoApril  16th,  1755,  at  Pelham,  for  fifteen  years,  we  learn 
ondung  farther  from  them  of  Presbyterian  ism  in  this  town. 
Tlw  domestic  history  of  this  man  presents  one  curious 
^We.  His  wife  had,  under  the  influences  of  the  "  vagrant 
*J  teachers"  (who  appear  to  have  been  by  him  coun- 
wanced  for  several  years),  witliout  bis  knowledge  and 
WnBent,  been  immersed.  Hence,  on  his  recortl  he  leaves 
■hi)  statement: 

"Sirab  Prentice  Ipsa  Anahaptista  Immersa  Indignia- 
■Ou  Laco,  viz. :  Dec.  5th,  175U,  absente  marito."  "  Sarah 
nntioe  had  herself  baptized  again  by  immersion  in  a 
fBuU  bke,  viz. :  December  5th,  1750,  in  the  absence  of  her 
tHbttd." 

.Wlirtlicr  she  had  returned  to  hw  views  or  not,  she  jdned 
•i<ti  hii  church  at  the  communion  on  May  20th,  1753, 
'•'il  a  [>n>l>ablo  tlutt  he  had  allowed  his  kindness  to  con- 
jyiiis  judgment  when  he  had  again  particularly  coun- 
*ytwl  them  in  bis  own  house  in  December,  1753.  In 
"■•  of  the  actioa  of  Presbytery,  he  writes : 
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"  Because  I  received  a  few  of  my  fellow-creatures  (and  fel- 
low-Christians, so  far  as  I  know)  into  my  houae,  and  suffered 
them  to  pray  and  talk  about  the  Scriptures,  and  could  not 
make  any  acknowledgment  thereof  to  some  of  my  brethren 
that  were  offended  thereat,  nor  to  the  Presbytery,  I  have  been 
Siispended  from  the  discharge  of  my  ministry  until  next 
April,  and  because  by  said  vote  I  was  deprived  of  mj 
small  subsistence  which  I  have  among  my  people  in  Eas- 
ton,  I  tliought  it  necessary  for  the  honor  of  God  and  the 
good  of  niy  family  to  remove  with  my  family  to  Grafton, 
N.  H,,  which  accordingly  was  done  April  9th,  1755. 

"  N,  B. — I  have  never  heard  a  word  from  the  Presbytery, 
neither  by  letter  or  otherwise,  nor  they  from  me,  from  the 
day  of  my  suspension  to  this  day,  viz. :  September  5th, 
1755.  "  Sol.  Phe.vtice." 

There  appears  thus  to  have  been  in  their  official  inter- 
course witn  him  at  least  as  much  of  the  fortUer  in  re  as  of 
the  ntaviter  in  modo,  while  it  cannot  be  supposed  very 
probable  that  he  "  entertained  angels  unawares." 

This  Presbytery  then  required  those  who  took  "  care  of 
the  house  of  God"  to  be  discriminating  in  their  hospital- 
ity, especially  with  "unruly  and  vain  talkers,  who  crept 
into  houses  and  led  away  silly  women." 

Existence  was  not  always  and  only  with  the  Presbytery^ 
a  matter  of  administration,  of  receiving  petitions,  granting 
moderations,  examining  candidates,  ordaining  ministers, 
receiving  congregations,  or  of  suspending  pastors.  They 
at  times,  also,  considered  their  ecclesiastical  position  and 
disadvantages. 

There  was  at  this  period  no  Synod  nearer  to  them  than 
New  York.  They  were  not  connected  with  any,  and  while 
nearly  all  of  the  members  of  Presbytery  were  from  Ireland, 
still  they  held  in  remembrance  their  mother  church,  t::j 
Church  of  Scotland. 

To  inform  her  of  their  position  and  enlist  her  sympa- 
thies, at  their  meeting  in  Boston  on  August  IStb,  1751, "  it 
was  agreed  that  an  address  should  he  sent  from  this  Pres- 
bytery to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland 
relating  to  the  common  cause  or  interest  of  Presbyterians 
in  New  England." 

Wliat  said  address  was,  if  it  were  ever  prepared,  when 
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tmt,  and  what  its  reception,  consequences  and  fruitB  were, 
their  minutes  do  not  say. 

By  this  agreement,  however,  they  manifest  zeal  in  their 
distactive  work  and  respect  for  the  venerable  kirk,  as 
nwt  of  them  were  trained  in  her  schoola  of  the  prophets. 
They  had  in  her  also,  beside  the  accident  of  origin,  occa- 
noTiiUy  an  indirect  interest,  by  the  admission  of  individu- 
•b  from  her  fellowship.  As  noticed,  a  Mr.  Alexander 
Bovd,  from  Glasgow,  had  been  by  them  licensed  on  June 
liHi,  1748.  From  the  infant  church  of  Kingston,  N.  H., 
icall  for  his  labors  was  presented  on  March  14th,  1749. 
This  miB  on  May  2d  sustained  and  recommended  to  him 
(or  acceptance,  and  on  August  14th  they  "received  from 
'leorgrtown,  eastward,  a  call  to  him  with  an  attested  copy 
"f  [he  vote  of  the  town,  relating  to  his  temporal  support." 
I'ifficuUies  now  beset  him.  He  had  to  appear  before 
l^bvtery  at  Londonderry  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  Octo- 
l*t.  "There  he  "  acknowledged  hia  irregular  marriage  with 
Mliy  Buchan,  confessed  his  sorrow  for  the  offence  he  had 
titnvby  (liven,  and  declared  his  resolution  to  adhere  to  her 
•»  bjs  wife."  He  stated  that  "  he  had  written  for  her,  and 
■bo  to  the  Rov.  Mr.  McLaurin,  of  Glasgow,  declaring  his 
pitf  for  the  otfence  which  he  had  given  that  congregation, 
ud  moreover,  that  he  stood  ready  to  give  the  F^sbytery 
whatever  furtlier  satisfaction  was  needful  to  remove  the 
oAoice,  either  for  being  married  in  a  clandestine  way,  or 
inooncealing  hia  marriage  from  the  Presbytery  when  taken 
wlriiU  by  them,  etc.,  etc."  They  "  rebuked  him  sharply," 
Uil»  tbey  could  not  proceed  to  any  higher  censure,  they 
(■«  him  employment  and  reserved  his  case  for  future 
vuhltiration. 

In  view  of  the  above  case,  as  Mr.  Boyd  did  not  appear 
«  ttwir  meeting  in  Boston  on  the  14th  of  August,  the 
^wWtery  returned,  to  the  respective  congregations,  the 
all«  which  had  by  them  been  made  in  his  favor.  He 
'Ufilted  his  appointments  from  year  to  year,  but  "  lie 
"JOW  not  altogether  vindicate   himself"  on  May  14tli, 

''51,  when  they  "saw  fit  to  give  him  a  gentle  reproof,"  to 

whith  he  submitted,  and  they  continued  him  as  supply. 
•  Roeired  call  from  Georgetown  was  by  him  accepted  on 

■•^bcr  13th,  1731,  but,  owing  to  new  diflieulties,  hie 
**£ution  was  from  time  to  time  deferred,  until,  on  Octo- 
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bw  29th,  1752,  it  was  "delayed  till  spring,  when  the  pe*v 
pie  there  were  to  pive  liglit  "to  the  Presbytery  in  the  case." 
Their  light  does  not  appear  to  have  proved  sufficient,  and 
■we  again  find  that  "among  the  Newcastle,  Maine,  papers, 
at  a  meeting  at  Boston,  on  May  14th,  1754,  is  a  call  for 
Mr.  Boyd."  "The  commissioners  from  Newcastle"  in- 
tended to  have  met  Presbvtery  on  the  matters  of  his  set- 
tlement among  them,  at  Newbury  on  August  20th,  1754, 
"  but  in  Providence  they  were  frustrated  by  contrary  winds, 
and  they  had  no  objections  against  Mr.  Boyd's  ordination." 

This  took  place  at  Newbury,  Mass.,  on  September  19th, 
1754,  by  a  committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Moorehead, 
McGregor  and  Parsons,  and  it  is  recorded  that  "  the  sol- 
emnity concluded  by  singing  a  part  of  the  132d  Psalm." 

His  installation  was  also  performed  by  a  committee  of 
Presbytery.  The  community  was  a  mixed  one,  and  al- 
though the  majority  of  the  town  were  Presbvterians,  th» 
Congregational ists,  led  on  by  Mr,  Winslow,  bo  disturbed  his 
peace,  that  he  finally  left  Newcastle  in  1758.  A  similar 
irritation  had  probably  prevented  his  settlement  at  George- 
town, which  may  possibly  Iiave  been  aided  by  ecclesiasti- 
cal discord,  as  Mr.  McClenahan,  of  the  Londonderry  Pres- 
bytery, had  previously  labored  in  that  precinct,  and  hiB 
friends  would  form  no  strong  attachment,  either  to  Mr. 
Boyd  or  to  his  ecclesiastical  connection.  "  The  Presbytft- 
rian  minister  left  Georgetown  in  1752"  (Willis),  and  when 
"  in  17G4,  the  Kev.  Alexander  Boyd  revisited  Georeetowo, 
he  found  that  the  people  had  left  Presbyteriatdsm."  (76,)' 

Two  distinct  species  of  church  government  can  never 
cordially  dwell  together.  Every  ecclesiastical  form  of 
thouglit,  and  every  idea  of  governmental  order  forbids  it. 
"  Two  cannot  walk  together,"  much  less  dwell  together, 
"unless  they  are  agreed." 

At  their  meeting  ii)  Boston,  on  August  14th,  1749,  Pre»- 
bytery  received  a  petition  from  Votuntown,  Ct,  with  a 
number  of  papers  relative  to  it,  and  on  the  15th  they  say : 
"  Whereas  several  applications  have  been  made  to  this 
Presbytery  at  different  times,  by  a  number  of  people  ia 
Voluntown,  tlie  case  concerning  which  appearinj;  to  us  io 
such  a  light,  that,  if  the  majority  comply  witli  the  lata 
proposals  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dorrance,  the  Presbytery  shall 
then  be  willing  to  assist  iu  settling  a  minister  among  theaij 
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ifieesbly  to  said  proposal.  But  otherwise,  they  6ee  not 
Itjinsent  how  they  can  concern  themselves  in  the  affairs 
ofVolunlown." 

The  cftse  was  probahly  one  similar  to  that  of  Camjihell 
«  McKinstry,  or  Graham,  an  attempt  to  identify  these 
tto  discordant  species,  by  hiring  a  Presbyterian  minister 
toiwrfcirm  tbe  duties  of  a  Congregationalist  pastor. 

He  hnd  then  labored  in  Voluntown  (now  Sterling)  about 
twenty-five  years,  and  being  a  native  of  Ireland  and  a 
piduale  of  Glasgow  University,  his  habits  of  thought 
might  have  constrained  him  to  press  his  Presbyterian  ten- 
deocieft  too  strongly  upon  the  Congregational  portion  of 
his  church,  or  he  might  have  joined  the  First  Presbytery 
^n«e  1736,  and  a  portion  of  his  people  might  have  now 
Miuht  connection  with  the  Boston  Presbyi«ry.  It  is  more 
pniM>)e,  however,  that  his  attachment  to  his  early  eccle- 
liMieft]  principles  was  now  not  a  little  abated  by  his  posi- 
titmanil  surroundings,  and  that  consequently  an  increas- 
ing number  of  his  people  might  desire  the  settling  of  a 
nnbvt«riun  minister  as  their  pastor.  Hence  they  must 
OTiipIy  with  the  late  proposals  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dorrance. 
lliii  "number  of  his  people"  were,  however,  for  some  time 
(ftenrjtfdH  I'resbyterians. 

Ai  we  have  seen,  emigration  and  domestic  increase  com- 

btud,  induced  the  settlers  of  Derry  and  other  towns  to 

■nd  pioneers  into  the  wilderness,  and  we  now  trace  briefly 

Un  wlUement  of  the  town  of  Peterboro,  N.  H.    This 

IMt  StM  attempted  in  1739.    In  1744,  under  the  alarm  of 

'IMv.  tbeir  clearings  and  homes  were  abandoned  until  the 

"•»  of  1749.     lu  1762  they  built  a  meeting-house,  and 

17M  there  were  forty-five  or  fiftv  families  in  the  town, 

_  incorporated  in  1760.    "the  Rev.  William  John- 

-,  fonocrly  of  Worcester  and  Windham,  came  to  them 

tt  1TE2  and  remained  about  one  year,  when  the  Rev.  Mr. 

lj*Ht!j-  supplied  them  for  a  time.    They  met  on  July  18th, 

ITW,  "lo  8<-e  if  the  town  would  embrace  the  present  op- 

Jlftanity  of  sending  by  the  Rev.  Jlr.  Kinkead  (who  was 

■WMoUbly  at  Windham,  N.  H.)  to  Philadelphia  to  the 

fljDoa  or  I*resb\t*'ry  there,  for  a  supply  or  gospel  roinis- 

I  •lupcwuili.     l?ot«d ;  and  also  voted,  not  to  mention  any 

I  'Hliiii  ium  for  encouragement,  but,  that  if  any  came,  Im 

be  treated  like  a  gentleman."    "  In  1761,  vot*;d  to 
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raise  £150  for  the  support  of  the  gospel,"  and  a  committee 
were  appointed  "  to  invite  regular  niinisters,  and  renew 
tlie  aupplication  to  the  Synod  of  Philadelphia." 

A  Mr.  Towers  supplied  thera  in  1764,  and  on  January 
3d  of  that  year  the  town  "voted  to  commission  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Morrow  to  send  us  a  minister  when  he  returned  to 
Ireland,  and  that  he  should  have  a  good  new  beaver  hat 
if  he  would  accept  this  commission.  Eight  persons  pro- 
tested against  sending  to  Ireland."  At  a  subsequent  meet- 
ing "it  was  voted  to  authorizB  the  Rev.  Mr.  Morrow  to  act 
with  full  power  to  send  a  faithful  minister  of  the  gospel — 
a  Cilvinistic  of  the  Presbyterian  Constitution.  Mr.  Mor- 
row should  receive  eight  liollars  for  his  service."  He  did 
not  succeed,  for  none  came;  and  in  March,  1765,  the_y 
"voted  to  commission  Hugh  Wilson  to  go  to  Philadelphia 
or  elsewhere  on  this  continent,  to  obtain  a  gospel  miniater." 

In  May,  1766,  a  Mr.  John  Morrison  landed  in  Boston. 
He  was  bom  in  Pathfoot,  in  Scotland,  in  1743,  and  gradu- 
ated at  Edinburgh  in  1765.  On  November  26th,  1766,  ha 
was  ordained  at  Pet«rboro  by  the  Boston  Presbytery, 
the  original  Londonderry  Presbytery  being  tlien  dissolved, 
for  it  may  be  here  mentioned  that  "  in  1765  (according  to 
Webster),  the  Dutchess  Presbytery  at  Cherry  Valley,  ^e'>^ 
York,  received  the  Rev.  Samuel  Dunlop,  a  former  member 
of  the  Presbytery  to  the  eastward  of  Boston,"  which,  when 
he  left  "  was  terminated,  being  incapable  of  sitting  by  rea- 
son of  dispersion."  Also  the  Rev.  \Villiam  Johnston,  who 
"was  born  in  Dublin  in  1713,  educated  and  studied  the- 
ology in  Edinburgh  (who  married  a  Miss  Cummins,  » 
fellow-passenger),  and  laboretl  as  we  have  seen  in  Woroee- 
ter,  Mass.;  in  Peterburo  and  Windham,  N.  H. ;  about  this 
time  moved  to  the  region  of  Schenectady,  bought  a  large 
tract  of  land  near  Cherry  Valley,  and  according  to  docu- 
mental history,  gathered  a  number  of  families  of  Scotch 
and  Irish  descent  about  him. 

*'  His  papers,  goods,  etc.,  were  burned  at  the  massacre  at 
Cherry  Valley."  Some  of  his  descendants  now  occupy 
prominent  positions  of  usefulness  in  the  State  of  Neif 
Vork. 

Thus,  in  a  rivalry  of  twenty  years'  duration,  the  first 
Preabytory  "  finished  its  course."  Such  is  the  [rawer  of 
sectarian  rancor,  that  the   nearer  divisions  are  to  eacii 
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oflier,  their  antipathies  are  usually  or  often  strong  in  ad- 
projiortion — ihev  "bite  and  devour  one  another," 
ire  at  least  at  limes  "consumed  one  of  another." 
TliiM  two  did  not  now  aay,  "  We  are  brethren ;  let  there 
be  no  strife  lietween  us,  for  the  Canaaiiite  and  Perrizite 
dwell  in  tfae  land." 

Iha  extinction  of  the  original  Presbytery  was  a  natural 
Knit  of  ex|>edtencyand  conciliation,  ot  a  compromise  with 
fuindple. 

Tlie  disease  began  in  the  Hillhouse  case,  and  with  all  tlie 
mriving  grasp  of  the  leprosy,  permeated  the  Presbytery, 
WiBe  tfaose  wno  stood  on  Presoyterian  principles  under  all 
Ut*  dieaii vantages  and  odium  of  suspension,  and  even  at 
tiim  incODsi^teiit  outbursts  of  passion,  amidst  all  their 
lifficatUea  survived  and  f,'rew.  Presbyterian  ism,  from  the 
KMdinatioQ  of  Timothy  down  to  the  present  hour,  never 
d  any  permanent  good  by  compromise.  M'hen  it  em- 
d  the  prison  and  llie  stake, "  tbe  blood  of  the  martyrs 
Qie  tiie  seed  of  tlie  church."  But  when  the  London- 
^^  /  Prwbvtery  bowed  down  to  expediency,  custom,  to 
Mpikr  opiDion  f the  great  "  image  set  up  in "  New 
?Ev*B'l)>  "rottenness  entered  into  its  bones,"  and  sep- 
idWK  Wcnme  only  a  question  of  time.  The  terror  held  up 
■V  LeMwrier,  and  sanctioned  by  the  majority  of  his  Pres- 
T^I'Tv  ill  I70C>.  was  that  "to  receive  Mr.  Hillbouse  would 
very  ridiculous  in  the  eyes  of  the  people 
I  '  (p.  55).  By  recognizing  the  action  of 
1  iiis  case  as  valid,  said  Presbytery  basked 
liiie  of  popular  favor  for  less  than  thirty 

.   .-, .,._..  , , nitt«d/eto  dese,  and  had  a  burial  so  deep 

I  4k  «e  eoiinot  find  its  records,  epitaph  nor  mourners.  On 
I  *>«lhcr  Imnd,  the  principle  adVociited  by  the  minority, 
I  *tt  l«  reci'ive  a  man  who  had  "  received  his  ordination  be- 
I  |nheeiitn«  to  the  colonies  as  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
I  NMlud''  (p.  54),  even  when  he  had  hired  himself  to  do 
1  "■pmatlnnal  ser\'ice,  and  served  the  people  until  an  "  ex- 
I  wit  muticil  "  "  ordered  him  to  resign  nis  office,"  shewed  a 
I  PiiKipb>  of  vitality  and  consistency,  which,  while  it  made 
I  jMtewho  held  it  very  ridiculous  in  the  eyes  of  the  peo- 
I  5*'  '^'"'  England,"  has,  under  "'the  good-will  of  him 
liwOwdt  in  the  bUBh"fDeut.  xxxiii.  16),  extensively 
"  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,"  and  peipet- 
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uated  its  existence  in  the  bounds  of  that  Presbjiery 
until  to-day.  PresbyteTdanism,  wherever  or  ivhenever 
it  refustjs  to  meet  its  opponents  in  any  "  of  the  villages 
in  the  plain  of  Ono,"  and  goes  '"up  to  Jerusalem  unto 
the  apostles  and  elders  about  this  {or  any)  question," 
is  alwiiys  "strong  in  the  Lord."  Whenever  it  tampers 
■with  principle,  and  bowa  down  at  the  clamor,  or  for  the 
favor  of  tlie  multitude,  it  becomes  like  Samson,  shorn  of 
his  locks,  weak  :is  expediency  itself.  Its  "glory  is  de- 
parted." 

The  history  of  Morrison  is  a  lamentable  one.  "  He  was 
the  first  settled  minister  in  the  town  of  Peterboro,  N.  H. 
Although  he  was  possesi>ed  of  more  than  ordinary  talent, 
he  soon  proved  to  be  intemperate  and  licentious.  Pres- 
bytery suspended  him  for  a  time  from  his  office,  aiut 
finally  terminated  his  pastorate  and  ministry  in  March, 
1772.  He  then  visited  South  Carolina;  returned  aoa 
joined  the  American  army  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  in  1775. 
He  soon  after  went  over  to  the  British,  and  remained  with 
them  till  hia  deiith,  which  took  place  at  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  on  Dec.  10th,  1782"  (.Hist,  of  Pet.).  "  Deceitful 
men  shall  not  live  out  half  tlieir  days."  "  Strona;  drink  b 
raging."  He  became  a  professed  atheist,  and  died  an 
abandoned  profligate."  Reader,  "who  maketh  thee  to 
differ?"  The  fretjuent  attention  given  by  Presbytery  in 
watch  and  care  to  his  case  will  l>e  subsequently  notioea. 

Windham  was  another  town  which  during  this  quarter 
of  a  century  was  settled  by  Presbyterians.  It  had  pre- 
viously formed  a  part  of  I>ondonderry,  and  was  incoriior 
ated  in  1742.  In  1747  the  Rev.  V,'m.  Johnston  was  in- 
stalled pastor,  and  the  ruling  ciders  were  then  Messra. 
Hemphill,  Kinkead  and  Kyle.  Himply  for  want  of  sup- 
port, the  pastor  was  dismissed  in  July,  1752. 

In  1753  a  meeting-house  was  erected,  and  on  applica- 
tion by  their  commissioner  to  the  Synod  of  New  York  nod 
Philadelphia,  the  Rev.  John  Kinkead  was,  as  their  pastor, 
installed  in  Oct.,  1760.  Altliough  he  possessed  res|>ectable 
talents  and  acquirements  as  a  jireacher  of  the  gospel,  yet, 
not  maintaining  a  Christian  and  ministerial  deportinenl, 
and  being  chargeable  with  immoraiities,  he  soon  lost  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  his  people,  and  was  dismtseed  in 
April,  1765  iParker).    It  thus  appears  that  both  Johnston 
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tnd  Kmk?!id  were  here  installed  by  the  original  London- 
deny  Pre§bytery.  and  !i8  Windham  was  origimilly  a  part  of 
IWrylortlicold  parish),  so  uji  till  ITfio  their  affinities  held 
llxm  in  ecclesiastical  fcllnwship  with  the  Rev.  Wni.  David- 
Im  and  his  associates.  But  "  soon  iifltir  the  dismission  of 
!S«  Rev.  Mr.  Kinkead,  the  parish  ]iresented  a  call  to  Rev. 
£in)UD  Williams,  who  was  orrlained  their  pastor  Dec,  1766, 
lijUu;  Boston  Presbytery."  iP.) 

Aiha«  been  noticed,  the  Rev.  Hugh  Campbell  and  the 
Rn-.  Hugh  Henry  preached  in  Maine  from  1720  till  1724. 
The  former  "was  the  regular  minister  of  the  town"  of 
BcarWo  in  1720-21  on  "  a  salary  of  £50  (then  equal  to 
ibmit  S56.50  in  specie),  beside  his  meat,  drink,  washin<r 
Bid  k)d);tng."  But  he  soon  left  on  account  of  the  small- 
nw  of  his  salary,  and  in  June,  1722,  the  town  unani- 
RUHuly  invited  the  Rev.  Hugh  Henry  to  become  their 
ninislfir.  and  he  continufd  with  them  till  1725.  From 
1738  till  his  death  in  1762,  theRuv.  Mr.  Thompson  offici- 
III  town  minister,  and  during  that  period  the  congre- 
ption  were  with  him  Congregationalists.  On  August  23d, 
lT62,itic  church  called  Mr.  Thus,  Pierce  to  settle  in  the 
nf  the  ministry  in  the  first  church  and  parish  in 
SisHNiro,  and  "  voted  that  Mr.  Thoa.  Pierce  be  settled  in 
llw  Presbyterian  order,  and  agreeably  to  the  Westminster 
'  wion  of  Faith"  (Cft.  Rcic,  p.  1.5J.  Mr.  Pierce  was 
_  in  Newbury,  Oct.  11th,  1737,  and  graduated  at 
Httranl  College  in  1759.  He  was  ordained  at  Newbury 
Port  on  Nov.  24th,  1762.  In  1763,  on  Sept.  22d,  four 
WliiiK  elders  were  elected  "  for  the  year."  Mr.  Pierce  in  a 
fctyearesunk  down"naa  common  drunkard,  although 
It  continued  to  preach  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  June 
Stlj,  1775.  Immediately  ailer  his  decease  the  church  re- 
■iMneed  I'resbyterianiam  "  {Blorcf).  This  church  forma  a. 
i|«eiiacii  of  several  in  New  England,  which  for  years  had 
>  TJbratory  existence  between  these  two  forma  of  polity, 
■rf  which  eventually  settled  down  into  Congregationalism 
-«Bh  as  Cheater,  Ackworth  and  Goffstown,  in  New 
Hnspehire. 

Dminjt  a  part  of  this  time  at  least  (1743-1768)  the  Lon- 
mittry  Prt?sbvtery  was  respectable  in  numbers — LeMor- 

^ Johnston,  McOlcnahan,  Harvey,  Caldwell,  Davidson, 
OB,  Butbcrford,   Urquh&rt,   Diinlop,    and    probably 
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others,  as  Clark,  of  Kingston,  belonged  to  it,  yet  it  did  not 
possess  vitality.  Beaide  the  causes  of  its  cfecay  already 
stated,  they  had  no  means,  or  seem  not  to  have  taken  any 
pains  to  instruct  young  men  for  the  ministry. 

Some  of  them,  as  Davidson  and  Rutherford,  were  proba- 
l)ly  not  a  little  "  unsound  in  the  faith,"  while  the  immorali- 
ties of  others,  such  as  Kinkead  and  Harvey,  were  highly 
injurious  to  Christianity.  In  these  twenty-five  years  the 
French  Church  and  others  became  extinct  by  the  as.'fimila- 
tion  of  their  members  and  their  offspring  to  their  surround- 
ings. The  death  of  LeMercier  and  Rutherford,  and,  it  may 
be,  others,  the  removal  from  their  bounds  of  McClenahan, 
Johnston  and  Dtmlop,  with  other  influences,  all  conspired 
to  blot  it  out  about  the  end  of  this  quarter  of  a  century, 
after  an  existence  of  about  forty  years.  Dunlop  appears 
to  have  been  connected  ivith  it  about  twenty-nve  years. 
"  He  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  a  graduate  of  Trinity  College, 
Dublin,  and  having  removed  in  1765  to  Cherry  Valley, 
N.  Y.,  at  the  massacre  of  that  place,  on  November  lltn, 
1778,  his  family  were  slaia.  He  alooe,  with  one  daughter, 
escaped.  Under  the  protection  of  an  Indian  chief  fie  stooa 
and  beheld  the  destruction  of  his  earthly  hopes,  his  home 
and  the  homes  of  his  friends,  melting  away  with  the  Sanies. 
Ht'  survived  the  massacre  hut  a  short  time.  The  raisfor- 
tunes  of  that  day  carried  '  down  his  gray  hairs  with  sorrow 
to  the  grave.'"    (P.) 

The  reader  may  here  see  one  of  the  difficulties  of  the  au- 
thor in  preparing  this  history.  He  has  followed  Pr^byte- 
rian  writers  (Parker  and  ^Vebster)  and  given  what  they 
have  presented  above,  stating  that  the  Rev.  Samuel  Dunlop 
was  a  graduate  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  that  when 
Lindesay  became  the  patentee  of  Cherry  Valley,  N.  Y,,  and 
located  there  in  1740,  he  "  induced  Dunlop  by  liberal 
offers  to  aid  the  settlement,"  which  he  did  by  innuencing 
emigrants  to  come  from  Ireland  and  New  Hampshire,  th^ 
he  had  ministered  to  them  for  nearly  forty  years  (Panfcw, 
198),  and  that  his  misfortunes  at  the  Cherry  Valley  mas- 
sacre in  1778  "  brought  down  his  gray  hairs  with  sorrow  to 
the  grave,"  that,  coming  from  New  England,  "  he  was,  in 
176-5,  received  by  the  Dutchess  Presbytery "  ( WeisUr), 
while  Greenleaf,  in  his  EccledasliccU  Skelchea  in  Mainr,  saya: 
"The  Rev.  Samuel  Dunlop  was  born  in  Antrim  in  1715^ 
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•M.  A.  at  Edinbui^h  at  nineteen,  that  on  being 

,,.BShecame  to  America  in  1736,  that  he  was  ship- 
'Vncked  on  Sable  Island,  landed  at  Canso,  that  he  taught 
Khool  in  Dracut,  Mass.,  removed  to  Nohlesboro,  in  Maine, 
liat  he  resided  at  Booth  Bay,  Sheepscott  Bridge,  New  Caa- 
\lt,  and  then  in  Brunswick.  In  1747  he  was  ordained  in 
LeMercier's  meeting-houac  in  Boston  for  Bmnswiclt  (by  the 
K*v.  Mtfssre.  LeMercier,  Morton,  of  Coleraine,  Da\-idaon, 
Wilson  and  McLenahan),  and  was  pastor  there  until  Outo- 
Iw,  1760,  when  he  wasdiamissod  (p.  95)  by  a  council  (If., 
]LS3j,tliat  he  was  never  settled  again,  and  lived  in  Bruna- 
nk  until  Ids  death,  June  26th,  1776,  that  his  history  is  in 
■ustuc-ript,  and  was  in  the  possession  of  the  Dunlop  fani- 
Jjl'  in  1821,  and  that  he  was  the  grandfather  of  the  ex- 
wernor  of  Maine  of  the  same  name." 

his  true  that  the  Rev.  S.  Danlop  of  Cherry  Valley  per- 
Wided  (bur  or  more  families  to  remove  from  Derry,  N.  H., 
tothol  place  (p.  195),  and  that  he  ministered  to  tncm  for 
oeariy  forty  years  (p.  198),  and  jnst  as  true  that  the  Rev. 
Siffluel  DuiUop  lived  from  1736  till  1776  in  New  England, 
•nJ  consequently  never  "became  a  member  of  tlie 
Dolchcn  Presbytery,"    They  were  different  men. 

Amonf  other  towns  reclaimed  from  the  wilderness  dur- 
bf  tiiis  quarter  of  a  century  was  Bradford  (formerly  called 
Boohegiui  East  j,  N.  H.  "  In  1750  they  gave  a  call  succes- 
iwly  lo  tlie  Rev,  Alexander  Boyd,  Rev.  Alexander  Mc- 
Dowdl,  and  to  Mr.  Samuel  McClintock,  but  in  e.ich  case 
vidwttt  euccess.  A  meeting-house  was  erected  in  1755, 
■don  September  28th,  1757,  the  Rev.  John  Houston  was 
Wbjned  by  the  Boston  Presbytery  pastor  of  this  church, 
Aid)  hod  been  omanized  in  the  Presbyterian  order.  Ho 
W  bom  in  Londonderry,  educated  at  Princeton,  N,  J., 
'^Be  he  took  Lis  degree  in  1753,  and  studied  divinity 
^  Ihe  R4;v,  David  McGregor.  He  was  a  conscientious 
"iJijtood  man."    (P.) 

During  this  quarter  of  a  century  a  change,  bearing  most 
Wtm^vriy  upon  the  Presbyterian  interests  in  America, 
Wtjifaco  in  New  York,  and  as  a  prominent  member  of 
tttBwton  Presbytery  (the  Rev.  D.  McGregor)  became  an 
■Iw  in  It,  I  now  briefly  present  the  case : 
_  iter  the  atrocious  oppression  of  the  Rev.  Francis 
by  I^ord  Cornbut^-  and  his  miuioiis,  sn  effort 
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appears  to  have  been  made  to  have  Presbyterian  preacli- 
ing  and  worship  in  tlie  English  langaage  maintained  in  that 
town.  We  find  the  case  referred  to  b^  Veaey  {Albany 
Doaiments)  in  December,  1709,  when  writing  to  a  friend. 
He  says  "  that  the  dissenting  preacher  is  hkely  to  gain  no 
ground,"  His  stay  was  brief,  but  the  people  kept  together 
and  met*  for  worship  with  few  interruptions  and  with 
a  gradual  increase  of  numbers  until  1716,  when  they  took 
measures  to  form  a  regular  congregation  {W.),  the  same 
year  (W.)  in  which  the  French  Presbyterians  were  per- 
mitted to  erect  a  church  in  Boston.  They  called  a  Mr. 
Anderson  and  worshipped  in  the  town  hall.  In  1718  they 
purchased  a  lot,  and  on  the  following  year  built  a  church.* 
Beside  collections  in  the  town,  they  were  aided  by  the 
Governor,  Council  and  Representatives  of  Connecticut 
When  they  asked  incorporation  from  the  Legislature  of 
New  York  as  Scots,  in  consequence  of  opposition  made  by 
the  vestry  of  Trinity  Church,  their  request  was  refused. 
Their  petition  was  in  1724  transmitted  to  the  "Lords  of 
Trade.  They  obtained  aid  also  from  Philadelphia  and 
Scotland,  and  in  1730  their  house  was  finished.  Two  lead- 
ing men  opposed  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Anderson  as  pastor, 
and  the  trnsteee  of  New  Haven  College  sent  missionaries  at 
their  request  to  erect  a  new  congregation.  This  Congr^a- 
tionalist  effort  to  produce  division  did  not  eventually  gue- 
ceed,  and  the  missionary  left  them  in  1726.  Pemberton 
and  Cumniing  served  them  several  years.  "  In  1753  Pem- 
berton was  blamed  by  some  of  the  people  rScotamen)  for 
neglecting  family  visiting,  Cumming  and  the  session  f(W 
introducing  Watte  of  their  own  accord,  and  both  miuistt-ni 
for  ueglectmg  to  recommend  the  catechism  at  baptism  and 
for  praying  when  asked  at  funerals."    ( W.') 

Both  were  soon  after  dismissed  at  their  own  roquesL 
Failing,  on  July  18Ui,  1754,  to  obtain  the  Rev.  Jlr.  Bel- 
lamy irom  Connecticut,  he,  in  1755,  recommended  to  them 
"  the  Rev.  David  McGregor,  of  Nutfield,  N.  H.,  aa  likeJy  to 
suit  their  religious  peo]>Ie  and  the  Scotch."  Tliey  sent  lo 
him  an  "  inviUition,'"  and  even  the  Governor  himself  caim 
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in  1716,  and  i 

creel  their  first  ineetixig-hoiue  ii 
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toKew  EiigUnd  to  persuade  him  to  go  to  New  York,  but 
hia  I'resbytpry,  when  met  at  Boston  on  May  14th,  1755, 
dtclucd  that  tiiey  Imd  no  authority  to  remove  a  minister 
DUl  of  Uieir  bounds,  and  he  saw  no  encouragement  to 
ndii'HiUire  himi^elf  among  a  people  go  "divided  among 
timwives."    (W.) 

But  about  what  should  a  congregation  aided  by  gov- 
rtwn,  collejtcs,  councillors,  representatives,  by  the  town 
uf  Xcw  York,  tlie  town  of  Philadelphia,  antl  by  North 
Iritain  be  divided?  They  had  now,  for  above  a  quartet 
iif  I  century,  a  large  finished  house  of  worship,  and  fuU 
(llwl  was  made  to  have  it  properly  perpetuated  to  its  ap- 
prupriate  us«.  The  secret  was,  divers  doctrines,  usages  and 
vondiip  had  been  introduced,  and  strife  ensued.  As  we 
hm  uready  seen  in  the  cases  of  Hillhouse  and  others,  to 
Wmonize  tiie  two  speciea,  Presbyterianism  and  Congrega- 
tiunalism,  is  simply  impossible,  and  the  latter  had  now 
iocnasingly  ]>ermeatfid  this  church.  As  far  back  us  "  1724, 
owof  seventeen  ministers  in  a  delegated  Synod,  six  wera 
fom  New  England."  {  W.)  Early  associations  and  cua- 
hKDi  have  a  powerful  influence  upon  the  mind,  and  these 
Bea  oould  not  easily  totally  divest  themselves  of  their 
C«ip«RStioiial  training.  Hence,  when  a  committee  was 
upointed  by  Synod  in  1752,  "  the  general  plan  of  the 
QiSicfa  of  Scotland  as  practised  by  the  Synod  of  New 
)rorli''wa8  viewed  as  the  true  standard  of  Presbyterian- 
Ma,  and  tbfry  conclude  "  that  as  to  the  methods  taken  to 
iHioduce  a  new  version  of  the  psalms  in  the  public  wor- 
iUp,  tfa«  Sifiwd  judge  it  to  be  disorderly,  and  always  to  be 
teooateiiancedf  when  the  parties  in  matters  of  debate  in  a 
■fanreh  do  carry  about  private  subscriptions."  (Digest,^ 
S«d  committt^  reiiortcd  in  1753  that  "  it  is  not  expedient 
if  t^Ment,  judicially,  to  recommend  a  change  in  Uie  ver- 
wnoftho  psalms,  lest  the  animosities  in  the  congregation 
■Iwilii  be  more  inflamed."  (Digenl.)  McGregor  did  not 
■*  liit  way  clear  to  leave  a  devoted  and  confiding  pastoral 
^na  in  order  to  dwell  in  a  tent  of  Kedar  among  "  ani- 

0»iM  lo  this  commingling  of  English,  Welsh  and  New 
fctfrnd.  08  well  as  Scotch  and  Irish  teachings,  the  de- 
l^imUon  had  in  1728,  according  to  the  Kev.  John 
^Wtfun  in  hia  overture,  "  not  any  particular  system  of 
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doctrines  composed  by  ourselves  or  others  which  we  hy 
any  judicial  act  of  our  church  have  adopted  to  be  the  arti- 
cles or  confession  of  our  fnith,  etc.  The  most  that  can  be 
said  is,  that  the  Westminster  Confession  of  Faith  is  the 
confession  of  the  faith  of  the  generality  of  our  members. 
ministers  and  people." 

Notwithstanding  that  tliey  had,  in  1736,  avowed  their 
adoption  of  "the  Westminster  Confession  and  Directory 
without  the  least  variation  or  alteration  "  excepting  the 
clauses  anent  magistrates  drca  sacra,  they  shewed  them- 
selves to  be  gradually  falling  into  Congregational  usagcB, 
as  we  have  seen,  until  at  least  a  few  of  the  pecidiarities  of 
Scotch  (or  proper)  Presbyterians  were  abandoned  in  Sew 
York,  and  a  "  session  introduced  Dr.  Watts'  imitations  of 
the  Psalms  of  David,  the  constant  use  of  which  much  die»- 
eatisfied  a  number  of  congregations."    But  this  was  not  nil. 

According  to  the  historians,  Hetherington  and  McCrie, 
"  the  secular  affairs  (in  Scotland  were  and)  should  be  un- 
der the  management  of  deacons."  The  deacon  "  had  the 
special  oversight  of  the  revenues  of  the  church  and  of  the 
poor."  "  The  second  Book  of  Discipline  recognized  three 
officers  for  three  tldngs,  ministers,  elders  and  deacons  tat 
three  things,  doctrine,  discipline  and  distribution,  the  de^ 
'  conship  to  have  the  care  of  ecclesiastical  goods,"  "Hie 
collections  made  by  the  first  deacons  of  apostolical  ap- 
pointment were  not  only  of  that  wliich  was  collected  in 
manner  of  alms,  as  some  suppose,  but  of  other  goods, 
moveable  and  immoveable,  of  lands  and  posseseions." 
The  Presbyterians  of  the  Synods  of  Philadelphia  and  New 
York  had  adopted  Stuart  of  Pardovan's  collections  for 
their  government,  which  directs  "that  the  money  received 
by  contributions  be  faithfully  delivered  up  to  the  Beasion, 
according  to  whose  judgment  and  appointment  the  deacont 
are  to  dintribvie  thf  church  (foods." 

These  Prefibyterians  now  resorted  to  policy,  to  a  Board 
of  Trustees,  or  a  committee  to  gain  the  strength  necessary 
to  support  the  gospel,  and  after  fighting  it  over  for  two 
years  the  old  Scotch  party  compelled  this  solitary  hoard 
of  intruding  trustees  to  agree  that  tliey  should  be  no  longer 
elected  in  their  present  form :  the  Synod  "approved  said 
agreement,  and  judge  that  if  the  congregation  think  it  ex- 
pedient to  form  a  committee  for  the  management  of  their 
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temporal  concerns,  the  said  committee  shall  be  chosen, 
tfWthat  time,  by  the  ministers,  elders  and  deacons,  with 
consent  of  the  congregation,  and  be  accountable  to  them 
fcf  their  conduct." 

The  development  and  influence  of  this  fibre  of  Congre- 
galiuaulisui  will  appear  a  century  hence. 

From  these  innovations  the  proper  Presbyterians  of  New 
Yotk  wCre  delivered,  by  returning  to  the  simplicity  of 
their  scriptural  worahip  and  government  under  a  minis- 
try fruni  Scotland  and  Ireland.  On  December  8th,  ITM, 
Nathaniel  Hazzard,  of  New  York,  wrote  to  Dr.  Belhiniy 
iJiat "  Gullatly  has  sense,  learning  and  piety,"  and  on  No- 
WmherlTth,  1758,  "the  Scota  people  have  ^ot  up  a  new 
lowlin'ii-house.  Mr.  Gellatly  has  been  preaching  in  it  for 
font  Weeks."  I  W.)  Thus,  while  the  Presbyterians  of  the 
MBtry  had  drifted  from  their  raoorinjSB,  there  were  founil 
Ihose  who  continued  to  walk  in  "  the  old  paths  and  good 
My."  taui  who  ought  to  have  been  subsequently  reg;irded 
Ullwtruc  or  proper  representatives  there  of  this  scriptu- 
lilft|[inicn. 

U  H  well  at  such  times  to  hear  disinterested  observers, 
nid  William  Douglass,  M.  D.,  an  Episcopalian,  in  his 
•Unnixry  (vol.  2,  p.  147,  London,  1760),  having  investi- 
RImI  the  case,  tells  uat  "The  dissenting  congregation  in 
Xfw  York,  though  under  a  Congregational  minister  from 
BwioK,  is  called  Presbyterian.  The  Scots  Presbyterians 
lliitii  are  modelled  according  to  the  Westminster  Stand- 
si  apjiointed  by  the  Kirk  in  1647.  These  are  properlv 
oiW  Cklvinists  and  follow  the  Heidelberg,  Geneva,  Hol- 
Wd  nnd  the  Huguenots.  They  use  an  established  form 
tf  wulmodv.'' 

As  tlic  ^i-skines  left  not  the  Church  of  Scotland,  but 
•T  «nrTU|)tioi)9,  so  these  men  in  withdrawing  from  the 
"udmoeities,''  engendered  by  unscriptural  customs,  ought 
telnhnnorej  for  their  attachment  to  gospel  principles. 
■MjTWBre  the  continuation  of  true  Presbyterianism  in  the 
**)biltind  aouthom  colonies.  In  conseouence  of  their 
■nuiliiini  repeated  applications  to  the  ecclesiastical  body 
j^whkh  be  br-lonited,  the  Rev.  John  M.ison  came  from 
yfclwl  to  Xew  York  ill  1761.  As  the  Enskinos  wero 
■jtmrntd  N*ceder»  in  Scotland,  so  a  certain  kind  of  char- 
1^1  Ua  not  that  which  is  "  the  very  bond  of  perfectnew,'* 
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attempted  to  fasten  this  epithet  upon  them.  ITencc,  snya 
the  biographer,  in  his  "  Memoirs  of  Dr.  Rofrere,"  they  had 
seceded  from  tlie  first  Presbyt£rian  church  bLcnuse, "  in- 
curably dissatisfied  with  the  system  of  psalmody,  which 
the  majority "  (not  the  denomination,  nor  any  church 
court,  but  one  session,)  "had  chosen  to  adapt."  By  "re- 
ceiving, observing,  keeping  pure  and  entire '  the  rehgioiM 
worship  and  ordinances  which  God  has  appointed  in  hia 
word,  "tliey,  the  'speeders,'  grew  and  prospered."  With 
the  exception  of  tVie  congregation  of  Newburvport,  which 
was  forced  out  of  Congregationalism  by  civil  enibarrass- 
ment«,  and  which  was  admitted  with  its  Congregational 
"  Bay  State  Version  "  of  the  psalms  by  the  Boston  Presby- 
tery, all  the  PreahyterianB  in  New  England  had  previou.sly 
and  during  this  quarter  of  a  century,  continued  to  use  tlie 
version  appointed  by  the  G<;neriil  Assembly  of  the  Church 
of  Scotland  in  1650,  to  be  sung  in  congregations  and  fami- 
lies. So  far  from  seceding  from  the  first  Presbyterian 
church  in  New  York,  the  proper  Presbyterians  were  over- 
borne by  those  of  New  England  origin  who  had  artfullr 
imported  and  introduced  the  139  psalras  as  "imitated^' 
and  Christianized  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Watts,  by  "carrying 
■  about  private  subscriptions  in  a  disorderly  manner," 
(Digest.)  Instead  of  being  justly  charged  with  seceding 
from  the  first  church,  they  simply,  as  Presbyterians,  be- 
lieved that  lawfully  constituted  church  courts  were  the 
proper  authorities  to  determine  and  change  the  worship 
of  God  as  to  matter  and  manner  in  "the  churches,"  and 
not  the  simple  "  majority  "  of  one  congregation  operating 
on,  through  or  by  a  session.  For  this  attaeliment  to  prin- 
ciple and  to  their  church  government,  they  are  sneered  at 
as  "incurably  dissatisfied." 

Had  this  "  incurable  dissatisfaction "  taken  and  held 
possession  of  "  the  first  church  "  of  New  York,  and  of 
those  who  have  followed  the  example  and  practice  of  that 
"majority,"  Presbyterian  ism  to-day  in  this  land,  instead 
of  heing  divided  into  its  different  "  schools  "  and  sectarian 
bodies,  would  have  stood  forth  with  a  maieaty  unequalled 
and  a  moral  power  unapproachable  by,  eitiier  separately  or 
combined,  the  divisions  of  Prelacy  or  the  ramifieationa  oF 
Congregationalism.  It  would  also  have  so  permeated  New 
England  as  to  aid,  if  not  enable,  Puritanism  to  throw  ofiT 
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the  blight  of  Socinianism — possibly  to  have  prevented  its 
existence. 

As  the  "little  cloud,  like  a  man's  hand,"  brought  abund- 
ance of  rain,  so  "  the  beginning  of  strife,"  and  not  the 
**  leaving  off  of  contention  "  by  that  "  majority  "  (on  Con- 
gregational principles)  in  a  single  congregation,  has 
jwuted  floods  of  error  and  division  among  those  who  were 
•and ought  to  have  continued  to  be)  brethren;  and  after 
the  experience  and  sectarian  rancor  of  above  a  century — 

"Time  but  the  impremion  deeper  makefl^ 
As  streams  their  channels  deeper  wear/' 
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CHAPTER  V. 

1763-1793— Development— The  era  of  growth— Prior  possension— Diffi- 
cdlties — Johfl  Murray — "  WixiIerH"*— A  dilerama — Ordained  in  Phil- 
adcljihia — Booihbnj — DiwiiiiBHed  hinmelf- He  developed  Pnabyte- 
rianuiQi  in  Maine — WalL-hed^Thefirstminule  respecting  him — Prts- 
bytery  of  Bdaton,  twelve  pastors — Yet  they  eoold  not  eilinguieli  him 
— Prenbylerj  at  Eantwurd— lis  conntitution— A  Fast-Day — Fnndji- 
raentala  in  five  articles — Each  cerlifien  his  former  Blanding — A 
quetition' — "The  town  clerk  read  the  contracts" — "Judged"— An ii- 
iiiBtration  of  the  ductility  of  Presby I erian ism— Samuel  Wheeler — 
Newmarket — Bo«cawen — ''Brute  Bea»li "— Ready  to  join  with  other 
Presbyteries — Send  a  mission  to  Salem  Presbytetr — "VarionB  ani- 
moBitiex" — Murray  at  32 — Losa  of  minutes  for  fifteen  years — TTia 
Boll  in  1770 — Division  into  a  Synod  proposed — Bev.  Geo.  Gilmope— 
John  Eliot — Mr.  Noble — Petit  ions— John  MorriBon— His  case  fearfiii 
— Joel  ii.  17 — Pa.rsons  and  Moorehead  in  strife — A  cilalion— Mr. 
Patrick- Blandford— Nottingham  — Hampton  Falls— Gilmore  or- 
dained in  1773 — McLean  installed  ntEristol — Moorehead  to  apologlia 
—An  expedient  disapproved — Moorehead's  death — Dr.  Whitlnker 
and  Salem  congregation  Bdmilted— Rev.  N.  Merrill — Psalroody — The 
"  felt  want " — Roltenneiw — VbIvk  defective — Supply — Ckmi.  to  Bostoo 
reported — Voted— Presbytery  at  Kastward — AniraoBities — Strict. dis- 
cipline— Murray  rqecled — Declinature  by  Long  Lane — They  called 
Murray,  he  promised  if — A  remonstrance — "  Qmim primum" — Amo- 
tnal  compact — Translation  of  M.  opposed — Valuable  congregation — 
Ten  years'  ownership — MoonliKht  of  Cbrislianily^Tlk — Calls — July 
4th— 1776  Presbyteiy  met— Debate— PatnonH'  death— Sermon  on  Orig- 
inal Sin — Reason  No.  5 — No.  8— Murray  "  transported  " — A  day  of 
desolation. 

Development  stands  prominently  forward  among  the 
beauties  of  nature  from  inception  to  maturity.  This  is 
applicable  not  only  to  the  animal  and  vegetable  king- 
dom)!, but  also  to  benevolent  associations  of  men,  and  ee- 
pecially  to  the  visible  church  in  all  ages — in  all  her  de-  ' 
partments — as  "the  pillar  and  ground  of  the  truth." 

We  have  sketched  the  introduction  of  Presby terianism 
into  New  England,  and  we  enter  upon  the  era  of  ita 
growth.    In  doing  this,  we  must  remember  that  the  field 
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nenot  only  limited,  but  ungenial,  under  the  ProcTUstean 
doDtioation  of  uDother  species  of  ecc1e«asticism  eustained 
by  its  own  civil  power. 

Heiice  "  tlie  oppressed  Irish  brethren  and  Presbyterian 
MnuigpTS "  had  to  " contend  earnestly  for  "  their  "faith  " 
Jwm  their  first  coming  to  New  England. 

The  exceptions  to  thia  were  found  only  where,  as 
pioDcere,  ihey  in  colonies  obtained  prior  poesessiou  of  the 
103,  and  removed  the  forest,  as  was  the  case  in  London- 
d«ny,  N.  U.  From  1743  till  1768,  by  native  increase  and 
immignition  from  this  one,  otlier  congregations  were 
imed  in  new  town?,  and  during  this  quarter  of  a  century, 
under  tlie  original  "  Irish "  and  Boston  Presbyteries, 
•one  of  tlicm  were  prospering  and  others  declining,  or, 
like  the  French  Church,  were  dead.  In  the  meantiuie,  in 
muring  on  this  period,  we  labor  under  difficulties  in  not 
kDowiiig  in  many  cases  what  was  done  by  the  church 
tooiU,  and  how  they  took  care  of  the  floclc  as  overseers ; 
(m  the  minutes  of  the  first  Presbytery  have  perished,  and 
the  records  of  the  other,  if  kept  at  tlie  time  Irum  1755  till 
1770,  are  lost.  From  fragmentary  sources,  however,  we 
I«ra  not  a  little  of  what  was  done  by  way  of  church  ex- 
toirion. 

Before  I  revert  to  church  courts,  to  congregations  and 
wtfUoi,  I  begin  with  one  man  wlio  fills  a  large  space  in 
ifce  lustory  of  Presbyteriunism  in  New  England.  John 
Ibtny  woe  boni  six  miles  from  Ballymena,  on  May  22d, 
i'Gi  united  with  the  church  at  fifteen ;  was  educated  at 
^University  of  Edinburgh,  where  lie  took  his  degree  of 
]LA.;  received  a  license  (as  he  claimed)  from  the  class  in 
Violer,  England,  signed  by  Isaac  Wood,  Moderator, 
Wwrt  Trotter,  clerk,  and  nmeteen  other  ministers,  and 
kputto  preach  at  eighteen  years  of  age.  He  was  soon 
■wrebat^d  with  forging  his  certificate  of  licensure,  and 
ottiractB  were  alleged  against  him  in  connection  with  tlio 
BMder  before  he  was  twenty-three. 

Vbtn  the  Presbytery  of  Ballymena  questioned  his  li- 
OBW,  be  itent  it  to  some  in  Edinburgh  to  liave  it  attested 
^Mch  OR  knew  the  hands  tliat  si^ed  it.  Instead  of 
iuiof  better  Ht«pB,  they  wrote  on  the  back  of  the  same 
|bMt  a  oertidcute  attesting  that  "  he  had  indeed  gone  to 
Rlttliliiaberland ;  had  certainly  been  licensed  there ;  had 
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preached  several  timea  in  Scotland  in  consequence  thereof, 
and  was  well  approved  by  them ; "'  and  then  sent  it  to  him 
signed  by  themselves,  with  the  words  moderator  and 
clerk  of  Presbytery  annexed  to  their  names,  which  they 
were  not.  This  certificate  caused  him  trouble  during  his 
whole  life;  for  being  shown  in  the  Synod  of  Ulster  at 
Londonderry  (although  by  another  in  his  absence  he  al- 
ways saidi,  it  immediately  became  an  object  of  attention. 
He  was  now  accused  of  forgery. 

Meanwhile  his  Scottish  triends  had  written  to  him,  oum- 
ing  the  fraud,  but  beseeching  him  not  to  ruin  them,  .is 
their  prospects  in  the  church  were  good.  Rather  than 
ruin  them  and  give  his  own  enemies  a  triumph,  which  at 
that  age  he  was  too  proud  to  endure,  he  defended  the 
paper  as  genuine.  {Ver.)  "When  hardly  twenty-one  he 
came  from  Ireland  to  New  York,  and  was  in  May,  1765, 
ordained  and  settled  for  several  months  as  successor  to  the 
Rev.  Gilbert  Tennent,  in  Philadelphia.  The  charge  fol- 
lowed him,  and  while  the  Presbytery  of  Phiiadelpliia 
acted  in  the  matter  with  -wisdom  and  prudence,  the  fint 
wrong  step  had  plunged  him  in  the  mire,  and  each  boo- 
ceeding  one  sunk  him  deeper.  He  wrote,  "  the  frown  of  s 
holy  God  was  on  the  thing,  and  every  measure  of  defence, 
either  promised  or  actually  taken  by  the  authirra  of  the  paper, 
only  increased  the  embarrassment  of  him  whom  ta&f 
meant  to  defend."  His  whole  cha^acte^■  now  became  sus- 
picious. Other  things  were  alleged,  but  never  judicially 
investigated,  although  influencing  the  result.  (  VermUyea,) 
He  obtained  certificates  from  the  Presbytery,  from  the 
elders  and  from  115  headu  of  families  in  his  congregation 
in  Philadelphia,  and  removed  to  Boothbay;  while  some 
months  after,  not  appearing  to  defend  himself,  the  case 
appeared  conclusive,  and  Presbytery  excommunicated  him 
on  April  7th.  1767. 

His  retrospective  view  of  the  case  will  (D.  V.)  be  after- 
wards presented. 

Such  is  the  written  account  of  hira,  and  without  casting 
away  current  historic  statements,  I  here  present  the  fol- 
lowing. The  reader  can  judge  the  discrepancy,  if  any,  in 
facts.  We  cannot  at  sight  appreciate  the  spiritual  con<M- 
tion  of  the  colonists  who  formed  the  Temple  and  I>unbiir 
emigrations  and  their  descendants,  for  many  years  after 
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luidiog  in  Maine.  Removed  from  the  extensive  enjoy- 
BJtiit  of  the  tneiine  of  yraee,  to  have  in  tlie  wilderness  only 
"alent Sabbalhii,"  their  proviuuH  knowledge,  love  ilnd  fear 
of  God  could  not  increuse,  iind  many  bec^auje  (it  is  be- 
liwed)  pxtetisively  indifferent.  They  did  not  totally 
tt^Kt  "the  assembling  of  themselves  to<:ether "  on  Sab- 
tatJia,to  fling  psalm?,  to  jiray,  read  the  Bivine  word  and 

ErttioHH  of  sermons,  or  other  religious  works,  which  they 
«l  brought  with  them.  Yet,  after  years  of  deprivation, 
ntJi  when  visited  occasioniilly  by  transient  jireacherp, 
ttidr  case  became  deplorable — "No  man  cared  for  their 
•oola,"  Even  the  Boston  Presbytery,  when  applied  to, 
Wdectcd  them,  [tiew.,  ]i.  272.) 

Doothbay  was  incorporated  December  22d,  1763,  and 
thfl  inhabitants  were  cheered  by  the  coming  of  Mr.  John 
Humy  in  thf  same  year.  (An  uncle  by  marriage)  Mr. 
Andrew  R»*d,  by  urgent  solicitatioas,  drew  him  to  visit 
Ilhaa.  R«^d,  when  a  younger  man,  spent  at  least  one 
wlMtr  for  weeks  at  a  distant  lonely  spot,  cutting  wood  and 
Mngin  a  camji.  On  his  return,  as  he  was  constantly  ex- 
potHto  tho  Indians,  to  wolves,  as  well  as  to  the  often  in- 
to* WVI,  ho  was  asked  if  he  were  not  afraid  ?  His  an- 
•wrwufl  energetic  and. to  the  point :  "  Had  not  I  my  Bible 
rtlh  tiie,  nnd  wm  not  that  enough  ?  " 

BcridcB  hu  intluence,  Robert,  the  father  of  John  Mur- 
■ff,  hxd  oome  to  reside  in  Townsend.  Hence,  says  Suw- 
•K  (j>.  846).  "  Ninety  pounds  sterling  per  annum  aa  a 
■lirjf  was  subscribed  at  once."  They  were  to  give  to  him 
No  bundnKl  acres  of  land  and  build  for  him  an  house. 
Atthc  church  record  has  it,  "The  Lord  spirited  up  tho 
iliaHtants  so  that  it  was  quickly  Jilled  up."  Still,  ho 
Wl  thorn  in  Feliruary,  17G4,  and  on  the  17tn  of  May  tlie 
ffAytery  of  New  York  reported  to  the  Synod  "  that  tliey 
luw  received  Mr.  John  Murray,  a  candidate  from  Ireland, 
*W  Ihoir  care,"  On  a  request  "  made  from  the  First 
"liladrlphia  Presbytery,  also  from  Mr.  Gilbert  Tenncnt 
■"■'  "  _■■■■  uation,  praying  supplies,"  Mr.  Murray  was 

'  four  habbaths,  in  July,  1764.  There,  ns 
■  was  ordained,  and  his  labors  were  emi- 
ni  building  up  that  church,  The  dew  of 
w  VL-uih  ^.,ls  lyiiw  upon  him,  and  not  a  few  rejoiced  in 
■iBuiiir}-,  uniil  his    sin  found  him  out."  Coneequeiitly, 
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on  May  22d,  1766,  the  first  Presbytery  of  Philadelphia  rft- 
ported,  "that  they  have  ordained  Mr.  John  Murray  since 
our  last  Synod ;  but  that  some  charges  since  that  were  laid 
in  against  him  respecting  his  moral  character,  which  are 
not  yet  decided  by  the  Presbytery."  His  case  was  then 
<lererred,  and  on  May  2lBt,  1767,  said  Presbytery  report, 
"  lliat  they  have  deposed  Mr,  Murray  since  our  last," 

Purhaps  the  people  in  Boothbay  did  not  know  all  the 
itbove  particulars,  but,  if  they  did,  their  commissi  oners  to 
the  Presbytery  at  Philadelphia  reported  difi'ereutly.  To 
him,  Andrew  Reed  wrote,  "  We  are  firmly  resolved  to  in- 
eist  upon  your  promise,  to  the  uttermost,  as  we  believe 
they  have  got  you  settled  there  by  I'raud  and  treachery, 
by  stopping  both  your  letters  and  ours"  (p.  347).  The 
Pteabytfiry  of  Philadelphia  did  not  heed  their  appeal,  and 
their  commissioners  went  before  the  Synod  of  New  York 
and  Philadelphia.  "The  petition  of  the  town  set  forth 
such  a  statement  of  fiicts  and  documentary  evidence,  thHt 
they  did  not  doubt  their  success,  if  once  tliey  came  before 
so  conscientious  a  court  us  the  Sj'nod."  {lit.)  "Andreir 
Reed  was  at  the  head  of  the  commission  in  prosecuting 
their  cause.  The  papers  were  all  returned  witli  the  min- 
utes of  Presbytery  whereby  Mr.  Murray  was  liberated,  ia 
manner  and  form  as  full  aa  desired."  (lb.  348.J 

"  In  three  months  be  returned.  The  town  officers  and 
people  gathered  under  the  new  frame  of  their  meeting- 
house, the  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer,  and  Mr.  Mur- 
ray stated  fully  all  their  transactions  with  him."  Whether 
true  or  false,  their  town  and  session  records,  and  his  own 
private  diary,  give  extensive  details  of  their  past,  then 
present  and  subsequent  procedure. 

In  the  meantime  such  a  mind  could  not  be  hermetically 
eealed,  even  in  the  primeval  forests  of  Maine,  On  coming 
to  New  England,  as  he  tliought  he  had,  as  an  ordained 
minister,  dismissed  himself  from  the  Philadelphians,  and- 
finding  a  number  of  his  own  countrymen  in  or  neat  tha 
place  of  his  adoption,  he  gathered  a  congregation,  ordaioeiS 
elders,  eventually  associated  with  himself  other  clergymeik 
previously  Congregationalists,  and  formed  the  Presbytery 
at  "  the  Eastward."  He  regarded  his  deposition  as  an  at. 
tempted  assumption  of  authority,  which  he  disclaime<SI 
As  the  Synods  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia  then  aloi».* 
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ei»ted,  and  as  neither  of  the  two  Presbyteries  of  New 
Kniiliifn]  liad  any  connection  with,  sind  no  subordination 
to  tliem  and  ae  he  (iid  not  trouble  either  of  them,  so  he 
(without  let)  spread  himself  out  in  his  work  of  the  min- 
-kliy.  While  ne  was  not  hinilered,  be  was,  however, 
tM^y  natiched. 

Od  May  12th,  17G8,  a  communication,  "  signed  by  eleven 
iMOciat«d  pastors '  in  Boston,  with  Mr.  John  Moorehead 
M  Ihrir  foot,  was  published  in  the  MassachusetU  Gazette, 
tai  in  uiewer  he  says,  in  an  '  appeal,'  dated  Boothbav, 
Jniie'22d,  1768:  'If  I  speak,  I  am  suspended;  if  I  preach, 
1  im  ^yzetted ;  if  silent,  deposed.' " 

While  their  regular  rtcords,  covering  the  date,  appear  to 
keloat,  the  following  stiitcnient  from  a  fragmentary  paper 
IwlieeD  preserved,  and  it  H|ieaks  plainly: 

'"The  first  minute  respecting  the  Rev.  Mr.  Murray  at 
iMdondvrry,  176i>,  when  Rev.  Mr.  Moorehead  was  present. 

"ThiB  Presbytery,  finding  that  the  settlement  of  Mr. 
John  Murray, ^t  Bimthhay  (Eastward),  is  irregular;  OuU 
k  (thoogh  professing  himself  a  Presbyterian  minister) 
Ju  not  offered  to  join  himself  to  any  Presbytery  of  New 
K^jtod  that  we  know  of.  That  he  stands  charged  with 
'~'  immoralities,  for  which  he  is  now  actually  under  a 
-  „-Jice  of  deposition  by  the  General  Synod  of  Ulster,  in 
Intuid.    That  some  parts  ul'  his  conduct  in  America  (to 

.  the  leastj  are  exceeding  dark  and  doubtful.  That  he 
■  living  under  a  censure,  and  has  been  rejected  by  the 
fwibytery  of  Philadelphia,  by  which  he  was  ordained. 

"In  consideration  of  these  things,  this  Presbyterv  is 
Uunimously  of  opinion,  that  it  is  proper  to  caution  t"heir 
BUnben  from  having  any  communion  with  the  said  Mr. 

'''"  "  "   y  would   not   practically  renounce 

_  whole  body  of  Presbyterians  in  the 

01ft«r,  Now  York  and  Philadelphia ;  and  b»  tbe^ 
\  txpose  themselves   to  the  discipline  of  this 

K„  v^  &  copy  of  this  minute  be  transmitted  to  each  of 
f '■flOOKrirpitionB  belonging  to  this  Presbytery. 


"Attwl, 


.  Strickiasd, 

"  Presbytery  Clerk." 


"$  hwbytcry  of  Boslon  then  consisted  of  twelve  set- 
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tied  paBtiorSj'with  their  eld  era,  and  this  "  minute  "manifeste 
an  average  "  taking  heed  to  themselves  and  to  the  flock 
over  the  which  the  Holy  Ghost  had  made  them  bishops." 

In  view  of  the  power  and  activity  of  the  man,  it  was  all 
necessary,  yet  it  did  not  extinguish  him ;  for  within  two 
years  we  have  regular  records  commenced,  from  which 
these  extracts  are  taken : 

"  Minutes  of  the  first  Presbytery  at  E^tward,  erected 
June  27th,  1771,  at  the  meeting-house  in  Boothbav  (now 
Maine},"  After  pleading  tiietr  destitution,  in  their  con- 
stitution it  is  stated :  "  It  having  pleased  Almighty  God  in 
his  adorable  providence  by  a  aeries  of  wonderful  st«])S  to 
bring  and  fix  one  ministej  of  Presbyterian  prinoiplea,  and 
to  convince  and  bring  over  thereto  two  others  of  the  Coa- 
gregational  way,  it  seemed  to  be  a  special  and  very  partic- 
ular call  to  them  to  associate  themselves  into  a  Presbv- 
tey  at  this  time,  and  they  judge<l  that  they  could  not  be 
safely  accountable  for  the  neglect  or  delay  of  that  im- 
portant step." 

"For  all  these  reasons, the  said  three  ministers,  after tbe 
most  mature  consideration  and  dihgent  weighing  of  this 
affair,  did  resolve  to  constilide  themselves  into  a  Presbytery 
by  the  name  of  the  Mret  Presbytery  at  the  Eaafiirard,  and 
having  for  that  purpose  conversed  with  their  own,  and  in- 
vited the  other  regular  Presbyterian  churches  here  th«t 
are  destitute  of  pastors  to  accede  to  it  by  sending  each 
their  elder  to  take  a  seat  with  them,  and  finding  that  tliu 
step  is  much  desired  by  the  generality  of  God's  people  in 
these  parts,  and  that  several  vacant  churches  nave  sent 
their  eldera  here  for  thiit  purpose.  Therefore  the  said 
ministers,  together  with  the  ruling  elders  assembled,  did 
resolve  that  this  day  be  Bet  apart  as  a  day  of  fasting  and 
prayer,  and  that  the  intended  Presbytery  be  constituted 
after  the  public  worship  is  concluded,  and  that  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Murray  is  chosen  to  lead  in  that  business.  But  that 
this  Presbytery  may  stand  distinguished  from  all  sectariea 
of  everj-  class,  we  think  it  our  duty  to  declare  expressly 
the  principles  on  which  as  fundamentals  the  same  b  "~ 
constituted,  which  are  as  follows : 

"  I.  We  hold  the  Scriptures  as  alone  of  absolute  authorit|r  ' 
in  all  matters  of  faith  and  duty. 
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■n.  The  doctrines  of  the  Westminster  Confession  of 
Tnith,  catechisms,  lai^er  and  shorter,  we  htUeve  to  he 
Smnded  on  the  Word  of  God,  and  as  such  take  them  to  he 
the  confession  of  our  faith. 

III.  We  adopt  the  Directory,  etc.,  for  substance,  re- 
wiTBthe  form  of  process,  first  and  second  Books  of  Disci- 
pline, with  the  Acts  of  Assembly  that  are  collected  by 
eleirart  and  Dundaa  for  the  substance  thereof. 

IV.  We  promise  due  submission  to  the  authority  of 
Prealjytery  in  the  Lord. 

V.  We  will  lay  ourselves  out  for  the  peace  and  up- 
building of  the  visible  church  in  this  region. 

"VL  We  will  never  withdraw  from  this  Presbytery  but 
bjitirelps.  etc. 

"VIL  We  will  receive  ministers  and  churches  on  this 
plio,  «tc 

"Vlir.  This  Presbytery  shall  h 

Km  SB  one  can  Ije  formed  within 

"IX.  We  confess  our  sins,  etc. 

"X  We  will  do  all  in  our  jiower  to  counsel  and  assist 
w  hrethren,  etc. 

"Upon  all  which  articles,  we,  the  subscribers,  do,  in  the 

Un  of  God,  constitute  ourselves  into  a  Presbytery  by 
Hltatn  prayer,  etc.,  and  in  consequence  thereof,  declare 
•BiwtvfB  possessed  of  all  jiowera  and  rights,  etc.,  Inwfiilly 
tUimMl  by  any  Presbytery  in  the  Christian  Church,  and 
■*«t(bro  we  tike  instruments. 

"Jn§EPH  pRixcK.  Moderator. 

■JoHK  MiLi.ER,  Presbytery  clerk. 

"JnH.\  MtJKRAV. 

"JoBx  Bk.*th.  ruling  elder  from  the  church  at  Boothbay. 
'D«VI|i  Dc^sixG,  eider  from  the  church  at  Brunswick, 
*Wlt.  I.N-BS,  ruling  elder  frnm  Bristol. 
'hn  Mbrrill,  ruling  elder  from  Topsham. 

"To  prevent  slanderous  reports  before  they  enter  on  any 
""""  jariicial  acts,   each  minister    certifies    his    former 


k  prince  was  onlained  by  a  council  in  1757.  After 
[  fourteen  vears  he  was  dismissed  hy  a  council 
mniende<l  hy  thetti,  npjiroved  bv  the  church,  and 
1  ctintmct  wilh  Ihr  North  I',iri»(i  in  Pownalboro, 
t.    Hia  clandiDjj  was  approved. 
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John  MiUer,  ordained  at  Brunswick  in  1762  hy  a  council, 
and  ia  now  the  settled  pastor  there.  He  ie  now  convinced 
of  the  defects  of  that  constitution,  and  cannot  lon^ier  In- 
long  to  that  sect,  and  is  fully  convinced  of  the  scriptural 
cliaracter  of  the  Preabytexian  plan,  and  ia  himself  a  Pres- 
byterian from  principle,  and  his  people  moatly  desire  to 
be  under  this  government,  and  have  sent  an  elder  for  this 
purpose,  etc.    They  then  enrolled  him  and  hia  cburcli. 

Question.  Can  Congregational  ordinatiou  bear  these 
brethren  out  in  a  judicial  capacity,  as  Presbyterians,  acl- 
ing  in  the  affairs  of  other  churches? 

Answer.  A  distinction  is  to  be  regarded  between  the 
essence  and  the  circumstance.  All  that  is  essential  to  or- 
dination ia  a  lawful  call — imixisition  of  hands  of  ordained 
Presbyters  with  fasting  and  prayer  in  circumstances  fpxotl 
fieri  non  debuil  factum  valet. 

The  ordaining  to  particular  churclies  is  very  erroneous, 
as  we  judge  ordination  makes  a  man  a  minister  through 
the  whole  visible  church. 

The  Rev.  John  Murray  presented  Iiis  declaration,  main- 
taining that  in  1765  he  was  ordained  a  minister  by  the 
first  Presbytery  of  Philadelphia,  and  installed  pastor  of 
the  second  church  there — that  he  was  dismissed  on  two 
testinioniala  (intending  to  go  to  Europe  on  account  of  hia 
health)  aa  a  minister  in  good  standing,  which  testimoniala 
he  produced  to  this  Presbytery — that  some  time  after  said 
Presbytery  suspended  and  then  deposed  him.  Being  oon- 
Bcioua  of  the  illegality  of  these  tbeii  acts,  he  took  no  iw- 
tice  of  them — that  he  came  here  and  was  installed  here  oa 
the  first  Thursday  of  August,  1766. 

No  Presbyterian  minister  being  near  enough,  be  led  in 
that  work  himself.  The  town  clerk  read  the  contracts  be- 
tween himself  and  this  people,  the  history  of  which,  at- 
tested by  the  session,  he  read  from  the  session  book.  He 
has,  consequently,  exercised  the  pastoral  office  in  all  its 
parts.  He  is  really  sorry  for  the  said  controversy  with  the 
said  Preabyterj",  and  desires  admission  here,  his  church 
Bending  their  elder  for  this  end.  Judged. — That,  as  the 
action  of  that  Presbytery  in  Philadelphia  was  after  his 
regular  dismission,  and  therefore  irregular,  he  bo  now  re- 
ceived, and  they  now  repone  liim.  Resolved — to  cultivate 
friendsJiip  with  other  Presbyteries  by  correspondence,  and 
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to  write  to  the  first  Presbytery  of  Londonderry,  N.  H., 
Ind  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Murray  be  our  delegate  to  meet  ivitli 
ttie  same  Preabytery  about  the  erection  of  a  Synod,  Meet- 
JoRS  to  be  held  third  Tuesdays  of  May  and  September. 

We  have  here  an  illustration  of  the  ductility  of  Presby- 
^rianisin,  almost  equal  to  prelatic  apostolical  succession 
itoeK^  and  which  during  the  lifetime  of  Mr,  Murray  mani- 
fested vitality.  Their  meetings,  according  to  at^ournment, 
were  held  from  yeal-  to  year  until  June  13,  1792,  and  their 
Moords  manifest  at  least  an  average  amount  of  ofliciii] 
tithfulness.  For  example:  On  May  19, 1772,  they  assigned 
Iriais  for  license  to  Mr.  Samuel  Wlieeler,  a  graduate  of 
Ounbridge,  whom  they  had  taken  under  their  care.  Tlicy 
liKt&  second  time  on  his  trials  on  September  7, 1772,  and 
•nin  on  October  6,1772;  and  at  Georgetown  on  NovenibiT 
18,1772.  they  met  a  third  time  pro  re  nata,  "examined 
InBi  in  the  usual  matters — and  as  to  his  piety." 

In  view  of  his  "  small  opportunities  ana  very  scanty  pro- 
pw,  they  are  only  constrained  by  the  urgent  necessity 
tf  Ihe  churches  to  think  of  licensing  liim  at  this  meeting." 
Surely  this  is  a  hard  account  of  a  graduate  of  Harvard 
CoUcfte.'but  nerhape  "  his  email  opportunities  "  may  refer 
toi  neglected  religious  education,  an  well  as  to  his  literary 
dindvaotagee.  He  subscribed  the  formula,  and  was 
Boaued  November  19,  1772.  "The  charge,  with  many 
futicnlar  cautiona,  was  given  by  the  moderator.  He  was 
nipoioted  to  Topsham  for  three  or  four  Sabbaths,  and 
»«i  to  study  in  private  till  next  meeting."  From  year 
tomr,  as  seen  by  the  records,  they  conducted  their  fudi- 
riuboainess" decently  and  in  order."  At  T(ipBham.()cto- 
t«,I773,  the  Rev.  Nathaniel  Ewer  ami  his  church-of  New 
meet,  N.  H.,  requested  admission.  To  ^prevent  difficulty, 
^* — -lerator  was  ordered  to  go  to  New  Market — state 
of  thia  Preebj'tery,  and  see  if  they  are  willing  in 
to  conform."  "The  same  to  be  done  at  Boa- 
similar  apjJication  is  made."  "Ministers 
pastoral  visitation  this  fall."  Ordered — that 
._  oeasts  killed  by  the  children  of  one  church 
belonging  to  another  church  member,  be  paid  for 
jirents."  This  was  equitable. 
due  examination,  as  ordered,  the  Rev.  Nathaniel 
and  hia  New  Market  congregation  were,  on  May  31, 
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1774,  received,  while,  for  varied  irr^ularities,  Wheeler 
■was  at  the  same  meeting  suspended. 

As  Presbytery  abhors  isolation  where  "  there  is  one 
faith,"  so  they  at  Pownalboro,  on  August  16,  1774,  "He- 
sohed  that  they  stood  ready  to  join  with  other  Presbyteriea 
in  New  England  upon  Christian  terms,  and  that  on  tltis 
subject  they  send  a  commissioner  to  the  Presbytery  at 
Snltm,  for  which  purpose  the  Eev.  John  Murray  was  ap- 
])iiinted,  find  to  carry  with  him  a  copy  of  their  constitu- 
tiiin."  Their  congregations  were,  on  October  12,  1774, 
when  they  met  in  Brunswick,  four,  beside  some  vucanctcB, 
of  which  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Joseph  Prince,  John  MiJIcr, 
John  Murray,  and  Nathaniel  Ewer  were  the  pastors. 

TJieir  commissioner  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the 
Presbytery  at  Salem,  Mass.,  but  various  animosities  still 
prevailing  among  the  ministers  that  way,  render  the  synod- 
leal  unioD  purposed  a  very  distant  object."  The  Presby- 
tery, considering  that  they  had  done  what  they  could  in 
the  matter,  resafved  to  proceed  no  farther  in  the  matter  at 
present. 

We  thus  find  the  Rev.  Mr.  Murray  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
two  the  clerk  of  a  Presbytery  of  which  he  could  kit, 
qiwrunt  magna  pars  _fiii — "of  which  I  have  been  a  great 
part,"  and  we  must  leave  liini  for  a  season,  and  chronolog- 
ically notice  some  of  the  matters  now  transpiring  ©lufr 
where  connected  with  our  subject. 

While  the  minutes  of  the  Uoston  Presbytery  are  not  r^ 
corded  from  1755  till  1770,  still,  in  different  ways,  Crom 
town  records  and  other  sources,  we  learn  in  mrt  tlie  pi^ 
gress  made  in  sustaining  and  ])ropagating  this  scripttintl 
church.order  in  their  hounds,  or  the  gospd  through  it. 

At  Pelham,  April  16th,  17<^,  on  the  roll  are  the  nonws 
of  John  Moorehead,  David  McGregor,  Alex.  McDuwdl, 
Robert  Burns,  Jonathan  Parsons,  Solomon  Prentice,  and 
Alex.  Boyd,  and  we  find  their  records  resumed  tlius: 

"A  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  reverend 
Presbytery,  now  called  the  Presbytery  of  Boston,  conBist- 
inBoftwelvecongregations,whose  ministers  are  as  ioIIowb:" 
Jonn  Moorehead,  Boston;  David  McGregor,  Ijondou- 
derry;  Jonathan  Parsons,  Newhuryport;  Daniel  Mitchetli 
Pembroke;  John  Houston,  Bedford;  Moses  Baldwin, 
Kingston ;    Blcliard  Graiiam,   Pclliani ;    Samuel    Pezlcu* 
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6ea  Brook ;  Thomas  Pierce,  Scarboro,  Me, ;  John  Morri- 
»n,  i'elersburch ;  Siuioo  WjllianiB,  Windham ;  John 
KUieklatid,  Oukhain. 
_M«t  at  Boston  ftccording  to  appointment  October  24th, 
1770,  when  it  was  unaninjously  reaolved  that  a  time  and 
riaoe  be  appointed  for  an  aclual  divi^iion,  Mr,  Gilmore 
Wi  fiillilltiU  Lis  appointuieiiUi  of  tlie  last  session,  and  was 
new  appointed  to  Vohmtown  for  the  winter.  They  de- 
fmed  presenting  a  call  from  l^Ierrimac  to  Mr,  Noble  until 
Sarv  Tvotdve  more  light  respectiuK  a  greater  unanimity. 

Mr.  John  Eliot  offered  himself  as  a  probationer,  pre- 
•ented  testimonials  very  satisfactory,  together  with  a  nar- 
nilive  of  the  work  of  God  on  his  soul,  of  which  the  Pres- 
lirtery  unanimously  approve,  and  he  was  received. 

FintUng  peace  increasing  in  their  hounds,  and  their 
UKmbers  scattered  at  inconvenient  distances  from  Palmer, 
.,  to  Scarboro,  in  Maine,  they  now  resolve  upon  pre- 
g  the  way  for  the  formation  of  a  Synod  with  Presby- 
_.  9f  oonvenieut  bounds ;  at  their  meeting  in  London- 
ffcrrv^  May  29th,  1771,  owing  to  the  absence  of  Moorehead 
tRd  Parsons,  the  project  of  forming  a  Synod  was  further 
lUajted.     /nff  r  alta. 

Keocived  the  complaint  of  David  Steele  and  \Vm.  McNee 
■Cunst  the  Rev.  John  Morrison,  of  Peterboro,  and  ap- 
fnntMl  a  committee  of  five  ministers,  with  their  elders, 
to  meet  there  and  tiaally  determine  the  affair  now 
inding. 

At  Seabrook,  N.  H,,  Aupust  20th,  1771,  their  meeting 
*»  opened  with  a  sermon  by  the  Rev.  D.  McGregor  from 
W  u.  17.  'liiifi  subject  might  have  been  suggested  by 
Ihe  attittule  of  Moi>relu'ad  and  Parsons  towiir^ls  each 
••W.  Tbey  had  "  fallen  out  by  the  way,"  and  whether  age 
^  If  wa^  not  maturing  for  each  of  them  "a  crown  of 
'iftktMUiinea^,"  in  them  "the  wrath  of  man  was  not  work- 
H^  riehtcouaneas  of  God." 

_^lo  Moorehead'a  reasons  for  absence  were  sustained, 
TOiog,  wh«u  asked  his  reasons  for  non-attendance  for 
•■Wtnne  past,  stated  that  "a  jiersonal  difference  between 
Aw  K  controlled  hiis  l«ieling>4,  that  he  could  not  in  con- 
•■iWo  Bit  in  court  with  Mooreliead  until  it  l>e  settled." 
«i  hii  f1at«menta  to  members  of  Presbytery,  it  was  found 
^  the  conscience  of  Mooieheud  operated  in  the  sams 
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way  toward  Parsons;  and  Moorehead  was  enjoined  to  lay 
his  grievances  in  a  legal  way  before  the  Presbytery  at  its 
next  meeting.  The  dividing  of  the  Presbytery  was  post- 
poned ;  the  moderation  of  a  cali  to  Blandford  was  granted ; 
Nottingham  was  received  under  Presbytery ;  Mr.  Morrisoa 
was  restored  to  full  standing,  and  to  the  exercise  of  his 
ministry  in  Peterboro,  N.  H.  And  in  view  of  this,  the 
Eev.  Mr.  McGregor  was  appointed  "to  write  to  the  con- 
gregation a  letter  suitJiblo  to  their  circumstances,  recom- 
mending to  thera  a  punctual  attendance  on  the  stated  ad- 
ministration in  their  own  pariah.  At  Newburyport,  May 
13th,  1772,  six  ministers  present  and  five  absent.  As  Mr, 
John  Morrison  had  left  Peterboro,  a  citation  was  sent  to 
the  Rev.  Mr,  Sproat,  of  Philadelphia,  to  present  to  him, 
and  an  account  of  his  late  conduct  was  to  be  forwarded  to 
the  same. 

The   Rev.   Messrs.   McGregor  and  Williams  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  endeavor  to  effect  a  reconcihation 
between  Moorehead  and  Parsons  before  the  next  meetiiig. 
The  dividing  of  the  Presbytery  was  again  "  postponed  to 
the  next  session."    Mr.  Patrick  was  recommended  to  take 
the  call  presented  to  him  into  his  serious  consideration, 
and  the  Elders  of  Nottingham  were  to  be  installed  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Williams  before  next  meeting.     It  was  voted^ 
That  the  Rev.  Mr.  M'illiams  engross  Uie  papers  belonging 
to  Presbvtery  in  a  book;  that  Messrs.  McGregor,  HoU3tor»_ 
and  Williams  direct  the  missionary  labors  of  Mr.  Gilmor^a 
in  the  vacancies  under  Presbytery;  and  that  a  letter  b^ 
written  to  the  society  of  Hampton  Falls,  respecting  theix 
late  conduct  since  they  were  received  under  our  care, 

Mr.  Patrick  accepted  the  call  from  Blandford,  and  his 
ordination  and  installation  were  appointed  to  take  place 
on  the  last  Thursday  of  June  next. 

"Voted,  that  the  Rev.  Messrs.  McLelland,  Jones,  Smith 
and  Thair  be  invited  to  take  part,"  Londonderry,  May 
26th,  1773. 

"Resolved,  That  Mr.  Parsons'  excuse  be  suspended ;  that  j 
Mr.  Moorehead  be  cited  once  more  to  appear  before  Pres-  I 
bytery  to  give  an  account  of  his  non-attendance,  to  apoI»-  \ 
gize  for  his  absence  several  years  past,  '  and  to  exiJnin  \ 
some  things  in  his  last  letter  which  in  our  opinion  need  a 
comment. 
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Definite  ftrrangementa  were  now  to  be  made  by  ap- 

minted  parties  for  the  creclic>n  of  the  proposed  Synod. 

Presbytery  now  signified,  very  properly,  "  its  disappro- 

ilion  of  the  expediency  of  an  adjotirnctl  meeting  ot  an 

Iqtial  number  of  Presbyterian  and  Conpropationalist  niin- 

faters  in  order  to  settle  the  affairs  of  Oakham,  and  con- 

ider  the  Rev.  Mr.  Strickland  and  the  Presbyterians  thero 

inadvertent  in  coming  into  such  an  expedient.     Preeby- 

Iwy  now  appointed  to  sit  on  the  last  Wednesday  of  May 

J>«1  (1774 ),  at  Rev.  Mr.  Baldwin's : "  now,  witiiout  stating 

*hen  or  how  Mr.  Baldwin  was  removed  from  Palmer  to 

KingHton,  called  '"Mr.  Baldwin's"  on  their  minutes. 

Londonderry,  July  2d,  1773,  Presbytery  met  according 
tauljournment.  A  committee  reported  that  they  had  or- 
dtioH  Mr,  Geoi^e  Gilmore,  who  had  landed  in  "Philadei- 
phia  September  9th,  1769,  and  installed  the  Rev.  Alexan- 
<Ur  McLean  at  Bristol,  Maine,  on  May  26tli,  according  to 
Vpoiiitment.  Mr.  Gilmore  was  instructed  to  consult 
vim.  McGregor,  Hoiftton  and  Williams,  respecting  his 
pHohin^  in  the  vacancies  in  their  parts.  The  Rev.  Alex- 
•Bdw  McLean  was  received  on  testimonials  from  the  Prea- 
tytery  of  New  Brunswick. 

We  have  seen  the  Rev.  John  Moorehead  suspended  by 
ll>*  rx)ndondcrry  Presbytery,  and  now  he  has  fallen  under 
tbtdiifuloasurenf  the  one  which  he  was,  more  lai^ely  than 
iny  otlicr  person,  the  agent  in  erecting.     The  opposite 

Stions  toward  Murray  which  they  took,  was  the  par- 
te "  root  of  bitterness  "  which  had  sprung  up  between 
•tan.  Parsons  sustained  him  and  Moorehead  opposed 
Whl  They  were  "men  of  like  passions  with  others, '  and 
lfc«?  had  parted  sorrowfully.  Moorehead  for  years  suffered 
■nwr  "a  cruel  disease,"  which  might  have  somewhat 
jfeted  his  equanimity  and  patience,  and  which  at  last 
Bnni^l  him  suddenly  to  the  grave.  "  On  the  Lord's  day 
"pfrwhed  twice. seemingly  in  better  health  than  he  had 
wofor  a  long  time  before.  But  his  diaense  returned  that 
■yind  continued  till  his  death,  on  Thursday,  December 
H1778.'-' 

^*OtUm  ■  vvrv  fnvuriLblc  notiue  »  givaa  in  the  MansichKtttH  GaMte, 
fcjuhwWi.  1 773. 

*uililnj-mti>:*«it>  (1730-17(19)  Mr.  Moore liewl  bH|Hi«J  091  per- 
•■^Md  in  rurtj'-tlirec  years  marrieil  447  couiilcs.  He  ceu«l  lo  bap- 
te|»«h>«u  t^  hla  record)  four  yean  before  Im  deatli,  yet  coQlinaed 
■tamj  imUt  August,  1T73." 
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But  to  return  to  the  Boston  Presbytery.  We  find  that 
although  Congregationalism  was  now  145  years  old,  it  did 
not  bind  the  churches  on  the  spot  of  il«  birth  in  Salem  in 
hnrmony.  It  was  not  "sufficiently  divine"  to  do  this, 
Hence,  at  a  meeting  at  Kingston,  N.  H.,  on  May  2Gth, 
1774,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Nathaniel  Whittaker  and  his  cougr^a- 
tion,  of  Salem,  Mass.,  were  admitted. 

Rev.  John  Morrison  was  again  cited  to  appear  for  trial. 
Not  only  did  the  Presbytery  take  heed  to  the  wrong-doing 
of  pastors,  such  as  Morrison,  but  also  to  the  membership 
of  the  church,  for  Thomas  Quintin,  James  Kelly  and  then: 
wives,  under  discipline,  were  at  this  time  acquitted  of 
charges  antinuptial  and  re-admitt«d  to  churcb  privileges. 

Then  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Nathaniel  Slerrill  and  Aaron 
Hutchison  appeared,  gave  good  satisfaction  respecting  thwc 
standing,  and  stated  their  motives  for  embracing  the  dis- 
cipline of  the  Presbyterian  church.  In  view  of  which  they 
were  received  into  full  fellowship,  and  a  committee  wera 
appointed  to  sit  in  the  congregation  of  Boscawen,  N.  H., 
to  consult  matfers  there  between  the  Rev.  Mr.  Merrill  and 
that  society,  and  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  receiving 
it  under  watch  and  care.  A  similar  committee  were  ap- 
pointed to  visit  Biandford,  and  finally  determine  matt^ 
respecting  the  Rev.  Mr.  Patrick  and  that  society. 

Changes  are  usually,  or  at  least  oftentimes,  rung  upon 
all  departments  of  the  Cliristian  churcli  each  half  centurjf, 
and  so  it  was  here.  Up  1;i!!  this  period,  May  26th,  1774, 
those  who  were  trained  up  Presbyterians  had,  in  worshiji, 
used  the  book  of  Psalms,  while  those  who  were  noviceti  m 
Presbyterian  ism,  or  viewed  it  as  a  good  expedient,  or 
adopted  it  as  the  path  to  thrift,  brought  with  them  wW 
they  previously  used  in  praise  as  Congr^ationalists,  mo- 
bably  in  most  cases  "  the  Bay  State  version "  of  Elliot, 
Mather  and  Weld. 

The  fathers  had  passed  away,  and  now  a  new  generation 
were  acting  "who  knew  not  Joseph."  The  139  malins, 
imitated  by  Dr.  Watts,  had  been  offered  in  the  BostoD 
market  since  1741.  Thirty-three  years  of  warfare  had  al- 
most silenced  "  the  Bay  State  version,"  and  now  tlie  Re". 
Moses  Baldwin  has  for  the  imitations  "  a  felt  want,"  and 
the  Presbytery  "  having  discoursed  ui>on  the  afiair," 
him  liberty  to  use  them  at  "discretion." 
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Rottenness  now  entered  into  the  bones  of  their  Presby- 
lerianisiu,  and  although  their  congresiitionB  were  exten- 
rively  increased  in  numbers,  and  expanded  Into  a  Synod, 
•et  it  only  lasted  for  a  few  years,  ana  collapsed  like  a  bal- 
fcon  in  mid-lieavena  when  the  valve  became  defective. 
Tho  division  of  Presbytery  was  farther  postponed.  Hutehi- 
■on  and  Gilmore  were  appointed  to  supply  the  vacancies, 
P^lhani,  Dunbarton,  Francestown  and  Weirtown,  New 
Emction. 

Silem,  Mass.,  September  13th,  17T4,  Presbytery  met. 
Morrison  was  again  cited.  It  was  found  that  a  committee 
luj  bwm,  since  Mr.  Moorehead's  death,  sent  to  Boston, 
Tbey  reported,  their  minutes  were  read  and  approved  by 
iWbytery. 

"Votod  unanimon'-lv.  That,  in  consequence  of  his  peni- 
tOilial  confcgsioii,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Patrick  be  restored  to  good 
MmdinK,  and  while  he  is  permitted  to  exercise  his  minJs- 
loin]  function,  his  dismission  from  his  congregation  is 
omtinued  till  next  meeting.  The  appeal  from  Blandford 
vnBUStained,  and  it  is  to  be  tried  at  next  meeting, 

"Ordered,  That  Uie  Rev.  John  Houston  be  appointed  to 
tiUe  complaints  against  the  Rev.  John  Morrison  at  next 
Bwtinft,"  at  Salem,  September  15th,  1774. 

Ab  noticed,  the  iye»bytfry  ai  the  Eusltoard  ajipointed  at 
Ttarnnlboro,  on  August  16th,  1774,  the  Rev.  John  Murray 
IB  fD  u  n  oomniiasioner  to  the  Boston  Presbytery  to  meet 
ttftUem  at  this  date,  and  that  he  re])iirtcd  ihat  "  various 
■niinorities  »till  prevailed  between  the  ministers  that  way," 
in  he  did  not  Htat«  that  he  was  the  cause,  or,  at  least,  the 
Kcuion  of  them.  He  had  previously  intimated  a  desire 
to  unite  with  the  Boston  Presbytery.  This  Moorehead,  in 
Tiarof  hia  case,  sternly  opposed,  while  Parsons,  admiring 
tht  man,  and  having  less  veneration  for  strict  Presbyterian 
4iMi|4ine,  advocated  it.  Hence,  during  the  last  years  of 
ftwBfee,  "brotherly  love"  between  them  was  hot  per- 
■HBtf  to  "  continue." 

Ob  considering  at  this  meeting  the  propriety  or  imnro- 
pMjf  of  "receiving  him  in  charity  as  a  Christian  brotner, 
**iOUTied  in  the  negative,"  Parsons,  Houston,  Williams, 
W»,  Smitli  and  Crawford  dissenting.  These  were  for 
^ivinjt  Mr.  Murray  and  probably  hie  Presbytery.  Dur- 
Bf  ibc  post  man  moDthd,  mux  the  death  of  tlie  Bev.  Mi. 
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Moorehead,  the  Long  Lane  congregation  in  Boston  had 
become  anxious  to  cull  him  as  their  pastor,  and  this  could 
be  done  only  hy  the  authority  of  the  Boston  Presbytery, 

In  order  to  present  to  him  their  call  and  install  him, 
that  court  must  first  receive  him,  or  recognize  the  lawful 
construction  of  his  Presbytery  which,  spider-like,  he  had 
l)roduced  from  his  own  personal  trejiaures  of  Prcsbyterial 
power.    This  they  did  not  do. 

Hence,  not  only  the  "animosities,"  but  also  the  fact, 
that  on  September  20th,  1774,  the  Long  Lane  congregation 
entered  their  "  declinature  "  of  the  authority  of  the  Boston 
Presbyterj',  while  a  minority  of  thirty  adhered  to  it. 
Hence,  the  succeeding  fact,  that  at  Brunswick,  on  October 
12th,  1774,  Mr.  John  McLean  presented  a  call  from  the 
congregation  in  Boston  to  have  the  Rev.  John  Murray  re- 
moved there.  This  call  was  by  "the  Presbytery  at  the 
Eastward"  considered  regular,  as  the  congregation  had 
declined  the  authority  of  the  Boston  Presbytery,  and  it 
was  (as  such)  sustained. 

Now  "  Greek  met  Greek,"  and  "  then  came  the  tug  of 

war."     His  host  of  friends  in  Boothbay  became  aroused 

When  the  call  was  presented  to  him,  he  promised,  that  iC 
his  "  people  first  had  a  hearing  by  tlieir  commissioneTa  ^ 
that  he  would   then  submit  the  matter  entirely  to  th^s 
Presbytery,  and  endeavor  to  be  obedient  to  their  decision.  ** ' 

On  the  next  day  Mr.  John  Beath  (formerly  from  Lork.  j; 
Lane  congregation,  but  now),  the  Elder  from  Boothbay?, 
presented  a  remonstrance  on  behalf  of  said  church  ar^^ 
town,  against  any  measure  being  taken  for  Mr.  Murrasr's 
removal  to  Boston,  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  ke  j)[ 
in  relentig  and  copies  given  to  both  parties. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  at  Brunswick,  on  Noveral>«(r 
23d,  1774,  5lr.  John  McLean,  as  commissioner,  was  con- 
fronted by  Messrs.  John  Beath  and  Paul  Reed  as  commis- 
sioners from  Boothbay,  and  by  commissioners  presenting     ; 
a  remonstrance  from  the  church  in  Bristol.  J 

The  alimentation  was  earnest  and  long  on  both  aidea,  I 
and  McLean,  resorting  to  delay,  adduced  various  reamns  I 
why  his  request  should  be  granted,  which,  owing  to  the  I 
thinness  of  the  meeting,  occasioned  by  the  severity  of  th©  1 
weather  and  the  desire  of  having  the  judgment  of  the  full  ' 
Presbytery,  was  agreed  to,  and  the  matter  was  deferred. 


IN  NKW   ENGTAND. 


157 


At  Brunswick,  May  8th,  1775.  While  Mr.  McT.*an  did 
Jol  nppciir,  etiil  the  minutes  and  his  ]>njiers  were  before 
lilt*  court,  togetlier  ivith  a  letter  from  the  session  of  tlie 
LoDK  Ijinc  church.  These  were  read,  and  the  Presbytery, 
iJW  "  mature  conBideration  of  the  case,  owing  to  the 
|nucity  of  iiiembeTS  present,  resolved  to  adjourn  the  deci- 
non  of  that  uS'air  till  next  meeting,  and  tiie  clerk  was  or- 
dered to  enclose  in  his  answer  to  said  letter  a  copy  of  the 
ninute  fuum  primum." 

Measures  were  now  taken  for  some  relief  for  Topshom 
omgnsation,  which  was  then  vacant,  while  Samuel 
Vi'hwli^r  continued  to  roam  about  and  preach  there,  hftv- 
iiqtlirown  off  all  restraint,  and  vexed  the  people  so,  that 
thrj  refuiwd  iilmost  universally  to  hear  him.  Any  minis- 
tttof  the  body,  when  requested  liy  their  session,  was  au- 
liurized  to  baptize  the  children  of  parents  recommended 
bf  the  session. 

An  appiicution  from  the  Presbyterian  church  in  New- 
buyport,  praying  that  said  church  and  the  Rev,  Jonathan 
RuiHHis,  tlieir  pastor,  be  received  under  th<i  watch  and 
fare  of  thiK  Presbytery,  was  now  made.  They  were  re- 
teived  accordingly.  Mr.  Parsons  was  installed  there  on 
Much  Idth,  1746,  by  a  mutual  compact  between  himself, 
And  tlie  clerk  replying  for  the  rest.  His  constitution  was 
<l*licate  since  1754,  and  in  1772  his  public  labors  were  sub- 
|Knd«l  by  sickness.  He  had  years  previously  asked  for  a 
nllesgue,  and  as  he  had  entertained  friendship  for  Mr. 
UurTKV,  so  his  congregation  now  extended  to  him  a  call, 
And  "  Mr.  Moses  Liitlo,  their  commissioner,  was  heard  on 
l«ii  rcasoOB  therefore."    The  translation   was  vigorously 

2|«sni  by  the  congregation  of  Boothbay,  who  had  now 
'  jtaiB  actively  endeavored  to  maintain  their  rights 
funA  those  who,  as  well  as  themselves,  "  coveted  ear- 
■•Uj  tlie  best  gifts."  Hence  the  proaecutiou  of  the  case 
*»oeliirr<^. 
On  "Thursday,  May  9th,  1776,  upon  reading  the  min- 
UE>,Dii  to  the  Boston  call,  it  was  moved  and  seconded, 
M  a*  lh<.Tt  was  now  a  full  meeting  of  members,  and  that 
w  bterest  of  that  valuable  congregation,  of  which  tlia 
"•"wrt  tenderness  is  an  especial  duty  in  its  present  dis- 
^■iiniglit  greatly  suflTer  by  our  deferring  juugmeut  any 
™pr."    The  call  and  relative  papers,  the  protest  and  re- 


monstrance,  and  the  abstracts  of  the  reasone  of  Both  par- 
ties were  read.  The  I'rtsbytery  then  considered  their 
Eowers  in  regard  to  the  removal  of  any  pastor  within  their 
ounds,  and  that  they  had  now  ample  light  in  the  matttr 
of  the  Boston  call,  resofoetZ  as  follows,  (i.e.):  "It  is  the  judg- 
ment of  this  Presbytery,  after  a  serious  consideration  of 
the  matter,  respectine  the  removal  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Murray 
from  his  pastoral  relation  to  the  cliurcJi  in  Boothbay  io 
the  church  in  Boston,  that  it  is  by  no  means  expedient  in 
the  present  state  and  circumstancea  of  that  town  and 
people." 

Thus,  after  nineteen  months  of  exertion,  the  people  in 
Long  Jjine  were  disappointed.  It  is  true  the  people  nt 
Boothbay  had  a  lawful  claim  of  ten  years'  ownership,  and 
were  the  man's  own  ecclesiastical  oflsprinjj,  but  they  were 
now  established  in  the  tiiith,  and  might  have  found 
another  pastor,  although  itot  of  ei^ual  power  and  nttrnct- 
iveness.  Not  only  so,  as  Presbytenans  had  then  and  Iistb 
now  no  abiding  hold  of  their  church  estate,  so  that  Uiey 
can  under  civil  law  enjoy  the  use  of  it;  and  the  people  in 
Ixtng  I^ane  held  theirs,  amounting  then  to  about  one 
twenty-four  hundreth  part  of  the  town  of  Boston,  by  a  trust 
deed  of  a  charitable  use  and  nature,  Mr.  Murray,  with  hie 
powers  ajid  piety,  might  have  instru mentally  retained  the 
foothold  which  Presbyterian  ism  then  had,  extended  widely 
"  the  doctrine  of  God  our  Saviour,"  and  curtailed  exlen- 
fiively  that  volume  of  error,  which  eventually  culminated 
in  the  moonlight  of  Christianity,  Unitarian  Congr^atitn? 
alism. 

He  had,  however,  other  missions  to  fulBl;  after  taking 
the  steps  which  we  have  noticed,  the  Presbytery  the  saim 
day  heard  the  commissioner  from  Newburyport  in  sup- 
port of  the  call  from  tliat  church  to  Mr.  Murray. 

On  July  3rl,  1776,  the  Presbytery  met  at  New  Market 
when  the  clerk  reported  that  in  obedience  to  the  order  ts 
our  last,  he  has  transmitted  the  minutes  respecting  the 
Boston  call  to  the  session  of  the  Presbyterian  church 
there.  After  reading  the  remonstrance  from  Boothbay, 
the  petition  from  Newburyport  was  heard,  and  on  Thurs- 
day, July  4th,  ITT't,  Presbytery  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment, when  the  respective  reasons  for  and  against  tlie 
KcwburyjKirt  call  were  heard  In  detuil.    After  long  dfr 
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tate,  th«  commissioner  from  Boothbay  moved,  and  the 
Mhera  coucurred  to  defer  it. 

On  that  eventful  day  Preabytery  also  granted  vacant 
'diurobes  the  liberty  to  send  each  two  ruling  eiders  to  etich 
mc«ting  of  Presbytery.  "  Eventful "  because  that  while  the 
decimation  of  independence  was  not  signed  until  the 
teciiod  day  of  August  following,  it  was  ailupted  on  July 
Wi.  1776. 

At  the  next  meeting,  on  October  9th,  at  Falmouth,  it 
*us  re]»orted  that  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Parsons  had  died 
July  19th,  1776,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one — aome  two 
jrrats,  seven  months  and  seventeen  days  after  his  former 
oo-preabyter,  Moorchead.  It  is  matter  of  sorrow  that  they 
i«e  alienated  fVom  each  other  at  death. 

Afl  Parsons  and  his  congregiition  (at  his  demise)  were 
tniler  "the  Presbytery  at  the  Eiastward,"  Newbiirvport, 
WW,  that  Boston  was  out  of  the  way,  desired  the  ser- 
Tfctt  of  this  pre-eminent  man.  For  him  they  persistently 
■nlini,  and  tor  years  Boothbay  as  vigorously  protested. 
Hrauie  we  find  that  at "  Cape  Elizabeth,  on  June  14th,  1780, 
Jlfttta«t;rmon  by  Prince  on  the  doctrine  of  original  sin," 
ed  in  the  sixth  chapter  of  the  Confession  of  Faith, 
to  the  order  of  our  last,  Mr.  Murray's  removal 
bbay  waa  opposed,  and  answered  by  a  series  of 
Of  these,  number  five  was  ''for  preaching  to  and 
from  desolation  the  largest  congregation  in  New 

— „ A,  where  there  are  not  less  than  ten  times  the  num- 

fcttof  hearers  he  can  preach  to  at  Boothbay."  "Eighth, 
fcraaring  that  numerous  society  from  being  overrun  with 
trnn,  its  government  overcome,  and  itself  spht  and 
niutd." 

,*Por  these  reasons  the  Presbytery  required  and  en- 
joiatd  said  congregation  at  Kewburyport  to  receive  and 
Mfaujwled^e  him,  the  said  Rev.  John  Murray,  as  their 
1  pa«tor  in  the  Lord,  by  virtue  of  their  call,  his  ac- 
^buoe,  and  the  solemn  act  of  transportation  as  fully  to 
•ilintenla  and  purposes  whatever,  as  by  any  other  sort  of 
'  '■'•'aflation  or  mduction  thereunto,  and  to  yield  to  all 
^iibgal  and  constitutional  acts  of  office,  all  ftiithful  sub- 
nond  obedience  in  the  Lord.  And  at  all  times  to 
i  la  tiiem  lies  to  strengthen  his  hands  and  en- 
'  's  heart  under  the  peculiar  difficulties  of  the  sit- 
t  whidi  he  ia  hereby  placed." 
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This  was  a  day  of  desolation  for  the  congregalaon  at 

Boothbay.  They  had  for  nearly  fourteen  years  hung 
with  devotion  on  his  lips ;  in  seasons  of  vast  and  iuiniinent 
danger  tliey  had  shared  with  him  perils  of  which  he  was 
extensively  both  the  cause  and  tlie  occasion ;  and  no# 
they  were  by  the  demands  of  Divine  Providence  and  the 
authority  of  tlieir  own  Presbytery  bereft  of  liim  for  whom 
for  some  six  years  they  had  with  heroic  fortitude  eon- 
tended  against  judicious  and  able  eommifisioners  from 
other  churches.  All  tliat  can  now  be  officially  done  ia  not 
negilected. 

For  them  Presbytery  express  and  record  their  pro- 
found "  sympathy."  They  were  then  "  sheep  having  no  " 
under  "sbepnerd;  "and  wliile  on  August  11th,  1784,  Pres- 
bytery "received  a  letter  from  Boothbay,  requesting  a 
Bupply,"  they  do  not  appear  to  have  received  any  of  a  per- 
manent character,  and  tliey  eventually  in  the  subsequent 
eight  years  in  common  with  all  Presbyterianism  in  Maine, 
fell  asleep  in  the  oblivious  embrace  of  surrounding  and 
assimilatmg  Congregationalism. 


i 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


18-1799 — DifBculUea— They  kept  watch— '  DiBannexed" —Bon tine 
iduai — "  Coriil«cernliiig" — Feninle  nienibeni  to  be  received  if  they 
Mun — Urquliiirl-- Hill  til — Merrill'B  dinur[5»ioiL^Boi<[on  wviety  vilvA 
— HoVMnber,  1 774— "  t>)n.«iderillg  the  miin" — A  pluri  for  u  Syiioit 
OTCrtond — Saleni  Church  burnt — Aid — Dartmouth  Col leice — HtiltL- 
ban'!  petition — RuvomniendatioTi  of  a  pluii  of  Synod — Three  Pretv- 
yfUom — Forbearance  ft  duty — Paaiorai  viHilatioii  and  catechi»ing 
ngowDeiMted — Not  too  clone  to  their  notes  in  the  ptilpit — Expsmtion 
nmoimendcd — Liocnse — fublicalioo  nf  Banns  rvcomraended — 8iip- 
li»-Syi>ad  formed  May  31,  17T5— Met  at  7.30  a.  m.,  June  lat— 
'  ihart  onlaincd  at  Bt.  George's  in  September — Merrill  al  Pelham 
iber — Taguart  atika  for  Jicenae — Hia  eiamiiiaiion — I-icenw 
Church,  Salem — Withdrawing  irregularly — The  i-ircum- 
"  ibe  timed — The  nmell  of  gun-powder — A  priori— A  {km- 
^JofAtd  the  WeBlniinuer  Confession  of  Faith  and  called  the 
,']lew  EogUnd — Some  development  and  some  decay — Appre- 
.,_  -A  getleration  ((one— Comforla — An  era  of  pronperily  now 
■Mdnf — Population  loo  dense — Emigration — Tniro,  Sdvn  Scotia — 
QtU  end  religioOB  libcriy  there — Cherry  Vallcv,  N.  V.,  dwelling 
-Trouble  came- War— Colonies  reTolt— Rtv,  F.  M«Kemie— 


iL^bt 


ibnr^  Convention — Declaration  of  Independeru 
^suun,  mjv  Bancroft — Bi»liop« — September  4ili,   171   , 
UaicalT  can  have  no  neat  here" — John  Morrison  depoF«d — Rev, 
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i<ka  HotisLon  lalten  and  promise*  fenliv,  but  does  not  sBiiMfv  Synod 
•rbdrord  eilhtr—DiBmi wed —Peril— French  war  in  1744-65— Cape 
Bmoo— Dr.  ThciniKin— i'ii.wii  Point— Three  Captains  from  Derry— 
T«>Burks  and  Koi;ith—Xo  surplus  of  airection  for  Britain  after  the 
'Kmoq  Hixsacre" — Ji>lin  Sturk  in  his  Sawmill,  and  in  ten  minutes 
Mfcr  Cambridge — "  liiBiressinf!  apprehensions'' — Fnlure  homes— 
•^lonlty  of  the  SLtitcblHsb  disBiJaled — Troops  in  Bocton,  176S— 
"">i  brawn— The  drama  opened— The  state  of  society  doioeiitically 
"■flunii  products — Large  Spinning  Wheel — Wive*  and  mother* 
'•"t  htring — The  little  wbeei — Flax — Linen — Inspector!!  of  it  ap- 

eiuol  m  Derry  in  1743 — Forty  pounds  an<l  a  diamond  ring  premium 
'iiHii  woven  for  Washington  and  hia  officers — Female*  industrious 
^^riragance— S[unning  schools — Daushtem  of  Liberiv,  in  hi* 
™»  in  oat  day  they  mun  262  skeina  and  gave  it  to  Mr.  Moorehead 
^^W^  atithenw  and  liberty  songs  in  the  evenioK,  animated  by  the 
••iiif  liberty" — lOOspinnere  in  Mr.  Moorehoad's  society — Xoticai 
*<M  Bian— 4}encK<  Keid — Bunker  Hill — Hia  commission  January 
Kmt-Cokmel  of  the  Army  of  Che  V.  S.  in  1783-SeiT«d  duriny 
U 
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the  entire  war — HU  wife — Their  correBpondeiice — The  meaiw  of 
([race — Not  luerely  a  mutter  of  iiitelleut — ^ot  yet  modern  "  gimii  " — 
"  Valley  Forge  " — A  contiimainit — Tliese  items  form  but  a  Hmall  piirl 
—Not  only  in  IW  bonnda  of  tin-  Synod,  but  by  Juhn  Murray  and  Iiih 
Presbytery,  wich  patriutism  displaytii — He  h'sb  known  and  felt  in  Lon- 
don, nnd  £500  sterling  were  oHcred  for  IiIk  perHon,  but  no  miui  in 
Maine  would  tuke  tlie  money- — Hin  Presbytery  releane  him  rruin  Bootli- 
btty— Aidt"  ihe  commillee  of  iiafety  of  New  Uampcliire  at  Exeler — Jlu 
waiidereti  for  about  two  yeara  Btirring  up  Ihe  peoplt — A  conipnralive 
view  wi  lb  Samuel  Adarun  and  Hancock — Tlie  race  in  America— TiA 
Key  Sole— Tlie  Scotch  versiuu— Waibaw— Capuin  D.  MuCleMy- 
Tllc  bullet — We  turn  to  eccleeiiiiiticitl  niatUrB — Career  of  Rev.  J. 
Murray— Hin  power  as  a  preacher — Filled  a  company  in  two  lioilrt, 
where  ibe  officerit  bad  labored  ihree  dayH  in  vain — "  Let  tlje  itiniier 
go" — Siiteifwful  in  the  ministry — Awakening  under  it— Plan  iif  Vi»- 
Iting— His  meeknew,  etc.,  etc, — Active  in  pronmlins  relijtion^Hi* 
daiW  vieWt—Died  March  IStli,  1793 — A  hurw— Hbi  widow  asked  the 
fiind  wliicli  he  bad  given  for  it. 

Persons  were  appointed  by  the  Boston  Presbytery  to 
miike  ilctinit4i  iirrangenients  for  tlje  fomiution  of  a  Sywd. 

They  for  some  years  experienceil  difficulties  in  execuiing 
the  trust  by  the  death  ot  Moorehead,  and  the  withdruwnl 
of  Parsons,  to  Siiy  nothing  of  several  minor  untoward  mal- 
ters.  Still  they  kept  watch  and  grew.  At  a  three  dajV 
meeting  of  the  court  in  Salem  (Sep.  13th-15th),  ITT-l,  W 
Bide  the  attention  given  to  Morrison's  case,  Merrills  nnd 
Patrick's  "affaire,"  the  minute  of  the  committee  sent  to 
Boston  was  read  and  ajiproved.  The  society  ut  Canter- 
bury was  taken  under  their  rare,  instructions  were  given  to 
enpplies  of  vacancies,  the  society  at  Hampton  Falls  was 
"aiaanuexed,"  the  appeal  from  Blandford  was  sugtamed, 
and  to  be  tried  at  a  future  seysioii,  supply  of  preaching 
and  the  moderation  of  a  call  were  granted  at  Pelham.  Dr. 
Whittaker  and  the  aggrieved  members  of  his  church  are 
tendered  counsel ;  his  bearing  (o  the  disturbers  of  his  peace 
was  considercil  "condescending,"  and  the  turbulent  ones 
were  ordered  to  be  dismissed. 

^'Resoloed,  That  as  there  are  a  number  of  female  ment- 
bera  not  adverted  unto  in  the  foregoing  minute,  who  have 
absented  themselves  from  thiw  (Salem )  church,  that  if  they 
see  fit  to  return  any  time  before  next  January  (1775),  they 
be  received,  if  not,  be  dismissed  also." 

The  license  of  Mr.  John  Urquhart,  from  the  Presbyteiy 
of  Allon,  Scotland,  appeared  satisfactory,  and  on  it  be  WM 
received  as  a  probationer. 
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The  Rev.  Cpiiinmin  Balch,  on  presenting  testimonials, 
Hfoniismg  due  yubniigBion,  strict  adherence  to  our  stand- 
Itda,  and  to  euhscribe  tlie  formula  when  required,  was,  on 
Rquest,  received  as  a  member. 

"  No  objections  appearing  against  the  dismission  of  tlie 
Re*.  Mr.  Merrill,  the  conduct  of  the  committee  is  tipproved." 
the  Rev.  Mr.  McGregor  was  now  appointed  to  write  a  lot- 
to b>  tlie  Boston  souictj',  respecting  their  conduct  in  en- 
\mii;;  Uioir  declinature,  und  to  cite  them  to  appear  at  the 
Mxt  8«>isi'>ii.  Balch  and  Urquhnrt  were  appointed  to  sup- 
ply vitCRiicies. 

Al  Newburvport,  November  Sth,  1774,  eight  ministers 
mi  seven  elders  wero  present,  and  seven  ministers  were 
ibual ;  of  Mitchell,  an  absentee,  the  excuse  was  sustained, 
"cewiilcring  the  man."    Others  excused  and  some  not. 

A  lurge  amount  of  business  was  transacted,  and  Ihoy 
•Mice  thut  they  "'  are  glad  to  find  so  large  a  number  of  the 
^mdt  nnd  congregation  of  Long  Lane,  some  thirty  per- 
■UH«Iill  adhering  to  this  Presbytery,  and  good  onler,  in 
Onoratioti  to  the  Decliners." 
1^  A  plan  for  a  Sj-nod  was  now  ordered  to  be  "  laid  befora 
'ww(Jprshi|>8  of  every  congregation  respectively  (or  sent 
^own  in  overture),  in  order  to  prepare  matters,  to  adopt 
tiieiamc  at  next  stated  sitting." 
')n  behnir  of  the  church  of  Salem,  who  have  lost  their 
iMtiiig>houge  by  fire,  it  was  ordered  that  "their  case  be 
■Knointended  to  the  charitable  contributions  of  each  con- 
(Kption  in  this  body." 

At  the  founders  of  Dartmouth  College  (tlie  fourth  in 
Stw  England,  founded  in  1769)  were  extensively  Presby- 
toaitt,  "the  Rev.  Mr.  Hutchinson  now  jictitioned  with 
ffiii  to  forming  a  Presbytery  at  Dartmouth.  It  was 
'Mwninc'oded  to  him  to  use  the  utmost  prudent  and  eSec- 
^  ataim  to  carry  that  measure  into  execution,  and  to 
■•jat  his  doings  thereon  at  the  next  meeting  of  Pres- 

''ovnnbcr  10th,  1774.     Opened  with  prayer.     "After 

'j'witi  and  serious  consideration  of  the  plan  of  our  Synod. 

•••Wlowing  conclusion  "  was  reached,  viz. : 

"Bnt  Messrs.  Parsons,  Whittaker,  Perlev,  McLean  and 

~  "  '  their  congregations,  and  also  tne  congregation 

under  their  care,  with  the  other  vacancies 
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in  their  bounds,  together  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Balch,  aliall 
(if  the  plan  be  adopted  according  tu  the  preceding  minute) 
be  the  Eastern  Presbytery  and  be  called  the  Presbytery  of 
Newbury  port. 

"Messrs.  McGregor,  Mitchell,  Williams  and  Strickland, 
with  iheir  congregations  and  the  vacancies  witliin  their 
bounds  be  called  the  Presbytery  of  Londonderry,  or  Mid- 
dle one,  Messrs.  Houston  and  Baldwin,  with  their  con- 
gregations, together  with  the  congregations  of  Blandford, 
Pclham  and  Coleraine,  also  Messrs.  Kutchinaon,  Merrill, 
Gilmore  and  Patrick,  shall  be  the  Western  Presbytery  to 
be  called  the  Presbytery  of  Palmer. 

"Appointed  to  niert  m  Seabrook,  N.  H.,  May  31st,  1775. 
then  the  Synod  to  be  actually  formed  and  receive  its  name." 
It  is  further  stated  tiiat  "charitable  mutual  forbearance 
in  lesser  things  appears  to  be  a  plain  duty." 

"Yet,  as  uniformity,  so  far  as  it  can  be  obtained,  is 
beautiful  in  its  nature  and  salutary  in  its  consequences, 
it  is  recommended  to  every  minister  in  this  PresbyterVj 
that  he  perform  a  pastoral  riaitation  and  catecliising  of 
hia  whole  flock  once  a  year,  or,  at  least,  once  in  two  years, 
or,  if  the  adults  will  not  at  first  subiiiit  to  tlie  latter,  that 
he  will  catechise  the  children  and  youth,  and  use  his  beet 
endeavors  gradually  to  introduce  it  among  the  adults.  It 
is  also  recommended  to  ministers,  and  especially  to  preach- 
ing probationers,  that  they  do  not  too  closely,  confine  tbem- 
selves  to  their  notes,  but  that  they  commit  their  discoursea 
to  memory,  at  least  in  part." 

"  It  is  recommended  to  all  preachers  that  they  make  t!ie 
exposition  of  the  Scriptures  an  ordinary  part  of  their  pul- 
pit work." 

"As  much  difficulty  arises  from  marrying  with  license, 
and  though  it  seems  impossible,  under  our  present  circum- 
stences,  to  prevent  this  practice,  yet  we  prefer  the  publi- 
cation of  banns,  as  is  practised  by  the  Presbyterians  abroad, 
and  earnestly  recommend  to  our  several  congregations  to 
proceed  in  this  matter  accordingly." 

Dr.  Whittaker,  about  to  rebuild  his  church,  was  recom- 
mended to  the  liberality  of  the  pubUc  when  he  solicite  aid; 
and  Parsons  or  McGregor  is  to  preach  before  the  Synod, 
on  condition  they  agree, 

"Messrs.  Hutchinson  and   Merrill  were  appointed  to 
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at  Blandford,  Pelimm,  Coleraine,  Petersburgh  and 


Amtoinled  to  meet  in  Seabroolc,  31st  of  May,  1775." 
Hnkbrook,  N.  H.,  May  3lBt,  1775.     After  a  eermon  by 
Ibe  Rev.  David  McGregor,  from  Matt  xviii.  20,  wliich  was 
■ppmved,  constitute  with  prayer. 

Ministers  present,  McGregor,  Mitchell,  Houston,  Perley, 
Slriclcland,  Mcl*ean,  Merrill,  Patrick  and  Williams.  Rul- 
ing Elders,  Jamea  Taggart,  John  Moulton,.  Esq. ;  from 
Canlerbary,  Henty  Hale  and  Ezekiel  Morrell,  Gain  Ar- 
monr;  from  Salem,  Milea  Ward.  Absent,  Parsons,  Bald- 
win, Oilmore,  Hutchinaon,  Whittaker  and  BalcJi. 
H»v.  D.  McGregor  was  chosen  Moderator. 
They  then  continued  for  two  days  to  act  aa  a  Preslyr- 
trrr,  and  diii  much  business,  inquiring  into  reasons  for 
tnunce.  jjostjioning  the  declinature  from  Salem,  reponed 
Umfll  In  giMjd  stinding,  as  no  accusers  appeared  against 
Mm,  preBonting  to  hira  a  call  from  Pelham,  which  be  took 
into  consideration. 

Opening  at  7.W  a.  m.  on  June  Ist  with  prayer,  the  Clerk 
kA  b\a  Elder  obtained  leave  of  absence,  and  Alexander 
MeLena  was  i-hnsen  Clerk,  pro  tern.  Tliey  then  consid- 
md  the  state  of  affairs  between  Mr.  Patrick  and  Bland- 
fcid,  and  a|)provL'd  of  the  conduct  of  the  first  (.•oniniittoe 
"fa  dUeOlvinp  the  pastoral  relation."  "They  pave  no 
dation  to  Mr.  Patrick,  because  the  first  commit- 
absent,  and  the  last  one  had  not  reported." 
inbart  accented  the  call  at  St.  George's.  He  was 
to  serve  tlie  Edict.  It  was  ordered  that  he  bo 
P  — wmi  fchere  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  September, 
I  3  ""■  W*'^'^-  Periejr  and  McLean,  with  the  assistancB 
I  ■•k or  two  neighboring  ministers. 

Ebbnr  Wert?  appninle*!  to  be  ordained  at  Blandford. 
At  3  r.  M.  opened  with  prayer.     Mr.  Merrill  to  be  in- 
JlilW  at  Pelliam  on  the  second  Tlmrsda^  of  September, 
wKKlre^or  and  Baldwin,  with  some  nits istii net. 

"Mr.  Samuel  Taggart  applying  for  license,  they  exam- 
*tl  hiii  iliploma  from   Dartmouth,  sati.sfied  tlieniscives 
"'  Itls  moral  character,  and  appointed  liini  to  deliver 
tbe  subject :  an  necesw  Juer'U  ChriMum  pro 
jMtilta  Dmnaf  and  a  popular  sermon 
i.  II,  both  of  which  were  some  lime  ago 
>  him  by  the  Moderator." 


166  HISTORY  OP  rRESByTEHtASTaM 

"  He  having  withdrawn,  his  diseourBes  were  approved. 
After  examining  him  on  personal  piety,  he  approved  of 
the  doctrines  of  the  Westminster  Confession  of  Faitli. 
promised  subjection  in  the  Lord  to  the  Presbytery,  de- 
iilared  Jiis  readiness  to  subscribe  the  formula,  and  they 
■then  licensed  him  to  preach  the  goape]." 

They  then  designate  the  parties  who  "are  entitled  to 
the  immunities  and  privileges  of  the  third  church  in 
Salem,  Dr.  \yhittaker's,  of  which  the  Rev,  Messrs.  Dudley, 
Leavit  and  John  Huntington  were  formerly  pastors." 

"The  congregation  of  Seabrook  are  to  use  the  most 
eETcctual  means  to  settle  their  existing  difSculties,  or,  the 
Presbytery  will  feel  solemnly  bound  at  next  luectiug  to 
inquire  narrowly  into  them." 

June  2d,  1775,  opened  with  prayer.  "On  account  of 
their  withdrawing  irregularly  from  this  Presbytery,  the 
Moderator,  with  Strickland,  Williams  and  Mitchell,  was 
appointed  to  write  to  the  congregation  of  New  bury  port." 

Tlie  process  against  John  Morrison  was  forwarded  one 
stage. 

"  They  deferred  entering  upon  '  Boston  affaire '  for  this 
time,  owing  to'tlie  circumstances  of  the  times,'"  The 
smell  of  gunpowder  was  becoming  too  strong. 

After  "annexing  Peterboro  to  the  Middle  Presbytery, 
and  changing  the  name  of  the  Eastern  Preabylery  from 
Newburyport  to  that  of  Salem,  the  plan  of  the  Synod  ww 
otherwise  amended  and  subscribed  by  the  membm 
present"  j 

The  court  "  proceeded  a  priori,  to  shew  the  neceeeity  flf 
government  in  the  state  and  in  the  church ;  a  posteriori,  to 
shew  that  there  is  in  fact  a  government  of  Divine  institu- 
tion in  the  New  Testament  church.  Nor  will  it  he  diffi- 
cult for  the  judicious  and  unbiassed,  to  find  that  Presby- 
terian church  government  has  upon  it  the  stamp  of  Vina 
authority,  that  the  churches  of  Jerusalem,  Anlioch,  C*» 
inth,  Epheaus,  etc.,  etc.,  were  Presbyterian  churcht*" 
After  shewing  that  there  cannot  be  a  single  Congn^- 
tional  organized  church,  without  a  pastor  properly  autllO^ 
ized  "  with  the  laying  on  of  the  hands  of  the  PresbyWiJ " 
this  plan  states  the  powers,  the  mode  of  lawful  incrpai^ 
where  the  necessity  exists,  and  the  laiTfulness  of  low 
Beparation  into  co-ordinate  church  courts,  from  which,  bf 
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Rference,  reriew,  or  appeal,  matters  for  uniformity  in  doc- 
trine, government,  discipline  and  worship  can  be  brought 
fct  tito  purity,  peace  and  growth  of  the  whole  church,  as 

IB  donti  by  those  entrusted  with  the  word  and  doctrine 

Adtioch  to  the  Synod  of  Elders  (for  Peter  and  John  de- 
clare themselves  to  be  eldere)  at  Jerusalem." 

After  Htating  these  and  several  other  "  points  which  no 
Presbyterian  will  controvert,"  they  gratefully  acknowledge 
the  smiles  of  Divine  Providence  on  their  common  cause  in 
Sew  England,  and  having  had  the  matter  under  con- 
Rilenition  for  several  years,  they  now,  in  aggregate,  as  the 
pTMbjIery  of  Boston,  subdivide  into  Presbyteries  as  before 
Stated 

They  then  ordered  a  meeting  of  each  of  the  three  Pres- 
byieries  twice  a  year,  beside  what  may  be  required  pro 
ttitatd.  The  manner  in  which  their  records  were  to  be 
ttithenttcated,  business  brought  before  the  courts,  the  de-  . 
putment  with  which  members  should  conduct  themselves 
tboi  officiating  judicially,  the  equal  standing  of  each 
PfMbytery  without  preference,  the  appointment  of  a  stated 
4tifc  of  Synod,  his  duties,  the  preservation  of  the  records, 
ui  other  matters  required  for  permanent  organization 
wre  now  duly  arranged  and  ordered. 

The  Synod  now  adopted  the  Westminster  Confession  of 
Mth  and  Catechisms,  and  then  the  standing  rules  of  the 
dnreli  of  Scotland,  as  collected  by  Stewart  of  Pardovan, 
*M  br  00  our  local  and  other  circumstances  will  allow." 

An  annual  meeting  of  Synod,  its  duties  and  its  officers, 
"Wi  now  provided  for.  Correspondence  with  the  Synods 
<i  Now  \  ork  and  Philadelphia,  by  a  committee,  who  are 
1o«rile  to  them,  was  now  proposed.  As  there  can  he  no 
•ppeil  from  the  Synod,  parties  not  satisfied  with  its  deci- 
»«■.  can  enter  tlicir  protest  with  their  reasons  on  the 
ij^BiVt  books.  These,  their  then  present  "  regulations," 
•liy  bo  altf^red  from  time  to  time,  as  God  may  give  them 

W;  «nd  while  they  have  right  in  ecclesiastical  cases  to 

••Ha*  courts,  in  the  name  of  Christ,  independent  of  the 

Cw  and  authority  of  civil  princes  yet,  in  all  civil  mat^ 
tiiey  own  their  subjection  to  civil  authority. 
4i  »  part  of  their  statute  law,  each  Presbytery  waa  to 
■Mp a  record  "and  shall  enter  this  covenant  and  agroe< 
>n  la  the  beginning  of  it" 
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They  then  "solemnly  covenanted  the  one  with  the 
other,  that,  by  the  help  of  Divine  grace,  they  would  en- 
deavor to  promote  the  union,  peace  and  prosperity  of  this 
court,  now  named  '  The  Synod  of  Kew  England,  and  all 
its  Presbyteries  and  churches,  looking  to  the  great  King 
end  Head  of  his  church,  for  his  presence  with,  and  bless- 
ing on,  all  its  departments,  that  they  he  guided  to  such 
measures  as  may  issue  in  the  exaltation  of  Christ  to  his 
tiirone,  kingly  authority  and  rule  in  these  churches," 

"  In  testimony  of  this  our  covenant,  consent  ajid  solemn 
engagement,  we  do,  in  the  fear  of  God,  hereunto  subscribe 
our  names,  this  2d  day  of  Juno,  1775." 

Ministers  —  David  McGregor,  John  Houston,  Daniel 
Mitchell,  Samuel  Perley,  John  -Strickland,  fJnthaniel  Mer- 
rill, Alexander  McLean,  John  Urquhart,  Nathaniel  Whit- 
taker,  Benjamin  Balch,  Simon  Williams,  Moses  Baldwin, 
Samuel  Taggart. 

Ruling  Eldere — James  Taggart,  Miles  Ward,  Henry 
Hale,  Ezekiel  Merrill,  John  Moulton,  Hubartous  Mattoon. 
The  moderators  of  the  respective  Presbyteries  were  now 
appointed,  and  the  Rev.  D.  McGregor  is,  as  Moderator,  to 
open  the  Synod  at  Londonderry  next  year  with  a  sermon. 
Closed  with  prayer. 

We  have,  since  the  opening  of  the  French  church  in 
Boston,  in  1716  (in  fifty-nine  years),  some  development 
and  some  decay. 

The  means  of  grace  were  now,  in  their  varied  congrega- 
tions, not  only  enjoyed  but  extensively  appreciated.  One 
generation  ot  ministers  and  people  had  passed  away; 
homes  were  not  only  increased,  but  they  were  also  fur-  ' 
nished  more  extensively  with  the  comforts  of  life,  and 
their  churches  with  an  increasing  number  of  membersj 
while,  having  church  courts,  sessions,  Presbyteries  and  a 
Synod,  an  era  of  prosperity  seemed  now  to  open  before 
them.  Jt  is  wise,  however,  to  "  mix  trembling  with  mirth" 
in  view  of  earthly  mutations. 

For  them  the  population  became  too  dense,  while  the 
means  of  subsistence  were  not  always  superabundant. 
Of  the  three  crying  sins  of  Sodom,  "  pride,  fulness  of  breaii 
and  abundance  of  idleness,"  they  irore  not  extensively 
guilty.  Hence,  to  better  their  condition,  they  not  only 
emigrated  to  new  portions  of  the  forest  in  New  England, 
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bot  to  other  colonies.  In  1760  a  thrifty  company  from 
and  nenr  Derry,  N.  H.,  removed  to  Truro,  in  Nova  Scotia, 
ml  up  Presbyterian  worship  there,  wliere,  not  heing  under 
Ihii  control  of  law,  enacted  by  Congregationalists,  they 
flHild  hold  and  enjoy,  as  Presbyteriana,  their  church  prop- 
Irtr.  In  that  colony  they,  and  those  associating  with 
•na  succeeding  them,  have  wielded  an  important  influ- 
Uiix  !d  c«tab1ishing,  maintaining  and  perpetuating  civil 
iwl  TvligiouH  liberty.  Few  spots  on  earth,  if  any,  enjoy 
Uinw  blufsings  more  extensively  than  does  that  province. 
This  was  the  First  Presbvterian  church  organized  in  tlie 
Dominion  of  Canada.  U  has  had  but  three  pastors — tlie 
R*».  Dinicl  Cock,  from  1772  till  1798,  the  Rev.  John 
VnddcU,  from  1708  till  1836,  and  the  Rev.  William  Mc- 
Ciilloch,  D.  D.,  from  1838  until  now. 

It  has  s«ut  out  five  or  six  branches,  two  of  which  are  in 
tlwcity  pruptr.  The  original  church  is  relatively  strong, 
fct  Ihe  Doctor  maintains  that  "  the  law  of  the  Ijord  is  per- 
b^"  both  for  doctrine  and  worship.  The  praises  of  God 
tnnt  lh«re  vitjated  by  machinery.  For,  while  he  fully 
the  teaching  of  his  illustrious  father,  the  late  Uev. 
McCulloch.  D.  D.,  S.  T.,  P.,  that  "  Calvinism  is 
ft*  doctrine  of  the  Bible,"  he  can  also  say,  with  the  prince 
tfAiminians,  the  Rev.  Adam  Clarke,  D.  D.,  the  Metnodi»t 
Oammmtator,  "  If  there  was  a  woe  to  them  who  invented 
hutntments  of  music,  as  did  David,  under  the  law,  is 
Itm  BO  woe,  no  curse  to  them  who  invent  them  and  in- 
IndlKe  tliem  with  the  worship  of  God  in  the  Christian 
dhonii?  1  am  an  old  man  and  an  old  minister,  and  I 
)mt  declare  that  I  uever  knew  them  productive  of  any 
pxd  in  the  worebip  of  God,  and  have  reason  to  believe 
Ihty  were  productive  of  much  evil.  Music,  as  a  science, 
I  olaan  and  admire,  but  instruments  of  music  in  the 
Hm»  i»f  God  I  aljominate  and  abhor," 
Ituriny  this  quarter  of  a  century  another  colony  of  these 
wtllfd  at  Cherry  \'aney,  tinadilla  and  other  towns 
county.  New  York,  where  their  moral  worth 
little  in. elevating  societv.  Extensively  forget- 
_  iping-kiiife  and  t<vnahawk  a  quiet  tide  of 
,  Kfwra  Ut  be  now  carrying  them  onward  in  the 
it  of  the  means  of  grace,  and,  in  common  with 
rationalists,  then  Trinitarians,  and  Calvinialio 
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Baptists  (almost  the  only  other  religious  persuasions  theti 
in  New  Enfrland),  the  Presbyterians  were  extensively 
"  dwelling  safely,"  sitting  "  under  their  vine  and  fig-tree, 
"but  trouble  came."  Of  our  "lusts  come  wars  and  fight- 
ings," and  God  now  arose  "  to  shake  terribly  the  earth. ' 

riie  nations  of  Continental  Europe  were  not  all  at  pence, 
and  Greut  Britain  commenced  a  series  of  operations  wiiicb 
eveniuiilly  became  so  oppressive  as  to  cause  her  thirteeu 
American  colonies  to  revolt. 

The  atrocious  imprisortment  of  a  Presbyterian  niiiiister, 
he  Ee\'.  Francis  McKemie,  by  Lord  Cornhury,  iu  New 
York,  in  1707-8,  'and  HlfPking  bim  pay  some  seventy 
pounds  for  the  costs  of  his  prosecution,  though  declared 
not  guilty,  was  the  "little  cluud  not  bigger  than  anian^ 
hand,"  wliich  eventuaJiy  assembled  the  Mecklenburg, 
Nortii  Carolina,  Convention,  in  May,  1775,  and  caused  tike 
Declaration  of  Independence  in  1776,  with  all  their  untold 
results. 

Secondary  and  subordinate  matters,  of  course,  conspirod 
to  the  greut  issue,  but  this  persecution  occupied  tbe 
primary  place,  not  simply  claiming  redress,  aa  aid  taxa- 
tion without  representation,  in  tlie  Stamp  Act  and  otber 
oppressive  forms,  but  crying  for  vengeance  to  the  Jadgtt 
of  the  oppressed.  Hence,  says  the  eloquent  Bancroft,  k 
Congregationalist,  "The  first  voice  publicly  raised  in 
America  to  dissolve  all  connection  with  Great  Britain, 
came  not  from  the  Puritans  of  New  England,  or  Ibe  Dutch 
of  New  York,  or  the  planlers  of  Virginia,  but  from  Scotch- 
Irish  Presbyterians.  They  brought  to  America  no  sub- 
missive love  for  England,  and  their  experience  and  tlifir 
religion  alike  bade  them  meet  oppression  with  prompt  re^ 
sistance."    {Hist,  of  U.  S.,  vol.  5,  p.  77.) 

The  next  step,  which  Presbyterians  foresaw,  would  be 
the  setting  up  of  a  bishop  in  each  colony.  The  ar^Bng^ 
ments  for  this  were  already  being  made.  Hence,  when 
Synod  met  {agreeably  to  its  adjournment )  at  Londoniierni, 
N.  H..  on  September  4th,  1776,  two  months  after  the  birth- 
day of  the  nation,*  immediately  after,  it  was  constituted 
in  the  usual  and  only  Presbyterian  form,  with  prayer  hj 
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Uoderator,  in  the  name  of  Christ.     We  have  this 
tword: 

"Tlic  qnestion  being  put  whether  any  suspected  to  be 
bumical  to  the  libenies  of  the  independent  States  of 
Anierics,  which  they  are  now  contending  for,  and  rel'uses 
(Dileclare  his  attncliment  to  tlie  same,  should  have  a  sent 
in  this  judicature?  Voted,  they  should  not." 
.  Then  it  waa  asked  "  if  tlicy  approved  of  the  Declaration 
ftf  Independence  lately  published  by  the  American  col- 
Bain  ag  the  cause  of  truth  and  justice,  and  thought  it 
■hoald  be  supported  by  all  ranks  and  dej^rees  of  persona 
btbcfie  colonics?"  The  consideration  of  this  question  (as 
He  hour  of  adjournment  had  arrived)  was  "suspended" 
till  the  morrow,  wlien  we  have  this;  "Whereas  the  Rev. 
Judo  Morrison,  formerly  a  member  of  this  body,  has  been  i 
mdor  Dccksiaiitical  process,  and  has  eloped  to  the  minis- 
Mai  snnv,  and  shamefully  behaved  himself,  therefore  he 
V  dtfKMed  from  the  ministerial  office,  and  likewise  from 
lb|  privileges  of  aprivate  Christian."  He  had  joined  the 
•Antrican  army  at  Cambridge  in  1775,  but  soon  went  over 
bthe  British,  and  this  fact  now  gave  promptitude  and  a\t- 
tUmt  severity  to  their  deliverance.  Among  ycot*;h-lriBh 
jMiyteriana  forauch  conduct  there  could  be  no  forjriveriuss. 
Battliia  was  Dot  all.  Whether  the  Rev.  John  Houston, 
•f  Bedford,  was,  Uko  Judiis,  the  last  to  say,  "  Is  it  I  ?  "  o^ 
sot,  he  was  nownottjuikMn  Bvnipathy  in  this  in  alter  with 
UwSynod,  and  obtained  tho  honor  of  their  official  atten- 
tion on  September  oih,  1770.  He  had  come  from  the 
diurcb  and  college  at  Newark,  N,  J.,  in  1754,  and  had  ap- 
IMred  for  above  twenty  years  to  perform  his  relative  and 
*rial  duties  well,  but  now  he  falters,  and  this  minute 
rfUul  date  is  on  record; 

'Aatbo  Rev.  John  Houston  is  suspected  as  inimiail  to 
UitfilaUM  of  America,  and  he  being  interrogated  respecting 
ttb  nutter,  promised  that  he   would  satisfy   tho  civil 
1  consequence  of  this,  he  wouhl  satisfy  this 
this  the  Synod  recommended  to  him  to 
if  such  satisfaction  to  his  Presbytery,  so  as 
1  to  bring  the  same  to  the  Synod  at  its  next 

g  lo  fulfil  his  promises  and  shew  his  fealty  to  the 
mt,  be  was,  in  1778^  suspended  from  a  seat  la 
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Synod,  and  having  broken  the  peace  of  hia  congregation 
until  his  usefulness  among  them  was  destroyed,  the  Synod 
eventually  dissolved  liis  pastoral  relation  to  the  congrega- 
tion of  Bedford. 

The  Scotch-Irish  had  previously  been  loyal  to  the  Home 
Government,  In  the  year  1744  hostilities  between  Eng- 
land and  France  were  renewed.  This  brought  war  be- 
tween the  French  and  the  Indians  on  the  one  side,  and  tlie 
English  colonies  on  the  other,  which  continued  with  little 
abatement  for  fifleen  yeaife.  {P.}  Until  Canada  was  ceded 
to  Britain  in  February,  1763,  the  fort  and  blockhouse  were 
necessary  in  New  England. 

To  the  defence  of  these  colonies,  in  common  with  others, 
many  Presbyterian  volunteers  (beside  other  services) 
joined  the  noted  expedition  against  Cape  Breton.  "Dr. 
Matthew  Thornton,  of  Londonderry,  subsequently  one  of 
the  signere  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  served  in 
this  campaign  as  surgeon." 

When  nostiiiliea  were  renewed  in  1756,  the  towns  settled 
by  Presbyterians  were  not  behind  the  otliers.  As  they 
found  the  New  England  colonies  in  imminent  danger,  bo  & 
regiment  was  raised  in  New  Hampshire  to  assist  in  an  at- 
tempt to  destroy  Crown  Point,  and  it  being  distinguished 
for  hardihood  and  adroitness  in  traversing  the  woods,  from 
jt  three  companies  of  rangers  were  selected.     These  were 

E laced  under  tliree  captiiins  from  Londonderry — ^John 
tark,  WiUiani  Stark  and  Robert  Rogers,  Rogers  WM 
Boon  promoted  to  be  a  major,  and  John  Stark  afterwards 
became  celebrated  as  a  warrior,  and  arose  to  be  a  brig- 
adier-general in  the  army  of  the  Revolution.  He  was 
with  Lord  Howe,  when  that  general  was  killed  in  Btona- 
ing  the  French  lines  at  Ticonderoga  in  1758, 

While  faithful  to  Great  Britain  so  long  as  she  was  eqm- 
table  to  her  colonies,  yet  h  e  had  for  her  no  surplus  of  aflfec- 
tion  after  the  Boston  massacre.  On  receiving  the  report  of  j 
the  battle  of  Lexington,  when  he  was  at  work  in  hil 
saw-mill,  fired  with  indignation,  he  shouldered  his  musket, 
mounted  his  horse,  in  ten  minutes  left  and  hastened  to 
Cambridge.  He  was  at  the  battles  of  Bunker  Hilt  and  of 
Trenton,  and  achieved  a  victory  at  Bennington. 

So  long  aa  their  clergymen  considered  loyalty  to  Great 
Britain  a  duty,  so  long  the  Sootch-Irisb  were  pacific ;  bat 
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.  T  what  we  have  seen  in  the  Synod,  held  on  September 
h,  1776,  in  vclulion  to  Morrison  and  Houston,  and  even 
ais  betbre  the  Deelaration  of  Independence  was  made, 
ay  idea  of  further  loyalty  to  the  House  of  Hanover  was 
BSipated.  U'e  nuw  take  a  few  notices  of  one  man,  il- 
BEtoitive  of  the  character  and  prowess  of  many  others 
tftheaauii-  race. 

^  At  the  time-  of  the  battle  of  Lexington,  George  Reid  was 
iocomtiiund  of  a  company  of  minute  men,  and  no  Boonor 
4)d  tlie  int^Uigeiice  of  that  eveut  reach  Derry,  than 
lanut;  his  wife  and  children,  he  proceeded  with  liis  com- 
pany to  Medfurd.  With  theiii  he  took  part  in  the  hiitllc 
uf  lluuker  Hill,  and  liis  firpt  commission  under  the  Cuiiti- 
&«Dtal  CoDgreii:}  is  in  these  words : 

"The  del^ates  of  the  united  colonies  of  New  Hamp- 
Aise,  MufauchusettB  Bay,  Rhode  Inland,  Connecticut,  Nuw 
^ork.  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the  counties  of  New- 
"iilie,  Kent  and  Sussex,  on  the  Dekware,  Maryland,  Vir- 
aia  and  North  Carolina  to  George  lieid.  Esq, : 
^^  "Wft,  re|>using  especial  trust  and  confidence  in  your 
yttriotieiTi,  valor,  conduct  and  fidelity,  do,  hy  tliese 
iRKnts,  Cfjnstitutc  and  appoint  you  to  he  captain  of  a 
•HHjMUiy  in  the  fifth  regiment  of  foot,  commanded  by 
Cal  Jttun  Stark.     By  order  of  the  Congress. 

"John  Hancock,  President. 
(Attttl)    "  Chab.  Thompson,  Secretary,  Jan.  let,  1770." 

Ill  1777  he  received  the  appointment  of  lieut*nant^col- 
od,Uid  in  177s  that  of  colonel  ofthc  second  New  Hamp- 
d^  leciment. 

b  I7S3  he  was  by  act  of  Congress  appointed  colonel  hy 
wet  of  the  army  of  the  United  States.  Having  been  in 
"Ouiiiuid  of  New  Hampshire  forces  during  the  entire  war 
•f  the  Revolution,  he  was  in  the  battles  of  Bunker  Hill, 
"Bg  Island,  White  Plains,  Trenton,  Brandywine,  Ger- 
■■Utown,  Saratoga  and  Stillwater.  He  bore  hia  share  in 
ttnoBurings  of  Valley  Forge  in  the  winter  of  1777. 
_  Far  ftbovo  seven  years,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  hur- 
*W  Tiiits,  htf  was  absent  from  his  family,  during  which 
"  bin  wife,  beside  her  duties  to  their  children,  had  thn 
I  eluiige  of  bis  farm  and  other  domestic  busioeBS. 
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Some  of  their  letters  breathe  a  conatant  reference  to  the 
Almighty,  and  the  confiding  trust  in  him,  in  regard  to 
their  ditily  cares,  trials  and  anxieties,  shewn  by  wich  of 
them,  forma  a  pleasing  feature  of  tliuir  correspondence. 

From  Medford,  May  30th,  1773,  he  says :  '"  I  have  not 
time  ta  f^ive  you  an  account  of  our  late  engagement,  only 
that  God  has  appeared  for  us  in  most  imminent  d.inger." 

Angust  10th,  1775,  "Miiy  God  prosper  and  protect  us, 
Iknow  we  have  your  prayers,  with  many  of  God's  people. 
I  commend  you  and  my  dear  children  to  the  Shcphera  of 
Israel." 

On  September  8th,  1776,  she  writes  to  him  at  Ticon- 
deroga:  "I  received  your  letters  of  July  6th,  21st,  also 
August  10th,  and  to  the  former  of  those  two  would  Bay 
that  God  has  laid  you  under  the  greatest  obligations. 
Every  mercy,  every  escape,  must  be  accounted  for.  May 
■we  be  prepared  for  tlie  great  day  of  account."  Aftw 
stating  many  matters  relating  to  tlie  farm,  stock,  etc.,  bIw 
concludes ;  "All  this  with  your  advice,  not  otherwiBA: 
May  'the  good  will  of  him  who  dwelt  in  the  bush  '  reel 
and  abide  with  you." 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  know  whether  a  peo- 
ple in  the  fidl  possession  of  the  means  of  grace  are  profile 
mg  by  them,  or,  whether  they  are  living  "  according  to  th« 
course  of  this  world."  Multitudes  suppose  proper  Pn»- 
byterianism  to  be  only  a  matter  of  intellect,  of  more  doc- 
trines, of  forms  and  customs,  unless  it  runs  into  modern 
"  gush  ; "  but  here  we  find,  amidst  the  din  of  war  and  tho 
lowly  labors  of  a  backwoods  New  Hampshire  home,  the 
utterances  of  hearts  ennobled  by  the  indwelling  of  God,  the 
Spirit  vivifying  that  "  form  of  doctrine  which  is  nccoraing 
to  godliness."  Hundreds  of  other  wives  of  the  same  race 
and  religion,  as  well  as  nnidtitudes  of  others,  among  Uw 
hills  in  the  granite  State,  and  throughout  New  England, 
under  similar  circumstances  would  then  have  put  forth 
just  such  utterances,  and  many  of  them  did  so.  To  tb«Di 
also  their  husbands  would,  under  similar  circumstances, 
write:  "Valley  Forge,  Dec.  22d,  1777.  We  are  now 
making  huts  to  winter  in,  I  feel  sympathy  for  you,  but 
cannot  be  with  you  ;  honor  forbids  it.  May  happiness  Bfr 
tend  you  and  the  dear  children." 

As  ''  godliness  is  proBtable,"  this  Christian  woman  wm 
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I  "diligent  in  business,"  as  well  as  "  fervent  in  spirit,"  and 

I  ld<ln«si*il  her  husband  while  in  command  at  Albiiny  on 

I  July  5th,  liSii ;  "  1  informed  you  in  my  last  that  I  had  em- 

IployiHl  Mr.  Neil,  who  was  attending  at  court,  to  represent 

■Ihii true  stute  of  tlieatfiiirj  likewise  to  ask  a  continuance 

ItiUyua  were  acquainted  with  the  matter.     The  jud^e  in- 

VlbraietL  ine,  through  Mr.  Neil,  that  I  need  give  m^-sdf  no 

I  OiKosinesa  about  the  matter,  for  it  should  he  continued  till 

fnr  Mtunt,  if  that  should  he  Jive  and  Iwenly  years." 

Swti  lire  some  items,  selected  idmost  at  random,  con- 

'  ccrtiiiig  domestic  life  and  public  duty  amonp  Preebj-teri- 

»n3  in  Nl'W  England  in  those  years  of  trial.     Yet  they 

lonu  butasmull  purt  of  illustrations  of  endurance  eup- 

pcdMl  by  principle,  which  might  be  presented. 

Belon:  passing  the  belligerent  part  of  our  history,  as  if 

all  thai  was  done  for  independence  by  Presbyterians  in 

Vm  Knglond,  was  done  only  by  those  under  tlie  original 

^^«abjrtery  of  I^ndonderry.  or  the  Synod  of  New  England 

^^1  Us  subordinate  Presbyteries:   as  this  was  not  tlie 

\  I  tau&t  recall  the  Rev.  John  Murray  of  Bootlibay. 

tppear^  to  Iiave  largely  imitated  the  Apostle  Peter  in 

kinpalsive  rashness,  as  well  as  in  his  earnest  piety. 

"In  1775  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  Provincial  Congress 

ihieh  met  in  Watertown,      Maine  Huioricai  SocUty  Chi- 

I,  vol.  G,  p.  16U.     His  Presbytery  met  (as  we  have 

I)  DD  July  the  -ith,  at  New  Market ;  again  October  7th, 

.i,»i  Falmouth;  at  Pownalboro,  June  11th,  1777,  and 

|«^oUiWy,  October  8th,  1777. 

^"  t  busy  ecclesiastically,  apparently  at  the  very  verge 

ation,  it  migljt  be  su]>posed,  that,  of  him,  tlie 

pi,  army  and  navv  of  Great  Britain  would  know 

I  that  his  influences  in  the  rebellion  would 

w  to  appear  unworthy  of  notice,  among  the 

.pof  the  231,791  American  soldiers  who  were  engaited 

Kwarnf  the  Revolution.    But  it  was  otherwise.    With 

1  iif  more  than  ordinary  power,  and  an  utterance 

ID  judgment  of  ficniomin  Franklin)  not  much  inferior 

of  Wliit«-fipld,  he  was  known  from  Boothbay  to 

auil  from  Boston  to  London  i\s  "  a  pestilent  fellow 

lorer  of  sedition  "  against  the  throne  of  England. 

~    "  ""  B  above  date,  it  was  declared  in  Presbytery, 

y  was  "peculiarly  exposed  by  the  common 
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onemiea  of  the  United  States,"  and  for  safety  he  was  then 
invited  to  remove  to  Newbaryport.  I  h^ve  stated  that  he 
iv.is  the  cause  and  occasion  ot  trouble  in  his  region,  and 
this  is  proved  liy  the  sequel. 

He  was  not  only  active  on  the  land,  but  also  once  ven- 
tured on  the  sea.  Sir  George  Collier  came  to  the  coast  of 
?Liine  in  1777,  and  his  aailors  thought  it  lawful  to  jiilfcr 
from  the  Whiga,  patriots  or  rebels.  In  this  there  wna  d;in- 
;:er  us  well  aw  unpleasantness  to  those  on  shore,  and  a,  re- 
monstrance must  be  made.  To  this  occasion  Murray  wna 
fqual,  Puttinif  on  a  white  wig,  gown  and  hands,  he  went 
onboard  and  "  tiilked  "  against  such  improprieties.  (lb.) 
Under  the  disguide  of  hia  in  an- millinery  he  was  unknown 
and  escaped  safely  to  shore,  with  many  points  of  infbmui- 
tion  not  previously  possessed.  When  this  came  to  be 
known  it  brought  down  threatening,  and  to  secure  ven- 
geance, a  premium  was  set  upon  him. 

"  Hence,  at  Pownalboro,  on  October  2lBt,  1777,  Colonel 
Iteid  reiJorted  to  the  Presbytery,  that  the  town  of  Booth- 
bay  had  held  a  public  nicetuig  in  consequence  of  tha 
select  men  being  served  witli  a  copy  of  our  last,  und  sefr 
ing  that  the  situation  of  Mr.  Murray's  dwelling — the  paiv 
ticular  vengeance  threatened  by  the  common  enemy 
Hgainst  him,  and  the  large  reward  of  five  hundred  pouniu 
sterling  (ioOO)  offered  by  them  to  any  person  that  shitll 
deliver  him  up — render  his  longer  residence  in  Boothbay 
at  this  juncture  exceedingly  dangerous,  and  that  tliey  an 
therefore  willing  that,  for  liis  own  safety,  he  should  re- 
move for  a  few  days  to  any  secure  place,  exoeptiit};  New- 
huryport  (whither  they  would  consent  to  his  remnving 
upon  no  terms  whatever),  and  that  they  mi^ht  the  mon 
apparent  make  their  displeasure  at  the  application  from 
said  Ncwburyport,  they  had  not  sent  any  answer  in  wril- 
inp;,  and  liad  lorbidden. the  clerk  to  record  any  iuiiiut«  of 
said  meeting." 

The  Presbytery,  taking  the  report  into  serioas  considenh 
tion,  and  having  reasoned  on  the  subject,  jud^^l  that  tha 
people  of  Boothbay,  after  consenting  to  his  removal,  act«d 
very  indiscreetly  in  not  leaving  to  this  judicature  tb« 
choice  of  his  retreat,  as  they  can  best  judge  where  his  mr- 
vices  would  have  been  of  most  use  to  the  cause  of  ChriM. 

"And  although  tliis   Presbytery  are  unaDimouaty  of 
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«^nir>n,  that  Mr.  Murray's  safety  requires  his  speedy  re- 
ttovoJ  from  that  place  for  the  present,  his  danger  being  so 
imminent,  vet,  as  llic  diurch  at  Newburyport  requested  him 
to  be  sent  there,  only  for  so  long  as  his  present  charge,  when 
uked,  bIiouIiI  consent  U) ;  imd,  since  tliey  have  not  agreed 
tym  any  time  at  all,  this  Presbytery  cannot  now  order  his 
Ajoomin^  there  for  any  term  agreeably  to  their  request." 

"Yet,  that  this  Presbytery  may  not  appear  to  counte- 
nance any  step  that  wears  t^e  aspect  of  untenderness  for 
*'r.  Murray's  safety,  they  think  it  their  duty  to  advise  him 
.jUonuUy  lo  lake  any  preopution  of  prudence  to  ]irevent 
his  (ailing  iuto  the  hands  of  our  foes,  and  therefore  to  re- 
move himself  and  bis  family  to  any  place  of  retreat  he 
•bill  think  proper,  without  any  exception,  whenever  he 
■ftprehends  himself  and  them  in  such  danger  as  requires 
^uid  there  to  continue  until  he  shall  judge  it  safe  to 
Ktani,  or  until  this  Presbyterj'  shall  take  further  order 
lODMraLDg  him.  And  he  is  hereby  released  from  all 
oUigutions  to  the  church  at  Boothbay,  that  are  any  way 
'wolmry  to  the  purport  of  this  result.' 

"At  Topsham,  on  June  7th,  1778,  it  was  resolved,  that 
Mt.  Marray  have  bis  license  continued  to  go  where  he 
^ilima  for  safety." 

"Xew  Market.  July  1st,  1779.  A  letter  from  the  Beesion 
VlBoothbav  church  was  brought  in  and  read,  purporting 
IMrvtter  dissent  from  the  removal  requested,  but,  with- 
M  iafomung  tliG  Presbytery  of  a  descent  of  a  British 
Osunacnt  made  in  their  neighborhood,  which  has  so 
ihnuod  and  endangered  that  town,  that  they  could  not 
Mtad  to  this  meeting." 

■July  2d.  Mr.  Murray  represented  the  necessity  of  his 
■Ming  the  committee  of  safety  of  New  Hampshire  at 
Ihis  afternoon,  to  transact  with  them  some  busi- 
]nfE  to  the  defence  of  tlif  Eastward  at  this  crisis, 
id  leave  to  withdraw.  Granted." 
ttiie  splendid  bounty  of  £5(10  sterling  on  his 
^aiid  at  the  same  price  with  John  Hancock  and 

M  the  influence  of  "  the  Rev.  David  Caldwell,  D.  D..  n-  , 
twmm  milM  from  G<iiIfoni  Coun-Houw,  Nurtb  Corolinii.  llist 
_■  hi*  Iiuiwo  pliinderrd,  hix  library  nnd  papers  burned,  but 

. ^ ■  of  £2t)0  WD*  mx,  by  Lnrd  ConnTsltia  on  nil  hevl,  lo  uty 

■  «1m>  *awld  bring  him  in  ■  priKiner."     (Cbtmicn.) 
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Samuel  Adams,  this  outlaw,  while  under  Divine  Ppoti- 

dence  he  kept  himself  safe  from  shot  and  shell,  wandered 
for  above  two  years,  helping  conimiltces  of  safety  and 
stirring  up  the  people  to  continue  unremitting  resistance 
to  their  foes,  and  on  "  October  7th,  1779,  he  informed  his 
Presbytery,  then  in  session  at  Newburyport,  that  the  dan- 
gered  situation  of  the  people  at  Bootnbay  is  such  as  to 
render  it  impracticable  toi  them  to  attend  at  this  meeting." 
Such  was  the  spirit  which  he  had  ins  tru  men  tally  difTused 
among  the  inhabitant  of  the  coast  of  Maine.  In  his 
Presbytery  there  were  no  John  Morrisons  nor  John  Hous- 
tons.  None  among  his  acquaintance  who  would  betray 
him  for  £500  stflrling. 

When  we  consider  the  power  and  influence  of  Hancock, 
the  richest  merchant  in  New  England,  and  of  Samuel 
Adams,  the  far-seeing  and  reliable  statesman,  "  poseibly 
the  most  powerful  and  sincere  of  all  the  advocate  of  in- 
dependence, to  whom  Lee,  Jefferson  and  John  Adams 
ever  turned  with  singular  respect"  (Eug.  Laxerence),  wad 
find  this  Scotch-Irish  preacher,  in  tfie  woods  of  M&ine, 
.  HUch  a  potent  enemy  to  the  king,  lords  and  parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  that  his  person  is  financially  worth  aa  much 
as  either  of  theirs,  in  subduing  the  rebellion,  we  And  the 
position  of  Bancroft  verified,  he  "  brought  to  America  no 
submissive  love  for  England,  and  his  religion  bade  him 
meet  oppression  with  prompt  resistance." 

The  "resistance"  of^the  race  in  America  was  prompted 
more  by  their  religion  than  by  their  experience,  or  even 
the  experience  of  their  fathers.  Their  "form  of  sound 
words,  which  was  tlie  key-note  from  Maine  to  Geot^a 
among  Congregation alists,  Calvinist  Baptists  and  Presby- 
terians (and  tiie  Revolution  had  in  its  aid  a  very  smui 
fragmentary  shewing  among  the  other  sects,  excepting  it 
may  have  been  the  Low  Church  Episcopalians  who  were 
Calviniste),  was  the  New  England  Primer.  Beside  this, 
their  creed ;  the  Scotch-Irish  throughout  the  rev<Jted 
colonies,  had  their  religion  animated  and  made  strong,  bjr 

"ThoHeHtratDH  Ihat  once  did  eneet  in  Zion  glide"— (Bum*) 
the  Scotch  version  of  the  Psalms.    They  considered  thoM 

rd  to  "sing,"  and  if  they  were  not  good  "to  whistle  or 
play,"  they  found  thum  as  Cromwell  did  in  his  day, 
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good  for  fighting."  Hence,  those  who  sung  Uiem  were, 
It  times,  "treiited  with  special  cruelty  and  j-cvonj;!.'." 
;y9  Kendal,  in  his  unfinished  history  of  Genernl  Jack- 
n,  "The  British  officer  who  marched  his  troops  into  the  " 
Kttlement  of  Waxhaw,  South  Carolina,  burned  the  Pres- 
livterian  church  and  the  house  of  the  preacher,  and  every 
Bible  he  could  liiy  his  hands  on  containing  the  Scotch 
Innslation  of  the  Psalms  of  David."  {Christian  Im.,\o\.  4, 

^2l7.) 

The  Bible,  with  these  Psalms,  was  their  chosen  com- 
p.tirion  when  they  hud  leisure  or  rest  from  their  daily  du- 
1i«  in  the  army.  Hence  when  Captain  David  McClenry 
fcll  at  Bennington  (on  August  16tn,  1777)  in  his  pocket 
*M  found  an  Edinburgh  edition  of  the  Bible,  with  which 
vu  bound  up"the  Scotch  tranfllation  of  the  Psalms." 

This  volume  and  the  bullet  by  which  he  was  killed  were 
itjit  as  heirlooms  in  the  family  for  above  seventy  years. 

wTjen  i  saw  Ihem  the  days  of  the  war,  of  the  psalms, 
ml  of  the  catechism  (I  would  not  like  to  say  also  the  days 
of  the  Bible)  were  past — the  generations  were  gone  who 
Tiwrecl  ihem  from  time  to  time  with  a  melancholy  yet  pa- 
"WolJc  interest;  and  they  were  then  in  transitu  in  the 
hinds  of  the  minister  of  Londonderry,  to  be  conveyed  to 
MhI  deposited  among  the  relics  and  curiosities  collected  in 
Ww  State  museum  in  Concord. 

80aU  legu  inter  arma,  and  from  fields  of  carnage,  scenea 
<f  domiwtic  alarm,  bereavement  and  sorrow,  we  now  re- 
ton  to  Ute  ecclesiastical  arena,  and  recommence  by  no- 
'Wng  briefly  the  subsequent  career  of  Mr.  Murray. 

%  bis  Prishj-tery,  owing  to  his  imminent  danger  there, 
w  ¥M  on  October  2l9t,  1777,  relieved  of  his  pastoral 
iknge,  his  Burrowing  people  at  Boothbav,  and  after  nearly 
Ifcwe  nosy  years  of  aiding  State  and  other  committee*  of 
■fey.  Mid  in  other  ways  (according  to  his  ability  and  op- 
^(tanlty)  aasisting  those  engaged  in  the  revolutionary 
■iQlBle,  he  was  by  his  Presbyterj-,  on  June  14th,  17S0, 
hMoted  to  Ncwhuryport,  where  he  was  finally  "settled  aa 
iHUtr  on  Junt:  4th,  I7K1,  a  few  strenuously  uppoeing  his 
•alemt-nt," 

IV  hnvi-  already   noticed  his   power  as  a    preacher. 

ftir  vxvt  drew  larger  audiences,  or  held  them  in  more 
~''  aUrDtion  through  discoursc»,  which  were  ordinarily 
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an  hour  and  often  two  hours  in  length.  "  It  is  related  that 
(hiring  the  war  in  a.  criais  in  public  aiTairs,  Newburvport 
was  called  upon  to  furnish  a  full  company  for  actual  ser- 
vice. But  owing  to  discouragement  arising  from  a  depre- 
ciated currency  and  thestateof  the  army,  the  dfficers  labored 
three  days  in  vain.  On  the  fourth  it  wns  moved  that  Mr. 
Murray  he  invited  to  address  the  regiment  then  underarms. 
Having  accepted  the  invitation,  he  was  escorted  to  the 
parade,  and  by  the  regiment  to  the  church.  There  he  pro- 
nounced an  address  so  spirited  and  animating,  that  the 
audience  were  wrapt  in  attention,  and  tears  fell  frora 
many  eyes.  Soon  after  the  assembly  was  dismissed  a 
member  Ciime  forward  to  take  the  command,  and  in  two 
Iiours  the  company  was  filled.  When  he  preached  hia 
thanksgiving  sermon  of  two  hours'  length  for  the  peace, 
a  gentleman  from  another  society,  being  meanwhile 
under  great  concern  of  mind  for  a  spoiling  dinner,  fre- 
quently and  resolutely  took  his  hat  to  leave.  But  Mr. 
Murray's  eloquence  as  often  arrested  him,  till  at  last  he 
whispered,  "  Let  the  dinner  go ;  I  must  hear  him  out." 

He  issuid  to  have  been  slightly  pompous,  but  dignified  in 
presence,  courteous,  sincerely  kind,  and  by  his  people  en- 
thusiastically beloved.  In  various  labors  he  was  abundant, 
and  under  the  divine  favor  was  extensively  successful  in 
the  ministry.  During  hia  sojourn  in  Philadelphia  of  t 
few  months  only,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Green  mentions  that  more 
were  added  to  the  church  than  there  were  during  tba 
whole  ministry  of  the  Uev,  Gilbert  Tennant  What  ht 
went  to  Boothbay,  there  was  no  organized  church,  and  a 
general  inattention  to  religion.  Under  his  ministry  a 
powerful  awakening  commenced,  which  continued  throogli 
two  years  and  extended  to  adjoining  towns,  hU  own 
lodgings  being  often  crowded  with  enquirers,  even  tit! 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning.  His  private  diary  of  titia 
period  indicates  deep  piety  and  unusual  ministerial  faith- 
fulness. As  it  may  he  useful  to  others,  I  give  portions  of 
it  from  Qreenkafs  Ecclesiastical  Sketches : 

"  Mr,  Murr.iy's  plan  of  visiting  as  noted  in  his  diary  is 
worthy  of  attention.  First,  salute  the  house.  Second, 
compare  the  list  with  the  family;  mark  them  who  can 
read,  catechisables,  coveniintcrs,  church  members.  Third, 
address,   1st,  children   to   engage  in  early   religion;  3i^ 
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yo\ing  ones  to  reading,  secret  prayer,  the  Sabbath,  good 
romp.iny.  good  hours,  good  tongues,  conversations.  Fourth, 
widress  parents — Ist,  about  their  spiritual  state ;  '2d,  secret 
devotion;  3d,  family  worship,  government,  catechising; 
4Ui,  Salibalh,  etc.  If  church  members,  see  what  profit; 
if  in  error  or  vice,  reclaim ;  if  in  divisions,  heal ;  ii  poor, 
hflp,    Lcully,  exhortation  to  all,  pray." 

"To  his  prayerfulness,  meekness,  good-will  and  patient 
nduraace  of  injuries  in  his  later  years,  as  well  as  his 
Ulhfiilnesa  in  his  catling,  biographers  bear  Ample  testi- 
tDOoy  ( l'fij*7it.)." 

"Ab  his  prominent  wrong-doing  was  in  early  life,  Mr. 
Puwtis  took  special  pains  to  write  to  England  about  him. 
ud  th«  result  was  a  decided  conviction,  that  the  faults  - 
committed  connected  with  his  own  humble  acknowledg- 
ment should  not  debar  him  from  Christian  charity."  (76.) 
He  was  active  in  promoting  religion  beyond  hia  own  con- 
(R^tion.  He  was  the  guiding  spirit  and  chief  supporter 
of  a  society  which  aided  many  young  men  to  enter  ths 
ninirtry. 

Ho  had  unquestionably  his  faults.  His  great  fault, 
V^g  signatures  to  his  credentials,  and  persisting  in  this 
IhroDgh  life,  rather  than  disgrace  his  friends  in  Scotland, 
m  an  heinous  siu.  This  he  committed  at  eighteen, 
ftora  twenty-three  his  life  waa  public  and  unimpeached — 
■  life  of  great  devotedneas,  and  in  what  extenuating  pen- 
nenee  patuted,  a  letter  will  show.  In  1774  he  writes : 
"Tbe  daily  views  I  have  had  of  the  multiplied  enormities 
it  occasioned  mc,  all  of  which,  with  the  unhappy  conse- 

Cew  to  the  church  of  Christ,  have  been  continually  be- 
my  eyes — have  made  me  wish  my  name  blotted  out 
BEnmembrance  by  all  mankind,  and  r^ven  regret  the  day 
tf  ny  birtli  times  without  number.  The  Searcher  of 
d  beutfl  knows  my  agonies  of  mind  on  every  review,  and 
•Who  restiiration  to  the  favor  of  men  can  ever  give  me 
*■(«;  tnd  that  hut  for  the  application  of  Gilead'a  heavenly 
Wn,  I  had  perished  of  my  wounds  years  ago  not  a  few. 
llW  my  comfort  in  my  obscurity — thcTo  I  hope  to  find 
■l  God ;  an<l  there  I  see  lees  danger  of  being  a  stumbling- 
wck  in  Zion,  the  very  idea  of  which  to  me  is  worse  than 
WMh.  I  have  iiot  a  wish  to  bo  drawn  from  my  retire- 
ttU  (Bootbbay) ;  there  will  I  remain  in  secret  plocw. 
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looking  to  him  whom  I  pierced,  and  mourning  aa  for  an 
only  son,  and  striving  to  wear  out  the  remainder  of  my 
cumbrous  life  in  the  best  endeavors  I  can  in  his  service,"  etc 

"  No  farther  seek  liw  merits  to  disclofle,  J 

Nor  draw  liis  fmiltieB  from  their  dread  abode;  ^H 

There  they  alike  in  trembling  hope  repone,  ^H 

Tiie  bosom  of  his  Father  and  Ins  Gud."  ifl 

He  died  March  13th,  1793.  He  left  a  widow,  Susan,  the 
eldest  daughter  of  General  Lithgow,  of  Phipps burgh,  and 
five  children,  all  minora,  and  aa  he  had  apviwed  of  his 
substance  for  a  burse  to  aid  pious  voung  men  in  Gnluriiig 
the  ministry,  she,  six  months  afterward,  petitionwl  hig 
■  PrPsbytery,  to  whom  it  was  entrusted,  to  relinquish  their 
claims  to  the  substance  thus  devised.  This,  from  the 
facts  set  forth  in  her  petition,  they  doubtless  did — other- 
wise they  might  have  been  constructively  charged  with 
devouring  a  "  widow's  hou^e." 
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•f  nurk — Slavery  abolished  in  the  colony — Stone 
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Lowe — John  Adams  an<)  the  Sabhiilh — The  Centennial  commis- 

-OaTeriiouse — Vast  bloMingB— An  iiHdre«8 — A  letter  to  Oraflon 

ProAjrtery— Of  it  but  liiiie  is  known— Members  of  it— Galvanised— 

""  "  ■  lanitewith  it— Unavailing — Kixorda  of  Synod   defective — 

reatored — Familie«  con6ned  to  tlieir  own  psriahes  in  Derry 

west  by  the  civil  court — Pelhani  not  by  a  town  lai — Advice 

Jises  of  appeal — Rev.  Meesre.  Annan  ei- officio— Williams  pro- 

■■■s— RerUion — Williams'  rea'Oiis — Synod  concentrating  power — To 

sviad  John  Murray — Williuma   declared  guilty  and  suspended  bj 

flpnd— Tliewt  blemed  effects— Associate  Presbytery  of  New  York — 

rmbjtery  on  Connecticut  river— An  act  of  Prenbytery  over-raied — 

Fix  noon-day  and  ebbing— Causes- A   biirw  wanted— War  times- 

Vwtrtj— Gastric  juice — Violent  lem|)erg—Tiie  want  of  the  staled  oi^ 

'•ancei — Congregations  came  lo  Free  byte  rian  is  lu — (Confused  way — 

&uU— Tbe  church  of  the  lown,  if  not  of  the  I^rd— The  war  produced 

J^Meiioui  edeclM— Paucity  of  ideas- Tbe  power- Took  its  rise   in 

S*i  Rutland— Tbe  aworil- To  conform   to  the  local  system- The 

jyiage  relation*— Mrs.  Colonel  Reid — Mental  instability — LokSo — 

■■Mwa- Nor  •een  a  dnmken  man — The  air  of  enthusiasm — Theo- 

•pbl  thought  imported— Of  one  man— Souls  annihilated— The  soul 

■J|aM  Christ  Uie  lirM  thing  made— By  it  God  made  all  things  elae 

"*™uiren  particulars— The  outgoings  of  tbe  soul  of  the  doctor — 

wU  turnM  into  B  ChriHtinn— Coleman— The  whale  with  Jonah — 

4  Wl  Want"— The  enjoyment  of  it— A  humble   remonntmnce— 

ufaboJ"— So  union  was  effocled— Lant  meeting  of  Synod  Sep. 

*Wl2th,  17*2— They  submitted -Presbvlerv  of  Salem— Decay— 

•»m  Khetw  ii  for  a  lime  existed— Tiii«  new  tiling— The  wonhip— 

■"livtei  and  linhm  were  Hmall— The  <''illa[>ue. 

inO  wftg  a  year  of  mark  in   MassachusettE.     By  an 
'"     t  of  her  coiiatitutioii,  slaves  were  made  free  in 
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the  colony.  Although  having  a  commercial  value,*  they 
had  measurably  been  a  burden  to  many  owners,  from  the 
day  on  which  Noddle  (after  whom  Noddle's  Island,  now 
East  Boston,  was  ealled)  had  introduced  the  first  one,  and 
on  obtaining  freedom,  they  left  few,  if  any,  monuments  in 
proof  of  the  servile  system,  excepting  those  ranges  of  stone 
walls,  especially  old  line  fences,  which  may  vet  be  occa- 
sionally found,  all  but  buried,  by  the  force  of  gravitation 
constantly  applied  for  above  a  century.  In  those  winter 
diiys,  when  steam-pipes  and  furnaces  were  unknown  for 
the  distribution  of  heat  in  churches,  "  KifTy,  or  "  Pete,"  or 
by  whatever  other  name  known,  found  it  to  be  hia  duty 
to  carry  the  foot-stove  and  hot  brick  for  "  Marm,"  or 
"  Missa,"  and  deposit  it  in  position  in  her  pew,  and  to  take 
it  home  when  it  had  performed  its  oflSce. 

How  far  "  necessity  "  was  in  this  case  "  the  mother  of 
invention  "  in  bringing  in  the  general  application  of  large 
Btovea  for  heating  churches,  I  know  not,  but  assuredly  it 
is  well  that  slavery  has  gone.  In  owning  persons  of  color 
ministers,  as  well  as  others,  participated.  They  ofteii,  n 
not  generally,  had  each  one  or  more  slaves.f  Preebvte- 
riaiia  aa  well  as  others  took  "stock"  in  the  institutioo. 
John  Little,  the  patron  of  Presbyterian  ism  in  Boston,  dis- 

Sjsed  of  one  of  his  by  will,  while  a  man  belonging  to  the 
ev.  John  Moorehead  obtained  his  freedom,  went  to 
Britain  and  died  there.  The  letters  from  him  in  Fnglund 
were  matters  of  pleasure  to  the  Moorehead  family  tor  maoy 
years.  His  education,  common  and  religiouSj,^  had  not 
been  neglected  in  the  parsonage.  Rising  from  individual 
bondage  to  personal  freedom,  from  being  things  to  be 
men,  they  aided  in  creating  a  desire  for  civil  liberty  in 
the  colony.  Their  release  from  bondage  did  not  binder 
the  difluBion  of  tliis  species  of  sentimentality  among  tb« 
"  spinners  "  and  their  admirers.  The  "  sons  "  and  "  daugh- 
ters of  liberty  "  became  in  a  few  years  a  force  of  increas- 
ingly influential  proportions  in  the  colony,  while  "Attucka" 
was  amonj^  the  first  five  wliose  blood  (from  under  his  black 
skin)  precipitated  the  mortal  combat  of  the  Revolution. 

*  In  1760  A.  Jolionnett's  negro  man  wax  valued  at  £63  Be.  Sd.,  md.  ft 
negro  wnnian  at  £16. 

t  In  1704  tlie  Bev.  Jonathan  Eilwunis  and  nire  wanted  to  buy  iha 
Bev.  Mr.  BellBin;'ii  n^ro  voiubq.    (  W.,  p.  li'iy.) 
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As,  at  that  period,  the  iiiiister  was  not  too  haughty  to 
lahor  at  the  same  work  with  hie  slave,  so  the  labor  on  tha 
ferna  became  more  productive,  as  the  proceeds  were  after- 
wards required  only  to  support  freemen. 

Laws  regulating  the  return  of  slaves  were  no  longer  re- 
quired, and  in  several  other  ways  the  New  England  colo- 
nies took  a  prosperous  "  new  departure "  after  1770, 
although  slavery  did  not  disappear  until  1774. 

We  have  previously  noticed  si  i'ew  of  the  incidents  con- 
nected with  the  period,  which  illustrate  character  both  in 
the  people  and  tne  ministry  during  the  seven  yearn'  war ; 
and  we  now  return  to  matters  ecclesiastical — to  tlie  Synod 
and  to  the  Presbyteries. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Synod  of  New  England  in 
1777  was  held  in  Londonderry  on  September  3d.  Among 
other  matters  thoy  examined  the  regular  official  standintj 
of  John  Houston  as  a  ciergyman.  He  professed  to  Synod 
that  he  had,  as  directed,  satisfied  the  legal  authorities  of 
his  town  as  to  his  loyalty  to  tlie  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence, and  that  he  liad  made  due  report,  as  he  was  directed, 
to  his  Presbytery. 

But  their  minute  reads,  "Rev.  Mr.  Houston  being  in- 
terrogated respecting  the  minute  in  his  case  in  our  last 
meeting,  and  it  appearing  that  he  has  been  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  promise  and  also  of  contempt  to  the  Synod,  they 
do  therefore  deem  him  unwortliy  of  a  seat  in  this  body, 
till  he  shall  make  8.-ftisfaction  to  the  Synod  for  the  same, 
and  do  npw  -Tgain  recommend  it  to  him,  to  proceed  in  the 
manner  before  directed,  to  bring  the  satiafaction  desired 
at  our  next  sitting,  either  to  hia  Presbytery  or  immediately 
to  the  Synod."  Tiiis  he  was  reluctant  to  do  until  they 
suspended  him,  when  he  made  tionfeasion,  promised  obedi- 
ence and  was  restored  to  full  official  standing. 

To  this  confession  of  wrong-doing  towards  the  govern- 
ment, he  was  rathtir  hastened  by  his  people,  for  through 
their  committee  they  made  "  application  to  the  Synod  lor 
advice  respecting  the  affair  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Houston  and 
that  congregation,"  and  the  case  was  remitted  to  "the 
Presbytery  to  heaf  and  judge  in  the  affair." 

He  continued  for  several  years  to  be  the  pastor  of  Bed- 
ford congregation,  and  was  dismissed  in  good  standing  by 
the  Presbytery  of  Salem,  on  June  1st,  1785. 
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A  matter  of  reference  from  the  session  of  Nottinghiim, 
brought  before  Synod,  touching  the  purity  of  a  member, 
was  settled  in  this  way;  "The  Synod  conclude  that  tlie 
session  committed  an  error  in  judgment,  and  do  restore 
Elder  Emerson  t^  his  fornner  good  standing." 

By  a  case  of  bigamy  brought  before  them,  the  Synod 
appear  to  iiave  been  puzzled,  and  gave  rather  an  accom- 
modating deliverance,  somewhat  different  from  the  record 
of  Ezra  and  Nehemiah.     It  runs  thus : 

"This  Synod  are  of  opinion,  considering  his  first  wife 
dead  in  law  to  him,  though  yet  alive,  she  having  married 
another  man,  he  may  now  lawfully  live  with  the  woman 
to  whom  he  is  now  married,  and  upon  a  proper  public 
manifestation  of  repentance  he  may  have  the  prudleges  of 
the  church." 

"Moreover,  considering  the  heinousneas  of  this  crime, 
we  judge  it  proper  his  confession  be  repeatedly  published, 
he  being  present  in  the  congregation  where  he  resides,  and 
that  he  be  not  restored  till  after  the  next  session  of  this 
Synod."  To  them,  at  their  annual  meetings,  references 
and  appeals  were  frequently  made,  and  at  times  requests 
for  separation  were  presented. 

Thus  at  Londonderry,  on  October  1st,  1778,  the  church 
and  congregation  of  I'eterboro  presented  a  petition,  re- 
questing a  dismission  and  a  recommendation  to  the 
(Associate,  stvled  by  them  the)  reverend  Seceding  Presby- 
tery of  New  \ork  '  Tins  denomination,  "  Seceders,"  we 
have  previously  seen  was  brought  into  existeijce  by  the 
Congregational  element  id  a  church  in  New  York  city,  in 
which  the  rulers  of  it  were  overruled  by  a  faction  intent 
on  changing  the  p«alniody  of  the  congregation.  In  1T74 
the  Hev,  Moses  Bildwui  agitated  the  matter  succesefuUf 
for  the  use  ot  tiie  pisalms  imitated  to  the  ignoring  and  the 
rejecting  of  the  Presbyterian  version,  and  feeling  the  ef- 
fects and  seeing  the  consequences  (as  they  had  now  become 
general  through  the  Synod  of  New  England),  this  congre- 
gation thought  proper  to  "ask  for  the  old  paths,"  and  to 
"walk  in  the  good  way,"  as  subservient  to  the  "rest  of 
tlieir  souls."  This  the  A»aoclnie  Churfth  of  Scotland  had 
done.  For  being  Calvinists,  they  could  say  with  Calvin, 
nobody  has  yet  appeared  wlio  could  prove  that  we  have 
appointed  any  new  thing  contrary  to  Hia  word.      They 
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tonsidered  that  the  law  of  the  Lord,  of  which  the  Psabns  for 
their  appointed  use  form  a  part,  is  perfect. 

Consequently  the  Scotch- Irish  of  Peterboro,  not  yet 
ttady.  through  poetical  eolutiona,  the  imitations,  to  dilute 
■od  dissolve  their  doctrine,  but  especially  their  worship, 
desired  on  union  with  those  who  (under  some  disadvao- 
tij[M)  were  "contending  more  closely  for  the  faith  once 
iMivpred  to  the  saints." 

In  doinji  this,  they  acted  orderly,  respectfully,  and  yet 
Irmly,  and  to  this  court  their  application  was  perplexing'. 
"They  were  hopeful  that  this  their  Synod  would  exten- 
•ively,  if  not  eventually,  embrace  under  its  broad  name  oil 
Prnbyterians  in  New  England."  Still  they  dinmissed  them 
io  tieoce,  enying,  "  Taking  the  case  into  solenm  considerar 
1iuii,and  observing  the  fair  prospect  of  having  the  gospel 
muUrly  settled  among  them,  do  hereby  disniiss  and 
nmumend  them  in  good  standing  with  tliis  body  to  that 
fiwbytety,"  This  was  lionorable.* 
The  years  of  the  revolutionary  struggle  have  been  well 
lUtd  the  times  that  tried  men's  soula."  A  large  part 
rfth«  productive  industry  of  the  provinces  was  drawn  off 
to  the  csmp.  The  tillage  had  to  be  extensively  conducted 
%  the  mothers,  the  youth  and  the  children.  Where  any 
Hrpliu  could  be  produced,  they  were  far  from  good 
UtketB,  and,  as  a  consequence,  those  who  did  not  own 
inl,and  had  but  skill  and  industry  on  which  to  depend 
kthfii  subsistence  and  the  support  of  their  households, 
•m  measurably  reduced  to  straits.  They  did  not  often 
Jvbdw  of  "dainties."  While  this  was  trying  to  me- 
1,  it  fell  with  equal  power  on  not  a  few  of  the  min- 


*»,  npcciolly  the  Presbyterian  ones,  who  were  in  many 
•bwm  not  lite  first  nor  narish  officials.  For  them  no  salary 
•Bid  bf  colli-cted  by  trie  town  constable,     They  must  de- 


CtAwt  ihv  voluntary  support  of  their  congregatii 
ill  tlie  iidlictions  of  their  people  be  afflicted. 
BaMcoii  October  1st,  1778,  after  dismissing  the  congr&- 

el  tlf  Peterboro  and  instructing  their  clerk  to  obtain 
the  executors  of  the  late  Rev.  David  McGregor  some 
Sm  bi>l»uging  to  the  Synod,  on  their  records  they  enter 
Ulowiiig  minute: ^_^ 

'•lfaiKain>iJwmU<Fd  emtM.  ),  1TT8.  in  ihe  (tamu  month,  Mr.  Ds?i() 
4«a  M>  ailed  ukI  lie  waa  ordained  in  Wallkill,  New  York,  bj  the 
^MdMt  Tntbyterj,  "  with  Pelerboro  for  hia  deatinaiion." 
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"  The  Rev.  John  Strickland,  intimating  that  he  cannot 
subsist  his  family  through  the  extravagant  price  of  the 
neccRsaries  of  life — tlie  smallness  of  his  salary,  and  tlie 
neglect  of  the  people  to  pay  up  hia  arrears — the  Synod  be- 
ing sensible  that  this  is  the  case,  do  recommend  it  to  the 
society  of  Nottingham  to  pay  up  his  arrears  and  make 
Buch  addition  to  his  salary  as  shall  compensate  for  the 
rise  of  the  price  of  the  necessaries  of  lite  for  the  year  past, 
as  well  aa  for  the  time  to  come;  and  in  case  they  shall  not 
do  this,  we  think  it  Mr.  Strickland's  duty  to  preach  occa- 
Bionally  to  vacancies  as  he  may  have  opportunity,  as  a 
means  of  adding  to  his  support,  he  still  continuing  his  re- 
lation and  preaching  to  them  except  as  above."  This  waa 
during  the  war. 

"  The  Synod,  taking  into  consideration  the  diatressing 
case  of  the  ministers  of  the  gospel  in  general,  and  those  ot 
thia  Synod  in  particular,  on  account  of  the  smallness  of 
their  salaries,  compared  with  the  exorbitant  prices  of  the 
necessaries  of  life,  whereby  many  of  them  are  reduced  to 
the  greatest  straits  and  indigence,  therefore  the  SjTiod  dc* 
recommend  it  to  the  several  congregations  under  its  care 
to  exert  themselves  to  make  a  proper  compensation  to 
their  ministers  and  supplies,  according  to  the  rise  of  the 
necessaries  of  life,  which  is  no  more  than  simple  oomma- 
tative  justice;  and  they  think  it  the  duf.y  of  the  re- 
spective Presbyteries  to  pay  a  due  attention  to  the  neceBsi- 
tiea  of  their  minislers,  and  make  the  best  provision  in 
their  power  for  relieving  their  distresses,  by  appointing 
them  to  supply  vacancies  and  other  ways  as  the  Presbyterf 
shall  think  best." 

This  was  not  all.  As  watchmen,  they  traced  the  maai- 
festations  of  Divine  Providence  in  their  troubles,  domestic, 
social  and  civil,  and  on  the  same  day  record :  "  The  Synod, 
inquiring  into  the  cause  of  God's  controversy  with  thig 
land,  are  of  opinion  that  among  many  causes  the  follow 
ing  are  the  principal :  1.  The  great  and  general  declenaiiHi 
of  religion,  occasioned  by  too  general  a  neglect  of  tRe  dutiBS 
of  public  and  family  worship.  2.  By  the  neglect  of  chnrcb 
government,  which  has  opened  a  door  for  the  spread  of  enot 
and  increase  of  erroneous  teachers  in  the  churches.  3.  FoT 
the  neglect  of  family  government  and  religion,  and  for  th© 
neglect  of  civil  government.     Hence  arises  the  dreadfal 
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of  vice  and  immorality,  injustice,  oppresgion,  de- 
luding and  injuring,  a  neglect  of  the  ministry  and  of  their 
pporL" 
in  these  post-centennial  years  compared  with  1778, 


_.  Tbtse  specified  neglects  and  declension  have  become 
hoary  in  productivenees,  and  in  a  century  their  conse- 
quences and  eS'ecta  are  increasingly  felt.  Among  these 
tETecte  is  a  searcdnesa  of  conscience,  until  multitudes  in 
oat  bnd  would  rather  say  witli  the  pagans  of  old :  "  It  is 
tehanoewhich  has  happened  tons"  than ''it  is  the  Lord: 
kt  him  do  what  seemetn  to  him  good  ;"  while  truth  is 
extensively  fallen  in  our  streets,  while  equity  cannot  enter, 
while  blood  touches  blood  and  the  safety  of  human  life 
n  assassination  is  daily  diminishing,  rather  than  admit 
Hut  God  has  (or  is  capable  of  having)  any  "  controversy 
fith  this  land." 

In  the  meantime,  in  this  re^on,  the  ministers  of  religion 
WUtensively  like  the  ox  in  Egypt,  a  "  victim  "  or  a  "god." 
The  "  beautiful  man,"  the  "  smart  man,"  the  "  powerful 
Bun "  who,  with  "  gush  draws  large  houses,"  is  pampered 
lilh  fais  thousands,  while  the  £itbful  ambassadors  of 
Qitiit,  OS  a  rule,  under  any  name,  have  ("  as  good  sol- 
fei"^  to  "endure  hardness."  Yes,  money  can  be  now 
■Udf  in  New  England  in  the  pulpit  as  well  as  by  the  lan- 
(K,uT  bv  delving  into  Biackstone.  Hence  we  have  "like 
ptopln  like  priest,"  as  well  as  "  like  priest  like  people." 

Mother  cause  of  God's  controversy  with  our  land," 
>nr  when  vice,  immorality,  injut^tice  and  fraud  are 
(Mftleot,  manifested  by  an  nverwhelining  commercial 
■qMnion,  which  none  will  deny,  from  1873  did  exist  for 
nin  onward,  is  our  desecration  of  the  Christian  Sabbath, 
n  bad  not  then  lost  so  extensively  its  hold  upon  con- 
*iataL  For  example,  when  John  Lowe  came  to  Boston 
|wn Scotland,  in  June,  1773  (as  his  son  informed  me),  he 
Wnd  hi«  liixirding-house  at  noon  on  Sabbath  too  noisy  to 
dtv  him  to  read  his  Bible  in  quietness,  and  he  went  out 
ttllwfioaiman  and  commenced  to  do  so  under  a  tree.  He 
**  forthwith  visited  by  a  select  man,  who  said,  "  Young 
■■,1  cuiDOt  allow  you  to  stay  here  to-day,"     "Why, 
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Bir?  I  am  doing  no  harm,  only  reading  my  Bible.  I 
found  my  boardins-housii  (when  I  came  back  from  meet- 
ing) rather  noisy,  and  1  thought  I  would  be  riiiiet  and  do 
no  liarm  here."  "  That  may  all  be,  and  1  can  give  yoa  a 
room  in  my  house  to  read  in,  but  I  cannot  let  you  stay 
here."  He  occupied  the  room  until  the  hour  of  worship 
came,  when  he  revisited  the  Presbyterian  meeting-hauaa 
in  r^n^  Lane. 

Not  many  years  from  the  same  date,  Governor  Jofan 
Adama  had  official  business  in  mid-winter,  beyond  the 
site  of  the  present  city  of  Lowell,  when  a  severe  storm 
brought  an  uniisual  depth  of  snow,  and  delayed  his  return 
to  Quincy  until  "the  roads  "  were  "  hrnlcen."  It  was  aa- 
certained  that  the  path  could  be  travelled  on  Sabbath,  and 
his  informants  urged  him,  as  he  had  left  Mrs.  Adams 
severely,  if  not  dangerously  ill,  some  days  since,  that  be 
had  better  return  on  that  the  Lord's  dav.  But  no ;  Puri- 
tanism had  as  yet  too  firm  a  graap  of  bis  mind,  and  ha 
answered,  "I  could  do  so  mth  a  clear  conscience,  but 
many  might  imitate  my  example  who  wouUl  not  kno^- 
my  motives."  Hence  he  "  rested  (there)  on  the  Sabbatli- 
day  according  to  the  commandment." 

True,  we  have  still  the  evidence  that  the  Christian  Sab- 
bath has  yet  an  extensive  grasp  upon  the  American  miu^ 
■when  the  Centennial  commissioners  did,  30  to  9,  at  Phila- 
delphia, in  1876,  firmly  oppose  the  opening  of  the  expoffl- 
tion  on  that  day,  for,  perhaps,  no  greater  combination  of 
the  odds  and  ends  of  creation  could  be  brought  to  bear 
upon  any  board  of  managers  than  that  to  which  they  were 
Bubjocted  by  the  combined  influences  of  Papal  biahoiifl. 
Unitarian  preachers,  Jews,  native,  French  and  Gernwii 
Infidels,  Atheists  and  drunkard  manufacturers.  These 
all  gave  warning  of  a  persistent  determination  that,  for  ths 
sake  of  sensual  pleasure,  under  the  plea  of  liberty  of  con- 
science  they  would  (with  Graham  of  Claverhouso,  when 
he  had  murdered  John  Brown  of  Priesthill),  "  take  God 
in  their  own  hands,"  and  defy  any  "  controversy  "  which 
he  could  possibly  have  with  our  land. 

The  assailants  of  our  civil  and  religious  privileges  areifl. 
growing  fellowship  and  combination,  and  "  eternal  vigi- 
lance "  must  ever  be  (under  God)  the  price  to  us  of  theM 
vast  blessings. 
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The  above  assigned  reasons  of  "  controversy  "  their  mod- 
itorwiia  "appointed  to  transcribe,  correct  and  print  in 
i  form  of  an  address  for  distribution  among  the  I'rcaljy- 
ies,  at  the  ciiarge  of  tlie  Synod." 

Tile  Rev.  Dr.  Whittaker  was  then  appointed  "  In  write  u 
'  et  to  the  Presbytery  of  Grafton,  signifyinw  their  desire, 
it  the  SRid  Presbytery  would  join  this  Synod." 
The  dale  of  formation,  members,  boundaries,  viUil  force, 
lefabiese,  as  well  as  the  length  of  its  days  cannot  now  be 
iBy  asceitiiined,  as  the  hiding-place  of  its  minutos,  if  they 
wict,  18  known  only  to  a  few.  It  seems  to  liave  existed  in 
tatni  New  Hampshire  and  eastern  Vermont  from  about 
778  to  1796,  as  it  is  called  not  only  Grafton  Presbytery 
ml  aUo,  in  existing  minutes, "  The  Presbytery  of  Connect- 
kU  Bivpr."  Of  it  the  Rev.  John  M.  Whiton,  of  Benning- 
■    ,  N.  H.,  wrote,  in  February,  18-5G ; 

It  is  well  known  that  both  the  founder  and  the  origi- 
hI  church  of  Dartmouth  College  were  Presbyterian,  and 
flat  tl»e  Presbytery  of  Grafton  in  that  vicinity  was  lai^ 
•od  floarishing  for  some  fourteen  years ;  that  Presbyterian 
(ItUTches,  or  ministers,  were  once  found  in  Hanover,  East 
Ifanover,  Croyden,  Lyme,  Orford,  Piermont,  N.  H.;  and 
k  Norwich,  Hartford,  Fairlee,  Royalton,  Tunbridge,  Ran- 
Wph,  Thetford,  Barnard,  Newbury,  Topsham,  and  pei^ 
mt  other  towns  in  Vermont ;  tiiat  the  two  Presidents 
Vneelticks,  Professors  Smith  and  Ripley,  the  Judges 
fioileel  and  William  H.  Woodward,  and  Rev.  Messrs. 
Bomrasbs  of  Hanover,  Conant  of  Lyme,  Potter  of  Nor- 
»idi,  HutchinKon  of  Pomfret,  Bowman  of  Barnard,  Powers 
rfSewbury  ami  Burton  of  Thetford  (who  was  at  one  time 
ittderk),  were  prominent  members  of  that  Presbytery." 
,  It  appears  to  have  lieen  a  close  body  or  corporation, 

by  Congregational  vitality,  as  to  its  worship, 

and  usages,  into  a  galvanised  existence,  formed 
'  convictions  of  the  Divine  authority  of  Presby- 
I  the  "  more  excellent  way  "  of  taking  "  care 

, , I  of  God,"  or,  as  more  "agreeable  to  the  word 

'fObd,  ami  the  nature  and  reason  of  things."  Hence, 
•f*  VbitAH,  "These  churches  have  since  become  Con- 


enlled  them  a  close  corporation,  for  they  resisted 
"ieh  were  made  Ui  bring  them  into  Prcsbylcrial 
•tid  Sy nodical  harmony. 
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Letter  after  letter  was  -written  to  them,  but  these  elicited 
no  permanent  response  \\'hicli  has  come  down  to  us,  iind, 
"  at  a  meeting  of  the  Preshyterj'  of  the  Eastward  at  Derry, 
September  13th,  1785,"  we  have  it  thus : 

"The  Presbytery,  sensible  that  a  great  part  of  the 
strength  and  beauty  of  Zion  consists  in  love  and  union 
among  the  churches  and  rainiatfirs  of  our  common  Lord, 
has  long  lamented  the  divisions  nnd  animosities  which 
have  defaced  the  comeliness  of  the  Presbyterian  church  in 
this  country,  and  impaired  their  powers  of  resisting  the 
enemies  of  the  truth  around."  "Comforted  with  the  in- 
formation that  the  Lord  has  moved  the  hearts  of  a  num- 
ber of  our  brethren  in  the  ministry,  in  the  interior  parts 
of  this  State,  to  unit*  together  in  seeking  the  good  of  hia 
Israel  by  reviving  the  anc-ient  and  Scriptural  form  of  gov- 
ernment in  his  church  ;  that  they  have  formed  themselves 
into  a. regular  ecclesiastical  judicatory,  by  the  name  of  the 
Presbyttry  of  Grafton,  and  continue  to  walk  together  in 
the  order  and  ordinances  of  the  gospel." 

"  This  Presbji^rv  rejoice  to  t-ake  the  earliest  opportunity 
of  opening  a  friendly  correspondence  with  thcni,  and  offer- 
ing to  them  the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  and  for  that  end 
they  did  and  hereby  do  commission  nnd  appoint  the  Rev. 
John  Murray,  a  worthy  and  beloved  member  of  this  bodv. 
to  be  their  commissioner  and  representative  at  the  sala 
Presbytery  of  Grafton ;  wi  Uing  ana  requiring  him  to  repair 
thereto,  to  present  to  that  Rev.  Judlcalj^ry  the  letter  now 
delivered  to  his  care  from  us;  also  to  lay  before  thems 
copy  of  the  constitution  of  this  Presbytery  and  of  oar  pub- 
lic testimony  against  errors ;  to  request  their  concturence 
therein,  or  in  some  other  public  testimony  for  the  truth  as 
it  is  in  Jesus ;  to  solicit  their  counsel  and  adWce  in  what 
further  steps  are  necessary  to  be  taken  for  the  suppreesioD 
of  error  and  vice,  for  the  reformation  of  what  remains 
amiss,  and  for  the  revival  of  vital  religion  among  us,  and 
especially  to  concert  with  tliem  some  measures  for  provid- 
ing a  supply  of  regular  and  qualified  preachers  for  our 
numerous  vacancies,  and  for  preventing  the  intrusion  of 
such  as  are  not  so,  and  in  general  to  consult  and  tianssot 
with  that  bodv  in  our  name  whatever  may  conduce  to  tha 
peace  nnd  order  of  the  eiiurches,  and  to  the  establialintent 
of  visible  uiiion  and  harmony  amuug  l^resbyteriana,  agroo^ 
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e  to  the  word  of  God  and  the  constitution  of  this  Pres- 
ftcry.  And  report  liis  doings  to  ua  at  our  next  meeting. 
"  Signed  by  order,  "  \\*m.  Davidson,  Moderator." 

Some  years  expired  before  this  or  these  attempts  at 
nion  terminated. 

We  now  trace  eome  of  the  transactions  of  Baid  Synod 
while  it  existed. 

Tbcy  often  liad  cases  of  reference  from  the  lower  eourta, 
iind  at  some  of  tiieir  annual  meetings  their  sessions  were 
pnibacted  for  days.  Tliey  have  not,  however,  transmitted 
Uu  clear  records  of  their  transactions,  for  at  the  same 
ncttiDg  in  October,  1778,  wlien  Mr.  Houston  was  found 
JdeUnqucnt.  it  is  said,  "And  as  Bedford  was  annexed  to  the 
Kiowton  (poeaibly  the  Salom,  if  not,  it  was  the  Palmer) 
'iW>ytery,  tili  they  should  be  able  to  stand  by  themselves, 
'rtiich  they  now  axe,  therefore  this  Synod  now  dissolve  that 
'ntatioD  and  annex  said  Bedford  congregation  and  Mr. 
Eounlon  to  tho  Presbytery  of  Londonderry,  and  appoint 
tiitt  Presbytery  to  take  cognizance  of  any  affairs  that  may 
Apect  Mr.  Houston,  and  if  they  need,  to  call  in  one  or 
1*0 neighboring  Presbyteries  to  their  assistance." 

Windham,  September  15th,  1779,  met  and  after  "ser- 
*oii  constituted  with  prayer."  Present — Whittaker,  Bald- 
•m,  Houston,  Strickliind  and  Wilijams.  Absent — Perle^v. 
■'HeLun,  I'rquhart,  Gilmorc,  Huteheson,  Taggart,  Merrill 
««i|  Balch.  Perlcv,  Baleh  and  Taggart's  excuses  sustained. 
*Blrickland  and  Williams  reported  that  Houston  brought 
fcwi  (bo  State  of  New  Hampshire  a  testimonial  salisiao- 
1^,  and  Synod  now  restored  him  to  full  standing."  The 
ijnod,  whilo  they  acquitted  Elder  titbi^on  of  Nottingham, 
■**,  of  removing  his  neighbor's  landmark,  with  which  ha 
bu«n  charged  by  Asa  Davies,  Esq.,  admonish  him  for 
•vMbaiin^  to  do  so,  and  restored  htm  to  liis  privileges. 

At  Nattingham,  September  13th,  17S0,  six  present,  five 
Mlinttvre  absent,  six  elders  present.  As  the  Presbytery 
•[Stafton  did  not  receive  the  letter  of  Synod  in  time,  so 
Wm  tliem  there  is  no  reply. 

Aa  Ibc  civil  court  had  lately  confined  the  families  in 
•■tpiiriBh  to  their  own  bounds,  the  "  Synod  judge  that 
jBnboa  in  tlie  East  Parish  of  Londonderry,  belonging  to 
■•  Woftem  coDgregutiou,  have  right  to  act  with  them 
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still  in  all  ecclesiastical  affairs  as  fully  aa  before,  even 
though  they  continue  to  pay  for  the  support  of  the  minis- 
ter of  their  own  parish  only." 

This  was  their  deliverance  on  "the  appeal  of  the 
aggrieved  members  of  the  congregation  formerly  belonging 
to  the  Rev.  David  McGregore,"  "  and  furtlier,  that  as  there 
are  a  number  of  the  Western  Parish  who  cannot  conve- 
niently attend  at  the  Western  meeting-house  constantly, 
in  order  to  accommodate  them,  we  judge  that  they  Ol^fit 
to  be  allowed  at  the  old  house  one  Sabhnth  in  eight  of  all 
the  preaching  that  shall  he  in  said  West  Parish,  and  one 
sacrament  in  four,  and  also  occasional  lectures,  till  circum- 
stances shall  be  altered." 

The  session  of  Nottingham  West  had  condemned  Rich- 
ard Cutler  for  intemperance ;  he  had  appealed  to  the  Pres- 
bytery, and  on  tlie  case  now  referred  to  them  "  the  Synod 
confirm  the  sentence  of  the  session,  require  him  to  submit 
to  the  admonition  of  the  moderator ;  that  be  did  and  was 
restored." 

At  Pelham  the  Rev.  Mr.  Merrill  had  been  laboring.  A 
large  majority  desired  fo  call  and  settle  him,  and  to  pacify 
"  a  number  still  averse  thereto,"  the  majority  concluded  to 
support  him  "by  subscription,"  not  by  a  town  tax,  "sotlint 
the  dissatisfied  may  not  complain  of  oppression."  Oa 
their  behalf  "  Rev.  Mr.  Merrill  and  Elder  David  Grav  de- 
sired advice  as  to  his  continuance."  They  do  "  not  advise 
a  permanent  settlement  only  from  vear  to  year,  or  for  ft 
longer  period,  and  to  have  their  children  baptized  by  o^er 
ministtrs  of  our  own,  and,  if  they  think  best,  have  certifi- 
cates of  Eftandin;;  ^iven  to  them  when  they  apply  toouf 
other  minister  of  this  Synod  for  special  ordmancee." 

A  case  of  appeal  from  a  session,  even  when  sanctioned 
by  the  Presbytery,  was  now  reversed,  the  individual  »fr 

?|iiitted  and  restored  to  fellowship.  Other  cases  of  app«)il 
rom  the  lower  courts  they  settle  with  discrimination,  and 
the  accused,  in  the  spirit  of  meekness,  submitted  to  di»- 
cipline. 

Londonderry,  second  Wednesday  of  September,  1781, 
Synod  met.  Present — Rev.  Messrs.  Whittaker,  Baldwio, 
Houston,  Williams,  Strickland  and  Taggart,  with  elden 
from  Derry,  Salem,  Bedtbrd,  Windham,  Pembroke,  Pel- 
ham  and  Coleraine,  Absent — Merrill,  Gtlmore  and  Balclk 
Excused — McLean  and  Urquhart,  for  reasons  given. 


M  er«a 
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"The  Synod  were  favored  with  a  conference  with  the 
t.  Meppre.  Annan,  relative  to  ^a  union  with  their  body, 
1  greallv  rejoice  at  the  motion  they  have  made  and  at 
!  great  harmony  of  sentiments,  hoth  aa  to  doctrine  and 
icq>line,  which  exists  between  them  and  us.  We  feel 
■niingoven  to  drop  our  13th  article  and  alter  our  14th  to 
■mnciae  with  their  sentiments,  hut  decision  is  deferred  to 
ttie  next  meeting." 

As  when  the  declinature  was  taken  by  the  Boston  eon- 
^egitlon  on  September  20th,  1774,  some  thirty  persons  did 
tot  joiu  in  it  and  continued  their  connection  with  the 
Bonon  Presbytery,  now  the  Synod ;  so,  on  May  15th, 
1)82,  Iho  Synod  met  vrn  re  nata,  in  Boston  (aa  we  will  see), 
toSeptcmbcr  11th,  1782  (stated  by  the  Rev.  Simon  Wil- 
Kuat).  An  item  of  business  there  was  the  case  of  the 
Sw.  Nsthunicl  Merrill,  chained  with  getting  his  wife, 
ttioagfa  deceit,  to  sign  two  mstruments,  and  who  .had 
*" le groBB  chaises  against  her.  "He  had  disturbed  the 
oe  of  the  Presbytery  and  put  Presbyterianiam  as  well 
■  Christianity  to  an  open  shame." 
^e  Rev.  Sloses  Baldwin,  who  "  exhibited  the  charges 
pdiwt  Mr.  Merrill,  not  being  present,  the  Synod  proceeded 
'  rfiHo,"  "  Rev.  S.  Williams  protested  against  our  pro- 
NMiog  at  present  and  withdrew." 

"The  Synod  sent  a  letter  to  him  desiring  him  to  deliver 
^fte  papers  of  tlie  two  last  sessions  and  received  a  re- 
fcil  in  writing." 

"Hemll  acknowledged  the  fact  charged,  denied  the  de- 
*^  BUtde  confessions  and  retractions  of  his  statements 
~TOt  fab  wife  and  family,  asked  fomveness  of  his  wife, 
i'  God,  the  public,  and  of  the  Synod,  signed  his  written 
Mbiedon,"  and  "  They  admonished  him  to  greater  circum- 
IfMion,  relying  on  Divine  grace,  and  recommended  him 
•  ftt  chunrhea."  Mr.  Houston  desired  it  may  be  added, 
^AH  thb  may  be  open  to  a  revision  at  the  stated  meet- 

,■,  September  11th,  1782,  Synod  met. 

eeveo  ministers  with  five  elders.    Absent,  five. 

Williams,  upon  the  electing  of  the  clerk,  with- 

he  would  have  do  more  to  do  with  that 

tlie  papers  of  Synod;  offered  to  read  a 

ling  bis  declinature,  which  was  laid  on  the 
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table,  and  afterwards  read  by  the  moderator.  With  him, 
united  his  elder  from  Windham,  John  Dinemore,  Benja- 
min Smith,  Elder  of  Bedford,  and  James  Robertson,  Elder 
from  Penbrook.  They  express,  grief  and  trouble  at  what 
they  had  that  day  heard  in  Synod,  viz. : 

1st.  In  receiving  the  Rev.  Solomon  Pfirtey,  settled  under 
the  Congregation^  discipline,  aa  a  legal  member  of  your 
body. 

2d.  In  not  allowing  the  elders  of  vacant  congregations 
to  vote  in  choosing  the  moderator  and  clerk.  Dr.  Whit- 
taker  calted,  and  you  attended  a  meeting  in  Boston,  which 
wag  "a  direct  violation  ofthe  3d  article  of  our  conBtitution," 
which  says,  "Appeals  and  references  from  sessions  to  Pres- 
byteries, and  from  Presbytery  to  the  Synod,  and  no  link 
of  this  chain  of  subordination  shall  be  overleaped,  or  thia 
order  inverted," 

3d,  The  Synod  at  a  previous  session  declared,  that 
"  from  the  representation  of  the  Rev.  Mosea  Baldwin  re- 
specting the  Rev,  Mr.  Merrill,  they  would  take  no  notice 
of  his  afiairs  until  he  would,  according  to  order,  clear  ioB 
character  with  his  own  Presbytery," 

In  this  Mr,  Williams  maintained,  that  "order"  was 
"heaven's  first  law,"  and  in  ignoring  the  Presbytery,  its 
duties  and  privileges.  Synod  was  (at  least  apparently^ 
concentrating  power  to  its  own  destruction. 

"  Not  being  able  to  concur,  nor  passively  to  submit,"  they 
say,  "we  take  this  lawful  liberty  to  exonerate  our  own 
consciences,"  and  that  tliey  did  "meekly,  quietly  aai 
peaceably  withdraw." 

The  Synod  found  themselves  under  the  necessity  of 
proceeding  against  them.  As  the  Boston  Presbytery  (no<r 
the  Synod  of  New  England)  had  in  1769,  and  twice  in 
1774,  prohibited  the  ministers  of  the  churches  of  their 
body  from  holding  comniunion  with  the  Rev.  John  Mw- 
ray  of  Boothbay,  as  Williams  had  invited  him  to  assist  W 
the  Ixird's  Supper,  and  had,  without  consulting  any  of  hi* 
brethren,  read  the  papers,  and  did  what  was  done  for  in- 
ducting said  Murray  at  Newburyport,  as  ho  had  conducted 
himself  in  the  time  of  Synod  in  a  very  disorderly  way ;  M 
be  has  indulged  in  very  indecent  reflections  and  even 
mockeries  of  his  brethren  in  time  of  Synod,  and  has  shewn 
ungovemed,  sudden  passions,  contrary  to  the  ogress  O08t- 
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wand  of  Clmet;  that  he  has  induced  some  elders  to  unite 
him,  ami  for  several  other  reasons  recorded,  the  Synod, 
grief  and  reluctance,  declare  the  siiid  Williams  guilty 
Vfconturaacy,  schism  and  hypocrisy,  contrary  to  the  laws 
rfCliriet  and  the  peace  of  the  church. 

"•Therefore,  we  do  suspend  said  Williams  from  his  office 
HI  minister  of  Christ,  and  from  all  communion  with  any 
o(  this  body,  till  he  shall  manifest  repentance  for  the  above 
oiri9DC«8.  And  we  earnestly  beseech  him  and  the  elders 
ynoine  with  him  to  consider  their  ways  and  humble  thera- 
■BilvB  before  God,  and  seek  pardon  through  the  blood  of 
Chrut,  and  speedily  heal  the  breach  which  they  have 
Taii  in  the  churcn,  and  we  will  not  cease  to  pray  for 
Ibw  blffided  etlects  of  this  censure. 

"Voted,  That  this  censure  be  subject  to  the  revisal  of 
llienext  meeting." 

Thwe  brethren  were  allowed  till  the  first  day  of  Novem- 
wuext  to  manifest  their  rei>entance. 

"Ordered,  that  a  letter  expressive  of  a  desire  of  union 
•hh  them  be  written  to  the  Associate  Presbytery  of  New 
Yorii." 

Tlie  Rev.  Mr.  Perley  was  directed  to  instruct  his  people 
JB  Preshy  terianism  "  and  lead  them  to  a  union  witn  tnis 
Wv,  or  tlie  Presbytery  on  the  Connecticut  river." 

'Whereas  the  Presbytery  of  Ijondonderry  have  dismissed 
"•eongtcgation  of  the  West  Parish,  in  Ix>ndonderry,  from 
1fc«lr  Presbjlery,  yet  the  Svnod  judge  they  retain  their 
«*■&)»  to  this  Synod."* 

From  the  notices  given  and  extracts  taken  from  records, 
llwiH  be  seen  that  Presbyterianism  in  New  England  had 
pmd  itfl  noonday,  and  that  its  tide  had  begun  to  ebb. 
iKSarent  causes  conspired  to  produce  this  result.  The 
WK  of  a  fund  for  the  aiil  of  young  men  preparing  for  the 
ttinbttv,  bad  iu  inflaenee.  For  this,  the  hopes  of  Mur- 
ftyinJ  others,  to  estflblisli  a  Bnrse  at  Dartmouth,  were 
"WB  time  to  time  expressed.  But,  in  war  times,  with  a 
*"p  commercial  dcpri'ssion  settled  on  the  land,  threaten- 
h(  to  drive  the  ministry  from  their  pulpits,  and  but  a 

'Tfct  Bar.  Witliam  Dnviiifon  and  his  congrcgnlion  joined  the  Pre»- 
V«rMthe  Ewlward  oo  October 23d,  1781.  The;  comeqiientl;  foraied 
»|MrfIluafi/nod. 
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limited  amotint  of  public  spirit  developed  in  the  few  who 
had  means,  nothing  for  t}ie  support  and  increase  of  Pres- 
byterianism  was  established,  but  what  was  soon  aesimilated 
to. its  surroundings,  especially  in  the  bounds  of  "  tiie  Pres- 
bytery of  Connecticut  river." 

Another  cause  was  the  violent  tempers  of  not  a  few  of 
the  ministry.  Thus  to  one  it  was  said,  "  Mr.  Moorehead, 
you  have  double  as  much  grace  as  any  other  one  of  us, 
but  you  have  not  half  enough  for  yourself."  And  we  have 
just  noticed  a  part  of  the  charges  of  a  hasty  spirit  and  a 
violent  temper,  but  too  truly  made  against  the  Rev.  Simon 
Williams,  The  immoralities  in  life  of  not  a  few  of  the 
ministers  conspired  to  the  same  end.  But  by  the  want  of  the 
stated  ordinances  of  the  gospel  in  many  cases,  and  by  the 
teaching  of  erroneous  doctrines  in  others,  "  pure  and  unde- 
filed  religion,"  during  this  quarter  of  a  centurv,  among 
Presbyterians  in  New  England,  "gained  much  harm  ana 
loss." 

In  many  towns  congregations  carae  to  Presbyterian  ism, 
Bometimes  to  avoid  Jonathan  Edwards'  "  confused  way  of 
church  government  in  th«  land,"  as  did  the  congregatjon 
of  Newburyport.  While  those  coming  from  the  Bntiab 
Isles  took  it  the  natural  way,  their  posterity  in  a  few  gen- 
erations, had  Presbyterian  ism  so  mild  that  it  ran  out  of 
their  systems.  They  did  not  "  take  heed  to  the  doctrine  " 
"  sealed  by  the  blood  of  the  covenant,"  and  in  not  a  few 
cases,  ceased  to  be  "  valiant  for  the  truth  in  the  earth." 

In  some  towns  "  the  earth  helped  the  woman,"  and  toet 
must  honor  the  church  of  the  Parish,  if  not  the  Lord,  with 
their  substance,  or  be  cast  into  prison  as  were  tlioac  two 
of  Chester,  N.  H.  Upon  the  churches,  as  well  as  the  otlicf 
interests  of  the  community,  the  war  produced  deleterious 
effects  in  lowering  the  standard  of  morality  and  giving  in- 
creasing vitality  to  crime. 

The  main  conflict  was,  however,  partly  between  the  ilifr 
similarity  ofthe  races  injtixta  position  as  this  was  mou]<l«<l 
and  influenced  by  the  form  of  church  government  and  by 
worship. 

As  Christ  executes  his  kingly  office,  not  onlj'  by  subdu- 
ing his  people  to  himself,  but  by  ruling  them,  so,  when 
men  view  the  Eiblo  as  simply  adequately  inspired,  ud 
not  plenarily  nor  verbally,  it  is  not  a  difficult  proceofl  10 
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dimiuate  ffrom  it)  ordination  "by  the  laying  on  of  the 
lands  of  the  PreBbytery  "  and  all  that  ia  peculiar  to  that 
■pedes  of  church  polity.  Hence,  bo  long  as  "  the  church 
«  the  Parish  "  was  maintained  by  the  sword  of  the  civil 
power,  compelling  all  within  its  prescribed  limits  to  BUp- 
port  the  minister  of  the  town,  and  if  they  were  of  a  differ- 
ent persDaaion,  forcing  them  in  addition,  to  support  their 
wtn  miniBtry.  large  inducements  were  extended,  in  almost 
d  cases,  to  Presbyterians  in  New  England,  to  conform  to 
Ukst  suTTOundingB.  A  large  source  of  change,  conspiring 
to  tile  enfeebling  of  Presbyterianism  in  these  bounds,  also 
iwieflaingly  flowed  from  the  influence  of  the  local  system 
in  domestic  life  and  the  social  relations, 

"  I.et  the  wife  see  that  she  reverence  her  husband  "  (Eph. 
*.!!),  when  viewed  as  only  adequately  inspired,  is  not 
Wnidiy  to  the  rule  of  elders  in  a  church,  nor  to  the  sya- 
Iwi,  ihc  very  existence  of  which  implies  it 
%*  idea  of  iionoring  "  the  faces  of  the  elders,"  when  col- 
'ed  with,  "let  your  women  keep  silence  in  the  churches" 
i  levcllecl  to  adequate  inspiration,  has  seldom  a.  very 
J  influence  on  that  oneness  which  conBtitutes  the 
.[6  relation,  especially  where  a  believer  in  verbal  in- 
>|iinlion  "  renders  to  the  wife  due  benevolence,"  and  "  so 
toftt  hia  wife  even  as  himself."  It  requires  plenary  and 
TnUl  inspiration  to  make  "  the  weaker  vensel "  realize  the 
tmnlDK  of  husband,  that  is  "honseband,  the  band  and 
Wd  of  the  house,  who  shall  bind  and  hold  it  together," 
*»  h&vp  Been  this  illustrated  in  the  case  of  Mrs.  Colonel 
«H,  ".Ul  this  with  your  advice,  not  otherwise."  (Letter 
lohim,  September  8th,  1776,) 
Itrmist  >w  remembered  that  these  statements  are  made 

■  wftrencc  lo  the  causes  then  commencing  operation,  for, 
tetS  tfter  the  Revolutionary  war,  the  New  Englanders 
•w  Puritans  and  believed  in  the  plenary  inspiration  of 
■(  Scriptures  very  literally.     They  at  one  time  believed 

■  ihe  vcrbnJ  inspiration  of  Ex.  xxii.  18,  "  Thou  sb^t  not 
^K«wHch  to  live,"  but,  when  the  mind  recoiled  from 
y,IOP  literal  an  interpretation,  it  did  not  stop  at  the 
Hiinrof  &ith  and  plenary  inspiration,  but  went  on  to 
9  ItribcHoiv  of  mental  instability  and,  in  our  modem 

ted  in  an  adetjuacy  of  the  supernatural,  or  in 
;  or  in  mere  opmion,  taste  or  feeling. 
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Hence,  "  I  will  not  telieve  what  I  cannot  nnderstanil,** 
has  become  at  times  a  practical  aphorism  with  some  of  the 
descendants  of  the  Puritans. 

Consequently,  where  faith  and  logic  of  such  diverse 
kinds  were  found  in  father  and  mother,  the  children  would 
usually  take  the  course  which  led  to  "  the  largest  liberty," 
the  eEisiest,  the  most  honorable  and  popular  form.  In 
doing  so,  they  were  not  always  required  by  "the  customs 
lit'  the  churches  "  "'  to  suffer  affliction  with  the  people  of 
God." 

It  would  take  the  faith  and  logic  of  Moses  to  make  this 
choice. 

Wiienthe  Presbyterians  came  among  them  they  found 
the  New  Englanders  almost  universally ''  sound  in  the  faith 
of  God's  elect,"  and  pure  in  morals.  As  unaanctilied 
human  beings,  they  were  not  perfect  nor  free  from  sectariaa 
rancor,  and  they  viewed  Quakers,  Anabaptists,  Episco- 
palians, and  Presbyterians  as  intruders.  Still,  while  four- 
fifths  of  them  statedly  waited  on  God  in  public  worship 
in  alt  seasons  of  the  year  (with  rare  exceptions),  and  a 
man  under  oath  before  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Cchd- 
mons  (in  1660)  could  declare  "  I  have  lived  seven  years  in 
New  England,  and  I  have  never  there  heard  a  profane  oath 
or  seen  a  drunken  man,"  the  calamities  and  immoralitiee 
of  war  a  century  afterwards  extensively  marred  thia  pur- 
ity and  simplicity  in  almost  a  single  generation. 

The  air  of  enthusiasm  introduced  by  breaking  tlie  fetters 
of  colonial  dependency  and  introducing  with  national  ex- 
istence national  liberty,  had  (not  necessarily)  apparently 
an  extensive  tendency  to  throw  off  the  wholesome  re- 
straints of  superiors,  to  induce  the  young  to  forget  thdr 
position,  and  to  undermine  "  the  things  which  are  true, 
pure,  lovely,  and  of  good  report."  Like  Jerusalem  ia 
ruins,  "the  faces  of  the  elders  were  no  longer  honored.^ 
It  also  gave  ample  "scope  and  verge"  to  theological 
thought,  as  it  was  imported  from  Continental  Europe, 
until  their  various  "  sctiennea "  supplanted  the  logic  and 
theology  of  the  New  England  Primer. 

These  and  other  co-operating  influences  in  the  sane 
direction  were  bursting  the  bud  during  the  short  years  of 
the  existence  of  the  Synod  of  New  England  ;  but  the  skill 
and  application  of  one  man  probably  surpassed  them  all. 
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The  Rev.  Isaac  Watts,  D,  D.,  the  guest  of  men  of  rank 
in  Knfiland,  not  only  wrote  "  On  the  Improvement  of  the 
JJind"an(J  "Logic" — very  useful  works — but  also  set  forth 
tiu  belief  that  "  the  souls  of  the  children  of  unbeiieviug 
pinnt8  dying  in  infancy  are  annihilated"  (Buck^s  Die.). 
tnil"tbat.the  first  thing  which  God  made  was  the  soul  oi 
Jous  Christ,  and  by  this  his  first  production  he  made  all 
ihinjB  else." 

This  fanciful  and  false  idea  was  by  Jona,  Edwards  ( Worha) 
Khittd  in  fourteen  particulars,  and  it  lies  harmlessly 
unoQg  the  mental  lumber  which  has  been  consigned  "  to 
tbt  Doles  and  to  the  bats."  Not  so  the  outgoings  of  the 
nnl of  the  doctor  in  poetry.  For  his  "Cradle  Hymns," 
wdtitttdes  would  have  remembered  his  name  with  pleasure 
it  he  had  slopped  there,  but  of  the  Book  of  Psalms,  givea 
WGtiUtlie  Holy  Ghost,  he  undertook  to  imitate  13i)  "in 
Iwlanniage  of  the  New  Testament,"  and  concerning  thorn 
■IcdUied, ''  1  would  like  to  see  David  turned  into  a  Chris- 

The  nourishinj;  deep  roots  of  a  Christian  Church  are 
Snnd  where  families  and  households  evening  and  moro- 
ngsiiew  forth  the  loving  kindness  of  the  Lord  in  sweet 
jpiunu,  and  from  their  childliood  youth  are  taught  tu 
•10*  th«  Scripturesj  where,  out  of  the  mouths  of  babes 
W  inltuite,  praise  is  given  to  God  beneath  the  parentnl 
TWif,  When  ?uch  flow  together  to  the  heights  of  Zion,  her 
■■HnbliCT  are  blessed  with  times  of  refreshing. 

Atlhs  risk  of  intelligent  contradiction,  I  state  tliat  just 
npmortitm  as  the  poetry  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Isaac  Watte  is 
iBUuiKied  into  any  church  or  by  any  denomination,  "the 
Wi«t«f  jtiv  and  rmoicinff  in  the  dwellings  of  the  righteous  " 
tiJiaitnlBried.  His  "  Darid  turned  into  a  Christian,"  even 
rtw  (upplcniented  by  the  skeptic,  Joel  Barlow,  and  sanc- 
SW  by  tlip  Hi'v.  Dr.  Timothy  Dwight,  is  not  adapted  to 
•tpttw  th«*  ppiritual  joy  of  God-loving  families,  who  abide 
^«r  the  shadow  of  the  Almighty,  in  shewing  forth  hta 
""UR  kindnefs  in  the  morning  and  declaring  to  him  his 
Hlfafiilncw  every  night.  They  must  sing  psalms  to  him 
"ttKtitOB  to  express  the  emotions  of  their  souls,  for  his 
*taUBd  is,  "Is  any  merry?  Let  him  sing  psalms." 
MiMorediy,  if  his  i'raginents  of  the  psidtcr  Imitjited  in 
tclu^ptage  of  the  New  Testament  will  not  express  such 
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heaven-bom  joy,  hia  hymnB  for  the  use  of  "  vulgar  Chris- 
tians "  will  not.  Not  any  one  of  them  is  a  portion  of  the 
living  and  incorruptible  seed  of  the  Word  which  liveth 
andabideth  forever,  and  " -what  is  the  chaff  to  the  wheat?" 
I  present  the  early  psalm -singing  New  England  in  contrast 
with  the  present  as  irrefragable  proof,  "impugn  it  who 
liata."    So  Presbyterian  ism  there  has  found  it. 

This  innovation,  exchanging  a  reality — a  perfect  whole 
— for  an  imitation,  desolating  to  "  the  truth  as  it  is  in 
Jesus,"  we  have  seen  was  opposed  by  Coleman,  of  Brattle 
street,  Boston,  and  other  failhful  men,  but  in  vain.  For 
in  the  course  of  a  generation  or  two,  it  in  the  Congrega- 
tionalist  Churches  supplanted  "  the  Bay  State  Version  of  the 
Psalms,"  silenced  the  Jehovah's  soug  in  thousands  of  fam- 
ilies, and  finally  jilayed  the  whale  with  Jonah  with  the 
Presbyterian  version  almost  universally.  Whcri  and 
wherever  "  godliness  "  existed  in  New  England,  its  vitality 
was  always  and  only  commensurate  with  its  "  sound  doc- 
trine "  (alias  Calvinism ),  and  the  daily  use  of  "  those  glo- 
rious psalms  let  down  from  a  higher  plane"  (Rev.  Joseph 
Cook). 

In  1774,  the  Rev.  Moses  Baldwin,  who  in  early  life  bad 
been  trained  to  the  Imitations  and  Hymns,  became  (as  all 
religious  poetical  innovators  do)  a  "  man  of  feeling."  He 
had  "  a  felt  want,"  and  he  not  only  obtained  liberty  to  in- 
dulge it,  but,  as  "  forbidden  fruit  is  sweet,"  his  example 
became  prevalent.  Among  those  congregations  which 
oame  to  Presbyterianism  they  were  both  pabulum  and 
condiment.  Into  most  of  the  churches  composing  the 
Presbyteries  and  the  Synod  they  were  speedily  introduced, 
and  the  new  tunes  required  for  the  enjoyment  of  them  did 
violence  to  the  feelings  of  many  of  the  aged. 

When  the  use  of  the  Imitations  became  general  among 
them,  "  Tchabod  "  was  written  as  frontlets  between  the  ey« 
of  Presbyterianism  in  New  England,  and  rottenness  had 
entered  into  its  bones.  Emigration  to  their  towns  hod  ex- 
tensively ceased,  and  their  youth  witnessed  with  diminish- 
ing interest  the  abandonment  of  the  "sweet  psalms"  with 
which  their  fathers  and  forefathers  had  caused  the  wilder- 
ness and  solitary  place  to  rejoice,  as  their  morning  ud 
evening  songs  went  up  from  "the  dwellings  of  the  right- 
eous." 
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There  is  something  magnanimous  in  contending  for  a 
josl  couso  under  adverse  circumstanceB,  and  this  the  Synod 
ii  N'eiv  England,  ao  long  as  its  diminished  forces  wore  the 
name,  eiiriiestly  did.  Tlieir  liounds  were  extensive — from 
I^liDtr,  Mass.,  to  £afit«rn  Maine — and  tiieir  disadvantages 
vets  consequently  great.  They  could  not  at  any  time, 
owing  in  iwirt  to  the  expenses,  during  the  seven  years'  war, 
conMcU.>(V  with  travelling  for  days  on  horeebuek,  ollen  in 
inclviiibiit  seasons,  over  bad  roads,  have  a  perfectly  full 
oweliiig.  From  time  to  time  their  roll  was  dimininhed  b^ 
Uu  wrongdoing  of  some,  requiring  the  exercise  of  disci- 
-'■— ^  mid  occasionally  among  them  there  "arose  men 
Eing  perverse  things,"  "  causing  contentions,"  and 
HuJiy  withdrawing  from  their  fellowship.  They  hod 
tin,  doubt Ic-ss,  been  somewhat  disappointed  from  the  fail- 
In  of  ibe  anticipated  co-operation  of  the  I'reshytery  of 
QnAon. 

Whilo  carrying  on  their  watch  and  care  oa  the  Boston 
^Bd)Vlery,  on  November  9th,  1774,  at  Nowburyport,  the 

r.  ilr.  Hutchinson,  of  Pomfret,  Vt.,  had  petitioned 
tfctin  (prolxibly  with  others  in  his  region}  "  with  regard  to 
bifbrming  of  a  Presbytery  at  Dartmouth  College,"  founded 
If  Presbyterians,  and  then  five  years  old.  They  recora- 
■■nded  to  him  prudence  in  his  exertions  in  the  case,  and 
la  nport  to  them ;  but  "  the  Presbytery  of  Grafton  "  or 
*o( Connecticut  River"  (which,  on  October  21st,  1783, 
~it  only  licensed  Mr.  Simon  F.  SV'illiams,  but  excomrau- 
— ttta4  Iho  Rev.  Mr.  Burroughs)  stood  aloof  from  the 
^rnod,  while  "  the  Presbytery  at  the  Eastward  "  formed 
Qkomvely  an  ecclesiastical  asylum  for  tlie  troublers  of 
ttiiir  Umcl. 

Comwquently,  of  the  thirteen  ministers,  McGregore, 
Bouion,  Mitohell,  Perley,  Strickland,  Merrill,  Mclean, 
I'l^QluLrt,  Whittaker,  Balch,  Williams,  Baldwin,  and  Tag- 
Pit,*ith  six  ruling  elders  (while  Parsons,  Gilmore,  and 
^^Udsoii  were  absent),  who  at  Seohrook,  on  June  2d, 
I'TS.tigDcd  their  constitution  as  a  Synod,  but  a  part  were 
fMntftt  their  last  meeting  at  Londonderry  i  West  Parish) 
*8qrtember  12th,  1782,  viz.,  Whittaker,  Houston,  Wil- 
^■t  Strickland,  Taggart,  Merrill,  and  Perley,  with  five 
WB,  wbilc  McLean,  Urquhart,  Balch,  and  Baldwin  were 
L    At  this  meeting,  Williams  (with  the  elders  from 
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Windham,  Bedford,  and  Pembrook)  Withdrew,  and,  as 
Btated,  he  was  suspended. 

The  varied  causes  wiiich  have  been  noticed,  and  proba- 
bly others,  were  all  conspiring  to  prevent  the  growth  of 
pure  PreJibyterianiBui,  and  whether  understanding  denomi- 
nationally or  not,  the  influences  brought  to  bear  upon 
them,  they  felt  the  reality.  They  "  knew  that  the  heavens 
do  rule,"  and  instead  of  endeavoring  fiulher  to  uphold, 
that  on  which  their  hearts  were  set  at  their  oi^nization, 
they  submitted  to  the  developments  of  the  Divine  pleasure. 
On  September  Hth  they  record :  "  The  Synod  taKing  into 
consideration  the  broken  circumstances  to  which  the  Provi- 
dence of  God  hath  brought  us  liy  the  death  of  several  of 
our  members  and  othenvise ;  therefore,  we  judge  it  neces- 
sary to  dissolve  this  Synod  for  the  present,  and  form  a 
Presbytery  of  the  whole,  by  the  name  oi"  the  Presbytery 
of  Salem. 

"  Voted,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  wait  on  the 
Grafton  Presbytery,  in  order  to  open  the  way  to  form  a 
union  with  them,  in  some  manner  that  may  be  for  mutual 
advantage."  Dr.  Whittaker  was  appointed.  Then  came 
the  fact,  solemn,  indeed,  to  those  whose  "  hearts  trembled 
for  the  ark  of  God,"  for  on  September  12th,  1782,  the 
record  reads : 

"  The  Synod  being  this  day  dissolved  by  an  unanimous 
vote,  the  members  convened  at  the  house  of  Elder  Fisher 
in  order  to  form  themselves  into  a  Presbytery." 

Nature  produces  maturity  in  the  animal  and  vegetable 
kingdoms,  which  by  inevitaole  law  is  succeeded  by  decay. 
Empires  and  renowned  cities  have  their  growth,  their 
grandeur  and  dilapidation,  and  Presbyterianism  in  New 
England  did  not  escape  the  common  doom.  Betweet 
1768  and  1793  this  polity  was  extensively  spread  in  this 
region  where  all  its  surroundings  were  hostile  to  its  ex- 
istence. 

In  the  following-named  places,  as  well  as  probablv  some 
others,  especially  in  Connecticut,  it  was  for  a  time  planted, 
viz. :  Boston,  Derry,  Londonderry,  Worcester,  Chester, 
Palmer,  Oxford,  Porpooduc  on  Casco  Bay,  Oakfaun, 
Blandford,  Pelham,  Newburyport,  Salem,  Sayfcrook,  Pent- 
broke,  Windham,  Goflstown,  Bedford,  Kingston,  Coleniise, 
Eofiton,  Lunenburg,  Peterboro,  Rutland,  Pazton,  Boscawen, 
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Princeton,  Greenwich,  Groton,  Candia,  Antrim,  Deer  Isl- 
ind,  New  Boston,  Dunbarton,  Greenfield,  Litchfield,  Not- 
linghftm,  Canterbury,  New  Gloucester,  Canaan,  Sylvester, 
To[i«hain,  Turner,  Franceatoivn,  Gray,  \Vinthrop,  Machias, 
Liiicoln,  Amesbury,  Boothbay,  Bristol,  Brunswick,  Belfast, 
Pownulboro,  Warren  and  St.  Georses,  Voluntown,  Damar- 
iscwta,  New  Market,  Falmouth,  Hanover,  East  Hanover, 
Lyme,  Croydeii,  Orford,  Plermoiit,  N,  H.,  Norwich,  Hart- 
funi,  FoJrk-e,  Royalton,  Tunbridpe,  Randolph,  Thetford, 
Barnard,  Newbury,  Topaham,  Poml'ret  nnd  perhaps  other 
towns  in  Vermont ;  apart  from  Craftsbury,  Barnet,  Rye- 
gX*  and  South  Ryeeate,  which  may  be  afterwards  noticed. 

In  but  a  few  of  tbeao  (above  seventy)  places  was  it  fairly 
[tliuted.  In  many,  perhaps  in  most  cases,  Edwards'  "  un- 
titled and  confused  way"  induced  not  a  few  towns  to 
giwtn  this  new  thing  a  trial,  as  was  done  in  Newburyport 
tort  Easton.  Beside  this,  while  the  form  of  government 
might  be  approximated,  tbe  doctrine  extensively  main- 
tained and  dLscipline  executed,  the  great  difficulty  was  in  ■ 
tudvith  the  worship. 

One  class  of  Presbyterians,  maiiitaining  that  all  scrip- 
tuieii  plenarily  inspired,  found  their  matter  of  praise  ex- 
^aanly  in  the  Psalter.  This  was  the  case  not  only  with 
fw  Scotch- Irish  but  with  the  French.  Tbey  used  it  only, 
■ndln  their  metrical  version  they  had  to  every  line  rausi- 
<il  notes  placed.  Not  so  the  New  En^landers.  In  some 
<Mee  they  might  have  brought  with  them  the  Bay  State 
flioi],  but,  during  this  period,  they  seem  to  have  used 
*>ljriho  139  psalms  "  imitated,"  together  with  the  Doctor's 
^me  t)ooks  of  hymns.  In  such  cases,  while  order  mij^ht 
">W  been  more  extensively  kept  by  the  use  of  Presbyte- 
''■l  forms  and  faithful  pastors  and  elders  encournffed  and 
BiMBined,  yet  the  overshadowing  wings  of  the  civil  power 
"■de  the  sustenance  of  the  ministry  more  secure,  nence 
JqrtMily  appealed  to  Csesar.  In  all  but  a  very  few  cases 
Iw  "loaves  and  fishes"  of  Presbyterian  ism  were  but  small 
jOliomewhat  uncertain.  Hence,  McKinstry,  Keith,  Hill- 
''XBe  and  others  of  that  generation,  while  indebted  to 
^lAytmnnifiin  for  their  moral  worth,  were  sustained  as 
Ctaptftxtionul  teachers  by  civil  law.  And  while  we  have 
■<Q  McGregor,  Taggart  and  Brown  of  the  next  generation 
leaded  in  the  same  way  as  ministers  of  towns,  still,  to 
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young  and  aspiring  natives,  it  was  not  always  desirable  to 
risk  the  triithfulnesa  of  the  Muster,  that "  the  laborer  is 
worthy  of  hia  hire."  Hence,  we  iind  not  only  McKeen 
leaving,  hut  the  two  sons  of  the  Kev,  Siniou  Williams  of 
Windham,  after  obtaining  aid  from  Presbyterian  churches 
as  Bursara  at  Dartmoutli  College,  entering  declinatures  to 
Presbylerial  authority  and  becoming  CongregationaJiet 
preachers. 

In  all  this,  however,  we  have  the  collapse  of  tlie  Synod 
of  New  England,  after  a  life  of  seven  years  and  three 
months,  and  "  a  nation  "  must  be  found  to  "  change  their 
gods"  before  another  comes  into  existence  in  the  same 
territorial  bounds. 


IN   KEW   ENGLASD. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


Grolon  receiseJ — To  be  txiitioiw  in  receiving  timmberu,  iinlea  _ . . 
bvteriaiiH — Whittaker  slaiidifTul — A  iJiflitiilty  beiwetn  McLaan  and 
Urqiihart  aboiil  Urqiihnrl's  wives — Result — Wliiilnker  and  a  Congre- 
Kational  Cnuncil — Cliargex  rufuted  in  1774— Dr.  Wliitlaker  i^xliorted 
to  a  warch  while  he  ia  a  worlliy  TiiinJHter — Merrill  from  bad  (o  worse 
— McLean  dinniiiHed — Gray — NirteH  ot  llie  cliiireb  and  or  the  town — 
Fire,  nho  call  thcDmelves  BaptinU,  diwelit — Dr.  Whittaker  diaminied 
— Settled  in  Canaan,  Maine,  1784— New  lowna  apply — S^vater  net- 
tlen  Strickland,  1784^ (£50)— Creditable  to  bolli  parlies— -A  liearty 
wish— To  Biih  an  "  Incorporation  " — An  eihortation — Pre»ibyiery  now 
in  ihe  liumnr — Uniformitj  recomoiended — Union  River  received — 
Sint  die — Called  meeting  at  Tunier^Umiiharl  deceives — Perley  of 
Gray  absent — Congregation  not  hospitable  to  Presbytery— Expedi- 
ency— Minutes  defeclive — Wiiliama  cut  off— Merrill  deponed — George 
Gilmore  long  abnent  in  dropped^Final  meeting  of  Presbyterj  at  Gray 
— 1791 — Perley  to  bediBmisseii  frum  Gray— Adjourned  Sine  die — We 
have  seen  devulopment,  growth,  vitality  and  decay  of  the  Boston 
Presbytery,  the  Synod,  etc — We  now  turn  to  the  Presbytery  at  the 
ERHtWiird. 

We  turn  now  to  the  Presbytery  of  Salem.    It  was  formed 

I  in  the  house  of  Elder  Fisher,  at  I.ondonderry,  N.  H.,  on 

I  September  12th,  1782,  and  consisted  of  Rev.  Messrs.  Whit- 

}  tSKer,  Houston,  Strickland,  Perley,  Taggart,  Merrill,  with 

Ruling  Elders  Thomas  McGee,  Hubbard  and  Oliver.    The 

next  recorded  meeting  was  held  at  Salem,  on  September 

10th,  1783,  when  four  ministers  were  present  and  seven 

were  absent. 

As  Mr.  Williams  did  not  appear  his  suspension  was  con- 
tinued. He  and  the  elders  who  joined  with  "him  in  hia 
declinature,"  were  cited  again.  An  answer  to  a  letter  pre- 
viously written  to  the  Eev.  Dr.  Clarice,  of  Salem,  N.  Y., 
was  then  read,  "  expressing  a  desire  of  said  union  and  an 
.engagement  to  lay  the  matter  before  tlieir  body  (the  Asso- 
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ciate  Reformed  Presbytery  of  New  York)  at  their  next 
meeting."  "A  reply  was  now  ordered  to  be  sent  through 
the  Rev,  Robert  Annan  of  Boston."  Tbo  Rev.  Mr.  Merrill 
being  charged  with  crime  now  tailed  to  appear, 

Dr,  Whittaker  was  directed  to  continue  his  correspond- 
ence, with  the  Gratlon  Presbytery,  Commissioners  ap- 
Fjured  from  a  society  in  Groton  asking  to  be  received,  but 
resbytery  ascertained  that  said  associated  persons  wert? 
under  censure,  and  that  the  Congregationnlist  church  ta 
which  thejf  belonged  had  refused  them  a  copy  of  said  cen- 
sure. This  procedure  was  deemed  unjust  and  tyninnioai. 
Presbytery  received  them  and  requested  "  said  church  to 
give  all  the  light  they  can  in  the  affair," 

The  Rev,  Jno.  Urquhart  presented  severe  charges  against 
"the  people  of  Warren  aiid  St,  Gerges  lower  plantation," 
and  desired  a  dismission  from  hia  charge.  Presbytery 
dealt  with  them,  and  investigated  the  charges  which  ihey 
preferred  against  liim,  which,  after  the  investigation,  were 
considered  unfounded. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Taggart  by  letter  now  informed  the 
Presbytery  that  "  he  had  made  overtures  to  the  Associate 
Reformed  Presbytery  of  New  York  for  a  junction  with 
them  as  far  as  may  he  without  a  dismission  from  thia 
body,"  This  step  was  deemed  to  be  "  irregular  and  un- 
presbyterial,"  as  fie  had  not  previously  informed  them,  and 
as  this  Presbytery  were  now  "  endeavoring  a  union  with 
the  same  body,"  So  he  has  prejudged  the  matter, and 
they  ordered  hira  to  appear  before  them  at  their  next  meet- 
ing to  give  satisfaction.  A  Mr.  Ikliltimore  now  nppean  w 
"  our  candidate." 

Groton,  June  9th,  17S4,  Presbytery  met.  Present,  seven 
ministers,  with  two  elders ;  absent,  four,  witli  '"  their  el- 
ders." 

No  answer  had  been  received  to  the  letter  written  to  the 
Rev.  Robert  Annan  respecting  union ;  nor  had  any  been 
received  from  the  Grafton  Presbytery,  to  whom  Dr.  Whit- 
taker  had  written.  Ou  receipt  of  letters  from  Mr.  Taggart 
and  the  A.  R.  Presbytery,  they  are  to  be  informed  thai 
while  "we  are  willing  to  hold  Christian  correspondenot 
and  communion  with  them,  it  appears  to  be  sonienrhal  O- 
reguUr  to  dismiss  Mr.  Taggart  under  present  circum- 
stances ;  therefore  we  must  wait  for  further  light"    Tliey 


^^^H)t^to  have 
■PIR^  before  th 
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their  continued  application  for  union 
the  A.  R.  Synod  for  their  judgment." 
^  Upon  the  spot,  they  found  that  while  it  was  represented 
that  the  whole  society  in  Groton  applying  for  adniission 
trt  the  Preshyterian  persuasion  were  under  the  censure  of 
the  Congregational  Cliurch,  that  "  only  three  of  said  per- 
'nu  vere  so  at  that  time."  As  to  the  three,  the  church 
Touldgive  no  "light  on  the  subject"  as  to  the  e;roundB  of 
ihtir  censure,  excepting  that  "  they  had  used  tlieir  Cliris- 
Sai  liberty  in  joining  said  society,"  and  "after  mature 
iccndderation  they  were  received  as  a  regular  Presbyterian 
tttioa."  "After  careful  and  judicious  investigation,  they 
VUIq,  they  ought  to  be  considered  to  be  in  good  standing 
j&liie  C'Durch  of  Christ."  A  caution  was  then  given  to 
Sum  as  a  society  "  to  cultivate  harmony  with  our  Congre- 
'Mfcmal  bretliren ;  to  be  cautious  in  receiving  any  mem- 
'•ta,  anleeei  to  occasional  communion,  who  are  not  of  the 
Attltyhrriaii  persuasion ;  and  especially  to  reject  all  whose 
ttonl  character  is  such  us  to  bring  discredit  on  religion  in 
'innKl  or  to  the  Presbyterian  interest  in  particular."  A 
'•^of  this  minute  was  ordered  to  be  served  on  the  Rev. 
'Vl  Chaplin,  minister  of  the  town. 

^A*  Dr.  Whiltaker  was  now  walking  in  trouble  arising 
""  n  rianders,  his  case  at  tliia  time  received  an  extensive 
^tion,  the  results  of  which  were  favorable  to  his 
n  standing.  In  the  meantime.  Presbytery  "  called 
^yJttati  wlio  have  reported  scandalous  stories  respecting 
Mm  to  give  regular  and  autlientic  testimony  of  his  ira- 
'■onl  behavior  to  the  Presbytery,"  at  a  time  and  place 
ftn  appointed. 

^Tli9  Moderator  was  now  ordered  to  exhort  the  Rev.  Mr, 
^bajil  to  watchfulness  in  his  conduct  for  the  future. 

At  tbia  meeting  at  Groton,  June  11th,  1784,  a  letter 

b  Dr.  Whittaker  wrote  to  the  Rev.  R.  Annai^was  read, 

J!*  alao  iheir  minute,  previously  noticed,  re8|iecting  the 

nladon  of  llie  Rev.  Mr.  Taggart  while  negotiations  for 

taion  of  ilie  two  bodies  was  pending ;  and  they  conclude 

ltl)uttt;r  at  thin  time  by  expressions  of  gooil-will  and  an 

WBFt  desire  for  a  union  witJi  the  Associate  Reformed 

irabjrtm-  of  New  York.    This  Prtsliyiery  has  also  a  New 

IngMDd  history,  wliich  will  in  due  time  appear, 

AatAbei  matter  tlien  received  official  attention.    It  was 

U 
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a  difficulty  which  had  arisen  between  the  Kev.  Alex.  Mo- 
Lean  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Urquhart.  Tlie  latter,  as  we  have 
seen,  leaving  his  wife  in  Scotland,  and  hearing  that  she 
was  dead,  had  married  another.  A  letter  from  the  true 
wife,  addressed  to  his  care,  Mr.  McLean  had  shewn  to  the 
American  wife  before  he  gave  it  to  Mr.  Urquhart.  In  his 
reaentment  his  letters  and  expressions  he  had  "not 
kept  within  the  rules  of  tenderness,"  "  and  we  heartily 
recommend  it  to  them  both  to  express  their  forgiveness  to 
each  other  for  any  imprudences  the  hour  of  teini>tntion 
may  have  produced,  and  resolve  to  bury  all,  and  embrace 
each  other  in  the  arms  of  cordial  friendship.  We  find 
nothing  but  what  may  hnve  been  the  effect  of  incaution 
and  infirmity."  This  was  voted  by  the  Presbytery,  and 
acquieBced  in  by  both  parties. 

Concerning  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Salem,  of  whom 
a  part  had  called  in  a  Congregational  council  to  judge  in 
their  quarrel  with  Dr.  Whittaker,  the  Presbytery  say,  "  Wa 
with  abhorrence  detest  and  cannot  but  lament,  that  an- 
other denomination  of  Christiana,  in  these  free  Statc:^ 
shoyld  claim  authority  and  jurisdiction  over  us  Presbyte- 
rians, who  have  behaved  peaceably  and  lived  in  love  with 
our  Congregational  brethren." 

"That,  as  said  Council  was  wholly  preconstitutional, 
called  wholly  without  the  knowledge  of  Dr.  Whittaker, 
and  a  court  to  which  he  was  in  no  sense  subject  any  more 
than  to  a  court  of  Episcopalians,  his  refusing  to  he  heard 
and  tried  by  them  was  truly  commendable,  and  can  by  no 
means  bear  any  mark  of  contumacy." 

The  change  was  brought  that  the  third  church,  Salem, 
was  Congregational  when  Whittaker  settled,  and  that  he 
brought  them  over  to  Presbyterianism.  This  was  etrontr 
language  in  reference  to  that  system,  which  "  took  its  riw 
in  tnat  vary  town  on  August  6th,  1629.  As  "  an  old  smn^^ 
gler  "  is  said  to  "  make  a  good  custom  house  search  officerj 
BO  the  Doctor  knew  the  tactics  of  his  opponents.  This 
Presbytery  now  show,  that  said  congregation  was  evet 
deemed  a  Presbyterian  church  from  tiie  settlement  of  Dr. 
W.  among  them  in  1769,  when  it  was  received  as  .such  "bj 
their  own  desire,  choice^  and  request,"  and  that  th«« 
charges  were  refuted  "In  1774,  when  the  same  objeotioH 
were  made  by  hie  adversaries." 


The  toeiety,  the  Parish  pewholders  connected  with  the 
ehnrch,  had  rel'used  to  admit  tlie  Doctor's  labors  since  the 
2ath  of  March  last,  and  after  a  long  consideration  of  the 
lubjecl,  in  wliich  thuy  shew  thut  he  had  labored  faithfully 
iDosiH-'nt  much  of  his  private  substance  for  their  good, 
■nil  for  which  he  was  now,  by  the  genius  and  spirit  of  the 
SWe  religion,  receiving,  so  far  as  partisan  feeling  could 
nach,  only  persecution.  The  Presbytery  exhorted  the 
Doctor  to  "  a  careful  search  why  the  Lord  was  now  con- 
Uadiiig  with  him,"  and  to  watchfulness,  while  they^  recom- 
nitnd^  him  to  the  churches  as  a  "worthy  minister  of 
Christ" 

Tlie  Rev,  Nathaniel  Merrill  was  now  proceeding  from 
V»d  to  worse,  by  lying  and  in  view  of  scandalous  stories, 
fcttide  reading  a  paper  before  Presbytery,  advocating  his 
fidtt  that  vox  populi  ent  vox  Dei — "  the  voice  of  the  people  is 
"^  voice  of  God,"  and  he  was  by  them  suspended  from 
bitmiiufitry  till  the  next  session  of  the  court. 

The  Rev.  Alexander  McLean, "  on  account  of  some  pecu- 
Utr dtcumstanccs  of  his  people,"  now  asked  and  very  re- 
^KUntly  obtained  a  dismission,  Prtsbytery  "  hoping  that 
*w»y  may  soon  be  opened  for  his  union  with  us  a^ain." 

At  Gray,  in  Maine,  four  ministers  met  (while  six  were 
.^teotj,  and  the  church  in  that  town  having  adopted  the 
«W»jrt«ri!in  plan  of  church  government,  sought  union  and 
*i  admitted  under  the  care  of  Presbytery  on  September 
Sfc,  J7*L  "A  call  from  the  towu  for  the  Rev.  Samuel 
"rtey  WM  presented,  and  considering  the  whole  of  the 
Jto  of  tlie  church  and  the  town,  the  Presbytery  advise 
'>i&  lo  accept  their  call."  Before  his  installation,  which 
INkjiUce  on  the  same  day,  the  town  were  called  upon  to 
"only  live  who  call  themselves  Baptists  lifted 
ids  against  it"  "  The  service  was  concluded 
and  a  psalm." 

That  Dr.  \\'hittaker  write  a  consolatory  letter 

■gation  in  Groton  and  appoint  Mr.  Strickland 

'FRich  to  them  as  often  as  he  can. 

'bout  forty  heads  of  families  in  New  Gloucester,  Maine, 

*  petition  to  be  received,  and  Dr.  Whittaker  was  ai>- 

fiJOai  to  write  to  the  Rev.  Samuel  Foxcraft  of  that  town 

h  hun  if  the  way  be  clear.     All  means  having  failed  with 

lb  twenty  malcoDtent^  in  Salem  to  re-establish  peace  be- 
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tween  them  and  Dr.  Whittaker,  a  few  "  unreasonable,"  if 
not "  wicked  men,"  being  often  able  to  pull  down  wliat 
they  could  not  build,  and,  in  the  spirit  of  Diotreplies, 
being  willing  "  to  rule  in  hell  rather  than  serve  in  heaveu," 
the  Presbytery  now  dissolved  the  pastoral  relation,  wbio] 
had  subsisted  for  fifteen  years. 

A  petition  waa  now  "  received  from  the  Plantation  of 
Canaan  on  Kennebec  river,"  in  answer  to  which  llie  Pres- 
bytery received  them,  and  afterwards,  at  their  request, 
over  them  aa  their  pastor,  settled  the  Rev.  Nathaniel  Whit- 
taker, D.  D.,  on  September  15th,  1784.  He  had  (in  bia 
ease)  realized  the  term  Salem  to  be  a  misnomer-  He  waa 
"  for  peace,"  but  the  twenty  were  "  keen  for  battle."  Re- 
moving from  the  vicinity  of  "  Gallo.ws  Hill,"  he  found  in 
the  wSdernesB  of  Maine,  what  be  could  not  realize  in 
Numkea^,  even  after  its  inhabitants  bad  for  a  century  and 
a,  half  enjoyed  the  civilization  introduced  by  Skelton,  Hig- 
ginson  and  Williams  as  reformers  of  the  Churcli  of  Eng- 
land. 

As  settlements  were  annually  forming  in  the  wilderneea 
by  people,  not  a  few  of  whom  were  brought  up  Presbyte- 
rians, so,  from  tliese  new  towns  application  was  at  times 
made  to  nave  Presbyterian  ecclesiastical  connection.  Thus, 
"  the  church  and  congregation  of  a  plantation,  then  colled 
Sylvester,  had  voted  unanimously  to  accept  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church  Disci)jline,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Strickland  Hi 
their  request  gathered  them  as  an  organization  with  rulit^ 
elders,  and  he  now  desires  tlie  approbation  of  tliis  body." 

"  Voted,  That  the  said  measure  is  approved." 

The  town  not  yet  incorriorated,  and  having  some  public 
incumbrances  when  a  nail  was  presented  to  Mr.  S trie k land. 
the  Presbytery  advise  him  and  bis  people,  as  their  circniii- 
etances  may  change,  to  submit  their  matters  to  its  jurisdic- 
tion, and  while  the  sura  voted  (fifty  pounds)  was  small, it 
"  ought  to  be  increased  as  their  ability  shall  increase."  To 
this  they  mutually  agreed  before  his  installation,  which 
took  place  on  September  20th,  1784. 

Wiile  thin  settlement  was  unanimous,  the  jieople  luJ 
considerations  of  their  own  to  which  they  required  atten*  j 
lion.   According  to  Congregational  polity,  the  (leople  couU 
at  any  time  dismiss  a  minister,  especially  by  the  advioi 
of  a  council;  but  these  people  saw  that  at  times  the  Pn»  ' 
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kytcry  could  and  would  remove  a  pastor  when  his  charge 
Here  anxious  to  have  hiui  continue,  as  had  beon  done  at 
Bootbbny  by  another  Presbytery.  Hence,  some  of  the  peo- 
ple Bt  Sylvester  had  "  some  difficulty  in  their  minds  with 
RRpect  to  his  removal  from  them  by  the  Presbytery." 
TlifM  he  removed,  by  stating  that  he  had  "  not  known  an 
lUttDce  in  his  Presbytery,"  and  by  engaging  never  to  "  re- 
iDore  from  this  congregation  as  long  as  it  appears  that  I 
■ID  useful  as  a  minister,  and  this  people  fulfil  theii  con- 
baetwith  me."  Neither  the  "hay-fever,"  the  "minister's 
lldtncas,"  nor  the  "louder  call,"  could  draw  him  irom  a 
Confiding,  affectionate  and  dutiful  people.  This  was  credita- 
wtoboth  parties. 

As  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fnxcraft  was  requested  to  give  light  on 
Btt  aflSiiis  of  New  Gloucester,  he,  with  two  of  bis  j'eople, 
fco*  appeared  before  Presbytery,  where  matters  of  dispute 
Hm  heard,  and  judgment  rendered  thus : 
'  "We  cannot  but  fear  that  many  have  treated  Mr.  Fox- 
toft  tmkindly,  and  could  heartily  wish  that  the  disaffected 
"mid  sit  quietly  and  profit  under  him. 

"But  as  a  large  number  profess  that  they  cannot  profit 
Jrhis  minifrtry,  and  that,  on  close  attention  to  the  sunject, 
Wj  are  conscientiously  Presbyterians :  therefore  we  can- 
'SMmt  that  it  is  their  duty  to  act  contrary  to  their  judg- 
Mit,  DQt  declare  that  they,  as  all,  have  liberty  to  worship 
tW  agreeably  to  their  own  consciences  wherever  they  have 
■nnnanity.  We  wish  that  said  disaffected  could  profita- 
9j  ntdie  with  the  rest  of  the  town  in  settling  a  minister 
Wcably  to  the  Kcv.  Mr,  Foxcrafl's  proposal.  But,  if  they 
■mot,  we  recommend  them  to  wait  on  God,  and  be  much 
hpayer  for  light  and  direction,  and  seek  for  a  regular 
heorjioralion,  that  they  may  be  in  a  capacity  to  support 
ftfBWpel  among  them." 

Tney  then  exhort  them  to  avoid. "  vain  janglinga,"  study 
'tt«  pwce  and  prosperity  of  the  town,  and  be  steadfast  in 
wcliine. 

At  a  meeting  held  at  Sylvester,  June  lat^  1785,  at  his 

Wn  request,  the  Rev.  John  Houston  was  dismissed  and 

f'T'-Tniditniltd  111  the  churches;  and  so  also  was  the  church 

u  in  Groton,     The  Presbytery  being  now 

■    humor,  also  dismissed  and  gave  a  gen- 

ution  to  the  Kfiv.  Mr.  Taggart  and  the 
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"  Voted,  That  the  minute  made  in  1775  at  Newburyport, 
relating  to  uniformity,  he  recommended  to  the  several  con- 
gregations under  our  cere." 

At  Topsham,  September  7th,  1785,  a  call  was  presented 
from  Kumher  Six  Westward,  and  Number  One  Eastward 
of  Union  River,  in  Lincoln  county,  for  the  Bcttlement  of 
the  Rev.  John  Urquhart,  A,  M.,  in  the  gospel  ministry 
among  them,  and  desiring  annexation  to  this  body,  Tliey 
were  received.  He  was  dismissed  from  Topsham  and  fortli- 
with  settled  at  Union  River.  "  Ordered,  to  read  the  con- 
stitution." The  delinquents,  Williams  and  Merrill,  were 
to  be  again  cited  te  appear. 

The  Presbytery  of  Salem  met  at  Gray,  June  21st,  1786. 
Present — Rev.  S.  Perley  and  John  Strickland,  Elder  John 
Keen.  Absent — Whittalter,  Baldwin,  Williams,  Merrill, 
Gilmore  and  Benjamin  Balch,  with  Hiltimore,  tlieir  candi- 
date.   After  prayer  the  following  minute  is  recorded : 

"Whereas  most  of  the  members  of  the  Prcsbj-tery  are 
absent,  aijd  there  being  no  business  of  importance  to  be 
transacted  in  it:  Voted,  therefore,  that  this  meeting  be  ad- 
journed Sine  die." 

The  pressure  of  their  surroundings  brought  the  membera 
of  this  Salem  Presbytery,  who  now  seem  only  to  have  "» 
name  to  live  "  partly  in  two  years,  to  their  senses,  and  in 
response  to  a  call  of  the  moderator,  a  meeting  was  held  at 
Turner,  the  charge  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stricklimd,  on  AiiRUrt 
13tli,  1788.  Present— Perley  and  Strickland  with  three 
elders. 

"Voted,  To  send  a  consolatory  letter  to  the  people  of 
Number  Six  and  One  on  Union  River." 

This  will  be  explained  under  the  notice  of  their  meeting 
at  Gray,  on  January  15th,  1789.  There  and  then  Captain 
Matthew  Patton  tabled  the  charge  "  of  a  design  to  deceive  " 
against  the  Rev.  John  Urquhart,  in  saying,  in  a  letter  to 
hia  wife,  six  days  before  his  installation,  "that  he  wm 
obliged  to  go,  but  he  knew  not  where,  and  therefore  could 
not  inform  her  where  to  direct  a  letter  to  him.  That  he 
has  two  wives,  and  will  not  receive  his  lawful  vrife,  but 
keeps  a  concubine.  Also  to  answer  to  said  Patton's  in- 
sinuation of  forgery  of  the  letter  informing  of  the  death  of 
his  first  wife." 

Mr.  Patton  was  duly  "  cited  to  appear  at  the  next  stated 
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the  above  charges  taken  from  his  letter 
of  September  8th,  17S8."  Mr.  Perley, 
irf  Qmy,  was  absent  at  the  meeting  in  his  church,  on  Jan- 
uary 15th,  and  his  congregation  made  then  no  preparation 
for  Ihe  accommodation  of  the  Presbytery,  who  now,  while 
tbtj-  excuse  faim  for  absence,  "  think  him  truly  faulty  in 
not  notifying  the  members,  and  not  making  some  provi- 
lion  for  Oieir  accommodation  in  his  absence." 

Ntttbcr  pastor  nor  people  seem  to  have  been  "  given  to 
iuiDitalily."  They  were  not  permeated  with  this  Scotch- 
Iri)ii  grace. 

We  ucnin  and  already  find  Dr.  Whittaker  in  trouble 
*iUi  a  Sir.  VVni.  Steward,  and  the  Presbytery  appoint  a 
BWting  on  the  12th  of  March,  1789,  in  Canaan,  for  inves- 
l>Kation.  Resort  is  again  had  (perhaps  necessarily  now, 
fwini  to  the  paucily  of  members)  to  expediency,  to  ask 
t»o  Congregational  ministers  to  ait  ivith  the  Presbytery 
(unong  these  the  Rev.  Alex.  McLean,  of  Bristol).  Cita- 
tioos  are  issued  for  the  second  Thursday  of  February, 
Ii90,  bnt  here  the  minutes  become  defective — they  do  not 
KoDrd  the  result. 

At  Gray,  January  15th,  1789,  citations  were  issued  in 
Ibt  caM  of  Urquttart,  both  to  him  and  his  accuser,  Captain 
illtthew  Patton,  to  appear  before  Presbytery  at  Winthrop, 
•Dthe  first  Thursday  of  October,  1789,  at  which  place  and 
tiw  Presbytery  met.  Present,  Wliittaker,  Perley,  and 
nriddand,  with  Elders  Peter  Heywood,  Esq.,  and  John 
w*o;  absent,  Baldwin,  \Villiams,  Merrill,  Balch,  Milli- 
toMiiand  Giliiiore,  with  their  elders.  We  have  previously 
Wiced  the  Rev,  George  Gilmore.  When  a  licentiate  he 
Mded  in  Philadelphia  on  September  9th,  1769.  For 
^••riv  four  years  he  supplied  in  different  places  (it  is  be- 
■«|^)  in  Congregational  vacancies  as  well  as  in  Presby- 
Mu  pulpits,  and  while  ho  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
.Affidently  attractive  to  liave  obtained  a  call,  yet  the  Bos- 
!«  Piwbytery  ordained  liim  on  May  26th,  1773.  Of  it 
HDoatinucd  a  member  until  the  formation  of  the  Synod 
o  1j76,  when,  residing  (as  is  supposed)  in  Volunlowu, 
Oaq,,  be  was  allotted  to  the  Presbytery  of  Palmer, 
JU  tbe  diasolulion  of  the  Syno'd,  on  September  12th, 
^Lbii  name  remained  on  the  reunited  roll,  and  under 
■I  (Bugs  of  name  to  tbo  Presbytery  of  Saiem,  and  they 
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record,  on  October  1st,  17S9,  "As  the  Rev.  Geo,  Gilmore 
has  been  long  absent  from  this  body,  and  we  not  knowing 
where  he  is,  the  Presbytery  conclude  to  drop  hitu  out  ol 
their  list" 

As  the  war  of  the  Revolution  approached,  being  loyal  to 
Great  Britain,  he  with  great  difficulty  and  much  loss  es- 
caped to  Canada.  Ab  ftesbyterianisni  had  not  as  yet  any 
existence  in  the  Provinces  then  of  that  name,  excepting  a 
mere  commencement  in  Montreal,  so  in  due  time  he 
reached  Nova  Scotia.  There  he  was  welcomed  and  useful. 
He  for  many  years  officiated  at  Newport,  and  he  there 
died.  Some  of  his  posterity,  it  is  believed,  were  persona 
of  much  moral  worth. 

The  Rev.  Simon  Williams,  having  years  ago  withdrawn 
and  been  censured,  he  was  at  this  meeting  "adjudged 
(|uilty  of  wilful  contumacy,  cut  oft'  and  excommunicated 
from  this  body." 

Not  only  so,  Nathaniel  Merrill  had  for  five  years  spumed 
the  citations  and  despised  the  authority  of  Presbytery,  and 
in  his  "  moral  character  becoming  more  and  more  infamous 
and  utterly  unwortliy  of  the  sacred  office.  Therefore,  thia 
Presbytery  depose  hmi  from  his  ministerial  office,  and  ex- 
communicate him  from  their  body  and  their  Christian 
communion." 

This  was  indeed  a  sorrowful  ex)iibit. 

We  come  now  to  the  final  meeting  of  the  Presbytery  of 
Salem  at  Gray,  on  the  14th  of  September,  1791.  Members 
present.  Revs.  Dr.  Whittaker,  Samuel  Perley,  and  John 
Strickland;  absent,  Baldwin,  Balch,  and  MiJtimore.  ivith 
tlieir  elders.  Opened  as  usual  with  prayer.  Mr.  Perley, 
Moderator,  and  Mr.  Strickland,  clerk. 

"  Taking  into  consideration  the  state  of  matters  between 
the  Rev.  Samuel  Perley  and  the  church  and  congr^ation 
of  the  town  of  Gray,  and  having  examined  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  church  and  people,  and  finding  nothing  exhib- 
ited by  any  against  the  Rev.  Mr.  Perley,  either  as  a  Chris- 
tian or  a  minister  of  Christ,  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  the 
Presbyterian  church  at  Gray  have  recommended  him  «5 
faithful,  and  with  reluctance  consent  to  his  dismission  froin 
them — to  which,  they  say,  they  are  necessitated  by  a  divi- 
sion of  the  town  by  au  act  of  the  general  Court  of  tliia 
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Common  wealth,  nnd  cheerfully  submit  to  this  Presbytery 
the  time  and  manner  of  his  dismission. 

"  The  Presbytery,  hoping  that  events  may  so  occur  that 
the  church  and  congregation  at  Gray  may  yet  continue 
him  as  their  pastor,  judge  it  best  not  to  proceed  to  dismiss 
him  immediately,  but  still  continue  him  tliere  for  further 
trial,  and  then  leave  it  to  the  judgment  of  the  parties  to 
say  when  he  shall  be  dismissed,  unless  some  difficulty 
should  arise  which  may  require  the  presence  of  the  Pres- 
bytery. 

"  They  now  recommend  Mr.  Perley  as  an  able  and  faith- 
fol  minister  of  the  gospel  in  good  standing,  and  then  earn-. 
estly  recommend  this  church  and  people  to  use  their  best 
endeavors  for  Christian  love  anti  union  for  the  continuance 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Perley. 

"Oray,  September  I4tb,  1791.  The  Presbytery  adjourned 
sine  rfi'c.     Concluded  by  prayer. 

(Signed)  "  John  Strickland,  Presby.  Clerk." 

We  thus  see  the  development  of  Presbyterian  ism  from 
1718  till  1791  in  part.  The  original  "  Irish  "  Presbytery 
of  Londonderry  became  extinct  about  1765.  We  have 
now  seen  the  growth,  vitality,  and  decay  of  the  second 
Presbytery,  commenced  in  17-45,  forming  a  Synod  with 
three  Presbyteries  for  seven  years  and  three  months,  and 
dwindlinH  down  under  the  title  of  the  Presbytery  of  Salem, 
'  until  it  finally,  after  a  life  of  forty-six  years,  expired  at 
Gray  in  Maine,  and  we  now  return  to  "  the  Presbytery  at 
the  Eastward." 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

1768-1703— Onemnn— Vamped— "Wonlera"— Ordered— The  doctrine 
— CobbiBuenle — The  Biiiirer  Church— Dnv  id  no  n  alone — Williuim  ulu 
ud  to  aUay  ParLih  Hiffictilties — A  plac^eof  nclettiastical  refuge — Foiir 
kided  b;  sBume  at  Dnrlmoulh — Good  men  fonuerly  came  to  aid — Elicit 
— His  manitc — Indian  nthooi — Occum  a  Muhegan — A  Collie — Com- 
niiltee,  a  letter  of,  lo  ihe  Board — For  comparison  with — A  replr — To 
remit  entirely  ilie  feet— Aunpipiniw  niyn — B«v.  Jolin  Hubbard— Sol. 
Moore  of  New  Bofllon — MeBsrs.  Annan  and  W.  Morriiion  invited  loul 
— A  colleague  for  Mr,  Davideon  asked — While  Creek,  New  Yorlt — 
CBiohtid|!e,K.Y.— Miltimore — A.  H.  Presbyterj — FourobdervBtioiw— 
iVoretiaia — Weal  of  the  Green  Molmiaina— Since  the  War — Tendencie* 
— Free  will — Univermili»Hi — Rellvite  John  Murray — In  New  Hanip- 
ihirein  1773— Meanuresof  hell — Terliniojiy  emitted — SalhKol — Deixn 
— Family  worshipantranger — Sol's  holes — A  cold  ctale nhewii— Twelre 
yeans  I"V1-1783 — Awidtfield — El iolFMWtwenty.lour Indian  minirtem 
— For  Wilchcraft  nineteen- Revival  1739-44— Arm ini an  ism  now  Tt- 
apectable— Individuals  in  Newbiiryport  did  not  believe  the  perpetuily 
— Paalor  and  session  of  Newburyporl  approved — Actual  reformation— 
Prejibyterial  vigitationn — Kules- An  accoimt — Advantages  of  it- 
Learn  to  wlstein — Such  duly  has  the  promise. 

This  Presbytery  obtained  its  vitality  from  one  man,  as 
our  itiottem  "  Reformed  Protestant  EpiscopiiliaiiB "  in 
America  obtained  through  a  lineal  ecclesiastical  descend- 
ant of  John  Wesley,  who,  through  a  bishop  of  the  Greek 
Church  (according  to  Toplady),  received  tlie  thread  of 
apostolical  succession,  and  have  had  it  vamped  with  rcpi- 
lar  prelatic  ordination  given  to  him  in  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal Church  in  the  United  States;  so  John  Murray, oV 
tainin); his  ministerial  standing irom  the  "Class at  Wocuer" 
(whoever  they  were),  and  having  it  vamped  by  a  regulu 
Presbyterial  ordination  in  Philadelphia  (though  on  forged 
jtapera,  as  was  au[ipoBed),  became,  as  we  have  seen,  Uib 
father  and  vitalizing  force  of  this  Presbytery. 

It  was  erected  at  Boothhay,  in  Maine,  on  June  27th, 
1771.  At  its  first  adjourned  meeting,  September  lilh, 
1771,  at  Brunswick,  "  Ordered,  that  the  doctrines  of  lh« 
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Confession  of  Faitli  be  discussed  In  their  order."  This 
was  a  wise  beginning,  for  the  doctrine  is  that  wiiich  saves 
or  damns  the  soul.  It  is  all  important  to  know  "  the  doc- 
trine of  God  our  Saviour,"  and  to  be  able  to  detect  "  doc- 
trines of  devils  "  where  they  exist.  Hence  the  Divine  in- 
junction, "  Take  heed  to  the  doctrine,  for  by  so  doing  then 
shalt  both  save  thyself  and  them  tliat  hear  tliee." 

Euphonious  names  of  aboriginal  origin  are  not  unfre- 
quent  even  now  "  down  East,"  and  their  minutes  then  pre- 
.  Bent  one ;  "As  a  commissioner  iias  come  from  Cobbisuentc, 
we  each  give  them  one  day's  sermon."    This  Wiw  well. 

We  have  previously  seen  the  desolation  of  Boothbay  by 
the  translation  of  Mr.  Murray  to  Newburyport,  which  now 
■formed  the  Banner  Church  of  the  Presbytery,  and  we  find 
that  the  Rev.  \Vm.  Davidson,  wh  o  had  been  settled  in  Derry 
in  .1739,  was  now  alone.  Belonging  to  the  Presbytery 
which  had  suspended  Moorehead  ana  McGregor,  he  could 
not  recognize  the  court  which  they  were  instrumental  in 
erecting,  and  now,  in  17S1,  he  seeks  admission  to  "the 
Presbytery  at  the  Eastward."  Of  it  a  meeting  pro  re  nata 
,  was  held  in  Deny  on  October  2Sd,  when  the  Rev.  Solomon 
■Moore,  of  New  Boston,  and  the  Rev.  S.  Williams,  of  Wind- 
bam,  were  invited  to  sit  as  correspondents ;  and  "  the  Rev. 
William  Davidson  stated  that  he  had  been  ordained  by  a 
Presbytery,  had  for  many  years  been  pastor  of  his  present 
charse,  and  a  member  ot  the  Presbytery  of  Londonderry, 
whicn  had  been  dissolved  by  removal  and  death  of  its 
members,"  and  that  he  was  then  unconnected  with  any 
eoclesiastical  judicatory.  He  (with  his  elder,  Moses  Bar- 
nett,  and  the  church  and  congregation  by  them  repre- 
eented)  was  now  officially  admitted. 

The  Rev.  S.  Williams  "  made  a  statement  of  difficulties 
.exiating  in  his  congregation  in  Windham,  and  he  requests 
some  of  the  members  of  this  Presbytery  to  attend  his  Pres- 
bytery at  Windham  on  the  14th  of  next  month." 

The  Synod  of  New  England  still  existed,  and  his  would 
be  the  Londonderry  Presbytery,  probably  so  far  reduced 
in  its  working  force  as  to  be  unable  to  allay  human  pas- 
sions when  in  vigorous  commotion.  How  far  the  request 
was  granted  does  not  appear. 

As  we  have  seen,  the  Lone  Lane  congregation  had 
entered  their  "  declinature  "  and  stood  upon  it,  while  some 


f 
f 


■    PRESBYTEEIANISM 


1 


thirty  persons  of  a  minority  continued  to  be  subject  to  the 
Presbytery,  and  it  was  now  "  Ordered,  That  if  they  should 
desire  it,  Mr.  Murray  has  permission  to  transmit  applica- 
tions from  them  to  any  minister  they  may  have  in  view, 
or  to  any  Presbytery  to  which  such  minister  may  belong, 
in  regular  manner  and  form,  as  by  the  appointment  and 
consent  of  this  Presbytery." 

On  June  14th  it  was  reported  to  Presbytery  that  the 
Rev.  John  Murray  had  been  settled  as  pastor  in  Newbury- 
port,  on  June  4th,  1781 ;  and  on  October  1st,  17B2,  at  Deny, 
the  Rev,  Simon  Williams  gave  his  version  of  hie  <\ecltning 
the  authority  of  the  Synod  of  New  England,  for  "  various 
illegal  steps  which  they  had  taken,"  and  under  the  shadow 
of  this  Presbytery  as  a  place  of  ecclesiastical  refuge,  he 
(with  his  congregation)  and  Mr.  James  Mittimore  and 
Joseph  McKeen,  candidates,  now  placed  themselves. 

On  the  original  "  Formula  of  tlie  First  Presbytery  of  the 
Eastward,"  their  names  were  at  that  date  duly  enrolled. 

These  two  young  men,  with  the  two  sons,  Gilbert  Tennant 
and  Simon  Fiolay,  of  tlie  Rev.  Simon  Williams,  had  en- 
joyed, or  were  then  enjoying,  the  aid  each  of  a  Bnrse  nt 
Dartmouth  College.  This  was  one  of  the  ways  in  which 
the  ever-active  mind  of  the  Rev.  John  Murray  was  for 
years  engaged.  Whether  he,  after  graduating  at  Edin- 
burgh, had  felt  hinieelf  deficient  in  relation  to  a  full  couiw 
of  study  or  not,  he  knew  that  the  office  of  a  Presbyterian 
minister  would  not  be  honored,  if  he  were  not  abreast  of 
all  men  in  the  other  professions. 

This  was  a  grievous  drawback  to  the  spread,  support 
and  perpetuity  of  the  truth  as  contained  in  their  "  form  of 
sound  words    in  New  England. 

Good  men  came  in  the  first  and  earlier  emigratiooB  to 
them  to  labor  in  the  work  of  the  ministry,  but,  in  Hoi, 
defective  characters,  such  ns  John  Morrison  and  Urqabait, 
polluted  their  ministry. 

Dartmouth  College,  as  noticed,  was,  in  ita  early  etagea 
of  existence,  said  to  be  essentially  Presbyterian. 

Soon  after  the  settlement  of  New  England,  the  immortal 
Eliot  wiw  blessed,  as  an  instrumentality  in  the  hand  of 
Christ,  in  turning  many  of  the  dui^ky  sons  and  daughters 
of  the  forest  "  from  darkness  to  light,  and  from  the  wwer 
<tf  Satan  unto  God,"  and  when  "token  up,"  his  manue  fell 
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nfMn  others.  Among  these  was,  after  the  middle  of  the 
eighteenth  oentory,  John  Sargeant.  He  lahored  among 
the  Stockbridge  tribe,  and  knowing,  by  abuadant  observa- 
tioiJ,  that  "for  the  soul  to  be  without  knowledge  was  not 
p»d,"  he  aimed  at  diffusing  useful,  but  especiaUy  saving 
'iiowledge  among  his  Indians.  Out  of  hig  Indian  school 
spning  up  a  college.  Among  his  pupils,  Sampson  Occura, 
4  Mohegan,  obtained  a  standing  in  the  Christian  ministry, 
*id,  in  appealing  to  generous  stewards  of  his  Master's 
ROooa,  he,  with  Oie  Rev.  Nathaniel  Whittaker,  went  to 
<*tcat  Britiin  about  1760. 

(In  1767  the  University  of  St.  Andrews  gave  to  Whil- 
^■ker  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Divinity). 

The  novelty  of  the  appearance  of  Occum,  his  ability, 
^BTnetitneBS  and  the  interests  of  his  race,  excited  tlie  atten- 
tion of  manv  benevolent  persona,  who  were  willing  to 
'**^ honor  the  Lord  with  their  substance  "  until  his  "  mis- 
■BioQary  scliool "  obtained  the  means  to  take  rank  as  a  col- 
•wgc.  Not  only  the  common  people,  but  some  of  those  of 
Taak,  vied  in  the  enterprise,  and  as  Ixird  Dartmouth  gave 
^>r  the  purpose  the  most  munificent  sum,  the  town  of 
^Kanorer,  N.  H.,  was  honored  and  much  of  New  England 
Vl«aaed  by  the  founding  of  Dartmouth  College  there  in 
1760.  Tlie  man  for  the  place,  the  first  president,  was  the 
K«T.  Eleazer  Wheelock ;  succeeded  during  the  first  century 
hf  hia  brotlier,  by  Brown,  Dana,  Tyler  and  Lord,  the  in- 
•Utotion  has  become  an  eminent  "  success,"  and  is  "  not  a 
*hit  behind  "  any  other  seminary  in  the  land  in  devclop- 
*"*  mind  and  making  men  useful.  Others  there  are  on 
*nich  funds  are  more  extensively  heaped,  but  few,  if  any, 
Mb  be  named  where  reputation,  during  the  perilous  years 
"f  College  life,  is  more  safe,  or  future  usefulness,  on  the 
■teiage,  more  extensively  secured.  Though  only  and 
■Jwtys  a  college,  the  names  of  Webster  and  Choate,  among 
Jw  graduates,  are  names  of  which  any  university  would 
wl  proud.  Many  of  the  early  friends  of  this  scat  of  learn- 
Wg  Were  Presbyterians,  and  to  it,  among  the  others.  "  the 
•WiYtery  at  tlie  Eastward  "  looked  for  an  increase  in  the 
f^Vfi  minifitry  by  forming  Burses. 

riper  after  paper  and  letter  after  letter  from  the  prolitio 
ftt  of  Hurray  testify  this. 
In  February,  1784,  a  cominittee  of  tho  Presbytery  wrote 
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to  the  "  Honorable  Board  and  Immediate  Governors  of  the 
Institution." 

To  this  a  favorable  reply  was  in  due  time  obtained. 

"  Impressed  witli  a  deep  sense  of  the  obligation  con- 
ferred upon  us  by  the  pioua  and  generous  proposal  of  the 
worthy  patrons  of  the  cause  of  religion  and  literature 
which  you  have  so  politely  communicated:  The  Pres- 
bytery entertained  the  enclosed  resolutions  on  their 
records  as  a  perpetual  monument  of  the  charity  and 
pious  zeal  of  the  university  over  which  you  worthily 
preside. 

"  We  were  not  a  little  animated  by  the  generous  engace- 
ment  of  the  Board,  and  authority  to  remit  entirety  Ine 
fees  antl  tuition  money  of  such  Bursar  as  at  any  thie  might 
be  sent  b^  us  for  education  to  that  highly  favored  fountain 
of  leammg. 

"  Long  may  the  seminary  under  your  care  flourish  by 
those  auspicious  rays  of  the  Sun  of  righteousness  which 
have  hitherto  dif^tinguished  it  as  the  &vorite  plantation  of 
the  Divine  husbandry. 

"The  Hon.  President  Wheelock." 

It  will  be  thus  seen  that  not  only  Grafton  Presbyteiy, 
but  also  tlie  Presbytery  at  the  Eastward,  liad  a  deep  int«i^ 
est  in  Dartmouth  College. 

As  a  matter  of  courtesy,  the  Presbytery  at  Windhara, 
on  October  22d,  1782,  invited  the  elders  from  Bedford  ana 
Goffstown,  then  present,  to  sit  lis  correspondents,  and  on 
May  20th,  1783,  the  elder  from  the  hitter  place  jiresented  a 
commission  &om  a  Presbyterian  society  there  and  was  re- 
ceived. 

Other  congregations  continued  to  come  to  Prcsbyterian- 
ism,  and  on  the  same  day  the  Rev.  John  Hubbard  and 
Mr.  Thos.  Tewksbury  as  an  elder  presented  tlieir  constitn- 
tion  as  a  Presbyterian  society. 

The  Rev.  Solomon  Moore  and  William  Moore,  his  elder, 
of  New  Boston,  presented  tliemselves  to  this  Presbytery, 
and  were  received. 

"  Diligent  in  business,"  the  Presbytery  in  due  form,alter 
satisfactory  "  trials,"  licensed  Mr.  Joeepli  ISIcKeen  to  preach 
the  gospel. 

Nor  was  this  all.  At  this  May  meeting  they  were 'ri*- 
ited  by  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Robert  and  David  Annan  and  Uz^ 
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'ilBam  Morrison  (to  be  subsequently  noticed),  who  were 
"invited  to  sit  as  correspondents. 

On  October  8th,  1763,  at  Candia,  a  "  petition  from  Deer 
Island  was  answered  in  a  friendly  manner."  Pastors  Wil- 
liams and  Davidson  were  appointed  to  baptize  children  at 
Xtiinbarton,  and  on  the  application  of  the  Rev.  John  Hub- 
bard and  members  of  his  society,  Presbytery  adjourned  to 
meet  in  Amcsbury,  Mass.,  which  they  did  on  November 
13th,  when  the  first  parish  of  Londonderry  requested  a 
supply  as  a  colleague  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Davidson,  when  a 
plan  lor  forming  a  Burse  was  encouraged  by  the  Presby- 
tery, and  tlie  "  respectful  letter  to  tlie  authorities  of  Dart- 
mouth College  "  (inserted  above)  was  voted  to  be  sent. 

In  1784,  February  15th,  a  petition  was  received  from  the 
■New  England  congregation  at  White  Creek,  New  York, 
praying  to  be  received,  and  to  devise  some  proper  way  to 
moderate  in  a  call,  and  to  this  the  Presbytery  sent  "  a 
challenge  to  shew  cause,  if  any,  why  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  should  not  be  granted  at  next  meeting.'' 

On  October  Sth,  1783,  a  petition  had  been  received  from 
Cambridge,  New  York,  which,  when  "  considered  with  what 
■the  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  Clark  wrote  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Murray 
respecting  that  affair,  the  Presbytery  sent  Mr,  James  Mil- 
timore  thither  some  Sabbaths.  If  his  preaching  there 
igffve  offence  to  the  Associate  Reformed  Presbytery,  he 
must  return  to  this  Presbytery;  and  we  cannot  allow  Mr. 
Miltimore  to  preach  at  White  Creek  either,  if  by  so  doing 
the  said  Presbytery  are  offended." 

Whether  they  were  offended  or  not,  preach  at  \¥hite 
Creek  he  did,  and  received  a  call,  which  ne  subsequently 
declined. 

This  called  forth  an  urgent  letter  from  "  the  Hon.  I.  Wil- 
liams on  behalf  of  the  Trustees  of  the  New  England  con- 
gregation of  White  Creek,  praying  that  the  answer  of  Mr. 
Miltimore  be  revoked  and  that  he  be  sent  to  that  place." 

The  Presbytery  recorded  four  observations  anent  this 
letter:  Ist.  That  they  had  used  no  influence  to  induce  him 
to  decline  their  call,  and  they  did  not  know  what  his 
answer  would  be  until  they  heard  it  in  judicature.  2d. 
They  had  reasons  to  believe  that  the  state  of  said  congre- 
gation and  its  connections  were  such  that  Miltimore  would 
have  given  the  same  answer  if  he  had  not  had  a  call  from 
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the  Eastward.  3d.  That  the  Presbytery  had  no  reason  to 
revoke  his  answer  or  alter  their  judgment,  4th.  That  no 
reason  is  ofl'erod  by  said  letter  why  they  should  do  eo; 
therefore  they  do  not  "orLler  him  to  White  Creek." 

"  Mr.  Miltimore,  being  called  on  19  moke  answer  to  that 
call,  replied,  tiiat  he  had  very  seriously  and  prayerfully 
considered  that  same  throughout  the  season  past,  and 
viewed  himself  accountable  to  the  great  Head  of  llie 
Church  for  the  result  of  his  deliberations ;  but  that,  on  the 
whole,  according  to  the  best  light  he  had,  he  could  not  see 
it  to  be  his  duty  to  settle  there." 

At  a  previous  meeting,  the  congregation  of  Cambridge, 
N.  Y.,  if  their  circumstances  required  it,  in  conuecUoQ 
with  the  preaching  of  Miltimore,  were  allowed  to  call  a 
pro  re  nala  meeting ;  and  at  "  New  Boston,  September  8tb, 
17*i4,  at  such  a  meeting,  Mr.  John  Morrison  appeared  asa 
coQimie&ioner  from  Cambridge,  N,  Y.,  and  prese;nt)Dg  a 
copy  of  a  call,  reqaesting  Presbytery  to  sustain  it  and  pre- 
sent it  to  Mr.  Miltimore. 

"  Voted :  That  as  difficulties  subsist,  they  cannot  suatain 
the  same." 

What  these  difHculties  fully  were  does  not  clearly  appear, 
and  his  reply  in  declining  the  call  from  White  Creek  put 
a  termination  to  all  efforts  to  obtain  his  services  west  of 
the  Green  Mountains,  He  received,  September  Stli,  17&J, 
a  call  from  Deer  Island.  This  he  did  nut  probably  accept, 
as  he  was  settled  at  Strathain,  N.  H.,  in  17^6,  and  dU- 
missed  in  October,  1807.  On  July  3l)th,  1878,  the  town 
clerk  wrote :  "  I  do  not  find  any  record  of  the  setUcoKiil 
of  any  other  minister  since  the  said  Miltimore."  A  town 
without  a  pastor  for  seventy  years  1  "  Tell  it  not  in 
Gath." 

As  we  have  seen,  for  years  it  was  their  practice  to  open 
their  stated  meetings  with  a  discourse  cuntmuously  on  one 
of  tlie  chapters  of  the  Confession  of  Faith  by  a  niemlwr 
pre\'iously  appointed,  and  they  appear  for  several  years  to 
obey  the  injunction,  "take  heed  to  the  doctrine.  Their 
surroundings  {as  stated;  were  suffering  much  morally 
since  the  war. 

The  State  churches  became  in  many  cases  less  careful 
about  the  doctrine,  the  elders  were  ignored  and  their  oflSw 
dropped]  and  tendencies  were  tunning  &om  a  theocracy 


Tested  in  an  oligarchy  and  an  Athenian  democracy  to  an 
ecclesiastical  democracy.  Wliile  Presbyterian  ism  was 
declining,  some  forma  of  Congregationalism  were  increas- 
ing. 

The  immersing  Congregationalists  fself-styled  Baptists) 
iwerc  in  some  cases  diverging  from  their  fonner  Calvinism, 
&ml,  under  the  title  of  Freewiil,  were  "  subverting  houses.' 
'^^Hien  tliu3  80  far  removed  from  a  belief  in  the  existence 
of  "a  remnant  according  to  the  election  of  grace,"  as  to 
»«ipposo,  with  Arminius,  "  That  Jesus  Christ,  by  his  soffer- 
i«ip*and  death,  made  an  atonement  for  the  sins  of  all  man- 
ic iml  in  general  and  of  every  individual  in  particular ;  that, 
J»"wpvcr.  none  bnt  those  who  believe  in  Iiim  can  be  par- 
XiiktTs  of  divine  benefits,"  it  would  not  do  x-iolence  to  Con- 
k^i^tional  logic,  to  maintain,  That  "if  Christ's  atonement 
^  »a  of  such  value  as  to  save  nil  men,  he  would  not  die  at  a 
i  "venninf,  but,  possessed  of  inlinite  power,  he  would  save  all 
I*  let  whom  he  died."    This,  tiiken  in  connection  with  the 
prauinpluous  assertion  of  ignorance,  that  "God  is  too 
BOfli]  to  make  any  man  to  damn  him,"  originated,  or,  at 
wst,  helped  to  perfect  tho  tenet,  that  "  as  Christ  died  for 
■II, »  before  he  shall  have  delivered  up  his  mediatorial 
kiusdom  to  the  Father,  all  shall  be  brought  to  a  participa- 
tiun  of  the  benefits  of  liis  death  in  their  restoration  to  holi- 
hw  Mid  happincas." 

In  the  course  of  a  few  years  afterwards,  those  who  in 

^^d  associated  with  Morgan,  in  1729,  diverged,  We»- 

jyptopagating  the  opinions  of  Arminius,  Whiteneld  those 

■  CWvm  in  relation  to  tlie  way  of  life,  and  James  Relly, 

I   yw  a  change  of  views,  maintained  "that  Christ,  as  a 

I    fWiitor,  was  so  united  to  mankind,  that  his  actions  were 

^  his  obedience  and  sufferings  theirs,  and, 

',  that  ho  as  fully  restored  the  whole  human  race 

fivine  favor  as  if  all  had  obevcd  and  suffered  in 

n  persons.''    About  the  middle  of  that  century  a 

I  Horray,  belonging  to  Rellys  society,  emigrated 

'wand  propagated  his  doctrines.     Aller  laboring 

e  in  New  Jersey,  he  first  preached  in  New  York 

He  soon  afterwards  visited  Boston  and  obtained 

11^  restiDg  place  for  his  opinions  in  Gloucester,  Mass. 

,,_atpreached  Univerealisnim  New  Hampshire  in  1773. 

nii  new  type  of  Congregationalism,  that  la,  new  in  New 
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England  at  that  time,  as  Boul-destroying  and  God-dishon- 
oring, the  Presbyterians  conscientiously  opposed,  and  on 
May  21st,  1783,  emitted  a  testimony  concerning  it.  Thus 
warning  their  people  of  danger,  which  had  now  become 
the  more  insidious,  because  that  "  the  Bay  State  Psalm- 
book  "  had  been  supplanted  among  the  Congregationalists 
and  many  of  the  Preabyterians,  especially  those  who  caiue 
from  Congregationalism,  had  become  enamored  with  Uie 
imitations  and  other  poetical  effusions  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Watts,  wliich,  with  a  breadth  and  a  depth  equal  to  all  ibe 
measures  of  hell,  maintained  that  tH 

"  Christ  came 
For  aa  [he  ci 

His  poetry  formed  a  rapid  diffusive  stimulant  for  "  direii 
and  strange  doctrines." 

To  counteract,  so  far  as  possible,  the  effects  of  the  doc- 
trine of  universal  salvation,  the  Presbytery  emitted  tJieir 
Testimony,  with  what  salutary  effect  we  cannot  at  this  dis- 
tant period  of  time  determine.  It,  however,  showed  how 
they  endeavored  to  "take  heed  to  the  flock." 

Reading  material  did  not  then  abound,  and  Presbyteri- 
ans in  New  England  did  not  often  employ  the  press  in 
that  generation.  The  almost  only  exception  was  a  publi- 
cation by  the  Presbvtery,  an  amplification  of  their  testi- 
mony, under  a  peculiar  title  which  read  thus : 

"Bath  Kol,  a  voice  irom  the  wilderness.  Being  ati  hum- 
ble attempt  to  support  tlie  sinking  truths  of  God  agaioBt 
some  of  the  principal  errors  raging  at  this  time,  Or,  a 
joint  testimony  to  the  cliurchea  under  their  cni«,  By  the 
Presbytery  of  the  Eastward,  Boston:  N.  Coverly,  1783." 

They  begin  with  Deism  nnd  Origenism  as  Ij'ing  nearest 
the  root  of  all  impiety  and  wickedness  now  leading  the 
Xashions  in  places  of  public  resort.  Then  an  inquiry  into 
causes  whicli  have  brought  down  these  judgmenbi  on  the 
church.  Next,  by  way  of  introduction,  they  stat*,  "that 
the  regard  for  religion  for  which  New  England  was  once 
distinguished,  has  now  vanished  from  among  us  in  a 
lamentable  degree.  We  have  suffered  eight  years  of  war, 
and  for  this  awful  calamity  there  are  moral  causcfi. 

"Never  was  the  public  worship  of  God  as  generally 
voted  away  as  at  the  present.    Many  grudging  the  ex- 
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pense  of  BUpporting  it,  have  dismissed  God^s  ambassadors 
mad  locked  up  the  dours  of  his  house.     Others  have  ex- 
changed a  learned,  godly  ministry  for  ignorant  fanatical 
;  tnl«nler?i,  merely  because  they  pretend  to  deal  out  to  thera 
'  tbcJr  wild  and  indigested  effusions  without  salary,  while 
t  of  the  remainder  among  wliom  their  ministers  still  make 
1  shift  to  continue,  the  greatest  number  seldom  attend,  and 
it  a  small  proportion  of  those  who  attend  pass  the  sacred 
ours  of  worship  in  sauntering,  gazing,  dozing  and  sneer- 
ng.     Family  worship  is  a  stranger  to  the  dwellings  of 
Soosands.    Sabbath  profanation  abounds  on  wharves,  in 
LiBee-houses  and  in  sots'  holes,  and  the  answer  is :  "  'tis 
r  times.'     Country  youth  learn  profanation  on  board 
itivateers  and  in  the  camps. 

"■  ivolence  is  not  cultivatetl  now.  Intemperance  sends 
low  the  brutal  herrl.  Multitudes  of  men  each  year 
,__  royed  by  it,  and  women  take  it  too. 
ftnti-nuptial  offences  are  almost  forgotten  to  be  a  crime. 
Adnllftry  increases;  vile  books  are  printed  and  read  with 
^■vidily;  extortion,  theft,  fraud  and  lying  increasingly 
abound. 

"  It  is  in  view  of  this  alarming  state  of  things  among  us 
tJiat  wo  have  ventured  to  deliver  our  souls  in  the  follow- 
iTig  bstimony,  and  ta  that  step  we  judged  ourselves  bound 
at  tliig  time,  for  the  following  reasons.  Nothing  of  this 
ItinJ  has  come  to  our  knowledge  from  any  quarter  in  the 
^11(1— not  from  Presbyteries  and  Synods,  nor  associations 
^ihI  <!nnvcntions." 

Thirm  "  reasons  "  show  a  lamentably  cold  state  of  zeal 
"^  Ihe  interests  of  godliness  when  none  among  professors 
••f  religion,  and  they  were  then  in  the  land  nominally 
ptarljr  all  evangelical,  could  be  found  to  lift  up  their  voice 
**  wuning  anti  remonstrance. 

The  moral  sentiment  of  the  church  seems  to  have  fallen 
■foiB  what  it  wa«  before  the  war,  when,  on  May  2(lth,  1771, 
^  Rflv.  D.  McGregor,  at  Seabrook,  preached  from  Joel 
ft.  17. 

Thnt  twelve  years,  from  1771  till  1783.  show  not  only 
''Mtffects  of  a  desoluting  war,  but  also  the  worth  less  n  ess 
^A&tate  religion  in  supporting  godliness  and  good  morals. 
na  Mrlicr  way  of  publicly  professing  faith  in  Christ  as 
"tb*  Redeemer  of  God's  elect,"  and  then  from  faith  in  him 
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and  love  to  him, "  living  soberly,  righteously  and  godly  "  aa 
his  people,  had  now  measurahly  passed  away.  Hence  the 
description  of  society  in  New  England  here  given. 

In  their  Bath  Kol  (a  voice  from  the  wilderness)  the 
Presbytery  now  take  under  notice  a  wide  field,  from  which 
I  select  a  few  items,  such  as :  "  Plymouth  colony  was 
erected  by  letters  patent  Irom  King  James  I.,  April  lOlK, 
1G06,  for  the  pur]>ose  of  planting  and  ruling  the  territory 
(then  called  hovtliern  Virginia),  now  culled  New  England, 
which  had  been  discovered  by  Bartliolorpew  Gosnold  on 
May  11th,  1602.  This  society  consisted  of  a  number  of 
nobility  and  gentry,  but  for  fourteen  years  nether  fish  and 
ftir  was  all  they  did.  Money  was,  on  the  whole,  their 
object,  and  money  was  the  snare  in  which  their  scheme 
was  entangled  and  lost;  for  a  Captain  Hunt,  in  tlieir  cm- 
ploy,  carried  ofT  twenty-seven  Indians  and  sold  them  in 
Spain  for  £20  sterling  each.  This  iinmediutely  broke  off 
their  commerce  with  the  Indians.  (.P.  25.)  A  colony  of 
French  Protestants  went  to  Brazil  about  IGTO,  and  had 
seventy-five  ministers  from  Geneva,  but  they  failed. 

Eliot  saw  twenty-four  Indian  congregations  with  twenty- 
four  Indian  ministers. 

The  Baptists  began  at  Swanzcy  and  at  Boston  in  ICGa, 
and  were  condemned  by  a  Synod  in  1679.  Quakers  began 
in  1656. 

For  witchcraft  nineteen  were  executed  between  1648  ntul 
1692.     Revival  from  1739  till  1744. 

26th  of  January,  1744,  war  on  Louisburgh  was  carried 
by  one  of  a  majority  in  Boston  General  Court 

From  these  and  various  other  topics,  apparently  totally 
disconnected,  somewhat  after  the  manner  of  "Mather's 
Wonder-Working  Providence,"  they  trace  a  connection  be- 
tween moral  wrong-doing  and  calamity  under  Divine 
providence,  and  state  that  "  ungodliness  had  now  been  in- 
creasing for  twenty  years,"  and  as  an  e\idence,  if  not  a 
cause,  an  effect  of  it,  "Arminianism  "  has  (had  then)  now 
"become  respectable."    Think  of  this! 

Their  Balh  Kol  they  published  in  an  octavo  form.  So 
they  describe  it.  By  request,  the  Rev.  Robert  Annan,  of 
Long  Lane,  did  the  proof-reading. 

Notwithstanding  their  diligence  in  spreading  before  tli«il 
people  through  the  .press  their  testimony  in  Bath  Kol,  in- 
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dividuals,  with  an  inconsisteiioy  usually  in  keeping  with 
attachment  to  error,  imagined  that  they  could  deny  the 
truth  of  the  standards  of  the  church  and  still  (so  far  aa 
they  pleased)  enjoy  full  privileges  as  memhers.  This  was 
attempted  hy  individuals  in  Newburyport.  They  "were 
not  free  to  profess  their  belief  of  the  future  eteruity  of 
hell  torments,"  and  yet  claimed  "all  the  special  privileges 
of  Christians." 

"After  serious  consideration  "  of  a  communication  from 


the  session  of  said  church,  tho  Presbytery  at  Dcrry,  Sep- 
tember 13th,  178.5,  say,  "  We  cannot  see  how  any  church 
connected  with  us  could,  after  the  issuing  of  our  testimony 
on  the  21st  of  May,  1783,  judicially  condemning  the  doc- 
trine of  universal  salvation,  allow  any  special  fellowship 
to  any  adherent  to  those  errors." 

"ITiis  Presbytery,  firmly  adherinj:;  to  our  said  public 
act,  highly  approve  of  the  conduct  of  the  pastor  and  sea- 
sion  of  said  church  in  the  facta  stated  in  the  resolutions 
now  presented,  and  we  solemnly  enjoin  on  all  our  mem- 
bers and  all  churches  under  our  care,  to  adopt  the  same 
rule  of  conduct  towards  Origenists  which  has  been  ob- 
served by  these  our  brethren  in  this  case,  as  they  would 
avoid  the  pains  of  the  djsciphne  of  Christ's  church  against 
schism,  heresy,  and  disorder  ' 

"  On  motion,  Resohed  Thit  in  the  present  low  state  of 
religion  among  us  this  Prchvtery  judge  that  it  is  not 
enough  to  bear  aa  they  have  done  open  testimony  against 
errors  and  vices,  without  seriously  attempting  to  push  for- 
ward an  actual  reformation  in  the  matters  complained  of 
among  the  churches  under  our  care.  And  aa  Presbyteriai 
visitations  have  ever  made  a  standing  part  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  government  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
have  always  been  found  to  be  n,  blessed  means,  under  God, 
of  reforming  abuses  and  keeping  peace  and  order  in  the 
oiiurch,  this  mode,  long  diauaed  by  this  body  on  account  of 
the  public  perils  and  distresses  of  the  late  war,  ought  now 
to  be  revived  among  us  without  further  delay." 

This  duty  was  to  "  be  comm  enced  at  next  meeting,  and 
to  be  continued  only  at  stated  meetings  until  all  the  con- 

tregations  were  visited,  and  in  performing,  the  rules  laid 
own  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland 
shall  be  observed,  excepting  such  parts  as  are  local." 
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This  was  a  wiae  movement,  as  such  visitatioii  of  each 
church,  pastor,  elders,  deacons ,  aud  people  by  the  Presby- 
tery is  a  necessary  element  in  "talans  care  of  the  house 
of  God."  ''Obey  them  that  have  the  rule  over  you." 
Submit  yourselves,  for  they  watch  for  your  souls  as  thev 
that  must  give  an  account,  not  only  Ui  the  Chief  Shepherd, 
when  he  comea  from  above,  but  now,  to  those  who  are 
ConBtituted  "  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jeaus  Christ,"  as 
thrones  of  judgment,  thrones  of  the  house  of  (our  New 
Testament)  David. 

In  no  other  way  can  delinquencies  be  so  completely 
reached  and  the  church  kept  pure,  vital,  active,  and  ag- 
gressive as  by  sworn  official  watch  of  all  its  memben, 
rulers  and  ruled. 

If  this  course  were  pursued  by  every  Presbytery  at  each 
stated  meeting,  "pure  and  undefiled  religion"  would, 
under  the  Divine  blessing,  see  brighter  days  th^n  tbe 
visible  church  has  yet  seen.  Where  the  pastor  teaches 
publicly  and  from  house  to  house,  where  the  elders  benr 
rule  wdl,  where  those  who  are  "over  the  outward  things 
of  the  house  of  God  "  use  the  office  of  a  deacon  well,  they 
individually,  in  their  respective  relations,  purchase  lo 
themselvee  a  good  degree  and  great  boldness  in  the  faith." 
Individual  members  and  parenta  thus  seeing  those  who 
are  over  them  in  the  Lord  examined,  not  only  become 
divested  of  any  petty  jealousy  of  feeling,  but  learn  to  sus- 
tain with  pleasure*  their  spiritual  guides  and  overseers  ia 
every  department  of  demanded  duty ;  while  children  be- 
come increasingly  accustomed  to  them,  and,  by  the  obser- 
vation of  such  visitations,  more  familiar  with  the  bulwarks 
of  the  church,  and  learn  to  go  (not  to  be  driven)  "by  the 
footsteps  of  the  flock." 

That  is  not  all.    Such  official  duty  has  the  promise  of 
an  efficacious  blessing.    "  Occupy,"  "  Be  thou  faithful  ■ .  -  , 
and  I  will  give,"  "Digging  about  and  dunging,"  is  the  J 
only  sure  way  to  productiveness  and  abundance.     (Acts  i 
XX.  28.)  ■ 
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CHAPTER  X. 

I"fl8-1793— How  were  the  meanB  of  grace  relished  ?— A  rerival— Pres- 
hpitjr  of  Grafton — A  letter  to — Wliat  response  we  know  nol — 
■Hoves  to  be  eKCuaed "— Odiorne— Tlie  Stale  religion  "the  mo.'t 
WimbleBt"— D.  F.  Williams'  declinature— "  Not  conaifllenl  with 
(or  principle*" — Visitation— How  conducted,  shewn — A  decisive 
fllt—(.Umgti.  stimulated — Innovations — Principle  had  not  yet  yvnpo- 
Med— The  Precentor — Preebytery  recommended — DeluBJoDs  and  dc- 
ttla^aina — A  Fast- Day— Obaerved  NoTember,  1786 — Jeremiah  Pear- 
■W  inform"  Rev.  J.  Chandler  about  their  receiving  Murray — Things 
dutvere  ready  to  die  in  Church  and  Town — Hence  leller  to  Rea- 
hnnk  ODDfrn.,  1788— The  people  obeyed  the  Preshjiery  and  prog- 
fmd— Be*.  Thoe.  Hibbert  from  bad  to  worse — His  lawsuit — De- 
f>*d  mm)  excommunicated — An  unicgue  scene — Washington  poeH 
dwn  EsA"— Tlie  Preshyler^  address  him— His  answer— The 
^IBt— Murray's  usefulneiM  limited  bv  it — The  three  Presbyleries — 
TSnt  Cliiircliea— Rev.  8.  WillianiB  aniious— He  wrote  earnestly  to 
Mr.  IS.  lo  seek  reconciliation  wiiii  the  Philadelphia  Presbyteij- Mr. 
H.  peruBted  in  denying  the  forgery — Atkinson  and  Moure  licensed — 
Ht.  Joni.  Brown  promised  S5.00  per  Sabbath  and  his  ferryage — 
gptth  oC  Rev.  Williatu  Dacidhon,  Feb.  15,  17B1— His  character- 
■^lllw  now  worn  by  natives — Pungent  letter  to  Seabrook — Its  eSects 
—^*«  nieriiing  of  the  Presbvlery  at  Eastward,  of  which  we  have 
■Nwib  there,  June  13,  1792— Fimt  Church,  Derry,  at>k  supply- But 
^^  object  to  Jona.  Brown — ^BroadAlreet  examined  and  approved — 
2|B-  PigtOD  recommended  oa  a  Bursar — The  propwialB  for  a  union  of 
jrtatiTtericii  considered,  and  Cammissioners  appointed  to  meet  the 
t^Duxioner?  of  the  oilier  Presbyteries  at  Dartmouth  on  the  23d 
•f  Auiwi,  1792 — Adjourned  to  meet  in  New  Market,  on  October  4lh, 
■71!— A  recupitulation— Regular  meetings  of  this  Presbytery  held  for 
■  fc"  ye«i«,  but  how  long  is  uncertain. 

.  ^N  tracing  our  ecclesiastical  polities,  it  is  a  matter  of  the 
■"•fhert  imijortancfi  (and  one  which  we  can  only  reach  ap- 
l""*!!!!!!!*'!}-'!  to  ascertain  with  what  life  the  means  of 
**Ve,  where  they  were  enjoyed,  were  relished.  "  The  cares 
'*f  the  world,  the  deceitfulness  of  riches,  and  the  lust  of 
**Uer  thinfcs  ent«ring  in,  choke  the  word,  and  it  becometh 
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We  have  seen  in  a  former  generation  how  it  was  in  Lon- 
donderry and  elsewhere,  while  the  utterances  of  Balh  Kot 
are  discour^ng,  indicating  an  extensive  destitution  of 
those  "  works  of  righteousness  "  whose  "  fruit  is  unto  holi- 
ness." 

This  is  noticed  in  connection  with  a  statement  in  the 
following  letter,  in  which  we  find  that  a  revival  was  expe- 
rienced in  the  interior  parts  of  New  Hampshire,  and  that, 
as  u  consequence,  a  Presbytery  had  been  there  formed. 

It  is  dated  at  Londonderry  on  September  13th,  1785, 
"  To  the  Rev.  Presbytery  of  Grafton,  the  first  Presbytery 
of  the  Eastward,  wish  grace,  mercy  and  peace,  etc.,  etc: 

^'Rev.  and  dearly  beloved  in  the  Lord : — Animated,  we  trust, 
by  a  dutiful  zeal  for  the  faith  and  order  of  the  gospel, 
which,  with  pain,  we  behold  lamentably  set  aside  by  too 
many  of  all  ranks  among  us."  They  now  stiite  the  cir- 
cumstances of  their  organization  ;  the  name  of  their  Pres- 
bytery, their  standards  as  to  doctrine,  government  and 
discipline,  ignoring  their  matter  and,  form  of  worship. 
"  Conducted  by  this  platform,  through  the  indulgence  of 
Zion's  King,  we  have  maintained  brotherly  love  among 
ourselves,  peace  and  order  in  the  churches  under  our  care, 
and  have  received  various  additions  of  ininistt'rs  and 
churches  to  our  number  from  time  to  time. 

"Beside  the  organized  churches  which  compose  our 
body,  a  great  number  of  towns  and  settlements  in  this  ex- 
tensive eastern  region  apply  to  us  for  supplies  of  the  gos- 
pel. To  the  utmost  of  our  power  we  have  endeavored  to 
answer  their  calls ;  and  lia,d  wc  candidates  sutBcient  for 
our  vacancies,  we  should  not  doubt  but  by  the  blessing  of 
God,  in  a  very  short  time  to  see  Presbyterian  ehuruies 
planted  throughout  the  Euatward.  To  this  happy  event 
nothing  has  been  a  greater  ohHtruetion  than  tlie  want  of 
visible  union  among  Preshyterians.  To  form  a  countu^ 
poise  to  this,  it  has  been  '  as  cold  water  to  the  thirsty  soul,' 
to  hear  that  the  Lord  hath  been  pouring  out  his  Spirit  on 
his  ministers  and  churches  in  the  interior  narts  of  this 
State,  and  t!iat  a  goodly  number  of  them  have  oeen  thereby 
moved  to  revive  the  ancient  and  scriptural  form  of  govern- 
ment in  that  country,  and  have  actually  formed  them- 
selves into  a  regular  Presbytery,  and  walk  together  in  ti 
faith  and  order  of  the  gospel. 
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"This  Presbytery  rejoice  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
open  a  frifiidly  correspondence  with  you,  as  a  sister  judi- 
calurj'  in  Christ's  house,  and  aa  such,  to  offer  to  j'on  the 
right  hand  of  tellowship.  To  make  these  our  sentiments 
known  to  your  reverend  body,  and  in  our  name  to  negoti- 
*1*  whatever  may  be  necessary  for  the  union  and  liar- 
Dwny  of  this  part  of  Christ's  mystical  body  among  us,  we 
haw'iwnt  a  worthy  member  of  this  Presbytery,  commis- 
tioiifil  and  instructed  lor  ttiat  purpose. 

"We  request  you  charitably  to  receive  him  in  the  Lord 
Uojrowii  t)ouls,  to  pive  full  credence  to  him  as  our  repre- 
sentative, and  treat  with  him  as  you  would  with  us  if  per- 
Mnally  pivsent.     Bepijing  an  uiterest  in  vour  pntyers, 
*i»liing  you  all  neerlnd  grace  and  all  desirable  enccess  in 
the  gospi'l  vineyard,  with  great  veneration  and  aflection- 
«to  ee(«eni,  we  are,  etc.,  etc." 
Whether  any  and  what  response  was  returned  to  this 
I  ■'•tier  we  know  not,  but  nepotiations  for  union  were  for 
I  Jjvus  continued.    It  also  brings  out  the  real  existence  of 
ICnifton  I*re8liytfry. 

Fiwu   fraiznuntiiry  niinutea  we  are  able  to  trace  the 

■io^  of  Uiis  Presbytery  a  few  years  longer. 

A%  Amnbury,  June  7th,  1786,  there  were  present  Revs. 

'ovqih  Prince.  Thomas  Hibbard  and  Bimon  Williams, 

"""**'    Eldvni    Jonathan    Ring,   Edward    Harrin,  Deacon 

ibury  and  John  Monlton,  Esq.     Absent — KevB.  Wil- 

I  Davidson.  Solomon   Jloore,  John   Murray  and  Na- 

tM  Ewer. 

Ill  iinijwer  to  a  petition  from  Boothbay,  Presbytery  de- 

i  their  candidate,  Mr.  Gilbert  T.  WilHams,  to  go,  but 

•  lH)Uc»t<-d  ihe  Presbytery  to  "indulge  him,  aa  he  finds 

~KBt  reluctance  in  taking  such  a  journey  "  even  in  snm- 

t,  lu  far  ue  from  Windham,  N.  H.,  to  Boothbay  in 

^  therefore  he  "  hopes  to  be  exeu«ed." 
"Send,  Lord,  by  whom  thou  wilt  send."    I  cnnnot  "  en- 
OK  hunlness,"  much  less  "all  things  for  the  elect's  sake, 
****!  thev  mav  [tlsn  nM;iin  the  salvation  that  is  in  Christ 
-■•»U-wi'lh  .■1,'riiid  rliiry." 

Hiivjii_>ili  rliiicil  t-'i'iii;:,  he  was  "  appointed  to  supply  the 
^  in  ilirsr  |i:itiri  at  his  own  discretion."    His  Prcs- 
I  was  too  feeble  to  resist  his  surroundings,  and 
divitiuj  ran  to  Congregationalism. 


Presbytery  had  control  of  the  taxes  for  the  support  of 
the  pariah  minister  in  only  a  few  towns.  "  The  loaves  and 
fishes  "  were,  even  then,  to  some  minds  (indebted  to  Pres- 
byterianism  for  all  their  moral  worth  and  consequent 
prosperity),  of  more  importance  than  the  dictates  of  Rrati- 
tude.  Like  the  old  Swiss  gentleman,  Odiorne  of  Halifax, 
Nova  Scotia,  when  with  his  daughter,  who,  after  her  raar- 
ria^e,  went  with  her  husband  {a  son  of  the  Attorney-Gen- 
eral of  the  Province)  to  the  Episcopal  church,  and  when 
an  elder  remonstrated  with  him,  saying,  "why  do  you 
leave  our  church,  do  you  not  know  tliat  the  PresbyteriBii 
is  the  best  religion?  "Oh,"  says  he,  " the  Presbyteriaa 
religion  is  the  best  religion,  but  the  Church  of  England  is 
the  most  honorablest."  So  it  was  with  JIcKeen  and  the 
Williams  as  Bursars.  The  State  religion  was  in  their 
estimation  "the  most  honorablest,"  and  to  it  they  went. 

October  5th,  178(i.  "  Presbytery  proceeded  in  the  busi- 
ness  of  the  visitation  of  this  church  (New  bury  port).  The 
pastor  being  withdrawn  the  elders  were  examined  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  about  the  pastor,  and  then  the  elders  beiiw 
withdrawn  the  pastor  was  examined  as  to  the  session  and 
church ;  a  full  statement  of  the  order,  government  and  dis- 
cipline thereof  was  laid  before  us,  and  on  the  whole  noth- 
ing found  objected  to  or  complained  of,  unless  that  the 
pastor  in  session  confined  himself  solely  to  the  i)lace  of 
moderator  and  executive  officer  without  taking  a  deciding 
part.  To  which  he  answered  by  reading  certain  instru- 
ments, which  passed  between  him,  the  session  and  church 
previous  to  his  settlement,  in  which  certain  reforms  were 
solicited  by  him  and  promised  by  them ;  he  withal  declared 
that  whenever  these  were  actually  complied  with,  he  was 
willing  to  take  as  decisive  a  part  as  is  usual  for  gospel 
ministers  to  do,  but  until  then,  he  declared  himself  bound 
in  conscience  to  go  no  farther  than  he  has  done." 
"  Unanimously  approve  of  the  conduct  of  said  pastor  in 
the  premises  and  encounige  him  to  persevere  thcroia." 
The  "go  to  let  us"  part  of  their  politj,  in  which  their 
Presbyterian  ism  was  defective,  is  thus  disclosed,  while  by 
thus  "  taking  heed  to  all  the  flock,"  the  Presbj'k'ry  liave 
before  them  a  reliable  knowledge  of  their  average  spiritual 
condition.  The  congregation  in  the  meantime  arc  stimu- 
lated to  higher  attainments  in  the  Divine  life,  and  seo 
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mate  extensively  the  responsibility  of  those  who  watch  for  I 

their  soula  and  resolve  to  hold  them  more  "  highly  in  love  I 

for  their  work's  sake."  I 

I^  re  nala  at  Londonderry,  November  9th,  1786.    A  M 

remonstrance  from  the  session  of  Londonderry,  signed  by  ■ 

eleven  ruling  elders,  in  reference  to  innovations  introduced  ■ 

by  a  party  in  relation  to  the    manner  of  singing  in  the  ■ 

church  was  now  submitted.    The  Scotch-Irish  Presbyte-  I 

rian  blood  and  principle  had  not  yet  evaporated,  conse-  I 

quently  they  sung  psaima.     But  the  style  had  become  all  I 

important  with  a  Dr.  Isaac  Thom  and  some  of  the  pariah.  1 

When  forbidden  by  their  aged  pastor  to  disturb  i'urtlier  1 

the  peace  of  the  church,  they  reoellcd,  and  persevered  in  1 

their  innovations.  ] 

In  times  past,  the  precentor  had  stood  in  his  desk  facing  I 

the  congregation,  so  that  his  countenance  as  well  as  that  I 

of  the  minister  might  be  seen,  and  draw  the  sympathy  and  I 

co-operation  of  his  fellow-worehippers ;  but  in  the  surround- .  I 

ing regions  this  decent  and  time-honored  Scriptural  order  J 

had  been  supplanted  by  pitch  pipes,  gallery  singing,  and  I 

tunes  not  only  new  to  the  aged,  but  unsuitable  for  the  I 

praise  of  God,  with  his  "  sweet  psalms."  I 

The  casting  away  of  the  "  Bay  State  Psalter "  and  the  m 

introduction  for  nearly  a  generation  of  the  "  Imitations  "  I 

had  trained  the  sentimental  New  England  mind  for  new  I 

osages,  and  the  good  "ould  twelve  tunes,  which,"  in  slang  ■ 

graseology,  "  the  Lord  made  in  Ireland,"  now,  like  John  ■ 

rleycom,  "  must  die."  I 

I       Upon  "  particular  inquiry,  it  was  found  that  neither  the  I 

elders  nor  Dr.  Thom  were  clothed  with  proper  anthority  to  rl 

represent  their  respective  parties.    Therefore  the  Presby-  1 

tery  resolved,  that  they  cannot  constitutionally  proceed  to  1 

hear  and  judge  on  the  merits  of  this  cause  at  this  time,  I 

and  they  earnestly  recommend  it  to  both  parties  to  forbear  1 

all  animosities  and  contentions  on  this  subject,  and  to  ex-  I 

ercise  forbearance  and  Christian  candor  on  both  sides  until  | 

we  have  opportunity  to  determine  the  case  regularly  in  a  ' 
judicial  way." 

Newburyport,  October  5th,  1786.  "Taking  into  seriouB 
consideration  the  manifold  delusions  and  land-defiHng 
sins  uow  prevaihng  in  this  land,  and  the  awful  publio 
£rowDS  and  judgments  of  Almighty  God  now  justly  pour- 
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ing  out  upon  it,  in  the  lamentable  state  of  oar  public 
affairs,  Preabytery  agree  that  the  first  Tuesday  of  Novem- 
ber next  be  set  apart  and  observed  in  all  the  coiigregationB 
under  our  care  as  a  day  of  fasting,  humiliation  and  prayer, 
that  we  and  our  people  may  then  publicly  confess  our  sins 
and  implore  the  God  of  all  grace  to  avert  the  judgnienta 
which  lie  is  now  threatening  and  we  as  a  people  justly 
deserve." 

So  far  aa  is  known,  that  day  was  duly  observed. 

At  Topsham,  June  13th,  1787,  an  "  elder  from  Boothbay 
expressed  the  desire  of  that  congregation  to  receive  a  can- 
didate, who  has  a  view  to  acttlemcnt." 

Their  next  meeting  was  ixt  Seabrook,  October  17th,  1787. 
Murray,  Prince,  Ewer,  and  Thos.  Hibbard  present,  with 
six  elders. 

On  August  25th,  1787,  a  Rev,  Jas.  Chandler  wrote  to  an 
elder  (Jeremiah  Pearson)  in  Newburyport,  to  "  know  upon 
what  grounds  they  had  received  Mr.  Murray  "  as  pastor, 
as  he  had  seen  the  character  of  him  given  by  the  first 
Presbytery  of  Philadelphia;  and  received  thu  following 
reply: 

"  Principally  these :  Beside  his  appeal  to  an  impartial 
public,  are  his  examination  and  confession  before  his  Pres- 
bytery ;  his  letter  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Parsons,  in  which  ia  con- 
tained such  a  confession  as  satisfied  the  Boston  Presbytery 
when  read  at  their  session  both  at  Palmer  and  at  Salem, 
and  satisfied  our  church  ;  his  transportation  from  Booth- 
bay  to  this  place  by  the  Presbytery  of  which  those 
churches  are  members ;  to  which  mightbe  added,  his  being 
one  of  the  greatest  Calvinistic  divines  of  the  age — a  mirror 
of  patience,  of  a  godly  life  and  conversation  during  his 
residence  at  the  Eastward — are  some  of  the  grounds  upon 
which  he  was  received  by  our  church.  Sir,  I  might  give 
many  more." 

At  Candia,  June  11th,  1788.  Present,  Prince,  Ewer, 
Williams,  Sol.  Moore,  Robt.  Moore,  John  Murray,  and 
seven  elders.  Opened  with  a  sermon  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Moore  on  "  Effectual  Calling  "  <lOth  chap.  Conf.  of  Faith). 

By  this  time  some  of  their  congregations  were  becoming 
like  the  seven  churches  in  lesser  Asia.  They  had  things 
which  were  "ready  to  die,"  where  the  church  and  town 
)uid  alike  sunk  into  indifference,  and  to  which  they  g 
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attention.     Hence  the  following  from  the  pointed 

and  prolific  pen  of  Murray  to  the  churcli  and  congregation 
of  Seabrook,  dated  Newbiiryport,  July  6th,  1788: 
"  Dearly  beloved  in  the  Lonl ; 

"  It  is  with  much  reluctance  and  regret  that  I  am  now 
obliged  to  sit  down  to  the  [lainful  task  of  sending  to  you  a 
letter  of  reproof  and  admonition,  in  the  name  of  the  Rev. 
Presbytery  under  whose  care  you  are  placed,  for  the  long 
sinful  neglect  of  seeking  for  the  public  means  of  grace  for 
your  congregation. 

"At  the  last  meeting  of  Presbytery,  when,  in  the  course 
of  their  inquiries  into  the  state  of  the  churches  under 
their  care,  they  found  that,  after  all  that  had  been  said  on 
that  matter  at  iSeahrooli,  yet  no  stepii  have  been  taken  on 
your  part  to  obtain  even  occasional  sujiplies  for  the  pulpit 
since  that  time;  the  information  was  received  with  equal 
horror  and  surprise. 

"  Considering  themselves  as  a  judicatory  bound  to  watch 
over  you  for  pood,  they  thought  thay  could  not  acquit 
tJaemselves  to  their  own  consciencea,  nor  to  the  great  Head 
of  the  church,  if  they  continued  any  longer  to  stand  by, 
asd  by  their  silence  seem  to  connive  at  so  open  and  de- 
lib^ate  a  neglect  of  Christ  and  of  his  gospel, 

"Therefore,  to  discharge  the  part  of  faithful  friends  and 
watchmen  towards  you,  they  ordered  their  clerk  to  testify 
to  you,  in  their  name,  that  this  practice  is  equally  dishon- 
orable to  religion  and  dangeroub  to  your  own  aoula.  They 
beseech  you  as  brethren  to  consider  what  an  aspect  that 
church  must  have,  that  professes  the  Christian  religion,  is 
planted  in  a  Christian  land  where  the  means  of  grace  are 
plenty  and  the  fullest  liberty  to  enjoy  them  indulged,  and 
yet  continues  quiet  and  easy  from  year  to  year  without 
Bermons,  without  sacraments,  with  the  house  of  the  Lord 
shut  up  and  lying  waste. 

"  They  intreat  you  to  recollect  that,  in  the  meanwhile, 
tam«  is  wasting ;  death  is  hastening  on ;  the  awful  day  of 
accounts  drawing  near ;  and  that  when  it  arrives  it  will  be 
slu  unavailing  plea  to  say  your  parish  was  poor,  since  that 
God,  who  provided  you  with  that  little,  will  surely  assert 
bis  right  to  require  some  part  of  it  for  his  own  service. 

"They  wish  you  to  reflect  whether  the  continuance  of 
that  poverty  may  not  he  a  judgment  for  this  habitual  pUb* 
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lie  contempt  of  his  word,  and  wiiether  it  is  not  probable 
that  your  persisting  in  thtit  sin  may  provolte  the  Lord  to 
inflict  yet  soref  judgments;  whetber  it  does  not  tend  lo 
bring  up  your  chil<lreu  in  i'atiil  ignorance  of  God,  and  lu 
make  way  for  deism,  infidelity,  and  atheism  itself,  to  take 
their  full  sweep  among  the  rising  generation;  whether,  if 
sinneni  go  on  hardened  in  impenitenoe  and  perisii  at  last 
for  lack  of  vision,  their  blood  will  not  be  required  at  vour 
bands,  and  whether,  in  that  sad  case,  the  saving  a  little 
earthly  intprest  for  yonr  children  and  posterity  will  be 
enough  to  countervail  the  damage? 

"  The  Presbytery  remonstrate  these  serious  things  to  vou 
with  the  sincerest  respect  and  love  for  your  soulS,  They 
pray  you  to  take  the  warning  in  good  part,  and  give  them 
the  comfort  to  know  at  their  next  meeting  that  you  are 
sincerely  resolved  on  such  a  reformation  in  this  respect  as 
may  give  them  occasion  to  rejoice  in  the  prospect  of  your 
finally  escaping  the  wrath  to  come. 

"As  for  myself,  you  may  be  assured  that  nothing  but  a 
conscientious  obedience  to  the  solemn  injunction  of  that 
reverend  body  to  which  I  am  subject,  could  have  persuaded 
me  to  undertake  this  painful  task — and  permit  mo  to  re- 
quest that  you  believe  that  every  word  I  have  written  is 
dictated  from  the  sincerest  desire  for  your  greatest  happi- 
ness in  time  and  eternity,  and  tfius  I  hope  to  be  still  con- 
sidered as,  gentlemen,  your  affectionate  friend  and  very 
humble  servant  in  the  gospel  of  Christ." 

May  not  Presbyteries  be  found  to-day  who  require  to 
profit  by  this  example  of  official  fidelity  where  churches 
are  allowed  to  commit  suicide  or  die  out  without  such  a 
solemn  remonstrance  ?  "  These  (as  well  aa  inspiredj 
things  were  written  aforetime  for  our  learning." 

"  How  forcible  are  right  words ! "  The  people  obeyed 
them  who  had  the  rule  over  them,  resumed  public  worship, 
and,  aa  we  shall  (D.  V.)  see,  the  last  meeting  of  "  the  Pres- 
bytery at  the  Eastward,"  of  which  we  have  full  records,  was 
held  at  Scabrook. 

Our  next  item  of  record  is  dated  "Amesbury,  Novem- 
ber 6th,  1788,  7  A.  M.  Presbytery  mot  in  mtfiioquitar," 
The  cause  of  their  meeting  was  an  aggravated  case  of 
drunkenness.  The  congregation  was  one  which  had  come 
to  Preebyterianism,  anatbe  habits  of  the  pastor,  the  Bcnr. 


^^^^^^^^H  IN    KE\V   EXGLAXD.  239 

<33iomaa  Hibbert,  had  grown  from  bad  to  worse.  By  the 
"  pariah  book  "  it  appeared  that  on  "  December  13th  (1787), 
tliey  voted  £18  to  be  paid  to  him  for  all  services  as  a  min- 
ister, ou  condition  that  lie  cancel  all  the  niiniBter's  taxes 
till  the  24th  of  May,  1788,  and  also  continue  to  preach  to 
lis  till  then."  This  was  recalled.  He  offered  to  leave  the 
matter  to  referees.  He  prosecuted  them.  Deacon  Tucker 
agreed  that  the  society  pav  their  part  of  Mr.  Hibbert's 
charges  in  a  lawsuit  with  that  parish,  according  to  cove- 
nant, and  also  to  pay  up  the  £30  contiiined  in  the  above 
vote  and  subscription  on  the  condition  therein  men- 
tioned. 

"  Mr.  H,  said  he  would  agree  to  fidfil  his  part,  on  condition 
that  the  Presbytery  peaceably  dismiss  him."  Instead  of 
doing  BO,  he  was  arraigned  and  tried,  and  the  evidence  was 
only  too  conclusive.  After  a  tedious  process,  "all  parties 
and  witnesses  being  heard  until  they  had  nothing  to  add, 
Presbytery  ordered  them  to  withdraw,  and  carefully 
examined  all  the  papers  left  with  them. 

"  Resolved  unanimously  that  the  complaint  of  intoxica- 
tion is  fully  proved,  as  were  also  two  other  charges,  and  they 
deposed  him  irom  the  office  of  the  holy  ministry."  They 
til^i  declared  the  pulpit  vacant,  and  exhorted  the  society, 
80  Boon  as  may  be,  to  obtain  another  minister.  Is  not 
"  wine  a  mocker  and  strong  drink  raging  "  in  view  of  such 
occurrences  ? 

"The  Presbytery  gave  to  him  the  position  of  a  private 
member  in  the  church.  This  he  spumed,  and  on  April 
SStli,  1789,  the  session  gavi*  him  till  the  last  Wednesday  in 
June  to  express  his  sorrow  for  his  sin.  If  then  impenitent, 
the  session  will  ask  the  Presbytery  to  excommunicate  him, 
which  was  done  on  the  20th  day  of  July,  1789,  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  Presbytery  by  the  Rev,  Solomon  Moore, 
Moderator." 

From  this  humiliating  scene,  a  minister  excommunicated 
for  drunkenness,  for  indecent  conduct  in  the  house  of  wor- 
ship on  the  Lord's  day,  and  for  lying,  we  now  turn  to  an 
unique  occurrence— a  "  Scotch- Irish  "  church  court  in  per- 
sonal communication  with  the  "  President  of  the  United 
Btates  of  America." 

In  October,  1789,  George  Washington  went  "down 
East,"  and  he  who  had  "  lifted  up  his  voice  like  a  trumpet," 
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who  had  aided  auccessfully  "committees  of  safety"  imd 
constrained  men  to  fill  the  depleted  ranks  in  the  army,  ■ 
whose  head  was  previously  for  years  in  the  British  mar- 
ket worth  five  hundred  sterling  pounds,  standing  in  part 
in  the  shadow  of  tlie  then  traveller  himself,  as  "the  first  in 
war,  the  first  in  peace  "  in  the  pulpit,  and  where  he  was 
not  positively  hated,  "  the  first  in  the  hearts  of  his  coun- 
trymen," now,  with  his  co-preahyters,  addresses  tlie  Chief 
Majiistrate  of  the  nation. 

VVhile  the  address,  like  the  clerk  who  prepared  it,  may 
be  hy  some  considered  a  little ''  pompous,"  those  only  who 
can  produce  one  more  appropriate  are  entitled  to  cavil  at 
it.     The  criticisms  of  interior  minds  cannot  deteriorate  it. 

"  The  Address  of  the  First  Presbytery  of  the  Eastward  to 
George  Washington,  President  of  the  United  ijtatee: 
"Sir:  We,  the  ministers  and  ruling  elders  resident  in 
Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire,  which  compose  '1A< 
First  Presbytery  of  the  Eastward,  now  holding  a  stated  sefr 
eion  in  this  town  (Newburynort),  heg  leave  io  approach 
your  presence  with  genuine  ieeliiigs  of  the  deepest  venera* 
tion  and  highest  esteem. 

"  We  ask  the  honor  of  a  place  among  the  multitudes  of 
good  citizens  who  are  ami) itio us  of  expressing  the  heartfelt 
satisfaction  with  which  they  bid  you  a  cordial  welcome  to 
these  eastern  parts  of  your  government.  In  unison  with 
rejoicing  millions  we  felicitate  our  country  and  ourselvea 
on  your  unanimous  election  to  the  highest  office  which  a 
nation  can  bestow,  and  on  your  acceptance  of  the  trust 
with  every  evidence  which  a  citizen  can  give  of  being  ao- 
tuated  thereto  hy  the  purest  principles  of  patriotism,  of 
piety  and  of  self-denial. 

"  Gret^  was  the  joy  of  our  hearts  to  see  the  late  tedious 
and  destructive  war  at  length  terminated  in  a  safe  anA 
honorable  peace;  to  see  the  liberty  and  independence  of 
our  country  happily  secured ;  to  see  wise  constitutions  of 
civil  government  peaceably  established  in  the  sevei*] 
States,  and  especially  to  see  a  confederation  of  them  all 
finally  agreed  on  by  the  general  voice. 

"  But  with  all  our  joy,  we  ever  contemplated  with  regret 
the  want  of  efficiency  in  the  Federal  government;  we 
ardently  wished  for  a  form  of  national  union  which  should 
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^raw  the  cord  of  amity  more  closely  around  the  several 
■Btates,  concentrate  their  separate  intcrefits  and  reduce  the 
freemen  of  America  to  one  great  body,  ruled  by  one  head 
and  animated  by  one  soul. 

"And  we  now  devoutly  offer  our  humble  tribute  of  praise 
and  thankfit^iving  to  tbe  all  gracious  Father  of  lights,  who 
hiia  inspired  our  public  councila  with  a  wisdom  and  firm- 
ness which  have  effected  that  desirable  purpose  in  so  great 
a  measure  by  the  National  CoiistUution,  and  who  has  fixed 
the  eyes  of  all  America  on  you  as  the  worthiest  of  its  citi- 
zens to  be  entrusted  with  tlie  execution  of  it, 

"  Whatever  any  may  have  supposed  wanting  in  the 
original  plan,  we  are  happy  to  find  so  wisely  providing  in 
its  amendments;  and  it  is  with  peculiar  satisfaction  that 
■we  behold  how  easdy  the  entire  confidence  of  the  people  in 
the  man  who  sits  at  the  helm  of  government  has  eradicated 
every  remaining  objection  to  its  form. 

"Amonp;  tiiese  we  never  considered  the  want  of  a  relig- 
ious test,  that  grand  engine  of  persecution  in  every  tyrant  a 
hand.  But  we  should  not  have  been  alone  in  rejoicing  to 
have  seen  some  explicit  acknowledgment*  of '  the  only  tme 
God  and  Jesiis  Chnst  whom  he  hath  sent '  inserted  some- 
where in  the  Magna  Charta  of  our  country, 

"Wearehappy  to  find,  however,  that  this  defect  has  been 
lemedied  in  the  face  of  all  the  world  by  the  piety  and  de- 
votion in  which  your  first  public  act  of  office  was  performed 
■*-by  the  religious  observance  of  the  Sabbath  and  of  tha 
publio  worship  of  God,  of  which  you  have  set  so  eminent 
w»  example — and  bv  the  warm  etrains  of  Christian  and  de- 
vout affections  which  run  through  your  late  proclamation 
forageneral  thanksgiving. 

"The  catholic  spirit  breathed  in  all  your  public  acts  sup- 

Soita  us  in  tiie  assurance  that  no  religious  establishments, 
O  exclusive  privileges  tending  to  elevate  one  denomination 
**f  Christians  to  the  depression  of  the  remainder,  can  be 
*^tified  by  the  signature  of  the  President  during  your  ad- 
^**iini8tration.  On  th?  contrary,  we  bless  God  that  your 
'^lioie  deportment  bidw  all  denominations  confidently  to 
CXpect  to  find  in  you  tlie  watchful  guardian  of  their  equal 

'b  poclcet  and  break  no  m 
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liberties,  the  steady  patron  of  genuine  Christianity,  and  the 
bright  example  of  those  -pecuhar  virtues  in  which  its  dia- 
tinguishine  doctrines  have  their  proper  effects.  Under  the 
nurturing  nand  of  a  Ruler  of  suoh  virtues  and  one  so  de- 
servedly revered  by  all  ranks,  we  joyfully  indulge  the  hope 
that  virtue  and  religion  will  revive  and  flourish ;  that  infi- 
delity and  the  vices  ever  attendant  in  its  train  will  be  ban- 
ished from  every  polite  circle,  and  that  rational  piety  will 
soon  become  fashionable  there,  and  from  thence  be  diffused 
among  all  other  ranks  in  the  community. 

"  Captivated  with  the  delightl'ul  prospect  of  a  national 
reformation  rising  out  of  the  influence  of  your  authority 
and  example,  we  find  the  fullest  encouragement  to  cheriah 
the  hope  of  it  from  the  signal  deeds  of  pious  and  patriotic 
heroism,  which  marked  the  steps  of  'the  Father  of  his 
country,'  from  the  memorable  hour  of  his  appearance  in 
Congress,  to  declare  the  disinterested  views  with  which  he 
accepted  the  command  of  her  armies,  to  that  hour  not  lees 
memorable,  when,  having  gloriously  acquitted  himself  in 
that  important  trust  and  completely  accomplished  the  de- 
sign of  it,  he  appeared  in  the  same  great  Assembly  again, 
and  resigned  his  commission  into  the  hands  that  gave  iL 

"  But  glorious  as  your  course  baa  been  aa  a  soldier  in 
arms,  defending  your  country  and  the  rights  of  mankind, 
we  exult  in  the  presage,  that  it  will  be  far  outshone  by  the 
superior  lustre  of  a  more  glorious  career  now  before  you 
OB  the  C'hief  Magistrate  of  our  nation,  protecting  by  jiut 
and  merciful  laws  and  by  a  wise,  firm  and  temperate  exe- 
cution of  them,  enhancing  the  value  of  those  inestimable 
rights  and  privileges  which  you  have  so  worthily  asserted 
to  it  by  your  swoi-d. 

"  Permit  us  then,  Great  Sir,  to  assure  you,  that  while  it 
ever  shall  be  our  care  in  our  set'eral  places,  to  inculcate  cm 
our  people  those  principles  drawn  from  the  pure  fuuntaJD 
of  light  and  truth  in  the  sacred  Scriptures,  which  can  bat 
recommend  your  virtues  to  their  imitation,  and  which,  if 
generally  obeyed,  would  contribute  essentiiUly  to  render 
your  people  happy  and  your  government  prosperous;  our 
unceasing  prayer  to  the  Great  Sovereign  of  all  nations  sbaU 
be  that  your  important  life  and  all  your  singular  talents, 
may  be  the  special  care  of  an  indulgent  Providence  (ot 
manj  years  to  come;  that  your  adminietration  may  bt 
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mtinned  to  your  country  under  the  peeulijir  Bniiles  of 
saven,  long  enough  to  mfvanue- the  interests  of  leiirning 
I  the  zenith;  to  carry  the  arts  and  sciences  to  their 
destined  perfection;  to  cliiise  ignorance,  bigotry  and  im- 
morality off  the  sta^e ;  to  restore  true  virtue  and  the  reli- 
lion  of  Jesus  to  their  deserved  throne  in  our  land,  and  to 
Eaund  the  liberties  of  America,  both  religious  and  civil,  on 
ft  basis  which  no  era  of  futurity  Bliall  ever  see  removed; 
iand,  finally,  that  when  you  have  tliuB  done,  free  grace 
may  confer  on  you,  as  the  reward  of  all  your  great  labore, 
I'the  unfading  laurels  of  an  everlasting  crown, 

"Signed  in  the  name,  presence,  and  on  behalf  of  the 
■  First  Presbytery  of  the  Eastward. 

"  Joseph  Prince,  Moderator. 
"John  Mcrbay,  Pres.  Clerk." 

The  President'B  answer  to  the  above  address : 

'To  the  Ministers  and  Ruling  Elders  delegated  to  represent 
the  churches  in  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire, 
which  compose  the  First  Presbytery  of  the  Eastward. 

"  Gentlemen  ;  The  affectionate  welcome  which  you  aie 
.Bleased  to  give  me  to  the  eastern  part  of  this  Union,  would 
(leave  me  without  excuse  did  I  fail  to  acknowledge  the 
tBensibility  it  awakens,  and  to  express  the  moat  sincere  re- 
^ro  that  a  grateful  senBe  of  your  goodnei^s  can  suggest. 
QJo  be  approved  by  the  praiseworthy,  is  a  wish  as  natural 
"io  becoming  ambition  as  its  consequence  is  flattering  to 
lelf-love.  I  am,  indeed,  much  indebted  to  the  favorable 
mtiments  which  you  entertain  towards  me,  and  it  will  be 
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thanksgiving  which  you  offer  to  the 
iouH  Father  of  lights,  for  his  inspiration  of  our  public 
lUncils  with  wisdom  and  firmness  to  complete  the  na- 
tional Constitution,  is  worthy  of  men  who,  devoted  to  the 
piouB  purposes  of  religion,  desire  their  accomplishment  by 
juch  means  as  advance  the  temporal  happiness  of  man- 
kind. 

And  here,  I  am  persuaded,  you  will  permit  me  to  ob- 

se,  that  the  path  of  true  piety  is  so  plain  as  to  require 

■but  little  political  attention.     To  this  consideration  ws 
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ought  to  ascribe  the  absence  of  any  regulation  respecting 
religion  from  the  Magna  Charta  of  our  country. 

"  To  the  guidance  of  the  ministers  of  the  gospel  this  im- 
portant object  is,  perhaps,  more  properly  committed.  It 
will  be  your  care  to  instruct  the  ignorant,  to  reclaim  the 
devious ;  and  in  the  progress  of  morality  and  science,  to 
which  our  government  will  give  every  furtherance,  we  may 
expect  confidentlj',  the  advancement  of  true  religion  and 
the  completion  of  happiness.  I  pray  the  muniBcent  re- 
warder  of  every  virtue,  that  your  agency  in  this  good  work 
njay  receive  its  compensation  here  and  hereafter, 

"George  Washington." 

At  the  risk  of  being  chained  with  needless  repetitions, 
I  now  revert  to  the  anomalous  position  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Murray.  His  usefulness  was  limited  and  his  life  made 
bitter  by  the  stigma  cast  on  his  character. 

In  Newburyport  the  pulpits  were  generally  closed 
a|;ainBt  him,  and  some  of  the  pastors  would  not  even 
^eak  to  him.  This  was  not  all.  The  union  of  the  tbr«e 
Presbyteries — his  own,  that  of  Grafton  and  one  cilled  the 
Presbytery  of  Londonderry  (to  be  subsequently  noticed), 
now  became  to  him  a  matter  of  earnest  desire.  But  the 
Presbytery  at  the  Eastward,  as  well  aa  Mr.  Murray  him- 
self, was  denied  to  be  in  regular  stimding,  and  from  il,  H 
was  feared,  that  unless  order  and  Presbyterial  harmony 
could  be  obtained,  the  three  Western  churches  would 
finally  withdraw. 

This  pressed  heavily  (among  others)  on  the  mind  of  the 
Rev.  Simon  Williams,  of  Windham,  He  had  borne  oAiaoi 
for  the  part  which  he  had  taken  in  the  installation  of  Mt 
Murray  at  Newbiiryport,  and  vears  did  not  diminish  it 

He  wrote  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Robert  Smith,  of  Philndelphit 
who  "  earnestly  recommended  tlie  personal  itpiM-iimnce  « 
Mr.  Murray  before  that  Presbytery,  in  order  to  liike  olTto 
censure  and  restore  him  to  good  standing  with  ll>e  Ameri- 
can Presbyterian  church<«."  By  having  this  done,  Mr. 
Williams  then  saw  the  way  api)arently  dear  for  a  unun 
of  the  three  Presbyteries  in  New  Knglund,  and  the  funlKi 
propflgation  of  Presbyterianism  in  the  region,  as  well  H 
mter-denoniinationul  interLourse  and  fellowship  with  till 
fiuiiounding  regular  Congregational  cburcheB.    He  wnti 
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Mniertly  to  Mr.  Murray,  stating  his  motives — the  glory  of 
Cod,  tlic  honor  of  the  Amcricun  Presbyterian  church,  the 
Well-iwing  of  his  Presbytery,  and  the  honor  and  dignity 
of  hifl  own  person,  as  a  lawMly  ordained  minister.  So 
*aniesOy  did  he  draire  this,  that  he  submitted  the  letter 
from  Dr.  Smith  to  his  own  session,  then  to  Uie  Bession  of 
Londonderry,  again  to  his  own  session,  and  then  wrote  in 
eaxnest  tt^rms  to  Mr.  Murray,  begging  him  to  comply  with 
the  proposition  stated  by  Dr.  Smith.     He  save : 

**  1  trust  that  you  yourself,  and  all  that  fear  God  in  your 

•ociety,  will  view  my  conduct  in  the  most  favorable  light. 

If  vouTfielf  and  session  think  it  best  to  drop  the  matter,  I 

Bhall  only  brictly  by  letter  inform  Dr.  Smitli ;  but,  if  you 

•nd  they  {conaideralh  considerandis)  judge  it  best  that  I 

■bould  go  on  and  use  all  my  endeavorv  to  bring  this  affair 

the  happy  union  of  the  said  Presbytery  of  the  Eastward 

'ith  tbe  other  Presbyterian  churches,  then  let  this  further 

liana  you  that  when  you  concur,  I  will  lay  a  proper 

i«morial  before  our  Presbytery  that  it  niav  be  corrected 

■Ad  authenticated  by  the  moderator,  in  order  to  furnish 

oor  agent  to  wait  upon  the  Presbytery  of  Philadelphia." 

Dr.  Smith  alsowrote  to  Mr.  Murray,  and  while  his  friends 
pvevailed  on  him  to  answer  tiie  Doctor,  yet  he  never 
bunged  his  position.  He  persisted  in  denying  the  forgery, 
•nd  finally  "  intimated  the  utter  impracticability  of  80 
S*^Mt  n.  journey." 

Hit "  judfiment  respecting  the  importance  of  his  Presby- 
t*fy  continuing  in  a  state  of  independent  separation  from 
ttieother  Presbyteries,"  was  very  different  from  the  opinion 
*>C  the  pastor  and  session  of  Windham  ;  and  his  own  sefl- 
~  pif  they  urged  on  him  the  propriety  of  the  course  recom- 
'  '  by  Mr.  Williams,  had  on  his  purpose  und  course 
luctive  influence. 

i  seen  the  frame  of  his  mind  in  1774,  when  he 

"the  searcher  of  all  hearts  knew  hia  agonies  of 

review,  and  that  no  restoration  to  the  favor 

(old  ever  give  him  ease;"  and  now.  after  fifteen 

i  even  till  the  day  of  his  death,  four  years  after- 

I),  none  of  the  considerations  pressed  upon  him  by  bis 

'  tbe  Kev.  Simon  Williams,  changed  his  mind. 

'  ig  to  the  Presbytery.     In  1790  they  lield  two 
at  Windliam  and  the  other  at  Loudouderry, 
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and  after  due  examinatioTi  in  natural  and  moral  philos- 
ophy, natural  religion  and  the  evidences  of  Divine  revela- 
tion, in  systematic  divinity,  their  personal  experience  and 
their  motives,  they  directed  them  to  deliver  their  popular 
sermons,  all  which  being  satisfactorily  done,  they  licensed 
Mr.  Atkinson  and  Mr,  More  to  preach  tlie  fiospcl.  By 
elders  Moulton  and  Tukeebury  appliavtioti  was  made  that 
Mr.  Jonathan  Brown  (candidate)  preach  in  Amesbury, 
Seabrook,  and  Salisbury  (old  town)  in  rotation.  They 
promise  him  five  dollars  per  Sabbath  and  his  ferryage. 

He  was  so  appointed.  Mr.  More  preached  with  accept- 
ance in  the  town  of  Brunswick,  and  on  June  4th,  1791, 
they  petition  for  his  return  to  them  for  "  further  tryaL" 

Business  meetings  were  held  at  New  Market  and  New- 
bury port  ii>  1791. 

On  February  15th,  1791,  the  Rev.  Wm.  Davidson,  of 
Derry,  died,  after  a  pastorate  of  above  fifty  years,  at  the 
age  of  seventy- seven.  He  was  a  man  of  an  amiable  charT 
acter,  exemplary  in  deportujcnt,  and  a  devoted  pastor. 
As  a  theologian  or  as  a  public  speaker  he  did  not  excel, 
and  his  doctrinal  views  were  not  always  distinctively  Cal- 
vinistic.  He  was  beloved  for  hiBsuaviter  in  modo  more  than 
he  was  relied  upon  for  his  fortiter  in  re.  Thus  the  "  Scotch- 
Irish  "  in  the  ministry  were  called  away,  and  their  mantles 
(so  far  as  they  could  fill  thcin)  were  increasingly  worn  br 
natives  of  New  England,  who  had  not  the  advant-igea  « 
studying  at  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  which  Hr.  i 
Davidson  and  many  of  his  predecessors  and  aaaooiatu 
enjoyed.  | 

We  have  already  seen  the  pungent  letter  of  Presbytery 
written  by  their  clerk  to  the  socieiy  in  Seabrook,  who  liaa, 
through  alleged  povertv, "  silent  Sabbaths  and  a  shut  Wim- 
ple door,"  and  to  all  wno  have  the  diarge  of  souls  as  pas- 
tors, elders,  or  church  courts,  the  result  (under  the  blessing 
of  heaven)  should  prove  admonitory  and  encouraeiD^' 
They  not  only  asked  for  supplies  in  17SK),  but  on  Juiw 
13th,  1792,  the  Presbytery  there  held  their  last  meednp. 
of  which  we  have  minutes  fully  recorded.  There  were 
present  Revs,  Nathaniel  Ewer,  Solomon  Moore,  and  John 
Murray,  with  ruling  elders  Joseph  Young,  Abrnhain 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Pearson,  David  Tukesburv,  John  Moui- 
ton,  and  Thomas  Kennedy ;  and  the  Rev.  Suuon  WilliiuBB 
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(abaent)  was  appointed  to  open  the  next  meeting  ty  a  ser- 
nouon  the  13th  chap,  of  the  Conf.  of  Faith  (on  Saiicti6- 
oiion).  "Voted  by  Presbytery,  that  they  meet  for  the 
fatnre  at  some  central  place,  which  shall  by  them  be  ap- 

Kited.with  the  proviso  that  the  next  meeting  be  at  New 
Ion.  on  Wednesday,  the  4th  day  of  October." 
"Mr.  Moore   was  reappointed  to   Brunswick   for  two 
Bonllis.    A  call  from  Salisbury  for  Mr.  Jonathan  Brown 
■u  nustained  as  regular ;  the  answer  to  the  call  was  post- 

Sned,  and  Mr.  B.  was  ordered  to  preacii  there  for  four 
bbnihs.  Messrs.  David  Adams  and  James  Choate  ap- 
pttred  ss  a  c-ommittoe  from  the  first  church  in  Derry  for 
lipply.  Tlie  clerk  was  ordered  to  give  to  them  a  copy  of 
•  letter  from  Mr.  James  McGregor  to  the  Rev.  John  Murray, 
BUtini;  objections  against  Mr.  Brown's  going  to  Derry  as  a 
preacher." 

"The  Rev.  Mr.  Murray  was  appointed  to  assign  places 
fatiip  candidates  after  they  have  fulfilled  their  appoint- 

"Mr,  Nathan  Broadstreet,  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth,  was 
»ww  examined  for  license.  His  extensive  examination 
■•w  ttlisfactory." 

"Mr.  William  Pidgeon,  a  student  from  Exeter  Academy, 
Mn&g  given  satisfaction, -was  as  a  Bursar  recommended  to 
iMmooth  College." 

"The  proposals  for  a  union  (which  we  shall  subse- 

^gjtoitljr  ('D.  V.)  notice)  between  tlie  Presbyteries  of  New 

«i^nd  oeing  laid  before  the  Presbytery,  voted,  that  they 

"*  received  as  preliminaries  to  a  general  plan,  and  that 

I  ^  Rev.  Messrs,  Nathaniel  Ewer,  Simon  Williams,  and 

I  ■<^  Harray  be  commissioned  by  the  clerk  as  delegates  to 

■ttOHj  a  8ynodical  Convention  at  Dartmouth  College,  on 

■w  23d  of  August  next  (1792),  for  the  purpose  of  uniting 

fttKvpral  Presbyteries  into  one  Synod;  and  this  Presby- 

^ensages  to  ratify  as  their  own  act  whatever  may  be 

■tBt  tuerein  by  their  said  delegates,  or  any  number  of 

Iwa,  who  may  attend  at  that  meeting." 

"A^joarne*!  to  the  meeting-house  at  New  Boston,  there 
bmeet  <m  the  4th  day  of  October  next  (1792),  at  10  a.  m. 
ftnclaik-d  witli  p raver." 

Thus  the  Synod  of  New  England,  formed  at  Seabrook  in 
177^  ijcnoring  the  existence  of  the  Presbytery  at  the  East- 
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ward,  continued  some  seven  years ;  and  the  Presbytery  of 
Salem,  to  which  it  was  reduced,  becoming  extinct  on  the 
lith  of  September,  1791,  at  Gray,  in  Maine,  this  Presby- 
tery survived  it  only  nine  months, 

It  may  be  said,  that  while  its  regular  records  are  not 
found,  it  may  have  prospered  for  years.  This  was  simply 
possible,  not  probable ;  for  one  man  was  "  the  author  and  " 
apparently  the  "finisher  of"  it.  He  who  had  (for  above 
twenty-one  years,  through  evil  report  and  through  good 
report)  been  the  embodiment  of  this  Presbytery,  finished 
his  course  at  Newburyport,  on  March  13Ui,  1793,  aged 
fifty -one. 

His  funeral  sermon  *aB  preached  by  the  Rev.  James 
Miltimore,  parish  pastor  of  Stratham,  N.  H. 

After  his  death  regular  meetings  of  the  Presbytery  were 
held  for  a  few  years,  but  how  long  we  cannot  determine. 

Thus,  on  April  IStb,  1793,  the  three  selectmen  of  the 
town  of  Belfast,  Maine,  gave  power  to  "  Deacon  John  Tufta 
to  procure  for  the  parish  some  person  of  good  moral  char- 
acter to  preach  for  three  months,  for  the  sum  of  £14  or  £15 
in  money." 

If  Mr.  Abraham  Moore  could  not  be  obtained,  he  was 
instructed  to  consult  the  sessions  of  Windham  or  of  Lon-«- 
donderry,  for  "  our  benefit,  in  this  wilderness  country." 
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■Its  tliird  Pregbylery  extended 
bna  N.  E. — PreHbylerj  of  Salem  (Mai^.)  deoired  1q  uniLe  with  it — 
fmainled  by  Eev.  S.  Taggart— Irregular  jel  valid— May  IB,  1783, 
^ Annul  Miil^  the  lape  of  Ixing  Lane  Congn. — "An  he  raw  fit" — 
iMioaof  thi«  man  and  that  Cungn. — Their  applicatinn  to  Preflbvlery 
—B«oei»«!— Their  danger— A.  inslalM  SepL  25,  1783-"A  pet'iiliar 
«"•  of  bnflnew  " — IiiBlallnlionA  aaked — Snpplieii,  etc. — Litchfield — 
VUp^e— A  deep  want  cif  Mlrii^ien  now  feri-What  Andemm  waa 
kiHd— Supplies  anked— The  siatemeul  of  R.  Annan— Synod's  nite 
-•IUt,  J,  Htmslon — OmLon,  iVt  IrialH  and  actlvitv — Tlteircaw  received 
Mtanlian— Whipple— Rev.  H.  Annan  edited  ^olh  JCof— Boston  not 
rMtdiK—A.'»ee.'entri<;ili*H— Recalled  to  Wftllkill— Young  preacheni 
knthviinlcd— A  reoiindli^tiun  dcnircd- Not  efiected— An  overture 
gMtud  Oiippliefl,  ete.,  axked — Chnreh  privilegeH — OflenL-en  in  Cole. 
"m  Dinwtioli* — jiiiirni-vs  performed  to  supply  vacancies— Annan 
MIflawilltng  U>  leave  Boalon — Bedford  asked  him — Worry — ^Locnl 
"■—  avoided  by  reference — Piwitive  ciinvictiunii— A  time  net — A 
nQiidenUal  in lerpanitiun^ Dilapidation  increasing — Elders  said  to 
"*  dflM  pwd,  only  to  «ettle  qiiairelK — Voted  thenuelvea  into  Congr^ 
lMif«i»ll«iii— The  pioun  grieved- Little'd  Trust  now  perverted  by 
^kua — So  redress — Fourteen  families  forced  out— filuited  out  in 
"•an  b»  iniuHtice — PreBbylery  of  Londonderry  from  June  2d,  17B9 
r^Btcoidi — Supplies  asked — Diffieuliies  in  Coleraine  coni>idered — Ijt- 
•WBimnch  wanted — "Orlhodoi,"  its  meaning  in  1787 —The  political 
2*''"^^  V-  H.  tbiuOiu/Hm— Simplv  Presbyterian  church  government 
**^l*d  to  the  ^tate— Brattle  Street  Church-"  Tlie  Iri^h  meeling- 
""■l"  ill  I/mg  Lane— The  slniciute— The  U.  8.  Cona.  adopted  in  it— 
*«  ipproprialenesa— Federal  Street  Chnreh— Patriotic  delight  in  this 
'V*  St  everf  true  citizen  in  Masaachiiselis — A  breach  of  moral  lion- 
*^— The  waning  vestiges  of  thin  polity  in  our  field — Antrim — Mer- 
^nnvorthy — Six  members  of  Peterboro  anent  a  new  version  of  the 
"»l«»— The  A.R,STnod—Siipplie»  wanted — Reason*  for  non-altend- 
••<»  U  Synod—"  The  broken  Stale  "—Presbytery  of  Grafton— At  the 
~a«»wil  the  eipediency  of  a  coalescence  with  Ott.her  1,  1788 — 
"••rtionie — ReiTOTuie  from  Grafton  Presbvtery  acknowledged — Bar- 
y_  imMrpontt'^ — Clinnoi  attend  Synod— Modr,  lo  write  tliiifr— Good 
^tins  (rowing — BiMgnalloQ  of  an  Elder — "Devoutly  to  be  wiahod" 
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— Concnirence  on  the  matter  of  Rev.  Jno.  Murrar  uked — Colby  and 
plan  of  oniun — Supplies  aflked — "  Void  " — A  change  coming  over — 
Toil — LelterH  of  inquiry — Toombs— Oliver — Advice  craved — D.  An- 
nan derails— Atleiidn  Synod — Called  October  19,  1791.  A.  B.  Pr«sb»- 
tery  of  New  England — Clamour — Dog-killers— Praine  silenced  in 
families — Imputation — A  vote  of  thanks  to  tlie  Rev.  Dr.  Hnniiogton 
of  Conn.,  for  liia  defence  of  it — Supplies  aaked-^-Bev.  D.  Annan's 
troubles — Kequeats  a  diaminaion,  granted — A  Synodicnl  Uonventioo 
called — Grafton  Presbytery  absent,  and  no  further  notice  of  them  is 
to  be  taken  by  the  othern — The  A.  E.  and  fragments  of  the  P.  at 
Eantward  evenlnally  "  coalesced" — Grafton  an  Hiiialeiir  Prafbvterr — 
Jona.  Brown  as  collenglie  to  Kwer,  remains  of  lirst  Derry  Aesvi'in,  ask 
adrabaion  to  the  A.  B.  Prenbyteryof  NewEnglami.  and  are  adiuiUwl 
—Oliver  installed  in  Pelhani — Instructions  ashed — Tooiilln  called  to 
Newbury  port — No  attendance  at  Synod  for  tliree  vearn— A  (toiirce  of 
.  and  not  purity  now  in  the  A.  R.  I'reiihrteni-,  henco  ft 
-The  terms  of  union- Four  parallel  K  R-'s  in  Iowa, 
from  Chevenne  one  track — Similar  here  at  the  close  of  tliis  qnatterof 
B.  canary  (in  XT93)  with  Prenhylerianism  in  New  England — Now  on* 
Presbytery — Introduction— Growth  while  the  early  Ml nisten' survived 
— Yet  they  were  not  all  faithful — John  Morrison  a  discrace  and 
David  Annan  nothing  belter — Dejiofled— Notices  of  him— The  Kbie 
and  family  worship  preflerved  religion  (under  God)  in  Peterhoro  fe 
CO  yor" — A  dark  periud^ — A  noble  teatimony — Periods  of  exiaUtw* 
of  Presbyteries— A  working  Presbytery. 

We  have  seen  that  about  a,  d.  1760,  those  Presbyterian* 
in  New  York  City  who  endeavored  to  receive,  observe,  kee^ 
pure  and  entire  the  worahip  "  of  God  in  psahnody,"  wer© 
sneered  at  as  "incurably  dissatisfied,"  and  that  the  Rers. 
Alex.  Gellatly  and  John  Mason  miniBtered  to  theni.    This 
diaaatis faction  was  from  the  city  carried  to  the  towns  fa 
northeastern  New  York  by  emigrants  from  Scotland  and 
Ireland.     One  of  the  oldest  of  the  pioneer  churches  in 
that  region  is  that  of  Argyle,  Washington  co. 

In  17134,  George  TIL  granted  to  Archibald  Cam|:A)eU. 
Duncan  Reid,  Neil  Shaw,  Alex.  McXaoghton,  find  Kaii 
Gilleflpie  about  47,000  acres,  for  about  140  Presbytenan 
emigrants,  who  came  soon  afterwards  from  Scotland. 
500  acres  were  reserved  for  the  gospel  and  for  schook 
The  town  was  organized  and  named  about  1771. 

In  1764  the  Rev.  Thomas  Clarke,  M.  D.,  came  from 
Ballibay,  Ireland.  Part  of  his  colonj^  of  300  people  went 
to  Iwong  Cane,  in  South  Carolina,  while  he,  with  the  r«l, 
in  1767^  settled  in  Salem,  N,  Y.  He  had  the  hoonr  d 
first  raising  the  standard  of  Presbyterianism  in  that  teffoa. 
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nonp  bein^  further  north  at  that  time.    He  left  Salem 
•Hnut  1783,  and  went  to  Long  Cane,  where  he  died. 

Tlio  town  of  Salem  bordering  on  the  State  of  Vermont, 
communication,  such  as  was  attainable  then,  was  in  due 
tiiDe  opened  up,  We  have  also  to  reraember,  that  "  pre- 
TWQg  lo  ttie  American  Revolution,  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try known  as  '  Vermont,'  was  called  '  the  New  Hampshire 
Gnnta,'  and  was  claimed  by  both  New  Hampshire  and 
Sew  York.  The  General  Aseembly  of  Xew  York  divided 
h  into  four  counties,  two  on  the  west  and  two  on  the  east 
deof  the  Green  mountains." 

A»  population  pushed  westward  through  and  from  New 

£aiiipdiire,  up  the  Connecticut  river  into  these  "  Grants," 

X'ttibvterians  were  sandwiched  in  among  other  sects,  and 

Veterboro  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  State  was,  as 

"iriv  as  1749,  settled  by  emigrants  from  Londonderry. 

nev  built  a  house  of  worship  in  1752,  and  their  town 

■I  incorporated  in  1760.     After  making  varied  efforts, 

id  obtaining  some  temporary  supply  of  preaching,  on 

SUreh  18th,  1766,  "Article  4th  in  the  town  warrant  made 

Svmon  for  public  action  in  regard  to  the  settlement  of 
in  Morrison,"    As  the  first  settled  minister  of  the  town 
wwu  ordained  there  on  November  26th,  1766. 

Bib  wretcliod  career  we  have  already  noticed ;  and  he 
Jwettcceeded  by  the  Rev.  David  Annan,  who  was  ordained 
f  the  Associate  Presbytery  of  New  York  "at  Wullkill, 
•  Y.,  in  October,  1778,  with  Teterboro  for  his  destina- 

Thia  congregation,  on  October  Ist,  1778,  asked  and  ob- 
incd  a  diemiBsion  from  the  Synod  of  New  England,  and 
»  anitiD;;  with  the  Associate  Presbytery  of  New  York, 
y  were  brought  into  ecclesiastical  intercourse  with  those 
•jood  "  the  Ureen  moimtains,"  who  had  the  "  incurable 
inatu&ction."  Aft«r  the  death  of  the  Uev,  David  Mc- 
■•■gar  (on  May  30th,  1777),  his  congregation,  being  as  yet 
ioouably  diseatisficd  "  with  liymnologv,  found  it  diBi- 
^Ittoabtain  a  pa.stor.  As  the  colony,  wnich  some  fifteen 
before  removed  to  Truro,  Nova  Scotia,  had  procured 
••*  from  Gn?at  Itritain  ;  to  thtm  they  made  application, 
it  hopes  Uiul  they  could  inform  them  how  to  proceed  with 
From  that  quurter  they  obtained  no  relief.  After 
ig  a  vocaucyl'or  bIx  years,  they  mode  ao  uoAoi- 
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moUB  choice  of  Mr.  William  Morrison,  a  licentiate  of  the 
Associate  Presbytery  of  New  York,  and  placed  themselves 
under  its  care. 

The  Associate  Reformed  Synod  was  formed  on  October 
1st,  1782,  at  Philadelphia,  and  consisted  of  three  Presby- 
teries, the  third  one  extending  into  New  England.  With 
it  the  Presbytery  of  Salem,  Mass.,  were  desirous  to  unite. 
They  wrote  to  Dr.  Clarke  at  Salem,  N.  Y,,  the  answer  to 
which  application  expressed  a  desire  of  said  union  and  a 
promise  to  submit  the  proposiil  to  his  Presbytery. 

While  negotiations  were  in  progress,  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Taggart,  as  noticed,  informed  the  others  by  a  letter,  that 
he  had  made  overtures  to  the  Associate  Reformed  Presby- 
tery "for  a  junction  with  them,  as  far  as  may  be  without 
a  lismission  from  this  body,"  and  this  was  deemed  to  be 
"irregular  and  unpresbyterial,"  as  hopes  of  a  union  were 
now  entertained. 

He  was  allowed  to  depart  in  peace  and  in  good  stand- 
ing, yet  the  Salem  Presbytery  did  not  dismiss  him  till 
June  2d,  1786.  Hence,  at  Londonderry  the  Presbytery, 
composed  of  Rev.  David  Annan  and  the  Rev.  Samuel  Tag- 
gart, ministers,  with  Elders  George  Duncan,  of  London- 
derry ;  David  Harours,  of  Coleraine,  and  Robert  Morrison, 
of  Peterboro,  ordained  and  installed  the  Rev.  Williao^ 
Morrison,  on  February  12tb,  1783.  A  jtro  re  nnta  meeting- 
was  held  in  the  same  place,  on  May  19th,  1783,  in  which, 
with  the  others,  the  Rev.  Robert  Annan  was  associated. 
By  the  court  "  Mr.  Morrison's  ordination,  though  deemed 
to  he  irregular,  was  approved  as  valid  and  constitutJonaL" 

"  Mr.  Robert  Aiman  then  laid  the  situation  of  tlie  con- 
gregation in  Boston  before  the  Presbytery,  as  being  desti- 
tute of  the  powers  of  government."  He  "was  appointed 
to  moderate  in  an  election  of  elders  in  that  congregation, 
and  to  admit  them  as  he  saw  fit,"  and  it  was  voted  to  de- 
lay his  installation  till  after  the  next  meeting.  This  man 
and  that  congregation  now  require  our  attention. 

He  was  born  at  Cupar  of  Fife,  in  Scotland,  in  1742,  and 
came  to  America  in  17151.  At  the  comnienceiitent  of  tti* 
Revolutionary  war  lie  was  settled  at  or  near  Little  BritaiOi 
now  Walden,  on  the  Wallkill,  N.  Y.  When  Boston  wu 
besieged  and  reduced  nearly  to  starvation  by  tlie  Brilub, 
it  was  proposed  in  bis  congregation  to  send  U)  Uiem  nlid^ 
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A  meeting  was  culled  and  held  in  his  church.  A  lawyer 
wdeavored  by  his  eloquence  k)  sliew  to  tlje  people  their 
lUnjer  and  prosj)ectivc  ruin,  it' tlicy  siinukl  thus  a^grBvate 
tte  aispleiisuro  of  England.  The  ''  Scnteli  "  of  the  Scotch- 
■nu  hcgnn  to  boil.  He  Epoiled  the  oration  and  drove  the 
(Otor  into  insignificance.  Listening  to  the  jjlauaibilities 
Btleml  for  a  short  time,  he  sprang  to  his  feet,  crying, 
"lootj  man,  we  have  had  enough  of  that,"  and,  naming  a 
I  pTDDiiDent  man  present,  he  exclaimed,  "All  of  you  who  are 
Hilling  to  send  aid  to  our  brethren  in  Boston  follow  Mr. 

out  to  the  green,  and  all  who  are  against  doing  so  will 

feniain  in  the  house  and  hear  the  squire."     The  house  wiis 

innuediately  emptied,  and  the  speaker  was  left  alone  in 

lil glory.     Aid  was  sent,  and  the  name  of  Robert  Annan 

Mcame  known  iu  Boston.     When  visiting  his  brotlier  in 

,   Aterboro,  and  extending  his  journey  to  Boston,  he  was  by 

.    the  pnblic,  and  especially  by  the  Presbyterians,  cordially 

J  JSceiTed-    As  the  congregation  in  Long  Lane,  after  nine- 

L  *en  months  of  earnest  labor  for  the  services  of  the  Rev. 

I  John  Murray,  had,  in  1776,  entered  their  declinature,  and 

t  yet  smitten  with  the  "incurable  dissatigfaction,"  go 

n  as  they  liad  opportunity  of  hearing  the  Rev.  Robert 

I,  they  made  application  for  his  services  aa  followB : 


CWo/  thf  Letter  dated  September  Uth,  1782,  addressed  by 
Willinm  Meyeill,  Andrew  Black,  Robert  Weir,  Hector  Me- 
JiriU,  mid  Simon  Elliot,  a  Committee  of  the  Congregation  in 
iony  Lane,  to  the  Aumciate  Presbytery  of  New  Yori. 

T«  the  Associate  Presbytery  of  New  York,  to  meet  at 
Peterborough,  the  3d  Wednesday  in  September,  1782: 

**  Bbtebeko  Gentlemen, 

"Convinced  of  the  necessity  of  a  Religious  Life,  and 
^•ellinif  in  a  I^and  where  tlie  means  of  grace  are  plcnti- 
•Uily  enjoyed  by  others,  we  ardently  wisli  to  see  ourselvea 
^pW  k  footing  with  our  fellow-Christians,  in  observing  the 
IWtUtinns  of  the  Gospel. 
"And  whereas  the  preaching  of  the  word  hath  been  mada 
I  (lhnBf;h  the  divine  bles!>ing)  the  means  of  convincing  and 
atiitft  sinners,  and  building  them  up  in  the  ways  of 
I,  ao<d  UoUneas,  it  is  our  earnest  dt^ire  to  provid«^ 
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onrHelvea  with  these  meane,  which  God  has  always  teen 

pleased  to  continue  and  bless,  for  the  spiritual  good  and 
edification  of  his  church,  firmly  persuaded  Unit  our  wait- 
ing upon  him  in  the  way  of  hiB  owd  iippointinent  is  not 
only  our  duty,  but  the  sursst  way  to  obtain  his  blessing 
here,  and  of  being  prepared  for  a  Blessed  Eternity  with 
hinaself  in  Glory. 

"  For  this  salutary  purpose  we  have  f  we  trust  in  God), 
by  the  special  guidance  of  diviue  providence,  fixed  our 
choice  upon  the  Rev.  Mr.  Robert  Annan,  to  Administer 
the  word  and  ordinances  of  the  Gospel  amongst  us ;  Humbly 
hoping  that  tlie  Lord  will  favor  tliia  our  choice,  with  his  di- 
vine presence  and  Blessing,  and  make  him  the  happy  instru- 
ment of  collecting  our  dispersed  people  (who  have  been  long 
wandering  like  sheep  without  a  Hhepherd)  and  reviving 
once  more  the  principles  of  piety  and  religion  amongst  us. 

"  From  tlie  good  character  we  had  of  this  Rev.  Gentle- 
man before  he  came  to  us,  from  the  knowledge  we  have 
had  of  liimself  since  our  acquaintance  with  him,  and  from 
every  idea  we  have  been  able  to  form  of  a  Gospel  Minister, 
we  plainly  see  the  suitableness  there  is  between  his  abilities 
and  our  necessities. 

"  Wherefore,  having  stood  single  and  unconnected  with 
any  of  the  Presbyteries  in  this  Country  for  several  years 

East,  and  finding  that  Mr.  Annan  still  inclines  to  continue 
is  connection  with  your  reverend  body,  we  find  ourselves 
impelled  by  every  rational  motive  to  make  our  applicatiou 
to  you  at  this  time,  earnestly  Beseeching  you  to  take  the 
case  of  our  society  into  your  serious  consideration,  That  our 
dissolution  aa  a  Worshipping  Assembly  may  be  prevented, 
which  otherwise  must  surely  happen,  unless  the  Lord  be 
pleased  to  bless  us  very  soon  with  a  faithful  minister. 

"  We  are  persuaded,  That  our  necessities  will  plead  for  usl 
aa  well  as  our  danger  of  falling  into  nothing  as  a  society,  if 
our  present  request  he  not  attended  to,  and  we  hope  theas 
considerations  will  induce  you  to  use  your  interest  and  in- 
fluence with  the  Rev'd  Mr.  Annan,  and  all  concerned,  to 
brinjt  about  his  settlement  with  us  at  Boston. 

"  Upon  this  express  design,  we  have  sent  our  trusty 
friends  Uector  McNiell,  Simon  Elliot  and  Francis  Wrtgfa^ 
or  any  two  of  them,  as  our  commissioners  to  confer  WM 
you,  and  conclude  on  such  measures  as  may  be  tbou^ 
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most  likely  to  effect  this  purpose  in  the  best  and  epeedlest 
manner  poseible. 
"  We  are.  Gentlemen,  with  sincerity  and  Brotherlj-  I^ove, 
for  onreelvea,  and  on  behalf  of  the  Presbyterian  Con- 
gregation in  Long  Lane,  in  the  town  of  Boston, 
"  Your  Friends  and  Humble  Servants, 
"William  McNiell,     Andrew  Bla(;k,    Simon  Elliot, 
"RoBEBT  Weir,  Hector  McNiell,     Comvnttee. 

"Boston,  Sct(.  lllA,  1782. 
*To  the  Rev'd  Associate  Presbytery  of  New  York,  to  sit 
It  Peterburougli  3d  Wednesday  this  instant  Sept'r." 

This  Presbytery  on  that  day  received  them,  and  they 
*««  "Associate  "  Presbyterians  for  a  few  weeks,  and  then 
liuB  oonjrregataon  formed  one  of  those  who,  on  October 
■Slst,  1782,  entered  into  ttie  union  with  the  Refonued  Pres- 
'l]fterians,  in  harmony  with  the  terms  of  union  agreed  to 
'•tPequa,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  13th  day  of  the  previous 
'June. 

.  Thus,  the  I-ong  Ijane  real  estate,  the  gift  of  John  Little 
;4il735,  became  legitimately  the  property  of  the  new  de- 

Dominfition,  as  the  congregation  became  a  part  of  the  As- 

■oeiate  Refonnod  church. 
When  the  Synod  whs,  on  November  lat,  1782,  arranged 

Into  Presbvtcries,  the  third  embraced  Rev.  Messrs.  Thomas 
'CUrke,  John  Mason,  Robert  Annan,  David  Annan,  minis- 
•^Bwitii  their  ruling  elders.  It  wiia  constituted  first  in 
ij^iiadelphia  on  November  )st.  This  Presbytery  met  at 
**ndonderry  on  February  12th,  and  ordained  Mr.  William 
«loniaon;  and  at  the  same  place,  on  May  19th,  1783,  "Mr. 
"iKoWt  Annan  was  appointed  to  moderate  in  an  election 
ofeldera." 

In  supplying  the  pulpit  during  summer,  he  made  the 
"oiifiovery  that  they  wore  in  some  "  danger  of  falling  into 
''•clhing  as  a  society."    The  thirty  who  would  not  join  in 

«»  declinature  were  probably  scattered  ;  they  had  been 
■*illMmt  a  pastor  for  ten  yours,  inchidiiig  a  seven  years' 

^,  which  brought  in  a  flood  of  immorality,  and  were 
dtttttut*^'  of  the  powers  of  government,"  having  no  ruling 

tUtn,  wliile   the  office  and    pot!ition   of  the   Precentor 

(fceiDg,  in  his  desk,  tlie  congregation )  bad  been  exchanged 

kjr  (he  MwimilatioQ  of  the  juvenile  mind  to  their  coufre- 
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gational  surroandings,  and,  as  he  stated  it,  "  a.  band  of 
conciliators"  placed  themselves  at  the  opposite  end  of  the 
building,  behind  the  audience,  and  when  he,  in  Divine 
worship,  would  announeo  a  psalm,  they  would  sing  ac- 
cording to  their  own  "  tastes,"  a  portion  of  the  13!)  imita- 
tions of  Dr.  Watts'.  Beside  this,  a  few  of  the  families  had 
become  comparatively  wealthy,  and  the  parents  did  not 
discourage  their  youth  from  promiscuous  dancing,  all 
which  were  a  grief  to  the  pious  part  of  the  church.  Nor 
was  this  all.  Not  a  few  cases  of  anti-nuptial  offence  pol- 
luted the  eliurch,  and  when,  for  the  honor  of  Christ,  he 
and  the  pious  part  of  the  congregation  thought  that  lliey 
who  had  thus  "  sinned  "  should  be  "  rebuked  before  all, 
that  others  also  may  fear  "  (1  Tim.  v.  20) ;  such  persons, 
who  had  "dishonored  their  own  bodies  between  them- 
selves" (Rom.  i.  24),  bename  "hardened  through  the  d^ 
ceitfulneBS  of  sin,"  and  were  unwilling,  not  only  to  submit 
publicly  to  the  authority  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  but  even  to  be 
rebuked  before  the  session  in  private,  In  short,  to  ac- 
knowledge that  they  had  sinned  at  all. 

Finding,  that  in  such  cases  "  the  word  of  tiie  Lord  had 
not  free  course,"  and  that  the  "  Holy  One  "  was  not  "  glori- 
fied," in  a  year  or  two  his  pastorate  became  less  pleasant 
and  change  increasingly  desirable. 

On  revisiting  Wallkill,  and  saying  to  one  of  his  former 
elders  (a  Mr.  McClure), "'  I  wish  you  would  come  with  me 
and  serve  as  an  elder  in  Boston,"  he  was  answered  thus : 
"  because  you  have  made  a  fool  of  yourself,  that  is  no  rea- 
Bon  why  I  should  make  one  of  myself,"  "  The  course  of 
this  world,  the  deceitfulness  of  riches  and  the  lust  of  otb^ 
things  had  entered  in  and  choked  the  word  until  it  had 
become  (extensively)  unfruitful."  While  hia  eccentricities 
were  not  a  few,  he  was  "a  master  in  Israel"  in  the  pulpit, 
declared  to  be,  during  his  stay,  the  ablest,  or,  at  least,  one 
of  the  ablest  divines  in  Boston.  He  was  "held  highly  id 
love  for  his  work's  sake." 

When  the  Presbytery  met,  according  to  appointment  at 
Peterboro,  on  September  2d,  1783,  "A "letter  from  Boslai, 
empowering  the  Rev.  David  Annan  to  act  as  a  commis- 
sioner for  and  in  behalf  of  the  church,  as  also  an  earnest 
request  of  the  society  for  the  speedy  settlement  of  Bev. 
Bobert  Annan,"  were  read. 
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In  answer  it  was  "  voted,"  that  his  instalment  be  on  the 
ffith  inst. ;  that  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  be  dis- 

Sed  on  the  next  fiahhath,  and  that  the  Rev.  David 
in  preach  the  inetiillnient  eermon  and  perform  the 
other  official  duties,  whib  Mr.  Morrison  was  to  preach  in 
titi  aibmoon.  This  waa  performed  at  date;  and  he  pro- 
owdcd  Ui  discharge  eonsdentioub^ly  his  oiiicial  dntiea. 

Al  tliia  stated  meeting  (September  2d)  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Clsrlte.  David  Annan  and  William  Morrison  were  present 
^wilh  tiieir  elders,  and  a  peculiar  item  of  bueiness  was  to 
*'itiiile  the  Rev.  Samuel  fa^art"  iwlio  liad  assistsd 'the 
^iey.  David  Annan  on  February  12th  to  ordain  Mr.  Wil- 
liim  Morrison)  "  and  his  elder,  Daniel  Donaldson,  to  sit 
u  correapon  d  e  n  t£. " 

A  ]>etition  from  New  Perth  (Sidem,  N.  Y.)  requeatiuj; 
Uie  inelaUatlon  of  the  Rev.  James  I'l-oudtit,  was  read ;  and 
•*»  request  from  Albany,  from  persons  who  were  not  of  the 
-^WOciaUi  Reformed  persuasion,  asking  the  constituting 
^Bov,  Thomas  Clarke,  M.  D.,  as  their  pastor;  and  one 
*Din  Fleming's  Creek,  requesting  supply  by  Dr.  Clarke. 
^'HtKAced,  To  supply  Ryegate  ana  Harnet,  if  iwssible." 

1^1'  installation  of  the  Rev.  Juiiieii  Proudfit  was.  ap- 
Tj*M«)  to  take  place  at  New  Forth,  N.  Y.,  on  October  22d, 
•"♦43,  and  "  Dr.  Clarke  to  supply  in  Albany  as  far  as  it  is 
■mristeiit  with  hie  duty  to  this  body," 

Alth«  annual  meeting  ut "'  Londonderry,  September  2d, 
W8I,  Mr.  Morrison  proposed  to  go  a  long  journey,  and  re- 
1  some  supply  lor  his  pulpit."    On  behalf  of  the 
e  of  the  t«wn  of  Litchfiuld,  N.  H.,  Mr.  McQuistuu 
d  preitchint;.    A  vote  of  tlie  town  of  Bedford  was  read, 
Mnng   ministerial    lalwr,  and    a  Mr.   Wliipple   (whose 
■■UD*  does  not  previously  appear)  "  was  appointed  to  sup- 
Hy  ttie  first  two  places  alternately  for  six  Sabbaths." 

AW  ordered,  that  ">Ir.  Morrison,  when  at  the  Soulh- 
JNid,  endeavor  to  obtJiin  supply  for  Bedford."  "Presby- 
^y  earnestly  recommended  Mesisrs.  R.  Annan.  Taggart, 
'Prondfit  »nd  Clarke  to  attend  the  next  meeting  and  press 
Pjrnod  U>  write  in  a  synodicid  capacity  to  any  sound  judi- 
OBire  in  i^tland  or  in  Ireland,  for  a  supply  of  ministers, 
tt/ooDf  prfjirhers,  us  in  this  part  of  the  world  '  the  har^ 
IMii  plenteous,  and  the  laborers  are  few.'" 
On  hit  own  application,  Mr.  James  Anderson,  previ- 
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oufily  in  connection  with  another  Presbytery,  was  received 
as  a  student  of  divinity  find  "  recommended  to  read  Owen, 
BoatoD,  Hervey  and  the  ICrskine's  writings,  to  study  with 
Mr.  Morrison  and  prepare  prescribed  'trials.'" 

At  a  meeting  in  PeturboTO,  March  2d,  1785,  petitions  for 
supply  were  received  from  Henniker  and  Antrim. 

Ilis  health  failing  him,  the  Rev.  R.  Annan  stated  tliat 
he  purposed  to  go  south  for  the  improvement  of  it,  and  to 
attend  the  next  meeting  of  Synod. 

On  his  request,  during  Ins  absence,  Mr.  Whipple  was 
appointed  to  supply  in  Boston.  Proposed  to  ask  Synod 
to  set  aside  its  rule,  "  That  members  be  received  trom  any 
Presbytery  of  any  other  Synod  than  the  Associate  Re- 
formed Synod,  simply  by  Presbyteries,  without  synodieal 
action,  as  such  rule  does  not  appear  to  be  for  general  edifi- 
cation," The  Rev.  John  Houston  was  admitted  ae  a  cor- 
respondent. 

June  12th,  1785,  pro  re  Tiata,  at  Londonderry,     Present 

Annans,  Morrison  and  Houston, 

Mr.  Anderson  delivered  parts  of  his  "  trials."    The  Rev 

R.  Annan  was  appointed  to  write  to  the  Rev.  Mr, oC" 

Londonderry,  Ireland,  for  his  removal  to  Ryegate  and 
Barnet.    On  February  26Hi,  1786,  the  aggrieved  UrotOBk 
people,  whosj  case  in  connection  with  another  Presbytery, 
we  nave  seen,  were  represented  by  four  commissioners  %o 
defend  said  society  against  any  accusations  which  might 
be  brought  i^;ainsi  it,  for  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ch^ 
lin  and  the  Con gregationalist  church  there,  was  just  rea& 
Said  Commissioners  also  requested  a  recommendation  tbit 
the  Presbyterians  might  be  set  off  as  a  Poll  parish  in  On- 
ton.     International  law  being  considered  as  of  a  vajr 
high  character,  so  their  interdenominational  case  received 
full  attention,  and  they  then  "  voted.  That  the  letter  from  j 
the  Congregational  minist:er  and  church  in  Grolon  c 
tained  nothing  of  any  force  or  validity  ngnlnst  the  Presbr- 1 
terian  society  of  said  town,  and  as  to  the  lettt^r  from  UlM 
Dana,   it  contained   a  favorable  reprcsentittion   of  i  ' 
Bociet^  to  the  Presbytery." 

"Said  committee  of  Groton  being  neither  confronted  h 
accusers  nor  witnesses  against  them,  voted,  tliat  sai<l  » 
ety  be  continued  under  our  care  and  insjtecUon  accordd 
to  a  former  vot« ;  that  they  tell  (heir  numbers  and  be  f 
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I  onmendcd  to  the  civil  authoritieB  to  be  set  off  as  a  poll 
H  (arish ;  timt  tbe  Rev.  R.  Annan  preach  to  them  from  tinve 
H   lo  time,  and  that  our  papers  and  luinutes  aneiit  their 

■  auttere  be  sent  to  Synod  Ibr  advice,"    To  them  Mr.  Houa- 

■  tea  was  also  to  jireach.  With  the  unknown,  Presbytery 
m  dnH  summarily  thus :  "  Dissolved  connection  with  Mr. 
W  Whipple."  •'  Mr.  Morrison  to  supply  Bedford  as  much  as 
f  ptwiW." 

I        While  the  Rev.  R.  Annan  was  busy  in  Massachusetts 

I  in  hie  own  Presbytery  nnd  anion^r  his  own  people,  he  also 

I  Jbnod   time  Uy  prouf-reiid  and  issue  Bath  Kol  for  "tbe 

I  S"riebylery  at  the  Eastward,"  to  attend  otlier  church  courts 

■ud  conventions,  yet  he  did  not  find  it  in  his  cose  to  he  as 

3-tvas  said  a  century  before,  "Boston  is  the  paradise  of 

■■misterB,"     His   people  continueil   to  he   divided — the 

.    richer  part  caring  letis  about  sound  doctrine  and  pure  wor- 

l  ship,  which  the  poorer  jjortion  of  tbe  people  prayed  for 

■ud  craved.     Yet  he  said  both  parties   used   bim  well. 

Iii<  eccentricities   were  such  that  of  him   it  was  said: 

*'Wbea  he  was  in  the  pulpit,  it  was  a  pity  he  should  ever 

craiH  out;  and  when  out,  it  was  almost  a  pity  he  should 

""If  go  in."     He  did  not,  it  seems,  understand  human  na- 

10  well.     During  his  pastorate,  Captain  Alexander  Wil- 

I  M  died  abroad,  and  the  owners  of  his  ship,  on  hearing  it, 

1  tboQgbt  it  beat  to  have  her  pastor  bear  the  solemn  tidings 

I  hVIiB.  Wilson,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  John  Moore- 

I  «ld.    This  he  agreed  to  do.    As  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Cofl- 

i  (in  1849),  told  me:  "He  came  when  we  were  at 

,    One  of  us  girls"  (three  sisters)  "saw  him  through 

_  t,  and  said, '  There's  Mr.  Annan.'    Another  said, 

jht  have  manners  enough  not  to  come  at  dinner- 

t  mother  said, '  There's  news.'    Tbe  mother  and 

■  left  the  table  and  met  him  in  the  halL    Mother, 

t  something  was  wrong,  inquired  at  once, '  Is 

ew6  iirom  the  ship,  Mr.  Annan  ? '  and  received 

lelming  response^'  Yes,  you're  a  widow  ! '    No 

l^wise,  soothing,  sympathiKing  introduction,  but  the 

toriog  the  pallor  tt^cther,  and  there  giving  ex- 

JlftD  their  sorrow,  the  dinner  was  not  thought  of  for 

When  tliey  returned  tliey  found  that  the 

I  up  and  taken  tlieir  lamb  below  tbe  table. 
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and  of  it  had  made  hie  roeal — which  incident  had  rivete^r 
it  in  the  memory  of  the  narrator  for  Boine  sixty-four  =■ 
years." 

He  assuredly  possessed  but  a  little  of  that  sympatb\  -. 
which  is  akin  to  common  sense,  for  in  this  case  he  act^tf 
■with  the  best  intentions. 

The  shrewd  observers  in  hia  former  charge,  with  whom 
he  kept  a  friendly  correspondence,  saw  that,  while  he  west 
from  them  partly  in  order  to  obtain  an  education  for  Jifj 
family,  who,  he  claimed,  had  a. right  to  higher  instruc. 
tion  tiian  they  could  enjoy  on  the  Wallkill,  eiitertttin«i 
hopes  that  if  he  were  not  successful  atnidst  tlie  rejinenjofits 
of  Boston,  they  could  again  have  him  as  their  poster. 
Accordingly,  on  February  26th,  1786,  "  a  call  to  the  Eov, 
R.  Annan  trom  Wullkill  and  Little  Britain  was  laid  be^ 
Presbytery."    The  consideration  of  it  was  "deferred  till 
next  meeting,  and  the  congregation  of  Boston  were  notified 
to  show  reasons,  if  any  3iey  have,  why  such  call  should 
not  be  sustained." 

"Voted,  that  the  Rev.  R.  Annan,  in  ease  of  a  voyage  to 
Scotland,  be  im powered  to  apply  to  any  sound  ecclesiasticat 
judicature  in  that  land  for  tlie  purpose  of  obtaining  A 
number  of  young  preaclierB,  such  as  shall  appear  to  be 
well  qualified  to  promote  pure  and  vital  religion  and  evan- 
gelical doctrine  in  America,  and  that  Le  use  his  best  en- 
deavors for  that  purpose;  and  also,  that  he  be  further  im- 
powered  to  <^ive  a  fair  representation  of  our  churches  in 
America,  and  use  his  best  efforts  to  accomplish  a  lecoo- 
ciliation  between  our  Synod  and  that  of  our  brethren  in 
Edinburgh." 

These  matters,  of  deep  interest  to  the  denomination, 
were  not  effected,  as  the  journey  was  not  performed. 

At  Goleraine,  on  May  10th,  178G,  the  Presbytery  WM 
constituted  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Taggart.  Present,  R.  Annan, 
Jas.  Proudfit,  S.  Taggart,  D.  Annan,  Wm.  Morrison  (wid 
the  Rev.  John  Houston  as  A  correspondent),  with  theK 
elders.  x 

Salem,  N.  Y.,  requested  the  installation  there  of  the  Be'' 
Jas.  Proudfit,  and  further  asked  for  "  an  overture  ftctD 
Presbytery  to  the  next  Synod  upon  church  communiooi 

"Mrs.  C.  died  in  Mddea.  Moeb.,  in  1S50,  eeL  6: 
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ttti,  KB  if  this  were  not  enough,  "  they  desired  Prepbytery 
b  [wtition  Synod  to  set  aside  their  present  conetitu- 
lion." 

A  iKtition  was  presented  from  Black  Creelc  (now  Hebron, 
)■'.  I.)  lo  be  a  distinct  congregation. 

Lieut.   Jas.    DicksoQ    appeared    from    Middlcfield   and 
Cheater,  Mass.,  asking  supply,  and    that   said   places   be 
Wen  Under  the  care  of  Preahytery. 
Saictn,  it  was  ordered,  must  "pay  up  Mr.  Proudfit's 
Tears  before  ho  he  installed  there. 

The  question,  '■  What  is  necessary  to  entitle  a  person  to 
inith  pJ^^■ilt■ges  ?  "  they  answered,  "  Not  merely  a  credible 
^ipeoronce  of  a  man's  being  exercised  unto  godliness  in 
I«elf,  but  also  soundncBS  in  the  faith,  a  competency  of 
inowiedge,  a  willingness  to  submit  to  the  discipline  of 
Christ  in  his  cliureh,  with  a  regularity  of  life  and  convcr- 
Wion." 

"Voted,  Not  to  petition  Synod  to  set  aside  their  present 
Ooslitution." 
"  It  mUBt  needs  be  that  offences  come,"  and  difficulties 
d  arisen  in  Coleraine  congregation  on  account  tiiat'their 
metiog-house  waa  not  built  in  the  most  central  place.  In 
^msf  it  would  appear  that  the  pastor  had  beconie  involved, 
t  lie  "assigned  reaaonB  foradisi^olution  of  the  connection 
lOi  his  congregation." 
Tbnee  disflatisfied  were  advised  to  return,  and  Blr.  Tag- 
rtwaa  dirtwted  to  preach  to  them  as  equally  as  prac- 
iHe.  The  people  were  alao  to  be  notified  "and  ex- 
Bted  to  do  their  duty  "  to  him. 
Whiletravelling  was  still  difficult  (as,  eleven  years  before, 
I  tAok  Bcven  days  to  carry  the  news  of  the  battle  of 
BDk«r  Hill  to  New  York),  ministers  and  elders  on  church 
a  were  then  usually  in  earnest,  and  journeys  which 
il  at  times  appear  insuperable  to  their  feeV)le  succeseora 
i  b«  performed  with  nromptitude.  Thus,  the  Rev. 
r.  Korrison  waa  appointed  to  travel  from  Londonderry, 
I.ILor  nt  least  from  Coleraine,  Mass.,  lo  supplv  WaU- 
"IN.  y„  on  the  third  Sabbath  of  that  inontli  (May),  a 
B  of  nearly  two  hundred  miles,  over  niountainBi 
I  Bwnmiis,  and  in  paths  througb  the  wildeniesa; 
ille"^on  May  Uth,  1786,  Captain  James  Wilkin,  elder, 
'as  commissioner  from  Wallkill  and  Little  Bh- 
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tain  to  prosecute  their  recall  for  Mr.  Annsii.  That  hi 
could  be  induced  to  leave  Boston  was  extensively  under 
stood,  for  at  this  meeting  the  congregation  of  Bedford 
made  petition  to  have  him  on  trial  aa  a  candidate  for  lb( 
modest  period  of  only  "  eight  weeks," 

He  does  not  express  determination,  in  view  of  the  action 
or  inaction  of  his  pastoral  charge,  to  remain ;  and  remem- 
bering it  may  be  not  a  little  worry  in  tlie  diechai^e  of 
duty  among  his  former  flock,  he  feels  no  eager  desire  to 
return,  especially  aa  it  would  deprive  his  family  of  theii 
educational  opportunities. 

The  advantage  of  a  Superior  Court  is  now  realized. 
These  perplexing  local  issues  are  now  avoided,  and  atlei 
"  the  call  was  considered,  voted,  that  the  consideration  of 
his  removal  lirom  Boston  to  Wallkill  and  Little  Britain  U 
referred  to  the  ensuing  meeting  of  the  Synod," 

He  had  found,  with  every  other  minister  of  his  pereua 
sion  possessed  of  positive  convictions,  who  has  tried  th< 
experiment  in  Boston,  that  the  Presbyterian  polity  is  (ani 
ia  alone)  warranted  by  the  Bible ;  that  it  is  not  simply  th 
best  expedient;  and  that  he  must  "speak  (to  the  people 
the  gospel  of  God  with  much  contention  "  (1  Tbess.  iL  2; 
When  the  matter  came  before  Synod,  tliey  limited  to  hiu 
a  time,  at  which  period,  if  he  did  not  accept  the  call  froiq 
his  former  charge,  he  should  be  considered  still  to  coi^ 
tinue  to  be  the  pastor  of  Long  Lane  congr^ation. 

In  the  meantime,  he  was  providentially  relieved  of  tb» 
difficulty  by  receiving  a  call  from  a  congregation  in  Phila- 
delphia. With  the  varied  inducements  for  a  remonl 
which  we  have  noticed,  he  had  had  but  little  encourage- 
ment in  his  labors,  but  few  additions  to  his  churoh-nlL 
He  had  baptized  but  two  or  three  children  and  solemniied. 
but  two  marriages  in  three  years.  Of  "consolation  ia 
Christ,  comfort  of  love,  fellowship  of  the  spirit,  bowels  and. 
mercies,"  among  them,  there  wits  not  enough  to  "  fulfil  hi* 
joy,  that  they  be  like  raiiidcd_,  having  the  same  love,  being 
of  one  accord,  of  one  mind;  in  lowliness  of  mind  esteem- 
ing each  other  better  than  themselves."  Too  much  that 
was  done  by  them  and  among  them  was  onlv  "through 
strife  or  vainglory."  He  was  doubtless  glad  to  bo  removed 
from  them  in  an  orderly  manner  and  by  a  providffl'"* 
way.  They  could  no  longer,  with  their  pareubs  and  g 
parents,  sing: 
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"  BeKoM  how  good  n  Ihing  it  ia, 
And  how  becomint;  well, 
Together  such  as  brethren  are 
In  unity  to  dwell."^PB.  cxizili. 

^or,  SB  he  expressed  it,  "  They  sang  and  they  sang,  till 
they  sung  all  their  piety  away,  and  he  had  to  come  ftway 
8n<J  leave  them! "  He  was  by  no  means  the  only  Presby- 
terian minister  who  has  reaUzed  the  same  bitter  experience 
vn.  New  England.  Where  the  divine  hedges  of  government 
ftnd  discipline  are  not  kept  "entire,"  other  "fruits"  than 
those  "of  righteousness,  wnich  are  by  Jesus  Christ,  to  the 
glory  of  God,"  speedily  grow.  So  it  was  in  Long  Lane  ia 
1786. 

Durir^  the  past  thirteen  years,  since  the  death  of  their 
first  pastor,  esijecially  during  the  seven  years'  war,  dilapi- 
dation increased  with  time.  Their  former  elders,  who 
^exe  men  of  understanding,  had  fallen  asleep,  or  had  left 
'^e  town,  and  the  office  among  them  had  not  been  well 
filled.     So  long  had  "the  faces  of  the  elders"  not  been 

honored,"  that  the  ofRce  became  despised,  and  the  saying 
**««ame  law,  that  "  the  elders  were  ordy  good  to  settle 

aUarrels,  and  that  the  minister  and  the  old  men  could  do 
tat." 
Conaequently  (as  Mr.  Annan  left  for  Philadelphia),  those 
"lio  had  imbibed  Congregational  ideas  passed  into  the 
^^eendant,  and  about  August  4, 1786,  "  at  a  meeting  of  the 
^Pfoprietors  and  others  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  Long 
iJ-Ane,  Robert  Wier,  Moderator — ^ Voted  unanimously,  that 
i*lii8  church  and  congregation  do  embrace  the  Congrega- 
"tional  mode  of  government,  and  that  all  difficulties  m  the 
church  hereafter  be  settled  by  the  ministers  or  male  mem- 
bers of  the  church." 

The  gay  and  thoughtless  were  now  triumphant,  while 
the  pious  were  grieved,  to  see  only  the  "  rubbish  and  the 
ttones  "  of  a  church  which  at  one  time  had  been  watched 
WBT  by  a  session  of  twelve  elders.  The  trust  established 
by  John  Little  was  now  perverted  by  schism,  and  the 
Iresbytery  had  not  in  it  vitality  (for  it  soon  had  trouble 
.with  David  Annan  and  others)  to  deal  with  the  case,  while 
!ifor  them,  in  the  civil  courts,  there  was,  as  Presbyteriana, 
Sto  redress ;  they  were  from  their  first  appearance  deemed 
to  be  intruders,  and,  as  in  the  case  of  Newbutyport,  the 
law-makers  did  not  smile  upon  them. 


4 


264  HISTORY  OF    PHESBYTERIASISM 

The  majority  having  become,  by  their  own  vote,  Con- 
gregationaliata,  as  they  did  not,  hke  Peterboro,  ask  the 
Presbytery  to  dismiss  them,  with  them  vox  popull  became 
vo£  Dei,  and  they  went  on  swimmingly.  "  The  Irish  meet- 
ing-houae,"  built  in  1743-44,  was  now  "swept  and  gar- 
nished," in  view  of  their  succeas,  in  order  to  make  tho 
tilaoe  more  attractive  for  a  new  minister.  Wheh  a  tax  was 
aid  upon  the  pews,  to  pay  for  the  painting,  Mrs.  Captain 
Alexander  Wilson  (widow),  who  owned  a  pew  in  her  own 
right,  rather  than  see  such  a  perversion  of  the  sacred  trust, 
and  a  teacher  of  "  divers,"  if  not "  strange,  doctrines,"  stand 
in  the  pulpit,  in  which  for  twenty-nine  years  she  had  seen 
her  i'atner  stand  as  "  the  messenger  of  God  "  and  as  her 
osvii  Presbyterian  pastor,  she  resolved  (as  did  thirteen 
oilier  heads  of  families  with  her)  to  forsake  the  place,  and 
to  cljunge,  if  she  could  not  forget,  her  Sabbath  siirround- 
in|^.  As  the  occupants  knew  there  was  force  in  the  trust 
deed,  his  "  pew  antl  seat ''  was  still  kept  free  for  the  heira 
of  John  Little.  Presbyterianisra  had  to  beg  twelve  years 
before  it  was  allowed  to  build  its  first  church  in  School 
street,  on  its  own  land,  and  now,  after  an  existence  of  above 
seventy  years,  it  is  blotted  out  in  Boston. 

On  April  4,  1787,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Jeremy  Belknnpp  WM 
settled  as  their  minister.  On  June  2,  1786,  by  the  Associ- 
ate Reformed  Synod,  the  third  Presliytery  was  called  the 
Presbytery  of  liondonderry. 

We  now  return  to  the  records : 

At  Peterboro,  September  27,  1786,  the  members  werw 
D.  Annan,  Jno.  Houston,  S.  Taggart  and  Wni.  Morrison, 
miniaters,  with  their  elders.  From  them  Ryegaie  and 
Eamet  (Vt.)  request  supplies.  To  these  places" "  the  Ret. 
Jni>.  Houston  was  appointed,  and  instructed  to  ordain 
eUli^rs  for  them."  "  Eider  Thos.  McGee,  of  Coleraine,  pre- 
senteil  a  legal  vote  of  the  town  requesting  Mr.  Taggart  to 
continue  among  them,"  On  May  30,  1787,  at  London- 
derry, but  little  business  was  done,  and  the  Rev.  James 
Proudfit  was  to  "  be  earnestly  requested  to  attend  their 
next  meeting,"  which  was  held  at  Coleraine  on  October  I, 
1787,  and  which  (with  Mr.  Robert  McMurray,  his  elder) 
he  did. 

The  Rev,  Mr.  Hubbard,  on  request,  sat  with  them  as  a 
correspondent     Pelham  requested  some  assistaocs  utd 


IN    NEW   ESGLASD.  265 

^roty.  Order  was  taken  for  the  ordination  of  elders  at 
MiddlefieM  and  Chester;  "they  are  to  find  a  sound 
preacher,  if  they  can,  and  when  obtained,  they  and  he  are 
to  be  admitted  under  the  care  t>f  Preshj-tery."  DifBcnlties 
had  arisen  in  Coleraine,  which  were  now  considered — and 
*^Be9olved,  That,  unless  they  have  union  and  harmony,  and 
pay  up  their  arrears  to  Mr,  Taggart,  his  connection  with 
them  IS  to  be  dissolved  by  next  meeting."  The  then  state 
of  their  case,  a  member  of  the  session  and  one  from  the 
congregation  are  to  report  at  next  nieeting.  Although  it 
is  said  that  "  necessity  is  the  mother  of  invention,"  theo- 
Jogical  seminaries  had  not  yet  been  opened  in  America. 
Their  fields  for  harvest  were  dow  more  numerous  tli^n 
their  laborers.  Their  intercourse  with  Ireland  was  dimin- 
ished, and  to  supply  their  vacancies  their  native  preachera 
were  not  sufficient.  "  Bedford  is  granted  some  supply — and 
Mr.  Proudfit  is  to  apply  earnestly  to  Mr.  Young,  now  'at 
-Cambridge,  N.  Y.,  to  come  nnd  supply  Pelham  some  Sab- 
baths, or,  upon  failure  with  him,  to  apply  to  any  other 
orthodox  clergyman,  whtrever  Providence  may  open  a 
door."  Be  it  remembered,  the  term  orthodox,  in  1787,  did 
not  by  any  means  convey  the  idea  in  New  England  of  a 
single  remove  from  TJnitarianiam,  as  it  does  now,  but  one 
■who  believed  in  the  existence  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  a 
Calvinist,  a  Presbyterian,  or  one  willing  to  come  to  Pres- 
byterianism  and  do  work  according  to  the  Westminster 
standards. 

We  now  for  a  season  turn  from  the  ecclesiastical  to  the 
political  field.  From  year  to  year,  after  the  conclusion  of 
peace,  did  the  representatives  of  the  colonies  labor  to  de- 
t'lil  constitutional  principles,  such  as  would  mutually 
interest  and  combine  all  in  one  harmonious  union. 

The  matter  was  both  important  and  difficult;  but  at 
last  the  Con.stitution  of  tlie  United  PtJites  was  drawn,  and, 
when  completed,  not  only  wa;^  it  modelled  almost  entirely 
after  the  form  of  Presbyterian  church  government,  but  a 
vital  principle  of  this  order  of  ecclesiastical  polity  was  fol- 
lowed, viz.,  that,  before  the  constitution  is  finally  adopted 
and  becomes  binding,  it  must  tie  overtured.  Having  Dor- 
Towed  the  model,  the  best  ever  drawn  in  Christendom,  it 
was  both  natural  and  necessary  to  overture  the  constitu- 
tion; in  doing  wliicli  it  was  agreed,  that  if  nine  out  of  the 
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thirteen  colonies  would  ratify  it^  it  should  be  declsred  ia 
be  fully  adopted  and  to  be  binding  on  them  all.  Mind  ia 
Massachusetts,  cast  in  their  Congregational  mould  of  iso- 
lated groups,  or  of  "  an  Atlieniiin  democracy,"  is  not  purtial 
to  Federal  representation,  and  when  this  became  neces- 
sary, the  great  number  of  355  delegates  were  chosen  to 
form  the  convention,  which  was  called  to  ratify  or  reject 
the  prepared  constitution.  These  assembled  iu  Boston, 
where  the  famous  old  church  of  Dr.  Colmaii,  on  Brattle 
street,  had  been  marked  by  a  cannon  bail,  and  after  seven- 
teen days  of  earnest  and  even  stormy  debate,  it  was  found 
that  the  echo  was  so  troublesome  that  some  place  of  more 
correct  acoustics  must  be  obtained,  and  obtained  it  was  in 
"Johnny  Moorebead's  meeting-house  "  in  Long  lane. 

Tliis  structure  was  of  wood,  in  form  lilte  not  a  few  of 
such  edifices  at  the  time,  such  as  the  old  South,  with  tiia 
pulpit  high  upon  the  back  wall,  which  stood  on  the  lane. 
The  principal  door  was  through  the  base  of  the  steeple  and 
belfry  at  the  corner  of  the  lane  imd  Bury  street.  To  this 
structure  the  convention  adjourned,  and  after  debating  the 
matter  there  for  eeven  days,  on  February  6th,  17S8,  the 
Federal  Constitution  was  adopted  by  the  small  majority 
of  nineteen  votes.  Ten  wrong  votes  more  would  have  loft 
the  colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  notwithstanding  all  the 
patriotism  of  her  Adamsc^s  and  her  Hancock,  "  out  in  the 
cold."  There  was  providentially  an  appropriateness  in 
the  place,  the  only  spot  in  the  colony  devoted  bv  a  deed 
declaring  a  use  and  enjoyment  of  it  by  Presbyterinna  fiw 
over,  "  to  and  for  the  only  proper  use,  "benefit  and  behoof 
of  the  said  congregation  (according  to  the  tenures  anil 
after  the  same  manner  as  the  Church  of  Scotland  hold  and 
enjoy  the  lands  whereon  the  meeting-houaes  arc  erected) 
forever,  and  for  no  other  use,  intent  or  jjurpose  whatso- 
ever, with  warranty." 

Althoug;h  perverted  by  schism,  it  was  still  tie  jure  uodar 
the  Associate  Reformed  Presbvtory  and  Synod  of  Sew" 
York.  Suuli  was  the  spot  on  wKich  Masssichusetts  paa«L 
from  the  leading  strings  of  colonial  rule  to  the  womanhooiL 
of  "  the  old  Bay  State." 

When  the  fact  was  announced  by  Sheriff  Henderson  aft 
the  State  House,  amidst  triumph  and  joy.  Long  LanOl 
soil  and  "  the  Irish  meeting-house  "  were  not  Uien,  i 
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now,  forgotten — they  were  called  Federal  street  and 
["e^Seral  Street  Church. 

Aa  the  building  in  which  and  the  soil  on  which,  in 
Ph-ikdelphia,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  w;is 
adopted,  are  mattei"s  of  patriotic  delight,  bordering  on 
Teneration  to  every  true  American,  and  are  preserved  in- 
violate from  century  to  century;  so,  in  like  manner  tho 
intense  vitality  of  nHtiimal  life  is  shewn  by  the  citizens  of 
each  State,  to  the  buildings  and  places  of  concourse  where 
the  inspiration  of  State  existence,  aa  a  part  of  prospec- 
tively the  greatest  nation  on  the  earth,  was  begun.  After 
Paneuil  Hall,  which  was  also  a  Presbyterian  foundation, 
the  next  place  to  it  in  importance,  poiiticaliy  and  ciinlty, 
in  Boston,  was  the  "Ola  South  Church,'  where  "the 
town's  people  "  were  by  patriots  aroused  to  the  demands 
^f  duty.  To  preserve  its  identity  a  century  afterwards, 
'>«8ide  ten  thousand  dollars  granted  by  the  Legislature, 
J*.>^tory  has  been  spretid  out  in  lectures,  dances  on  "the 
^ght  fantastic  too,"  and   exhibitions   of  colonial  relics, 

t^Hough  to  decorate  a  pilgrimage  to  an  holy  ground,  all 
**«'ying,  give,  give  money  (and  thousands  are  yet  wanting}, 
J  to  save  the  Old  South  ConRregational  meeting-house,"  or 
't  will  be  desecrated  by  traffic. 

On  this  national  feeling,  honorable  to  every  true  citizen, 
Federal  Street  Church  "  must  be  perpetually  pointed  out 
^--.ith  pride  by  fathers  to  their  children  from  generation  to 
feeneration,  and  the  care  taken  to  preserve  it  tlistinctly  ia 
fixation,  and  so  far  as  practicable,  intact  in  structure  and 
\iee  will  shew  the  vitality  and  force  of  national  patriotism 
ttnd  zeal  in  the  breasts  of  the  sons  and  daughters  of  the 
■Old  Bay  State,  and  especially  of  tha^e  resident  in  "  the 
town  of  Boston."  "  There  is  Concord,  there  stands  Bunker 
ilill"  {Webster),  and  there  is,  stands,  or  there  was,  or 
there  stood  Federal  Street  Church!  That  this  national 
name  should  continue  for  all  time,  would  be  a  matter  of 
simple  honesty,  as  it  was  an  honor  to  tbe  Commonwealth, 
but  then  it  was  horn  out  of  wedlock,  both  church  and 
State  denied  to  it  parentage,  and  it  contained  "  a  pew  and 
seat"  for  the  heirs  of  John  Little,  a  Presbyterian,  forever, 
which  then  and  now  represented  in  part  the  ceUuis  que 
of  the  whole  estate.  It  could  not  ne  voted  out  of  tlie 
position  in  which  he  had  placed  it,  so  long  as  equity  shoulti 
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remain  a  virtue.  It  Ib  also  possible  that  the  seat  of  Mre^ 
WiJaon  had  not  yet  lieen  "sold  to  pay  for  the  painting  of 
the  church,"  as  the  criminal  induptiori  of  Dr.  Belknap  na<3 
taken  place  less  than  a  year  before. 

We  leave  these  pews  and  seats  in  this  national  house  t,< 
trace  other  waning  vestiges  of  this  polity  in  our  field. 

In  the  minutes  at  Peterboro,  April  30th,  1788,  it  is  r^ 
corded  that  "  the  Associate  Reformed  Presbytery  of  Ne~^ 
England  met"  "Sederunt,  Annan,  Houston,  T^gart  air^ 
Morrison,  ministers,  with  their  elders." 

An  agent  from  the  town  of  Antrim,  N,  H.,  asked  Prest*^ 
tery  for  the  organization  of  a  church.    This,  by  appoi»r3i 
ment,  the  Rev.  William  Morrison  effected  on  August  ^ic 
It  consisted  of  seventy-two  members  under  three  rula^xj 
elders,  but  did  not  obtain  a  pastor  for  twelve  years. 
'      "Philip  Riley  began  this  settlement  in  1744.      Tlk^n 
was  no  religious  meeting,  probably  not  even  a  prayer 
meeting  in  the  town  for  thirty  years.    The  first  serrKnon 
was  preached  to  them  in  September,  1775,  by  the  Etev. 
William  Davidson,  of  Derry,  and  after  that  they  '■were 
not  negligent  in  religious  things,'    They  taught  their  cbil- 
dren  at  home.    The  Bible  and  the  catechism  were    (/jo 
chief  literature  in  every  house.     They  kept  the  SablistA 
with  great  reverence.    Having  no  trash  to  read  or  for  fbdr 
children  to  read,  they  studied  over  and  over  the  Holy    , 
Book,  and  came  to  hold  its  doctrines  rigidly  and  intefli- 
;ently."    {His.  Ser.,  p.  19.)    From  their  organization  they 
pastor  until  the  Rev.  Walter  Little  was  settled  OTer 
ttiem,  on  September  3d,  1800,  and  he  resigned  September 
4th,  1804. 

A  Mr.  Merrill,  previously  noticed,  had  appeared  in  Rye- 
gate  and  Barnet,  and  they  ask  Presbytery,  whether  they 
can  safely  employ  him  or  not?  They  were  answered! 
that  "  this  Presbytery  are  totally  opposed  to  him  as  being, 
in  their  opinion,  unworthy  of  the  ministerial  character  and 
oSiee,  and  that  this  Presbytery  cannot  but  totally  diBSp- 
prove  of  said  people  continuing  to  employ  him  to  prea«i 
among  them." 

"A  petition  from  six  members  of  the  church  in  Pete^ 
boro,  respecting  the  propriety  of  introducing  a  new  ver- 
sion of  the  Psalms,  was  presented,  and  as  the  minister  and 
had  already  written  to  the  Synod  on  the  affiur,  aiH 
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preeeedings  of  Presbytery  Tipon  it  were  waived  for  the 
(fwenl."  They  were  advised  to  "wiiit  the  decision  of 
*niod,  and  admonished  not  to  break  the  peace  of  the 
Morch,  and  if  thej'  can  no  other  way  answer  .1  good  con* 
(oeDce  they  do  it  under  covert  of  a  protest  to  be  recorded 
•»  the  eessioo  book." 

The  "incurable  dissatisfaction"  was  thus  buried  "de- 

*iitly  and  in  order."    On  their  request,  a  limited  supply 

'preaching  was  given  to  the  town  of  Hancock.    "Mr. 

ligart  was  Htill  to  labor  in  Coleraine,  and  the  jjeople  are 

neuimineuded  to  do  their  duty  towards  him." 

The  '■  Rev.  John  Houston  was  appointed  to  supply 
Midillefield  and  Chester,  and  to  certify  to  them  when  there, 
iffhBJudgeprojwr,  that  lliey  are  an  organized  Presbyterian 
Kliunih."    Bedford  to  be  supplied  one  Sabbath. 

PeWtrboro,  May  1st,  1788.  "Voted,  that  Mr.  Morrison 
rrik  tu  the  Synod  and  give  reasons  why  tlie  attendance 
sf  IbU  I*n3ebytery  has  been  so  much  omitted,  and  also  re- 
tlie   appointment   of  some  candidates  to  New 


-wdoodcrrv.  October  1st,  1788.  The  Rev.  Aaron 
Eucbinson  eat  as  a  correspondent.  "  Rev.  D.  Annan  waa 
i4(ointe<l  to  preach  in  Chester,  Mass.,  to  make  farther  in- 
IM  into  tlieir  circumstances,  to  see  if  the  certificate, 
h  Utey  ask  to  the  civil  autiiorities,  signifying  that  thev 
»i  properly  organized  congregation,  can  be  granted.^' 
iiiide  minor  items,  they  record,  "  This  Presbytery  taking 
w  serious  consideration  the  broken  state  of  the  Prceby- 
Wn  interest  in  New  England,  and  the  importance  of| 
•wng  something  to  unite  the  various  bodies  of  Presbyte- 
Bim  Voted,  That  letters  be  written — one  to  the  Presby- 
••ly  of  Grafton  and  another  to  tiie  Presbytery  at  the  East- 
*Ud,  relating  to  the  expediency  of  some  proposals  of  a 
4ilnc«nce  of  the  Bevcral  Presbyteries." 
^t  have  necn  a  similar  feeling  expressed  by  the  Salem 
nd^rtory  and  the  one  at  the  Eastward — "Union  is 
;4tn0ji,"  and  they  now  mutually  felt  the  need  of  it,  an 
ttty  were  gradually  l>eing  overborne  by  the  seuiscriptural 
1M^  of  the  .State  religion  on  its  native  soil. 

M  CaUrainc.  May  0,  17S9,  in  answer  to  the  one  sent,  on 
fte  ftbuvv  rcwirdcd  vote,  "  a  letter  was  read  from  the  clerk 
rfGnfton  Presbytery,"  responding  in  words.  An  acknowL- 
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■edgment  and  reply  was  now  ordered  to  be  written  by  Ml 
Taggart.  Petitiona  were  received  from  Barnet  and  Grotoi 
the  last  accompanied  with  a  certificate  of  their  incorporf 
tion,  Bigned  by  the  town  clerk.  For  each  place  soiitc  sin 
]tly  by  settled  paBtora  wa^  granted. 

"This  Presbytery  finding  it  impossible  for  any  of  the 
members  to  attend  the  next  meeting  of  Synod,  and  at  t) 
same  time  conscious  of  the  importance  of  considerir 
with  attention  the  overture  lately  published  for  illust*- 
tion  of  the  doctrine  contained  in  the  Westminster  ContV 
Bion  of  Faith,  do  think  it  their  duty  to  intimate  the 
judicial  approbation  of  the  same,  so  far  as  it  is  confined  t 
and  takes  up  and  executes  the  illustration  of  the  doctrine 
of  the  said  Confession,  and  do  appoint  the  moderator  0/ 
this  Presbytery  to  write  to  the  Synod  on  the  subject," 

"  Peterboro,  October  7,  1789— tlie  Associate  R«fomied 
Presbytery  of  New  England  met.  The  Rev.  Aaron  HutcJ)- 
inson,  a  member  of  Grafton  Presbytery,  being  present,  was 
inviteid  to  sit  with  Presbytery.  Mr.  Annan  read  a  copy  of 
the  letter  which  he  was  appointed  to  write  to  Gnuton 
Presbytery,  and  also  their  answer."  Mutual  good  feeiing 
npjiears  to  have  been  growing  between  them.  The  resw- 
nation  of  his  office,  by  Elder  Samuel  Moore,  was  ncceplea, 
showing  that  this  was  not  done  merely  to  and  by  hie  ees- 
aion,  but  to  and  by  the  superior  court,  in  which,  when  ap- 
pointed, he  occupied  an  equal  seat  with  the  others.  If  this 
were  required  univeraallv,  it  would  constrain  those  wlio 
are  worthy  to  "  magnify  their  office."  "  'Tis  a  consiiniBl*" 
tion  devoutly  to  be  wished." 

"  Londonderry,  May  26, 1790.  The  Associate  Reforarti 
Presbytery  of  New  England  met,  sederunt,  Messrs.  AnoftH 
Morrison  and  Houston,  ministers,  with  elders  Davidson 
and  GriSin.  The  Rev.  Messrs.  Hutchinson  and  Wiliiatn! 
sit  as  correspondents. 

"A  memorial  addressed  to  the  Presbytery  of  Philadelpbia 
by  the  Presbytery  at  the  Eastward,  respecting  Mr.  John 
Murray,  was  laid  before  the  Presbytery  by  the  Rev.  Simffli 
Williams,  of  Windham,  entreating  the  concurrence  of  tbii 
body  with  the  purport  of  the  same  in  an  address  to  the 
Philadelphia  Presbytery,"  "  Voted,  That  Messrs.  Annao 
and  Morrison  draw  up  a  representation  concurring  wilh 
the  memorial,  and  that  they  report  the  same." 
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The  Preshyterian  Society  of  Pembroke,  N.  H.,  petitioned 
fcf  lulmisiiion,  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Colby,  their  pastor,  and 
I  plan  of  union  between  the  Cungregationa  1  and  Preaby- 
maa  Bocielies  of  said  town  was  read.  Mr.  Colby  was 
tdinittcd  and  the  congregation  were  received.  Mr.  Hutcli- 
imn  appears  to  have  now  left  tlie  Grafton  Presbytery,  as 
hi  was  appointed  with  Mr.  Morrison  to  Groton  for  one 
fitUnah  each. 

Coleraine,  September  30, 1790.  The  Associate  Eeformed 
ft«ebytery  met.  "  Read  a  copy  of  the  representation  made 
to  the  Presbytery  of  Philadelphia,  and  also  the  minutes  of 
*~it  meeting." 

"Peterboro,  September  27,  1791,  the  Associate  Reformed 
Presbytery  of  New  England  met.  Sedrrvnt,  Annnn,  Mor- 
tison  and  Taggurt,  with  John  Houston,  correspondent,  and 
(luce  elders.  The  Rev.  Messrs.  Trisk  and  Ainsworth  sit  as 
eHn)^>oiident8."  A  petition  from  Nottingham  Went  lor 
Mpply  WBS  granted,  wliile  a  request  of  like  nature  ivaa  not, 
fa  they  say,  "  It  was  uncertain  in  what  State  or  townsliip 
CiL  Roirers  resided — therefore  the  answer  to  his  peiition 
lilToid."  As  Vermont  was  this  year  admitted  into  the 
taion,  that  territorv  was  no  longer  known  as  "  tlie  New 


lire  Grants,"  and  this  increase  of  States  might  have 
I  the  colonel's  difficulty,  until  he  had  foi^utt«n  to 
4Ue  whurc  the  preaching  was  reijuested. 
■  By  presenting  items  from  their  recorded  minutes  fre- 
ftun,  the  reader  can  draw  his  own  deductions;  and 
nntooee  presented  it  will  be  readily  seen  thiii,  lo  some 
Mcnt,  "a  change  was  coming  over  the  spirit  of  their" 
HialuiiPnt  to  Presbyterianism.  From  1774  the  matter 
>f  misv  among  (at  least)  one  of  the  other  Prcsbvteries 
■10  become  increasingly  assimilated  to  that  used  Ijy  the 
WtchDrches,  since  the  Bay  State  version  was  abandoned, 
•(  the  leaven  of  change  was  working  steadily.  Again, 
H^  Were  90  remote  from  those  more  centra)  points,  where 
'Mrabjrtfrs  from  the  Carolinas  and  from  beyond  the 
4lN|#»efite9  could  most  conveniently  meet,  thai  this,  when 
Mnt  into  account  with  the  toil  of  "travelling  and  the  un- 
IHndablo  expense,  constrained  them  to  ne^jlect  almoBt 
iJbUy  Uiu  meetings  of  Synod. 
"A»  iron  aharpcjiclh  iron,  so  doth  a  man  his  friend  by 
oounsi-l,"  and  to  suy  uotlung  of  bearing  annually  a 
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ehare  of  the  burdens  laid  on  church  courts  in  "  taking  can 
of  the  house  of  God,"  the  want  of  the  "  provocation  to  love 
and  to  good  works  "  usually  enjoyed,  oeside  the  nt^lect 
of  the  "  fwiat  of  reason  and  the  flow  of  eoul,"  all  such  omiff- 
Eions  tended  to  a  rotation,  iaolating  and  contracting  toUie 
overseers  of  God's  heritage.  Hence,  by  non-attendaace 
they  were  dificouraping  others  and  not  benefiting  tbem- 
Belves.  Consequently,  thwy  were  plied  with  lettem  of  in- 
quiry fgr  their  reaaons  of  absence.  On  September  28, 
1791,  Mr.  Samuel  Toombs,  from  New  York  Presbytery,  was. 
on  his  own  request,  taken  under  care,  Mr,  Oliver  delivered 
parts  of  his  "trials,"  A  verbal  request  for  supf>lyfrom 
lierry  was  presented,  and  a  similar  one  from  Antnm,  Mr. 
Toombs  was  appointed  tn  supply  in  the  f^st  Partab  finir 
Sabbaths,  in  Cnester  one,  and  in  Antrim  four. 

'  from  Bedford  craved  advice  in  their 


critical  situation,  and  also  supply.  Mr.  Oliver  was  Uc«Daed. 
which  woB,  on  October  24th,  duly  announced  to  Synod. 
Mr.  D.  Annan  presented  the  demission  of  his  charge— nsiJ 
and  laid  on  the  table.  Tliis  was  transmitted  to  the  Syaad 
for  counsel,  and  the  congregation  of  Peterboro  notified  U> 
adduce  their  reasons,  at  next  meeting,  why  it  should  not 
be  sustained.  \'oted — that  Mr.  Annan  represent  this  Prffl- 
bytery  in  Synod  iit  their  next  meeting,  which  he  did  at 
Philadelphia  on  October  19th.  He  was  also  charged  "lo 
make  inquiry  res)K<3ting  the  affairs  of  the  Rev.  John  Mu^ 
ray  at  the  Presbytery  of  Philadelphia."  At  his  requeet, 
the  Presbytery  ot  Londonilerry  was,  on  said  day  (Octobei 
19, 1791),  by  Synod,  called  the  Associate  Keformcd  Pwe- 
hytery  of  Jfew  England. 

While  the  Presbytery  were  yielding  not  only  to  the 
clamor  of  the  yuuug  and  unthinking  in  relation  to  liyiuQ- 
ology,  but  also  to  town  meetings,  which  voted  out  the  God- 
given  paalms  and  voted  in  the  "imitations,"  or  other 
human  productions,  as  the  matter  of  divine  praise  in  the 
parish  for  the  ensuing  year,  as  they  voted  in  tlie  pouod- 
keepers,  dog-killers  and  the  constables ;  they  found  also 
that  just  as  the  appointed  "  pure  offering  "  of  pruiDe  wu 
supplanted  in  the  churches  and  silenced  in  the  families, 
that  "  divers  and  strange  doctrines  "  were  propagated. 

As  the  doctrine  of  imputation  alone  can  display  the  i 
ful  ruin  of  a  race  and  the  satisfaction  of  divine  ju8tf  ~" 
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3  of  that  "  multitude  which  no  man  can  number," 
I  it  lies  at  the  foundation  of  "  redemption  through  the 
iood  of  Christ ; "  and  as  for  nearl)^  a  generation  human 
Ktrybad  been  increasingly  sung  in  uie  State  churches, 
I  in  proportion  "  the  trutii  tm  it  is  in  Jesua  "  had  becoma 
■*  Itas  importance;  coneequently,  those  whose  " hearts 
imbled  for  the  ark  of  God  "  at  times  "  lifted  up  their 
iBJeej  Uke  a  trumpet."  Hence,  "  Voted — that  the  thanks 
tl  this  Presbj-tery  be  presented  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hunting- 
TKi,  of  Connecticut,  for  his  late  able  and  judicious  defenca 
If  Ihe  all-important  doctrine  of  imputation." 
il  Peterboro,  May  30th,  1792,  sederunt.  Rev.  Messrs. 
'iin,  Taggart,  and  Morrison,  with  Rev.  John  Houston, 
tspondent,  and  four  elders,  Mr.  Toombs,  clerk. 
Requests  for  supplies,  beside  from  other  places,  wera 
»de  by  Mr.  Parks  from  Groton,  Mr.  John  Duncan  from 
ttritn,  Captain  Thompson  from  Pelham,  and  Mr.  Mor- 
•on  from  New  Rowley. 

8n.  Messrs.  Miles  and  Page  sat  as  correspondenta. 
A  petition  from  the  A.  R.  Presbytery  of  New  York  was 
i,  uking  the  labors  of  Mr.  Oliver  for  some  time  among 
.  li  TitcancieB. 

"Ut.  Annan's  troubles  were  now  considered,  and  conrniis- 
8  from  the  town  of  Peterboro  were  heard.  He  asked 
t^dimUawn,  which  was  granted,  and  the  pastoral  rela- 
n  WM  dissolved.  His  further  history  hereafter. 
W«  hiiTe  already  seen  the  Presbytery  at  the  Eastward, 
Jane  18tb,  1792,  at  Seabrook,  appointing  as  delegates  to 
Ijrsodical  convention,  to  be  held  at  Dartmouth  CoUeg^ 
lAngiurt  23d,  1792,  for  the  purpose  of  uniting  the  several 
■b^terics  into  a  Hynod,  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Moore,  Wil- 
Mfcand  Murray,  and  it  was,  on  May  31st,  1792,  "voted, 
H  Ui«  Kev.  Messrs.  Annan  and  Morrison  attend  the  next 
Mbg  of  the  delegates  from  the  respective  Presbyteries 
Mrtanoath  College,"  It  is  probable  that  the  Presoytery 
i»  made  similar  appointments,  and  we  have  (m  tha 
., -Titing  of  Mr,  Annan)  "  preliminary  articles  of  union, 
Niabmittcd  to  the  consideration  of  tlie  respective  Pres- 
tdm,  Knetw.'trd.  A.  R.  of  N.  E.,  and  Grafton,  when  they 
iDnwMttiU  Dartmouth  College,  on  the  day  after  commenci^ 
IL  and  ondeavor  to  settle  the  whole  plan  of  ooaleeeence. 
Hull  appoint  time  and  place  for  next  meeting."    la 
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the  absence  of  the  minutes  of  the  doings  of  the  Biud  con- — . 
vention,  we  know  the  fact  that  the  Presbytery  of  Graftoir— ] 
did  not  unite,  thiit  they  did  not  iittend  the  adjourned  mwtt—  . 
ing  of  said  convention  at  Pembroke,  N,  H,,  and  that  aft^-. 
the  death  of  the  Rev.  John  Murray  (on  March  13th,  1793  "^^ 
the  fragments  of  the  Presbytery  at  the  Eastward  and  the  .^^ 
R.  Presoytery  of  New  England  eventually  "  coalesced."  t^  ;g 
the  meantime,  "the  first  Presbytery  of  the  Eastward"  nv^^ 
at  Derry,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  October,  1753,  aad  -fc^ 
them  the  following  letter  was  addreaeed: 

"  Windham,  SqHemhir  4IA,  1793. 

"  Thia  session  having  received  a  letter  from  tlie  Presby- 
tery of  Londonderryj  of  date  of  May  29th,  1793,  requesting 
them  to  take  into  aenoua  consideration  the  i^Mitp  andpno- 
priety  of  uniting  in  judicial  capacity  with  their  Presbyfeiy , 
taking  no  further  notice  of  the  Grafton  Presbytery,  as  tbey 
have  voluntarily  declined  connection  with  us  by  not  atteodio^ 
the  convention  at  Pembroke: 

"  This  session  do  cordially  concur  with  the  proposal, 
and  solemnly  recommend  it  to  you  (as  a  Presbytery)  to  il" 
the  same.  AVe  pray  that  this  union  may  come  to  a  hnppy 
issue,  that  harmony  may  be  promoted,  that  the  unity  of 
the  Spirit  may  be  preserved  in  the  bond  of  peace. 

"SiMOS  WiLUAMs,  Mod'r." 

In  the  absence  of  its  minutes,  this  Presbytery  of  Graf- 
ton appears  to  have  been  a  kind  of  amateur  one,  probably 
galvanized  into  existence  by  the  Wheelocks  and  their  in- 
fluence, OB  a  good  or,  perhaps,  a  little  better  expedient 
than  the  "loose,  disjointed  way"  of  Congregationalism. 
It,  like  the  seed  sown  on  the  rock,  endured  for  a  time,  bul 
was  afterwards  offended  when  called  on  to  sustain  Prwby* 
terianism  as  the  Scriptural -ism  in  government.  Ite  co* 
grqtations  returned  to  bask  under  the  fostering  cure  of  tin 
State,  each  one  to  act  its  own  part  without  PreabytcriJ 

Snrity  or  Synndical  unity.  Tina  was  well,  for  the  exp©- 
lent  of  a  merely  nominal  Presbyterian  ism  yields  no 
advantage  in  doctnne,  worship,  or  discipline  over  a  thoc- 
Dughly  associated  Congregationalism;  it  is  sim^ily  caJlim 
Jesus  "Master  and  Lord,"  without  doing  the  things  wliicS 


IS    SEW    ENGLAND.  275 

"Rie  momentum  given  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Aturray  to  hia 
Pwabytery  at  Eastward  did  not  wholly  ceaee  at  his  death, 
wd  we  find  the  town  of  New  Market,  in  July,  1793,  taking 
UwaBtial. steps  prescribed  by  civil  law  and  then  by  tiiat 
■Pwriiytery  for  the  setUement  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Brown  aa 
B^lfl4:ue  with  the  Rev.  Nathaniel  Ewer,     Also : 

"  Londonderry,  .Srpfemier  2d,  1793. 

"We,  the  feeble  remains  of  the  late  Rev.  AVm,  David- 
ton's  session,  which  was  formerly  under  the  Presbytery  at 
fe  Eastward — but  it  hath  pleased  the  Lord  of  the  harvest 
tocdl  home  the  greater  part  of  the  members  of  that  Pres- 
bjlCTy,  BO  that  we  can  have  no  more  help  from  them  in 
ttitt  way — and  now,  in  the  good  providence  of  God,  having 
■  dairable  opportunity  of  joining  with  the  Londonderry 
Pwbyl^ry,  whereof  the  Rev.  \Vm.  Morrison  and  the  Rev. 
ftnihil  Taf^art  are  members,  do  cheerfully  embrace  it,  by 
ill  Mir  session  that  were  present,  hoping  that  it  may  be  for 
the  honor  ot*  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  and  for  the 
'nnfort  and  enlargement  of  it. 

"Signed  by  order  of  six  elders  in  session,  by 

"John  Moor,  Clerk," 

Hey  thus  were  accepted  and  identified  with  the  A.  R, 
PhAytery  of  New  England  (prohablyj  at  Pelbam,  on  the 
Ulb  of  that  month. 
^_At  i  meeting  of  this  Presbytery  pro  re  natn,  on  Julj'  22d, 
lN3,acalJ  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Oliver,  and  on  "Septem- 
"  lltb,  at\er  the  prescribed  trials  had  been  sustained,  he 
^---loidained  and  mstalled  over  the  west  (which  was  not, 
Hvould  seem,  the  first)  parish  of  Pelhani."  On  asking 
UMtrriccfl)  this  congregation  also  "  requested  some  direc- 
teitspecting  psalmody  and  singing."  They  had  doubt- 
^  for  years  used  the  "  139  Imitations,"  and  us  this  Pres- 
"  '  nod  not  as  yet  "so  learned  Christ,"  they  properly 
ilWtrtictions.  and  to  them  all  indulgence  connected 
"  itence  of  this  form  of  ecclesiastical  polity  was 
!  prayer  of  their  petition  was  "left  to  the  wis- 
sesaion,  who  ina^'  be  best  acquainted  with  that 

tl  is  most  conducive  to  public  usefulness.     But, 

yntfeular,  if  the  congregation  sing  without  reading, 
-'  tb«y  be  all  advised  to  have  books." 
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At "  Peterborn,  October  9th,  1793,  n  cnll  from  Newbmy- 
iwrt  for  Mr.  Toombs,  presented  lliroiiph  the  EaBt«m  Prea — 
bytery,  was  received,    and  when  presented  he  asked  timp— , 
to  consider  it,  which  was  granted. 

The  reasons  for  not  accepting  the  call  froni  Antrin) 
which  he  stated,  were  approved.    Supplies  were  granted  t^^i::; 
Antrim  and  Peterboro.    The  calling  of  the  pro  re  )tol^L_j 
meeting  was  approved. 

During  the  years  1792,  '3,  and  '4,  no  member  of  the  A.  1"^^ 
Presbytery  of  New  England  had  appeared  in  Synod,  whic^  "^ 
was  a  source  of  grief  to  the  denomination.    Numbers,  ofc— ^^ 
tained  even  by  expediency,  appeared  now  to  be  of  mo-s-^ 
importance  to  them  than  purity  of  worship  and  fulfilli^>^j 
vows.     Hence,  they  say.     The  expediency  of  forming     ^^ 
union  with  tlie  Eastern  Presbytery  was  considered  and  aj:»_ 
proved.     Voted,  ergo,  agreeably  to  the  proceedings  of  th^ 
convention  at  Pemttoke,  that  the  delegates  be  appointfv^ 
to  form  a  union."    "  Rev.  Wm,  Morrison,  with  elders  BeLf 
and  Smith,  are  hereby  empowered  to  meet  m  conventiorm 
with  the  Rev.  Solomon  Moore  and  elders  Campbell  anJ 
Moore,  of  the  Eastern  Presbytery,  to  form  a  coalescence, 
and  to  dissolve  both  Presbyteries  into  one,  on  the  laift 
Friday  of  this  inst.     If  no  union  is  formed,  Presbvtery  iff 
to  meet  in  Pelbam  on  the  last  Tuesday  in  Alay,  17S4;  and 
if  an  union  is  formed,  the  new  court  will  appoint  its  own 
time  and   place,  the  clerk   of   paid   convention   to  pve 
notice  to  the  different  members  that  they  may  govern     I 
themselves  accordingly." 

From  the  "Minutes  of  the  Convention,  which  met  &t 
Londonderry,  October  25th,  1793,  for  tiniiihing  the  union," 
we  learn  that  the  meeting  was  held  according  to  the  ap- 

S ointments  of  both  Presbyteries;  that  there  were  "  present,  j 
evs.  Sol.  Moore,  Wm.  Aforrison,  and  Jno.  Houston,  inin-  J 
isters,  Esr^r.  John  Bell,  Captain  John  Moore,  and  Samuel  i 
Campbell  as  elders."  I 

"  The  Rev.  Mr.  Moore  preached  from  John  xiii.  S4, 35,  ft  J 
eermon  very  suitable  to  the  occasion."    He  presided  i 
chairman. 

"  This  convention,  being  fully  invested  with  power,  pro 
eeeded  to  form  the  union. 

"After  prayer  and  deliberation,  voted : 

"Ist  To  adopt  the  Westminster  Confesaion  and  Call 
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(liiinis,  directory  for  worship  and  form  of  povemroent,  aa 
the  ittindards  of  this  Presbytery,  in  subordination  to  the 
word  of  God. 

"2d.  That  the  Presbytery  shall  be  called  the  Presbytery 
of  Londonderry. 

"3d.  That  Derry  east  and  west  parishes  alternately  be 
the  places  for  stated  meetings,  uiilesg  otherwise  specially 
Wqueet^d  by  some  other  town  or  pariah,  for  Bpecial  busi- 
ftot  there. 

"■lUi.  That  the  Presbytery  meet  at  the  east  meeting- 
ioiwe  on  the  last  Wednesday  of  May,  1794. 

"Stii.  That  upon  these  principles  the  union  be  and 
hfnhy  ia  closed," 

The  Rev.  W.  Morrison,  on  request,  gave  a  parting  ad- 

dme,  and  is  to  open  the  first  meeting  with  a  sermon. 

Since  the  centennial  year  (1S76),  the  traveller  westward 

in  traverse  the  Atlantic  watershed  by  some  four  or  more 

^Mnly  parallel  railroads  through  Iowa,  and 'whether  he 

^otor  the  eye  of  the  needle  at  Omaha  or  make  a  detour  of 

4k  few  hundred  miles  by  Denver,  still,  when  he  reaches 

Owveone,  all  travel  is  concentrated  on  one  track  over  the 

AocVy,  the  Wahsatch,  and  Nevada  Mountains.    Similar 

liu  been  and  is,  at  the  close  of  this  quarter  of  a  century, 

ia  1783,  our  Presbyterianisra  in  New  England.    We  have 

hid  four — or,  including  the  Synod  and  its  three,  in  all 

wva — Presbyteries  in  sixty-five  years  in  the  land  of  tho 

Avitans.    Tlie  mountains,  the  siiore  of  Salt  Lake,  and  the 

dfWrt  mufit  be  travelled  by  rail  on  only  one  track;  imd 

■Mr  we  have,  in  this  region,  to  end  the  Presbyter  Ian  ism 

•f  New  England  with  only  one  Presbytery  at  the  close  ol' 

Htt  dghleenlh  century!     To  it  as  a  jilant  the  soil  was 

hM  nngenial,  the  climate  unpropitious,  and  the  malaria 

teioiia.     Under  the  shadow  of  a  native  species  of  church 

JiJitjr  9up[jorted  by  the  civil  power,  it  existed  only  in  op- 

puition  to  great  disadvantimef,  and  these  were  doubled 

•7 the  " taat«s  "  of  men  who  did  not  "  receive,  observe,  nor 

oep  pure  and  entire  all  such  religious  worsliip  und  orJi- 

fiuoes  ae  (rod  had  appointed  in  his  word." 

We  have  thus  seen  the  introduction  ami  -rowth  of  Pres- 
hlcriAiiiam  in  New  England.  During  tiic  Ur^i  i^cnomtion, 
wnile  those  who  brought  it  to  the  region  survived,  it  was 
authority,  as  a  government  adminia- 


1 


278  HISTORY   OF  PRESBYTEKIAXIHM  ^* 

tered  by  men  who  were  "  gathered  together  in  the  nal 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,"  "with  the  power  of  our  Lc 
Jesus  Christ,"  to  "  take  care  of  the  house  of  God ; "  far 
lies  were  nurseries  for  the  church,  in  which  the  "lovi 
kindness  of  God  was  shewn  forth  in  the  morning,  a. 
his  faithfulness  declared  every  night ; "  the  Sabbath  wai 
day  not  only  of  rest,  but  of  joy  and,  in  the  words  of 
modern  errorist,  wearing  the  Presbyterian  name  (Swin 
their  "  Calvinism  was  a  preachable  and  a  preached  di 
trine,"  We  are  not,  however,  to  suppose  that  all,  w 
came  from  Europe  as  ministers,  "  magnified  their  offici 
Some  of  them  ended  their  career  as  desperate  villaii 
especially  the  first  two  incumbents  of  Peterboro,  N, 
To  pi'ove  this  awful  assertion,  in  relation  to  Anntui, 
quote  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Morrison's  century  address. 

"  He  was  deposed  from  the  ministry  in  18U0,  and  di 
in  Ireland  in  1802.  He  possessed  Respectable  talents,  a: 
might  easily  have  retained  the  confidence  of  his  peop 
But  his  intemperate  habits,  his  licentious  and  corrupt  <x 
versation,  and  his  haughty,  over-bearing  manner  at  leng 
deprived  him  of  their  respect  and  regard.  So  brutal  n 
his  treatment  of  his  wife,  who  was  an  estimable  woms 
that  she  was  compelled  to  pass  the  whole  night  with  h 
children  in  the  woods;  she  finally  obtained  a  bill 
divorce  on  the  ground  of  extreme  cruelty," 

"  They,  Morrison  and  Annan,  were  the  only  settled  p 
tors  in  the  place  for  fifty  years.  During  this  dark  per. 
religion  was  kept  alive  by  religious  exercises  in  the  iam: 
rather  than  by  public  ministrations." 

"Our  people  were  always  readers,  and  the  Bible  w 
almost  their  only  book.  Here  they  went  for  counsel  ar 
support;  it  was  to  them  prophet  and  priest.  Famil 
prayer"  (that  is,  as  we  have  seen  at  West  Running-broo 
m  Derry,  worship  by  prayer,  reading  and  singing  penlmt 
"  was  faithfully  observed.  Morning  and  evening  the  Scrii 
tures  were  read,  and  if  the  flame  of  devotion  burned  dii 
in  the  bouse  of  public  worship,  it  was  not  permitted  to  e 
out  upon  the  family  altar."  A  noble  testimony.  Whi 
"from  the  earliest  time,  that  church  was  Calvinistio  an 
Presbyterian  "  till  1792,  "  it  is  a  matter  of  surprise  thi 
these  two  ministers  were  borne  with  by  the  people."  " 
is  accounted  for  in  part "  by  Mr.  M— ,  "  because  of  d 
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^rcat  veneration  attached  to  the  profession."  "  Ministers," 
said  one  at  the  commencement  of  the  difficulties  with  Mr. 
Morrison,  "  are  edged  tools  and  we  maun  aye  be  carefa' 
Iiow  we  handle  them."  "  Keep  yoursel'  to  yoursel',"  said 
ftn  elder  of  the  church  with  great  solemnity  to  his  son, 
who  was  beginning  to  intimate  that  Mr.  Annan  was  not 
vvtiat  he  should  be.  Again,  those  ministers,  though  wrong 
in.  practice,  were  supposed  to  be  "  sound  in  the  faith,,and 
an  error  in  belief  was  esteemed  to  be  far  more  dangerouB 
ttisu  one  in  heart  or  life." 

Thus,  the  original  Londonderry,  or  "  Irish  '"  Presbytery, 
tia.d  an  existence  of  probably  thirty-five  or  thirty-sevea 
years;  the  Boston  Presbytery  a  career  of  forty-six  years; 
the  Presbytery  at  the  Eastward  of  twenty-one  years ;  the 
Grafton  Presbytery  an  existence  of  probably  fiileen  or 
"t  rnore  years,  and  the  other,  under  the  names  of  the  AsBO- 
1  <aate  Reformed  Presbytery  of  Londonderry,  the  Associate 
1  Reformed  Presbytery  of  New  England  and  again  of  Ixin- 
donderry,  "  coalesced  "  with  the  scattered  fragments  of  the 
others  and   continued   to  be  a  working   Presbytery  for 
B6venty-six  years.     Its  history,  with  those  of  the  Presby- 
'fitiee  of  Newburyport,  Connecticut,  Boston,  Vermont  and 
second  Boston,  together  with  the  congregations  of  the  Re- 
armed Presbyterians  in  New  England,  will  (D,  V.)  form 
"T  second  volume. 
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■o  act — Varied  matters— ToombB  installed — Aoihent  A  _  . 

lion— Pidgeon^ — Eight  miniflters  and  fourteen  elders  meet — AbanA,^ 

anco  of  buBiness — Advice — Pelerboro  call  BUKlsined — Coleraine  to  *•■  j_ 
BeaEonably  notified — Jordan — Morrison  to  answer  a  letter  fnuu  Synod — -_ 
Presbyteries  to  deal  honorablj'  with  Congregational iitts — Colenune  %^^> 
agree — Morrison  to  aay  so  to  them — Presbytery  Biieniinted— BrEfiek<2 

in  "strife  and  vain  glory" — Taggart   aRku  release — Sol  granted 

Windham  aak 9  preacning — Boddily'a  in»tallaiion  valid— Ebm  Dotv- 
iskfl  the  "imitations,"  September  Btli,  17S7— West  Dpttj  three  je^nt 
in  advance — Synod  grieved — Appliances  in  vain — Character  of  tli^ 
causes  imperfectly  comprehended — Only  a  little  dilTerent — The  oos 
will  root  out  the  other^- Answer  to  a  letter  and  one  to  an  aJdre** — 
History  repeating  itself— Prentice  fori j-iive  years  ago— Now  creeping- 
into  houses — The  emotional    powers — ThU  cIbiw   increased — Bnint 
obeyed — "Straggling   perBona      encouraged    by   Ewer — "Voted" — 
Vacant  eh urchea  warned — "Such  as  I  am" — Maine — Well,  to  "go 
and  do  likewise  "-^Ehode  Island  secla — A  peculiarity  of  Presbyletiu 
church  government — A  painful  intereat— Washingtun,  N.  Y.,  Praby- 
tery  May  30th,  1794— Svnod,  Kev.  R.  Annan  to  write  for  it  to  Ixm- 
donderi'y  Presbytery — He  reported— " Certain  Information  received" 
— Town  rneetitigH  ruling  Presbytery- Reproached — A  conunitlca  U 
■visit  Presbytery- To  be  informed  also  by  letter- The  letter,  June  U, 
1795 — A  strong  remonstrance — They  answer  and  glory  in  tiomben 
■nd  light — A  new  king  enlhraned— A  contrast  to  Wetitrunning  Brook 
and  Casco  Bay— "Most  plHinlive" — A  letter  from  Synod,  Jantufy 
24th,   1797 — "Statine   their  views  and   grounds  of  complaint "—1_ 
masterly  argument- ftl^Ic  hi  ess  and  unanswerable — A  reply  on  Xtj — 
BOth,  1797— Good   iniiiiiioHB— Providentially   prevented— Cose  de — 
ferrM — None  from  I.ondonderry  Presbytery  reit  two  meeting! — Tt^ 
Bee  if  to  diawlve  the  connection  would  be  heneficiul- Oi\ly  lioniam 
and  Taggart  now  appear  to  have  been  trained  as  Prcitby teriwu-' A. 
mild  form — Advantage — Ignored  a  Synod  which  prevented  wUl  *o«r- 
aliip — "Changes  borrowed" — "Felt  want" — The  haip — Voud,  0«> 
tober  9,  1709,  to  obtain  and  penlse — R.  Annan  reappointed  in  litHi — 
No  reply  to  him  in  IBOO— No  member  in  Synod  m  ISOl— Sfinnte— 
Presbytery  disclaimed— The  process  of  assimilation  completed — Ei- 
cepting  in  godly  tainilies  "to  the  moloi  and  to  the  bats" — In  )xih 
Tendons— The  Presbytery,  September  6th,  1797,  "  Moor,  Whipple  wJ 
Boddily  correspondents" — "The  act  valid  "^Little  licenaed — W*«- 
bury  received   and  Toombs  installed,  Kovember  28th^iitic  I&l; 
1799,  aaaisLknce  to  ordain  Mr.  Slca  at  ByeGeld  not  granled — Xeomit; 
for  sending  preacliing  to  the  fraiitien  of  New  Haojpshire — The  hVa 
to  be  answered — D.  Annan's  cose  ottcnded  to — Pre«byterv  now  'mm- 
eiatent — They  would  not  lend  to  ordain  SIcn,  and  now  bnritm  U«e 
dain  Little  at  Anirim— A  peace-oflcring — Little  asks  Precbyteryul* 
M>  kind  as  to  excuse  him — Excused  from  giving  hii  populBT  — ' — 
on  account  of  visiting  so  many  sick— He  is  omained  bepten 
ISOO— Conxlilution   to  be  considered,  sermons   la  be  cnlii-iwd— P. 
MoGn^r  licensed,  June  9th.  1802— TagRari  applies— Dann  dirMfi 
— AMembly's  ConslitulionN  adopted,  October  13th,  1802,  ij 
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iW  in  toW — Still  unprepared  to  imile — G-ilee  installed— Colby — Petn- 
brolip— CliKBler — Prenbylery  cannot  grant  Gofl'sLown'fi  requCBt — D. 
MoOn!([or  called  W  Beiifoid — Letter  from  lown-tlerk  of  Pelerboro— 
Tbcit  father'*  property — Presbyiety  recommend  jntercomra union — 
haniaciiiMiK,  not  in  use  hitlierto— Oliver  demil»— He  is  certified — 
Hi*  AisociRte  Preabyterj  of  Cambridge,  October  lath,  1304— Ha 
broke  lii«  pledge  to  the  Associate  Preabylery — Kev.  D.  MiGregor  and 
Btdlbnl— Little  releamd- June  12th,  ISOo,  recommended  to  the  Ac 
»ri«e  Befonned  Presbytery  of  Waahinglon,  N.  Y.— October  9lh, 
fiirrii  iDM«]leiI  in  Windham— "  The  enticing  words  of  man's  wix- 
^mn" — A  new  tertitlcate  granted- New  Bottton — Bev.  E.  Bradford — 
Awbyterv  meiHings— "  Pid^eon  reprehended '' — AppoititnienlH  made, 
Jb»  lllii,  1807,  for  Synod  at  Cooperetown,  N.  Y.— Pidgeon  aus- 
tmiei — Hinol,  in  Maine,  want  him,  and  thev  are  "  informed  of  tlie 
rmkot  Pmbyier^ "— will  ton  settled  at  Antrim— Letter  from  Dr. 
•Jdu  Smith  oil  Union — An  inference — Church  at  Darttnouth  to  con- 
■•ctwUh  Pre"bylerj' — Rotation  meetings — Litchfield  received — Pel- 
ham  pMnle  inconsislent — $350  additional — "To  negotiate  a  connec- 
ibn  " — Mudenlor  to  answer  a  vote  of  the  tienecal  Aseociation  of  New 
a«Bprtiire— OWoher  HHih,  1809,  result  of  mission  to  Synod— Dana  to 
tbt  AaKnibly,  ItJlO — Baldwin  di)imi»ied  from  Palmer — End  of  Hec- 
|Mli(!^  Second  Pn»b^[ery  of  Londonderry  at  1810 — A  copy — By  loag 
'~*  ■■        ■  from  incidenlal  sourcm — In  Vermont  Rec- 
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pabtinlied  history  and  poetry — Popkin — Effects  of  misrule 
■■I  no  nile — TruHt-deed  operative  formerly  with  the  ownera — Not  ao 
BM— Ltht)  navBges- Pay  ax  they  pleased  now— Channin^ — Neither 
tnUr  nor  numbera  brought  peace — Naboth'a  offer — Legialntore  In- 
*A«d — Action  taken — Not  loo  far  off  to  whisper  to  its  owner — Con- 
■iMCe  jet  eitenflively  a  power— That  oalli- Aided  by  the  bar— The 
MMWH — The  want  of  legal  authority — The  uccupants  make  "(heir 
Otngc  cheery  " — A  document — The  religious  nociely — Act  passed — 
Fknife  legislation — The  Inst  parish— Presb^vlerian ism  robbed  of  « 
fhoB  of  sepulture  on  its  own  ground — Chnniiing  Installed  m  a  Trini- 
Mui — All  were-winking  together — Coniroversy  was  rife— Little  com- 
■uoo  aaang  churches  with  each  other — Hopkinsianisni,  Emmon- 
k— Sapping — The  new  preacher  has  at  limes  a  cliarmed  diameter 
—4  Oontroct  made  seveiilv-four  years  before — A  parsonage—Smooth 
ftbp — The  tidal-ware  — He  was  not  a  perfect  eiceplion —  IVmoTif — 
J  BbbBcIwiI— The  sovereigntv  of  the  Green  moimtains— ftimel  and 
te — I)r.  Wilherspoon— Whilelaw — "The  Scots-American  Com- 
— This  piircliase  from  Dr.  Witherspoon^"  The  Farmer's  Com- 
■gjlarrey- Emigrants  worshipped  Gi-d  in  their  familieti — 
in  pablic  religious  ordinances — Dr.  Withenpoon's  visit* 
.  Idle  bore  the  mark  of  Ihe  ball  tliat  killed  his  son— 
I**  Company — Crime  but  little  known — A  form  of  religion 
'Biefr— Petition  fora  minisIei^Rev.  Thomas  Beveridg« — 
IwUHa— Rev.  W.Uihwn  seltles  in  Ryefcate— PnlKrlock^ 
vilualioD— Tbeir  lives  often  endanfjered — Enduranca 


286  HISTORY  OP  PEESBYTKH1ANI9M  ^^ 

required  inwinler  to  attend  public  worship — "Inlermipsion,"  lion 
Bjieiit — ^" Sabbntli-day  liouBeB''^Misn  Il.Seftver'a  house — SiinescBins 
slowly  into  uae — So  far  as  to  apjiiKcian; — Goodwillie  for  bImitc  Iwenlj 
years — Outgrowtii — Their  vows — Dwelt  alone  and  prospereJ — N< 
voice  of  joy  east  of  the  Uonneclicut  wiiile  they  read  and  prayed — Th' 
Bellx  and  irthern — "  Biprencive  silence" — The  one  connecting  link- 
Official  duties  performed  by  Presbytery —Connecting  link  betwee: 
Synods — Presbytery  of  London derrV,  IJieir  Dctingt",  till  1818— Ke^ 
W.  Morrison  died  I818~Rev.  S.  Moore  died  in  1803— Baldwin  tk 
inevitable  conaeljuence — E.  L.  Parker  licensed  by  GraRon  Pregbyter 
in  180T— Extinct  in  1B16— EcclesiaMical  and  educational  niatterftno 
incres»ingly  controlled  by  the  Slate  religion^This  bronght  strife  i 
1817 — Spoliation  of  property  inereases — Firat  Parish,  1809— Jon» 
and  hia  luiion— Parker  ordained,  September  12lh,  1810,  by  ■  hal 
WMr  arrangement — In  ninety-one  yearn  the  old  niotber-church  Ua 
only  one  life  annuity,  and  had  settled  her  last  nominal  Presbyteiis 
minisler — It  took  forty  years  to  shunt  iier  ofl^ — A  new  form  of  oppoe 
tion — Unitarianism — N^alions — The  principles  and  doclrinai— Jetii 
had  no  more  pre-eiistence  than  any  other  man — None  will  peri«l»- 
£levated  to  the  highest  plane. 

While  we  can  easily  underatand  how  all  the  passengen 
and  traffic  from  four  or  more  parallel  railroad  lines  can  be 
taken  upon  one,  and  yet  that  one  does  not  grow  an  inch 
wider  from  Cheyenne  to  Sacramento ;  stili  we  would  nata- 
Kiily  expect,  that  when  the  fragments  of  the  Presbyteryof  i 
Salem  (which  seemed  to  be  in  moderate  working  oniff, 
when  it  was  composed  of  Whittaker,  Perley  nnd  Striot- 
land,  present;  and  JBaldwin,  Baleli,  Miltimore  and  Urqu- 
liart,  absent;  and  when  at  Gm.v,  in  Maine,  on  SeptembB 
14th,  1791,  it  adjourned  sine  die)  saw  the  other  two  Free-, 
byteries  unite,  some  individual  ministers,  or  congregadoM,' 
would  seek  their  feUowship.  Butnotso.  They  were  prek-' 
ably  all  (excepting  Baldwin)  with  congregations,  «h»il. 
had  come  to  Presbyterianism  as  an  expedient,  not  on  pntt- 
ciple  from  positive  convictions  of  ils  divine  origin  and, 
authority,  and  in  some  cases  the  Remi-Erastinnisra  of  tbtj 
State  church  controlled  the  ministry  and  eldership.  SinW 
the  war,  as  noticed  in  Beth  Kol,  the  force  of  truth  was  ka 
felt,  God  was  less  honored,  the  love  of  many  waxed  coW*' 
and  iniquity  was  aboundinft  increasingly;  hence,  sotaPOt 
them  as  Dr.  Whittaker,  after  being  starved  out,  emigrated- 
TJrquhart  removed  eastward,  and  died  near  Miriiniiiiii 
New  Brunswick. 
.     The  return  of  peace  to  the  colonies  had  a  further  efTe* 
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on  the  State  churches  of  New  England,  in  allowing  the 
offlpe  of  elder  to  float  into  oblivion.  Consequently,  the  m- 
fiuenee  of  this  one  of  "  the  customs  of  the  churches  "  had 
Willi  the  flight  of  time  on  the  Presbyterian  vitality,  pre- 
noiisly  existing,  a  corresponding  efl'ect. 

As,  in  thia  last  one-third  of  the  nineteenth  century,  the 
intnHluction  of  the  third  vital  power  of  Popery  into  Pro- 
batantism  is,  port  passu,  weakening  it;  as  the  confes- 
sonal,  tran substantiation,  and  choirs  with  the  organ  are 
iha  tripod  upon  which  Popery  mainly  rests,  so  any  of 
these,  but  especially  the  last,  being  removed,  it  would 
topple,  ita  proselyting  attractions  would  then  be  lost,  for 
ProtflBtants  coulil  not  be  proselyted  with  either  the  confes- 
Konal  or  transubstantiation,  or  with  both,  or  with  beads, 
baldachins  and  holy  water  thrown  in.  The  contest  lies 
mainly  between  the  "  Genevan  jigs  "  (as  the  papists  nick- 
nunea  the  Psalms  when  sung)  and  choirs,  hymns  and  or- 
|iiu.  So  the  increased  aping  "the  gorgeous  compositions 
'Trtiieh  are  heard  in  the  Romish  church  "  by  nominal  Pro- 
'  inta,  ia  obtaining  progressively  that  control  over  the 
d  which  the  Divine  authority  of  revealed  truth  ought 
IT  slone  to  maintain,  and  permeating  a  hiigc  part  of  the 
called  "evangelical"  churcJiea  With  the  leaven  of  will- 
mhip.  In  a  similar  manner  the  purity  of  the  doctrine 
id  the  excellence  of  the  morals  of  the  Puritans  fell  into 
t  rear  rank,  while  Congregationahsm,  in  worship,  be- 
!  increasingly  a  matter  of  opinion  under  the  elastio 
>  of  "  the  customs  of  the  churches."  The  psalmody 
If  Ibe  pilgrims  was  gone,  and  the  Bay  State  version  of  the 
"^"Uns,  about  this  period,  became  increasingly  super- 
d  by  the  parts  of  139  of  the  Psalms  imitated  and  in 
■<^ producing  for  a  generation  much  "strife  and  vain- 
wy" — all  which,  by  tlie  principle  of  assimilation, 
mttsht  the  Presbyterians  to  give  up,  in  several  particu- 
~\,  their  "thus  saith   the   Lord"  for  the  "tastes"  of 

ite  religion  had  always  maintained,  under  the 

maltiefl,  the  Godhead  of  the  Trinity.    Until  1786 

jphemy  to  deny  this,  vet,  with  the  increasing 

_  of  human  opinions,  as  these  supplanted  the  au- 

tjf  of  the  Divine  word,  even  thia  foundation  waa  in 

tune  napped.    The  Old  South  meeting-house  having 
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been  desecrated  by  the  British  military,  on  the  evacnatioik. 
of  Boston,  that  congregation  occupied  for  years  King'^ 
chapel  (founded  in  16S6 ),  from  which  ail  orders  of  prelacy 
had  departed;  and  when,  having  repaired  their  church, 
they  returned  to  it,  leaving  the  other  unoccupied,  and  it 
continued  bo  for  some  time.  The  thread  ol^  apcetolica/ 
succession  over  the  premises  held  formerly  by  the  Bishop 
of  London  became  too  attenuated  to  retain  in  it  even  the 
doctrine  of  the  Trinity. 

Every  vestige  of  prelacy  (excepting  a  few  outward  fomiE) 
was  discarded  by  the  overwhelming  force  of  Congregation- 
alism, and  while  in  that  chapel,  in  1785,  it  was  introduced 
into  America,  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  was  guilt- 
less of  the  crime  of  reproducing  there  the  protoplast  of 
Socinianism.  On  reoccupying  the  edifice,  the  only  de- 
nominational ofhcial  remaining  was  the  clerk ;  and  in 
order  to  givu  form  to  their  religious  assemblies,  the  people 
by  vote,  elected  him  to  b^  their  render,  by  the  power  of 
Congregationalism,  which  they  assumed  and  adopted. 

The  next  thing  in  their  metamorphosis  was  to  chann 
the  doctrine,  and  they  adopted  the  theological  views  in 
part  of  an  English  Socinian  of  the  name  of  Clarke.  The 
human  mind  ever  idolizes  freedom,  and,  as  a  counterpart 
to  national  existence  and  independence,  disregard  of  ao<^ 
trine  grew  apace.  Murray  had  previously,  since  ITtS^ 
propagated  (where  he  could)  the  doctrinal  opinions  of  Mr- 
James  Relly,  giving  a  through  ticket  to  Paradise  univer- 
sally to  the  race.  Arminianism  "  (as  we  have  seen)  had 
"bt'come  respectable,"  and  one  Benjamin  Randall,  in  ITSO^ 
began  to  preach  as  a  "  Free  Will  Baptist "  in  New  Du^ 
ham,  N.  H. 

With  the  return  of  peace  "  new  gtfes  came  newly  up." 
"  Divers  and  strange  doctrines  "  were  propagated  wiUi  i 
zeal  worthv  of  a  better  cause,  and  in  1799  the  State  religioB 
in  Massachusetts  was  extensively  shorn  of  her  prerc^ 
tives.  Protestant  prelacy  and  Weslcyan  Methodism  bolh, 
in  a  few  years  (after  peace  was  concluded),  returned  to  Wid 
revived  in  New  England.  "  During  the  war,  according  lo 
D'Arcy  McGee,  the  Abbe  la  Poitre,  a  chaplain,  collected  A 

Papal  congregation  in  Boston,  which  bought  the  Frenth 
resbyterian  church,  and  afttr  1796  Priest  Choverus,  with 
his  beads,  crucifixes,  ointment,  organ,  chrism  and  mui 
millinery,  gradually  attracted  '  the  town's  people.' " 
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The  close  of  that  century  was  considered  to  be  "  the 
Iplden  a^e"  of  Boston,  and  by  his  blanSishmenls,  his 
mmiicr  in  modo,  his  French  ("the  language  of  courts),  he 
mdean  increiisingly  favorable  impression  on  the  children 
(if  Ihe  Puritans.  The  influences  of  these  combined  inCTc- 
ita  of  tlie  social  compact  were  such  as  to  "Rain'' to 
ire  and  undeiiled  religion "  "  much  harm  and  loss," 
icislly  among  Presbyterians. 

^cre  any  form  of  religion  strongly  predominatfifl,  the 
miafit  and  force  of  sectarian  numbers  proportionally  as- 
■tinUatea  to  itself  minor  existences ;  and  while  I'resbyteri- 
-in  poptinued  in  some  places  to  have  "  a  name  to  live," 
flVu  overshadowed,  its  doctrine  deteriorated,  its  goveru- 
.  t  supplanted  and  its  places  of  worship  alienated  by 
ti»  pew  patronage  of  the  State  religion.  The  ministry  re- 
Wivid  no  reinforcements  of  such  men  aa  McGregor,  or 
to«Hvhead,  or  Robert  Annan,  from  lands  sealed  by  the 
Wood  of  martyrs.  * 

To  "endure  all  things  for  the  elect's  sake,  that  they 
lixbt  also  obtain  tlie  salvation  which  is  in  Christ  Jesua 
ith  ttomul  glory  "  became  less  a  matter  of  ambition  with 
k«  occupants  of  the  |>ulptt  in  New  England  generally,  and 
leceedin<{  Presbyterian  preachers  only  showed  that  in  this 
VKtion  they  were  "  men  of  like  passions  with  others." 
iking  into  the  account  that  "  forbidden  fruit  is  sweet,"  it 
>  easy  to  see  that,  with  not  a  few,  tlie  law  of  Christ's 
tniae  might  be  viewed  as  a  burden,  and  young  men  (such 
Btbe  two  sons  of  the  Rev.  Himon  Williams)  might  enter 
b«  ministry  of  an  opposite  polity. 
When  we  again  remember  the  svstem  of  domestic  train- 
SriB  doctrine  and  family  worship,  which  enter  into  the 
ntalitv  of  Presbyterianism,  and  find  these  gradually  ne- 
jMod  by  those  surrounding  them,  we  see  that,  in  every 
f,OD  lliis  ungenial  soil,  extensive  growth  could  not  m 
tci.  Uenee,  the  dying  out  of  Presbj^teries  and  the 
I  of  fragmento  of  churches  succumbing  to  Congre- 
,  witli  which  we  enter  on  this  quarter  of  a 

15,  1791 ,  the  Rev.  William  Davidson,  of 
and  the  congregation  remained  destitute  of  a 

stry  till  1795,  when  Mr.  Jonathan  Brown  (a 

of  Pittii^eld^  N,  U.}  wiu  ordained  and  installed.    A 


minifitrr  t 
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nnmber  of  churches  were  then  vacant,  and  while,  as  a 
licentiate,  he  Vas  popular  in  other  places,  still  "  a  strong 
and  determined  opposition  to  his  settlement  yraa  made  by 
a  large  minority." 

The  court  did  not  act  with  wisdom  in  ordaining  him 
His  situation  became  trying  and  unpleasant,  and  the  agi- 
tation engendered  weakened  the  church  by  forming  a  pre 
text  to  those  thus  inclined  to  introduce  Congregationalisio, 
both  ecclesiastically  and  civilly. 

While  this  offshoot  maintained  worship  for  twelve  yeare 
in  a  hall,  it  "  produced  not  only  bitterness  and  contrfr 
vereies,  which  for  a  time  greatly  marred  the  -pejiee  and 
happiness  of  the  community,"  but  prepared  the  way,  in 
the  course  of  half  a  century,  for  the  abandonment  of  Pres- 
byterianism  by  this  mother  church  and  the  alienation  of 
her  property.  "At  his  own  request,  he  was  dismissed  in 
1804,  and  died  in  1838,  ^  the  age  of  eighty.  He  wiwa 
man  of  sincere  piety,  but  leading  a  single  life  (when  he 
ought  to  have  had  a  wife  to  '  guide '  his  '  house  'J,  he  8ul>- 
jected  himself  to  many  uncandid  and  unkind  rcmBrt^ 
and  was  required  by  the  Presbytery  not  to  preach, norlo 
perform  any  official  acts  after  his  dismission.  He  hadse- 
vere  trials,  and  toward  the  end  of  life  endured  many  Bpi^ 
itual  conflicts."  (P.)  The  Presbytery  v/ere  now  graaually 
abandoning  their  Presbyterial  relations. 

Palmer  continued  to  enjoy  the  pastoral  labors  of  thfl 
Kev.  Muses  Baldwin,  while  the  Hev.  Wr.  Taggart  was  still 
flilfilling  his  ministry  at  Coleraine. 

At  Ncwburyport,  on  November  19,  1794,  Mr.  Danid 
Dana  was  ordained  and  installed  as  the  successor  of  lbs 
Rev.  John  Murray.  He  was  born  in  Ipswich,  Mass^  on 
July  24,  1771,  and  graduated  from  Dartmouth  in  178S. 
*'  His  settlement  was  preceded  and  succeeded  by  disrup- 
tion. The  pulpit  had  been  supplied  during  the  winter  of 
1792,  at  Mr,  Murray's  invitation,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Milton, 
a  young  missionary  from  Lady  Huntingdon's  school  A 
Trevecca ;  an  earn^t,  eloquent  and  original  preacher,  iV 
though  eccentric  as  a  man.  Many  were  delighted  wiW 
him,  and  would  have  retained  him  as  colleague  pestat 
But  the  majority  being  unwilling,  his  friends  withdrew 
and,  under  the  plea  of '  better  edification,'  established  w» 
ship  in  a  private  house."    After  Mr.  Murray's  death,  oA 
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while  under  suspension  for  a  breach  of  covenant,  they  re- 
nonnced  the  government  built  a  house  of  worship,  and 
organized  an  "independent  C.ihmiitic"  church.  Six 
malea  and  nine  feniil  s  si^nt.  1  tl  ecovemnt;  a  session  was 
appointed,  and  Mr  Miltjn  1  et  uiie  pastor. 

The  forms  of  instill  it  on  «er  quite  anomalous;  for 
after  sermon,  Peacun  Solomon  Ilaikell  put  the  call  to  vote, 
and  declared  him  their  niini-iter  Hiding  delivered  the 
e  to  bim  and  told  him  whit  system  of  doctrines  he 
WM  to  present,  he  infnrmed  hitn  that  so  long  as  he  did 
tbis  and  behaved  well  they  should  acknowledge  him  as 
tiieir  teacher,  and  no  lonpcr  He  then  proceeded  to  give 
to  him  a  "charge  how  to  preach  Thus  originated  the 
Prospect  street  church 

Here  was  spontaneous  Congreqationalism  ( V.,  p.  36)  pro- 
3ncing  a  nominal  Presbytenanism — a  church  with  a  ses- 
flion.  The  deacon  plajed  the  apostle  m  the  name  of  four- 
ten  members  and  himself  to  nia  «on'  in  the  ministry 
(1  Tim.  i.  IS),  The  transaction  looked  a  little  like  "a 
Spectacle  unto  the  world,"  if  not  "  to  angels ; "  yet  it  gave 
to  Mr.  Milton  "  the  power  "  contnined  in  nine  women,  and 
lAx  men,  "  under  suspension  for  breach  of  covenant,"  to 
"make  full  proof  of  his  ministry." 

Although  this  was  "  a  more  thin  and  tenuous  film  "  of 
"the  power  gf  a  church  court "  than  Murray's,  in  perme- 
ating the  two  Con^regationalist  ministers  and  three  congre- 
imtions  and  constituting  a  Presbytery,  it  was,  according  to 
the  "Boston  Congregational  Almanac,  1847,  p.  43,"  not 
only  adequate,  but  plenary ;  for  "  all  church  power  resides 
ft  the  church,  and  not  in  church  officers,  and  resides  in 
lach  particular  church  directly  and  originally,  bv  virtna 
if  the  express  or  implied  compact  of  its  members."  Their 
'«uspension  for  breacii  of  covenant "  was  only  the  act  of 
'•  church  officers,"  whom  they  had  solemnly  vowed  to  obey, 
tnd  "  Go  to,  let  us,"  was  more  congenial  to  their  wishes 
2ian  "  Obey  them  that  liave  the  rule  over  you,  and  submit 
fDorselves;  for  they  watch  for  your  souls."  Species  ean- 
iot  be  transmuted. 
^^  Murray's  ecclesiastical  claims  were  ignored  by  all  true 
*reabyterians,  while  this  "  church  of  Jesus  Christ "  flour- 
Mied  in  its  own  way  for  six  years,  when  it  made  "some 
Wnceasions  as  to  the  manner  of  withdrawal,  and  the  sra- 
non  removed  their  censure."    (J6.) 
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The  annual  average  admissions  to  this  church  had  been 
■ — under  Parsons,  ten,  and  under  Murray,  seven. 

A  Mr.  Samuel  Tomb,  a  licentiate,  an  old-fashioned 
preacher,  was  called  thrice  by  a  majority  of  this  congrega- 
tion, hut  under  strong  feeling  the  requests  all  failed,  and, 
while  Mr,  Dana  was  called  in  June,  he  was  not  inatalloJ 
till  November,  and  then  in  the  face  of  "  a  decided  opposi- 
tion and  after  a  remonstrance  to  Presbytery."  Hia  father, 
by  vote  of  Presbytery,  preached  the  ordination  sermon. 

"  The  dissentients  then  in  their  turn  withdrew,  including 
most  of  the  session  and  many  of  the  most  subf^tantial  and 
godly  members  of  the  church.  This  opposition  to  Jfr. 
Dana  was  principally  owing  to  a  misunderstanding  of  his  ; 
doctrinal  views."  (76.,  p.  31.)  They  were  strenuous  abort  i 
"sound  doctrine,"  but  couid  not  perceive  it  (while  it 
was  there),  concealed  extensively  by  the  graces  of  iiis 
style. 

"  In  July,  1795,  they  proposed,  as  a  peace  measure,  that  , 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Boddily  should  become  colleague  with  Mi.  1 
Dana.  Thia  failed,  and  in  October  next  the  Presbyterv 
organized  them  as  the  second  Presbyterian  church,  with  | 
thirty-three  members."  (lb.,  p.  31.)  The  first  PresbyteriEB 
church,  though  weakened,  remained  with  him  (Mr.  Dana)  ' 
an  affectionate  and  united  people. 

This  church  (we  have  seen)  was  one  which  came  to  ' 
Presbyterianism  while  its  membcTS  were  of  that  stock,  M  i 
^cape  the  oppression  of  Congregationalism. 

As  the  law  (enacted  always  by  a  CongregationaJiat  legis- 
lature) "then  was,  they  were  forced,  in  order  to  obtain  I 
liberty  and  rights  from  Church  and  State,  to  become  t,tv  i 
other  denomination;  and  to  guard  themselves  and  tbeir  | 
children  so  far  as  possible  against  the  evils  they  had  seen  , 
and  suffered,  against  false  doctrine  and  oppression,  tbey  . 
became  Presbj'terians."  Like  Edwards,  they  were  "onl  i 
of  conceit  with  what  was  unsettled,  independent,  and  con- 
fiised." 

"Their  first  act  was  to  choose  six  ruling  elders."  Tb*  1 
Bev,  John  Murray  was  unwilling  (when  called)  to  settle  in 
thia  congregation,  because  "the  visitation  of  families, M' 
Presbyterian  pastors  do,  was  not  customary  with  the  Re»;  I 
Mr.  Parsons,  except  on  extraordinary  occasions;"  and"in' 
1780,  the  seesion  districted  the  parish." 
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■"The  session  has  often  been  the  safety  of  tho  church, 
fsprvin^  ita  unity  and  maintaining  its  discipline  and 
irity,  when  otherwise  false  doctrine  might  have  lutruded 

ml  onlerhnve  been  lost."  (76.) 
Having  seen  the  trm  Presbyterian  churches  in  Newbury- 

Oft,  after  October,  1795,  pressing  forward  abreast,  I  now 

ira  lo  the  meagre  records  of  Presbytery, 
On  October  2.5th,  1793,  a  convention  met  at  Londonderry 
_^fcr Gnishing  the  union  between  the  Associate  Reformed 

te^ytery  of  Londonderry  and  the   Presbytery  at  the 

lutward,  and  being  fully  invested  with  power,  formed  a 
lion,"  and  styled  themselves  henceforth  "the  Presbytery 
Londonderry."  On  the  last  Wednesday  in  May,  1794, 
Derry,  there  were  present  Rev.  Messrs.  Solomon  Moore, 
llHiun  Morrison,  Nathaniel  Ewer,  John  Houston,  David 
mui,  San^el  Taggart,  Andrew  Oliver,  and  nine  ruling 
ktB,  who  unanimously  approved  of  the  union  formed 
'  the  convention.  Petitions  for  the  services  of  Mr. 
nmbe  were  presented  from  New  Market  and  Antrim, 
id  one  from  "  the  Presbyterian  society  in  Bedford,  asking 
iiave  the  inhabitants  of  that  town  act  consistently  with 
irittian  character."  They  bad  employed  a  Mr.  Pickles — 
W  hiid  been  deposed  by  the  Presbytery  of  Philadelphia, 
who  was  immoral  in  character — and  the  petitioners 
"Have  any  of  the  inhabitants  any  special  right  to 
ledkl  privileges  from  this  Presbytery  or  from  any  of  its 
enbcFB?"  The  action  of  those  who  employed  him  was 
ndemoed. 

In  reference  to  irregularities  already  referred  to  in  New- 
■jrport,  in  answer  to  a  petition,  the  action  of  session  was 
^■irmed. 

On  their  request,  supplies  were  granted  to  Derry,  and 
k  Brown  was,  in  answer  to  their  verbal  petiUons,  ap- 
IJBled  for  four  Sabbaths  to  Hampton, 
QlwteT    petitioned   for  supply,  and   Messrs.  Toombs, 
«nd  Wallace  were  appointed  to  hibor  in  assigned 


tbt  leaven  had  now  permeated  nearly  the  whole  mass 
'jrpfciwml  PrL-sbyteriims  in  New  England,  and  we  have 
^V  ibout  II  eeure  of  these  cmgregations  absorbed  by  tho 
li  icligion.  Among  those  wliJch  had  stood  lina  for 
u  fifty  years  in  reference  to  the  offering  of  "  a  par« 
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offering"  to  God  in  praise,  was  West  Derry.  But  she 
had  now  become  under  that  mysterious  Identity  "  a  felt 
want,"  enamored  with  "the  enticing  words  of  man's 
wisdom." 

"  Mr.  Joel  Barlow,  who,  on  receiving  a  degree  from  Yale 
College,  in  1778,  then  first  came  before  the  public  in  hia 
poetical  character  by  reciting  an  original  poem,  was  suc- 
cesaively  a  chaplain  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  an  editor, 
a  bookseller,  a  lawyer,  and  a  merchant." 

He  published  in  London  a  poem,  called  "  The  Conspir- 
acy of  Kings,"  and  "in  the  latter  part  of  1792  he  was  ii 
appointed  one  of  the  deputies  from  the  London  Constitu- 
tional Society  to  present  an  address  to  the  National  Con- 
vention of  France,"  with  which  they  were  in  Bympathy. 
This  body  had  "  formally  disavowed  the  existence  of  God 
and  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  and  disseminated  atbeisni-" 
(Home.)  His  most  popular  poem,  published  before  179B| 
was  entitled  "  Hasty  Pudding."  He  had,  however,  in  hiB 
earlier  days,  before  1787,  "  revised  Dr.  Watts'  Imitation  of 
David's  Psalms"  (Pres.  Dig.,  p.  208j,  that  is,  tha  139 imi- 
tated. 

Whether  this  was  a  labor  of  love  to  improve  hia  poe&al 
talent,  or  done  by  the  request  of  "  the  General  Asaocialioii 
of  Connecticut,"  his  "  advanced  thought,"  as  one  of  ll» 
morniag  stars  of  the  nineteenth  century,  was  unsavory  to 
the  pious  in  "  the  land  of  steady  habite  — and  "  to  sancti^ 
the  ticket,"  as  among  modern  pohticians,  Frehnghuysen 
was  put  in  nomination  with  the  duellist,  Henry  Clay—* 
"the  Rev.  Dr.  Timothy  Dwigbt,  by  order  of  the  said  asso- 
ciation, revised  the  version  as  revised  by  Mr.  Barlow,  and 
versified  a  number  omitted  by  Watts." 

In  "  1787,  the  Synod  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvani* 
allowed  the  Imitation  of  David's  Psalms,  as  rev'isedbyMt 
Barlow,  to  be  sung  in  congregations  and  famiUes  undo! 
their  care."  {lb.,  208.) 

Since  the  close  of  the  war,  as  we  have  seen  in  Baih  KH 
the  moral  sentiment  of  the  land  had  been  gradually  wal- 
ing feeble,  and  this  abatement  of  force,  like  "judgment," 
began  with  "  the  house  of  God."  Changes  in  material  prW 
perity  seem  to  have  been  accompanied  by  innovations  iU 
doctrine,  worship,  and  discipline  in  the  churches. 

"  The  Imitations  "  were,  among  the  Presbyterian  cbveebl 
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3  BOttthward,  in  1802  (Dig.,  p.  209),  vamped  with  his 
iree  books  of  hymns ;  and  while  in  no  way  was  either 
dependence  or  control  establialied  between  any  of  tho 
Presbyteries  of  New  England  and  what  became,  in  1789, 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
Btill  they  were  duly  informed  of  the  changes  introduced, 
and  at  this  meeting  (in  1T94J  "  a  petition  Irom  West  Derry 
(was  presentedj  to  use  Dr.  Watts'  psalms,  corrected  and 
enlarged  by  Mr.  Joel  Barlow,  and  recommended  by  the 
General  Association  of  Connecticut  and  by  the  General 
ABsembly  of  the  Presbyterians  in  tlie  Southward."  This 
was  "referred  back  to  the  session,  to  act  for  the  general 
good  of  the  society  in  that  case." 

At  meetings  on  October  Ist,  1794,  and  subsequently,  the 
Varied  matters  mentioned  in  relation  to  the  settlement  of 
Mr.  Daniel  Dana  received  attention,  while  a  call  from  New 
Market  for  Mr.  Toombs  was  read  and  sustained.  His  instal- 
lation took  ^lace  on  October  21st,  when  Rev.  Messrs.  McClin- 
look  and  Miitimore  (Congregation aliate)  sat  as  correspond- 
eatfl.  "The  Rev. Messrs.  Moore,  Annan,  and  Morrison  were 
Appointed  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  Amherst  association, 
Jespecting  something  for  the  general  good  of  the  church." 
Qhals  foe  Ucensuie  were  assignee!  to  Mr.  \Vm,  Pidgeon, 
1  Eight  ministers  and  fourteen  elders  were  present  at  the 
^_|tatea  meeting  at  Londonderry,  on  May  27th,  1795,  Nine 
lapers  were  presented,  and  the  court  had  abundance  of 

siness,  as  the  opposition  to  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Brown 

a  then  considered.  Presbytery  "advised  the  Congrega- 
^Qal  church  of  Hampton  to  give  up  their  negative  power 
wer  the  town  in  the  settlement  of  a  minister."  That  is, 
let  the  town  meeting  rule  the  church  and  vote  it  Presby- 
firiaa. 

At  Londonderry,  on  October  28th,  1795,  a  call  from 
?eterboro  was  sustained.  Coleraine  did  not  then  appear 
e  walking  in  harmony  with  this  court,  and  the  town 
foa  to  be  "  seasonably  notified,  by  the  clerk,  of  our  next 
neeting,  and  that  they  show  reasons,  if  any  they  have," 
bhy  their  conduct  should  not  be  investigated.  Mr,  Pidgeon 
lecepted  the  call  from  Hampton,  and  this  congregation 
'  IB  received  by  Presbytery.  A  Congregationalist  church, 
_'  the  advice  of  Presbytery,  yielded  to  a  Presbyterian 
Kurish,     Jordan  was  rolled  backward  once. 
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A  letter  from  the  A.  R.  Synod  was  now  received,  and  the 
clerk  (Rev.  Wm.  Morrison)  was  appointed  to  answer  it, 
"when  he  thinks  most  conducive  to  the  public  good  of 
this  Presbytery,  and  to  give  a  general  account  .of  that  part 
of  our  conduct  respecting  psalmody  and  our  absence  from 
Synod,  with  the  reaeooB  therewith." 

January  7th,  1796.  A  pro  re  nata  meeting  was  held  on 
account  of  Mr.  Pidgeon  and  those  against  him  at  Hamp- 
ton. They  then  and  there  ordained  him,  and  "voted — 
that  we  advise  our  Presbyterian  brethren  to  deal  honor- 
ably and  justly  with  the  congregational  part  of  the  town, 
respecting  the  ministerial  property." 

On  May  4th,  at  Coleraine,  the  court  advised  that  conpe- 
gation  to  "  no  longer  quarrel  about  the  locality  of  their 
place  of  worship,  and  appointed  Mr.  Morrison  to  draw  up 
an  address  to  them  for  Presbytery." 

The  vital  force  of  this  form  of  ecclesiastical  regimenhii 
now  become  so  attenuated  that  occasionally  Congregations! 
societies  desired  to  wear  the  name,  especially  where  dife- 
cuities  had  arisen,  and  on  June  l4th,  1796,  a  piv  re  nalo 
meeting  was  held  in  Byefleld. 

A  "  petition  from  parties  tliere  to  be  received  as  a  R* 
byterian  society  was  presented."  On  investigation,  it  via 
found  that  the  movement  had  originated  in  "  strife  and 
vainglory,"  Satan  acting  as  the  chairman  of  their  church 
,  extension  committee.  Hence,  it  was  "Voted— That  W9 
address  the  Middle  Essex  association  to  advise  the  ehurdi 
here  to  keep  the  peace." 

"  It  must  needs  be  that  offences  come,"  and  so  unyield- 
ing were  the  disputants  in  Coleraine  about  the  location  of 
their  church,  that  their  pastor,  at  a  meeting  held  in  Lofl" 
donderry,  on  October  12th,  requested  his  release  from  the 
eliai^e  and  a  dismission  from  the  Presbytery.  As  his  use- 
fulness among  them  was  not  obviously  at  an  end,  and 
their  spiritual  prosperity  required  an  oversight,  which,  in 
the  event  of  his  removal,  might  not  easily  be  obtained, SN 
to  prevent  them  from  being,  as  a  church,  "  consumed  one 
of  another,"  his  petition  was  returned  to  him. 

Windham  now  petitioned  for  a  supply  of  preaching. 

1797,  at  Tjondonderry,  on  May  17th,  a  request  was  P*" 
eented  by  the  second  church  in  Newburyport,  to  have^ 
Boddily  settled  as  their  pastor.    On  September  6th,  179*1 


^^iv 
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Kr.  Boddily  was  reported  installed,  and  the  act  of  the 
Committee  declared  to  be  valid. 

^  Amonji  the  petitions  presented  at  this  meeting,  number 
flii  "was  a  request  from  East  Derry  for  liberty  to  use  Dr. 
Watts'  Imitations  of  the  Psalms."  The  offshoot  of  1736 
flondonderry)  was  tliua  in  advance  of  the  mother  church 
of  1719  three  yea  re,  in  conforming  to  the  "taste"  cstab- 
■Kshed  by  "the  customs  of  the  churches"  in  New  England. 
The  consideration  of  this  petition  was  postponed  until 
next  meeting. 

These  vaned  irregularities  on  tlie  part  of  the  A.  R.  Pres- 
tytery  of  Londonderry  had  (as  has  been  noticed)  grieved 
the  Hynod.  Varied  appliances  (imptied  in  "review  and 
ontroul")  had  been  used  by  the  Superior  Court,  but 
ift  vain.  The  results  were  painfully  obvious;  but  the 
character  and  full  course  of  the  causes  were  but  imper- 
'fectly  comprehended.  As  it  is  now,  Congregationalism 
*aa  then  supposed  to  be  only  a  little  different  from  Pres- 
^terianism — "only  a  little  ditlerence  about  government, 
Jou  know,  yet  substantially  the'  same  " — while  they  are  in 
Iheir  nature,  origin,  influence,  and  tendencies,  irreconcil- 
nfely  antagonistical — the  one  will  root  out  the  other. 

The  clerk  was  appointed  in  1795  to  answer  a  letter,  and 
now,  in  1797,  the  "Rev.  Messre.  Annan,  Toombs  and  Mop- 
■ibon  were  appointed  to  answer  the  address  from  Synod." 
■  History  is  here,  and  at  this  date,  repeating  itself.  The 
iinmbles  which  disturbed  the  peace  of  the  Rev.  Solomoq 
Prentice  forty-five  years  ago,  are  now  reproduced  in  the 
-fegion  of  Newmarket.  Ever  since  the  days  of  the  apostles 
persona  have  been  (at  lenet  at  times )  found,  who  '  creep 
mto  houses  and  lead  captive  those  ailly  ones,"  who  in- 
dulge the  emotional  powers  or  feclines  of  their  minds,  in- 
stead of  "getting  wisdom  and  with  all  their  petting  obtain- 
ing iinder.standing."  As  the  purity  of  Puritanism  waa 
diminished,  so  in  New  England  we  find  this  class  of  ad- 
venturers increased.  The  Rev.  Jonathan  Brown,  when 
silenced  by  Prnsbytery  and  reduced  to  private  member- 
Bhip,  which  he  held  till  the  day  of  his  death,  was  forbidden 
preach,  and  he  obeyed.  Not  so  with  "unruly  and  vain 
"  under  the  auspices  of  the  other  polity.  In  the 
3,  the  "mouths"  of  such  persona  "must  be 
fetopped,"  in  the  other,  the  abettors  of  divers  and  strango 
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doctrines  and  corresponding  practices  may  steal  the  hearts 
of  communities. 

Hence,  we  iiave  on  record,  "  The  Rev.  Mr.  Ewers  IB  com- 
plained of  by  Mr.  Tooraba,  as  encouraging  strap^liiig  per- 
sons, calling  themselves  preachers,  to  the  great  injury  and 
dishonor  of  religion,  in  many  places,  particularly  in  New 
Market" 

"Voted,  unanimously.  That  this  Presbytery  eolemnly 
recommend  to  vacant  churches  under  their  care,  that  they 
encourage  or  employ  no  strangers  as  preachers  among 
them  without  they  see  his  license,  or  anprobation  from 
regular  ministers,  and  that  he  have  a  good  character." 

Few  operations  of  the  soul  are  more  powerful  than  this, 
"  I  would  to  God,  that  all  were,  not  only  almost,  but  alto- 
gether, such  as  I  am,"  and  where  this  has  in  prospect  good 
large  "  loaves  "  and  a  number  of  "  fishes,"  or  even  "  a  piece 
of  money,  or  a  morael  of  bread,"  proselyting  erroristB 
would  be  seldom  out  of  eight,  excepting  for  the  dieciplintt 
of  Christ's  house.  "  Peace  and  good-will  among  men,"  ag 
well  as  "  pure  and  undefiled  religion  before  God,  alike  re- 
quire, all  wlio  are  lawfully  put  in  trust  in  the  minietry," 
to  rebuke  all  such  "  liars,  evil  beasts,  slow-bellies,  sharjuy, 
that  they  may  be  sound  in  the  faith  "  (Tit  i.  12).  By 
neglect  of  this,  the  Province  of  Maine,  where  the  last  Pre* 
bytery  met  in  1791,  has  become,  religiously,  not  unlike  a 
"  waste  howling  wilderness."  And  so  numerous  are  the 
sects  in  the  small  population  of  Rhode  Island  to-day,  that 
there  is  extensively  truth  as  well  as  humor  in  the  sarint, 
"  If  a  man  lose  hia  kind  of  religion,  let  him  go  to  RAoae 
Island  and  he  will  find  it "  among  the  crowd  there,  said 
to  be  some  forty  sects  in  number. 

In  enacting  this  statute,  and  taking  care  that  it  shoald 
be  executed,  where  required,  the  court  "  took  heed  to  ttB 
tlie  flock,  over  the  which  the  Holy  Ghost  had  made  them 
bishops  to  feed  the  church  of  God,"  and  well  would  il  be, 
now  and  hereafter,  for  all  others  in  a  similar  position,  to 
"go  and  do  likewise." 

It  is  one  of  the  peculiarities  of  Presbyterian  church  gov- 
eniment  that,  while  each  has  its  legitimate  field,  sphere 
and  work,  the  courts  have  interest  and  responsibility  yio- 
portionate  to  Uieir  authority.  Hence,  in  these  changes  of 
constitutional  law  and  violation  of  oihcial  vows,  by  the 


Associate  Reformed  Presbytery  of  Londonderry,  the  Synod, 
*nd  through  it  the  denomination,  had  a  painful  interest. 
This  they  manifested.  Hence,  on  the  erection  of  the 
Washington,  N.  Y.,  Presbytery,  on  May  30th,  1794,  Synod 
met  "no  representation  from  the  New  England  Presby- 
tery," and  the  "  Rev.  R.  Annan  was  appointed  to  write  to 
ftem,  requiring  an  account  of  the  state  of  religion  amoi^ 
tem  and  a  deputation  of  a  member,  or  members,  to  repre- 
sent them  in  Synod."  In  1795,  on  May  2]Bt,  Mr.  Annan 
reported  that  he  had  "written  to  tlie  New  England  Pres- 
oytery  but  had  received  no  answer." 

"  The  state  of  that  Presbytery  being  under  considera- 
tion, it  was  stated  that  certain  information  Jiad  been  re- 
*6ived  by  the  members  of  Synod,  that  Watts'  psalms  are 
'(^nerally  used  by  the  members  of  that  Presbytery  in  their 
.^hurches,  that  they  hold  promiscuous  communion  with 
K.ceptionable  denominations;  that  tliey  have  yielded  to 
W»e  town  meetings  several  points  of  Presbyteriul  govern- 
ment, that  for  these  reasons  our  people  are  uneasy  and  re- 
proached.    Appointed  Rev.  Messrs.  Annan,  Mason  and 
Clarke  a  committee,  to  visit  these  bretliren  in  their  con- 
gregations and  deal  witli  tlieni  affectionately,  to  remove 
ail  grounds  of  uneasiness,  and  endeavor  to  prevail  on  them 
,lo  conduct  their  government  and  discipline,  according  to 
ihe  word  of  God  and  the  rules  of  this  church." 

They  were  also  to  be  infonned  by  letter  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  visiting  committee.  The  letter,  written  on 
j'une  1st,  1795,  reads  thus: 

Rev.  AND  DEAR  brethken: — It  pivea  us  no  small  un- 
eafliness  to  hear  of  some  things,  which  have  been  intro- 
duced among  you,  inconsistent  with  the  comely  order  to 
De  observed  in  the  house  of  God.  Some  of  these  are  the 
introduction  of  Watts'  imifnfions  of  the  Psalms  into  the 
■^orship  of  God ;  holding  unnecessary  and  improper  com- 
panion with  other  denominations,  and  in  the  regulation 
tof  your  congregational  afi'airs,  acting  repugnantly  to  the 
^jBpirit  of  Presbyterianism. 
,  "  Hearing  these  reports  in  1794,  we,  by  letter, '  earnestly 
ixequested  your  attendance  at  this  meeting.'  We  are  sorry 
that  you  nave  not  responded.  Our  members  from  the 
Southern  States  come  greater  distances  and  at  greater  cost. 
■your  inconvenience  cannot  excuse  your  constant  neglect 
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of  our  Synodical  meetings.  Yoa  could  not  but  fenoir, 
that  the  use  of  Watts'  imilatioTis  in  the  worship  of  God, 
has  always  met  with  our  disapprobation.  Your  con- 
sistency, while  you  professed  a  connection  with  us,  should 
have  prevented  tliis  innovation,  especially  in  view  of  our 
Judicial  Tediviojiy  as  a  Synod.  Feeling  for  you,  as  mem- 
bers of  the  same  body,  and  anxious,  in  the  Spirit  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  to  reclaim  to  the  path  of  duty  those 
whom  n-e  deem  to  have  gone  astray ;  the  Synod  have  ap- 
pointed and  authorized  a  committee  to  visit  you  before 
their  next  meeting,  who  are  to  inquire  into  the  premises 
and  other  matters  of  grievance,  if  any  such  exist,  and  deal 
with  you  as  the  circumstances  of  the  case  may  demaod. 
We  hope  you  are  not  insensible  of  the  obligation  of  your 
ordination  vows,  when  you  solemnly  engaged  to  be  subor- 
dinate to  the  Synod.  Our  principles  are  now  precisely 
the  same  they  were  at  that  time.  Suffer  us  then,  in  tha 
spirit  and  words  of  the  apostle,  to  beseech  you,  by  the 
name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  ye  all  speak  the  samo 
thing,  that  there  be  no  divisions  among  us,  but  that  we  be 
perfectly  joined  together  in  the  same  mind  and  in  tha 
same  judgment.  "John  Ditni-AP,  Moderator. 

"  Alex.  Dobbin,  Clerk." 

New  York,  May  30th,  1796.  Messrs.  Annan  and  Mason, 
the  committee  appointed  to  visit  our  brethren  in  New 
England,  reported,  "That  several  unexpected  dispensa- 
tions of  Divine  Providence  had  rendered  the  fulfilment  of 
it  impossible.  Reasons  sustained."  "  June  7th,  ap[K)int«l 
the  Rev.  Messrs.  Annan  and  Mason,  with  Ruling  Elden 
Ebenezer  Clarke  and  James  Stephenson,  in  view  of  tlM 
situation  of  that  Presbytery,  to  visit  our,  brethren  in  New 
England." 

The  "situation"  of  that  Presbytery  was,  in  answer 
stated  (by  the  Rev.  William  Morrison),  thus,  on  August 
26th,  1796:  "Distance  renders  personal  interviews  with 
our  Southern  brethren  very  inconvenient;  we  have  tea 
settled  ministers;  we  consider  ourselves  competent  as  a 
judiciary ;  we  are  best  acquainted  with  the  customs,  teoh 
per  and  manners  of  our  churches  and  their  eituatiou  with 
respect  to  other  denominations ;  we  have  voted  to  reply  to 
the  act  of  Synod  respecting  Psalmody  as  injurious  tu  Un 
cause  of  Presbytery  in  New  England. 
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"Your  committee  stating  yoiir  terms  would  gratify  a 
few  and  mortu.lly  wound  others.  Common  observation 
nd  espcrit-nce  concur  with  revelation  in  teaching  us  the 
utceagity  of  governing  a  people  in  a  manner  beet  adiipted 
to  their  circumstances,  Ibr  their  good  and  for  the  honor  of 
nligion.  America  should  have  the  most  generous  and 
baievolent  system  of  religion." 

Here  the  appeal  is  not  "  to  the  law  and  to  the  testi- 
nwn,"  to  the  authority  of  God,  but  to  what  was  adapted  to 
America,  to  the  customs,  temper  and  manners  of  tlieir 
I  Cfauruhcs  and  of  those  around  them  in  New  En^rland. 
I      The  ijynod  met  in  Philadelphia  on  May  29th,  1797; 
I  On  the  iJlst  that  coiinnittee  reported.    The  difficulties  of 
I  gimiK  to  New  England  iijipeared  not  a  little  similar  to  the 
Prtam  of  "  the  Eagle's  W  ing  "  from  mid-ocean.    The  com- 
mittee say  "  That  owing  to  an  evident  interposition  of 
Providence,  the  appointment  was  unfulfilled,"  and  in  tliis 
I  tlie  Synod  acquiesced.     It  would  only  have  been  labor  in 
~  '  I ;  for  pure  worship  and  official  vows,  if  not  sound 
riae  h^  (by  that  date)  been  virtually  swept  away  by 
1  flwxl  of  pine-board  (pew)  patronage.    Annan,  sua- 
Itaimd  by  the  majestic  presence,  fervent  piety  and  match- 
l)(H  eloquence  of  Mason,  would  have  found  the  changes 
Ifartroduccd  by  the  permeating  influences  of  the  "social 
!t"  in  eleven  years,  to  have  made  these  congrega- 
9  the  voice  of  truth,  the  presence  of  principle  and 
.'  B  to  VOWS,  "  08  deaf  as  the  adder." 
K'hftd,  "August  26th.  1796,  ten  settled  ministers — 
Husrs.  Moore,  Ewers,  David  Annan,  Taggart,  Oliver, 
._,  Toombs,   Brewer,   Pidgeon  and  Morrison,"     They 
I  bd  iticreased  from  three  or  four  to  ten.     (Morrison.) 

"A  new  king,  who  knew  not  Joseph,"  was  now,  through 
I  ftt  rapidly  oifTusive  stiniulnnt  ol  the  imitalioiig  in  VOB 
I  (bnrhea  in  New  England,  enthroned  in  the  affections  of 
I  fti  descendants  of  these  "  persecuted  Irish  brethren," 
I  riio  bod  lifted  up  their  sweet  psalms  to  Jehovah  on  the 
I  hoki  of  '*  Westrunning  Brook,"  or  had  made  the  sands 

•  bendi  of  Caseo  ISay,  their  "  place  of  habitation  for 

l^lttilf^ty  God  of  Jacob,"  not  only  by  "  effectual  fervent 
W,  but  by  presenting  to  him  the  emotions  of  their 
I,  M  liioy  were  about  to  enter  the  "  wilderness  "  la  tliat 
(l^alntive  of  all  songs,  the  137tb  Psalm. 


I 


302  HISTORY   OF 

All  this  the  sequel  will  verify,  "A  letter,  stating  tbeir 
views  and  grounds  of  complaint,"  in  the  massive  thoughts 
of  Mason,  was  written  as  an  evidence  of  the  faithful- 
ness of  the  court  to  their  trust,  portions  of  which  I  pre- 
sent. 

After  refemng  to  "reports  of  abuses,"  already  noticed, 
the  efforts  of  appointed  comniittees  to  visit  them  for 
conference,  their  own  motives,  the  unforeseen  "  difficulties 
interposed,"  and  their  personal  disappointment,  they 
say: 

We  have  dona  what  alone  remained  in  our  power,  and 
represent  concisely  in  writing,  with  all  brotherly  affection, 
yet  with  the  most  undisguised  plainness,  a  few  of  tho«» 
subjects  of  complaint,  on  which  we  should  have  remon— 
Btrated  more  largely  face  to  face. 

"  You  cannot  be  ignorant,  brethren,  that  your  discarding 
from  public  worship  the  Psnlms  indited  by  the  Holy 
Ghost,  and  substitutmg  in  their  room  the  composures  of 
men,  is  highly  displeasing  to  the  Synod  and  to  tlte  body 
of  Christiana  under  their  inspection.  Whether  the  use  iM 
such  composures  in  the  public  worship  of  God  be  in  itself 
lawful  or  unlawful,  is  a  question  we  do  not  mean  to  discus, 
because  it  is  a  question  with  which,  at  present,  we  have 
nothing  to  do.  But,  whether  considering  your  relation  to 
the  Synod,  the  edification  of  the  church  of  which  yoa  an 
a  branch,  and  your  obligations  to  support  the  truth  of  the 
gospel,  the  use  of  them  was  allowable  in  you,  is  a  qucstim 
which  demands  your  solemn  regard.  You  certainly  know, 
brethren,  that  the  controversy  about  psalmody  was  warmly 
agitated  both  at  and  before  the  formation  of  your  conneo- 
tion  with  the  Synod. 

"  You  know,  too,  that  they  were  decidedly  and  Ecnlously 
opposed  to  these  innovations  in  the  praises  of  the  church, 
which  have  since  become  fashionable;  and  you  know, also, 
that,  under  the  impression — unaccompanied  with  a  sinde 
doubt— that  you  were  perfectlv  joined  in  one  mind  with 
them,  were  the  vows  of  God  laid  upon  you, 

"  How,  then,  does  your  departure  in  so  material  a  point 
from  the  testimony  of  the  body  to  which  you  belong — from 
the  principles  which,  in  one  of  the  most  serious  niointmls 
of  your  lives,  you  unoquivocaliy  espoused,  and  mlhervnce 
to  which    is  notoriously    impjjcated   In  the   fellowship 
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JoD  as  yet  own — how  does  it  comport  with  your  duty  ? 
How  with  simplicity  and  godly  sincerity?    And  since, 
u  there  is  reason  to  believe,  your  firmness  might  have 
prevented  the  evil,  how  does  your  yielding  at  the  ex- 
pense of  your  professed  convictions  consist  with  the  obli- 
gation to  obey  God  rather  than  man,  and  with  your  engage- 
oients  not  to  follow  any  devisive  courses  by  complying 
with  the  defections  of  the  times?    Finally,  as  this  step,  so 
important  in  its  nature  and  extensive  in  its  consequences, 
iWs  taken  without  endeavoring  to  oblain  the  consent  of 
Synod,  without  asking  their  advice,  without  so  much  as 
■oquainting  them  with   those  circumstances  which  are 
thot^ht  to  plead  in  its  favor ;  liow  is  it  reconcilable  with 
»  decent  deference  to  that  judicatory  to  wliich  you  have 
dcHlicratcly  promised  subjection  in  the  Lord? 

■■  Hut  apart  from  this,  your  proceedings,  brethren,  have 
grtally  marred  general  edification.  We  are  all  members 
one  of  another;  and  there  is  no  muxini  in  Christian  pru- 
tinitiala  more  sound  and  useful  than  this — that  in  matters 
of  liberty,  the  edification  of  the  whole  niuot  Ite  preferred 
to  the  pre<lilections  of  a  part. 

"You  will  notprctend  that  you  were  bound  in  conscience 
tffl  tlirow  away  the  Psalms  of  the  book  of  God.  It  was, 
then,  nl  best  a  question  of  expediency,  anil  we  cannot  but 
luut-nt  that  in  determining  it  no  regard  has  been  paid  to 
ttedesin-s,  to  the  feelings,  to  the  conscience  of  by  far  the 
^  A  of  your  brethren. 

Wm   this  conduct  tender?    Was  it  Christian?    Its 

1«  have  been  deplorable.     Many  who  love  'the  truth 

is  in  Jt«us'  are  alarmed,  lest  what  has  hitherto  hap- 

ix  hut  a  prelude  to  deviations  more  unscriptural  and 

The  ^5ynod  on  your  account  have  lain  under  odium, 

n  those  who  lie  in  wait  for  their  halting,  but 

number  of  their  own  people.    Confidence  in 

ity  and  in  their  faithfulness  is,  of  course,  dimin- 

goo<l  cause  of  God  and  his  truth  in  tlieir 

ionably  suffers.     They  have  already  preju- 

to  combat ;  and  it  was  not  kind  to  strengthen 

aa   by   furnishing    even    the    candid   with 

objection. 

re,  we  beseech  you,  brethren,  to  refleetj  that 
on  which  the  plan  you  have  adopted  is  too 
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■commonly  defended,  renders  your  adoptionof  it  peculiarly 
unhappy. 

"  It  ia  justly  deemed  an  esseiitiitl  doctrine  of  Christianity, 
that  believers  in  every  sige  and  under  every  dispensation 
have  one  feith ;  thnt  whotlier  the  revelation  of  the  way  of 
life  be  more  complete  or  partial,  more  clear  or  obBcure. 
they  obtain  pardon  of  sin.  enjoy  access  to  a  reconciletj 
God,  and  rejoice  in  the  hope  of  glory,  through  faith  in 
'  the  blood  of  s]>rinklin'!.'     But  by  many  whose  numbers 
continually  increase,  that  glorious  trutli  is  presumptoousiy 
denied — denied  for  the  express  purpose  of  exploding  as 
unfit  for  Christian  worship  the  Psalms,  which  Jesus  liatn  . 
bequeathed  unto  his  cliurch.    As  this  notion  is  becoming 
prevalent,  it  is  the  duty  of  all  who  would  'earnretly  con- 
tend for  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints,'  to  set  tbeir 
faces  like  flints  against  its  progress ;  and  it  is  with  infinite 
regret  that  the  Synod  see  so  important  a  part  of  theu'  body 
felling  into  the  course  which  it  is  propagated  to  promole, 
.and  thus  sanctioning  an  error  which,  in  their  judgment, 
atands  in  open  contradiction  to  the  experience  of  Christians, 
is  fundamentally  subversive  of  the  doctrine  of  redemption, 
And  gives  the  lie  direct  to  the  Spirit  of  the  living  God. 

"But  beside  this  innovation  itself,  the  manner,  brethren, 
in  which  it  was  effected  is  another  cause  of  serious  dis- 
satisfaction. 

"  If  the  Synod  are  rightly  informed,  the  Psalms  of  th» 
Bible  were  laid  aside  and  their  substitute  introduced  by 
the  vote  of  a  lovm  meeting.  You  are  no  less  sensible  thui 
ourselves  that  this  was  not  only  prostrating  at  thefeetfrf, 
the  multitude  the  Scriptural  authority  of  judicatories,  Ik* 
■what  is  yet  worse,  was  allowing  a  civil  corporation  tt 
meddle  with  the  interior  and  spiritual  arrangements  of  thf 
church. 

"  The  evil  and  offence  are  aggravated  by  the  little  reaisfc 
ance  which  even  the  ministers  of  the  word  made  to  * 
jneasure  not  less  dangerous  as  a  precedent  than  coi 
its  principle.  It  rests  with  your  consciences,  bretl 
vindicate  your  conniving  at  an  open  sacrifice  of  the 
order,  which  you  have  professed,  and  still  do  profa^l 
eeive  as  the  institution  of  your  Master  in  heaven;  W 
violence  offered  by  a  political  body  to  his  glorious  H< 
Ahip — of  which,  as  fiur  as  your  olEcialagency  is  coucemed, 
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[  Jon  have  sworn  to  be  the  !3:i]ardiang — connived  at  them 

*    without   one   manful    6trugp;Ie,  and   especially  when   the 

L  probability  is  that  your  judidal  interference,  prudently 

Attd  &ithiully  directud,  wituld  have  preserved  both  the 

B)nn)gative  of  your  Lord  from  invasion  and  big  appoint- 

lente  from  insult 

The  whole  of  our  expostulations,  brethren,  are  framed 

f  Kcording  to  our  best  infonoation.    If  in  anything  we 

I  tnng  you,  it  is  without  design.     But  should  this  be  the 

CISC,  the  fault  is  your  own,  atid  our  very  mistake  would 

Nrroboratti  exceedingly  the  last  reason  of  complaint  on 

IMhich  we  shall  now  insist,  and  this  is,  your  haoitual  re- 

B  in  attendins;  on  meetings  of  Synod. 

<  "Vdu  will  not  dispute  that,  humanly  speaking,  the 

Icspectability,    usefulness,    and    efficacy  of   Presbyterial 

I  ^ovemment  depend  materially  on  the  regular  and  harmo- 

I  iuotia  co-ojieration  of  its  judicatories,  and  that  its  move- 

'flare  impeded  and  its  system  disordered  in  propor- 

U  this  co-operation  is  Iruatrated. 

"By  neglecting,  therefore,  the  meetings  of  Synod,  you 

•  not  only  failed  in  your  own  duty,  hut  have  emnar- 

ied  Uiem  in  doing  theirs.     Your  distance  from  the  cen- 

llpsrtsof  the  country  may  indeed  exempt  from  constant 

'taitance,  hut  it  is  a  very  insufficient  apology  for  per- 

ahscncc.     Our  Redeemer,  it  is  true,  will  have  mercy 

d  not  sacrifice ;  but  he  has  not  put  mercy  and  sacrifice 

IttlitfTial  war ;  and  it  is  but  a  discouraging  symptom,  if  his 

II  called  to  act  in  his  name  upon  the  largest 

I  which  their  connections   permit,  ordinarily  prefer 

irotm  conx-eniencQ  to  his  honor.    You  have  been  for 

a  time  so  numerous,  that  by  visiting  the  Synod  two  by 

(h  if  no  more,  you  might  make  it  a  very  easy,  as  it  ought 

I  a  vt-ry   pleasant,  task.    Others  of  your  brethren 

1,  although  at  double  your  distance  and  through 

MibUi  your  diffieulties.     From  every  Presbyteir  on  the 

8ume  usually  come  up  to  Synod,  but  mim  the 

'  of  Sew   England.     Jmjuiries  are  anxiously 

I  not  a  single  member  nor  a  single  official  doeu- 

s  to  answer  tliein.    The  Synod  can  leam  the 

r  affairs  only  from  detached  fragments  of  in- 

D  or  from  uncertain  rumors. 

"Jtor  is  this  a  recent  complaint — it  is  of  years'  standing. 
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The  Synod  have  time  after  time  caused  their  requests  to  b( 
communicated  to  tlie  Presbytery  in  writing,  and  their  re- 
queata  have  been  passed  over  in  contumelious  silence. 

"They  have  been  treated  with  this  indignity,  even  wher 
their  communications  specified  the  evil  reports  against  th> 
Presbytery,  and  earnestly  solicited  thereon  direct,  candid 
and  explicit  information.  We  leave  it  to  your  own  sens 
of  decorum,  not  to  aay  of  rectitude,  whether  this  is  thi 
carriage  which,  ftom  your  engagements,  tliey  have  a  righ 
to  expect. 

"  Such,  brethren,  is  a  sketch  of  the  representation  we 
would  have  made  in  conference,  had  the  Lord  permitted 
We  have  not  consciously  misstated  the  sentiments  of  our 
brethren  among  ministers  or  people ;  and  it  is  not  less  our 
duty  to  you,  than  to  ourselves,  to  them  and  to  our  com- 
mon Lord,  to  tell  you,  without  flattery  or  concealment,  tha 
real  light  in  which  your  proceedings  are  viewed.  For  oar 
own  parts,  we  will  rejoice  with  thanksgiving,  should  W8 
have  mistaken  facts,  or  erred  in  opinion ;  and  our  joy  will 
be  full,  should  the  removal  of  all  just  grounds  of  uneasiness 
enable  us  to  '  keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit,  in  the  bond  of 
peace,  striving  together  for  the  faith  of  the  gosjiel.' 

"We  entreat,  therefore,  that,  on  mature  consideration Oi 
this  letter,  a  copy  of  which  is  preserved  for  synodical  p6- 
msal,  the  Presbytery,  besides  sending  some  of  their  mem- 
bers, will  transmit,  in  writing,  to  the  Synod,  to  be  laid 
before  them  at  their  meeting  in  Philadelphia,  on  the  last 
Monday  in  May  next,  a  correct  account  of  their  worehift 
discipline,  communion  and  other  matters  relative  to  rel^ 
ioua  concerns.  And  we  trust,  that  if  the  union  of  tli9 
church  is  dear  to  their  hearts — if  the  vows  of  subordinBj 
tion  are  esteemed  binding — if  the  authority  of  the  Lord' 
Jesus  Christ  hath  any  commanding  influence — and  UK 
edification  of  his  body  is  an  object  of  desire,  the  intreaty 
will  meet  with  prompt  and  pointed  compliance. 

"Now,  that  the  Lord  himself  may  direct  our  way  in 
dom  a,nd  in  righteousness,  revealing  to  us  the  path  of  C  , 
and  giving  us  grace  to  walk  therein;  without  turning asidsij 
either  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left,  is  the  prayer  of  yw' 
brethren.  "Eobeht  Ansan, 

"  Jno.  M.  Mason. 

"Janiuxry  24, 1797." 
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This  promjited  a  reply,  written  by  the  moderator,  which 
1  tit  received  in  Synod  on  May  30,  1707,  and  which  stated 
L  "that  they  had  received  the  letter  at  too  late  a  date  to  he 
I  liid  before  Presbytery,  or  to  have  any  member  or  mcnibers 
I  iReod  Synod ;  but  that  Presbytery  were  to  meet  in  a  short 
Ktiine,  when  the  letter  would  be  laid  before  them,  which  he 
B  tis  solicitous  should  be  treated  with  due  respect,  and  that 
■be intends  to  come  to  the  next  meeting  of  Synod." 
i    On  June  II,  1798,  at  Philadelphia,  the  Synod  were  in- 
rlimied  that  the  Rev.  William  Morrison  waa  providentially 
■  prevented  from  being  present — and  as  they  had  not  sufh- 
'mt  evidence  of  the  true  position  of  affairs,  so  as  to  come 
k  final  decision,  the  case  was  deferred,  aud  the  Rev. 
t  Annan  was  appointed  to  write  to  the  Pi'esbytery. 
e  next  two  annual  meetings  no  representative  of  the 
ibytery  appeared,  and  Mr.  Annan  reported  that,  to  his 
,  sent  to  tlie  Presbytery,  he  had  "  received  no  reply." 
)  letter  of  January  24, 1797,  galvanized  the  Presby- 
jr  a  little,  and  at  their  meeting  in  Londonderry,  on  Sep- 
ober  6, 1797,  it  waa  "  Voted,  That  Mr.  Morrison,  as  agent, 
raid  attend  the  Svnod  in  Philadelphia,  to  see  whether 
luld  he  beneBcia"!  to  dissolve  the  connection  that  sub- 
J  hrtween  them  and  the  Presbytery,  and  that  his  desk 
Bid  }ie  BUpplied  for  four  Sabbaths  in  his  absence." 
Tlis  Appointment,  as  we  have  seen,  he  was  "  providen- 
Uljf  prevented  from  "  fulfilling,  and  the  ppecific  character 
'•heir  Pr^byterianism  was  now  very  estenaively  changed, 
y  Morrison  and  Ta^art  appear  to  have  had  a  training 
Presbyterians,  after  the  type  of  McGregor,  senior,  ana 
^cad.    Some  of  the  other  members,  educated  amidst 
jalional  surroundings  and  associations,  had  taken 
T  mild  form  of  Presby terinnism ;  while  others,  who 
«cn  alwa3'a  Congregationalista.  assumed  this  polity 
V  it  would  be  lo  them  an  advantage  to  officiate  in  a 
tcriaii  congregation.    The  forms  were  in  the  mean- 
nerved,  but  in  a  free  and  easy  way,  as  they  virtually 
i  advantage,  authority,  or  even  the  very  exist- 
lynod,  which  might  not  allow  them  to  inlroduca 
J  into  the  house  of  God — by  a  vote  on  town 
_•,  when  thev  elected  in  the  same  manner  their 
Mpers.  fence-viewers  and  dog-killers  for  the  year. 
1  this,  although  the  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
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ChTirch  in  the  United  States  (formed  in  1789)  had  never 
had  nny  control  in  New  England,  yet,  in  the  changes 
which  it  had  borrowed  from  Congregationalism  in  rtfer- 
ence  to  Wutta'  imitations  and  hymns,  not  a  few  in  this 
Presbytery  had  a  growing  deliglit. 

From  1774,  when  Baldwin  was  smitten  with  the  "felt 
want,"  which  has  now  for  &  century  been  the  "  harp  of  a 
thousand  strings,"  with  all  sectarian  poetical  innovators 
who  want  new  poems,  "  ta«te  "  and  "  culture  "  have  had- 
an  increasing  ascendency  over  Divine  autiiority,  and  Uiey — 
became  a  power  in  the  Associate  Reformed  Presbytery  of" 
New  England.     Hence  she  was  now  coquetting  with  th«=f. 
larger  body,  and  on  October  9, 1799  (present,  seven  minim 
tera  and  six  elders)  "  Voted,  To  obtain  and  peruse  tb^a 
Confession  of  Faith  of  the  Synod  of  New  York  and  Pbili^- 
delphia  of  May  16, 1788,  and  to  prepare  our  minds  on  tik« 
propriety  of  adopting  it  lis  the  constitution  of  ttiis  Prcsby^ 
tery  at  their  next  meeting." 

In  1799  Mr.  Annan  was  again  appointed  to  write  to  tbii 
Presbytery,  and  in  1800  informed  the  Synod  that  he  tud 
done  fio,  and  had  received  no  reply.  No  member  ap- 
peared in  Synod  in  1801  from  it,  and  on  May  30lh,  lit 
Philadelphia,  we  find  on  the  records  of  Synod  this  minute: 
"After  serious  and  mature  deliberation,  the  following  reso- 
lution was  adopted : 

"  Whereas,  the  Presbytery  of  Londonderry  has  for  mv- 
eral  years  been  in  a  state  of  virtual  separation  from  thb 
Synod,  entirely  n^lecting  attendance  thereon  niid  due 
subordination  thereto;  an<l,  Whereas,  the  repealed  at- 
tempts of  this  Synod  to  obtain  from  said  Presbytery  infor 
mation  of  its  condition  and  procedure  and  a  compliance 
with  the  order  of  Presbyterial  church  government,  as  main- 
tainod  by  the  Associate  Reformed  Church,  have  proved 
abortive;  therefore, 

"Resolved,  That  this  Synod  no  longer  consider  the  said 
Presbytery  of  Londonderry  as  in  tlieir  connection,  «id  da 
hereby  disclaim  all  rosponsibitity  for  any  of  iu  trans- 
actions. 

"Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  said  resolution  be  tran&mitted 
to  the  Presbytery. 

"Alexandkh  Pkouhfit,  ftloderator, 
"John  McJimsey,  Clerk." 
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"1802,  October  22d,  the  said  clork  reported  that  he  had 
I  baiwniitled  to  the  moderator  of  the  Presbytery  of  London- 
I  issny  the  resolution  of  Synod  concerning  tliem." 
I  TnUB,  after  a  history  of  about  twenty  years,  we  see  the 
1  process  of  assimilation  to  their  surroundingB  completing 
'  1i  operation,  and  the  Presbyterian  version  of  the  Psalms 


fe  now,  after  expressing  the  joys  and  Borrows  of  the  hearts 
( thousands  of  God's  people,  cast  (excepting  in  godly 
bmilies)  "  to  the  moles  and  to  the  hats."   For  about  eighty 


JCU8  these  songs  of  Jeiiovah  (Psalm  cxxxvii.  4)  iustru- 
Bantally  increased  the  faith  and  strengthened  the  hearts 
ofthe  "  persecuted  Irish  brethren  "  and  their  descendants; 
knt  the  same  "imitations"  which   had  worm-eaten  the 

Bay  State  version,"  and  punctured  it  to  death  in  the 
pnnouB  generation,  and  also  increasingly  bleached  the 
tmh  out  of  the  creeds  and  godliness  out  of  the  lives  of 
ttw  offspring  of  the  Purittms,  now  supplanted  the  "  hj'mna 
ud  spiritual  songs  "  of  God  the  Holy  Ghost  ill  both  ver- 
■OOB,  from  the  St.  Croix  to  the  Connecticut. 

We  now  return  to  the  transactions  of  tlie  PrcBbj"tery, 
aid  find  that  at  Ijondonderry,  on  Septtiiiber  6,  I?!)?, 
*Sidmmt,  Annan,  Morrison,  Toomba,  Dana,  Brown,  Oliver 
4d  Pidgeon,  ministers,  with  seven  ruling  elders,  and  that' 
Itr.  Messrs.  Moor,  Whipple  and  Bodclily  sat  as  corre- 
^ndentx." 

At  ttie  same  time  it  would  appear  that  the  Rev.  Mr. 
JBoddily  must  have  been  a  nieniber  of  Presbytery,  for  ft 
flrt  of  the  minutes  reads  thus :  The  "  re|>ort  of  the  com- 
9BIM  to  instal  Mr.  Boddily  was  considered,  and  the  act 
if  the  committee  declared  to  be  valid."  "Mr.  Walter 
iJHle,  a  candidate  for  licensure,  was  then  examined  and 
M^iurd  trials,"  and  at  Pelham,  on  May  17, 1798,  after  a 
Wlnwlory  examination,  he  was  licensed. 

An  item  at  I»ndonderry,  October  31,  1798,  is  not  easily 
tndeMood:  "Mr.  Bwldijy  petitioned  to  be  admitted  a 
tanbur  of  Presbytery,  an<i  was  admitted."  He  was,  aliove 
•■y««r  before,  instidled  in  the  Second  Church,  Newhury- 
tw^  which  liiid  i)een  organized  by  Presbytery  in  Octolier, 
»%  "Thu  Second  Churcli  and  parish  in  Ncwhury  re- 
VHted  to  bo  received  into  Presbytery.  The  eoncri^'ation 
■m  nc«ive<l,  and  a  call  from  them  for  Mr.  Toi>nil>s  was 
^Meotetl  to  oltD ;  be  declared  bis  acceptance  of  it,  and  hiq 
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inataDation  waa  appointed  to  take  place  on  November  28tli, 
which,  notwithstanding  a  remonstrance,  was  then  aud 
there  effected. 

At  their  meeting  at  Derry,  on  June  12,  1799,  a  request 
for  the  assistance  of  Rev,  Messre,  Brown  and  Boddily  to 
ordain  a  Mr.  Slea  (a  Congregatioualist)  at  Bytield,  was 
made,  "  which  Presbyterj'  does  not  grant." 

At  "  Newhuryport,  October  9, 1799 — Read  a  letter  from 
the  committee  of  tlie  New  Hampshire  convention  on  the 
necessity  of  sending  ministers  to  tlie  frontiers  of  that  Stat» 
to  preach,"  Rev.  Messrs-  Morrison  and  Dana  were  ap- 
pointed to  answer  it  and  report  to  Presbytery. 

At  this  meeting  it  was  ascertained  that  tlie  Rev.  David 
Annan  bad  become  so  immoral  that  Presbytery  now  com- 
menced those  investigations  by  which  he  waa  eventually 
deposed  from  the  ministry. 

At  Londonderry,  June  11,  1800,  sederunt,  eight  ministers 
and  eight  elders.  On  the  appointment  of  the  ordination 
of  Mr.  Little,  to  take  place  in  Antrim  in  September,  wbib 
this  Presbytery  would  not  grant  the  request  that  at  t^ 
ordination  of  Mr.  Slea  at  Bylield,  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Brown 
and  Boddily  might  assist,  and  lend  their  iibre  of  apostolia 
succession — yet,  they  now  formally  request  the  Rev.  Mesan. 
"  Barnes  of  Hillsboro,  Bradford  of  Francestown,  and  Pago 
of  Hancock  to  assist  at  his  ordination." 

The  light  of  the  nineteenth  century  had  now  dawned, 
the  consistency  of  the  previous  one  waa  "  behind  the  age, 
Congregationalism  was  increasingly  in  the  ascendant,  UM 
at  its  shiine  a  peace  offering  waa  to  be  itnmolktfld. 
Whether  they  formed  a  part  "  of  the  Presbytery  "  who  laid 
hands  on  him  or  not,  does  not  appear,  yet  the  record  of 
September  2, 1300,  reads  thus: 

"  Met  to  ordain  Mr.  Little.  Wlien  called  to  deliver  hi* 
popular  sermon  he  said  that  he  had  dail^  to  attend  fan- 
eruls, sometimes  two  to  four  in  a  day^  to  visit  a  number  at 
sick  persons,  and  he  hoped  the  Presbytery  would  be  ao 
kind  as  excuse  him  for  tbese  reasons.  Excused  accord- 
ingly.   Examined  him  and  ordained  him." 

At  "  Londonderry,  June  9th,  1801,  the  Constitution  of 
the  General  Assembly  was  considered,  and  a  continued 
attention  to  it  was  recommended  to  the  c-hurclies  under 
their  care,  with  a  vieir  of  its  being  adopted  with  some  few 
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exceptions,  at  the  first  meeting  of  Presbytery."  "  Preaby- 
tmal  sermons  are  in  future  to  be  the  subject  of  mutual 
[^T&1«  criticism." 

On  June  yth,  1802,  Mr.  David  McGregor  was  licensed, 
■od  the  Kev.  Mr.  Taggart  applied  for  a  certificate  of  min- 
ViKml  gtnnding.  Trials  were  assigned  to  Mr.  Matthew 
Tiylor,  The  Rev,  Mr.  Dana  was  directed  to  obtain  for 
Ble  and  dLstribution  eighteen  copies  of  the  Constitution 
ofthe  General  Asaembly. 

Although  this  was  done,  yet  many  of  the  people  had 
Md  in  an  old  book, "  Meddle,not  with  them  that  are  givea 
to  change,"  and  when,  on  October  13th,  they  met,  the 
twoid  runs  thus : 

"Will  the  Presbytery  now  adopt  the  General  Assembly's 
Conetitution  in  toto  ?  It  was  negatived,  and  they  adopted 
i( in  substance  as  a  directory." 

They  were  still  unprepared  to  "explicitly  unite  with 
■Oy  particidar  Synod  and  with  the  Assembly  at  the  Sonth- 
*ir«l."  On  June  8th,  1808,  they  considered  the  "official 
tocunicnta  of  a  Rev.  Mr.  Giles,  and  on  a  rcqueot  from  the 
ffid  Church  in  Ncwburj'port,  they  voted  to  induct  him 
«  "  in  July.  When  the  time  came,  they  found  that  he 
'Vude  some  difference  on  the  subject  of  baptism  from 
^wbyterians."  yet  "they  installed  him." 

On  July  19th  a  Rev.  Mr.  Colby,  it  was  appointed,  should 
•  tnstalled  in  Chester,  but  when  the  day,  the  12th  of  Oc- 
"bir.  came,  a  Mr.  D.  Baker,  of  Pembroke,  tabled  a  cora- 
alnt  against  him.  Yet,  as  the  pastoral  relation  between 
in  too  that  town  had,  by  a  "result  of  council,"  been 
WOlved,  "  Mr.  Baker's  complaint  and  that  of  Pembroke 
nt  dismissed  as  disorderly,"  and  he  was  on  the  next 
tkt  installed  in  Chester. 

This  Presbytery  cannot  consistently  grant  the  Goffs- 

~  I  raqnest,  considered  as  a  Presbyterian  incorporation, 

"-B  m  that  capacity  they  had  united  with  the  Congre- 

d  incorporation  in  Goflstown,  in  the  call  and  seltle- 

miof  Mr.  Morrellas  the  minister  of  both  incorporiitlons." 

i  Ur.  Robert  Heath  Nnyes  was  now  examined  and  taken 

""  '«r  lh(!  care  of  Presbvterv.     At  Londonderry,  on  June 

I,  IMM,  Bedford  presented  a  call  for  Mr.  David  Mc- 

iir«  to  the  Presbyterians  in  "  Petcrboro,  a  c«ti6cate 
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from  the  clerk  of  that  town  was  read,  and  they  wcti 
allowed  the  use  of  the  church  one  Sahbath  in  the  year  fo 
cominunion  in  Presbyterian  form,"  yes,  positively  allowet 
to  use  their  father's  property  and  their  own,  as  Presbyte 
rians,  one  Sabbath  in  the  year.  But  tbia  was  not  all 
Unwilling  as  the  Presbyterians  were  to  forego  the  ose  ol 
their  property,  their  elders  must  not  any  longer  "  distin 
guish  things  which  differ  "  in  relation  to  the  Lord's  table 
For,  "  Presbytery  recommended  to  the  Peterboro  churcl 
to  admit  to  occasional  communion  all  regular  members  ol 
Congregational  churches."     / 

This  not  only  shews,  that  "the  things  which  (then)  re 
mained  were  rciidy  to  die,"  but  that  promiscuous  commv 
nion  had  not  been  hitherto  practised.  At  this  meeting  tt 
Key.  Andrew  Oliver  demitted  his  pastoral  charge  of  Pe 
ham.  They  gave  to  him  a  certificate  of  good  standirj 
and  promised  him  a  hearing  tliere  again  in  October  follow 
ing.  At  Argyle,  N.  Y.,  on  October  15th,  1804,  he  infornn© 
the  Associate  Presbytery  of  Cambridge,  that  he  "  laboreo 
under  difficulties  in  his  mind  for  some  time  past,  respect- 
ing hie  connection  with  the  Presbytery  of  Londonderiy, 
and  had  resolved  to  leave  them  and  join  the  Assooiuw 
S3'nod  of  North  America.  After  hearing  him  fully  he  was 
admitted  and  assigned  places  in  which  to  preach."  Hi 
returned  to  Pelham  in  November,  1804,  and  broke  his 
pledge  to  the  Associate  Presbytery. 

Consequently,  on  hia  representation  and  petition  to 
Presbytery,  in  November,  1805,  they  wrote  to  liiro,  and 
chai^  him  with  leaving  his  religious  profession  irregularly, 
and  cite  him  to  appear  at  Argyle  on  a  day  specified,  in 
February,  1806.  At  that  date  he  did  not  attend,  and  they 
sent  him  a  summons  to  appear  at  their  next  meeting,  at 
Florida,  N.  Y.,  on  May  5th,  1806.  This  did  not  brinJ 
him ;  and  on  October  12th,  1807,  at  Florida,  they  agreefl 
to  ask  the  advice  of  their  Synod  in  his  case. 

On  June  13th,  1804,  Alexander  Conkey  was  taken  und^ 
care  as  a  student  in  theology. 

The  town  of  Bedford  concurred  in  calling  Mr.  Daiid 
McGregor,  and  he  was  ordained  and  installed  there  on 
September  6th,  1804.  To  aid  the  Presbytery,  ihough 
eight  ministers  and  ten  elders  were  present  when  the  SP" 
pointmentiS  were  made  in  June,  they  "invited  Rev.  Mesai*  ! 
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Bumap  and   Barnard  to  be  at  Bedford   as  correspond- 

its." 

At  Deny,  on  October  4th,  1S04,  the   Rev.  Jonathan 

rown  was  released  from  liis  chaise.  He  was  then  offici- 
iJly  reprehended  and  admonished  by  the  moderator.  On 
hitoffn  request,  the  Eev.  Waiter  Little  was  then  released 
(rom  the  pastorate  of  Antrim,  N.  H..  and  on  June  12th, 
JS05,  he  was  dismissed  and  recommended  to  the  Associate 
Bdbrmed,  Washington,  N.  Y,,  Presbytery. 

At  this  meeting  a  call  from  Windham  for  a  Mr.  Harris, 
of  Fitchbur^h,  wjis  sustained  as  regular ;  and  on  October 
Ml,  when  twelve  ministers  and  fifteen  ruhng  elders  formed 
tte  court,  he  was  examined,  ordained  and  installed  there. 

AtNewburyport,  oii  December  4th,  1805,  "the  Rev,  Mr. 
a&nt  stated,  that  he  had  joined  the  Associate  Presbytery 
'Cf  Cambridge  prematurely,  as  they  would  not  give  him  a 
Cntifieate  (for  no  other  reason,  but  because  he  had  sung 
M.  Watts'  psalms  and  hymns  in  public  worship),  and  lie 
ttnt  lequested  readmission." 

He  was  by  no  means  the  only  man  under  vows  to  pre- 
Bit  to  God  "  a  pure  offering  "  in  praise,  who  lias  employed 
'Ihe  enticing  words  of  man's  wisdom  in  preference  to  the 
Voidti  which  the  Holy  Uhoat  teacheth."  He  was  not  only 
Mdmitt<-d  but  was  promised  to  receive,  when  he  might 
•A  it,  "  a  new  certificate  to  any  of  the  General  Assembly 
ItwbyttTies."  The  Rev.  Mr.  Toombs,  at  this  date,  re- 
liSMa  hU  pastoral  charge. 

H«  WttK  'furnished  with  a  certificate  to  the  Presbytery 
Jif  Oalumbia,  N.  Y.,  or  any  other  one  belonging  to  the 
'nml  Assembly." 

hX  New  Boston,  on  February  25th,  1S06,  a  call  from  that 

nBegation  for  Mr.  Ephraim  P.  Bradford  was  sustained, 

H  on  the  '26th  he  was  examined,  ordained  and  there  iu* 

lUtd  by  Presbytery. 

On  June  11th  Preabvterv  met  at  Derry  West,  and  again 
liPisUiain,  on  September  Sd,  when  papers  were  presented 
ndsome  ordinarv  business  was  done. 

At  Derry,  rm  June  10th,  1807,  Mr.  McConkie  was  dis- 
--Mwd  in  good  standing,  while  "Mr.  Pidgeon  was  pub- 
W  and  solemnly  reprehemled." 

ftey,  by  this  date,  had  ani|de  opportunity,  ns  pastors 
congregations,  toexamiuu  the  standards  of  the  Geiir 
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eral  Assembly,  and  their  minutes  state:  "Appointed  Rev. 
Messrs.  Morrison,  McGregor  and  Bradford,  to  represent 
this  Presbytery  in  Albany  Synod  next  October,  at  Coopers- 
town,  N.  Y." 

Not  heeding  the  Divine  injunction,  "lay  hands  sud- 
denly on  no  man,"  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Pidgeon,  his  con- 
duct produced  trouble.     He  was  accused  of  improprie- 
ties  by  a  young  woman,  and  was  dismissed  on  July  16th, 
1807,  from  Hampton.     By  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  take  the  evidence  of  Jane  Clarkson,  of  Neir- 
buryport,  his  guilt  was  established,  and  at  Derry  West,  on 
June  8th,  1808,  the  Presbytery  suspended  him  from  tiie 
ministry.    On  September  28th,  on  the  strength  of  papeiB 
from  Mmot,  in  Maine,  he  was  restored  "  to  private  churdi 
membership,  and  if  Minot  wish  him  to  preach,  he  may  do 
so  till  next  meeting."    "  The  moderator  was  appointed  to 
inform  the  town  of  Minot  of  the  rem.U  of  Presoyteiyon 
this  subject."    Finally,  on  June  14th,  1809,  their  record 
states :  "  Restored  Mr.  Pidgeon  to  the  ministry  for  one 
year."    Joseph  was  not  his  patron  saint,  he  "  fell  into  re- 
proach," and  wounded  his  Saviour  "in  the  house  ofhii 
jtiends." 

At  Derry  West,  October  14th,  1807,  a  call  from  Antrim 
for  Mr.  John  M.  Whiton  was  sustained,  and  on  September 
28th,  1808,  he  was  ordained  and  installed  in  that  town. 
At  their  meeting  on  the  14th  of  October,  1807,  a  letter 
from  Rev.  Dr.  John  Smith  was  received  "  on  the  union  of 
the  church  of  Hanover  with  the  Presbytery,"  from  which 
it  may  be  fairly  inferred,  that  (as  represented  above)  the 
Presbytery  of  Grafton  no  longer  existed.  Consequaitljr, 
on  June  8th,  1808,  "  Granted  the  request  of  the  church  tt 
Dartmouth  College  to  form  a  connection  with  this  ft* 
bytery." 

At  this  date,  "appointed  the  stated  meetings  to  he  in  »■ 
tation,  excepting  at  Coleraine  and  Dartmouth  Ckillege; 
there  they  will  be  specially  appointed."  ' 

In  April,  1809,  Litchfield  ftas  received  into  the  Presby- 
tery. On  request  of  the  town,  a  Mr.  Kennedy  was,  on  ttiB 
12th,  ordained  and  installed  there. 

At  Bedford,  Presbytery  met  and  v/na  constituted,  when 
eight  ministers  and  eight  elders  formed  the  court,  on  June 
14th,  1809.    "  Presbytery  declare  the  people  of  Pelbam  te 
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Dconatant,  and  dismiss  the  Rev.  Mr.  Brainard  from 
1,  to  take  oltice  on  the  14th  of  September  next,  if  they 
up  his  full  salary  till  then  and  S2oU  in  addition.  If 
do  not  pay,  he  continues  tliere  till  ne.\t  meeting," 
1 15tb,  "  Voted,  to  send  a  delegation  to  Albany  Synod, 
.  powers  to  negotiate  a  connection." 
(New  Boston,  on  October  25th,  1809,  Presbyterj'  met. 
rwU,  Morrison,  Dana,  McGregore,  Harris,  Bradford, 
Ion,  and  Kennedy,  ministers,  with  ruling  elders  Aiken, 
KS,  Oraig,  Duncan,  Dinsmore,  and  McNeil ;  corre- 
idoite,  licv.  Messrs.  Chupin  and  Bradford,  of  Frances- 
L  *'  Mr,  Walker,  a  student,  preached  a  probationary 
lurBe."  "  R«ad  a  vot«  of  the  tieneral  Association  of 
\.,  and  appointed  the  Moderator  to  answer  it.  Ap- 
ed of  Mr.  Walker's  discourse,  and  licensed  him  to 
^  the  gospel. " 

ftober  26th,  1809,  attended  to  the  result  of  the  mission 
^thia  Presbytery  to  the  Synod  of  Albany.  Read  the 
rtof  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Synod  to  confer 
fOur  delegates.     Rev.  Daniel  Dana  was  appointed  our 

Ette  to  the  General  Assembly,  to  meet  at  Pliiladelphia 
y  next  (ISIO),  Rev.  Wni.  Morrison  to  be  his  alternate. 
^ytery  to  supply  his  desk  four  days  during  his  ab- 

utpointed  the  next  meeting  to  be  in  Newburyport,  on 
|bst  Wednesday  in  May  next,  the  Rev,  Mr.  Kennedy 
**"  it  with  a  sermon."  The  Rev.  Moses  Baldwin,  who 
led  in  Palmer  on  June  17th,  1761,  was  dismissed 
19th,  ISll,  and  then  the  church  became  a  Congrega- 
■    twicty. 

end  the  existing  records  of  the  second  Presbytery 

Jonderry,    They  were  continued  subsequently  for 

ytare,  yet  at  that  time,  through  tlie  carelessness  of  a 

tbey  were  allowed  to  perish.    Our  quotations  till 

B  taken  from  a  copy  of  the  volumes,  transcribed  by  and 

wriU-r  in  18->5. 

wo  have  now,  in  thff  absence  of  continuous  reo- 

tiiirty-six  years,  to  draw  from  incidental  sources 

on  til  thf  Presbyteriaiiism  east  of  the  river  Con- 

lp(rt,yet  ill  Vermont  we  still  find  records  of  the  psalm- 

I  churches.     The  others,  whose  history  we  have  so 

became  so  extensively  permeated  with  the 
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superincumbent  native  polity,  as  to  be  "  part  Jew  and  pai 
Ashdod,"  especially  in  public  worship  and  the  matter  o 
Divine  praise.  By  abandoning  the  Psalms,  as  preeente 
in  the  Bay  State  or  Presbyterian  versions,  for  the  Imiti 
tiona  and  religious  poems  of  Dr.  Watts,  domeetic  woralii 
lost  (almost  totally  throughout  New  England)  the  pleasam 
nesa  of  "shewing  forth  the  loving-kindness  of  tiod  in  th 
morning  and  of  declaring  his  faithfulness  every  night. 
The  scenes  of  West  Running  Brook  (by  the  descendanti 
of  the  "oppressed  Irish  brethren")  became  docreasiugly 
continued  for  half  a  century  in  their  families,  until  ThoDip- 
Bon  might  say, 

"Come,  then,  expressive  silencf,  mufie  his  praise." 

The  majority  in  Federal  street  church  as  Congregalion- 
alists  settled,  in  17S7,  the  Rev.  Jeremy  Belknap,  D.  D. 
"  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Massachusetts  His- 
torical Society,  and  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  the  pro- 
motion of  its  objects  and  interests."  He  not  only  pul>- 
lished  works  on  history  and  biography,  but  also  compiled 
and  published,  in  1790,  a  volume  of  poetry,  which  in  some 
congregations  supplanted  the  Bay  State  version  oftb«' 
Psalins.  He  died  in  1798,  and  was  succeeded  on  July  lOtb, ' 
1799,  by  the  Rev.  John  S.  Popkin,  D.  D.  From  hia  p»' 
toral  charge  he  was  dismissed  on  November  28th,  ISOi 

Sixteen  years  of  perversion  of  a  sacred  trust,  mismlo.' 
and  no  rule,  produced  their  effects  on  the  people.  Tb« 
church  estate  had  been  held  and  enjoyed  for  fifty-oM 
years  by  a  trust  deed  of  a  charitable  use,  which,  in  the 
hands  of  the  lawful  owners,  the  Presbj-terians,  had  proved 
to  be  operative  for  all  ecclesiastical  purposes.  But  now,  lo 
the  occupants,  it  brought  trouble.  Like  savages  who,  when 
they  had  boarded  a  ship  and  overpowered  the  seamen, 
were  not  able  to  navigate  her,  so  it  was  witli  these  depre- 
dators. While  Little  owned  the  house  he  could  collect  the 
pew-tax,  and  so,  by  virtue  of  his  deed  to  them,  could  to 
Presbyterians  easily,  while  they  were  in  possession;  trn' 
Bot  so  with  the  Congregational ists.  Persons  would  occupy 
Beats  and  pay  as  they  pleased.  Hence,  less  pleasant  tima 
came,  and  this  even  after  the  Rev.  Wm.  Ellery  ChaivniH 
was,  on  June  1st,  1803,  ordained  their  pastor.  The  d* 
Bcendants  of  "the  Scotch-Irish"  had  been,  under  thdi 
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idopted  church  regimen,  since  17)^6,  permitted  to  dwdl 
'rione;  but  from  this  date  others,  attracted  by  the  stuiviter 
«  nodo  and  oratory  of  the  young  preacher,  voluntarily 
Mociated  with  tliem,  unld  "the  Presbyterian  meeting- 
'jMnise"  was  filled  with  Trinitarian  Congregationaliste. 
Vet  neither  oratory  nor  numbers  brought  abitling  peace. 

Wlien  Allah,  wicked  as  he  was,  desired  to  have  tne  vine- 
pnl  of  Naboth  for  a  garden  of  herbs,  he  oS'ered  him  an 
tquivalent  in  money  or  in  land.  Not  so  here.  They  had 
ntered  in  aad  taken  possession,  while  the  trust  deed  was 
■■i  record,  and  the  heirs  of  John  Little  and  the  Presby- 
Biui  minority  (Mrs.  Captain  Wilson  and  others)  might 
i  tny  time,  apparently,  invoke  the  equity  of  the  law. 
Coosoquently,  as  "  they  experienced  inconvenience  in  the 
^^Tanigement  of  the  prudential  concerns  of  said  society, 
(u  the  want  of  legal  authority  to  assess  and  collect " 
ider  their  perversion  of  schism,  they  invoked  the  arm  of 
B  Legislature  to  sanction  their  perversion  of  the  trust. 
To  tuis  end  the  following  action  was  taken : 
"At  ft  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  the  meeting-houso 
id  lot  in  Federal  street,  held  at  the  school-house  on  said 
It  on  Monday  evening,  March  5th,  1804"  (nine  months 
M  four  days  after  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Channing),  "being 
w  ftonual  meeting — voted,  that  the  standing  committee 
I  tnthorized  to  apply  to  the  General  Court  for  the  passing 
!flticb  law  as  they  may  think  necessary  or  beneiiciol  to 
»  wcioty." 

ThU  germ  they  incubated  for  above  lifteen  months. 
he  tniBt  deed  stood  out  in  bold  relief;  Little's  reserved 
Jew  and  seat "  could  not  he  totally  eradicated ;  the  seat 
f  Un.  Captain  Wilson,  which  had  been  forced  t«  a  sale, 
■  not  too  far  off  to  whisper  to  ita  owner,  so  that,  if  appli- 
^Boo  were  made  for  a  I.>egiBlative  strangling  of  the  Pres- 
Ftenan  righta,  a  remonstrance  might  possibly  be  made ; 
id  withoJ,  conscience  was  as  yet  extensively  a  power  in 
BHhtion — that  "oath"  which  is,  in  Christendom,  to  men 
'nroonBrmation  an  end  of  all  strife,"  bad  not  yet  been 
titut«d  by  the  fear  of  Charlestown  or  Sing  Bing.  In 
iJnB.  interpreting,  and  executing  law  in  MasHachuaettB. 
yot  HWore  by  the  ever  living  God,  Father,  Son,  and 
nly  GhoHt,  ono  God.  Hence,  to  ascertain  what  was 
■vy  or  beneficial  to  the  society,"  which  the  General 
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Court  might  fjrant,  could  not  be  determined  in  three 
months  by  said  committee,  aided  by  any  desired  amount 
of  the  wisdom  of  the  Suffolk  bar.  Spring  spread  out  her 
foliage,  the  dog-stir  made  his  annual  visit,  autumn  pro- 
duced the  "sere  and  yellow  leaf,"  winter  returned  and 
aaaumed  his  domain  in  New  England — the  "Proprietor's 
annual  meeting  "  recurred  ;  spring  with  her  precious  influ- 
ences again  bespread  the  land,  and  stiil  the  "  law  "  "  neoea-  I 
sary  or  beneficial "  in  their  opinion  had  not  been  enacted.  } 
"  The  want  of  legal  authority  to  assess  and  collect "  became  l 
increasingly  a  realization  in  their  experience,  and  at  last, 
■  before  the  members  of  the  Legislature  from  the  rural  dis- 
tricts should  again  rusticate,  the  occupants  make  "their 
courage  cheery,"  and  the  document  of  which  the  following 
is  an  attested  copy  was  placed  in  the  archives  of  the 
State: 

"To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  the  Honorable  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Commonwealtli  of 
Massachusetts,  in  ^Jeneral  Court  assembled, 

"  Respectfully  represent : 
"  The  proprietors  of  the  meeting-house  and  lot  in  Fed- 
eral street,  in  Boston,  that  IheT/  experience  inconvenieMe  vt 
the  management  of  Ike  prudential  concerns  of  said  Society  fioa 
the  want  of  legal  authority  to  assess  and  collect  the  sitma  Mce»- 
sary  for  the  support  of  religious  worship  and  other  exigemaoj 
said  Society, 

"  They  therefore  pray  this  Honorable  Court,  that  tbe 
proprietors  of  pews  in  said  meeting-house  may  be  consti- 
tuted a  body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the  nameof  tlw 
'Religious  Society  in  Federal  Street,  in  the  Town  of  Bottm^ 
with  the  usual  powers  given  to  like  corporations  relatiTB 
to  the  choice  of  necessary  officers  and  holding  of  meetingBj 
with  power  also  to  hold  in  that  capacity  the  meeting-honfla 
and  lot  aforesaid  with  the  ministerial  house  lately  erected 
on  said  lot  by  said  proprietors,  and  such  other  estate,  nal 
or  personal,  as  may  be  acquired  by  or  accrue  to  said  society 
and  be  by  them  appropriated  to  the  support  of  public  ww 
ship  and  the  maintenance  of  a  teacher  or  teachers  of  piety, 
religion  and  morality ;  and  that  said  society,  so  incorptH 
rated,  may  be  authorized  to  make  contract  with  any 
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ncber  or  teacncrs  of  the  description  aforesaid  for  their 
Kp]M>rt  and  maintenance,  to  make  any  permanent  or 
nnuol  grant  to  any  such  teacher  or  teachers  whicli  they 
lay  judge  expedient,  and  to  lay  and  assess  such  taxea 
."om  time  to  time  on  the  pews  in  said  meeting-houae,  or 
ny  other  meeting-house  that  may  be  erected  in  place  of 
lie  pr^ent  house,  as  they  shall  find  necessary  for  the 
■tegoing  purposes,  and  also  for  the  repairing  said  meeting- 
tonse  and  their  ministerial  honse  aforesaid,  and  for  dis- 
lAiar^ng  any  arrearages  arising  from  the  erecting  and  com- 
{ledne  said  ministerial  house,  and  for  the  other  necessary 
npenaitures  of  said  society.  And  as  in  duty  bound  shall 
~m  pray,  etc.,  etc, 
"BoBTON,  June  lOtk,  1S05. 


"J.VO.  Davis,  Thos,  Lamb,         "] 

Fras.  WniGHT,    RussEU.  Sturgis, 
Simon  Elliot,      Thos.  Thomi-son,  ] 


Proprietor's 
Committee, 


itcoi 


Edward  Ti:ckerman,  Jr.,  Daniel  Densison  Rogers, 
Bekiiy  Hu.'*tek," 

"In  the   House  of  Representatives,  June  10th,  1805. 

Ind  and  committed  to  the  Standing  Con^mittee  of  Incor- 

~~   "'        "  Parishes,  etc.,  to  consider  and  report.    Sent  up 

coocarreuce.  "  Timothv  Bigei.ow,  Speaker. 

"In  Senate,  June  llth,  1805.    Read  and  concurred. 

"  H,  G.  Otis,  President 
"Passed  June  15th,  1805." 

Probably  not  on  record  does  there  stand  a  more  furtive 
^(isUUve  enactment,  signed,  and  then  read  three  times 
^tbe  loth,  three  Umcs  on  the  lltli,  and  the  moment  the 
1  days  (which  any  such  enactment  required  the  Gov- 
~  ~  pause  before  he  signed  any  bill)  are  passed,  it 
._  .  ftuch  law  as  they  think  necessary  or  beneficial " 
Hha  "Proprietor's  committee." 

"^'"  .ptoliably,  was  the  last  Congregational  parish  formed 

■ — Sosette,  and  now  Presbyterianism  in  the  town  of 

e  "John  Barleycorn^')  under  "solemn  oath," 

Sj"  and  be  robbed  of  a  place  of  sepulture  on  its  own 

The  teit  of  tho  act  will  CD.  V.J  bo  afterwards 
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As  a  Trinitarian  Bociety,  the  occupants  fiouriahed  in 
numbers  under  the  Rev.  Mr.  Channing.   From  a  compara- 
tively small  number  of  once  Irish-looking  Presbyterians, 
by  assimilating  extensively  their  en rroiin dings,  they,  in  a   i 
few  years,  more  than  filled  the  ever -memorable  old  "Fed- 
eral Street  Presbyterian  Church,"  the  ever-gloriouB  crown-   J 
iug  spot,  the  birthplace  of  national  life  among  the  sister-   '] 
hood  of  States,  to  MaRsachusetts.    Channing  was  not  only    i| 
installed  as  a  Trinitarian  preacher,  but  years  afterwards    'i 
he  (then  believed  to  be  suchj  baptized  a  grandchild  of  tlis    j 
Eev.  John  Moorehead  (the  Rev.  A.  W.  McClure,  D.D,,    I 
resident  in  1849  in  Maiden,  Mas?.)  when  said  McGure's   I 

Earents,  in  common  with  many  (if  not  all)  others,  beheved  I 
im  to  be  (anil  ernoyed  his  ministry  as)  a  believer  in  llie  I 
Divinity  of  God  tne  Son.  The  departure  from  Prealiyte- 
rianism  in  government  and  worship  soon  became  eslen- 
Bive,  it'  not  complete,  while  "the  doctrine  of  God  our 
Saviour,"  taught  by  Morehead,  was  more  leisurely  aban- 
dnned.    But  all  were  sinking  together. 

"At  the  beginning  of  this  century  (saj-a  Vermilye,  page 
36)  great  theological  differences  existed  in  Newburjport; 
and  in  this  the  town  was  an  epitome  of  New  Englawl. 
Controversy  was  rife  and  alienations  existed.  Scarcely 
any  two  ehurclies  maintained  communion  with  each 
other,  and  of  six  ministers  of  near  denoniinational  com- 
plexion, scarce  two  agreed  in  theology."  In  times  paat^ 
on  the  doctrine  of  the  New  England  Primer  and  in  lbs 
use  of  the  common  matter  of  prajse,  the  "  Bay  State  Psalm- 
book,"  thej"  had  to  some  extent  "  maintained  the  unity_of 
the  Spirit  m  the  bond  of  peace."  But  now  Hopkinsianiso 
was  extensively  diffused,  while  it  with  fimmonism  and 
other  kindred  speculations  were  sapping  the  foundationi 
of  the  once  Puritan  churches ;  and  Dr.  Channing  (who  w) 
brought  up  at  the  feet  of  Dr.  Hopkins,  of  whose  church  hi' 
father  was  a  member)  became  progressively  unsound  in 
the  faith,  until  in  a  few  years  he,  with  all  the  ministers ot 
the  town,  excepting  possibly  Huntington,  of  the  Old  SontJi. 
by  the  shifting  quicksands  of  Congregationalism,  aim)'* 
"  sufficiently  divine,"  opposed  "  the  faith  once  delivereJ  W 
the  saints,"  which  had,  as  held  by  the  Pilgrims  and,*^" 
JPuritans,  made  New  England  very  extensively  "a  0 
L4n  the  earth."  i 
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As  the  new  preacher  in  a  New  England  town  lias  uau- 
ly  a  charmed  character  as  "the  coming  man,"  so  the 
«st)ge  of  the  R«v.  W.  E.  Cliaiiiiing  increased  seemingly 
itli  a  geometrical  pro^i-'ssion  in  tlio  wooden  "  Irish  Prea- 
rterian  meeting-house,"  until  in  six  years  it  appeared  too 
■tic,  beciinie  too  antiquntcd,  and  in  18U9  a  brick  build- 
^  capable  of  seating  71S  persons,  was  erected  on  John 
tUe's  lot,  in  whicli  new  house  his  "  pew  or  seat,"  accord- 
X  to  the  deed  of  trust,  was  rebuilt  and  preserved.  In 
nit  point  "the  obligations  of  the  contract,"  made  seventy- 
iiir  years  before,  were  not  yet  "impaired,"  while,  by  the 
Brcbase  of  818  square  feet  from  the  adjoining  lot,  making 
all,  with  the  Presbyterian  lot  of  13,664  feet,  14,482  square 
et,  tiiby  were  enabled  to  erect  a  "  ministerial  house,  pre- 
tieally  called  a  parsonage. 

Eclipsing  in  a  few  years  the  other  ministers  of  the  town, 
nntington,  Lathrop,  Eckley,  Eliotj  ^Vest  and  Kirkland, 
I "  prophesying  smooth  thmgs,"  his  fame  became  exten- 
Te,  as  lie  ignored  eventually  the  divinity  of  God  the  S*n, 
^id  prMched  "  another  gospel,  which  was  not  another. 
,Tbo  tidal  wave  of  Unitarianism  now  broke  over  much 
New  England,  especially  in  Massachusetts,  and  many. 
10  were  "  lovers  of  pleasure  more  than  lovers  of  God, 
Km  to  glory  in  the  morning  light  of  "  taste,"  culture 
n  "advanced  thought"  in  the  nineteenth  century. 
Not ndU) standing  his  increasing  popularity,  he  was  not  a, 
iriect  exception  to  the  rule,  that  "  a  ))ropliet  is  not  with- 
it  honor,  save  in  his  own  house,"  for  when  an  admirer 
BUld  (as  the  story  tells)  flatter  one  of  his  aunts  by  eulo- 
riog  him  to  her,  the  person  was  answered :  "  I  know  all 
iftt;  the  devil  never  employs  a  fool  to  do  his  business." 
How  forcible  are  right  words." 

Hsvinf;  seen  the  Psalms  ignored  and  forsaken  east  of  the 
r  Connecticut,  we  now  trace  their  history  briefly  on  the 
mont  side.  I  use  the  word  Psalms  as  a  coefficient  of 
^rpe  of  Prosbvterianism  which  settled  Londonderry  in 
t,  A  long,  fierce  controversy  existed  between  New 
vfc  and  New  Hampshire  as  to  the  sovereignty  of  the 
not  monntain  reeion.  This  was  amicably  adjusted  in 
Wland  in  ITSIl  Vermont  was  admitted  to  fellowship 
Bang  the  United  States.  Long  before  this,  however, 
M^yterians  settled  In  Baruet  and   Ryegate.    In  1775 
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Barnet  began  to  be  settled  by  emigrants  from  Scotland, 
who  soon  composed  this  great  majority  of  the  inhabitants. 
The  Eev.  John  Witherapoon,  on  September  SUi,  1763,  be- 
came owner  by  charter  from  New  Hampshire  of  23,000 
acres  of  land  in  Vermont  on  the  Connecticut  river.  Com- 
panies were  formed.  Gen.  James  Whitelaw,  an  emigrant 
sent  out  as  their  agent,  puichased  in  1773  a  large  body  of 
land  for  the  "  Scots- American  Company,"  of  RenfrewBuiro, 
composed  of  140  £imiliea,  most  of  whom  were  fiirmers.  It 
happened  in  this  way.  Providentially  meeting  Whitdaw 
in  Philadelphia,  on  his  arrival,  May  24th,  1773,  Dr.  Wither 
Bpoon  said  that  if  he  (and  David  Allen)  could  not  euit 
themselves  better,  he  would  sell  to  them.  After  looking 
around  for  five  months,  thej'  bought  from  him.  This  pur- 
chase embraced  the  south  half  of  Ryegate.  It  was  obtamMl 
from  Dr.  Witherapoon  at  "three  Bhillings  York  money" 
per  acre.  Col.  Alexander  Harvey  wae  another  erai^^rant 
from  Scotland,  sent  out  as  the  agent  of  "  The  Farmere' 
Company,  of  Perthshire  and  Sterlingshire,"  to  purchiue 
land  for  them.  In  1774  fce  purchased  7,000  acres  in  the 
southwest  part  of  Barnet,  the  price  being  fourteen  pence 
Bterlinc  (about  twenty-five  cents)  an  acre.  The  emigrants 
from  Scotland  in  these  two  towns  were  distinguished  for 
religious  knowledge,  being  well  acquainted  with  the  Holy 
Scriptures.  They  daily  observed  the  worship  of  God  in 
their  families,  making  their  numerous  hill-tops  resonant 
with"  Dundee  and  plaintive  martyrs  "in  the  use  of 

"  Those  Btraina  Llial  once  did  Bweet  in  Zion  glide." 

They  were  careful  to  bring  up  their  children  "in  thfl 
nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord,"  They  Btriclly 
sanctified  the  Sabbath  and  loved  the  house  of  God. 

Feeling  the  want  of  the  public  ordinances  of  relipno, 
they  made  strenuous  endeavors,  before  and  durinji:  lh« 
revolutionary  war,  lo  obtain  them,  ajid  after  repeated  ef- 
forts they  succeeded.  Before  the  war,  during  and  afWr  il, 
several  clergymen,  most  of  wliom  were  I'resbyttrions,  came 
and  preached  in  these  two  towns. 

Dr.  Witherapoon  visited  Barnet  and  Ryegato  two  nr 
three  times,  and  preached  and  baptized  Tbtt  first  vint 
was  probably  in  1775,  and  in  17S2  iie  returned,  wbso  be 
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Tode  the  saddle  on  which  his  son  sat  nt  the  battle  of  Ger- 
mantowii,  and  which  bore  the  mark  of  the  ball  which 
killed  him.  As  these  emi^aDls  purchased  Jar^e  tracts  of 
land  in  the  county,  had  nourishing  settlemenii  in  Bomet 
and  R^egate,  and  were  distinguished  for  their  intelligence, 
iDtef^ty,  enterprise,  industry  and  patriotism,  as  well  as 
for  Iheir  religious  character,  the  county  was  called  by  the 
anaient  Roman  name  of  Scotland — "Caledonia."  County 
baildings,  a  court-house  and  jail,  were  erected  in  due  time, 
but  for  nearly  half  a  century  the  latter  of  these  especially 
did  little  else  than  protect  the  sheep  as  a  place  of  shade  oa 
bot  flommer  days.  As  they  "  glorified  God  in  the  highest," 
10  tfaey  "  on  eartli "  maintained  "  peace  and  good  will  to- 
ward men." 

Hence,  among  them  for  a  generation  or  two  crime  was 
but  little  known.  They  "  lived  quiet  and  peaceable  lives 
bi  godliness  and  honesty."  In  1775  the  Rev.  Thomaa 
Qaric,  of  Salem,  N.  Y.,  preached  in  these  towns,  and  re- 
tnmed  two  or  three  times.  The  Rev.  Robert  Annan,  when 
Motor  in  Boston,  preached  to  them  in  1784  and  in  1785 — 
nfa  brother  David  also  in  17S5,  The  Rev,  John  Houston, 
tf  Bedford,  N.  H.,  visited  them  in  178.5,  returned  in  1787, 
•nd  remained  a  year.  In  1780  the  town  of  Bamet  voted 
Bnanimously  "  to  choose  the  Presbj-terian  form  of  religious 
*onhip,  founded  upon  the  word  of  God,  aa  expressed  in 
ttw  Confession  of  Faith,  Catechisms,  Larger  and  Shorter, 
*ith  the  form  of  Presbyterian  church  government  agreed 
tipou  by  the  Assembly  of  divines  at  Westminster,  and 
l>ractised  by  the  Church  of  Scotland." 

In  1787  the  town  and  church  of  Bamct  sent  a  joint  peti- 
to  the  Associate  Presbyterian  Synod  of  Scotland  for  a 

Mxa,  offering  to  pay  the  expense  of  his  passi^  to  this 

^Wintry.  Thev  were  directed  to  apply  to  the  Associate 
^nrtijrterv  of  ^Pennsylvania.  They  did  so,  and  the  Rev. 
"ftnoiM  bcveridge  came  and  preached  in  1789,  and  re- 
*wti«d  in  1790.  The  Rev.  David  Goodwillio,  in  eonse- 
^tiHooe  of  an  application  to  the  same'  Presbytery,  came  in 
vw  aatumn,  and  continued  his  ministrations  in  Bamet 
•fid  Ryegate  until  Februiyry,  1790,  in  which  year  he  was 
^Wnimously  called  to  be  tbeir  pastor,  Ri'cgate  receivinE 
an»«)xtJi  part  of  his  official  labors.  In  September,  1791^ 
ImntirQwl,  and  was  settled  aa  the  minister  of  the  town 
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of  Bamet  and  pastor  of  the  church.  In  1797  a  meeting- 
house frame  was  erected  at  Ryegute  Corner.  It  was  the 
first  in  the  town,  but  was  not  finished  till  1800.  Wp  see 
that  Ryegate  was  to  receive  only  one-sixth  of  the  labors 
of  the  pastor.  The  reason  appears  to  have  been  that  a 
new  element  of  Presbyterian  is  ra  had  been  introduced. 

The  Rev.  William  Gibson,  of  the  Reformed  Presbyteriaa 
Church,  had  visited  them  and  become  a  candidate  for  the 
ministry  of  the  town  and  pastorate  of  the  church ;  conse- 
quently, on  July  29th,  1799,  a  meeting  was  called  "to  see 
if  they  will  settle  the  Rev.  Mr,  Gibson  as  their  town  min- 
ister— or  make  application  to  any  other  Presbytery  to 
furnish  them  with  one."  "Adjourned  till  September  3d, 
then  till  December  3d,  1799,  when  they  voted— 33  for,  and 
13  against  it.  On  December  10th  the  committee  reported 
to  the  town  meeting  that  the  Rev.  William  Gibson  will 
settle  with  them,"  there  were  then  in  Ryegate  68  polls,  5 
clocks,  96  scholars  in  their  two  Bchools,  and  the  town 
valuation  was  86,710.85.  To  these  13,  out  of  46,  and  those 
whom  they  represented  the  Rev.  Mr,  Goodwillie  gave  the 
one-sixth  of  his  labor. 

In  common  with  all  frontier  towns,  these  pioneers  were 
not  only  at  times  alarmed  by  the  Indians,  but  tiieir  lives 
and  substance  were  often  endangered  lay  wolves  and 
bears,  which,  being  "  very  numerous,  were  not  so  easy  to 
subdue." 

Another  matter  mny  be  here  noticed — the  endurance 
which  it  required  in  wmter  to  attend  public  worship.   The 
modern  fair  weather  worshipper,  with  his  furs,  seated  on 
a  cushion  in  an  audience  chamber,  warmed  up  artificially 
to  65°  or  70°,  while  the  thermometer  may  be  near  zero 
without,  can  but  very  imperfectly  comprehend  what  was 
endured  by  the  Calvinists  of  New  England  {.Congregation- 
alists  and   Presbyterians  alike)  in  the  seventeenui  and 
eighteenth  centuries.    To  show  this,  I  quote  from  a  sermon   j 
"preached  in  Townsend,  Mass.,  on  October  16th,  1870, by  ^* 
Rev.  G.  H.  Morss,  acting  Pastor."    "  The  only  meetings^ 
enjoyed  by  the  fathers  in  the  early  days  of  the  cburdiKr 
were  the  two  services  of  the  Sabbath.  

"  The  public  services  were  enlivened  and  spiritualiiei^^z: 
by  the  singing  of  the  Psalms  of  David."  The  Bay  Stat^-n 
version  was  reluctantly  exchanged  by  some  congiegatioi^K^j 
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ter  Ibe  Bevolution.  It  was  used  in  Townsend  \ 
'ISQ  1770.  The  intermission  between  sen'ice 
WKaUy  spent  in  the  meeting-house,  or  in  some  of  the  ] 
houses  near  by,  or  in  what  were  known  aa"Sabbaday"  I 
or  noon  houses.  In  these  they  engaged  in  private  discus-  | 
sions  of  the  topics  of  the  morning's  discourse,  or  Scripture  j 
nmding,  or  in  the  personal  reading  and  study  of  God's  I 
word. 

These  houses  consisted  of  four  rooms,  ten  or  twelve  feet  ' 
square,  with  a  fire-place  in  each  room.  They  were  g 
er&Uy  built  at  the  expense  of  four  or  more  persons,  to  be 
occupied  only  on  the  Sabbath  by  their  families  or  such 
suests  as  they  invited  to  join  with  them.  Dry  fuel  was 
kept  ready  for  kindling  iire,  and  usually  a  barrel  of  cider 
for  each  family  was  placed  in  the  cellar. 

On  the  morning  of  the  Sabbath,  in  cold  weather,  the 
owner  of  each  room  deposited  in  his  saddle-bags  the  necca- 
wry  refreshment  for  himself  and  family,  and  took  an  early 
itart  for  the  sanctuary.  He  first  called  at  his  noon  house, 
bnilt  a  fire,  deposited  his  luncheon,  warmed  himself  and 
funily.and  at  the  hour  they  were  all  ready  to  sally  forth 
ind  to  shiver  in  the  cold  during  the  morning  service  in  tlie 


(faem.     The  eaddle-bags  were  now  brought  forth  and  their 
Contents  discharged  on  the  table,  of  which  all  partook  a 
Uttle."    Then  each  in  turn  drank  from  the  pitcher  or  muga  ] 
oj  cider,  which  had  been  brought  from  the  cellar. 

This  service  being  performed  and  thanks  returned,  the 
OemaiiUDg  time  was  spent  in  reading  notes  and  discussing 
■*he  morning  sermon,  a  chapter  from  the  Bible,  or  from 
•ome  other  book  of  a  religious  character;  not  unfrequently 
Xmyer  waa  offered  before  retiring  to  the  sanctuary  for  the 
vftemoon  worship.     At  the  close  of  the  services  of  the  , 
■ftimoon,  if  the  weather  was  severely  cold,  the  family  re-  I 
turned  to  tlie  noon  house  to  warm  themselves  before  going  ' 
lume.    The  fires  were  then  extinguished,  the  saddle-baga  I 
■Uhered  up,  the  house  locked  and  all  returned  to  their   ' 
Bonn;.    "One  of  these  houses  still  remains  in  1S70,  on  the  I 
UKth  aide  of  the  Common  (in  Townsond,  Mass.),  owned  | 
•nd  occupied  by  Miss  Hannah  Seaver."    The  tnvenlioa  ' 
*f  Dl  Clarke  (stoveaj,  p.  ^2,  Vol.  I.,  came  very  slowly  ii 
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use.  In  Ryegate,  at  a  meeting  called  on  March  20th,  1812, 
the  third  item  of  business  was  "  to  see  if  the  proprietors 
will  agree  to  have  a  stove  put  up  in  the  meptiu^-house." 

The  conscientious  perseverance  of  such  persons,  in  nnler 
to  enjoy  their  gospel  privileges  in  winter,  we  can  hardly 
imitate  so  fitr  as  to  reasonably  appreciate.  Tht!y  "endured 
as  seeing  him  who  is  invisible,'  saying,  "Lord,  I  have 
loved  the  habitation  of  thy  house." 

Between  these  two  towns,  in  the  projiortion  above 
named,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Goodwillie,  for  above  twenty  years, 
labored.  Both  congregations,  with  an  outgrowth  into  the 
town  of  Peacham,  adjoining  on  the  west,  up  till  the  end 
of  this  quarter  of  a  century  (in  1818),  continued  consistent 
with  their  vows.  And  notwithstanding  the  sterihty  of  the 
soil,  the  ruggedness  of  the  surface  of  the  country  and  their 
long  winters,  as  a  people  they  prospered.  In  commoD 
with  the  usi^^es  by  whieh  they  were  surrounded,  they 
"voted,  March  9th,  1813,  that  the  select  men  deed  Uw 
Beats  of  the  meeting-house  to  the  proprietors  thereo£" 

Thus  this  Scotch  "  people  dwelt  alone,"  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  promoting  education,  sustaining  the 
ordinances  of  religion ;  sanctifying  the  Sabbath ;  the  hlllfl 
and  forests  not  unt'requently  resounding  (when  in  prox- 
imity to  "  the  dwelUngs  of  the  righteous  ")  as  the  morning 
and  evening  sacrifice  of  praise  ascended. 

While  the  remaining  exercises  of  family  worship,  vii., 
reading  the  Scriptures  and  prayer,  were  still  general 
throughout  New  £n(>land,  the  observer,  standing  on  Uia 
summit  of  Mount  Washington,  on  a  May  morning  or 
summer's  everung,  with  an  ear  capable  of  hearing  eveiy 
human  intonation  within  tlie  bounds,  could  not,  it  is 
^irobable  (with  one  exception)  listen  to  "the  voice  of  re— 

Voicing  and  salvation  in  the  tabernacles  of  the  righteous." 
'he  exception  noticed  was  the  Bells  and  others  of  London- 
derry, who,  in  their  generation,  not  finding  the  '"imita- 
tions "  suitable  for  promoting  the  glory  of  God  i^at  least) 
in  family  worship,  and  viewing  them  as  too  vapid  for 
"godly  edifying,  continued,  wnile  health  and  strei^Ui 
remained  with  them,  to  use,  in  their  households,  llie 
Psalms  in  the  Presbyterian  version.*     Beyond  this,  from 

*  In  an  obwrvntion  of  nearly  Rfty  yenm,  I  linre  found  but  aboat  Hfl^^l 
hTniIies,«hoaimgutything  toGrod,  lu  woralilppeiv,  wfaodidnotM^^H 
Pulms.  ^^^1 
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river  Connecticut  to  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  "expresaivB 
lUcnce"  reigned  in  human  hahittitiona  at  the  end  of  thia 
quarter  of  a  century  iu  our  history  (in  1S18). 

Tlio  one  path  or  connecting  link,  ecclesiastically,  between 
tha  rornier  Synod  of  New  England  and  the  now  Synod  of 
A)l>any  wna  the  Londonderry  I*resbylery.  They  appear 
lo  have  held  stated  semi-annual  meetin^pi,  inculcated  gen- 
■RtUy  the  teaching  of  the  New  England  Primer,  supjmed 
Vncuncies  with  settled  pastors,  and  to  have  maintained 
broBbyterial  order,  if  not,  as  alone,  of  Divine  authority,  at 
Inuit  08  the  best  expedient. 

On  October  9th,  1S05  they  ordained  and  installed  Mr. 
Samuel  Harris  in  Windham,  which  church  had  been  then 
TBcant  for  twelve  years;  the  Rev.  Ephraim  Bradford  at 
>'ew  Boston,  on  February  26th,  1806;  the  Rev.  John  M. 
Hiiton,  on  September  28th,  1808,  at  Antrim. 

"In  Mansfield,  Tolland  county.  Conn.,  a  minority  of  the 
dmrcfa,  together  with  the  bulk  of  the  congregation  under 
'  th*  nriniatry  of  the  Rev,  Johu  Sherman  tlT'J?  to  1805), 
tOJt  over  with  him  to  Unitarianism. 

"A  miyority  of  the  inemberahip  of  the  church,  however, 
Ud  on  to  '  tlic  faith,'  and  by  a  formal  vote  ehanjced  their 
•Olauastical  organization  to  the  Presbyterian  order,  upon 
lb*  groand  of  its  more  scriptural  character.  This  form  of 
r)vtruiiient  continued  for  many  ^ears.  The  last  ruling 
■■■'  r-  were  ordained  in  1833.  Since  their  death  or  re- 
<].  i^ommitteus  have  occupied  in  their  places,  although 
r,  j,;iB  never  been  any  direct  vote  of  the  chnrch  to 
•'< '.nni  to  Congregationalism."    {M.  S.  Inf.  ikcL  Hiet.  Ct,, 

,    "Til  Prefihyterianism,  aa  an  expedient,  the  second  church 

*n  {'omwall,  Litchfield  county,  Conn.,  came  about  1790,  by 

'^riTiilu-rseeceding  from  the  first  church,  and  denominating 

<  J  vL-fi  '  t^trict  Congregationalists,  or  Separatists.'   The 

lin  Cornwall,  their  pastor,  was  a  member  of  the 

Ttry  of  Morris  County,  N.  J.,and  united  with  others 

;•■  'i~.'j\  in  forming  the  Associated  Westchester  Presbytery. 

1  tit  tongr^salion  continued  its  relation  to  that  Presbytery 

'tatil  tb«  year  LW,  when  it*  differences  with  the  first 

^tumdi  weru  composed,  and  it  was  dismissed  to  the  North 

Attuoation  of  the  county."   {MS.  Records,  pp.  1,  7.  85  and 

131.)    "TTiis  church  is  now  prosperous."    (.£«(.  ^ut  OL, 
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"  The  Presbyterian  congregations  which  have  been  formed 
more  recently  in  Connecticut  have  been  composed  largely 
of  persons  belonging  originally  to  Presbyterian  chnrchea 
in  the  Middle  States,  or  have  come  across  the  sea.  Three 
of  these  have  ceased  to  exist,  and  a  fourth  has  joined 
another  ecclesiastical  body," 

In  1809  the  congregation  of  Litchfield  was  organized. 
The  Rev,  Nathaniel  Kennedy  was  settled  there  as  pastor 
on  April  12th,  and  in  1812  be  was  dismissed.  On  Septem- 
ber 28th,  1814,  the  Rev.  Gardner  Perry  was  ordained  and 
installed  in  Bradford.  On  October  18th.  1818,  the  Rev.  S. 
Taggart  was  dismissed  from  Coleraine.  He  had  been,  even 
while  pastor,  a  member  of  Congress  for  fourteen  years,  and 
annually  read  the  Bible  through  in  Washington. 

Among  the  "divers  and  strange  doctrines"  which  have 
captivated  individuals,  "  ever  learning  and  never  able  to 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,"  wearing  the  Presby- 
terian name,  are  the  reveries  of  Emmanuel  Sivedenbo^ 
These  a  Mr.  AVorcester  began  to  promulgate  in  Boston  in 
1818. 

After  fulfilling  a  faithful  ministry  in  the  west  parish  of 
Ijondonderry  for  thirty-five  years,  the  Rev.  Wm.  Morrisoa 
died,  on  March  9th,  1818,  at  the  age  of  seventy.  His  life 
was  consistent  and  his  death  triumphant.  The  ReT- 
Solomon  Moore  died  at  New  Boston  on  May  28th,  1803. 

The  Rev.  Moses  Baldwin,  who,  as  fiir  back  as  1774,  was 
instrumental  in  introducing  the  "Imitations"  into  ths 
Boston  Presbytery,  had  continued  to  act  as  pastor  in 
Palmer  ever  since,  and  was  dismissed  from  that  town  on 
June  19th,  1811.  As  an  Inevitable  consequence,  that  con- 
gregation became  forthwith  a  CongresatJonal  "society," 
carrying  with  it  the  Presbyterian  churdi  property. 

In  1807,  we  find  some  traces  of  thu  Grafton  Presbyte^. 
On  October  29th,  a  committee  of  tluit  body  licensed  5&- 
Edward  L.  Parker  to  preach  the  gospel.  His  license  wffl 
signed  by  John  Wheelock,  John  Smith,  Roewell  Shurlleffr 
President  and  professors  in  Dartmouth  College,  and  t!» 
Rev.  James  Woodward,  of  Norwich. 

The  first  church  in  the  college  continued  t(.>  be  a  con- 
stituent part  of  s.tid  Prpsbytery  until  1810;  butthesjiio' 
of  the  times  then  fully  overtook  it,  Congrej^'utionaliB'U 
abandoning  in   many  placeij  the  absolute  authority  « 


IN   NEW  ENGLAND. 


.  metaphysical  tastes  and  human  opin- 
ion, now  with  increasing  vitality  controlled  ecclesiastical 
and  educational  matters  in  t!ie  land.  It  must  now  control 
thia  church  of  the  ooUcge,  This  was  for  a  time  resisted, 
and  brought  on  a  bitter  strife,  and,  in  1S17,  those  who 
were  "given  to  change"  were  successful  in  controlling  both 
tlie  church  and  the  college.  Henceforth  both  the  aub- 
-Btance  and  the  honor  of  Presbyterianism  there  were  aaaim- 
ilated  by  the  New  England  church  polity. 

Annually  the  spoliation  of  Presbyterian  church  prop- 
wty  became  more  common.  Thus,  in  ISUil,  the  Congrega- 
tional diflsonlionists,  after  a  separation  of  twelve  years, 
became  "  united  to  the  Presbyterian  society,  and  by  an  act 
,  of  the  Legislature  were  incorporated  as  "Die  Fird  Pariah  of 
hoMonderryJ'  In  this  "coalescence"  a  union  occurred, 
"ud  a  suitable  incumbent  was  soon  found.  Mr.  Edward 
I^  Parker  was,  on  September  12th,  181U,  ordained,  not  by 
tha  Presbytery,  but  by  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Abishai  Aldeu,  of 
Montville,  Conii. ;  Samuel  Worcester,  D.  D.,  of  Salem; 
Bfiv.  Samuel  Woods,  D.  D.,  of  Boscawen;  tbe  Rev.  Wm. 
Morrison,  of  Londonderry ;  the  Rev.  Daniel  Dana,  D.  D., 
'*^ Newburyport ;  Kev.  Jas.  Miltimore,  of  Newbury;  and 
™B  Rev.  Jno.  Codman,  D.  D.,  of  Dorchester — a  kind  of 
"ftlf-way  arrangement,  not  under  the  Synod  of  Albany. 
.  Thus,  at  the  end  of  ninety-one  years,  the  old  mother 
^Urch  of  "  the  oppressed  Irish  brethren "  had  only  one 
*fe  annuity  of  the  name  Presbyterian,  of  her  five  acres  of 
J^id,  of  her  parsonage,  burying  ground,  sacred  with  the 
Wst  of  five  generations  of  pastors  and  people,  her  towa 
^H,  her  nine  thou^nii  dollars  of  the  Pinkertou  fund,  her 
i^Urch  edihce,  and  now  she  was  deprived  of 

"Tlioud  Blraiiia  that  oiicc  did  aneet  in  Zioo  glide." 

This  mother  of  churches  liad  now  settled  her  last  nom- 
^al  Presbyteriiin  pastor;  but  the  vital  momentum  pre- 
flonsly  given  to  her  it  took  forty  years  to  counteract, 
^Esre  she  could  be  shunted  oil'  on  "the  gauge  of  Congrega- 
fionalism. 

In  this  quarter  of  a  century  a  new  form  of  Congrega- 
^(Kial  opposition  to  Presbyterianism  in  New  England  waa 
developed.  Tbe  germ  had  been  budding  for  above  fifty 
i'^ears,  yet  "  up  to  the  year  1810,  no  party  espousing  Uni- 
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tRriftniBm  had  been  publicly  and  openly  formed,  bat  new 

the  existentie  and  prevalence  of  tuis  opinion  in  Boston 
could  not  be  inueh  longer  concealed.  Its  operations  were 
for  the  moat  part  secret,  for  the  pulpit  was  silent  tmtil 
1815,  when  a  full  and  unequivocal  development  was 
made,"  {Buck.) 

A  low  state  of  reUgion  and  morals  existed,  especially  in 
Massachusetts,  from  1775  till  1799,  and  the  change  men 
was  only  from  bad  to  worse.  Preachers  began  to  doubt 
whether  there  was  any  Holy  Ghost,  or  that  God  the  Soa 
existed ;  and  as  "  an  Athenian  democracy  was  from  the 
first  in  the  mould  of  their  civil  government,"  bo,  in  1811, 
the  civil  law  gave  the  parish  full  powtr  to  counteract,  or 
rather  to  rule,  the  church.  Still,  the  church  was  enamoured 
■with  her  politj',  even  when  she  saw  "  the  enemy  coming  in 
like  a  flood,"  and  was  for  her  life  forced  to  secede  from  tifl 
parish.  Thirteen  out  of  the  thirty-nine  churchea  whose 
delegates,  in  1648,  formed  the  Cambridge  platform  and 
declared  the  system  to  be  "  sufficiently  divine,"  about  this 
period  renounced  that  faith,  and  of  the  one  hundred  and 
Bixty-four  UnitJirian  societies  in  the  State,  ninety  of  thetn 
were  once  Trinitarian,  and  in  all  cases  took  with  them  lis 
parish  propcJity.  In  a!l  such  cases  our  courts  of  law  pw- 
sist  in  declaring  the  residuum,  when  the  Trinitanans 
Becede,  to  be  the  original  church — a  declaration  which 
common  sense,  to  say  notliing  of  common  honesty,  perastt 
in  denying. 

As  the  combination  exists  on  negations  of  the  supCT-  ■ 
natural  in  Divine  revelation,  it  is  difficult  to  group  ttieir 
sectarian  opinions ;  but  in  the  fifty  years  succeeding  1810, 
they  profess  to  have  collected  the  "  principles  and  doc-  ■ 
trines  of  their  association,  and  in  4th  senes,  No.  17,  hb 
have  these  set  forth.  Some  of  the  first,  such  as  "  the  right 
of  private  judgment,"  they  hold  in  common  with  Protestant 
Trinitarians.  In  "  doctrines  "  they  have  no  authoritatire 
creed — these  "must  be  gathered  from  their  leading  wrilas 
and  from  a  general  acquaintance  with  the  men  and  women 
of  the  body"  (p.  9).  "They  heUeve  in  the  exigence  of 
God,  a  creator,  a  juitt  one,  who  rules  the  world  by  laws  as  b 
loving  and  tender  Father.  They  believe  with  Trinitari&ni 
m  his  unity,  and  as  to  man,  he  is  the  head  of  the  orderly  gyi- 
tem  of  organic  creations,  he  haa  a  aovi.    On  this  fact  they  an 
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_  -eed.  This  gives  a  dignitj/  to  him  Trhich  is  a 
of  the  wliole  hmnan  race.  They  have  no  <logma 
rat  human  pair,  or  the  first  creation  of  the  race — 
it  wa«,  iu  Asia  or  America ;  when  it  was,  6,000  years 
vor  600.000  years  ago ;  in  one  pair  or  one  liimdred  pairB ; 
by  development  from  lower  racea ;  yet  tlicy  believe  that 
>  nee  is  an  uuity,  and  that  all  men  arc  spiritually  chil- 
•nof  God. 

"They  believe  also  in  the  actuai  imperfecllon  of  men,  but 
it  in  any  transaction  between  God  and  man  in  the  matter 
salvation.  A  man  is  saved  in  the  spiritual  world  as  he 
lin  the  natural  world — by  obedience  to  tlie  laws  of  his 
nog,"  "  Unitarians  believe,  too,  that  heatiien  religions 
in  saving  qualities  as  well  as  the  Oirinilan  rdujwii — ^that 
"  Chinese  are  saved  from  sin  by  the  teachings  of  Confu- 
"  and  the  Persians  by  the  teaching's  of  Ziiroaster ;  vet 

_- ideet  and  most  spiritual  religion  is  Hint  which  holds 

JMiuinie  of  Christ  (p.  18).    Christ  saves  men  "  (say  they) 
tIJ  hiB  teaching,  example,  the  spirit  o^hia  work,  \\\a  fortitiUde 

Rwffering,  and  as  he  shows  the  lije  of  a  Divine  man." 
[an  are  not  saved  by  his  miraculous  birth,  or  by  his 
llous  death,  or  by  anything  in  bis  history  that  is 
Btit  (rom  practical  adaptation  to  the  human  soul." 
Ihey  we  saved  by  the  Christianity  which  has  got  into  the 
''  M  of  Mcietjiy  which  has  been  fixed  in  the  statutes  and 
which  has  entered  into  tlie  relations  of  life,  of  busi- 
of  the  State,  or  of  the  church  "  (p.  19j.  TJioy  have 
^^  'various  views  of  the  nature  and  being  of  Jesus  of 
litBnrtb,  such  as  his  being  different  by  constitution  from 
"HiiUjir  men,  with  no  human  fatlier,  or  that  he  was  the 
^.1.  [  .luai'ph,  or  that  he  lived  in  an  angelic  state  before 
-">'..[.<  I'um,  or  that  he  had  no  more  pre-existenco  than 
ii;..-  ilI.lt  man," 

.■^■■mo  think  that  his  rising  from  the  dead  was  in  the 
^1.  ill  which  he  died ;  others  think  it  was  a  spirit  which 
t|'[».iiiii  in  the  form  of  a  man;  and  they  all  find  this  sufii- 
'Mit  without  any  scheme  or  contrivance  by  which  God 
t-is  to  appcaso  his  own  wrath  in  the  slaufihter  of  an  inno- 
Wii  jji-nton  for  the  sins  of  a  guilty  world."  "Unitarians 
All.-  lui  doctrine  in  regsird  to  rewards  and  nunishmcnts 
a  llin  future  life  separate  from  their  general  doctrine  of 
lav  and  Ua  violations.    They  believe  thai  the  spiritual 
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penalty  of  sin  will  endure  as  long  as  the  sin  lasts  and  i 
it  has  wrought  its  due  and  neeaful  reformation,  yet  : 
the  Lord's  will  that  not  one  of  his  rational  creatures  she 
utterly  and  forever  perish." 

The  reader  may  thus  see  that  this  moonlight  of  CI 
tianity,  these  "  cunningly  devised  fables,"  must  strengt 
the  other  Congregational  sects  as  against  Presbyterian 
in  New  England,  when  now  their  wealth  and  culture 
vate  them  to  the  highest  plane  of  modern  sentimei 
civilization. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

lSlB-1843 — Historj  here  hard  lo  write — Congregational  anlagoniam  re- 
inforced by  poptry — Abl*  \a  I'uiire  Cheveruf — Ursulines,  Iheir  nun- 
nerj— SwedenborgianiBm — Natlian  Parker,  Jax.  Mclledge,  Kev.  Jaa. 
Ssbine— The  deawm  inr-luded—  Union  CiMrfh—The  Londondtiiy  Pn»- 
iyleiy— Church  Street  Church — Brasen  shields— But  little  conimerciiil 
cnaneioQ  yet  in  Boxton — A  pastoral  letter — A  more  powerrul  sect — 
Mucd  up  with  tliem — Subdued — An  infiitualion — Ciphera— Preserved 
in  slnndiiig — The  proprietors — Duty  plain — Episcopal — Advice — The 
■do  cominon  apathy — ^Ready  lo  change — -Naturally  drawn  to  liia  bene- 
feolora— "Took  orders" — Under  the  Synod  of  Albany — No  asnislance 
'  ■flbrded  to  the  proprietors — Honne  sold — Aceesaions — Presbytery  of 
'  Kowburjport  formed — Six  chureiies — And  twelve  ministers — For  a. 
'  fcaBon — Rev.  Styles  Ely  quoted — Tiie  fnnts  of  expediency — A  con- 
I  'entional  agreement  in  1801 — Dig.,  p.  575^A  substilute — This  breed 
"-ProtsHtfl — Honeycombed — This  plausible  Bclieme — With  increasing 
^wdinesa — Dana — Williania — The  new  Fresbvlery  probably  moat 
ilBleradoi— "  Plan  of  union  "— Assembly  of  1837— The  mother  Pres- 
oytery  decided — The  new  one  dissolved — Bnrnet  and  Eyegote  alead- 
bst^Bev.  Wm.  aibson— Kev.  Ja».  Mil  ligan— Rev.  J.  M.  Beattie— 
topuhain — Craflsbury — A  division  on  the  eleclive  franchise — Effect 
felt  in  Byegate— Rev.  D.  Goodwillie  in  Barnet — Hia  i!on  Thomas — 
£ev.  Thoa.  Ferrier  in  Rvegale — Preshvlcry  of  CarnbridKe,  N.  Y. — 
Wm.  Pringle— Said  Preabvtcry  rent  by  'faction  in  1840— Rev.  James 
3fcArthur  settled — Associate  Presbytery  of  Vermont  constituted  in 
1840 — How  wafl  it  that  these  churches  prospered,  while  olhera  cod- 
^Dued  merely  to  eiisl  ?— Answered — To  aupply  vacancies  required 
inuch  toil — The  deniand  was  met — Mrs.  Gray's  Btatemenl— -John 
Pinkerton,  Esq.,  of  Londonderry,  wise  directions — His  tombstone  and 
Its  contract — The  society  of  Derry  lower  village — Dr.  Morrison  sue- 
leeded  by  Dr.  Dana — HayeH — Adams — Town  meetings  opened  willi 
jrajer — Brainard  paator — Ijondonderry  East,  by  enactment  in  1827, 
Mlled  Derry — Rev.  E.  L.  Parker  there — His  forte — Hia  advantages — 
SflSdency  of  bis  church — Youth  the  seed-time  of  life  with  him — For 
them  his  early  working  plans — His  other  forma  of  labor  comprehen- 
rive — Fimt  temperance  and  Sabbatb-sehcol  in  the  State  led  by  him  in 
Berry— Mrs.  Agnes  Wilson's  refiisal — The  contract  impaired — Her 
oortification — Four  occupants — She  witnessed  two  revolutions — 
Pangea    in   Newbaryport — Mr.   Milton  continued  "fencing" — He 

K opted  Murray's  coiiise — Arminians,  etc.,  etc. — Potent,  though  now 
rbaric — Dr.  Proudfit — Efficiency  of  tht  means  of  grace  tmder  Mm— 
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A  four  days'  meeting  in  Milton's  church — Numbers  united — BesctToa 
— Twenty-nine  asked  diBniisHioDB,  but  could  not  fortn  a  church — The 
meeting- houBE  razeed — Tlie  crypt  of  Whitelleld — His  nrm-bcjne  pur- 
loined—A  wliiapecing  gallery — Dr.  P.'s  lafiL  cumraiinion  in  1832— 
His  departure  unhappy — -Many  candidates — Kevolutionistx  blndered 
by  the  PrEBbyteriati  civil  organiMtion — One  or  two  calls — The  efier- 
veacence — Stearns  8ettled--Peace  and  good  succesn — Bedford  and  D. 
McGregor— Bedford  less  carried  away  with  winds  of  ducirine — Rer. 
Tbos,  Savage  there  in  lS2t3 — Quite  equal  to  others — Antrim — Tbe 
Eev.  J,  M.  Whiton — Twelve  ruling  elders — A  succewfiil  miniRrj — 
1827 — Windham — IlartiB — Calvin  Cntler — The  daj's  of  eorroH  in 
Feterboro — They  observed  the  Lord's  Supper  ax  PreitbyieriiuH  one* 
annually^In  1S22  a  part  were  formed  into  a  PreHbylerian  chuicfa— 
Peter  llolt— Mr.  Pine— Josliua  Burrett-— Jus.  H.  French— In  iwnHy 
years  three  pafilorH — A  due  appreciation  necessary — Londandeny'^ 
Four  calls  voted — Dr.  Dana — Hia  salury — First  dinniUKkl  Uwn  in 
nearly  a  century — Dana  soon  pa«ior  in  the  Second  Church  in  Stm- 
buryport — Its  history  noticed — Calls  not  unanimouB  in  LonJotidcn^- 
A.  A.  Hayes  ordained  liy  three  of  each  kind — J,  R.  Adntns  ordiined 
by  fonr  and  three — The  ollice  of  ruling  elder  maintained,  with  Um 
name — Common  sense — Rev.  Mr.  Adama — His  murriBge  ditiplMMd 
hlH  ]ieople,  and  he  resigned  in  six  years — T.  G.  Urainard  pwlar  la 
184rf— Presbyterian  ism  in  N  ew  England  only  about  live  pHolu-ttn^Bf 
churches  and  about  ten  ulhers — Congregntionalism  now  nl  eaw — k|iir 
copalianisui  and  Methodism  now  increasing,  and  Popery  li«d  nor 
three  chapeU  in  Boston. 

The  history  of  this  period  it  in  difficult  to  write.  TTn 
data  are  few  and  the  materia!  is  scnnty,  ns  the  records  o{ 
Londonderry  Presbytery  are  lost.  Not  only  so,  but  in  Bos- 
ton, where,  as  a  local  organization,  it  had  by  spoliation,  ii 
1786,  ceased  to  exist,  it  now,  when  revived,  met  Congreg*- 
tional  ant^;onism  reinforced  by  Popery.  The  muss,  oaix, 
organs,  candles,  chrism,  man -millinery,  holy  watw,  soi 
extreme  unction,  were  introduced  in  178S.  or  before,  wA 
during  thia  period  of  .Unitarian  protoplasm  among  it* 
Congrefjationalists,  Priest  Cheverus,  from  France,  hail, 
after  1796,  made  an  increasingly  fiivor.ible  itnijresa* 
upon  the  descendants  of  the  Puntans.  His  pretleoefaon 
had  bought  from  Mr.  Croawell's  Congregation  all  at  society 
the  French  Presbyterian  meeting-house  in  Hchool  str«V 
and  had  occupied  it  as  a  mass-house  for  years. 

As  converts  were  multiplied  and  numhem  incrcased,tt 
"  aietets  "  were  "  led  about,"  at  least  to  "  guide  Uie  honsa" 
(1  Tim.  V.  14).  Accordingly,  in  June,  1820,  nuns  of  iM 
Unuline  order  were  planted  in  Boston  and  Ticinity.   Hi? 
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I  a  few  new  "  notions  "  in  the  line  of  instruction  for 
women  into  the  onco  Puritan  metropoUs,  and  cvent- 
stabliBhed  their  nunnery  at  Soinerviile,  Massachu- 

e  they  grew,  nnd  in  1S34  (says  D'Arcy  McGee), 
rs  were  circulated  of  a  young  lady  being  immured 
uujteon  of  the  convent"  "On  August  10th,  tlie 
►r.  Beecher  preached  in  three  diflerctit  churches 
1  the  institution,"  and  "  on  Monday,  tlie  llth,  tar- 
were  lighted  near  the  house  by  n  group  of  incendi- 
who  were  joined  by  a  tumultuous  crowd  from 
»town  and  Boston."  "Ten  adults  and  sixty  female 
in  were  within,  and  the  female  who  had  been  the 
,iale  cause  of  the 'excitement  was,  by  the  agitation 
niebt,  in  a  raving  delirium."  "After  the  first  attack 
uukntfl  paused  a  while,  and  the  governess  was  ensr 
p  secure  the  retreat  of  her  little  flock  and  sisters  into 
rden." 

I  after  1  a.  m.,  on  the  12th,  "  the  torch  was  applied 
convent,  the  bishop's  lodge,  to  the  farmhouse  for- 
oocupied  as  the  convent,  and  to  the  extensive  bam, 
le  four  buildings  were  reduced  to  ashes."  These 
stems  of  church  polity — Prelacy  and  Congregation- 
-wcre  now  in  this  case  jiitteci  against  each  other, 
vno'was  unjusti&able,  criminal,  and  dis"raceful  on 
tt  of  the  invaders,  while  it  formed  a  feeble  echo  of 
aDonstrotiun  made  against  the  Presbyterians  in  Paris 
nut  24lh,  1672.     Here  extremes  met. 

Sl8j  the  forces  opposing;  Presbyterianisra  in  Boston 
imiKhcd  witii  a  new  Congrcgjitionalist  recruit.  Tlie 
■  of  the  Swedish  baron — who,  under  the  name  of  a 
aa,  taught  that "  the  last  judgment  took  place  in  tlia 
Hi  world  in  a.  r.  1757,  who  denied  the  doctrine  of 
ononient  of  Christ,  or  vicarious  sacrifice,  together 
gstificntion  by  faith  alone,  the  resurrection  of  the 

II  body,  predestination,  etc.,  etc." — was  by  one  of 
lowers — Jir.  Worecster — unfurled  in  that  town, 
now  revert  to  Prt-sbyUri;inisni.  For  many  years 
u  to  the  war  of  1.SI2-14.  a  Mr.  Nathan  Parker,  a 
of  Maiden,  Musi:<.,  did  buHJoL'SFi  in  Newfoundland, 
lie  and  a  Mr.  James  Melknlfze,  a  native  of  lioston, 
tt,  erected  a  boutie  of  woreliip  for  "  the  first  CalviniDt 
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church  in  8t.  Johns."  Returning  to  Massachnsettt  fal 
1818,  and  being  attached  to  the  Rev.  James  Sabine,  of  that 
town,  an  Independent  from  England,  he  persuaded  him  to 
relinquish  a  lar^e  balance  of  overdue  salary  (said  to  be 
above  £300)  and  come  to  Boston  to  continue  to  be  his 
pastor. 

Mr,  Parker  at  this  timo,  although  a  deacon  in  Park 
Street  Church,  thought  that  a  third  orthodox  (or  Trini- 
tarian Congregation aliat)  society  was  required  in  the  town, 
and  to  the  erection  of  a  meeting-houae  on  Essex  street  he 
contribttted  thirty-three  thousand  dollars.  "  In  Janusrj', 
J819,  a  Congregational  church  was  gathered  in  Boylstoa 
Hall,  under  the  pastoral  care  of  Mr.  Sabine,  who  hud  ar- 
rived in  the  previous  Jnh",  and  the  house  was  dedicated 
in  December  following.  Here,  within  two  years,  the  povct 
of  the  popular  church  polity  became  increasingly  mani- 
fested. Tne  deacon  being  the  controlling  force,  having 
"loved  the  nation  and  (virtually)  built  tlie  synagt^e"  (m 
it  was  said),  found  he  had  not  the  right  man  to  "EU  tht 
pewa."  "Difficulties  resulted  in  the  withdrawnl  of  6» 
pastor  with  the  church,  as  a  body,  to  Boylston  Hull."  "A 
minority"  of  pew-boiders  (the  deacon  included)  "coo* 
tinued  to  worship  in  the  Essex  street  meeting-honw,  lb* 
premises  being  cniefly  their  own  property." 

Mr.  Parker  was  left  cxtenEively  "  alone  in  liis  gloi?' 
whCe  the  church  were  too  poor,  as  yet,  to  build  anoiSet 
edifice  for  that  persuasion,  which  now  was  obviously  ui^ 
necessary  in  the  city. 

On  Mareli  28th,  1822,  the  deacons,  Parker  and  Melledpi 
with  three  other  male  and  five  female  members,  were.oi 
their  own  "request,  dismissed  from  the  church  in  Boyish* 
HaJl,"  and  on  June  lOtli,  with  one  from  Braintree,  thiet 
from  the  Old  South  and  nine  from  Park  Street,  l>eside  tW  I 
from  Halifax,  Ma^s.,  they  were,  by  an  ecclesiastical  ooiw 
cil,  organized  as  the  Union  Church.  Sabine,  althno^  S 
moderate  Calvinist,  was  not  yet  acquainted  with  Prtfby 
terianism.  Being  left  with  his  "society"  sevcrtly  oloac^ 
and  having  the  whole  continent  from  which  to  choocea^ 
Bociation,  they  sought  fellowship  with  tlie  IxindondenT 
Presbytery,  and  were  hv  that  court  organized  as  »  ciiiiR^ 
on  November  23d,  182S.  Thus,  after  a  period  uf  ihiit^ 
seven  years,  this  church  polity  hjid  again  a  recugiiizctl  «*• 
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nee  in  Boston.  Not  a  little  friction  attended  their 
imtions,  when  they  attempted  to  transmute  the  species, 
rather  produce  "a  breed.       Those  who  had  previously 

I  deacons  did  not  always  exactly  fill,  even  when  elected 
ordained,  the  office  of  rulinir  elders.     Yet,  having  no 

ipathy  from  those  whom  they  had  left,  they  for  some 
rs  worked  hard.  In  1825  the  congregation  obtained  an 
itporatioii ;  and,  encouraged  with  hope,  they,  on  a  lot 
CD  had  been  deeded  to  them  as  Presbyterians  on  July 
1, 1825,  on  July  4th,  1827,  laid  the  corner-stone  of  a 
ich  edifice.  As  the  buildiug  was  erected  on  a  new 
,  llien  only  partially  reclaimed  from  the  tide,  the  street 
oalled  Church  street.  To  buy  land,  erect  an  edifice 
iupport  ordinances,  imposed  on  them  a  lieavy  bur- 
B,  flA  they  were  all  comparatively  poor,  . 
Iilifl  was  not  all ;  they  were  one  in  name,  but  not  so  in 
nor  in  early  Christian  education,  nor  perchance  ia 
In  the  ofi'ering  of  praise,  they  conformed  to 
r  surroundings.    Hence,  when  worshippers  came  to 

II  &<mi  British  Presbyterian  churches  and  found  only 
imitatione,  instead  of  their  '"gnarled"  version;  in 
t,  finding  onlv  Congregational  usages  in  worship,  the 

shields  of  Uehoboam  instead  of  the  golden  ones  of 

an.  while  more  brilliant  men  occupied  the  pulpits 

Old  South,  Park  Street  and  Essex  Street  meeting- 

,  thev  would  not  do  honor  to  the  mere  name, 

by  tne  force  of  circumstances  Mr.  Sabine  and  his 

became  Presbyterians,  they  were  not  only  opposed 

ortliodox,  but  at  least  partly  "chilled  off "  by  the 

ibyterr.    This  wo  see  set  forth  not  only  in  his  "  Eecle- 

"    '  Memoirs  of  Essex  Street  Religious  Society,"  but 

correspondence. 

-  ih  18lh,  1825,  he  wrote  to  the  Rev.  E.  L.  Parker: 
ibles  of  my  people  arose  from  their  former  con- 
meeting  and  sifting  was  instituted  by  Presby- 
a*.  Street  Church  (that  is,  his  own)  met  it,  and 
admitted  iionoral)ly.  They  then  expectetl  fel- 
lip  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  as  often  as  oppor- 
"  mi^ht  occur,  but  this  is  not  the  case.  A  brother 
tor  told  me  next  day  that  he  did  all  in  his  power  to 
t  oar  admission;  still,  he  said  our  admission  was 
[y  and  complete.    We  are  led  to  suspect  that  there  is 
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Bomething  out  of  order,  or  out  of  the  spirit  of  it.  Many  a 
ministering  brother  comes  and  goes,  and  though  we  are 
lying  wounded  and  hloody,  robbed  and  maimed,  as  left  by 
our  enemies,  they  pass  by  on  the  other  side.  Professor 
Hodge,  from  Princeton,  last  June,  while  I  was  from  home, 
was  applied  to  by  our  session  for  a  sermon,  as  the  pulpit 
was  unscpplied.  He  objected,  and  finally  refused,  saying, 
that  our 'admission  to  Presbi^ery  was  not  to  him  quite 
clear.'  This  want  of  order,  if  it  be  so,  is  declared  at  length  j 
by  Synod,  and  a  copy  given  to  me  last  October.  Our 
opposers  insinuate  that  we  will  be  rejected  and  cast  out 
before  long. 

"Do  you  know  anything  about  this  ?  You,  as  cleric,  can 
Bee  many  things  I  cannot.  All  I  want  of  you  is  W  tell 
me  all  you  kqow  of  this  matter,  not  officially,  but  as  t, 
brother.  An  expose  of  this  deep-laid  plot  will  save  me, 
yourself  and  the  Presbytery  a  deal  of  trouble.  So  con-  ■ 
sciouB  am  1  of  deserving  all  awarded  to  me  for  damage, 
service  and  sacrifice  in  the  result  of  Council,  in  1822,  thai 
I  am  afraid  to  see  no  man,  and  am  willing  to  staud  at  any 
tribunal  of  the  Presbyterian  CImrch;  but,  to  be  stabbed  in 
secret  and  privately  buried  as  a  malefactor,  I  have  no 
mind,  but  I  will,  if  I  can,  expose  their  agents, 

"  The  honor  and  spread  of  religion  are  deeply  interealei 
in  the  exposure  of  such  men  as  Dra.  Codman  and  Woods. 
None  of  my  troubles  or  of  the  church  were  by  me.  Of 
them,  entailed  on  the  Presbytery;  we  are  guiltless.  Yet  I. 
trust  a  way  will  be  found  out  in  which  they  can  cleat' 
themselves.  You  may  shew  this  letter  to  our  moderatoi; 
if  you  pledge  me  that  no  advice  or  intimation  of  matter  ift 
this  passes  over  the  limits  of  our  bodjr.  To  this  I  hol4 
you  pledged.  I  should  have  stated  above  that  Broths 
Williams,  of  Salem,  and  Brother  Parker,  of  Chester,  have 
exchanged  with  me,  but  there  ends,  thus  far,  all  intw 
course  with  the  Presbyterian  body.  The  distance  of  morf 
of  the  churches  is  a  bar,  others  are  willing,  if  opporluniV 
were  favorable,  but  the  pulpits  of  our  opposers  have  b«a 
decidedly  preferred  and  ours  totally  neglected. 

"James  Sabixe." 

This  statement  gives  to  us  a  bird's-eye  view  of  the  casBr 
and  upon  it  we  need  not  dwell.    There  waa  as  yet  bnt 


e  of  commercial  expansion  in  Boston  to  attract  foreign 

eabyterians,  and  to  obtaio  an  increase  of  ii\imbers  from 

T  eurroundings,  amidst  intense  opposition,  was  exten- 

'ly  im possible. 

t Under  their  trials  "the  love  of "  some  "waxed  cold," 

iiule  only  by  a  similar  crucial  test  can  the  worry  and 

■trembling  ol  heart  for  the  ark  of  God,"  which  thu  pastor 

ienced  for  years,  be  known,  for  "  the  he^irt  knoweth 

im  bitternesa."    Tliis,  for  even  a  few  years,  he  was 

^tO  endure. 

^  "  a  pastoral  letter  was  addressed  to  the  congre- 

%  March,  1827,  stating  their  liistory  as  a  people 

l^out  of  the  wide  world  under  peculiar  circum- 

>   But,  as  "no  notice,  either  good  or  bad,  had  been 

f  it  for  two  years,  and  as  he  did  not  know  whether 

ttlit  any  spiritual  benefit  to  them  or  otherwise,"  so, 

'329,  he  again  "stirs  up  their  (inactive,  if  not) 

I,  by  way  of  remembrance."    After  stating,  that 

"croesed  and  disappointed,"  because  in  competition 

ore  influential  sects,  in  providing  the  ordinances  of 

1  fi>r  the  increasing  population  of  our  city,  he  and 

od  been  nnsucceasful,  until  he  was  "  overwhelmed 

I  despondency,"    he    says:    "The    ecclesiastical    d^ 

'ion  to  which  we  belong  is  so  subdued  by  another 

te  powerful  sect,  and  so  mixcil  up  with  them,  that 

t  remains  of  replenishing  our  .Society  from  their 

B,"    This  unfolds  exactly  the  relative  position  of 

mism  east  of  the  Connecticut  river,  or  rather  in 

r  England,  from  generation  to  generation.     It  is 

1  by  and  mixed  up  with  "  Congregationalista. 

■  subduing  and  mixing, "  the  truth,  as  it  is  in 

V  invsriably  "  gains  "  much  "  harm  and  loss,"  while, 

'  '  is  the  infatuation,  wherever  modern  charity 

t  to  see  it,  reguiroa  an  absolute  belief  in  plon- 

Mr.  Sabme  continues :  "  lie  expected,  as 

t  what  was  lacking  on  the  part  of  his  peo- 

.[  to  the  smallnoss  of  thrir  numbers  and  tho  de- 

ol  state  of  their  means,  would  be,  in  some  measure, 

I    by   the   sympathy   and    benevolence   of    abler 

■  in  uur  own  liody.  or  their  rules  and  ordinances 

B  cyphers,  only  calculated  to  make  up  an  appeal*- 

,  where  Hie  reality  ia  wanting.     Such  complicated 


I 

J 


-  &4£)  HISTOBY  OF  PRESBVTERIANISM 

trials,  so  long  borne,  have  at  length  prostrated  my  he^tfi 
and  reduced  me  to  a  state  of  depression  truly  afflictive^ 
from  which  nothing  but  a  change  of  condition,  with  tbe 
blessing  of  God,  can  deliver  me."  He  then  states  that 
"  friendship  raised  up  in  a  circle  beyond  the  bounds  of  his 
own  society,  had  preserved  him  and  his  people  in  stand- 
ing in  the  Christian  church,  and  had  enabled  thera  to 
erect  their  place  of  worship." 

"  The  proprietors  of  the  house  are  pledged  to  the  dis- 
charge of  certain  obligations,  under  which  the  church  can- 
not De  brought,  and  in  which  case  the  church,  in  ila 
present  form,  can  afford  them  no  assistance." 

The  proprietors  were  here  the  incorporated  pew-ownfflB, 
over  which,  according  to  Congregational  civil  statute  la* 
(under  which  they  were  incorporated),  tbe  then  existiis 
Presbyterian  church  of  Boston  had  no  control.  The 
church,  that  is,  the  elders  and  roembers,  rulers  and  nilod, 
had  no  recognized  existence  in  civil  law,  by  which  they 
could  hold  and  enjoy  any  part  of  the  property  obtaiaei 
Hence,  "  the  proprietors  of  the  house  are  pledged  tti  tht 
dischiu^e  of  certain  obligations,  under  which  the  church 
cannot  be  brought,"  and  in  which,  "  as  a  properly  organs 
ized  Presbyterian  church,  it  can  afford  the  proprietors  sfc 
aBsistance. '  If  the  reader  will  please  teep  this  recordoJ 
fact  in  memory,  lie  can  clearly  see  what  has  signed  ths 
death-warrant  for  Presbyterianism  in  Congregational  Noi# 
England.  • 

"  My  duty  then  is  plain,  and  that  is,  to  secure  the  enti4 
apparatus  of  the  church  upon  a  foundation  that  will  prft- 
■vide  for  its  exigencies  temporal  and  spiritual.  Those  d 
you  who  can  go  into  these  measures,  cheerfully  andwiA 
a  good  conscience,  will  he  able  to  exemplify  the  comrato' 
principles  of  our  Christian  faith  apart  from  all  sectarian- 
ism.  Others  of  you,  not  so  minded,  forbidJen  by  a  teif 
der  conscience,  will  find  another  way,  and  no  damage  will 
be  sustained  by  either  party." 

Hie  letter  presents  tbe  too  common  apathy  of  the  eso^Q 
Presbyterianism,  and  ita  almost  hopeless  slruffgla  witil 
modern  Congregationalism  in  the  lanu  of  its  birth! 

As  Mr.  Sabine  was  trained  under  and  into  Independenn, 
and  not  taking  Presbyterianism  "in  the  natural  way,"» 
was  "  ready  to  change."    His  aid  had  come  irom  Ej/igca 


IH  MEW  ENGLAND.  341 

i  friends,  while  Presbyterians  hud,  like  the  priest  and 
t  Levite,  "passed  by  on  the  other  side."  As  "that 
ich  is  natural  is  first,  and  afterward  that  which  is 
litnal,"  BO,  by  relievins  hirn  and  his,  when  in  distress 
I  want,  he  was  naturally  drawn,  eccleaiaatically,  to  his 
wfactors.  Consequently,  within  a  year  he  "took  or- 
"  in  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church,  and  it  is  said  a 
rt  of  the  congregation  went  with  him. 
Thus  "  ended  the  first  lesson "  of  Presbyterianisra  in 
,  under  the  Synod  of  Albany ;  and  thus  there, 
fliin  ninety  years,  were  three  churclies  of  that  order 
itted  out.  "  The  proprietors  of  the  house"  were  moored  to 
't  "obligations,"  and  the  church  in  its  then  present 
0^  destitute  of  a  pastor,  was  in  no  position  to  afford 
B  ssBistance. 

linr  had  forgotten  the  wise  counsel  of  John  Rodgera : 
iQa  BOt  your  house  too  hiyh."  Consequently,  for  a 
I  of  some  88,000  due  to  the  builders,  the  fine  brick 
loe  of  "  The  First  Presbyterian  Society,  Boston,"  was, 
July,  1834,  sold  to  the  Metliodists. 
"loat  1824  omgregations  appear  to  have  been  raulti- 
I  by  accessions  from  different  towns,  which  came  to 
ItTterianism,  and,  in  182-5,  out  of  the  Londonderry 
tfke  Presbytery  of  Newbnryport  was  formed,  of  course 
!m  aathority  of  the  Synod  of  Albany.  In  1828  it  era- 
Id  six  churches  and  twelve  ministers,  including  the 
r.  Mr.  Sabine,  Church  Street  ciiurcli,  and  one  in  Mill- 
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Mid  Presbytery  was  fonned,  is  matter  of  conjeo- 
It  appears  to  have  received  as  its  "form  of  sound 
i"  the  Westminster  Catechism  only  "  for  substance 
itrine,"  and  the  congregations  which  composed  it 
i  gimerally  only  to  have  grasped  this  form  of  gov- 
Qt  for  a  season,  a^  something  tangible  and  compara- 
Bt^e.  Hence,  in  1811,  snys  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ezra 
Ely  (Contrasi,  pp.  278,  279),  "The  New  England 
n  formerly  had  a  confession  and  system  of  ecelesi- 
gcrernment;  but  the  admission  of  multitudes,  who 
cnnlMl  those  standards,  to  every  privilege  and  ofBce, 
&aUy  producoil  this  effect,  that  few  churches  acknowl- 
I  the  aothority  of  their  platforms  of  government,  and 
r  t&W  baTe  any  government  at  all.    That  the  Siiybrook, 
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Cambridge  and  Boston  platforms  should  be  in  many 
churches  disregarded  after  the  most  solemn  adoption  by 
the  original  churches  of  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts,  is 
not  wonderful,  when  we  remember  that  those  valuable  in- 
struments contain  the  marrow  of  Calvinism.  The  Hop- 
kinsiana,  SabelUans,  Ariana  and  Socinians  cannot  be  ex- 
pected to  like  them. 

"  When  any  individual  is  admitted  to  the  Presbyterian 
church  in  the  United  States,  he  either  professes,  or  tacitly 
consents  sincerely  to  '  receive  and  adopt  the  confession  of 
faith  of  this  church,  as  containing  the  system  of  doctrine 
taught  in  the  Holy  Scriptures,'  and  '  no  person,  who  is  not 
fully  convinced  of  the  truth  of  this  system,  or  who  is  nol 
a  Calviniet  in  sentiment,  can  conscientiously  unite  hiiB^ 
self  to  the  Presbyterian  church,  by  assent  to  its  confeasigU 
of  faith.  Neither  can  such  a  person,  without  prevaries- 
tion,  consent  to  the  standards  of  any  Presbyterian  conns- 
gatioti  in  the  United  States.  This  should  be  well  under- 
Btood  by  private  Christians  and  by  all  the  rulers  in  tba 
household  of  faith.  A  confession  of  faith  should  be  a  bond 
of  union;  but  it  will  be  of  no  utility,  when  persons  of  con- 
trary opinions,  ujion  the  fundamental  articles  of  religiuo, 
Bubscribe  it.  It  then  only  becomes  the  bond  of  perpetual 
discord. 

"  Should  teachers  and  private  Christians,  secedere  from 
the  Calvinism  of  the  reformed  churches,  continue  to  enter 
the  Presbyterian  church,  the  result  must  probably  be, 
that  the  confession  of  faith  and  form  of  government  dot 
(in  April,  1811)  used  with  the  most  happy  effect,  nwat 
soon,  like  the  Cambridge,  Boston  and  Sayhrook  platfonnaf 
without  any  repeal,  be  consigned  to  the  garret,  there  to 
moulder  until  the  antiquarian  shall  deem  them  wortliy  of 
a  place  in  liia  library." 

I  thus  quote  extensively  from  this  candid  author,  be- 
cause the  iruits  of  expediency  were  now  (in  1828)  appear- 
ing as  -apjjles  of  discord,  and  ministers  must,  in  mwern 
phraseology,  settle  down  in  their  "affinities."  The  Ptes- 
byterian  church  in  the  United  States  then  required  assent 
to  a  creed,  not  so  since  1869. 

"In  the  year  1801  a  conventional  agreement  was  en- 
tered into  with  the  General  Association  of  Connecticut,  by 
the  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  for  the  puipou 
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preventing  alienation,  and  promoting  liarmony  in  those 
!W  setlJenients  whicli  were  then  coinposerl   of  persons 

tlkerint;  to  both  these  bodies."  (Dig.,  p.  fi75.)  By  this 
1  BtandinK  comniitt«e  for  the  exercist;  of  discipline," 
*  en  by  the  church,  were  to  take  the  place  as  a  substi' 
for  n  constituted  session  of  ordained  ruling  elders  in 
itiiiicb  courts,  and  from  whose  "  result "  no  appeal  could 
t  taken  to  a  Presbytery,  as  tliey  were  not  under  tlje  juria- 
letion  of  any, 

This  "  breed  "  (by  the  crossing  of  two  species")  had  now 

i>wn  for  one-fourth  of  a  century,  and  in  the  face  of  dis- 

Dto  and  n  rotes  Is,  these  "mixi^d  societies"  even  forced 

ar  unoruained  men  into  the  Assembly  as  constituent 

mbers.     (/ft.)    This  body  being  now  honey-combed  in 

mnnmcnt,  it  was,  of  course,  proportionably  leavened  in- 

■uingly  with  "secedors  from  the  Calvinism  of  the  Re- 

tmed  churches."    In   such  ca-^es,  as  Socinianism  bad 

iir  extensively  permeated   the  Congr^ational   Societies 

Uaasuchusetts,  so  this  plausible  scheme  of  Joab  and 

Da«a  charity,  to  gratify  the  lust  of  numbers,  brought 

nnben  into  churches,  and  congregations  into  Presby- 

lies,  until  many  were  "  defiled  by  roots  of  bitterness." 

With  increasing  readiness  also,  Presbyterian  churches 

New  England  called  ministers  of  the  Slate  order,  to 

with  them  as  their  pastors.    Thus,  when  the  Rev. 

Dana  was  called  to  the  Presidency  of  Dartmouth 

h)  18*20,  the  Rev.  Siimuel  Porter  Williams,  a  Con- 

niilUt,  who  had  previously  labored  in  two  churches 

ord«r,  was  settled,  February  8th,  IS^l,  as  pastor  of 

Vmi  Presbyterian  church  in  Newbury  port.     How  far 

Mtora   and    people    in   both   Presbyteries,  had    become 

'NMdera  from  the  .Calvinism  of  the  iBeformed  churches" 

'In  the  absence  of'their  records),  we  can  but  approxi- 

in.ili'lv  ascertain.     It  is  probable  that  the  new  one  em- 

k:u;:i  the  greatest  amount  of  heterodoxy,  for,  when  the 

"  [bh  tif  union"  of  1801,  was,  as  an  " unnatural  and  un- 

^■u-tlt^ltional  system"  (/Jig., p.  716)  abrogateil  in  the  Aa- 

•rtuMy  by  a  vot«  of  143  to  110,  in  1837,  "the  Presbytery 

vi  N,  wburyjwrt,  not  being  disposed  to  decide  lietweon  the 

two  b'xliea  (Uld  and  New  Schools)  claiming  the  namc>  and 

llgfau  of  the  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  hfte 

i/my»  the  Key.  1.  F.  Steams,  in  IMtJj  remained  settamte." 


(Cm,  Ser.,  p.  47.)  This  the  mother  Piesbytery,  much  to 
her  credit,  did  not  do,  and  the  churches  in  Newburyport, 
always  holding  the  catechisna  "for  substance  of  doctrine, 
soon  rejoined  her,  while  the  other  congregationB,  "not 
being  disposed "  (when  in  Presbyterial  form)  "  to  decide 
between  "  the  theology  of  the  Rev.  Albert  Eamea  and  that 
of  I^rinceton,  were  speedily  disintegrated,  carrying  with 
them  into  CongregationaUsm,  whatever  ecclesiafitical  sub- 
Btanee  they  occupied. 

Thus,  the  ninth  Presbytery  in  New  England  in  one 
hundred  and  ten  years  (with  its  predeoesaora),  after  aa 
existence  of  twelve  years,  floated  into  oblivion  in  1838. 

The  Presbytery  of  Newburyport  was  formed  ia  1825.  j 
The  pretext  seemingly  was,  that  as  the  State  of  Maasachn- 
setts  was  more  influential  than  that  of  New  Hampshire, 
she  ought  to  have  a  Presbytery,  and  there  were  now 
enough  of  pastors  resident  in  the  Bay  State  for  the  pia- 
pose.  When  constituted  by  the  Synod  of  Albany  out  of 
the  Presbytery  of  Londonderry,  it  consisted  of  the  fi«t 
church  of  Newburyport,  the  church  of  Salem,  of  I*rincetOB, 
Mass. ;  of  Dracut,  Milbury  and  Church  Street  church,  Bos- 
ton, It  continued  as  a  court  until  the  separation  of  the 
schools,  in  1838,  after  which  it  drifted,  and  by  1847  only 
the  First  church  in  Newburyport  retained  the  name,  in 

?art  owing  to  their  arrangements  in  their  civil  matters  as 
resbyterians,  and  to  their  experience  in  the  early  years  of 
their  existence. 

Again  we  look  west  of  the  river  Connecticut,  and  we  find 
Barnet,  Ryegate,  Topsham  and  Craftsbury  steadfast  in  tb«ir 
profession.  Near  the  end  of  the  last  century  the  Rev,  Job. 
McKinney,  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  preachetl 
in  Ryegate,  and  in  1800  his  brother-in-law,  the  Rev,  Wm. 
Gibson,  of  the  same  pcrsuaaion,  wos  settled  there  as  town 
minister. 

In  1802  they  ordained  the  Rev.  Saml.  B.  Wiley,  D.  D.,in 
later  life  a  pastor  and  teacher  of  high  position  in  Phihdd- 
phia. 

Until  1815  Mr.  Gibson  labored  faithfully  and  Bucceaf 
fully  in  the  ministry  in  Ryegate,  and  in  1817  he  was  snc- 
ceeded  by  the  Rev.  James  Milligan,  D.  D,  Previouely  to 
settlement  there  he  had  preached  a  good  while  to  a  peoph 
in  Tunbridge,  and  a  little  congregation  was  there  furtuedi 
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was  crushed  out  by  resuscitating  the  Congregational- 
^  Bodety  of  the  town.  He  was  then  settled  pastor  of  the 
Congregationa  of  this  order  in  Vermont,  then  coneisting  of 
ftbout  eiglity  regular  members,  extending  from  Tunbridge 
■to  Barnet  and  Craftebury,  a  territory  nearly  forty  miles 
^Square.  His  congregation  increased  rapidly  in  all  that 
Tinge  of  country.  He  preached  frequently  in  Chelsea, 
Ccdnth,  Newbury,  Topsnam,  Peacham,  J)an\-ille,  Cabot, 
Hardwicke,  etc.  About  1831  Mr.  Milligan  gave  a  branch 
of  his  congrt^ation  in  Topshnm  to  the  Eev.  Wm,  Sloan, 
who  obtained  the  minister's  lot  of  that  town.  He  labored 
fcithfiilly  there  for  some  years,  but  his  support  was  inade- 
quate and  he  left. 

Although  Topsham  never  returned  formally  to  the  pas- 
towl  charge  of  Mr.  Milligan,  still  he  supplied  them  occa- 
Bonally,  took  a  friendly  care  of  them  as  far  as  he  could, 
and  as  they  needed.  In  the  meantime  he  gave  Craftsbury, 
a  church  of  above  sixty  members,  over  to  the  care  of  the 
Sev.  Samuel  M.  Wilson,  who,  after  a  few  years,  removed  to 
Delaware  county,  N.  Y. 

He  was  succeeded  by  his  nephew,  the  Eev.  R.  Z.  Wilson, 
Irho  at  the  end  of  this  quarter  hiid  chnrge  of  that  congre- 
.{ation.  Mr.  Milligan  labored  still  in  Ryegate  and  Barnet, 
md  with  the  consent  of  his  people,  periorined  several  mis- 
tionary  tours  into  Canada,  upper  and  lower.  DifficuUies 
arose  in  his  congr^ation  about  "  lining  tlie  psalms."  The 
New  Enghmd  people  favored  book  singing,  and  the  Scotch 
yere  zealous  for  lining.  He  took  part  against  the  Scotch, 
pnd  had  on  account  of  the  diMculties  to  leave  them  in 
After  his  removal  the  Ryegate  and  Rarnet  people 
billed  the  Rev.  James  Milligsin  lieattie,  who  has  since,  not 
miy  to  1843,  till  1868,  hut  till  1881  been  their  pastor.  In 
JB&6  the  Rev.  N.  R.  Johnston  was  pastor  of  the  Topsham 
fongregation,  and  Mr.  R.  Shields,  a  probationer,  was 
fareaching  in  Craftebury. 

'  During  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Milligan  a  division  took 
dace  in  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  in  America  re- 
peating the  use  of  the  elective  franchise — one  party  main- 
taining that  those  who  exercised  it  under  the  Constitution  of 
>e  United  States  ought  to  be  subjected  to  the  discipline  of 
le  church;  the  other  maintainmg  that  this  should  be 
iiade  a  matter  of  forbearance.    This  resulted,  in  a,  d.  1833, 
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in  the  formation  of  two  separate  synods.  The  effect  ma 
BOOH  felt  ill  Kyegate,  and  in  1S43  the  church  was  hopelessly- 
divided.  Those  who  would  make  it  not  a  matter  of  disci- 
pline but  of  forbearance,  were  recognized  as  the  congrees' 
tion  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church,  OF  New  School.  Those  who  considered  it  a  mutter 
of  duty  to  abstain  from  the  use  of  the  elective  franchise 
were  and  are  called  the  Reformed  Presbyteriana,  or  Old 
School. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Milligan  left,  the  New  Light  diWsion  ob- 
tained an  organization  in  South  Ryegate,  and  had  (in 
1856)  one  or  two  congregations  in  Caledonia  and  Orange 
counties,  Vermont. 

During  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  David  Goodwillie  in 
the  Associate  church  in  Barnet  from  1790  to  1830,  mora 
than  four  hundred  persona  were  enrolled  as  membere,  !»■ 
aide  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  probably  in  RyegsK, 
which  from  1790  till  1822  shared  one-sixth  of  his  labor,      ' 

In  September,  1826,  his  son  Thomas  was  installed  as  Us 
nsBiatant  in  Bamet,  wliile  in  1822  the  Rev.  Thomas  Ferriei   ' 
was  inducted  as  puator  ia  Ryegate,  which  charge  he  held 
for  five  years. 

In  June,  1830,  by  the  Presbytery  of  Cambridge  CS.  \'.\ 
Mr.  William,  son  of  the  Rev.  Alexander  Pringle  (who  wai 
for  more  than  sixty  years  pastor  of  the  Associate  congre- 
gation of  Perth,  Scotland),  was  ordained  as  their  pastor, 
and  continued  in  that  office  till  1852. 

In  1840  the  Presbytery  of  Cambridge  was  rent  by  fection, 
and  from  1846  the  Rev.  James  McArthur  ministered  one- 
half  of  his  time  in  Ryegate,  and  the  other  half  at  Steven*' 
.  village,  in  Burnet.  He  resigned  these  charges  in  1S57. 
This  was  well,  for  it  would  have  taken  a  much  longer  time 
for  the  wrath,  prejudice  and  partisan  spirit  of  nmn  there 
to  "work  the  nghteousness  of  God." 

Living  remote  from  Cambridge  and  being  prospered  aa 
pastoral  charges,  the  ministers  and  congregations  in  tli« 
Stateadherincto  that  Presbytery  were,  on  July  10th,  l*lt', 
according  to  the  decree  of  the  Associate  Synod,  constituted 
the  Associate  Presbytery  of  Vermont.  It  might  not  be 
amiss  here  to  ask  how  it  was  that  these  congrcgatiotu 
under  Milligan,  Goodwillie,  Pringle,  and,  others  progpotnl 
as  Presbyterians,  while  not  a  few  (as  noticed)  soiik  into  l^ 
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liTiftri.or,  if  holding  their  fnnTi  of  povemmeDt,  they  merely 
continued  to  oxist  from  181H  till  1843? 

One  reason  obviously  was  tliiit "  the  doctrine  of  God,  our 
Saviour"  was  tti  tliera  of  more  importance  than  the  "divers 
iiid  strange  doctrines  "  witli  wliich  Congregationalism  had 
flooded  New  England.  Thi*  Shorter  Catechism  was  inva- 
riably their  "form  of  sound  words."  But  their  gniHp  of 
this  was  strengthened  by  the  use  of  the  inspired  psalms. 
These  aa  a  jmrtion  of  "the  word  which  has  proceeded  out 
of  the  mouth  of  God,"  and  by  whidi  alone  man  ia  ever  to 
lire,  formed  a  part  of  their  daily  bread. 

Their  toil  must  vary  with  the  seasons,  but  with  them  it 
jras  as  im{M.>rutive  as  it  was  pleasant  to  "  shew  forth  the  lov- 
ing kindness  ol"  God  in  the  morninjr,  and  to  declare  to  him 
•hk  faithfulness  every  nijrht."  Like  the  dwellers  on 
**  WmI  Running  Brook,"  in  Derry,  a  century  before,  they  be- 
RMi  and  ended  each  day  with  family  worship,  and  by  them 
tho  house  of  God"  was  not  "forsaken,"  "This  fonned  the 
«sii  of  their  (daily)  mind ;  this  made  them  steadfast  in 
ttietr (p>od  old  way."  "The  church  in  the  house  "  was  with 
Uetn  a  power  subservient  to  the  purity  of  doctrine,  the 
fillfilnient  of  daily  duties,  the  patient  endurance  of  toil  and 
Uii,  the  support  of  ordinances,  and  the  prowtli  of  the  di- 
vine lifti  in  their  nouls  and  the  souls  of  their  children. 
Vunily  worship  is  set  up  and  maintained  only  where  that 
"(Bar  of  God  which  is  the  l>eginmng  of  wisdom  "  exists, 
vhileits  "  fruit  is  unto  holiness  and  the  end  everlasting  life." 
Households  thus  trained,  with  less  diflicultv  than 
otters,  "  serve  their  generation  by  the  will  of  God.''  They 
■tnde  under  the  shadow  of  tliu  Almighty,  and  "  render  to 
Oiaar  the  things  that  are  his."  For  all  this,  the  use,  the 
'  incteased  understanding,  and  the  spiritual  realization  of 
"the  glorious  psalms,  which  have  been  dropped  down 
from  an  lii^her  plane  "  (Rev.  Joseph  Cook),  not  the  "en- 
titii^  words  of  man's  wisdom  "  in  poetry  can  alone  avail. 
In  some  four  or  five  towns  of  Caledonia  and  Orleans 
toantics,  Vermont,  at  tho  end  of  this  quarter  of  a  century, 
fitePsulniB,  while  they  were  ignored  or  consigned  to  ob- 
liiinn  in  all  places  elsewhere  in  New  England,  were  there 
a«d  na  the  matter  of  praise  to  Jehovah.  To  supply  the 
ttogregstiona  named  when  vacant,  and  to  occupy  in 
inwing  stations,  required  not  a  little  labor  at  this  point 
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BO  distant  beyond  the  Green  Mountains,  yet  the  demand 
■was  met.  As  an  item  illustrative,  I  present  the  statement 
of  Mrs.  William  Gray,  of  Ryegate,  made  October  21st, 
1876,  who  was  married  in  1813,  and  was  "given  to  hos- 
pitality : " 

"I  have  entertained"  (^here  naming  them)  "in  sisty- 
three  years  thirty-eight  mtnisters,  wHo  all  came  from  the 
State  of  New  York  and  beyond  as  pastors  and  supplies  to 


During  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  Wm.  Morrison,  D.  D., 
the  church  of  Londonderry  received  substantial  aid  from 
tlie  estate  of  Elder  John  Pinkerton,  who  died  in  May, 
1816.  "  He  bestowed  nine  thousand  dollars  upon  each  of 
the  two  Presbyterian  congregations  in  town  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  gospel,  and  tliirteen  thousand  as  a  fund  for  tne 
support  of  an  academy."     (P. ) 

He  wisely  directed  how  his  earnings  should  be  used, 
and  of  his  will  so  much  is  transferred  to  his  tombstone  as 
shews  that  so  long  as  the  doctrine  tiiught  in  Princeton,  N. 
J.,  should  be  inculcated  there,  so  long  should  said  funds 
be  enjoyed  by  that  J^sbyterian  churcli.  To  t«ach 
another  doctrine  would  "impair  the  obligations  of  the 
contract ; "  hence  the  Londonderry  church  continued  to  bfl 
Fresbyterian,  while  those  "  given  to  change  "  (some  twenty- 
three  members)  about  1839,  united  with  forty  from  East 
Derry,  and  formed  the  Congregational  "  society  "  in  Derty 
Lower  village.     (Pert.) 

Dr.  Morrison  was  succeeded,  January  15th,  1822,  by  the 
Rev.  Daniel  Dana,  D.  D.,  who  was  called  from  the  pna- 
dency  of  Dartmouth  College,  and  on  his  own  requMt  Iw 
was  released  in  April,  1826. 

He  was  succeeded  on  June  25th,  1828,  by  the  Hw. 
Amasa  A.  Hayes,  who  di&d  October  2M,  1830,  fn'^ttr  la- 
mented. On  October  5th,  1831,  the  Rev.  John  R.  Acunt 
was  installed,  and  on  his  own  request  he  was  dimntaaed bjr 
the  Presbytery  in  September,  1838.  In  Londonderry  IM 
tiiwn  meetings  have  always  been  opened  with  pranr. 
This  was  a  not  unfrequenl  custom  in  many  towns  wfiM 
sound  doctrine  was  maintained  and  godtinetts  was  ahewB 
in  New  England,  although  to  infidelity  now  it  laokaTMV 
much  like  "church  and  state."  The  Rev.  TirmKhjr  9. 
Brainerd  was  installed  pastor  in  that  church  on  Nc 
6th,  1840. 
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Since  1827  the  old  or  east  town  hud  been  by  legislative 
cnactDient  called  Derry,  and  in  it  the  Rev.  h.  L.  Parker, 
vho  was  ordained  and  installed  on  September  12th, 
ISIO,  continued  fUccesstuUy  to  labor  through  this  quarter 
rfa  century.  His  fort  was  not  in  the  teaching  of  "the 
doctrine  of  God  our  Saviour,"  distinguishing  things  which 
differ,  but  in  practicai  instruction  and  diligence  in  pastoral 
libor  "  frtrm  home  to  hovse."  "  No  one  ever  heard  froin  hie 
pulpit  the  distinctive  views  or  modes  of  philosophizing 
adopted  by  Kdwards,  Hopkins,  Dwight,  Burton  or  Em- 
mons." Yet  in  hie  charge  of  nearly  four  hundred  fam- 
ilies, and  nearly  two  thousand  souls,  it  was  affirmed  by 
others  that  he  knew  the  name  of  every  child.  The  people 
iud  now  for  a  century  formed  religious  habits  of  family 
<salecbizing,  family  worship,  attachment  to  the  house  of 
Ood,  Sabbath  sanctification,  and  respect  to  their  pastors 
"^ben  worthy  of  their  confidence,  so  that  he  had  "other 
VUea's  lines  of  things  made  ready  to  his  hand." 

Beside  this  he  was  surrounded  by  a  lai^  number  of 
Jing  elders,  who  "magnified  their  ofiTice"  in  "taking 
■ed  to  the  flock  over  which  the  Holy  Ghost  had  made 
titem  bishops;"  so,  notwithstanding  that  the  disturbing 
ttartiee,  who  bad  previously  sold  their  Presbyterian 
■birthright"  for  less  than  a  "mess  of  pottage,"  had  re- 

I turned,  and  confidence  in  them  must  have  been  exten- 
aively  "like  a  broken  tootli,  or  a  foot  out  of  joint,"  the 
congrcfiation  as  a  working  church  thus  manned  were 
pfobablv  not  surpassed  by  any  (and  probably  not 
(qoalled)  in  New  England  for  eflSciency.  While  all 
lEings  were  thus  conducted  well,  "  decently  and  in  order," 
the  pastor  acted  on  the  principle  that  youth  is  the  seed 
time  of  life,  and  "  years  previous  to  the  establishment  of 
Eobbatb  schools  in  New  England,  he  adopted  measures  to 
^TB  the  youth  of  his  charge  a  more  extensive  and  exact 
bowledge  of  the  Bible. 
"Afl  early  as  1S15  he  established  monthly  the  'Adelj)hi' 
Btdf^  for  young  men  and  (meeting  at  a  ditferent  time 
*Jth  the  Hume  frequency)  the  Young  Toadies' Catechetical 
Society."  Tliese  were  expected  to  illustrate  and  establish 
Pirtjcular  assigned  subjects  by  texts  of  Scripture.  Few 
Oongregations  had  a  more  promiMng  circle  of  young  men 
thlLD  this  one,  before  the  advantages  neld  out  to  them  boat 
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abroad  induced  them  to  leave  their  native  place.  He 
would  persuade  the  youth  to  commit  to  memory  the  Shorter 
Catechvim,  and  for  many  years  his  custom  was  to  give  a 
pocket  Testament  to  every  child  who  would  repeat  it  per- 
fectly. This  was  wisdom.  When  Sabbath  schools  and 
temperance  societies  were  introduced,  he  was  earnest  that 
all  the  children  might  take  an  interest  in  them;  and  ta 

E remote  general  education,  he  during  almost  the  whole  of 
is  ministry  visited   the  eight  or  ten  week-day  schools 
each  four  times  a  year.    The  scholars  knew   that  their 
progress  was  marked,  and  were  thus  quickened  to  nobler 
exertions  for  the  next  school  visitation.    In  the  diffusion 
and  enjoyment  of  higher  education,  both  pastor  and  people 
were  active.     He  was  a  trustee  in  both  the  Pinkerton 
Academy  and  in  the  Adams'  Female  Academy  from  their 
first  establishment,  and  was  President  of  both  boards  at 
the  time  of  his  death.    In  favorable  weather  lie  usually 
preached  three  times  on  the  Sabbath,  in  the  evening  at  on 
outpost  in  one  of  the  school-houses,  and  it  is  judged  that 
on  an  average  he  preached  three  lectures  a  week.    The 
first  temperance  society  and  the  first  Sabbath  Gchool  in  the 
State,  it  is  believed,  were  by  him  established  in  Derry," 

Aa  we  have  seen,  in  17S6  Mrs.  Agnes  Wilson  refused  (o 
have  her  pew,  owned  in  her  own  right,  taxed  for  the  re- 
pairs and  painting  of  the  church,  when  a  majority  of  the 
pew  proprietors  and  others  "  impaired  the  obligations  of 
the  contract"  made  between  John  Little  and  tlie  bene- 
ficiaries of  his  trust  by  voting  Presbyterian  property  into 
Congregational  use.  And  while  she  had  the  mortifiention 
to  see  a  stranger  of  another  denomination  foisted  into  her 
father's  pulpit,  and  sought  religious  instruction  for  ]ie> 
self  and  her  family  elsewhere,  she  lived  to  see  not  less 
than  four  other  occupants  in  the  desk  of  Federal  Street 
Church— Belknap,  in  1787,  Popkin,  in  1799,  Channing,  in 
1803,  and  Gannett,  in  1824,  when  she  was  eighty-seven 
years  old. 

She  witnessed  at  least  one  other  revolution  beside  thnt 
of  colonial  independence,  but  of  an  opposite  character- 
one  in  which  "  the  Son  of  God  was  trodden  under  foot,  th* 
blood  of  the  covenant  wherewith  he  was  sanctified  counted 
an  unholy  thing,  and  despite  done  unto  the  Spirit  of 
grace,"  and  all  this  in  "  the  Iriah  Presbyterian  meeting 
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house  "  in  the  presence  of  John  Little's  pew,  by  the  opera- 
tion of  Congregationalism,  in  the  space  of  thirty-eight 
years. 

During  this  period,  1818-1843,  several  changes  in  the  way 
of  worship  were  introduced  in  Sewburyport,  such  as  not 
leading  out  the  hymn,  line  by  hne,  dropping,  in  connection 
wiUi  the  observance  6f  the  Lord's  Supper,  the  week-day 
meetings,  all  except  the  fast  on  Tuesday,  and  the  "  fencing 
of  the  table.  This  implies  that  they  still  sat  down  at 
stable,  and  did  not  hand  the  elements  around. 

In  the  Prospect  Street  Church,  after  the  usage  had  been 
discontinued  by  Mr.  Miltiniore  in  the  first  Presbyterian, 
Mr.  Milton,  who  was  a  foreigner,  it  is  said,  continued 
the  practice  till  hia  death.  Adopting  a  course  similar 
to  the  one  pursued  by  Mr.  Murray  in  the  close  of  his 
Bonnon.  he  would  say :  "  From  our  subject  we  learn  who 
have  and  who  have  not  a  right  to  come  to  this  holy 
table.  Surely  they  have  no  right  here,  who  trample  under 
their  feet  the  blood  of  the  everlasting  covenant,  and  do 
despitfi  to  the  Spirit  of  grace.  I  do,  therefore,  solemnly 
Mclose  and  fence  this  table;  I  clo  warn  all  unregenerated 
persons  not  to  draw  near;  I  debar  all  who  deny  the  impu- 
tation of  sin  and  righteousness,  for  they  can  never  have 
"known  the  plague  of  their  own  hearts,  nor  the  need  of 
^righteousness  answerable  to  the  demands  of  the  law — all 
Arminians,  for  they  depend  on  and  seek  to  justify  them- 
ielves  by  their  own  works — all  Antinomians,  who  profess 
to  receive  him  by  faith,  but  in  works  deny  him — all 
Arians  and  Socinians,"  etc.,  etc. 

Although  such  exercises  wear  a  barbaric  aspect,  not 
<Bily  to  those  who  "  live  according  to  the  course  of  this 
world,"  under  modern  culture,  but  to  all  hymn-singers, 
yet  they  were  potent,  under  God  the  Spirit,  in  "  warning 
Suie  unruly  and  comforting  the  foeble-miudea,"  while  they 
gnade  those  who  were  "strong  in  the  Lord"  "ponder  the 
paths  of  their  feet,"  as  they  were  about  to  "take  the  cup 
tef  Halvation." 

The  Rev.  John  Proudfit,  D.  D.,  was  called  from  Rutgers 
College,  New  Jersey,  and  installed  pastor  of  the  first  Pres- 
byterian church  in  Newburyport,  on  October  4th,  1827. 
At  this  date  the  efficiency  of  the  means  of  grace  seems  to 
have  continued,  and  while,  during  hia  ministry,  two  com- 
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muniotis  passed  without  additions,  still  his  annual  emxa^ 
for  five  and  one-half  years  about  equalled  the  entire  unitm 
annual  increase  of  his  predecessors.  Parsons  had  an  annnd 
increase  averaging  ten;  Murray,  seven ;  Dana,  eight ;  Wil- 
liams, fifteen ;  and  Proudflt,  thirty-nine. 

His  health  failed.  On  July  3d,  1831,  he  saOed  for 
Europe,  and  was  absent  till  January,  1832.  His  pulpit 
was  supplied  by  Rev.  Mr.  Cbeever  and  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Abbott,  ConKregationaliats. 

On  June  2lBt,  a  four  days'  meeting  was  commenced  at 
Mr.  Milton's  church,  aa  most  central,  by  Drs.  Beecber, 
Wisner,  Adams,  and  Rev.  Messrs.  Gumming,  Cleaveland, 
Blanchard,  and  others — all  Congregational ists.  In  foa^ 
teen  montJis  one  hundred  and  twenty  united  with  this 
church,  and  by  October,  1832,  the  usual  reaction  took 
place,  when,  "  owing  to  some  recent  difficulties,"  twenty- 
nine  asked  dismissions,  and  Mr.  Cheevei  would  probably 
have  been  settled  in  town,  could  a  church  have  been  ob- 
tained for  him.  (V.)  On  razeeing  the  house,  in  1829, by 
which  "the  inside  was  somewhat  reduced  in  size,  the  ogl- 
ing lowered,  new  galleries  put  in,  the  pulpit  removed  from 
the  side,"  and  a  monument  erected  over  the  crypt  of  tbe 
immortal  Whitefield  (whoae  remains,  excepting  the  pii> 
loined  migrating  arm-bone,  taken  to  England,  and  after 
years  returned,  had  rested  in  this  venerable  building  sincfl 
soon  after  his  deatli,  on  September  30th,  1770),  "a  whis- 
pering gaUery,'  unsurpassed,  it  is  said,  unless  by  8t.  Poul'»( 
in  London,  was  accidentally  discovered.  This  forma  a 
conspicuous  feature  of  the  building  at  present."  (lb.) 

Dr.  Proudfit  was  dismissed  on  January  24th,  1833.  To 
the  people,  or  rather  to  the  cause  of  "  order  "  umong  tJiem 
after  their  revival,  his  departure  was  particularly  unhappy. 
An  "awakening"  produced  by  the  instrumentality  of  nine 
or  more  Congregationalist  preachers,  with  their  "  exerciBe," 
"  taste,"  "  anbatratum,"  and  other  "  schemes,"  could  baldly 
be  supposed  to  make  a  church  of  Presbyterians  more 
"steadlast  and  immovable  in  the  work  of  the  Lord." 
Consequently,  during  two  years  and  a  lialf,  many  candi- 
dates were  heard.  Some  profesaors  were  disposed  to  have 
the  church  (as  in  1744-6)  turned  over  to  Congregation- 
alism, and  were  only  hindered  in  their  revolntionary  en^e^ 
ptifle  by  the  parish  under  its  civil  organization.    One  M 
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oalls  were  given,  but  witliout  success.     They  had  to 

the  etfervescencc  \>ass  ofl'. 

hi  September  IGth,  1835,  Jlr.  Jonathan  F.  Stearns  was 
.ined  over  them.  His  ministry  was  faithfully  con- 
*(l  from  youth  to  riper  years  with  peace  and  good 

in  April,  1825,  the  pastoral  relation  which  had  sub- 
id  between  tbe  Rev.  David  McGregor  and  the  eongrc- 
on  of  Bedford,  N.  H.,  for  above  twenty  years,  was,  by 
lUitl  consent,  dissolved  by  Presbytery,  His  ministry, 
iibelicved,  was  preatly  blessed."  (P.) 
hu  churcli,  being  formed  of  descendants  of  tlie  "  Scotch- 
h  "  race  more  extensively  than  almost  anv  other  one  in 
r  England  (excepting  Londonderry  and  Windliam\ 
■been  less  "  carried  awav  with  every  wind  of  doctrine," 
1  consequently  has  vitality  bb  well  as  "a  name  to  live." 
lit  the  Rev.  Thomas  lavage  was  installed  on  July  5lh, 
B,  and  at  the  end  of  this  quarter  of  a  centurv  (1H43) 
find  him  and  them  "  prospering  in  all  things,''  at  least 
ally  with  others  around  them  who,  as  they  had  done, 

aloudoned  the  appointed  purity  of  Divnie  woreiiip. 

'  Antt  iiieetinfr-liiiuee  served  nearly  eighty  years.    A 

mv  was  built  in  18o2. 
katiitn,  N.  H.,  where  tlie  first  sermon  was  preached  in 
ITT'^  and  wiiere  the  Hev.  Walter  Little  was, 

18(10  iili  1804,  tbeir  first  pastor,  during  these  twenty- 
iytan,  enjoyed  tlio  stated  ministry  of  the  Rev.  John 
Whilim,  t).  D.  He  was  ordained  September  28lli, 
IS,  Aud,  supported  by  a  secHion  of  twelve  ruling  eldere, 
ainiiitry  was  eminently  successful.  "  The  year  1827 
.  diatinguislied  by  a  remarkable  attention  to  religion, 
^1  RSUlted  ill  the  addition  of  one  hundred  persons  to 
alinrch."  (P.) 

Inr  Windham — which  was  incorporated  in  1742,  and 
^T^hid  enjoyed  the  labors  successively  of  the  Rev.  Wm. 
iBBlon,  Rev.  John  Kinkead.  and  the'Rev.  8imon  WiU 
Bl— Uie  Rt-v.  Samui!  Harris  was  ordained  in  1805.  In 
t,  owing  to  the  failure  of  his  voice,  the  pastoral  rela- 
I  was  diBsoived.  He  was  succeeded,  in  1828,  by  th« 
'.  Calvin  Cutler,  who  was  ordained  in  April,  and  rainis- 
d  to  this  coil  ^reflation  until  hit!  death,  in  1844. 
if  Ae  days  of  sorrow  and  shame  in  Peterboro,  by  the 
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atrooious  misconduct  of  Morrisoii  and  Annan,  we  hare 
seen  more  tlmn  enough.  At  the  beginning  of  this  centurv 
the  "society  "  adopted  Congregational  forms,  and  votea 
that  once  in  each  year  the  communion  should  be  observed 
in  Presbyterian  order  by  a  Presbyterian  minister.  "This 
service  was  for  many  years  performed  by  the  Rev.  Wm. 
Morrison,  D.  D." 

In  1822,  a  portion  of  the  people,  who  had  never  been  I 
pleased  witli  the  Congregational  customs,  and  others,  who  I 
hud  not  been  quite  at  ease  under  an  Arminian  preacher,  | 
withdrew,  and  were,  on  application,  formed  into  n  Presby- 
terian church.     In  1825  tliey  built  a  meeting-house,  Mid 
in  1827  the  Rev.  Peter  Holtiwas  installed  their  pastor.   la 
March,  1835,  he  resigned  the  office,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pioei 
who  was  installed  the  next  year,  was  dismissed  in  Janiurj, 
1837.     For  two  years  the  Rev.  Joshua  Barret  was  aUl«d 
supply.    On  March  18th,  1840,  the  Rev.  James  R.  FwneJl 
was  ordained  their  pastor,  and  he  was  still  officiating  tbaP 
in  1843. 

They  had  thus  in  twenty  years  three  pastors  and  OM 
supply — rather  too  many  teachers  for  "godly  eilifyingiT 
yet  they  shewed  a  due  appreciation  of  the  nmans  nf  graw 
without  which  no  community  can  long  and  truly  prosper, 
religiously,  socially,  or  civilly. 

In  West  Derry,  after  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  MorrieoD, 
in  1818,  the  Bev.  Dr.  Dana  was,  with  great  uunnimitf, 
elected.  Of  his  salary  of  seven  hundred  dollars,  one  linQ- 
dted  were  added,  by  subscription,  to  the  income  oftiie 
Pinkerton  fund.  He  was  installed  on  January  15th,  18^ 
This  pastoral  relation  was,  as  we  have  noticed,  on  his  re- 
quest and  by  their  consent  (most  unwillingly  given),  dis- 
solved in  April,  1826.  This  was  the  first  instance  of  a  to- 
missal  in  that  congregation  since  its  oi^anization. 

Dr.  Dana  was  soon  afterwords  installed  pastor  of  tlie 
second  Presbyterian  church  in  Newbnryport. 

Over  this  people  in  West  Derry  Mr.  Amasa  A.  Hayes 
was  ordained  June  25th,  1828,  by  some  six  clergyTnei", 
three  of  whom— Bradford,  Holt  and  Savage — belonged  W 
the  Presbytery.  In  a  little  over  two  years  he  had  "fin- 
ished "his  pastoral  "course."  He  died  on  October  234 
1830. 

Mr.  John  R.  Adams  was  ordained  on  October  Sth^  1831. 
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K  the  aeven  ministers  who  then  installed  him,  four  be- 
anged  to  the  Presbylery,  viz.:  Holt,  Parker,  Savage  and 
Inaford.  In  these  congregations  it  must  be  remembered 
bt  the  office  of  ruhng  elder  was  maintained  so  long  ob 
ttey  wore  tlie  Presbyterian  name.  In  order  to  it,  there 
bust  be  rulers  and  ruled.  The  common-aense  of  persons 
kuned  in  Presbyterian  families  insured  this.  Hence,  as 
ace  does  not  permit,  I  nialto  no  mention  of  the  ordina- 
m  of  this  class  of  church  rulers.  Ordination  and  in- 
iftllation  are  implied  in  the  office. 

While  a  port  of  "  the  course  "  in  our  "  schools  of  the 
ophet3"ends  oftentimes  in  the  conversion  of  studentg 
a  belief  in  the  text,  "It  is  not  good  that  the  man 
luld  be  alone,"  and  not  a  few  discover  the  "  plighted 
itnera  of  their  future  lives,"  while  they  are  delving  into 
ebrew  and  theology,  yet  not  so  with  the  Rev.  Mr,  Adams, 
e  did  not  do  even  so  wise  a  thing,  but  married  a  Miss 
toGregor,  of  I^ondonderry,  in  1832.  Results  seldom  vin- 
the  wisdom  of  such  an  important  step  in  or  near 
seminary,  and  it  should  be  especially  avoided  by  a 
r  in  his  own  congregation,  where  a  very  superior 
of  character  built  upon  and  embellished  by  divine 
fm  alone  command  respect  and  insure  usefulness 
among  her  mere  equals,  who  has  the  duties  to 
tribrm  connected  with  one  of  the  most  important  posi- 
Jns,  if  not  the  most  important,  which  woman  can  occupy 
t  earth. 
^Not  only  in  common  with  those  of  other  godly  mothers 
bould  "  her  children  rise  up  and  call  her  blessed,"  but  by 
if  influences  and  daily  life,  "her  husband"  should  be 
known  in  the  gates  when  he  sitteth  among  the  elders  of 
le  land." 

It  is  supposed  that  his  action  and  experience  justified 
lew  stateraentfi.  In  September,  1838,  he  resigned,  and 
I  October  the  pastoral  relation  was  dissolved  by  Presby- 

Mr.  Timothv  G.  Brainard  was  ordained  on  November 
h,  1840,  and  "in  1843  was  still  thejtastorin  Londonderry, 
^ethos  find  Presbyterian  ism  in  New  England  at  the  end 
'  this  quarter  of  a  century  embracing  only  the  conpega- 
ions  of  Bamet,  Kyegate,  I'opsham,  Peacham  and  Crans- 
letoining  as  the  matter  of  praise  to  God  in  the  sane- 
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tuary  and  in  their  families,  as  their  fathers  did,  "fte 
worda  which  the  Holy  Ghost  teacheth  in  the  PBalter,"  and 
in  the  use  in  their  churches  of  "  the  enticing  words  of 
man's  wiadom,"  which  brought  "expressive  8ilence"inlo 
their  households,  to  "  meditate  hia  praise  "  in  the  congre- 

gitions  of  Derry,  Londonderry,  Windham,  Litchiield,  Am- 
erat,  Peterboro,  Antrim,  Bedford,  Now  Market,  New  Bos- 
ton, with  the  first  and  second  ones  of  Newburyport,  while 
possibly  others  continued  to  retain  the  name  and  this  form 
of  government. 

The  system  of  doctrine,  government,  discipline  and 
worship  resting  on  a  "thus  saith  the  Lord,"  vias  now  so 
compressed  by  that  built  upon  "  Go  to,  let  us,"  from  the 
Connecticut  river  to  Great  Menan,  that  it  waa  no  longer 
felt  to  be  a  distinct  force  in  upholding  and  embellislmig 
the  social  relations  as  it  bad  been  in  those  days,  when  tix 
town  of  Derry  paid  the  one-fourteenth  of  the  taxes  of  the 
entire  State.  Congregationalism  was  now  almost  wholly 
"at  ease  in  her  possessions  "  in  her  "native  land."  Tlie 
forces  of  Protestant  Episcopacy  and  Methodism  were  limt- 
ever  incrcasiufr,  and  Popery  had  now  three  cfaapcls  in 
Boston,  beside  foundations  in  many  other  New  Soglud 
cities  and  towns. 
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ii  5) — Hob  logic — Blasphemy — The  deciBion  stirred  up  conBcience— 
Too  strong  for  justim! — An  intolerant  npecies  of  deism — A  remiuQl — 
The  occiipaols  did  not  fully  Huppoae  they  owned — They  invdud  the 
Legislature — The  society  worth  $22,000,000 — Begun  to  Ihink— Ami 
they  now  paused— Thia  could  not  be  done— May  15th.  1855— Out  uf 
love  and  fear  they  spent  $4,700.  on  repaira- What  C.  CushingEjid  | 
— Oh,  how  I  would  like — The  decttiian  has  no  equal  on  tliis  contlMlit 
— A  technical  quibble— Tlie  restrictioa — One-fifty-siith  part  of  iU  I 
value — They  refused  to  take  Unitarian  money— Tha  auctioneer'arf' 
fiee — ^A  protest — A  group  for  Punch — No  sale,  no  pay — 120  faniliei 
— Respeciable — Bought  damafted — ^Eeplicalion — Rtvicvr — Bill  lo  till 
— 'Filed— Waited  long— Printed— A  sworn  official- Never  to  lutB 
been  filed- A  contrast — Presbyterians  should  prav — A  shaky  thiny- 
The  refiult  before  the  National  Court  would  have  been  d liferent— I>r- 
Lothtop — Did  not  desist — Miglit  "lay judgment  to  the  line"— "An 
unco  squad" — "Leave  to  withdraw'* — A  plea — Obtained  the  stao 
consideration  and  cunrtefy — This  pioneer  church  proopered — Prewll' 
inB— Week-day  aervires  and  the  Presn — Eighty-svx  reviewa—MoGee 
—Phillips— Asso.  Reformed  and  United  Presbyterian- Faii  ^xtr—k 
hisb  poMtion — Operaiiyes — To  them  the  Associate  Preabjt*!?  w 
Albany  aent  supply— Cliauncey  Webster— Rev.  H.  H.  Blair-183e- 
Two  elders  chosen — Rev.  D-  Gordon — Associate  Presbytery  of  Km 
York  gave  supplies  til!  1840 — Commercial  depression  of  1837— Dn- 
able  lo  sustain — Their  case  for  five  years  not  known — Bev.  J.  B.Diki 
visited  them  in  lli46 — Rev.  Andrew  Johnston  orgaiiLsed  them  u 
Associate  Reformed — No  preachers  to  supply— Rev.  Wm.  tioljuv-' 
Built— Erery  shingle  mortgaged— Rev.  T.  G.  Carver — Called  Juii»i7. 
1849 — Eschango  their  house — Debt,  hopes  and  enei^ios  incm«d— 
Carver  preached  "another  gospel  "—Could  not  sava  hearem — Willi" 
ared  rapidly— Went  informally  in  1849  to  the  Methodist  E^MopI 
ohiirch — The  cliurch  in  1850  in  an  encouraging  position — Rev.  I^A- 
Wallace — Infitalled — Energy,  diligence  and  faithfulness — Perhijl  a 
"  pentrup  Ulica  " — Removed  by  Presbytery  to  East  Boston  in  ISBt- 
Rev.  Wm.  McLaren  installed — -A  ripe  scholar — A  superior  Helswl 
— A  terse  speaker — His  sernions  good — A  pastorate  of  nearly  twslw 
years — Rcusodb  for  resigning — Rev.  J.  R.  Kyle  installed,  Jim 
1867— Progressiva  spirit  of  the  age— Imbued  with  it— Conlloiwi 
until  IBlb—Proiiideace  —  Successful  industries — May,  18i8,  ow' 
menced  collecting  a  church — Official  acta — Organization  Auguat  l(iu 
— Supplies  defective — A  change  of  connection — Dr.  Skinner— Brt. 
Jos.  Sanderson^" Foolish  jesting" — Delilah  won — A  developuun' 
not  of  early  New  England  I rainiug— Separation  came — Eev.  Mfi 
McGauchy — He  deceived  them — Returned  and  made  trouble — I*" 
the  denoiuination,  but  still  made  strife — Years  of  confusion — ThlJ 
applied  to  the  Associate  Reformed  Presbytery — Committee  to  inqtuB 
— The  way  not  clear — Application  renewed  in  1857 — CoouaittM  of 
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.  _   .         ,  Proviiience  for  iwo  jenm — 

After  the  niiion  on  Ma.v  26tli,  1858,  order  whb  restored— Slalementa 
of  a  leader  in  the  chiiruh — The  venemble  Rev.  Dr.  A.  Heron,  a  henler 
of  their  divisionji— December  5lh,  1859,  Mr.  John  C.  Hobh  called— 
Oidauied  and  iiiHlallcd  April  2Tth,  1S60— DiEiniaxed  by  Priwhyterr 
Januarj  22d,  I874^Pr<sbj'lery  conatituted  in  1854— Twenly-on'e 
tainistera  belonsed  ti>  it  in  fourteen  yearn — Loweli — Marcli  20th,  1850 
— The  dance — ThE  pioneer  and  ihe  watchman — Public  wornliip  begun 
— December  iBt— Organized — Gordon  oiiled — Vnin  talkinj;^ — A  niral 
koine — Under  conSictin^;  oonRlrainta  he  returned  the  call,  went  to 
Australia  and  returned — W,  McMillan— His  aense  of  official  duty 
_  defective — An  illuBtration— He  Jefl — No  condensed  epiritua!  vitality 
lattainsbie — Tendency  of  eventB — A.  C.  Junkin — Commercial  deprea- 
■•■iion  in  1857 — Released — "Owing  to  the  limes" — No  other  Rettlement 
-before  1868 — Hiunfon— -Supplies— One  man^Eemoved — Discontinued 
■ — Halyoke — Supplied  above  a  year — Transatlantic  feeling  of  nect 
•plit  them,  and  Holyoke  was  discontinued — EeM  £o(((ni— Noddle — 
:bi  1847  active  industry  there— The  wits— April,  1853,  a  station- 
■Bev.  D.  A.  Wallace  in  1854  paetoi^Atlentive- His  theoioffy  of  New 
'!Eng:lBnd — Encomium — 1855  a  house  in  building— Openeif — Choaen 
'to  be  Praiident  of  Monmoulli  College — ^Leaves — Rev.  H.  H.  John- 
'■ton — He  was  given  to  change — Took  the  property  away  from  the 
i.Araociate  Reformed  cliurch — Destroyed  much  good,  and  went  to  the 
'Dntell — A  new  element  inlrofiuced — Effervescence  boltern — They  and 
lithe  former  fragments  unite — denized — Rev,  G.  M.  Hall  installed 
'April  17th,  1865,  till  December  2Cth,  l»67—Lawrenet—ln  1863  in- 
'jBorpomted — The"»cuit" — How  commenced — A.  MeWilliama — Began 
>«n'July  2d,  1854 — Rev.  S.  F.  Thompson  pastor  from  August  7tfa, 
"1865,  till  January  29th,  1857— Com inercbi  depression— Ja^  Dinsmore 
torn  Oclobet  18lh,  1859,  till  September  15lh,  1803— Their  religioua 
interests  now  suffered,  and  Presbyter/  dissolved  the  congregation — 


I 


stalled  April  30th,  1863— Resigned  January  8th,  IH65— ^ev.  J.  M. 
"^  installed  January  17th,  1866 — By  fever  lost  his  voice — Eela- 


I 


tion  terminated  December  31fit,  1867 — South  Boston — Gathered  b 

Srayer-meeting — A  station  opened  on  October  fllh,  1864— Rev.  W 
Inybangh  settled — He  wanted  "morelihertj" — Disminsed  December 


r.W.^ 


SBth 


SBtfi,  1867 — WUkiMonviUe — Operatives — Ask  and  obtain  supply  be- 
"—  1858— Zfeiry- Death  of  Rev.  Mr.  Parker— Their  good  ordei^ 
*Tenbytery  disappointed — Derry  only  "a  parish" — "Half  and  half" 
— JbiuAorf — Lon^oiufeiry— Pastors — A  basis  of  aid — Fniil — Pinker- 
Ion's  gravestone^— Congregation  Presbyterian— The  pastor's  choice — 
'Serinteti — FamLlies — Devotion  in  them — Different  in  the  cluirch— 
tJDana  saw  a  Psalter  in  the  pulpit— Andover  to  leach  the  New  Eng- 
lland  primer— Changes  of  pastors — The  pulpit  losing  efficiency— 
^uses— Hood — Appendix — Hearers  of  four  classes — A  modem  inno- 
vation—Charles  U.— Pilgrima— Ed  wa  rd  s—  Watts- Modes— Jn(rwii— 
'Two  miuisters — Dr.  Wlu&»i  genial — Bav.  Mr.  Bates — Hia  organ  and 


S60  HISTORY   OF  PBESByrsaUNISU 

revival — It  abflted— IIU   deiilh — Windham — Eev.   Laren    Thajer — 
Failhrul — Hi»  ministrv — Bedford — Rev.  Thos.  Savage — A  long  pas- 
torate—Peferionj— Eev.  J.  E.   French  liiBraiBged  in   1847— Rev.  A.. 
Lamb  ordained  July  I4tli,  1S4T — 175 — A  Dumber  were  dieiuisfied  by 
letter  in  1S3I — Formed  s  Congregation al "  society  "-~Latub  dismissed 
in  1852 — Roll  down  lo  Bixty-Bevcn,  and   no,  piwlor — Xetclmryport — 
During   this   miarter    both    congregations    enjoy    ordinances — First 
church— Bev.  J.  F.  Stearoa — His  early  history — Ordained  September 
IGth,  1835— After  years   accepted   a  call  to   Newark,  N.  J. — Key, 
Jan.  Gallaher  a  iiupply- Rev.  A.  G.  Vermiljea— May  lal,  ISoO— He, 
as  well  as  Dr.  Sluanw,  was  a  faithful  poatur- Increase— Cenleniiial 
commemoralionB — Bailding  rededieated — Dr.  Dana  "  lillggesled  a  fev    I 
thoughts  aa  to  the  proper  uanner  of  preaching  and  hearing  the  gtw. 
pel" — Succeeded  by  other  previoua  paators — Proildfit  looking  at  the  j 
lomb  of  Whitefield.  said:  "America  well  entitled  to  his  remains "—  d 
Venoilyea,  after  ihirteun  years,  disniiaaed — Of  the  eiglitli  paaioTiBer.    I 
R.   H.  Bichardnon,  we   know   but  little — Second  CAui'cA — A  humu    I 
change — Dana's  op  poneoU  became  his  friend;,  and  call  liim — TlicJi-    1 
bora  of  bis  riper  years  not  lost  on  a  willing  people — He  was  grttt    I 
among  Christians,  and  accepted  of  hia  brethren — His  pen  not  idle—   I 
To  him  the  truth  waa  precious — A  remonstrance  forcible,  butloMw 
aelf-Bufficienoy — A  perversion  of  truat — After  eighty-eight  yeaw  uul 
one  month  on  earln,"he  fell  asleep"— A  aucceaeor  to  sucli  an  OM 
obtained— The  Bev.  W.  W.  Eells— loslalled  July   14ih,  1846-A 
apecimen  of  hia  way  of "  handling  the  word  of  God  " — In  this  w  w 
the  man—Ria  tencliinga  ao  verified  tliat  he  wat)  released  on  April  !I^ 
1866— Eev.  H.  E.  Tiralow,  December  30th,  1850— Paalorutes  gwring 
shorter— The  character  and  results  of  his  labor  we  can  only  infer. « 
the  records  of  Presbytery  are  lost — April  2lKt,  1859,  dismiEsed— Suc- 
ceeded   June    6th,    IStiO,   by    Eev.    Jaa.    CruikabankB— Preadiiog 
"another  gospel"  in  the  pulpit  of  Dana  and  Eells,  his  stay  was  short— 
DismisW^August  1st,  1S62— In  his  heat  estate  in  New  England  be  wa 
only"a  foreigner" — Thoae  detached  sojourn  where  Ihev  can  find  • 

Elace,  and  in  modern  light  Irom  twelve  to  Qfty-two  caaiiiiat^  alj^ 
eard  in  one  year— The  Eev.B.  Y.  George  installed  April  27th,l»l 
— Cause  of  removal  on  SBpteinber  26th,  1866,  unknown — Th*  Kw. 
Jag.  G.  Johnston  succeeded  him  in  tliree  months,  and  WW  d>- 
misMd  September  22d,  ISSS—Eaat  Boston— We  have  seen  the  oA* 
of  this  church  by  Kev.  H.  H.  Johnston  and  a  society  in  ISSg-lln 
Eev,  T.  N.  Haskell  settled  December  3d,  1862— This  new  aia 
coming  to  Presbyterianism  gathered  some  new  people — How  effitJi"' 
he  was  aa  a  pastor  we  know  not,  but  he  resigned  on  October  23d,  llMi 
—The  Eev.  M.  A.  Depue  was  insulled  on  July  11th,  1867.  and  ir 
signad  July  12th,  1809— Bosioit p/'optrr— The  Kev.  A-  S.  JIuirarri«d 
December  9, 1S53— He  was  intensely  Scotch,  even  to  die  Psalms  and 
paraphrases — ^Man  millinery — "  He  received  "  a  call,  bat  many  peiW 
lost  conSdence  in  him;  it  was  not  unanimous,  and  be  went  Vi<kil>r 
land— The  ordination  of  elders  by  him,  the  Presbytery  of  Halifw  de- 
clared to  be  unauthorised,  irregular  and  void^A  young  man,  Bu* 
suDPUed  a  year — The  audience  dwindled— In  June,  1866,  oanpvg^ 
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tbo  TOUA  to  unite  wilb  the  Prasbvterj  of  Montreal — Good  Biippli™ 
iTen— The  Rev.  Wm.  McUren  'caUed  July  22d,  1857— Rev.  Mr. 
leUftft  WM  installed  and  reinaineii  lill  NovembiT  28[li,  ]S.)8 
-The  e^rit  of  the  (iine!>  nnw  actuating  thU  people,  anit  ihev  uiunt 

km  a  Kalloch  or  a  Slone— Tliey  unite   Deeemher  Ixt,  1"''      " 


iMMlMiderrT  Fr«sbvU:rv—Ki-v.  UaTid  Magiil  iriTttvd — He  put  nwny 
'BtMe"— InmnlleO  over  a  MwJet;  on  July  Hlh,  1B59,  and  on  March 
Wi.  IS60,  hid  chiiroh  was  or^nized  by  the  installation  of  two  eldeia 
Isch  alriKt  chiirph  bonght  December,  1S59 — But  ho  could  not  ratM 
money  and  reniEn^il  mid  preached  hia  laat  rermon  there  on  Sep- 
iWSlh.  18«1 — The  Rev.  H.  M.  Painter  supplied  a  part  of  1862— 
Ibf.  R.  A.  DeUncj  als..  till  Ortol«ir  23d,  1861— United  then  with 
(U  rrect  Congreir^tii  ri.il  ihiin'li.  ^m-l  Ri'v.  Mr.  Biiby  came  willi 
naemben,  and  wo  |>'L-t..r  li!!  Orrul^i-r  lil,  lSfl<i— The?  were  then 
WHlt«d  lor  lwoye»r'—/V.„;„  ,■„',,„  E./.'i,  '.'/.—The  middle  of  the  century 
-4*b«-ittvinemachiinrv  — li)  tTiUTprirt— Scoihind  and  New  Eng- 
^_  Wu>en<>ively(Xivtri.a  wicli  lin-iunc:-— Ur.  Durus  Clarlie — Wnttand 
•#W — Whitney — An.iind  ilie  fatiiiry  a  Tillage  mtist  Hpring  nff— 
WMpoDTille  111  1828 — Carpel  company— Labor,  akill  and  inle^ril;' 
^^•Iteat  WDt  to  Scotland — Fimti'ampHnyreligioaK,  and  appreciated 
■ami  <if  cnii-c — Aiiarcliy  and  deejioliwu^ — The  Rev.  Mr.  Knbbina 
I'M  I'l  I  -:il,  Mr.  Mitcbetl,  a  Scotchman- In  1334  a  buildinit 
.  .  I  lurl  ilieni  lill  1S38— Applied  for  aid- And  refuned 
L  tiltprts— Dr.  Harvey  now  preached  to  them — Ther 
(,..1  i.i..|iL  111-  |H)1ity — All  hut  (wo  Tor  Preiibytcrianlain — Organl- 
— ti^lii.'-iwii  ciirollecl — This  the  Gral  excepting  Vol iinlown — 
.„_.  huili  by  the  nini|iaii_v— They  occHpied  it  free,  bnt  did  not  obtain 
l|^of  it — The  paxior  u  -^choliir — The  i;ruiindwork  of  bin  preaching 
B^bna  iiorDinnx — On  iht  iruu  bnKi*  of  feilowBhip— Dr.  Tyler  criti- 
M  W  hitt.— ttc'UMKed-Riv,  C.  W.  Adam.,  I).  D.— December, 
|MT— not  like  IIoMi'n,  MiiAnaolinwIts,  seeking  a  pastor  for  nin« 
'~ —  hv  hearing  ^40  randidatcs — Biich  a  guing-ntock- Dr.  Adama 
'     ~-  ijniuy  failed'-tiood    intention*   unnimil«d— N» 

a  nn  iw^.icni" —  let  iirnvcraiid  dctemiinalion  under  God  weremtc- 
iht^The'v  proBpereil- ^linynVIe— O|«i-nilioni«  thtre— A  church 
■Mltltud— Presbytery  of  Connecticut  erected  October  ISih,  liitGO— 
«nn  nuaMtera  ronip(»ed  it— Kev.  R.  O.  ThunipHon,  orTariffville,  one 
h)  TariDville  pnwiratnl  Ilila  place — Operatives  could  uo 
liilii  iirilinaiicea — Church  bi-caiiie  extinct — Hartford — In 
I  1  ■iiieaElycoinmenced  there— Elvalated  rapply — 

I  I'l- applied  iiv— Canii!  lo  ihom— f'rnui  Ireland  and 
"    isliana — ChihU  willed  here — An  nrgnnliallni) 
""        '^'  -      ■  Bcrifioe  niwt — 

{Hii'lor  for  aev- 

Ilia  liealili 


ilji'ij— Tlji'  jiiiiiiiir  hiiH  ui  nBcrifioe 
',  T^-'-i     A  l^.ip 


.     ...i;.N    !.ini-r.-,krr,i- "  I  h.  V,  „Jlh— Aided  Uicn 

- .niiii-lry — The  ciifiloins  of  the  churchea  overlook  him 

'Hkm  an  iuamiment  wm  entplo/ed  tbictj  or  forty  withdrew — He  1 
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cnme  a  theological  professor — Eev,  J.  A,  Hodge  inatalled  M«y  % 
18G6 — "The  age"  becoming  material — An  aiiachroniBm — Hud  iHnT 
a  plain  brick  biulding — Mrs.  J.  W.'a  offer— Brick  building  Mid— 
A  new  chapel — So  much  for  eiiteen  yeara — Neie  Savan — A  chnrdi 
rectived — Fiiytsnot  the  means  lo  know — Transferred  In  hope — El- 
tlnct— The  same  may  be  mid  of  Deep  iJitwr—Organised  in  1858- 
Stam/ard  organiied  February  26th,  IS53 — Its  Pastor*— Bridjrepffll 
October  16th,  1853— Eiphty-two  withdrew— Received  by  Presbjlerr 
of  New  York — Dr.  Hewitt- Hi nwlale  his  aaaociate— Church  dedicileJ 
August  8th,  1855— Burnt— RebuUt— November  4th,  1863— iJarim- 
Its  fint  pnslor  installed  March  4th,  18(i4— In  office  in  186B-hi 
Sridgepori — A  German  Presbyterian  church  organized  in  1885 — Ina 
few  years  diBmisned  to  join  the  German  Beformea — HcviSottm — iitr. 
S.  B.  Allen  was  called  in  1853. 

As,  during  the  last  quarter  of  a  century,  the  doctrine, 
governiiient,  and  principles  fescepting  the  force  of  cha> 
acter  transmissible  through  them  from  one  generation  to 
another,  hy  the  common  laws  of  our  nature),  which  made 
old  Berry,  for  above  a  century,  a  praise  among  the 
churches,  were  fading,  so,  during  this  one,  they  passed 
into  oblivion. 

The  "  model  pastor,"  the  Rev.  Edward  Lutwyche  Par- 
ker, ordained  September  12th,  1810,  was  on  Sabbath,  July 
14th,  1850,  called  to  his  reward.  In  viewing  his  congre- 
gation he  had  reason  to  rejoice.  It  contained  nearly  four 
hundred  families.  Their  "  good  order,  intelligence,  solid 
religious  character,  harmony,  steady  progress,  wid  the 
number  of  youth  they  educated  and  sent  forth  toaseful 
and  honorable  stations,  were  hardly  excelled  by  any  other 
town  in  New  England." 

On  the  17th,  amidst  sorrowing  thousands,  his  remaliB  ' 
were  deposited  with  the  dust  of  hia  five  eccleeiastical  pre- 
decessors. The  Presbytery  supposed  that  they  stood  in  ft 
relation  and  had  duty  to  perform  to  this  old  mother 
church  of  "  the  oppressed  Irish  brethren,"  and  were  sooft 
duly  notified.  But  they  found  that  she  had  taken  counsel 
"in  the  plain  of  Ono,"  and  renounced  their  authority. 
About  1795,  at  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Brown,  "the  ini- 
viduals  who  opposed"  Presbyterianiam  withdrew,  "aJid 
were  incorporated  as  a  Congregational  society." 

"  In  1809  each  society  modified  some  of  iU  peculiaritiw 
in  respect  to  church  government,"  to  a  kind  of  "  half-and- 
half,"  and  were  by  an  act,  of  the  legislature  incorporated 
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18  the  "  First  Pariah  of  Londonderry."  And  now,  although 
eleven  rnling  elders  were  offldallvm  charge  of  the  cliurol], 
as  was  BUppcsed,  under  Presbytery,  yet  they  refused  alle- 
mDce  to  tnc  court,  which  Wiis  confronted  by  the  Rev. 
Prof.  Piirk  from  Andover,  who  sent  to  them  and  had  set- 
tled over  them  one  of  his  etudent-s;  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Well- 
mn.  As  has  been  noticed,  they  having  existed  as  a 
Presbyterian  church  for  130  years,  were  now  sliunted  off 
on  the  theological  schemes,  usages  and  customs  of  New 
Eagland— -/c/ire6o  d. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  quarter  of  a  century,  the  Rev. 
■fimothy  G.  Brainard  was  pastor  in  Londonderry/.  He 
feithfully  occupied  the  position  till  April  26th,  1855,  and 
tafl,  on  October  7th,  1857,  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  William 
House,  whom  we  find  in  the  pastorate  there  in  1868. 

Its  first  pastor  was  so  "  steadfast  in  the  faith,"  that,  not 
iy  &  governor,  a  president,  trustees,  ministers,  nor  by  the 
■Sieli  itaelf,  could  he  be  induced  to  remove  to  the  hymn 
:lnii  imitation  singers  in  New  York. 

At  that  time  the  pastoral  relation  was  not  placed  on 
wheels,  to  be  summoned  elsewhere  by  a  "louder  call," 
•nd  those  sacred  feelings,  between  pastor  and  people,  sur- 
|iBised  only  in  the  family  and  by  a  blood-relation,  were 
Sfcerished  as  among  the  most  precious  fruits  of  the  gospel. 
Briswill  be  discovered  wherever  families  "sing  psalms  to 
'6od  with  grace  and  make  a  joyful  noise  morning  and 
STening."  Their  pastor  may  not  always  be  the  foremost 
ftian  in  ail  the  earth,  but  he  is  "our  minister"  while  he 

say  "I"  dwell  among  my  own  people.    So  it  was 

Hth  the  Rev.  David  McGregor  and  his  congregation. 
The  same  was  true  of  their  second  pastor,  so  long  as  he 
id  not  deviate  from  his  ordination  vows.  But  when  he 
Jt  only  led  his  Presbytery  into  a  "  coalescence "  with 
lOBB  who  had  only  come  to  Presbyterian  ism  as  an  expe- 
lient;  but  also,  in  1796,  to  hia  Synod  attempted  to  vindi- 
the  conduct  of  hia  co-presbyters,  stating,  that  ex- 
ediency  sboidd  outweigh  the  duty  of  going  up  to  the 
lembled  elders  after  apostolic  example,  his  ministerial 
iciency  wa.'^  not  increased,  and  while  the  flame  of  divine 
ig  still  ascended  morning  and  evening  from  "  the  dwell- 
\gs  of  the  righteous  "  under  his  charge,  he  and  his  flock 
became  increasingly  assimilated  to  their  surroundings. 
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If  they  sang  as  families  at  all,  after  the  manner  of  flidi 
forefathers  at  "West  Running-brook,"  it  must  be  in  the 
same  words,  for  "imitations"  and  uninspired  hymiw, 
whenever  and  wherever  introduced  into  churches,  pro- 
duce "  expressive  silence  "  in  households.  In  the  churdi 
it  was  different.  All  the  varied  arguments  used  by  those 
around  them  and  by  the  church  councils  with  whom  they 
associated,  would  constrain  tliem  to  change  the  fire  upon 
the  altar.  Hence,  wJien  his  eucoessor  was  inducted,  ha 
"found  a  copy  of  the  Psalms  in  the  pulpit,"  but  by  him- 
self (he  said)  they  had  never  been  used. 

As  the  seminary  at  Andover,  Mass..  was  commenced  on 
the  theolofiy  of  the  New  Engknd  Primer,  and  as  the  pro- 
fesBors  solemnly  vowed,  or  swore  to  teach  only  its  a»- 
trines;  so,  among  Presbyterians,  obtaining  one  of  ill 
graduates  for  a  pastor  was,  for  years,  considered  no  dts- 
reepect  to  Princeton,  N.  J.  The  ignoring  of  the  teach- 
ings of  the  catechism,  however,  produced  real  results,  not 
only  by  the  introduction  of  "  divers  and  strange  doctrines," 
but  by  its  inQuences  on  the  pastoral  relation. 

Hence,  we  see  that  the  first  two  (the  Presbyterian)  pSfr 
toratee,  extending  from  1736  till  1818,  were  longer  in  duM- 
tion  than  the  last  six,  from  1822  till  1879,  hy  a  quarter  of 
a  century,  while  the  years,  in  which  this  church  was  with* 
out  a  pastor  before  the  settlement  of  the  Rev.  William 
Morrison,  were  six,  and  from  hia  death  till  this  date,  1881, 
we  find  seventeen  years  of  destitution. 

Of  all  religious  instrumentalities,  the  pulpit  has  gained 
the  least  in  efficiency  in  the  last  fifty  years,  not  becauas 
faithful,  as  well  aa  grandiloquent,  men  have  not  occupied 
it,  but  perchance,  from  the  eff'ects  produced  ujjon  the 
family  as  the  Iravaing-fUtce  for  those  who  ought  to  attend 
to  the  preaching  of  the  word  "  with  diligence,  preparation 
and  prayer."  Under  the  old  Presbyterian,  or  KirlyNe» 
England  style,  hearers  vastly  more  extensively  rec^ved 
the  word  preached  "with  diligence,  with  preparation, witll 
feith,  with  love,  with  readiness  of  mind,  and  searched  ft* 
Scriptures  daily  whether  those  things  were  so."  Stak 
this,  "Therefore  many  of  them  believed."  As  the  KeV. 
Dr.  Timothy  Dwight  informs  us, "  for  above  seventy  yeaB, 
the  time  was  once  in  New  England,  that  few  persons  canw 
to  the  years  of  understanding  without  professing  tbsil, 
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dth  in  Christ  Jesus."  That  w.os  in  "  the  days  of  the 
ttechtsm,"  when  the  mothers  were  the  teachers,  and 
ben  the  Bible  was  read  dail_v  in  school  as  well  as  in  the 

Eily.  Tlieti  the  dwellers  in  New  England  generally,  as 
n1  (Hist.  Music)  informs  us,  sang  the  Book  of  Psalms 
KHi^h  as  often  as  "  six  times  iu  a  year,"  in  household 
nbip. 

The  modern  "customs"  have  another  indirect  effect 
D  th«  pulpit ;  they  prevent  the  qualifying  of  the  mind 
r  proper  hearing,  just  as  family  worship  is  neglected, 
nrere  are  of  four  classes,  by  the  "wayside,"  on  the 
ick  "  and  among  the  "  thorns."  These  do  not  demand 
t  full,  thorough  indoctrination  in  families  which  "  tha 
id  ground  "  does,  and  in  themselves  they  never  have  it. 
In  order  to  be  profited  individually,  hearers  must 
Mag  forth  fruit  with  patience,"  they  must,  by  "  prepara* 
''  have  "an  honest  and  good  heart'  This  can  be 
i«d,  under  the  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  only 

they  seek  doctrinal  intelligence  and   "keep  it, 

!  viii.  15.)    To  teach  such  a  ueople  and  preach  to 

J«eua  Christ,  is  an  easy  ana  most  pleasant  duty, 

criticjil,  fastidious  and  carping  hearers,  having  no 

npathy  with  "the  truth  of  God,"  will  send  a  spiritual 

M  into  the  heart,  and  frost  itself  into  the  lips  of  him 

6  tongue  should  be  as  "  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer." 
HsDce,  the  temptation  to  "  prophesy  smooth  things," 
please,  to  be  popular,  is  too  great  oftentinics  for  un- 
bmfied  human  nature.  The  "  Spirit  is  grieved  "  by  the 
.fulness  of  the  occupants,  even  while  the  pulpit 
'■  not  shun  to  declare  the  whole  counsel  of 
."  When  "  standing  between  the  living  and  the  dead," 
<)ong,  as  the  niesaenger  of  Crod  is  constrained  by  any 
or  influence  to  please  men,  his  "  doctrine  cannot 
ttb  n  lliB  rain,  nor  his  speech  distil  as  the  dew." 
Among  the  modern  "  usages  "  which  deteriorate  the  pul- 
rb  tlie  Huhstitutiim  of  rending  for  preaching.  "  Preach 
igeepel  to  every  creature  "  is  of  heaven.  It  ha<  been  in 
t]r  W!,  and  must  continue  to  be,  the  principal  instru- 
nt  of  salvation.  It  is  not  only  scriptural,  which  should 
tuough,  but  primitive,  used  by  the  apostles  and  re- 
acn,  while  reading  is  entirely  a  modem  innovation, 
sfaftbl^r  the  first  record  of  it  t&at  history  makes,  is  tbs 
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order  of  Charles  II.  forbidding  it  in  the  University  of  Can- 
bridge,  on  October  8th,  1674, "  as  a  supine  and  slothful  way 
of  preaching." 

"Tlie  Pilgrim  Fathers"  never  read  their  sermons.  We 
first  hear  of  it  in  New  England  in  1708,  and  "although 
Edwards  read  his  Bermons,  he  lived  deeply  to  regret  it, 
and  to  bear  his  testimony  against  the  whole  practice  of 
the  literal  reading  of  a  sermon  fuily  written  out."  "Hfl 
looked  upon  using  his  notes  as  a  deficiency  and  infirmily," 
Of  it  the  Rev.  Dr.  Isaac  Watts  says : 

"  When  a  sermon,  however  good,  is  read  to  the  auditora, 
though  read  even  with  correctness,  it  may  in  some  draw 
resemble  speaking,  but,  the  resemblance  at  best,  is  laial 
and  distant ;  the  tone  is  not  the  natural  sound  of  oni 
organs  of  speech;  it  is  still,  that  which  we  acquired  vitta 
we  were  learning  to  read,  and  savors  of  coldness  nndlin-  ' 
guor.  When  such  a  man  would  reprove  sinners,  he  only 
read^  to  them  a  chiding;  when  he  would  pluck  them  as 
brands  from  the  burning,  he  reads  to  them  some  wonJsof 
pity  or  of  terror;  and  if  he  would  lament  over  their  im- 
penitence and  approaching  ruin,  he  can  do  no  more  than 
read  to  them  a  chapter  of  lamentation." 

For  full  writing,  and  committing  the  whole  semion  to 
memciy,  or  for  thorough  mastery  of  the  subject  and  the 
use  of  a  brief,  reading  is  a  poor  substitute.  It  is  a  foolish 
kind  of,  but  not  "  the  foolishness  of,  preaching." 

In  Antrim,  N.  H.,  during  this  period  (1843-68)  the  eon- 
gregation  had  two  ministers.  Their  faithful  pastor,  the 
Rev.  John  M.  Whiton,  D.  D.,  after  a  service  of  forty-five 
years,  resigned  January  lat,  1853,  and  "fell  on  sleep" 
on  September  27th,  1856.  He  was  universally  beloved, 
and  by  his  people  supposed  to  be  "  as  pure  and  good  as 
this  world  aiFords."  "  Many  of  the  hearers  of  bis  last  m- 
mon  were  the  grandchildren  of  his  original  flock."  Th«r 
inherited  force  of  character  remained  with  this  people,  fo( 
they  were  not  yet  "  given  to  change."  Where  a  man  is 
thus  held  "highly  in  love  for  hia  work's  sake,"  his  people 
will,  when  deprived  of  a  faithful  minister,  "  covet  earnestly 
the  best  gifts."  Consequently,  the  Rev.  John  H.  Bates,  a 
graduate  of  Vermont  University,  was  called  and  settled  aS 
flieir  pastor,  on  the  16th  day  of  March,  1853. 

"As  a  scholar  his  power  commanded  general  respeo^ 


respeo^ 


IN    NEW   ENGLAND.  3G7 

he  was  less  social  than  Dr.  Whiton.  For  eleven  years 
increase  failed  to  keep  his  membership  to  its  former 
inding,  but,  in  1864,  he  '  appointed  a  series  of  meetings,' 
id  'more  than  twenty  members  were  added  to  the  church.' " 
In  1826,  when  their  house  was  opened,  tlie  only  musical 
ttniment  was  "  a  basa-viol,"  but,  oy  the  exertions  of  the 
lltor,  seven  natives  of  the  town  living  elsewhere,  con- 
ibuted  funds  enough  in  1864  to  procure  an  organ ;  and 
Irily  had  the  force  of  this  revival  abated,  when,  on  July 
1, 1K66,  Mr.  Bates  resigned,  going  at  once  to  the  desk  in 
ininiack;  thence,  soon  alter,  to  Charleston,  S.  C,  where 
idied  May  10th,  18T0. 

IWiniiham.  The  Rev.  Loren  Thayer  was  ordained  here 
"  November  .5th,  184.5.  He  was  "faitbful  unto  the 
llh,"  His  ministry  as  their  pastor  ended  on  April  25tb, 
16.  He  died  of  consumption,  September  19lh,  lS6t(,  tet. 
ytwcs. 

At  Bedford,  The  Rev.  Thomas  Savage,  installed  July 
b,  1826,  continued  to  officiate  till  1850,  and  afterwards. 
Fdahnro.  The  Rev.  James  H.  French  was  dismissed 
"April,  1847,  and  the  Rev.  Henry  J.  Lamb  was  ordained 
July  14th,  1847.  The  number  of  members  in  1850  was 
I  hundred  and  seventy-five,  but  many  of  these  became 
nUonalized,  and  during  1851  a  number  were  dis- 
»y  letter,  who  organized  and  formed  a  State  society. 
"go  to,  let  us"  form  a  Congregational  parish  so 
Ktkened  the  Presbyterian  church,  that  Mr.  Lamb  was 
muKwd,  December  31st,  18-52.  In  1856  their  roll  was 
looed  to  sixty-seven  members,  and  in  1859,  Presbyte- 
D  became  extinct  in  Peterboro. 
Saeburffport  churches  continued,  during  this  quar- 
f  <rf  a  century,  to  enjoy  tlie  ordinances  of  the  gospel. 
Rev.  Jonathan  F.  Stearns,  a  native  of  Bedford,  Mass., 
idoate  of  Harvard,  a  student  of  Audover,  and  a  licen- 
:  of  the  Woburn  Association,  waa  ordained  and  in- 
iDed,  on  September  16th,  1835,  by  the  Londonderry 
'lytery.  in  the  First  church.  After  a  ministry  of  four- 
jremrs  there,  he  accepted  a  call  from  the  congregation 
Imwark,  N.  J.  This  pulpit  was  then  fur  some  time 
iplied  by  the  Rev,  James  (jaUaher,  a  revivalist,  not  un- 
nm  in  the  ^VeBt,  especially  for  his  "earnestness  and 
b  a  DUisa  of  it."    On  May  Ist,  1850.  the  Rev.  Ashbel  G. 
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Vermilye  was  installed.  He  was  the  boh  of  the  Rev,  Dr, 
Vermilye,  of  the  Collegiate  Dutch  Reformed  church  in 
New  York,  and  had  enjoyed  the  iidvantageB  of  a  sound 
theological  training.  He,  as  well  as  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stearns, 
was  a  faithful  pastor.  In  the  first  six  years  of  his  pastor- 
ate his  annual  numerical  increase  was  twenty-two,  while 
that  of  Mr.  Stearns  was  fifteen. 

On  November  2Kth,  18-56,  the  one  hundredth  anniTHV 
sary  of  the  building  of  their  meeting-house  was  observed 
— as  the  centennial  commemoration  of  the  organization  of 
the  church  had  been,  under  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stearns,  in  1846— 
■  by  an  hiatorical  discourse.  The  building  was  now  somewbat 
modernized  and  rcpairetl  throughout,  and  then  rededicatoi 
to  begin  anottier  century. 

The  venerable  Dr.  Dana  (then  ei"hty-five  years  of  Bg«] 
opened  bis  remarks  with  a  feeling  allusion  to  the  tKomaDt 
and  then  "  suggested  a  few  thoughts  as  to  the  proper  tnsn*' 
ner  of  preaeliing  and  hearing  the  gospel,"  in  which  "dsjl 
did  speak  and  the  multitude  of  (his)  years  taught  ir* 
dom."  He  was  succeeded  by  other  previous  pastors  of  tbft. 
church,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Proudfit,  and  by  the  Rev.  J.  ?• 
Stearns,  who  had,  in  1850,  received  the  degree  of  S.  T.  IX 
ham  the  College  of  New  Jersey.  Proudfit,  looking  at  tin 
tomb  of  Whitefield,  said : 

"As  my  eye  re*3  on  that  monument,  let  me  recall  lifl 
way  in  which  it  came  there,  as  it  may  hereafter  be  a  tradi- 
tion of  some  interest.  I  was  calling  one  evening  upon 
Mr.  Bartlett,  when  about  to  leave  for  an  absence  of  sonw 
weeks.  He  told  me  that  he  had  heard  Whitefield  when  i 
boy,  and  had  never  forgotten  the  impresBiou  made  uptm 
him  by  his  preaching.  He  expressed  a  desire  to  have  a 
suitable  monument  erected  to  nis  memory  in  this  cliarch. 
He  asked  me  if  I  would  look  after  the  Hiatter,  and  emploT 
an  eminent  artist  to  do  the  work.  I  inquired  how  mucli 
he  was  willing  it  should  cost,  '  On  that  point,'  he  replied, 
'I  leave  you  entirely  at  liberty.  Let  it  be  something 
worthy  of  a  great  and  good  man.'  That  monument— do* 
signed  by  Strickland  and  executed  by  Strothcra— is  tlw 
result  I  used  the  liberty  he  gave  me  moderately.  Hw 
it  coat  ten  times  as  much,  he  would,  I  have  no  doubt, 
have  paid  it  cheerfully.  When  the  artist  presented  hil 
demand,  Mr.  Bartlett  gave  his  check  for  one  hun^ 
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piDaiB  above  the  amount.  When  I  was  in  England,  the 
ngregation  of  Tottenham  Court  and  the  Tabernacle  inti- 
Ated  a  desire  to  have  his  remains  removed  to  England ; 
t  when  I  tokl  tliem  what  Mr.  Eartlett  had  done,  they 
d,  that  if  an  American  gentleman  waa  willing  to  give 
tee  hundred  pounds  to  do  honor  to  his  memory,  Amer- 
fe  was  well  entitled^to  his  remains." 
After  a  successful  pastorate  of  thirteen  years,  Mr.  Ver- 
'iiye  was  dismissed  in  April,  1863. 
w  the  antecedents,  force  of  character,  eympathiee,  and 
ulaees  of  the  eighth  pastor  of  this  cliurcli,  the  Rev. 
iehard  H.  Richanlson,  we  know  but  little,  excepting  that 
Mras  instiilled  on  April  23th,  1864,  and  dismis^  in 
Mober,  1868.* 

Second  church,  Newburypnrt.  We  now  notice  one  of 
e  manifestations  of  human  change  which  at  times  per- 
«  all  mental  operations  aiid  even  religious  associations. 
1 1795,  a  party  opposed  to  the  Rev.  Daniel  Dana  as  a 
itor,  had  so  agitated  matters  in  the  church  which  camo 
rttc  Presbytery  in  1746,  that  rather  than  lose  them  irom 
©denomination,  they  then  received  a  distinct  ecclesias- 
!■]  organization,  and  were  now  known  for  full  thirty  years 
Ithe  second  Presbyterian  church  in  Newburyport.  Al- 
OSfh  they  had  "despised  his  youth,"  they  had  observed 
I  career  aa  pastor,  president,  and  pastor,  and  they  now 
Mtioned  him  to  take  charge  of  their  souls. 
Tbe  generation  of  active  opponents  in  1795  had  now 
ed  away,  and  wiser  counsels  prevailed.  As  we  enter  on 
quarter  of  a  century,  he  had  "  fought  a  good  fight"  of 
le  ^ears  as  an  ordained  minister,  and  was  now  "  fin- 
faiB  course"  as  a  pastor,  while  he  atill  "kept  the 
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Tlie  labors  of  his  ripe  years  were  not  lost  on  a  -wSSlu 
people.  They  under  his  ministry  had  become  more  "  rootea 
and  grounded  in  the  faith,"  and  increased  in  niimljersL 
Such  a  condition  in  a  pastorate  was  a  good  time  to  resign 
it,  when,  as  once  "in  Judah,  things  went  well."  Accord- 
ingly, at  his  own  request,  having  "  served  them  in  the  gos- 
pel"  nearly  twenty  years,  he  was,  on  October  30tb,  l*i5, 
released  from  his  pastoral  charge. 

The  autumn  of  his  life  was  spent  in  placid  conlempla- 
tion,  in  fellowship  with  God.  He  was  "great  among  Ciiri*- 
tians,  and  accepted  of  tlie  multitude  of  hia  brethren,seek- 
ing  the  (_spiritual)  wealth  of  his  people,  and  speaking 
peace  to  all  his  seed."  He  had  not  in  early  life  eaten  ihe 
bread  of  idleness,  and  he  now  did  "  good  as  he  had  oppot- 
tunity  unto  all  men,  especially  to  the  household  of  fdth." 
Hence  his  pen  was  not  idle.  On  August  lat,  1847.  nl  liis 
native  place,  Ipswich,  he  preached  a  sermon  on  "  The  Failh 
of  Former  Times,"  in  which,  "  without  fear,  he  puts  tha 
question,  whether,  in  some  modem  modes  of  explainiDg 
human  depravity,  atonement,  regeneration,  etc.,  etc.,  then 
are  not  found  the  seminal  principles  of  gross  and  fund^ 
mental  errors?" 

In  1851,  on  April  30th,  he  preached  "a  sermon  addresHd 
to  the  Presbytery  of  Londonderry,  at  Bedford,  N.  H.,  on 
Matt.  ix.  15,  on  the  question,  'Do  our  churcb<%  at  laixe 
enjoy  tJie  presence  of  their  Saviour  ? '  If  so,  all  is  weH 
Let  them  be  thankful  and  rejoice.  If  this  presence  is  nith- 
drawn,  so  far  as  it  is  withdrawn  they  have  reason  for  hu- 
miliation and  grief.  With  grief  of  heart  I  advert  U>  thit 
low  state  of  religion  in  our  community,  which  liviug  Chris- 
tians confess  and  lament,  and  which  gives  joy  and  triamph 
to  a  careless  world.  Has  not  the  Sabbath  lost  much  of  its 
reverence,  even  in  the  eyes  of  Christian  professors? 

"  I  advert  with  inexpressible  reluctance  to  a  practice 
which  increasingly  prevails  in  our  cities,  and  from  whkth 
I  pray  God  that  our  country  congregations  laixy  kwrp 
themselves  pure.  I  refer  to  the  custom  of  siuing  in  prayrr 
— a  custom  sanctioned  neither  by  piety  nor  decorum— 4 
custom  which  would  almost  seem  to  say  that  we  have  vvf 
shipped  our  Maker  with  too  much  reverence  in  fon&er 
time,  and  may  now  approach  on  terms  of  greater  familitf- 
ity  the  High  and  Holy  One,  whom  prostrate  angels  adom' 
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bim  "the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus"  was  precious,  And 
ith  "a  reluctance  not  to  be  expressed,"  he  remonBtrated 
'illi  the  trustees  of  Phillips  Aciidemy,  Andover,  in  1B49, 
id  agaiD  in  1853,  on  the  state  of  the  theological  seoiinBry 
uder  their  care, 

"Having  been  a  member  of  their  Board  for  forty-five 
HTS,  he  viewed  his  responsibility  as  greatly  enhanced 
Her  the  Theological  Seminary  was  annexed  to  the  aca- 
Mnic  establishment."  He  was  "intimately  acquainted 
ttb  the  founders  of  the  seminary,  and  knew  their  favorite 
tjecte  and  designs."  He  now  states :  "  Every  professor 
iM,  on  the  day  of  his  inauguration,  publickly  make  and 
ibwribe  a  solemn  declaration  of  his  taith  in  divine  revc- 
ion  and  in  the  doctrine  of  the  Westminster  Assembly's 
irter  Catechism.  He  must  solemnly  promise  to  defend 
1  inculcate  the  Christian  taith  as  thus  expressed,  in  op- 
ition  to  all  contrary  doctrines  and  heresies.  He  must 
gat  the  declaration  and  promise  every  live  years,  and 
Duld  he  refuse  this,  or  should  he  teaeh  or  embrace  any 
the  proscribed  lieresies  or  errors,  he  shall  be  forthwith 
noved  from  ojHce." 

Buch  are  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution.  "  The  As- 
"'"'  Statutes  are  in  perfect  accordance.  They  provide, 
,  an  additional  creed,  but  a  creed  in  entire  harmony 
the  catechism,  and  nowise  designed  to  supersede  or 
validate  it."  "  i^^uch  was  the  design  of  the  founders,  a 
■ign  not  only  easily  understood,  but  impossible  to  be 
iBunderstood,  if  there  are  words  in  the  English  language 
llicb  can  make  anything  plain." 
"Oar  duty  then  as  trustees  is  made  plain." 
"  Has  the  orthodox  character,  which  for  many  of  its  first 
niB  it  maintained,  been  subsequently  preBerved?  Have 
preachers  recently  sent  forth  been  champions. for  the 
'inee  of  the  cross,  presenting  distinct  and  lucid  eshibi- 
of  human  depravity,  of  regeneration,  of  the  atone- 
,  of  justiti cation  by  faith,  of  tlie  nature  of  experimental 
MvinK  relii:ion?  ThE«e  clianges  are  defended  on  the 
"  that, '  if  these  doctrines  of  the  Catechism  are  not 
iit  according  to  their  ])roper  and  original  meaning, 
ay  are  taught  in  a  mode  wliich  is  more  agreeable  to  the 
[Deinles  of  philosophy  and  to  the  improved  tasle  of  the 
,  bat  the  Conutitution  demands  that  they  should  bo 
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the  very  Bame.  It  13  with  real  pain  and  grief  that  I  nuke 
these  statements." 

Having  stated  criminal  violations  of  tlieir  Constitution, 
as  if  the  actual  violations  of  it  by  the  prominent  profcgsM 
were  (hke  his  "  cunninjfly  devised  fable,"  that "  onginalain 
is)  not  sin,"  he  says, "  I  have  ndt  a  particle  of  personal  en- 
mity against  the  professor." 

This,  all  who  knew  him  would  believe.  After  this  date, 
in  1855,  he  wrote  his  introduction  to  "  Tlie  Theology  of 
New  England,"  noticed  above.  On  his  last  visit  to  tlw 
writer  his  heart  was  still  "  trembling  for  the  axk  of  God," 
as  he  declared,  "if  our  orthodox  churches  go  on  for  the 
next  thirty  years  as  they  have  done  in  the  past,  I  do  not 
see  how  godliness  can  exist  amon;^  tln.'ni,  as  there  will  not 
be  left  one  doctrine  on  which  it  Ciin  be  sustiii:ipd." 

He  knew  that  the  Head  of  the  church  "  hveth,"  thaf'the 
walls  shall  be  built  again  even  in  troublous  time8,"and 
having  "  served  his  generation  by  the  will  of  Gnd,  he  fell 
asleep  in  Jesus"  on  the  26th  day  of  August,  185y,  bavinj 
passed  one  month  of  hie  89th  year  on  earth. 

To  succeed  one  so  "  valiant  for  the  truth,"  to  watch  for 
his  highly  favored  flock  and  "  feed  them  with  the  bread  of 
life,"  the  Rev.  William  W.  Eells  was  called.  His  instilla- 
tion took  place  on  July  14th,  1846.  As  a  specimen  of  the 
way  in  which  he  "  handled  the  word  of  God,"  I  quote  from 
his  sermons  on  Fast  Day,  April  6th,  1848,  from  Matt. 
iii.  9 :  "  Is  it  not  true,  now  as  then,  that  when  '  Jeshorin 
waxed  fat,  then  he  forsook  God  who  made  him,  and 
lightly  esteemed  the  rock  of  his  salvation?'  And  while, 
like  the  Jews  of  old,  we  cease  not  to  boast '  we  have  tlie 
Puritans  to  our  fathers,'  and  pride  ourselves  in  their  char- 
acter and  their  works,  and  count  ourselves  the  favorites  of 
heaven  on  their  account  and  look  upon  all  the  great  Ine^ 
cies  of  God  about  ns  as  secure  through  them,  and  say  in 
our  hearts,  'Our  mountain  stands  strong,  and  we  snail 
never  be  moved,'  may  it  not  be  true  after  all  that  we  haw 
forsaken  the  principles  of  our  fathers  and  are  hastening  !*> 
use  up  and  to  consume  the  blessing  of  God  upon  thelancti 
for  the  fathers'  sake?  And  if  this  be  so,  then  is  ittiinelo' 
us  to  hush  all  our  idle  boasting,  and  to '  remember  whenW 
we  have  fallen  and  repent,  and  do  the  first  works,  lest  God 
come  quickly  and  remove  our  eandletitick  out  of  hia  pio^ 
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Ire  repent  not ; '  lest  the  light  of  our  privileges  be  turned 
ay  upon  Bome  other  nation,  and  we  grope  in  the 
tkness. 

•They  suffered  no  foreign  authority  to  usurp  their  right 
teach  their  little  ones,  to  prescribe  how  much  or  how 
lie  of  God's  word,  their  strength  and  their  salvation, 
y  Bhould  impart  to  those  upon  whom  would  soon  de- 
ve  their  burdens.  They  lieurd  the  Holy  Spirit  duclanng 
t  all  'things  revealed  belonged  to  them  and  to  their 
Idren ; '  and  who  were  they,  that  they  should  fight 
inst  God  and  give  but  a  part  where  he  had  given  ^? 
-^Jl  that  they  held  dear  to  themselves — the  Bible  in 
i  utmost  freedom  of  use,  and  the  Catechism,  as  a.  com- 
ntan'  U[ion  the  Bible — all  that  strengthened  the  soul  in 
ivenly  wisdom  they  put  into  the  common  every-day 
Bcation  of  their  little  ones,  and  thus  obeying  the  corn- 
ode  of  God,  it  was  their  highest  aim,  even  in  the  times 
great  distress,  to  train  these  up  in  the  nurture  and  ad- 
nition  of  the  Lord.  And  how  is  it  now?  Alas!  every 
in  the  commendation  of  our  fathers  is  a  burning  sen- 
i  of  condemnation  against  ourselves.  That  church 
h  they  planted  in  prayer,  and  watered  with  tears,  and 
tivated  with  assiduous  toil,  now  casts  off  its  tender 
it  to  ripen  on  the  unwholesome  soil  of  the  world.  Like 
Tinnataral  mother,  she  exposes  her  offspring,  almoet 
Ebout  care  or  protection,  to  every  evil  influence.  Yea, 
ipTofeeeed  people  of  God  are  upholding  and  strengthen- 
Sy  all  their  might  the  engines  of  infidelity'  and  irrelig- 
.  The  church  has  suffered  that  dutv,  which  she  alone 
I  properly  discharge,  to  f:ill  into  the  hands  of  the  state, 
'd  SB  the  state  knows  no  religion  hut  that  which  is  com- 
o  to  all  its  component  parts,  so  it  can  teach  no  religion. 
id  that  education  which  leaves  out  the  religious  element 
tnentially  an  ungodly,  an  irreligious,  an  inlidel  educa- 
n.  It  virtually  depreciates  the  value  of  that  which  is 
dtled,  and  leaves  the  depraved  heart  unrestrained  to  fol- 
roiit  its  native  hatred  of  God.  If  we  compare  ourprin- 
ttvitli  theirs,  it  is  an  undeniable  fact  that  very  little 
trinal  preaching  of  anv  kind  is  found  in  the  pulpits  of 
>  present  day  in  this  land  of  the  Puritans.  A  sickly 
Itunentalism,  or,  at  most,  the  indefinite  and  indirect 
Udung  about  Uie  gospel,  is  set  before  their  sons.    This  is 


I 


I  mstal 

i  rem  01 

26th, 

I  Dei 


574  HISTORY   OF  PRESBYTEHIANISM 

a  truth — an  awful  truth.  The  popular  theology  of  the  day 
is  a  direct  c on trati lotion  in  every  important  point  to  the 
doctrine  of  our  fathers." 

In  this  mere  outline  of  his  utterances  we  see  the  man  as 
a  worthy  BUCcesHor  to  tlie  venerable.  Dana,  and  his  teach- 
ingB  became  bo  verified  in  his  surroundings,  that  ha 
Bought,  after  a  few  years,  a  more  congenial  field,  and  on 
April  21st,  1855,  he  was  released  to  labor  in  Pennsylvania, 

He  was  suiiceeded,  on  December  30th,  1856,  by  the  Rev. 
Herman  R.  Tiinlow.  Of  his  antecedents  (_as  the  recordsof 
Presbytery  are  lost)  we  have  no  definite  information.  The 
spirit  of  the  age  (as  noted  above)  was  now  becoming  more 
vigorous  and  pastorates  growing  shorter. 

How  far  he  taught "  the  same  things  "  with  his  predecre- 
Bors,  what  the  state  of  religion  was  among  his  people,  what 
his  faithfulness  to  God  and  man,  we  can  only  infer,  for, on 
April  2l3t,  1859,  he  was  dismissed. 

Mr.  Timlow  was  succeeded  on  June  6th,  1860,  bylhfl 
Rev.  Jarries  Cruikshanks.  He  was  brought  (when  a  lad) 
&om  Scotland,  but  the  little  doctrinnl  instruction  whichhe 
had  there  received  wan  extensively  bleached  out  of  him, 
and  he,  after  a  course  of  study  in  it,  became  a  champion 
of  the  New  England  theology.  Being  thus  engaged  in 
preaching  ■'  another  gospel  which  was  not  another  "  in  the 
pulpit  of  Dana  and  Eells,  his  stay  was  short.  He  was  difi- 
missed  on  August  1st,  1S62. 

He  occupied  in  other  places  in  New  England,  but  not  as 
a  Presbyterian.  His  speech  always  "  bewrayed  "^  him. 
He  could  not  intone  vocaoles  but  with  a  foreign  peculiarity. 
In  his  best  estate  in  New  England  he  was  only  "a  for- 
eigner," and  he  emigrated  to  Wisconsin.  Demand  regu- 
lates supply.  Ministers  detached  have  to  sojourn  whets 
they  can  "  find  a  place."  Hence  to  obtain  a  hearing  in  * 
vacant  church  under  the  light  of  the  liis'  half  of  the  nine- 
teenth century,  is  at  times  difEcuH,  and  pastoral  settle- 
menla  take  place  oftentimes,  at  least,  not  rapidly,  FroO 
twelve  to  fifty-two  candidates  may  be  heard  in  one  year. 
In  this  Second  church  the  Rev.  "Benjamin  Y.  Geoi^  ff^ 
installed  April  27th,  1864.  Cause,  reason  or  occasion  "' 
removal  we  cannot  give,  but  he  was  dismiaaed  Septefflbet 
26th,  1866. 

Demand  became  now  forcible^  and  in  three  months,  o" 
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December  27th,  1866,  the  Rev.  James  G.  Johnson  was  in- 
Btalled.  With  him,  among  the  pastors  of  this  church,  we 
end  this  quarter  of  a  century.  He  was  dismissed  on 
September  22d,  1808. 

East  Boston.  The  origin  of  this  congregation  by  the 
manipulations  of  the  Rev.  H.  H.  Johnston  and  a  "  society  " 
in  185S,  we  have  seen,  and  also  how  that,  after  his  de- 
parture, the  Rev.  T.  N.  Haskell  was,  on  December  3d, 
1862,  installed  pastor.  During  his  ministrationa,  although 
the  thirty-seven  de  jure  owners  of  the  church  estate  were 
scattered,  and  none  of  them  (it  is  believed)  united  with  the 
"society"  of  twenty-two  persons,  yet  as  a  new  minister 
usually  gives  a  new  impulse  to  a  congregation,  so  this  new 
man,  coming  to  Presbyterianism,  collected  not  a  few  new 
people.  From  the  days  of  Mr.  Johnston  they  were  under 
the  care  of  the  Londonderry  Presbytery.  As  the  records 
of  that  court  at  this  date  are  lost,  so  of  the  efficiency  of  hia 

fastoral  work  we  can  say  but  little.  On  October  23d, 
866,  he  resigned.  On  April  1st,  1867,  the  Rev.  M.  A. 
Bepne  commenced  as  a  stated  supply,  was  called  on  July 
3d,  and  installed  on  the  lith.  His  resignation  was  ac- 
cepted on  July  12th,  1869. 
We  turn  now  to  Bonton  proper. 

As  we  have  seen,  the  Rev.  A.  S.  Muir  arrived  on  Decem- 
ber 9th,  1853.  "He  preached  from  December  11th  till 
Jane,  1854,  at  the  Melodeon,  and  then  until  June,  1855, 
in  the  Freeman  Place  Chapel."  In  public  worship  he  ad- 
hered closely  to  the  Psalms  and  Paraphrases,  and  was  in- 
tensely Scotch.  Standing  in  an  ample  surrounding  of 
man-millinery,  he  stated  that  "  the  silk  was  bought  from  a 
Scotchman  by  Scotch  people,  made  by  a  Scotch  tailor  and 
■worn  by  a  Scotch  preacher,  and  it  is  a  real  Scotch  gown." 
I  again  quote  from  his  church  "memorial."  "During 
this  time  three  elders  had  been  ordained.  A  call  was  ex- 
tended to  Mr.  Muir  to  become  pastor  of  the  church,  but 
many  persons  had  lost  confidence  in  him,  and  it  was  not 
unanimous.    He  went  to  Scotland  and  did  not  return. 

"The  elders  ordained  by  him  also  lost  the  confidence 
of  the  church,  and  the  Presbytery  of  Halifax  declared 
their  ordination  unauthorized,  irregular  and  void.  For 
bis  passage-money  to  this  country  and  back,  some  S400 
(previous  to  his  coming),  the  committee  became  responsi- 
ble." 
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"  The  Presbytery  sent  out  a  young  man  named  Koss, 
who  supplied  the  pulpit  for  a  j'e^r,  during  which  time  the 
audiences  dwindled  to  a  mere  handful.  In  June,  1856, 
the  congregation  voted  to  unite  with  the  Presbyterj  of 
Montre^,  which  gave  them  good  and  regular  supplies. 
Aft«r  some  delay  the  society  was  received  into  connection 
with  the  Canadian  church,  and  on  July  22d,  1857,  the 
Rev.  William  McLaren,  of  Amherstbiirg,  Ontario,  having 
received  an  unanimous  call,  was  installed  as  pastor,  fie 
remained  till  November  30th,  1858,  doin"  a  good  vak, 
having  consolidated  the  worshippers,  established  prayer 
meetings,  Bible-classes,  literary  meetings  for  the  young 
men,"  etc.,  etc.     CHist.  of  Beach  St.  Ch.,  p.  6.) 

"  The  spirit  of  the  times  "  was  now  taking  possession  of 
this  people,  and  while  during  his  ministry,  sixty-eeven 
niemDera  had  been  added,  and  he  preached  the  gospel  in 
its  purity,  two  or  more  of  the  leaders  declared,  "  We  must 
have  a  Kalloch,  or  a  Stone."    This  first  beau-ideal  of  pal- 

git  holin^s  and  power  was  then  finishing  his  course  as  * 
aptist  in  Tremont  temple,  preparatory  to  wading  throiub 
the  mire  of  politics  in  Kansas,  to  the  pulpit  in  and  {undet 
the  patronage  of  the  immaculate  Dennis  Kearney  of. "the 


,ntl  Lots  ")  to  the  mayoralty  of  San  Francisco. 
SensationoliBm  now  became  the  governing  force.    Con- 
nected with  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  in  its  purity  and 
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power,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  McLaren,  the  congregation  had 
hitherto  sung  only  the  paalraa  aud  paraphrases.  There 
was  too  much  "Scotch  in  this  order  of  worship, and 
"the  church,  with  but  one  dissenting  vote,  decided  lo 
unite  with  the  Presbytery  of  Londonderry,  the  vote  lo 
take  effect  on  December  1st."    {lb.,  p.  5.) 

Before  him,  in  Canada,  a  wide  door  of  usefulness,  as  a 
professor,  was  opened^  which  he  has  -for  above  twenty 
years  honorably  occupied. 

"  In  the  spring  of  1859,  the  society,  by  a  divided  votti 
invited  the  Rev.  David  Magill,  of  Philadelphia,  to  the  pa* 
toral  office. 

"  He  was  installed  on  July  14th,  and  on  the  25th  o/ 
March,  1860,  the  church  was  fully  organized  by  the  ordi- 
nation and  installation  of  R.  K.  M.  Bayuuni  and  D.D' 
Morrison  as  elders,"    (76.,  p.  5.) 

For   the  building,  purchased   in   December,  18S9,  o" 
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Beach  street,  and  opened  as  an  Old  School  Presbyterian 
church  on  the  8th  of  January,  1860,  it  became  apparent 
that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Magill  coulj  not  raise  the  money  re- 
quired to  pay.  Consequently  "he  resigned  in  August," 
and  preached  to  them  his  last  aermon  on  September  8th, 
1861. 

"  The  pulpit  was  acceptably  supplied  a  portion  of  the 
year  186!2  by  the  Rev.  H,  M.  Pa,inter  of  Booneville,  Mia- 
Bouri.  The  R«v.  R.  A.  DcLancy,  D.  D.,  supplied  part  of 
the  time  without  remuneration  until  October  23d,  1864, 
when  an  union  was  effected  with  the  Oak  Place  Congrega- 
tional church,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bixby,  bringing  with  him 
109  members,  was  installed  as  pastor."  {lb.,  p.  5.)  Ha 
.preached  his  farewell  aermon  in  Beach  Street  church  on 
October  1st.  1866.  They  were  then  for  two  years  depend- 
ant on  supphes. 

Ab  we  approach  the  middle  of  this  nineteenth  century, 
imarked  ohaflges  appear  in  social  life  and  in  the  varied  in- 
duatries.  Railroad  cars  supersede  the  stage-coach,  steam 
fiiopels  the  printing-press  and  gives  to  commerce  an  un- 
■Jwecedented  impulse,  uoth  on  land  and  on  the  sea.  Labor- 
wviiig  machinery,  while  it  diminishes  toil,  like  the  confu- 
eion  of  tongues,  scatters  many  "'  abroad  upon  the  face  of 
the  whole  earth,"  and  to  enterprise,  tJiose  classes  of  men 
especially  give  themselves,  who  have  been  trained  to  know 
the  New  England  Primer. 

Hence,  both  Scotland  and  New  England  are  extensively 
Wxvered  with  manufactories,  all  calculated  to  promote  con- 
venience, accumulate  wealth,  or  provide  embellishment. 

To  "  the  days  of  the  Catechism  "  we  turn,  and  we  find, 
that  the  "promising  circle  of  young  men  in  Derry,  K.  H., 
had  advantages  held  out  to  them  from  abroad,  which  in- 
duced them  to  leave  their  native  place,"  while  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Doru-s  Clarke,  in  hia  very  valuable  lecture,  entitled, 
"Saying  the  Catechism,"  has  shewn  the  inward  life,  not 
only  of  the  town  of  Westiiampton  eighty  years  ago,  but 
also  the  extensive  usefulness  in  their  generations  of  many 
wlio  stored  in  their  memories  the  lo^ic  and  truth  contained 
in  this  "form  of  sound  words."  To  it  Watt  and  Morse 
were  deeply  indebted.  The  invention  of  the  cotton-gin 
by  Whitney  opened  the  door  to  ease  and  wealth  to  mil- 
lions, and  prompted  the  utilizing  of  the  ungenial  soil  of 
much  of  New  England  for  spinning  and  weaving. 
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Around  the  factory  a  village  mupt  be  gathered,  and  ihe 
■varied  appliances,  springing  from  (and  characteristic  of) 
modern  Christian  civilization,  in  due  time  appear.  Ib 
this  way,  in  New  England,  Presbyterianism  received  an 
invigorating  impulee. 

Thompaonvilk,  in  Connecticut,  "  in  1828  had  b  dis- 
tillery, a  carding-inill,  a  linseed-oil  mill,  a  flouring-mill, 
one  store,  and  a  population  of  less  than  forty  souk" 
Through  the  energy  of  Mr.  Orin  Thompson  especially,  the 
"  Carpet  Manufacturing  Company  was  organized  and  (ia> 
tered." 

Labor,  skill  and  integrity  were  now  required,  and  for 

Sualified  weavers  an  agent  was  sent  to  Scotland.  The 
rst  company  arrived  in  October,  and  those  who  came 
were  annually  followed  by  others.  These  people  had  been 
accustomed  to  worship  God,  and,  appreciating  the  ptivi- 
leges  bought  with  the  toil,  sacrifices  and  blood  of  their 
fathers,  they  did  not  forget  that  "  Scotland  owed  all  that 
was  noble  in  her  history  to  Divine  revelation,  and  that, 
when  found  without  the  Bible,  anarchy  and  despotism  had 
ruled  and  ruined  her." 

They  considered  that  "  half  a  loaf  was  better  than  no 
bread,''  and  waited  on  the  ministry  of  the  Rev,  Mr.  Rob- 
bine,  the  orthodox  minister  in  Enfieid. 

In  1831  a  Mr.  Mitchell,  a  Scotchman,  who  was  engaged 
in  teaching  through  the  week,  preached  to  them  on  the 
Sabbath.  After  his  departure,  they  returned  to  the  min- 
istry of  Mr.  Robbins,  from  which,  by  distance,  the  aged 
and  the  young  were  excluded,  especially  in  winter. 

In  1834  a  building  was  erected,  the  lower  story  of  which 
served  for  a  school-room,  and  the  upper  one  for  a  church. 
The  professors  at  East  Windsor  supplied  them  usually  on 
Sabbath  until  1838. 

Being  poor,  they  applied  to  the  "  Connecticut  H«M 
Missionary  Society "  tor  aid,  and  could  not  understand 
why  they  were  refused. 

The  reasons  might  have  been  two.  East  Windsor  »»S 
Calvinistic,  and  "  the  society  "  was  less  so,  and  could  easily 
'see,  that  of  these  sons  of  the  heather,  it  would  not  bW9 
been  easy,  to  make  modem  Congregationalists.  Trusting 
in  God,  they  redoubled  their  efforts  to  sustain  ordinanoffl 
and  sought  an  organization.    Dr.  Harvey,  who  had  bwn 
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H^viousTy  a  Congregationalist  for  twenty-eight  years,  and 
rho  had  now  preached  to  them  for  several  months,  sought 
to  have  them  adopt  his  own  polity,  but  they  loved  the 
church  of  their  fathers.  They  couJd  not  believe  that  "the 
manner  in  which  Congregationalism  took  its  rise  in  New 
England  renders  it  sufficiently  divine."  (Christian  Ob- 
'otory,  1864.)  When  their  votes  were  counted  all  but 
)  were  given  for  a  Preshyterian  organization.  As  the 
Dan  of  old,  "when  the  mountain  would  not  come  to  him, 
ie  went  to  the  mountain,"  so  the  Rev.  Dr.  Harvey  became 
a  Presbyterian. 

A  petition  for  an  organization  wae  forwarded  to  the  New  "* 
York  Presbytery  [Old  School),  who  were  surprised  to  find 
'ft  good  thing  come  out  of  Nazareth,"  and  granted  the  le- 
[H^,  which  was  carried  into  effect  on  July  5th,  1839, 
irhen  eighty-two  members  were  enrolled,  and  on  the  6th 
onr  elders  were  ordained.  Excepting  the  congregations 
ifVoluntown,  Milford,  ilanefield  and  Cornwall,  which  ex- 
Bted  for  a  time  during  the  prerious  century,  this  was  the  , 
^^wt  Presbyterian  church  organized  in  Connecticut.  * 

On  July  10th  the  Rev.  Dr.  Harvey  was  installed  pastor. 
Hieir  house  of  worship,  built  by  the  Carpet  company,  wag 
d^cated  in  the  summer  of  1841,  and  in  1845  its  capacity 
w&s  enlarged  by  the  same  benefactors,  and  while  the  con- 
jegation  were  permitted  to  occupy  the  edifice  rent-free, 
brough  good  intentions  unfulfiDea,  they  never  became  by 
pft  owners  of  the  property. 

Their  pastor  was  a  man  of  positive  character,  "fully 
persuaded  in  his  own  mind,"  "a  student  and  a  scholar. 
The  distinctive  features  of  doctrine  embodied  in  the  West- 
minster Catechism  formed  the  groundwork  of  all  hia 
preaching." 

In  18.56  he  preached  three  sermons  on  "  the  true  basis 
sf  Christian  and  ministerial  fellowship,''  which  by  request 
(fete  published,  and  which  embody  (it  ia  feared)  too  much 
truth  to  be  now,  one-quarter  of  a  century  afterwards,  ex- 
epting  by  a  very  few  individuala,  read  in  New  England. 
11 1855  the  Rev,  Dr.  Tyler  sent  to  him  a  discourse,  which 
ie  had  published  on  "Human  Ability  and  Inability." 
Fo  thia  he  replied :  '■  My  first  remark  is,  there  is  a  want  of 
Affinity  between  the  doctrine  of  your  discourse  and  your 
iezt.  and  not  only  so — there  is  a  manifest  variance  be- 
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tween  the  two.  My  second  remark  is,  your  doctrine  is  at 
variance  with  other  parts  of  your  discourse.  My  third  re^ 
mark  is,  the  arguinents  by  which  you  attempt  to  support  I 
the  doctrine  extorted  from  your  text,  so  far  from  suBtaio-  I 
iug,  do  not  even  reach  the  doctrine.  My  fourth  remark  is, 
that  in  the  face  of  your  doctrine,  and  of  various  paBsaga 
of  your  discourse,  to  which  I  liave  already  referred, 
you  apparently,  if  not  intentionally,  concede  the  whola 
ground  in  question  by  saying,  'My  meaning  is,  that  God 
does  not  require  of  men  what  they  might  not  do,  if 
rightly  disposed.'  My  nest  remark  ia,  your  reference  to 
authorities  in  support  of  your  theory  of  natural  ability  is 
unsatisfactory.  My  next  remark  is,  the  doctrine  of  yoai 
discourse  is  in  discordance  with  the  languagt;  and  teacnios 
of  the  Scriptures." 

Thus  "  valiant  for  the  truth  upon  the  earth,"  he  contin- 
ned  in  the  pastoral  office  until  April  28th,  1857,  when  at 
his  own  request,  owing  to  ill-health  and  the  weight  of 
threescore  and  ten  years,  he  was  released.  He  removw 
to  the  upper  peninsula  of  Michigan,  on  the  banks  of  Lak« 
Superior,  where  he  died  February  4th,  1S73,  aged  eighly- 
eix  years.  To  feed  a  people  thus  doctrinally  trained,  R 
vine  Providence  sent  to  them  the  Rev.  Carson  Wilson  ' 
Adams,  D.  D.,  then  resident  in  Virginia,  who  assumed  the 
duties  of  the  office  on  the  first  Sabbath  of  December,  1867.  i 
We  here  see  one  of  the  advantages  of  "sound  doctrine," 
viz.:  an  early  pastoral  settlement,  quite  in  contrast wilh 
what  is  said  of  "  the  Congregational  church  at  Holbrook, 
Mass.,  which  has  been  seeking  a  pastor  for  nine  yean, 
listening  during  that  time  to  sermons  from  two  hundred 
and  forty  candidates."  (  W.  Star.  )  No  people  familinr 
with  "  the  New  England  primer  "  ever  did  or  ever  will  be- 
come such  a  gazing-atock. 

On  June  1st,  1868,  Dr.  Adams  was  dismissed.  Good  in- 
tentions unfulfilled  on  the  part  of  Orin  Thompson,  Eeq-, 
overtook  this  congregation  in  1851.  In  that  year  the  com- 
pany failed,  nnd  in  1854,  among  the  assets  which  passed 
into  the  hands  of  the  Hartford  company  was  the  Presbyte- 
rian church  property.  ^\'hile  they  had  had  no  work  for  two 
years,  yet  pniyer  and  determination  were  employed,  and 
as  the  blessing  of  God  comes  through  sacrifice,  with  nt* 
over  four  hundred  dollars  of  outside  aid,  the  property  «M 
secured  to  the  congregation,  and  they  continue  to  prosjitt- 
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iffpiUe  in  1840  contained  lesB  than  four  hundred 
itJints,  but  finding  the  cjirpet  raanufncturing  at 
peonville  profitable,  the  company  extended  their 
JOHB  to  that  place.  One  eetablishment  erected  there 
900,000,  and  gave  employment  to  from  650  to  800 
ktveij.  "  The  church  was  constituted  October  24th, 
j'  In  1853  the  population  was  nearly  2,000.  On 
)eT  15th,  1850,  the  Synod,  out  of  the  PrcBbytery  of 
York  (O.  S.)  erected  the  Presbytery  of  Connecticut, 
I  held  its  first  meeting  in  Thompsonville  on  October 

UM  aeven  ministers  who  connjoscd  that  Preshytei^, 
iv.  R.  G.  Thompson,  of  the  Presbyterian  church  m 
nrille,  was  one. 

lit  up  bv  similar  if  not  identical  intcresta  with  the 
any  in  Thonipsonville,  the  failure  there  ]irostrated 
leading  industry  of  the  village.  Consequently,  de- 
tl  of  employment  the  operatives  could  no  longer 
tn  ordinances,  and  the  church  became  extinct. 
1851,  an  individual  of  another  ]]ersuasion  called  the 
lioii  of  the  Rev.  R.  G.  Thompson  tn  the  number  of 
vteriang  living  in  Hartford,  and  in  June  he  laid  the 
before  the  Presbytery  of  Connecticut,  then  in  sea- 
io  New  Haven,  The'  services  of  the  Rev.  James  Ely 
Mcured  to  commence  the  work,  and  on  Sabbath,  the 
nboul  fifty  assembled  and  Mr.  Ely  preached  to  them 

,  Thompson  conducted  serrices  on  the  next  Sabbath. 

By,  acting  under  a  commission  of  the  Presbyterian 

t  of  Domestic  Missions,  became  their  stated  supply. 

y  soon  application   was  made  to   Mr.  Thomas  S. 

k,  a  recent  graduate  of  Princeton  Theological  Semi- 

and  a  licentiate  of  the  Presbrterj'  of  New  York,  to 

ihai^  of  the  enterprise,  and  to  them  he  preached  his 

etinoD  on  tlie  24th  day  of  August.     The  congregation 

icred  about  75  persons,  nearly  all  from  the  north  of 

)d  and  Scotland. 

ty  had    neither  wealth    nor  special   influence,  but 

K  tbem  were  godly  and  earnest  Christians. 

Uining  a  call  to  a  pastorate  in  the  city  of  New  York, 

•t  in  hift  lot  with  tim  people. 

aneeting  of  Presbytery  at  Thompsonville  on  Novcni' 
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ber  4th,  a  petition  for  the  organization  of  a  church  ._  ^ 
granted,  ana  in  due  time  thirty -two  members  were  enrolled, ' 
two  elders  ordained  and  installed.  They  assembled  in  j 
their  "  own  hired  "  large  "  upper  room  "  until  they  were 
able  to  obtain  a  church  edifice.  The  ])salmB  of  the  versioa  ' 
of  their  native  lands  were  used  in  public  worship  by  his  ! 
hearers,  till  January  21st,  1852.  The  introduction  of  tlie  I 
Assembly's  psalmody  and  hymns  was  attended  with  some  | 
opposition  and  loss.    This  was  to  be  expected. 

In  due  time,  a  house  was  purchased,  and  as  is  of^  the  I 
case,  in  such  an  enterprise,  the  pastor  had  to  sacrifice  most  j 
So  it  was  here.     Receiving  an  unanimous  call,  Mr.  Childs ' 
yfoa  ordained  and  installed  on  June  30th,  185*2,  and  the  J 
great  secular  burden  (as  well  as  the  spiritual)  fell  on  the  | 
pastor.    This  was  prosecuted  under  great  difficulties,  »nd  , 
continued  for  several  years,  and  at  one  time  he  had  to  ad-  ' 
vance  the  whole  of  his  salary,  to  meet  an  emei^ency.   It 
-is  not  uncommon  to  hear  men,  even  preachers  of  great  pre- 
tensions to  holiness  and  zeal,  denounce  a  pastor,  who  vieta 
"  the  very  dust  of  Zion  dear  "  to  him  and  "  spends  and  is 
spent "  for  "  the  house  of  his  God."    Such  an  one  is  ready 
to  cry,  "  secular,"  while  he  is  too  slothful  or  lifted  up  witi 

Eride  to  assist  in  the  work.  In  his  own  way  he  "magnifia 
is  office."  In  order  to  success  in  the  Master's  work  where 
all  the  surroundings  are  hostile  to  Preabyterianism,  God- 
fearing-men as  pastors  in  New  England  have  often  to  do 
this.  Mr.  Childs  did  it,  until  his  health  failed  and  fof 
years  afl^nvard.  In  the  meantime,  he  preached  the  gos- 
pel with  a  majesty,  wliich  nothing  but  "sound  doctrine" 
could  produce,  until  the  autumn  of  1865,  and  while  he 
was  forced  to  leave  a  debt  (_principally  for  repairs)  of  $2,000 
on  a  church  estate  worth  825,000,  250  persona  had  been 
received  into  the  communion  of  the  church  during  hie 
ministrv. 

He  also  took  especial  care  of  the  youth,  aiding  and  en- 
couraging promismg  young  men  to  enter  the  miniatiy- 
"The  customs  of  the  churches"  overtook  him  in  IHfli 
when  the. introduction  of  instrumental  music  led  to  the 
withdrawal  of  between  thirty  and  forty  members.  Tlie 
Rev.  Dr.  Childs  became  a  theological  professor  in  Hart-  "] 
ford,  and  afterwards  at  Wooster,  Ohio. 

To  the  vacant  church  the  Rev.  John  Aspinwall  Hodge 
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preached  on  the  first  Sabbath  of  Jivnuar}-,  and  waa  in- 
Btalled  on  May  2d,  1866.     That  "  the  age  "  has  become  ex- 
tensively "  material,"  ia  shewn  by  many  places  of  worship. 
In  their  structure,  while '  entirely  to  future  ages  an  ana- 
chronism, Gothic   arches   have    become   increasingly  in 
building  (not  as  formerly  an  house  of  prayer)  but  a  repro- 
duction of  some  of  the  piles  of  "  the  middle  ages,"  called 
cathedrals.    This  taste  is  found   even  in  "the  land  of 
steady  habits."     His  people  had  now  "  a  plain  comforta- 
ble brick  building  well  adapted  to  their  wants,  and  capa- 
ble of  seating  some  750  people."    As  is  customary  on  the 
jettlement  of  a  new  pastor,  it  required  some  repairs  and 
ubellishments.    To  be  abreast  of  the  extravagance  "of 
le  times,"  Mrs.  J.  W.    ofiered  S5,000   towards  a  new 
9U8e.     This  offer  was  presented  to  tlie  trustees,  one  of 
'bam,  on  finding  that  in  the  market  their  building  would 
ring  but  «15,000,  gave  for  it  «I7,600. 
On  February  28th,  1868,  they  dedicated  their  chapel. 
9  much  tor  seventeen  years  of  their  history. 
During  these  years  (from  1S43  till  186S)  a  church  in 
JHew  Haven  was  received  by  the  Presbytei'y  of  Connecti- 
•cntfrom  a  Chissis  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  church. 
S  The  date  of  its  organization,  the  field  which  it  occupied, 
■ihe  influence  which  it  wielded,  the  manner  and  time  of 
its  extinction  are  factg  which  the  writer  has  not  the  means 
to  know.    The  doctrine  and  form  of  government  would 
make  it  an  exotic  in  that   nursery  of  "  New  England 


Being  remote  from  its  own  ecclesiastical  kindred,  it  ap- 
'peatB  to  have  been  transferred,  in  the  hope  that  it  might 

^  oerpetuated  to  "contend  earnestly  for  the  faith,"  but 

it£  Tarifl'ville  it  has  finished  its  course. 

The  same  may  be  said  of  Deep  River,  which  was  organ- 
«ed  July  27th,  18.56. 

The  First  I^esbyterian  church  of  Stamford  was  organ- 
^<3  by  the  Third  Presbytery  of  New  York,  February  26th, 
"G3,  The  pastors  have  been  the  Rev.  J.  L*onarcl  C'orning, 
■t>rii  19th,  1853,  till  October  15th,  1856.    Tlie  Rev.  Robert 

K-.  Booth  from  March  4th,  18.57,  to  February,  1861.  Rev. 
■Wight  K.  Bartlett  from  AprU  14th,  1S62,  til!  February, 
^«64.  The  Rev.  Samuel  P.  Halsey  from  March  8th,  1865, 
■^  February  7thi  1867. 


I  toe  0 
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Bridgeport.  On  October  16th,  1853,  in  this  city,  eighty- 
two  persons,  who  liiid  withdrawn  from  the  Second  Cc 
gationul  church,  entered  into  a  church  relation,  an-  .. 
quested  the  Pre8l)ytery  of  New  "Ark  to  receive  them  nndff 
its  care.  They  were  ao  received,  and  their  first  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Nathaniel  Hewitt,  D.  D.,  was  installed  October  SIeL 
in  that  year.  The  Rev.  Horace  6.  Hinsdale  was  iDEtalw 
associate  pastor  October  28th,  1862. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Hewitt  died  February  3d,  1867,  in  ti» 
Beventy-nintli  year  of  his  age. 

The  first  church  edifice  was  dedicated  August  8th,  1856i  ' 
It  was  burnt  and  rebuilt  in  its  present  beantiful  form. 

By  the  Fourth  Presbytery  of  New  York,  a  church  va 
CH^anized  in  Darlen  on  November  4th,  1863.  lis  first  pu- 
tor,  the  Rev.  James  \V.  Coleman,  was  ordained  and  in- 
Btalled  on  March  4th,  1864,  and  continues  pastor  at  tbs  ' 
end  of  this  quarter  of  a  century. 

In  Bridgeport  a  German  Preabyterlan  church  was  oijao-  n 
ized  in  I860  by  the  Presbytery  of  Connecticut  It  wffli  'I 
after  a  few  years,  diBmiased,  to  place  Itself  under  the  offl  ;i 
of  the  German  Reformed  church.  ' 

Id  1853,  the  Rev.  B.  R.  Allen,  previously  a  pastor  in  i 
Congregational ist  church  in  South' Berwick,  in  Maine,  *u 
called  to  the  pastorate  of  New  Boston,  N.  H,  He  TfU 
afterwards,  until  his  death,  pastor  of  an  orthodox  chnroh 
in  Marblehead.  "Valiant  for  the  truth,"  he  reunited  with 
the  Presbytery,  so  that  if  voted  out  by  "  the  spirit  of  the 
age,"  and  forced  "  to  go  West,"  a  certificate  from  a  clerk 
of  a  Presbytery  would  to  him  be  of  five-fold  more  value 
(as  his  compeer,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Campbell,  informed  me) 
than  a  diamissal  in  "  Congregational  form."  He  "  fon^t  \ 
a  good  fight  and  kept  the  iaith."  ,1 

The  church  in  Thompsonville  prospered  until  IStS,  1 
when  they  found,  that  while  they  were  Presbyterians,  the 
circumambient  "  customs  "  of  New  England  must  receive 
homage,  A  town-meeting  in  Berkeley,  Utass.,  had  de- 
clared, in  1733,  that  "an  organ  is  an  instrument  of  the 
devil  for  entrapping  men's  souls  "  (Hec),  but  since  182T. 
the  orthodox  Old  South  church  in  Boeton  (which  wantea 
but  one  vote,  in  1809,  to  carry  It  and  Its  wealth,  with  iB 
the  others  in  the  city,  into  Unitarianlsm),  had  led  off  to 
the  organ,  and  it  had  been  preceded  and  followed  just  K 


f  and  so  fast,  as  "advanced  thought"  had  diversified 
Bte  aad  iocxeastd  culture. 
The  mother  orthodox  oi'jran  was  built  at  the  above  date 
I  London,  und  set  up  ih  Buslon.  It  cost  87,UOO,  and  not 
fcw  of  the  Congregiitioniilitit  cliurchus  had  now,  in  1845, 
I  far  reached  inanhoud,  as  to  "put  awuy  the  cliildieh 
'"lUga"  of  "singing  psalms  to  God  with  grace."  Rejoicing 
the  [labuluni  of  tiie  139  Psalms  "  imitated,"  and  other 
enlicing  words  of  man's  wisdom,"  they,  according  to  their 
tlth,  must  have  the  condiment  of  instruments.  The 
^g-ji,  bass-viol,  or  cornet  did  not  cost  much,  and  were  usu- 
ly  the  pioneers  to  the  soul-trap  of  the  Berkeley  men.  So 
nB  here.  The  choir,  forming  oftentimes,  if  not  always, 
inmost  effective  force,  forthwith  petitioned  "the  session 
rpermission  to  introduce  an  instrument" — "a  bass-viol, 
two." 

When  the  session  would  not  grant  this,  they  and  those 
iqrmpathy  had  three  elders  added  to  the  session.  "The 
irty  in  the  session  opposed  to  the  use  of  instruments  re- 
liiud  from  voting,  and  the  choir  were  triumphnnt. 
is  flank  movement  was  lawful,  as  the  Old  School  Gen- 
ii Assembly  had  three  months  before  "  left  to  eaeh  ses- 
n  the  arranging  and  conducting_  of  the  niuaic."  It  was 
10  one  remove  towards  Prcabyteriaiiism.  The  rulers  and 
A  the  mled  were  the  voters  whom  the  choir  governed. 
On  the  first  Sahhath  in  Kcplember,  1845,  "a  bass-viol" 

■  "promoted"  (Judges  is.  13)  opposite  to  their  pulpit, 
A  hegftn  to  "  cheer  God  jnid  man."     The  new  movement 

■  oommenccd,  und  as  the  hymn  was  presented  on,  in, 
lb, or,  by,  the  "  thing  without  life-giviug  sound,"  a  scene 
nlnUturc,  similar  to  that  which  was  presented  on  Mav 
i,  IB43  (when  the  disrupted  ministers  left  the  Kirk 
Menbly  and  sang  their  psalm  to  the  tune  of  Bulerma  as 
5  TOtered  Tanfield  Hall),  was  now  enacted. 

Ine  congregation  wtre  generally  seated,  the  choir  had 
i  Ulcmselves  in  the  front  gnlfery  ;  and  as  the  violinist 
irhi»  bow,  and  the  holy  sounds  b<^an  to  go  forth  In 
I  prelude,  the  senior  elder,  Kohert  Galbraith,  who  was 
land,  aa  the  Scotch  say,  "bluek-aviced,"  turned  his 
id  over  his  shoulder,  looked  at  tlie  artists  and  then  at 
t  door.  But  a  few  weeks  before  this  day,  the  annual 
bsctiptioQ  tor  the  support  of  the  gospel  had  been  token, 
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and  as  he  found  himself  and  his  associates  vanquished  in 
"this  holy  war,"  he  withdrew  under  a  franiu  of  mind 
known  only  to  those  whose  "  hearts  tremble  for  the  art  of 
God."    (1  Sam.  iv.  13.) 

While  they  did  not  dance,  they  moved  to  and  from  the 
music,  and  in  a  few  minutes  above  four  hundred  dollara 
of  the  salary  was  outside  of  the  church.  A  meeting  was 
called  for  the  next  evening,  September  8th.  To  one,  held 
on  the  11th,  a  paper,  setting  forth  their  grievances,  wag 
reported,  and  on  the  15th  they  formed  a  "  society  for 
worship,  appointed  a  committee  to  apply  for  preiicUing  to 
the  Associate  Reformed  Presbytery  of  New  York,  began  a 
Bubscription  to  defray  expenses  and  provided  for  a  weekly 
prayer-meeting.  On  the  10th  of  October  they  asked  for  Ml 
oi^anization.  This  paper  came  before  that  court  DeceiB* 
ber  9th.  The  Rev.  William  McLaren,  then  of  New  York, 
was  appointed  to  organize  on  the  22d,  Sixty-four  certjfi^ 
cates  were  presented,  and  ten  were  arlmittod  on  profcssioli. 
Four  elders  were  installed,  and  on  December  2Sd,  184S, 
the  second  Presbyterian  church  in  that  town  had  "  a  name 
to  live."  Tliey  were  "  a  peculiar  people."  They  had  en- 
joyed their  Bibles  and  their  catechisms,  and  the  "swe^ 
psalms  "  in  their  famiUea,  but,  not  as  yet,  these  last  f* 
seventeen  years  in  the  sanctuary. 

Tfiis  "anatomy  of  the  soul''  {Col.)  went  to  the  veiy 
depths  of  their  emotions  when  the  first  psalm  in  their  ee^ 
vice  of  song,  the  89th,  was  announced — "God's  mercies  I 
will  ever  sing."  As  Mr.  McLaren  read  his  selection  tmi 
repeated  this  line,  their  feelings  were  poured  forth  in  teaift 
The  aged  and  the  middle-aged,  men  and  women,  wept 
through  the  first  stanza.  They  then  "  sang  with  the  spW 
and  with  the  understanding,  although,  probably,  not  with 
taste  and  harmony."  To  them,  for  many  years,  the  Con- 
necticut had  been  as  "  the  rivers  of  Babylon  "  were  to  the 
captive  Jews  in  their  day.  But  now  the  scene  was  rfr 
versed.  After  the  use  for  seventeen  years  of  the  songs « 
the  land,  they  could  now  pour  out  their  souls  unto  iibt^- 
vah,  and  express  to  him,  as  "  the  fruit  of  their  lips,"  theil 
every  conscious  emotion  in  his  own  hymns.  They  were 
"meriy,"  and  few  now  can  approximate  the  appreciation 
■with  which  they  sang  as  they  "went  on  their  wayK* 
joicing." 


By  the  appointment  of  Presbytery  the  Rev.  Peter  Gor- 
"   preached   to  them  from  JaiiUH.ry  until  May,  1846, 

I  separation  from  the  otlier  church  was  not  temporary. 

e  determined  spirit  of  one  party  and  the  decided  con- 

Eona  of  the  other,  made  an  agreement  impossible." 
.  building  an  house  of  worship,  they  found  no  eympa- 
at  first  from  the  company,  nor  from  tlio^e  around 
h1:  even  admission  for  the  measurement  of  the  first 
ttea  building  was  refused  to  their  committee, 
rhcy  formed  a  class  of  operatives,  which  the  corporation 
dd  nut  advantageously  spare,  and  for  the  nominal  sum 
one  dollar  from  them  tnev  afterwards  obtained  a  lot. 
r  building  was  opened  for  worship  on  August  3Ist, 
A  call  extended  to  the  Rev.  P.  Gordon  was  by 
I,  on  June  18th,  accepted. 

'nns,  within  a  year  after  the  first  tune  was  played  to 
BC  those  wlio  had,  as  they  said, "  denied  themselves  the 
laure  to  accommodate  you,"*  an  organized  church  had 
It  a  good  meeting-house,  called  a  pastor  on  a  salary  of 
10, and  had  added  more  than  twenty  to  its  membership. 
.Gordon  continued  pastor  of  the  church  until  May  Utn, 
1,  and  130  persons  were  admitted  during  this  period, 
that  year  the  carpet  company  failed.  The  mills  were 
""  1  for  nearly  two  years,  so  that  many  had  to  go  else- 
t  for  subsistence.  Though  thirty  were  admitted  to  the 
ih  in  the  next  three  years,  when  they  had  no  pastor, 
.  the  increase  was  less  than  the  offsets  by  deaths  and  re- 
ralfl.  "  The  bread  of  life  "  was,  however,  to  them  pre- 
u,  and  while  they  honored  the  faces  of  five  elders  who 
!  creat  boldness  in  the  faith,  to  enjoy  it  in  the  midst  of 
tneir  trials,  they  called  Mr.  James  McLaughlin  and 
ed  to  him  a  salary  of  $600. 

be  accepted,  and  on  the  12th  of  September,  1854,  he 
De  their  pastor.  During  his  incumbency  of  le^s  than 
years,  seventy-fonr  were  "  added  to  the  church."  The 
[hoal  oondition  of  his  flock  was  good,  yet,  on  June  10th, 
,  at  his  own  request,  Presbytery  released  him,  and  he 
^   '  to  Ireland. 


_^ t  for  the  giorv  of  God,  i 

EW  KMla,  bul  for  t^t;ir  own  pervonal  mid  Bocial  ''  (lieani 
'[|«inwlveii  the  plcMure,  to  accommixlBtc  yua,"  that  U,  tc 
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On  July  17th,  1858,  the  Rev.  John  M.  Heron  was  called, 
and  on  November  17th  he  was  installed.  At  the  openine 
of  the  civil  war  not  a  few  of  tbe^  young  and  middle-i^ii 
men  enlisted.  Two  of  the  merchants  in  the  village  helongwl 
to  the  church.  One  of  these  sold  liquor,  which  brought  a 
standing  discord  between  him  and  the  pastor.  The  other, 
foreseeing  that  he  would  have  to  sell  to  the  unemployed, 
nowui^ed  the  pastor  to  resign,  as  the  war  would  be  of  long 
duration  and  toe  people  "could  not,"  as  he  said,  "suppwt 
preaching."  He  brought  an  older  to  press  this  argoment 
upon  the  pastor,  and  they  were  successful.  While  he  saw 
that  the  dealer  had  not  a  little  self-interest  in  the  conrsel 
and  persuasion  wbieb  ho  tendered  to  him,  his  nature  nnd 
principles  constrained  him  to  "  rather  suffer  the  wrong". 
Whether  wisely  or  unwisely,  the  congregntionj  althoogli 
with  great  reluctance,  concurred  with  him  in  asking  hie  B- 
lease  ou  the  11th  day  of  June,  1861.  Mr.  Heron  was  a  logi- 
cal, terse  and  sound  doctrinal  preacher,  rather  than  a  popu- 
lar one.  He  could  not  "  prophesy  smooth  things."  Una« 
his  ministry  sixty-one  were  admitted  to  the  church. 

While  "  we  know,  that  all  things  work  together  for  good" 
under  the  "  Chief  Shepherd ; "  to  human  wisdom,  when  we 
look  back  on  the  years  of  anxious  and  disheartening 
struggle,  which  followed  their  separation,  it  would  Bffffl 
better  that  he  had  remained.  He  was  "much  respected  by 
his  people,"  and  their  period  of  trial  and  darkness,  wliiflh 
then  began,  was  so  long  that  only  those  who  loved  the 
church  and  its  principles  could  be  expected  to  remain. 

In  January,  1864,  they  called  the  Rev.  John  Jamieson. 
Their  call  he  did  not  accept.  A  similar  fate  awaited  their 
call  made  to  Mr.  W.  H.  Torrence,  on  September  19th,  iSRi. 
They  were  apparently  more  successful  with  the  Rev.W.B. 
Sutherland,  wno  was  especially  a  fine  speaker,  and  was  in- 
stalled on  July  18th,  1866.  In  him  they  did  not  "entcrtflin 
an  angel,"  but  a  sinner,  that  "destroyed  much  good." 

For  a  season  he  concealed  his  slavery  to  strong  drink,  hut 
"it  could  not  be  kept  secret."  Some  withdrew,  and  llw 
wonder  is,  that,  after  the  trials  of  the  past  few  years,  flw 
church  did  not  ask  to  be  disbanded.  After  some  ten  months, 
notwithstanding  official  admonitions,  vows  and  pledge8,lw 
had  to  resign.  The  pulpit  was  declared  vacant  on  June  lit 
1867. 
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The  conpTPpatioti  asked  supply,  which  was  granted,  and 
call  was,  on  December  26th,  1867,  presented  to  the  Rev. 
MTge  M.  Hail,  which,  on  April  7th,  186S,  he  accepted. 
B«  was  not  only  above  sixty  years  of  i^e  then,  but  also 
tifeebled  by  a  lingering  disease;  yet  he  was  measurably 
safal.  "  He  was  an  earnest,  excellent  man.  He  was 
I  as  a  preacher,  for  regularity  and  clearness  in  the 
ling  of  his  discourses  and  im press iveness  of  delivery," 
Uiing  his  ministry  of  four  and  a  half  years,  sixty-two 
Hn  admitted  to  the  church.  His  resignation  took  effect 
iJune  30tb,  1872. 

J  have  seen  the  manner  in  which  Thompsonville 
Dgregation  was  gathered, so,during  an  appointment  there, 
supply,  in  1846,  the  writer  embraced  the  opportunity  of 
'ting  Boston.  In  it  then  the  name  Presoyterian  nad 
a  extinct  for  seventeen  years.  And  so  it  would  have 
n  leil,  had  it  not  been  for  the  request  of  a  man  who  hod 
viously  been  a  slave  of  strong  drink,  but  was  now  an 
iner.  He  requested  "a  Scotch  pracching,"  for  he  had 
I  none  for  two  years.  Consequently,  a  small  hall 
ected  with  the  then  "Lowell  Institute")  was  ob- 
I  and  occupied  for  public  worship  on  Friday  cven- 
rJbrch  6th. 

!)•  persona  convened  were  to  each  other  nearly  all 
""  sere.    A  conuuon  impulse,  however,  actuated  them, 

"  Thwe  atrains,  which  once  did  sweet  in  Zion  glide," 

Ivhich  had  made  their  parental  habitations  vocal,  were 
rent  ployed,  as  they  had  not  been  in  Boston  (Gxcei)ting  by 
.  Winelow  and  other  Sandcnianians)  since  August,  1786, 
I  they  desired  to  know  where  and  how  they  could  be 
ledly  supplied.  To  an  application  addres.sed  through  Rev, 
U(£arrol,  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Presbytery  of  New 
ork,  eleven  names  were  Bubscribed,  but  from  it  no  benefit 
enjovcd.   In  May,  from  them  two  letters  were  received, 
•-  ;  tliat  if  unythmg  was  to  l>e  done,  to  them  the  writer 
return,  and  they  would  "stand  by  him,"  and  they 
Arriving  on  the  20th  of  May,  a  place  to  meet  in 
"  easary.  It  was  "Anniversary  week,"  and  church- 
in  the  city  by  thousands,  so  that  for  the  tiraa 
le  halls  were  occupied  on  the  occasion  ss  dotmi- 


BArrivi 
Bcessai 
eintl 
Dehal 
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toriea.  By  perseverance,  under  the  Divine  blessing,  wfl 
bbtained,on  the  seventeenth  application,  the  useof  asmaU 
hall  at  36  Washington  street,  we  advertised.  The  Btrong 
man,  CongreKitionaliam,  had  long  been  quiet  in  hia  pt»- 
aession  of  "  the  Mount  Zion  of  the  whole  earth  "  (so  caQed 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  King,  of  Dublin),  and  now  he  "awoke "to 
zeal,  if  not  "  to  righteousness." 

On  June  4th  the  Puritan  Recorder,  the  best  of  New  Eng- 
land papers,  put  on  record : 

"Presoyterianism  in  Boston. — On  Saturday  it  was  an- 
nounced that  there  would  be  public  worship  after  tiia 
Presbyterian  form,  at  Chapman  place  in  School  street,  and 
aJl  friendly  to  the  collection  of  a  Presbyterian  churcii  ia 
this  city  were  invited  to  attend.  Whether  all  such  at- 
tended, and  who  they  are,  we  are  not  informed." 

In  another  paper  New  York  "  was  represented  as  "so.* 
perintending  Boston  " — an  audacious  interference !  Thjl 
metropolis,  in  1846,  contained  about  130,000  inhabitanta. 
Some  of  the  evangelical  pulpits  were  then  occupied  by  men 
of  distinction.  To  omit  mentioning  others,  such  among 
the  orthodox  were  Drs,  Blagden,  Adams,  Kirk,  Waterhuiy, 
and  especially  the  Eev.  W.  Rogers,  a  native  of  GuemsCT. 
He  was  then  a  force  in  the  pulpit  there,  his  large  churiMi 
in  Winter  street  being  usually  packed;  Dra,  Sharpe,  Neftle 
and  Baron  Stowe,  Calvinista,  among  the  Baptists;  Bishop 
Eastbum  and  Dr.  Vinton  among  the  Episcopal  inns.  Beside 
those  held  statedly  in  the  other  churches,  the  Old  Soutt 
prayer  meeting,  at  eight  a.  m.,  was  daily  open  to  alL  A 
young  ladies'  association  met  monthly,  or  oftener,  in  which 
prayer  was  offered ;  and  among  other  practical  works,  some 
of  the  sermons  of  the  Rev.  James  Hamilton,  of  London, 
were,  with  his  sanction,  read.  Smoking  in  the  streets  ffU 
extensively  prohibited,  and  in  one  instance  a  nrofiine 
swearer  was  fined.  Drunkenness  had  not  yet  fiooded  the 
city,  and  lager  beer  was  then  unknown  in  it.  Our  modem 
gambling  "hells  "  were  watched  closely  by  the  compaxa- 
lively  small  force  of  police.  "  The  South  cove  "  had  then 
a  limited  growth  of  "  young  Arabs,"  and  but  seldom  wss 
the  Irish  heard  in  the  streets.  Still,  vice  was  increasbg. 
The  later  occupants  of  the  Huguenot  Presbyterian  meet- 
ing-house had,  in  1843,  ramified  into  three  papal  churchei 
mth  them  and  their  increase  a  bishop  was  nestled  down, 
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ijlo  his  "sisters  "  from  the  Somerville  nunnery  were  corn- 
ring  the  unwary  to  make  proselytes. 
s  he  l)a<l  been  intitrumentiil  in  the  baniRhment  beyond 

Mississijipi  of  the  pantheist,  Abner  Kneeland,  but  a 
years  before,  Hosea  Ballon  was  now  a  force  in  Boston, 

the  head  of  nearly  one  thousand  societies  of  Univer- 
itfliu  New  England,  while  Theodore  Parker  was  diligent 
propagating  in  his  "  twenty -eighth  Congregational  bo- 
y  "  German  TratiHcendentalism ;  and  fur  its  nearly  one 
Adred  and  eighty  societies  in  Maesacliusetts,  tlnitarian- 
had  wrested  about  ninety-six  of  these  and  their  church 
tee  from  tlie  Trinitarians,  by  their  parish  pine  board 
w)  patronage.    Amidst  tlitse,  beside  others,  who,  under 

presence  and  by  the  working  of  "the  prince  of  the 
ttr  of  the  air,"  formed  the  lower  grades  of  civilization, 
b^^n  to  gather  those  who  were  then  "strangers  in  a 

Sje  land."  Such  was  the  competing  zeal  of  the  city 
anaries  of  the  leading  sects  in  Boston,  that  in  it  we 
ivl  but  tiireo  families  of  Presbyterians,  which  had  not 
1  visited.  The  others  did  not  all,  however,  remain 
ing  their  new  friends.    Where  the  Shorter  Catechism 

the  Psalms  had,  by  parental  fidelity,  been  ingrained 
I  their  minds  in  their  youth,  the  choice  of  the  worship 
he  God  of  their  fathers;  when  contrasted  with  "  the 
cms  of  the  churches "  in  New  England  (excepting 
le  the^'  had  become  entangled  With  social  alliances),  it 

not  difficult  to  make. 

ervanta  were  sometimes  allured  by  their  employers. 
aah,  if  you  don't  go  to  my  church,  you  may  leave  my 
16."    "Get  who  you  please,  this  day  week,  Mrs.  D.;  I 

go  to  my  own  churcli,"  was  the  reply  of  a  "  Derry  " 
.  It  had  a  more  business  air  than  the  answer  of  a 
,  who,  on  return  from  church,  was  asked  by  her 
ployer  how  she  liked  the  meeting.  She  had  been 
ohf^t  those  who  were  entertainetl  with  the  organ,  and 

ivdy  replied :   "  It's  an  awfu'  way  to  spend  the  Sab- 

,  yon." 

cose  I  mention  where  the  persons  were  not  servants. 

T.  attended  t!ic  services  at  Park  street  church,  ent«r- 
aflcr  the  organ  had  ce;ised  playing,  an<l  leaving  when 
tcnnon  was  done.  Her  husband,  a  man  "oiigbty  in 
Scriptures,"  attended  at  Kssex  street  church,  made  ap- 
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plication  for  fellowahip,  was  informed  by  the  paetor  that 
he  and  the  examining  committee  were  now  ready  to  receiTe 
him,  and  replied,  "  Dr.  Adams,  I  am  glad  to  hear  that,  but 
I  have  two  questions  to  ask,  to  which  I  request  poaitira 
answers."  Assent  was  given,  "  Do  you  believe  in  theim- 
putation  of  the  guilt  of  Adam's  first  sin  to  bis  posterity?" 
*'  I  do  not."  "  Do  you  believe  in  the  imputation  of  Clirafs 
righteousness  to  his  people?"  "I  do  not."  "Then  you 
can  never  be  my  minister."  Mr.  T.  afterwards  served  no- 
til  the  day  of  his  death,  nearly  twenty  years,  as  a  ruliM 
elder  in  the  First  Presbyteriau  Church  in  Boston.  He  did 
not  "  deapise  liis  birthright." 

An  impediment  was,  durinif  summer,  encountered  The 
prejudice  of  race  was  invoked.  There  exists  two  sides  to 
the  "  Irish  sea,"  and  although  it  is  only  twelve  milea  from 
the  Mull  of  Kintyre,  in  Scotland,  to  Fairhead,  in  Ireland, 
yet  the  Scotch  and  Irish  are  not  much  nearer  to  eacii  othar 
in  their  feelings  of  nationality  than  are  the  two  ends  of » 
fiddle  to  each  other.  When,  on  July  25lh,  the  pionw»- 
turned  with  his  family,  he  found  this  prejudice  in  fi^ 
operation,  ^\'ith  their  preachers  (and  justiyl  geneniUv, 
both  are  enamoured ;  and  as  there  was  now  a  prospect  ot 
the  gathering  of  a  Presbyterian  church,  individuals  of  eKh 
people  aimed  to  have  one  from  their  own  Bide  of  the  Irish 
sea.  AVbile  on  the  one  side,  as  they  debated  the  matta 
from  week  to  week,  when  one  man  wanted  to  "  havB 
preaching  in  Boston  of  an  high  order,  yes  (said  he),  aB 
high  as  the  top  of  the  State  House,"  he  was  answered  that 
"  the  preaching  which  they  were  then  hearing  might  do  hi 
Scotland,  or  out  West,  but  it  would  never  do  in  Bostoa" 

This  speech,  made  by  an  orthodox  adherent,  if  not  a 
member,  an  admirer  of  Ciianning,  while  in  liarmony  wit'' 
the  other  as  to  the  homage  due  to  the  aensibilitiea  of  B"* 
ton  "  culture,"  stranded  their  enterprises  on  "  the  rock  "^ 
division." 

The  Hibernian  held  the  Scot  at  bay,  and  although  the 
wisdom  of  the  author  of  the  "Conflict  of  Ages"  W 
invoked,  which,  lest  Presbyterian  ism  might  obtain  a  fi**' 
hold  in  "the  Mount  Zion  of  the  whole  earth,"  was  cheet- 
fully  given,  yet  only  on  condition  that  when  the  foreigner 
ahoiild  come  he  must  be  identified  with  the  said  gentlem*" 
and  his  Association. 


By  tbeir  agitation  "  a  mixed  multitude  "  of  five  peraone, 
liscopalians,  Baptists  and  Ortiiodox,  elouglu'ti,  and  the 
Bieer  was  allowed  for  a  time  to  proceed  in  his  "  work  of 
!  ministry."  To  him,  on  the  first  Sabbath  in  October, 
position  became  a  reality.  A  Mr.  John  Fisher,  who 
d  been  dreraded  from  the  Presbyterian  ministry  for  for- 
lation,  and  who  hailed  from  the  Socinian  Presbytery  of 
tnagh  in  his  native  land,  had  a  hall  opened  in  Boston. 
Vfhen  the  Unitarians  or  Arians  in  Ireland  were  cast  out 
the  Sj-nod,  they  associated  themaelvea  and  laid  claim 
KU  the  powers  of  ordination,  of  which  they  had  been 
llcially  deprived. 

)o  his  firttt  Sabbath  oirly  seven  of  his  nationality 
tnded  the  Presbyterian  place  of  worship.  For  months 
I  «Ioquenci!  drew  large  audiences  from  the  floating  IK>pu- 
ioii  of  the  city,  and  while  financially  assisted  by  rich 
itdrionu,  as  wt:ll  as  by  some  of  his  own  countrymen,  ha 
dured  that  he  did  "  not  want  the  co-operation  of  any 
UlUriitiis."  This  fleshy  and  "  fleshly  "  man  "finished 
icoursc"  here  in  twcnty-ftve  months,  and  then  went  to 
B&dtOD,  in  Indiana. 

Utor  fourteen  months'  labor,  on  the  18tb  of  JulVj  1847, 
lirritcr  was  installed  as  pastor  of  the  church  winch  he 
I  been  instrumental  in  garthering.  His  work  was 
orioufl.  Ills  people,  living  in  liostun,  Churlestown, 
diNn,  Cambridge,  Brookline,  Roxbury  and  Dorchestt-r, 
lull  almost  literally  to  "  go  out  into  the  ht^hwavs  and 
npel  thvm  to  come  in."  Then,  before  the  introduction 
nine  cars,  excepting  some  ponderous  oninibuses  on  a 
frtreets,  his  common  mode  of  locomotion  was  "the  foot 
1  walker"  line. 

Bx  years  of  prosperity,  spiritual  and  outward,  were 
Utoa  to  the  congregation,  and  if  it  only  could  have  oh- 
bed  a  church  edifice,  it  would  soon  have  become  a  force 
Ihe  city. 

Usti  exotic,  its  hired  halls,  and  simple  Scriptural  wnr- 
\p  mre  not  entertaining  to  those  who  thought  it  good  to 
nhere  Umy  could  "  rejoice  at  the  sound  of  the  organ  " 
ibxsL  11^).  I'fKin  the  use  of  the  varied  means  of  grace 
I  Divinu  blcssung  cxicnsively  rested.  Parents  Were 
Uarably  fiuLhful  to  their  vows,  the  prayer-meeting  and 
A«tb-«chool  were  well  attended,  and  "the  house  of 
'j^^Mfl  not "  forsaken." 
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Still,  a  change  came.  While  a  true  Presbyterian  cangaj 
with  Calvin,  "  Nobody  baa  yet  appeared  who  could  prare 
that  we  have  altered  any  one  thing  which  God  has  com- 
manded," yet,  being  men  "of  like  passions  with  otbera," 
they  at  times  become  extensively  influenced  by  their  sur- 
roundings. Among  persona  coming  from  Scotland,  Ire- 
land, varied  British  colonies,  the  Middle  and  other  Stato, 
from  local  habits,  in  the  exercise  of  religious  liberty,  fric- 
tion must  necessarily  ensue,  and  the  iirst  permanenfroclc 
of  division"  was  our  ignorance  of  "the  Aughinsaugh 
Bond."  Disputation  and  separation  began  and  continuM. 
In  April,  1853,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  open  a  station 
in  East  Boston. 

In  June,  1853,  some  families  of  the  Reformed  Presbyte- 
rians resident  in  Boston,  were,  upon  request,  visited  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Stevenson,  of  New  York,  their  manner  of  meeting 
in  "  society  "  was  established,  and  in  due  time  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Lawson  (.from  New  Brunswick)  took  eharge  of  them  aa 
stated  supply. 

While  these  divisions  gleaned  the  field  more  thorougHyi 
they  induced  weakness.  This  was  done,  especially,  by 
lowering  the  standard  of  discipline.  Towers  of  refuge  wete 
now  opened  to  delinquents,  and  another  division  waa,  ia 
the  autumn  of  1S53,  made  by  the  application  of  it.  An 
obstinate  man  was  visited  by  a  committee  of  the  session. 
While  he  acknowledged  (what  he  could  not  deny)  his  oc- 
casional drunkenness,  he  raged  because  one  of  the  eldfif* 
who  visited  him  was  an  Irishman.  This  he  considered 
unpardonable,  "that  a  man  of  that  nationaUty  should  rule 
a  Scotchman,"  and  he  sought  relief.  By  consorting ffitli 
two  of  his  countrymen,  also  lovers  of  strong  drink,  he  witk 
them  projected  the  importation  of  some  one  from  their  na- 
tive land,  and  events  concurred  to  prosper  the  enterprise. 
In  the  congregation  one  man  had  been  elevated  to  tli6 
eldership  who  was  more  than  full  of  zeal  for  the  Free 
Church  of  Scotland.  He  became  exasperated  when  pe> 
sons  from  the  Kirk  applied  for  membership,  "  You  afe 
residuaries;  residuaries,  there  are  no  Christians  in  the 
residuary  church  "  was  the  note  on  which  he  harped. 

After  due  examination  of  an  unusually  intelligent  indi- 
Tidual  from  the  Kirk  for  membership,  to  the  reception  pf 
,whom  he  made  obstinate  resistance,  the  other  four  eldelS 


EldHni  that "  either  they  would  resign  or  he  must"  Ho 
eft,  and  soon  found  in  the  above-menlioneii  men  Buitabla 
iBsociation,  and  they  must  now  have  a  church.  Comnienc- 
ag  by  applying  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Forrester,  of  Halifax, 
I.  8-,  they  were  by  him  informed  that  the  writer  waa 
'competent  to  minister  to  all  the  Presbyterians  in  Boston." 
farid  Thompson  then  renewed  their  aiijilication,  signing 
'■Bsa  ruling  elder.  They  were  then  referred  to  the  Rev. 
k.  Bonar,  of  Edinburgh,  whose  first  letter  they  could  not 
pad,  only  "there  was  a  minister  coming." 
Another  application  was  answered  in  filain  handwriting, 
liid  it  was  reverberated  by  the  Globe  of  Toronto,  that  "  the 
fcotoh  in  Boston  were  about  to  have  a  Scotch  minister." 
He  came  on  tlie  9th  day  of  December,  1853. 

Notwithstanding  this  force  of  competition  the  First  Asao- 
Sate  Reformed  church  pros]iered  u  ntil  secession  was  inaugu- 
Kted.  After  long  overtures  between  the  Associate  and  the 
J«8ociate  Reformed  churches,  the  one  of  whicli  sang  the 
halms  of  David  and  the  other  sang  David's  Psalms,  a 
.nion  was  consummated  on  May  26th,  1858.  Into  this  the 
fet  church  of  Boston  (while  continuing  an  integral  part 
tf  Uie  Associate  Reformed  Synod  of  New  York)  heartily 
totered,  and  since  that  date  tlie  denomination  has  been 
feaignated  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  of  North 
imerica. 
The  May  anniversaries  in  Boston  of  the  Congregational- 
[t  fiunily  have  been  mentioned,  and  while  attending  the 
raitarian  one  in  Federal  street  church  on  a  W'ednesday 
Vaning  in  1847,  the  attention  of  the  writer  was  especially 
RTested  by  an  episode. 

-,  In  what  would  have  been  called  in  Trinitarian  churches 
a  narrative  of  the  state  of  religion,"  the  speakers  here  pre- 
fcted  their  sectarian  growth.  One  from  Portland  had 
iQoaraging  things  to  say,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev. 
[t,  B.,  from  Baltimore.  He  was  all  aglow,  and  while  set- 
(ig  forth  his  attachment  to  the  shade  of  Channing,  assured 
is  audience  that  tidings  from  that  spot,  since  their  last 
iniversary,  had  made  his  "  heart  heavy,"  "  I  heard  {said 
le)  that  this,  om-  holy  and  beautiful  house,  was  to  he  sold 
Ha  given  ia  merchandise,  and  my  heart  sunk  mthin  me. 
^n  making  imjuiry  I  found  it  was  not  so,  and  my  heart 
^oiced,  for  mis  is  out  ho].y  and  beautiful  house  in  which 
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our  fathers  worshippcc!,  and  here  a  Channing  breathed  and 
burned."  When  he  had  thua  concluded,  a  most  strange 
expression  of  countenance  was  seen  from  the  front  of  Ine 
side  gallery  over  much  of  the  house,  and  a  most  ominous 
silence  reigned  for  an  unusual  period  of  time.  The  regular 
course  of  speech-making  was  arrested  until  relief  came 
from  Deacon  S.,  who  gave  to  them  three  sentences  in  I^tin, 
assuring  those  who  could  understand  him  "that  the  land 
was  entailed  and  could  not  be  sold."  This  produced  a  halo 
unmistakable  upon  the  countenances  of  the  audience,  and 
their  conference  was  resumed. 

In  May,  1848,  in  their  nnniversaries,  nothing  of  this  n*- 
ture  could  be  heard,  and  after  much  consideration  for 
months,  the  matter  was  submitted  to  John  C  Adams, 
£»q.  His  father,  who  led  the  trials  against  the  Maeons  in 
the  Morgan  case,  was  well  known  as  "  Old  Harry  "  Adams, 
of  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.,  and  he  himself  had  filled  the  chief 
chair  in  the  Law  School  in  Harvard  University  pro  tnt.  for 
ten  months.  He  knew  that  the  occupants  had  proposed  lo 
sell  it,  but  could  not  give  satisfactory  title.  When  his  copy 
of  the  deed  as  found  in  the  registry  was  presented  to  Runa 
Choate,  showing  its  design,  as  we  have  previously  snea, 
solely  for  Presbyterian  use  forever,  he,  after  examination, 
declared,  "If  you  had  one-half  of  Boston,  you  could  not 
make  a  better  deed." 

As  the  landed  estate  from  the  third  Wednesday  in  Sep- 
tember, 1783,  had  dejure  till  now  and  de  facto  till  1786,  be- 
longed to  the  Associate  Reformed  congregation  of  Buefaw 
under  the  Synod  of  New  York,  as  it  was  the  gift  of  a  poc 
tion  of  his  substance  to  Almighty  God  by  John  Little,  the 
owner,  in  1735,  to  he  enjoyed  by  those  of  like  faith  nntil 
the  end  of  time,  the  beneficiaries,  to  whom  it  was  (by  one 
of  the  most  solemn  transactions  known  among  men  Id  th« 
alienation  of  property)  conveyed  under  the  broad  shield  of 
British  cirilization,  where  "  conscience  "  has  not  bccomD 
"  seared  as  with  a  hot  iron,"  were  bound  from  ^ueration 
to  generation  to  prevent  the  perversion  of  the  trust  from  iti 
charitiible  use.* 


•Seven  men  in 
"  BpecieB  of  prope 
Buketible  value. 


\%'}A  declar^  under  their  corporate  oath  thai  H  OMi 
l_v  wliLcii  was  not  the  oiiliject  of  Dnj  exclii 
becauae  it  waa  «eC  lo  die  dm  of  relipoa. 


md 
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Acting  under  this  belief,  for  our  property,  we  entered 
suit.  But,  before  doing  so,  we  required  to  have  an  Attor- 
ney-General of  the  Commonwealth  appointed,  as  tlie  then 
existing  range  of  equity  was  inadequate  for  our  cafe. 
Mothing  of  this  nature,  and  probably  no  case  of  equal 
magnitude  and  importance  had  previously  been  tried  in 
,  Massachusetts. 

This  appointment,  by  lobbying  a  little,  our  counsel, 
Messrs.  Choate  and  Adams,  obtiiined. 

An  Act  to  estabUsh  an  Attorney -General  was  approved 
by  the  Governor  on  May  1st,  IS49.  "Section  8th.  He  is 
to  supervise  all  funds  for  public  charities." 
■  We  proved  our  identity  and  the  manner  in  which,  in 
September,  1783,  said  ron;rregation,  with  their  trust,  came 
to  the  Presbytery  at  Peti.'rboro,  N.  H,  When  served  with 
k.l^al  notice  of  our  claim,  the  fact  did  not  astonish  the 
Dcupants  so  much  as  how  we  obtJiined  our  information, 
liis  was  to  them  a  surprise.  To  a  Bernion  preached  by 
be  Rev.  Dr.  Channing  at  the  ordination  of  the  Rev.  Ezra 
Hiles  Gannett,  on  June  30th,  1S24,  when  printed,  was 
'"  id  hy  him  "A  Memoir  of  the  Federal  Street  Church 
Bnd  Society."  The  sermon  was  reprinted  in  England,  but 
,flie  memoir  waa  not.  In  the  libraries  in  Boston  could  be 
found  copies  of  the  English  edition  of  tho  sermon,  but  not 
one  of  the  Boston  edition  with  tlie  memoir.  They  saw, 
«fter  it  was  published,  that  common  iioneaty  would  say, 
"This  is  PreBbj-terian  property."  Hence,  as  it  could  do 
them  anything  else  but  good,  the  circulation  being  almost 
wholly  among  Unitarians,  they  concealed  and  suppressed 
.the  memoir. 

The  watchful  eye  of  Adams,  who  had  advised  us  to  buy 
■*  pew  in  said  church,^80  as  to  have  good  stinding  in  the 
icorjttoration,  however,  found  one  of  the  concealed  copies. 
Tbia  fiurpriaed  them.  Their  greatest  advantage,  however, 
Qay  in  the  possession  of  our  records.  Not  the  records  of 
the  sesaion,  for  these  at  times  registered  human  delinquen- 
cies in  relation  to  the  reproduction  of  the  species,  which, 
"While  they  were  not  under  the  control  of  the  members  of 
,thie  "  religious  society,"  did  some  of  them  no  honor,  and  as 
^obn  Huss  and  Jerome  of  Prague  met "  a  warm  reception  " 
Sfrona  the  Council  of  Constance,  so,  the  immaculate  doc- 
tor sent  these  "forth  to  the  light"  where  no  chemical 
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skill  could  reproduce  the  pages.  This  statement  was 
made  by  the  Rev,  Dr.  Gannett  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Alexondur 
W.  McClure. 

While  the  suit  was  in  progress  our  counsel  were  promised 
by  theirs  access  to  the  busincse  records  of  the  coDgregition 
from  1774  till  1803. 

These,  when  they  had  been  inspected  by  the  occupants, 
for  them  only  made  bad  worse,  and  in  order  to  mnke 
a  clear  declaration  by  way  of  denial  in  relation  to  the  pOB- 
session  of  them,  the  expedient  of  carrying  them  across  the 
street  was  adopted.  They  were  no  longer  in  Unitarian 
possession,  but  were  placed  "  in  safeguard  "  in  the  iron  safe 
of  an  adherent  of  the  Now  Jerusalem  Cburcli.  This  gave 
scope  to  the  actor,  their  junior  counsel.  When  the  writer 
called  for  them  other  volumes  were  produced  from  i 
trunk,  and  when  it  was  said,  "  None  of  these  is  the  ri|!it 
one,"  the  gentleman's  face  took  awry  shapes. 

He  was  "  sorry  to  say  it  was  once  there,  but  it  was  not 
now.  It  was  gone."  When  asked  if  there  had  been  any 
fire  in  the  building  to  have  destroyed  it,  he  said,  "None in 
his  apartment."  The  inquirer  diS  not  then  comprehend 
the  emotions  of  soul  which  were  now  playing  contortions 
on  a  usually  pleasant  countenance. 

At  trial,  the  actor's  affidavit  was  put  thus  on  record; 

"  When  I  nest,  after  some  months,  went  to  the  trunk 
(containing  the  boots  and  papers  of  the  society),  it  waaiu 
search  of  said  quarto  MSS.  volume ;  but  to  my  great  sor- 
prise  and  annoyance  it  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  said 
trunk,  nor  after  the  most  diligent  search  and  inquiry  hosit 
ever  been  found  since. 

"  Its  disappearance  is  entirely  inexplicable  to  me,  and  I 
cannot  reeall  the  least  hint  or  clue  wiiieh  might  lend  to  its 
recovery. 

"  During  the  interval  which  elapsed  between  my  return- 
ing the  trunk  to  Mr.  B.,  and  my  subsequent  recurrence 
to  it,  I  should  have  been  willing  to  swear,  that  the  said 
volume  was,  with  the  other  books  and  records,  in  the  Kud 
trunk,  and  my  astonishment  at  not  finding  it  was  equal  to 
the  confidence  with  which  I  expected  to  find  it.    G.  S-  H. 

"  Boston,  February  28th,  ISiM.  Sworn  to  before  me,  S. 
B.,  Justice  of  the  Peace." 

This  oath  was  taken,  we  are  not  told  by  what.    WMla, 
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(mg  Tiinitariana, "  an  oath  forms  the  adamantine  chain 
lich  binds  the  integrity  of  niftn  to  the  throne  of  God," 
is  one  was  perfectly  safe ;  not  only  as  to  any  fear  of  Ilia 
ippearing  at  the  judgment-seat  of  Christ"  1,2  Cor,  v,  10), 
It  by  the  manner  in  which  the  expectation  of  the  depo- 
sit was  eclipsed  hy  his  astonishment  resting  on  his  con- 
tence.  His  astonishment,  his  expectation  and  confi- 
ere  unqueationahly  equaL 

"Wlien  truth  into  the  cnrth  yraa  born,  j 

She  crept  into  a  Uun ting-horn, 
Tlie  hunter  (Same,  a  blast  was  blown, 
Dut  where  truth  went  was  never  known," 

Sere  was,  in  the  opinion  of  the  clerk  of  the  court,  the 

"   ling-point  in  the  trial.     "  The  man  who  spirited  away 

r  records  was  the  one  who  caused  you  to  lose  your 

These  records  have  long  since  been  taken  to  Arlington 
reet  church,  and,  to  assist  in  the  preparation  of  these 
hals,  his  counsel  were  informed  that  the  writer  could 
iave  access  to  them,  if  he  would  promise  not  to  use  their 
ntents  against  our  spoilers." 
As  to  the  affidavit,  there  was  no  perjury  in  making.it. 
he  expectatioti  and  astonishment  were  precisely  equal, 
)d  were  regulated  by  the  facts  on  which  his  confidence 
JBted.  He  was  "  fully  persuaded  in  his  own  mind."  He 
Id  the  truth,  if  not  the  whole  truth.  The  records  were 
EQOved,  as  here  stated,  but  some  friend  might  possibly 

e  done  for  him  the  carrying  when  he  did  not  know  the 
tne  of  transit  nor  the  place  of  deposit 
After  hearing  the  affidavit,  Mr.  Choate  addressed  the 
sponent.  "  Mr,  H.,  I  do  not  desire  to  have  any  un- 
eaaantness  here,  but,  I  ask,  as  the  records  were  removed, 
I  you  think  that  they  were  abstracted  bv  my  clients? 
th,  no,"  was  the  reply.  A  facetious  smile  played  over 
i  countenance  of  the  eloquent  man  when  he  received 
B  reply  to  his  question. 

I  earnest  trial  by  the  ablest  feilcnt  at  the  Boston  bar, 
*a  most  extensive  and  elabora,tG  case,  reaching  into  a 
riety  of  facts  and  fundamental  principles  in  law,  lasted 

r  days,     R.  H,  Dana,  Jr.,  whose  forte  lay  in  ships  and 
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churches,  occupied  a  part  of  two  days,  while  Rnfus  Choate 
spoke  continuously  for  three  hours  itiid  ten  minutes  with 
a  clearness  and  an  earnestness  peculiarly  his  own.  The 
reply  of  the  senior  counsel  for  the  defendants,  while  pro- 
found in  comparison  with  the  "glittering  generalities '' of 
his  junior,  was  entirely  distanced  by  the  "  dialectical  eot 
tleties  "  of  the  Chief- Justice,  an  Unitarian  of  tlie  Unitari- 
ans, who  was  unwilling  to  allow  others  on  the  Bench 
beside  him  to  express  their  opinions,  especially  Judge 
Metcalf,  He  was  an  Episcopalian,  and  had  tJelivered  the 
opinion  of  the  same  Supreme  Court  in  the  Buylf^tnncase, 
in  which  it  was  decreed,  ttrnt  the  llioolti^jiiv  m1' tljc  Trinita- 
rians and  Unitarians  are  so  irrecourilalily  diHirTiit  that 
J'unds  given  to  support  the  one  are  inl^illy  |>ei  vfili^d  and 
misapplied  when  used  to  support  the  otlier,  Tliiawaa* 
case  in  which  an  Unitarian  fund  was  employed  to  support 
Trinitarian  preaching,  and  it  revertiKl  to  the  design  of  A» 
donor  bv  that  decision,  as  in  all  equity  it  should.  Nol_» 
now.  'The  Unitarian's  bull  was  all  right  when  the  Trinita- 
rian's ox.  was  gored  and  the  value  returned ;  but  now,  "it 
is  your  ox  which  has  gored  my  hull."  Your  decision  then 
is  now  inoperative,  as  I  am  greator  than  you  are. 

This  must  not  revert,  as  we  will  see,  by  the  holding 
(of  the  Chief-Justice,  in  this  case,  called),  "the  conrt," 
In  reading  and  talking  his  decision,  which  he  accom- 
plished in  two  hours  and  ten  minutes,  he  let  escape  som 
curious  utterances.  When  one  of  these  .was  repeated  to 
Mr.  Choate,  who  was  not  present,  his  solemn  counteninw 
and  penetrating  eye  became  peculiarly  his  own,  and  Jp 
tones,  such  as  he  alone  could  utter,  exclaimed,  "It  is  • 
lie." 

While,  said  Mr.  Dana,  "  If  I  could  only  prevail  on  the 
Chief-Justice  to  believe,  that  there  existed  any  spiritusl 
power,  which  a  bishop  or  a  Presbytery  could  exercise,! 
could  win  the  case,  but  I  might  as  well  try,  with  an  equU 
hope  of  success,  to  run  my  head  through  that  brick-niU 
as  do  80,  He  can  see  nothing  beyond  men  and  numbeis. 
This  was  so.  To  imagine,  that  a  man  denying  all  DtVlM 
or  supernatural  revelation,  excepting  (1  Tim,  ii,  5)  "TliO* 
is  one  God,  and  one  Mediator  between  God  and  men.lhl 
man  Clirist  Jesus,"  could  see,  believe,  realize,  or  adtnil 
that,  those  acting  under  the  power,  by  the  authority  and 
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t  the  name  of  God  the  Son  were  a  reality,  wouM  be  an 
Dposaibility.  His  exercise  of  his  own  species  of  logic 
orbade  hira  to  believe  him,  who  "spake  as  never  man 
"  when  he  said,  "All  power  in  heaven  and  upon 
is  given  unto  me."  The  criticisms  given  to  the 
»an,  when  the  Bench  retired  to  their  room,  were  not  pub- 
O'ptoperty,  but  they  expressed  with  feeling  the  opinions 
f  the  judges  present  (Dewey,  Bletcalf  and  Bigelow),  in 
iew  of  such  a  decision. 
One  of  them,  an  Unitarian,  insinuated  the  wrong  of  the 
pinion,  not  only  because  the  property  was  Presbyterian, 
Ut  because,  in  1735,  as  Unitarians  they  could  not  even 
aye  had  liberty  to  hold  Unitarian  opinions,  or,  as  he  said, 

I  walk  the  streets  of  Boston,  as  it  was  blasphemy  down 

II  A.  D.  17S6,  in  Massachusetts,  to  deny  the  doctrine  of 
le  Trinity.  Metcalf,  in  view  of  what  was  supposed  to  be 
ittled  by  the  decision  of  the  court,  delivered  oy  himself, 
I  the  Boylston  case,  felt  outraged.   He  razeed  his  opinion 

published  in  the  Daily  Advertiser,  and  it  rested  finally 
.  its  present  shape,  as  reported  in  the  3d  of  Gray, 
-  When  the  decision  was  published  it  stirred  up  "  the  re- 
lainders  of  conscience"  where  they  existed.  Hence, 
rote  one  from  Newburyport,  who  could  investigate  and 
lOTOUghly  discriminate  in  the  case,  "  I  regret  to  see,  that 
le  Umtarian  influence  hits  again  been  too  strong  for  jus- 
i»  in  the  case  of  your  church.  However,  the  Lord  rules, 
nd  the  day  of  truth's  vindication  cannot  be  postponed 
ttever.  This  'Liberal  Christianity,' so  called,  nas  been, 
pm  its  birth,  the  most  intolerant  species  of  Deism  ever 
down.  And,  with  regard  to  the  pure  truth,  the  only 
^pel  of  salvation,  modern  Congregational  orthodoxy  is 
Bt  hastening  to  the  same  unenviable  position.  More  and 
©re  am  I  convinced  that  God  will  punish  the  proud 
lastings  of  New  England.  I  trust  a  remnant  may  be 
iwed,  but  by  present  appearances  it  will  be  a  very  small 
^nant." 

Ab  there  remained  "  some  Puritan  conscience  "  in  some 
f  the  occupants,  tliey  did  not  fuily  suppose  that  they 
irned  the  premises  beyond  mere  occupancy,  even  with 
te  "  held  "  of  their  own  Chief-Justice ;  some  were  actually 
illing  to  return  it  to  the  Presbyterians. 

In  after  time  meeting  after  meeting  (when  they  were 
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able  to  bring  together  a  majority  of  their  pewholdem)  «M 
held,  to  find  out  what  to  do.  At  length,  as  was  done  in 
1805,  by  the  Trinitarian  occupants,  in  the  perversion  of 
the  trust,  the  majority  invoked  the  Legislature,  and  being 
reputed  in  the  street,  as  a  society,  to  be  worth  twenty-liro 
millions  of  dollars,  whether  this  hod  any  influence  or  not, 
the  desired  enactment  or  resolve  indue  time,  on  Maylolh, 
A-  D.  1855,  was  passed. 

Presbyterianism,  being  thus  "  left  out  in  the  cold,"  h»T- 
ing  no  rights  which  a  Congregationalist  Unitarian  Chitf- 
Justice  was  bound  to  respect,  Non-Congregatlonalisls  be- 
gan to  think.  The  property  of  the  Eomish  church  U-injE 
held  in  defiance  of  civil  authority  by  their  bishops,  felt 
safe,  the  Episcopal  Methodists,  as  "their  people  have  (m- 
cording  to  Judge  Nelson)  no  part  in  their  govemmentel 
organization  and  never  had,"  their  preachers  holding  »11 
their  church  estate,  were  not  alarmed,  but  some  ProteeUnt 
Episcopalians  began  to  realize  their  situation. 

"The  Church  of  the  Advent"  had  subscribed,  in  order 
to  erect  the  most  attractive  church  edifice  yet  in  the  city, 
one  hundred  and  forty-two  thousand  dollars,  and  they 
now  paused.  They  saw  the  pine-board  pew  patroni^ 
might  alienate  their  church  estate  under  Mr.  Sbaw's  ruling, 
and  before  they  would  proceed  to  build  thev  appointai 
three  men  eminent  in  the  law,  two  of  them  officially  fiimi- 
liar  with  our  case,  to  see  if  they  could  form  a  deed  which 
(as  they  put  it)  "the  Chief-Justice  could  not  break  t»  he 
broke  Blaikie's  Deed."  After  three  months  they  reported 
that  "This  could  not  be  done."  Tliey  then  bought  a 
Methodist  meeting-house  for  twenty-nine  thousand  dollus, 
considering  a  property  of  this  amount "  enough  to  be  put 
on  wheels." 

At  their  meeting  on  November  12th,  a.  d.  1S.W,  lh« 
pew  "  proprietors  "  were  requested  to  enter  on  their  rccunJt 
the  "  Protest  ".of  the  pew  proxy,  representing  the  lienefi- 
claries  and  cestuiaque  trust.  This  they  did,  and  while  furtJ- 
fled  by  both  the  Bench  and  the  Legislature,  they,  out  of 
love  to  the  spot  which  Channing's  fec-t  had  made  llirii 
"  holy  ground,"  and  fears  of  the  force  of  the  '"  Protest "  mJ 
what  supported  it,  spent  four  thousand  seven  hnndnd 
dollars  in  repairing  and  refitting  the  building.  On  """ 
ber  1st,  1858,  they  voted  62  to  11  to  sell  our  land. 
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After  the  death  of  Mr.  Choate,  in  July,  1859,  and  the 
Temoval  of  Mr.  John  C.  Adams  to  New  York,  the  Hon. 
Caleb  Cushini;  seeing  in  the  above  decision  and  legislative 
enactment,  "  a  violation  of  the  tenth  section  of  the  first 
article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,"  carried  it 
to  the  Supreme  Court  in  Washington,  saying,  "  Oh,  how  I 
would  like  to  have  plead  this  case  before  Chief-Justice 
Taney."  "  I  do  not  know  (said  he)  what  there  may  be  in 
Europe,  but  I  do  know,  that  on  tliis  continent  there  does 
Hot  exist  such  an  indirect  and  disingenuous  decision  as 
ttiat  of  Chief-Justice  Shaw  in  this  case."  As  our  former 
Bonnsel  in  iraming  their  bill,  ha.d  inadvertently  called  the 
bccupantfl  proprietors,  while  Mr,  Cushing  admitted  thia 
^0  tanto,  or,  so  far  aa  the  legislative  enactment  to  make 
wtm  such  had  any  force  in  equity,  and  as  they  had  not 

Siarrelled,  the  Act  of  June  5th,  1805,  totally,  he  was  not 
lowed  to  be  heard  there,  from  the  technical  quibble  of 
the  want  of  jurisdiction. 

While  "the  destruction  of  the  poor  is  their  poverty,"  yet 
'"htr.  Gushing,  being  a  Presbyterian,  again  on  behalf  of  the 
'cbdmants,  invoked  the  judiciary  in  equity.    John  H.  Clif- 

ewd,  Esq.,  was  succeeded  by  Stephen  H.  Phillips,  Esq.,  as 
ttomey-general,  and  the  occupants  were  by  the  course  of 
'^FventB  emboldened  to  forsake  their  "holy  ground,"  and 
profane  it  for  and  with  "merchandise,"  even  while  seven 
jtaen  of  their  company,  under  their  corporate  oath,  swore 
&at  "  the  said  premises  form  a  species  of  property,  which 
'JB  not  the  subject  of  any  exchangeable  or  marketable 
Value."  The  restriction  imposed  on  it  by  John  Little 
taade  it  truly  so.  On  the  day  of  sale  their  junior  counsel 
"fcr  them  offered  to  the  claimants  twenty-five  hundred  dol- 
lars, or  about  one-fifty-sixth  part  of  its  value,  for  a  total 
tobliteration  of  all  their  demands  and  of  the  demands  of 
&tnre  generations,  who  might  be  beneficiaries.  While  this 
iroQld  have  enabled  them  to  give  a  warranty  deed,  the  offer 
"io  evinced  some  "remainders  of  conscience."  The  cestui 
pie  trust,  to  whom  the  offer  was  made,  were  but  a  part  of 
the  whole,  either  in  the  past  or  the  future,  and  they 
ifefused  to  take  even  Unitarian  nnoney  for  "  the  inheritance 
i)f  their  fethers,"  which  was  not  "  exchangeable  nor  mar- 
Ketable."  Nahoth  (1  Kings  xxi.)  would  not  sell  his  vino- 
yard  even  for  a  better  one,  because  it  was  entailed,  and  the 
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offer  of  five  thousand  "shekels  of  the  sanctuBiy"  c^ 
Samaria  was  now  spurned  by  the  lawful  beneficiaria  of 
John  Little's  trust.  Possession  can  be  obtained  only  by 
stoning  Naboth,  according  to  the  counsel  of  Jezebel. 

They  did  not  venture  to  sell  John  Little's  donation  on 
the  lot  itself  The  auctioneer's  office  was  private  property, 
but  ceased  to  be  so  when  he  announced  his  businesa  and 
described  in  glowing  colors  the  varied  advantages  of  the 
estate.  Then  a  scene,  which  would  have  afforded  a  happy 
group  for  Punch,  was  presented.  After  reading  all  the  titles 
and  descriptions,  for  "  Nabotli's  vineyard  "  here  was  now  di- 
vided into  three  lots,  the  colonel  flourished  his  hammet 
As  he  began  to  do  this,  a  protest  from  the  beneficiaries, 
which  was  handed  to  him,  he  was  requested  to  read.  At 
this  he  raged,  declaring  "this  was  no  place  to  settle  titia." 
While  no  sale,  no  pay,  he  became  excited  for  a  first  bii 
There  were  no  volunteers.  The  property  was  desirable, 
but  capitalists  remembered  the  nature  of  the  title.  Ailsr 
a  time,  incredibly  long,  the  leading  one  of  the  seven  men 
came  from  behind  the  auctioneer's  desk  and  stated:  "ffe 
represent  one  hundred  and  twenty  families  as  respectable 
as  any  others  in  Boston,  and  we  can  give  a  warranty  deed." 
The  "  solid  men  "  then  began  to  breathe,  and  the  estate 
was  bought  by  Baker,  Sheafe  &  Weld,  whOe  the  protfflt 
damaged  the  sale  above  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Not  onlv  was  a  replication  filed  against  the  proprietois, 
so  called,  but  a  bill  of  review  also.  And  afterwards  a  "flnp- 
plemental  bill  to  the  bill  of  review  "  was  filed  against  tne 
purchasers.  I  have  said  "  filed,"  but  tiiere  are  differeffl 
ways  of  doing  some  things  in  Boston,  and  the  filing  of  thii 
bill  was  one  of  an  extraordinary  character,  in  keeprngwifc 
the  concealment  of  our  records  from  1774  till  1803. 

Mr.  Cushing  was  now  usually  in  Washington,  and  tfi* 
plaintiffs  waited  long  to  have  their  case  called.  "The 
original  bill,  answer,  petition  for  review,  and  Bupplemenlsl 
bill  to  the  bill  of  review,"  had  been  all  printed,  and  fof 
years  supposed  to  be  in  their  proper  place  under  a  hwoib 
official.    The  conclusion  of  it  ran  thus : 

"And  your  orator  shall  ever  pray. 
" C.  CosHiNG,  "Stephen  H.  PniLLrPB, 

"  Spoffokd  &  TuTTLE.  "Attomey-GencraL 

"Attest:  Geoege  C.  Wilde, 

"Filed  March  3d,  1860.  "  Cleit" 
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'  When  eouneel  went  to  inquire  for  said  bill,  petition  and 
eview,  these,  like  our  records,  could  not  be  found.  "  These 
(ills  have  not  been  found.  They  seem  never  to  have  been 
iled."  The  attestation  of  the  sworn  officer  to  the  fact  and 
o  the  date  were  placed  on  the  docuiuent,  before  it  was 
innted,  but  then  it  was  only  a  matter  in  which  the  relig- 
ous  interests  of  Presbyterians  in  all  time  was  contrasted 
'ith  the  pockets,  convenience  and  ])lea5Ures  of  "  one  hun- 
ted and  twenty  families,  as  respectable  as  any  others  in 
Joston." 

.  Such  was  the  "  Suffolk  S.  S."  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Jourt  of  the  Commonwealth,  and,  amidst  all  the  irrev- 
tence  connected  with  doing  bo,  Presbyterians  should  as- 
nredly  pray,  "God  save  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
pusette.  Contrasted  with  what  it  was  an  hundred  years 
Bibre,  it  is  a  little  shaky,  so  far  as  equity  is  concerned. 
his  long  htigation  would  not  have  been  continued,  but  for 
equity  and  a  good  conscience."  It  never  was  a  matter 
i  private  interest.  Hence,  as  we  are  wronged,  we  are 
toigned,  for  we  know  that  there  is  a  "Judge  of  all  the 
prth,"  "a  God  of  knowledge,  and  by  him  actions  are 
eighed."  If  the  case  could  have  been  presented  before 
le  Ifational  Supreme  Court,  the  result  would  doubtless 
^ve  been  different.  But  a  court  established  and  main- 
lined by  the  church  polity  of  "  the  Bay  State  "  theocracy 
pd  Athenian  democracy,  has  a  logic  of  its  own.  Hence, 
ud  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lothrop,  of  Brattle  Street  (Unitarian) 
^urch,  "We  all  know  what  that  property  was  intended 
jp-,  but  by  the  laws  of  Massachusetts  you  (Presbyterians) 
fin  never  have  it."    True. 

:  With  this  exertion,  in  endeavoring  to  reclaim  our  church 
state,  we  did  not  desist.  We  supposed  it  possible  (though 
K)t  probable)  that "  the  Great  and  General  Court "  which 
^,  out  of  a  Presbyterian  trust,  created  probably  the  last 
Jongregational  poll  parish  established  in  the  State,  might, 
yen  in  this  material  age,  "lay  judgment  to  the  line, 
^hteousness  to  the  plummet,"  and  counteract  the  wrong 
rhich,  in  1805,  they  had  done  to  the  beneficiaries.  Here  we 
bund  "mankind  an  unco  squad."  Our  first  petition  was 
eferred  to  a  committee  on  parishes,  and  "  one  hour  waa 
iUowed  "  to  make  men  understand  who  we  were,  what  we 
nrere,  whence  we  came,  what  our  rights,  our  wrongs  and 
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our  complaints  were.  In  that  time  ■vve  must  so  tnahe  than 
to  "miirk,  learn  and  inwardly  digeBt,"  probably  the  greatest 
caBe  ever  considered  in  their  Supreme  Court.  After  an 
hour  broken  by  interruptions,  they  noted  what  pleased 
them,  and  when  we  were  banded  over  to  the  Legislature, 
they,  most  graciously,  gave  us  "leave  to  withdraw." 

While  it  was  simply  hoping  against  hope,  it  was  thought 
the  better  way,  in  renewing  our  petitions  the  next  year,  lo 
employ  the  press. 

Hence  a  plea  waa  prepared  and  handed  to  each  membet 
in  both  houses,  so  that  it'  the  name  were  not  beloved  1^ 
them,  they  might  not  remain  ignorant  of  our  claimH,iii 
their  origin  and  character.  This  mil  be  found  as  Appen- 
dix E.  to  this  work,  and  we  commend  it  to  tlie  intelligent 
and  candid  reader.  It  eventually  went  through  the  aamt 
"hour,"  the  same  formal  presentation,  and  obtained  tlrt 
same  most  gracious  "  leave  to  withdraw."  I  do  not,  how- 
ever, say  that  the  majority  of  them  "sinned  wilfully  after 
coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,"  for  it  is  doubtful 
if  the  one-half  of  their  number  read  it.  It  had  no  politicil 
significance.  As  a  part  of  the  "  History  of  PresbvterianiaQ 
in  New  England,"  it  will  afford  food  for  thougfit  to  cvwT 
lover  of  our  American  civil  institutions  and  liberties ;  am 
the  matter  will  (D.  V.)  be  farther  noticed  in  our  next 
chapter. 

We  have  seen  that  this  pioneer  church  prospered  untQ 
secession  came.    The  field  was  wide,  and  almost  we^jr 
"  Presbyterian  strangers  "  were  arriving.     Beside  staUd 
public  worship,  conducted  usually  three  times  on  Sabbaih, 
and  a  week-day  evening  meeting,  the  pastor  at  times  an- 
ployed  the  press,  not  only  in  contributions  to  periodical*, 
but  in  pamphlets  and  in  book  fonns.    As  every  man  it 
born  an  Arminian,  this  fact  induced  liim  to  n-publidi,  in 
1847.  a  sermon  by  the  Rev.  James  B.  Kenloul,  of  GarTih_ 
on  "Wesleyan  Methodism  and  Calvinism  contrai<tcd  inth^' 
light  of  Divine  truth,  especially  on  the  subject  of  Klcctim^ 
and  the  Divine  Decrees. 

Finding  that  few  knew  anything  about  the  govcrmntn^ 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  he  in  the  same  yejir  r 
lished  a  catechism  on  thnt  subject,  which  had  Ih'pd 
lished  in  Ireland  in  183.5^ — to  which  he  added  obj« 
to  the  system  of  congregational  ecclesiostical  polity.    Thitf 
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OToyokea  the  "Old  School"  to  good  works,  and  in  1849 
the  board  repnbliBhed  the  original  cntechiBm  of  his  {from 
the  third  Glasgow  edition,  enlarged);  he,  in  1850,  pub- 
Hshed  the  fourth  American  edition.  In  1S49  be  prepared 
and  published  a  manual,  in  the  form  of  a  catechism,  on 
the  nature,  duty,  matter  and  manner  of  Praise,  with  an 
appendix  from  Romaine,  which  reached  the  fourth  edition 
in  1854. 

Where  men  are  "  set  for  the  defence  and  confirmation 
of  the  gospel,"  they  have  to  grapple  with  immediate  diffi- 
culties and  menacing  oppositiona,  according  to  their  specifio 
■character.  Thus,  "  Paul  as  his  manner  was,"  on  Mara' 
Hill,  reasoned  in  one  way,  and  in  a  different  way  before 
'the  Jewish  council.  Hence,  to  classify  the  varied  sects  of 
^Idigionists  by  which  he  was  surrounded,  the  writer  pnb- 
Kahed  "  The  Philosophy  of  Sectarianism,"  in  1854.  Of  this 
volame,  out  of  eighty-six  reviews  seen,  above  fifty  were 
Commendatory,  and  some  of  them  flattering,  wnile  it 
awoke  sectarian  rancorlin  some  bosoms.  Nearly  three 
months  after  its  publication,  the  junior  partner  of  the  firm, 
PhiUips,  Sampson  &  I^ee,  met  Mr.  McGee,  the  a^ent  of 
"The  Methodist  Book  Concern  "in  Boston,  and,  in  con- 
versation, said :  "  How  is  it,  Mr.  McGee,  that  we  havofre- 
ceived  no  orders  from  you  for  months?  "  "  I  do  not  intend 
to  give  you  any  more,  because  j^oii  have  published  that 
book, '  The  Philosophy  of  Sectarianism.' "  "  That  is  not 
against  you,  is  it?  "  "  Yes.  It  is  the  worst  hook  that  waa 
Overwritten  against  Methodism,  and  we  have  from  you 
Withdrawn  our  trade." 

As  Mr.  Phillips  stated,  he  came  to  their  office  and  said: 
"Mr.  Phillipa,  we  must  throw  out  that  book,"  naming  it. 
^^_Wby?  "  "  Because  Mr.  McGtee  says  it  is  tiie  worst  book 
frliich  was  ever  written  against  Methodism.  He  has  quit 
■"ealing  with  us  on  account  of  it,  and  his  trade  is  to  ua 
*Jorth  one  thousand  dollars  a  year."  "  If  you  are  done, 
^^-  Lee,  allow  me  to  speak.  I  am  a  Unitarian.  I  have 
J*ten  that  book  home  and  read  it.  You  may  depend  upon 
**>  that  if  it  is  hard  on  Methodists,  it  is  liarder  on  Unjtari- 
||-nB.  I  am  not  ashamed  to  ask  any  man  a  dollar  for  that 
^ook,  and  you  can  tell  Mr,  McGee  that  I  will  lose  his  trade 
"efbre  I  will  quit  selling  it.  It  ia  a  book  for  thinking 
■>aen." 
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Of  it  a  second  edition  was  published  in  1855.  After  tl^^ 
union,  wliich  formed  "  the  United  Pi-esbyterian  Church  c::>, 
North  America,"  the  writer,  for  the  use  of  Presbyteriarx* 
published  in  1860  a  small  work  called  "The  Schools," atj? 
in  1865  another  on  "The  Oi^an  and  Other  Instrumenfe 
as  Noted  in  the  Holy  Scriptures." 

From  1846  until  1854  the  Presbytery  of  the  bounds  was 
the  Associate  Reformed  one  of  New  York.  To  attend  its 
meetings  was  inconvenient  and  expensive.  Hence,  in 
answer  to  a  petition  to  Synod,  one  was  constituted  on  Jul/ 
11th,  1854,  and  called  tlie  Associate  Reformed  Presbytery 
of  Boston.  The  members  composing  it  were  the  Bevs. 
Alexander  Blaikie,  James  Otteraon,  David  A.  Wallace  and 
William  McMillan. 

On  September  12th  said  Presbytery  ordained  Mr.  JaroeB 
McLaughlin,  and  on  November  2d  installed  the  Rev,  Wil- 
liam McLaren  as  pastor  in  Fall  River.  From  year  to  year 
in  their  quarterly  meetings  the  usual  business  allotted  to 
such  courts  wati  by  its  members  transacted,  which  aided 
in  sustaining  Presbyterian  ism  in  New  England.  In  1858 
it  went  into  the  union  of  the  Associate  and  Associate  Re- 
formed Churches.  Previous  to  May  5th,  1868,  twenty-one 
ministers  had  for  a  shorter  or  a  longer  time  belonged  to  it- 
During  this  period  (1843-1868)  we  have  to  notice  are- 
turned  loan — we  will  not  say  the  recovery  of  stolen 
property.  One  hundred  and  tbrty-five  years  ago  in  out 
history  we  read  this  inscription,  "  Here  lies  ye  body  of  y* 
Rev.  Mr.  Peter  Dailld,  who  died  the  21at  of  May,  1716," 
etc.  This  is  a  few  rods  within  the  gate  of  the  Granary 
burying  ground,  opposite  to  Horticultural  Hall,  Boston, 

He  haa  left  an  unblemished  reputation,  and  to  mark  the 
resting-place  of  his  dust,  a  headstone  of  blue  flag  had  been 
erected. 

Of  some  minds  it  attracted  the  attention.  A.  d.  ITls 
probably  was  long  past,  and  at  a  period  when  Presbyte- 
rianism  was  probably  extinct — at  a  time  unknown  to  sny 
man  now,  when  town  officials  or  private  proprietors  were 
extending  the  sewerage  below  the  Common,  covering  stone 
was  a  cash  article  in  Boston,  and  to  some  one  the  thought 
occurred  that  instead  of  marking  where  a  man  of  the 
Presbyterian  persuasion  was  buried,  it  would  save  a  trill* 
and  make  some  good  covering  to  bury  the  stone.    Tbia 
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howed  economy  and  utility,  besides  it  would  prevent  any 
"ne  in  future  by  this  object  diepovering  the  grave  of  & 
lUfnienot.  Hence  it  had  for  generations  been  useful  to 
A  town  or  city. 

But  in  A.  D.'l8C0,  in  Juno,  as  men  were  improving  or 
nlarging  the  sewer,  one  struck  his  pick  into  tlie  stone, 
"■  while  unable  to  "make  a«y  thing  of"  the  letters  on 
ftagments,  his  Honor  Mayor  Shurtleff,  although  pro- 
onally  he  could  not  aid  the  case  by  "pouring  in  oil 
wine,"  yet  he  "bound  up"  the  fragments  with  rivets, 

made  tne  epitaph  legible.    Being  not  only  a  rare  em- 

odiment  of  elevated  humanity,  a  gentleman,  but  possibly 
r  the  [fame  "stock,"  this  labor  of  love  and  the  expenses 
mnected  with  it  were  by  him  most  cheerfully  borne, 
^ilh  ite  broken  top,  the  stone  can  be  readily  seen  tlirougli 
le  gate.  Let  Presbyterians  "  keep  their  eye  upon  it,"  bo 
lit  Uie  ghouls  may  not  again  hide  it  from  tne  light  of 

nil  River. — Among  the  many  advantageous  sites  for 
Mna£&cturing  purposes  in  New  England,  this  place  has  a 
\  position.  Within  one-half  of  a  mile  the  river  falls 
feet,  almost  every  yard  of  which  descent  is  appreciated 
lui  appropriated,  and  to  it,  of  course,  operatives  from 
Imilar  departments  of  industry  in  North  Britain  and  Ire- 

Jid  nt  an  early  day  emigrated. 

To  those  of  the  Presbyterian  persuasion,  in  1833  the  As- 
Naatc  Presbytery  of  Albany  assigned  a  licentiate,  Mr. 
hauncy  Webster.  How  long  he  preached  to  them  is  not 
Bully  known,  but  the  Rev.  H.  H.  Blair,  of  New  York, 
to  was  ordained  in  September,  183ti  (some  fourteen 
Itmtlis  before  Mr.  Webster),  taking  a  friendly  interest  in 
Icm,  B8  a  station,  after  that  date  visited  them  &om  time 
)  time. 

80  Diuoh  progress  was  made  that  two  persons  were 
\t»tn  to  the  eldership.    These  the  Rev.  David  Gordon, 

E laying  there  by  the  order  of  the  Presbytery  of  Albany, 
lined  and  organized  the  church.  By  others,  sent  by 
IS  Associate  Presbj-tery  of  New  York,  tncy  had  supnlies 
Ittl  1840.  when  owing  to  the  removal  of  the  senior  elder, 
kj  the  eft'ecls  of  the  commercial  depression  of  1837  and 
ward,  as  employes,  tliey  became  unable  to  sutiuin  and 
iuii  their  ui^uizutiou. 
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It  is  not  known  that  during  the  next  five  yearn  sory. 
thing  was  done  towards  resuscitating  the  cause  here.  Buf 
in  January,  1846,  the  Rev.  Jno.  B.  Dales,  on  visiting  a 
family  formerly  from  his  charge  in  Philadelphia,  wrole 
thus :  "  Through  them  I  soon  became  acquainted  with  our 
prospects  there.  On  Sabbath  I  met  the  people  in  a 
pleasant  upper  room.  They  had  known  the  principle 
and  practices  of  truth,  and  now  far  from  anything  like 
either,  they  hungered  and  thirsted  for  the  provisione  rf 
grace.  Never  have  I  preached  to  more  solemnly  atten^ve 
audiences  than  in  that  place.  During  the  week  1  visited 
between  twenty  and  thirty  families,  all  of  whom  are  ripe 
for  an  organization  under  our  name,  and  some  of  those 
men  are  men  of  GoiV 

In  June  the  Rev.  Andrew  Johnston,  by  the  appointment 
of  the  Associate  Reformed  Presbj-tery  of  New  York,  o^ 
ganiied  them  as  a  church.  ^\^hRt  rarely  happens  in  eudi 
a  case,  the  men  to  "  magnify  the  office  "  of  the  ruling  eldt^ 
ship  were  easily  found.  The  great  difficulty  was  that 
Presbytery  had  not  the  preachers  to  occupy  the  station. 
On  visiting  them  in  August,  the  Rev,  Wm.  McLaren,  of 
New  York,  wrote :  "  The  prospect  is  encouraging.  The 
audience  on  Sabbath  was  about  one  hundred  and  fifty. 
They  are  lesolved  to  go  forward,  and  are  about  purchasing 
lote  for  a  church  edifice,"  This  they  did,  ana  while  by 
years  of  toil  some  of  them  owned  their  own  dwellings, 
■when  they  opened  their  house  of  worship  on  April  234 
1848,  "  every  shingle  owned  by  the  congregation  wa* 
mortgaged"  to  secure  the  builders.  On  June  15th,  1848, 
the  "  Rev.  Thus.  G.  Carver,  of  the  Congregational  Union 
of  England  and  Wales,"  was  admitted  as  a  member  of 
the  Presbytery  of  New  York.  On  being  assigned  bT 
Synod  to  their  care,  he  was  appointed  to  officiate  in  Fs" 
Itiver  for  eleven  months. 

On  November  30th  they  extended  to  him  a  call  to  he- 
come  their  pastor.  This  he  accepted  January  24th,  IS^W' 
Their  next  movement  was  to  exchange  their  houfle  ol 
worship  for  a  large  and  commodious  one  built  in  1843  for 
an  Unitarian  Baptist  society.  This  they  entered  on  Sep- 
tember  2 2d,  1850.  By  this  their  debt  was  increased,  but 
so  were  their  hopes  and  energies.  "Measures  for  the  iif 
Btallation  of  Mr.  Carver  were  deferred  until  the  next  elatw 
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of  PrcBhytery  in  May."  "Coming  events"  were  in 
"casting  their  shadows  before."  With  the  floating 
population  he  was  popular,  but  when  he  preached 
another  gospel,  which  waa  not  another,"  he  had  in  hia 
ftudience  men  "  mighty  in  the  Scriptures,"  who  readily  saw 
that  while  he  did  not  "take  heed  to  the  doctrine,"  he 
could  not  "save  those  who  heard  him." 

"  The  fruits  of  righteouaness,  which  are  by  Jesus 
Christ,"  withered  rapidly,  and  in  March,  1849,  he  ''  left  the 
connection  informally,  and  united  with  the  Methodist 
episcopal  church."  At  Synod,  in  August,  1850,  their 
Presbytcrj'  reported,  "  Like  the  bush  on  Horeb  Mount, 
this  faithful  church  has  survived  what  in  all  human  ex- 
pectation would  have  destroyed  it,  and  at  this  day  is  in 
the  most  encouraging  position." 

On  June  3d,  1851,  the  Rev.  David  A.  Wallace  was  or- 
d^ned  and  installed  pastor.  Bringing  with  him  energy  to 
ioB  work,  his  diligence  and  faithfulness  were  crowned  with 
Baccees.  Yet  he  perhaps  rather  thought  the  field  to  be  a 
"pentrup  Utica,"  and  on  January  17th,  1854,  he  was  by 
Presbytery  removed  to  East  Boston.  This  people,  "cov- 
eting earnestly  the  best  gifts,"  next  called  tlie  Rev.  Wm. 
^cLaren,  fonnerly  pastor  of  Franklin  street  church,  New 
Vork.  Over  them  he  was  installed  on  November  2d.  He 
Was  a  ripe  scholar,  uncommonly  well  acquainted  with  the 
tlebrew  Scriptures,  a  clear  writer,  a  terse  and  enei^etio 

E^«aker,  and  hia  sermons,  even  when  repeated,  were  by 
*s  people  realized  to  be  good.  He  enjoyed  more  than  did 
t^  predecessor  the  quietude  of  his  study,  and  probably 
^"Ugnt  less  "  from  bouse  to  house."  After  a  pastorate  of 
*^arly  twelve  years,  he,  on  September  18th,  1866,  tendered 


*i«i  resignation  for  reasons — Ist,  impaired  health ;  2d,  the 
ladings  of  Divine  Providence;  3(1,  the  congregation  are 
~~ospering  and  free  from  debt.  The  Presbytery,  on  Oc- 
7— '"ber  18th,  with  great  regret,  granted  his  request.  On  the 
pSth  bia  pulpit  was  declared  vacant,  and  on  April  16th, 
■"QST,  be  was  dismissed  from  Presbytery. 

His  successor  was  the  Rev.  J  oehua  It.  Kyle,  who  waa  in- 
Stalled  on  June  27th,  1867.  By  this  date  the  United 
flPl^byterian  church  was  agitated  by  the  progressive  spirit 
/^f  the  age  (to  be  subsequently  (D.  V.)  presented).  This  it 
*a  supposed  formed  the  second  reason  of  the  retiring  pastor 
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above  given,  and  with  it  the  present  incumbent  was  noti  ^ 
little  imbued. 

While  by  no  means  equal  to  either  of  bia  two  predecee- 
flora  in  pulpit  power,  and  in  diificultv  with  one  of  hi 
elders,  there  were  those  who  thought  well  of  him,  and  oa 
April  6th,  1869,  he  received  a  call  from  the  United  Pres- 
byterian congregation  of  Princeton,  Indiana.  As  his 
nsefulnoBB  in  Fall  River  was  not  extensively  impaired, 
the  Presbytery  refused  to  dissolve  his  pastoral  relation. 
In  it  he  continued  until  1875,  when,  owing  to  the  impiured 
health  of  his  wife,  an  estimable  woman,  he  resigned,  and 
was  dismissed  in  good  standing. 

In  Providence,  a  city  of  great  commercial  wealth,  as  well 
as  of  very  active  and  successful  manufacturing  industries, 
the  enterprise  of  collecting  a  psalm-singing  church  wu 
commenced  in  May,  1848,  and  by  the  appointment  irf 
Presbytery  on  June  25th  a  committee  received  into  fellow- 
ship twenty-one  persons.  To  these,  sixteen  others  were 
added,  and  on  August  15th  Mr.  Daniel  Mcintosh  was  ex- 
amined and  found  well  qualified  for  the  office  of  ruling 
elder.  On  the  16tli  he  was  ordained,  and  Mr.  Thomu 
Patton,  formerly  in  the  office  in  the  church  in  Fall  Rivffi 
was  with  him  then  installed.  By  these  official  acts  tlie  o^ 
ganization  of  the  church  was  completed.  For  three 
months  they  were  supplied  with  preaching  by  a  licentiate, 
Mr.  D.  C.  McVean. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Robinson,  received  by  Presbytery  from 
the  same  denomination,  and  at  the  same  time  with  the 
Rev.  Thomas  George  Carver,  was  appointed  to  Bupply 
them  until  the  next  meeting  of  that  court. 

Both  his  ignorance  of  Presbyterian  ism  and  his  habits 
operated  against  his  usefulness.  Without  babita  of  indus- 
try and  a  willingness  to  "  endure  hardness  as  a  eood  sol- 
dier of  Jeaus  Christ "  in  such  a  field,  success  in  winning 
eouls  "  could  not  be  very  extensive.  There  did  not  at  tbst 
time  exist  any  superabundance  of  laborers,  and  as  he  did 
not  to  satisfaction  fill  the  position,  after  being  informed  by 
their  Presbytery  that  they  could  not,  for  at  least  thr» 
months,  afford  to  them  constant  preaching,  "they  calledu 
congregational  meeting  and  voted  unanimously  to  petition 
the  Associate  Presbytery  of  New  York  for  supply,  Th«f 
were  answered  favorably,  and  after  some  time  were  idenu* 
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Ified  with  that  persuaaion.  When  to  a  "Rev.  Dr.  John 
Skinner,  of  Scotland,  they  gave  a  call,  which  he  did  not 

■accept,"  they  iu  a  short  time  were  more  successful  with 
tMr.  Joseph  Saunderson.  He  became  their  pastor.  The 
(dew  of  hia  youth  and  the  beauty  of  manhood  were  upon 
bim.  While  his  ministry  was  for  a  time  successful, 
calamity  overtook  liim.  His  landlady  had  a  daughter 
,who  had  separated,  or  had  been  separated  from  her  hus- 
l>and.  She  (as  Mr.  Saunderson  supposed  in  jest)  asked 
him  to  marry  her,  and  in  pleasantry  he  gave  an  affirnia- 
iive  answer.  When,  some  weeks  after,  she  inquired,  "  Mr. 
Saunderson,  are  you  ready  to  fnlfil  your  promise?" 
"  When  you  present  the  gentlemjm  and  proper  papers,  I 
Hm."  "  You  said  nothing  about  papers ;  you  promised  me 
anarriage  yourself"  "  I  never  thought  of  such  a  thing," 
jBaid  he.  The  mother  overhearing,  declared  that  she 
''  heard  him  say  so,  and  further  stated  that  in  the  event  of 
refusal,  he  would  be  prosecuted."  Here  was  manifested  a 
development  of  maaem,  not  of  the  early  New  England 
bmily  training,  religious  enlightenment  and  social  life 
ichich  he  began  now  experimentally  to  understand. 
"Foolish  talking  and  jesting  are  not  convenient."  So 
Delilah  won. 

Aa  not  only  did  her  husband  live  within  a  day's  jour- 
Bey,  but  according  to  the  statement  of  the  Rev,  H.  H. 
Blair  "before  Presbytery,  no  evidence  was  produced  that 
^en  the  civil  law  had  been  invoked,"  so,  notwithstanding 
bis  popularity  with  his  own  nationaHty  and  the  people 
jenerally,  separation  came. 

They  next  gave  a  call  to  a  Mr.  McGauchy,  and  I  now 
quote  the  written  statement  of  a  principal  actor  on  both 
«ides,  at  timee  with  each  party,  the  oldest  elder  in  that 
j^urch : 

I  "  He  went  on  to  New  York,  ostensibly  to  accept  their 
gall,  but  he  did  not  do  bo,  and  would  not.  He  was  then 
appointed  to  some  other  place,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Alexan- 
der Bullions  was  sent  to  Providence,  and  arrived  there  in 
Jue  time,  bat  Mr.  McGauchy  was  before  him,  and  next  day 
took  forcible  possession  of  the  pulpit.  A  lawsuit  was  in- 
rtituted "  and  his  adherents  were  cut  off  by  Presbytery. 
"  They,  with  Mr.  iSIcGauchy,  joined  the  Old  School  under 
the  agreement  tliat  they  were  to  sing  the  Scotch  version  of 
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the  Psalme  and  none  other.  All  this  was  cordially  agreed 
to  and  put  upon  Presbytery's  record  at  Deep  River,  Con- 
necticut, but  it  was  not  kept,  for  they  soon  found  pretgices 
to  use  Watts.  They  then  tried  by  fraud  to  keep  possessim 
of  the  property,  but  they  were  foiled,  and  at  last  gave  i(  op 
to  the  Associate  Church." 

During  the  period  that  this  strife  was  pending  the  Asso- 
ciate people  worshipped  in  a  hired  hall.  "The  greater 
part  of  the  others  for  a  time  went  noivhere." 

During  these  years  of  confusion  some  thought  their  best 
interests  would  on  better  subserved  if  they  were  again  in 
connection  with  the  Associate  Reformed  Chui-ch,  and  on 
April  11th,  1855,  they  made  application  to  the  Boston 
Presbytery.  In  granting  the  request  conditionally,  the 
court  appointed  a  committee  to  shew  to  the  AssoeiatB 
Presbytery  why  they  were  induced  to  reoccupy  in  Provi- 
dence. The  way  was  not  yet  clear,  and  the  applieatian 
was  not  renewed  until  May  12th,  1857,  when  the  appli- 
cants presented  themselves  as  "the  First  Scotch  Presoyte- 
rian  Cnurch  "  of  that  city.  Again  a  committee  of  inquiry 
was  appointed,  and  on  June  9th,  1857,  by  Presbytery,  their 
"petition  was  not  granted." 

By  or  before  1S56,  the  church  in  the  hall  obtained  the 
eervices  of  the  Rev.  Andrew  Thomas. 

He,  although  a  Scotchman,  was  formerly  an  Independent 
preacher  at  Runcorn  Quarries,  in  England.  He  wna  led 
off  from  his  early  Presbyterian  training  by  fellow- students, 
and  remodelled  under  the  Rev.  Ralph  Ward  law,  D.  D.,hiit 
engaging  as  a  preacher,  he  soon  found  that  the  church  was 
Independent,  while  his  hearers  and  himself  were  subjected 
too  extensively  to  the  control  of  the  owner  and  employei' 
After  trying  city  missionary  work  for  a  time,  he  came'to 
Montreal  and  supplied  during  the  winter  of  1849-50  in  * 
feirfc  at  I^achine.  Enamoured  with  the  system  of  his 
choice,  he  supposed  he  could  find  and  enjoy  it  to  perfec- 
tion on  its  native  soil,  and  he  came  to  Boston.  He  was  a 
Calvinist,  and  after  a  few  hearings,  had  to  seek  fellowship 
elsewhere.  Among  other  places,  he  served  in  Providence 
for  about  two  years,  and  was  minister  of  the  AssooiBt* 
Church  there  when  their  property  was  to  them  restored  by 
the  other  litigants. 

After  the  union  on  May  26tb,  1858,  order  was  exten* 
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ively  reetoped,  and  from  the  United  Presbytery,  on  Oct*> 
^"T  18th,  1859,  the  moderation  in  a  call  was  requested  and 

ide  in  favor  of  a  licentiate,  Mr.  R,  G,  Wallace.  This  he 
[id  not  accept. 

.  On  June  14th,  1859,  it  was  stated  by  a  leader  in  the 
^urch  (Mr.  R.  Reekie)  that  the  three  ruling  elders  who 
tad  followed  tlie  fortunes  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  McGauchy  to 
Jeep  River  and  since,  were  "  now  returning,  although  the 
lymn  mania  is  still  raging  high  in  Broadway  (in  the  then 
>ld  School  church),  and  by  all  appearances  the  lines  will  be 
lore  distinctly  drawn  and  people  be  the  more  able  to 

dge  knowingly  in  the  case.  American  Presbyterian  ism 
_s  always  before  this  been  before  the  publick'  in  Provi- 
ence  dressed  in  colours  that  did  not  belong  to  it,  but  we 
ope  now  it  is  going  to  throw  oS^  the  mask  and  treat  us  to 
►  view  of  its  inconsistencies." 

On  December  Ist  the  Rev.  Wm.  McLaren  wrote,  "  Mr. 

tagea,  the  Old  School  minister,  has  left  Providence,  and  it 
I  toought  that  all  will  join  our  church  and  occupy  the 
iailding  on  Broadway.  The  Old  School  here  can't  com- 
ftAe  with  us  out  this  way." 

Among  other  supply  durin"  this  season  of  turmoil  was 
he  venerable  Rev.  Andrew  Heron,  D.  D.  He  came  to  dis- 
tense  the  eucharist  and  managed  to  unite  the  two,  the  one 
irhich  came  out  with  Thomas,  and  the  part  of  the  church 
irhich  opposed  his  preaching  in  the  Associate  church. 
'After  the  innovation  of  Watts'  psalms  the  Old  School 
;ept  to  the  church,  but  when  the  Thomasites  and  those 
tey  had  put  out  of  the  church  came  together,  the  Old 
ichool  party,  gave  up." 

On  December  5th,  1859,  another  moderation  was  granted. 
[Ids  was  presented  to  Sir.  John  C.  Robb,  a  licentiate,  on 
Lprii  21b^  and  he  was  ordained  and  installed  on  April 
l7th,  1860,  After  a  successful  pastorate  of  above  thirteen 
.,  he  was,  on  September  9th,  1873,  released  and  dia- 
!d  by  Presbytery  on  January  22d,  1874. 

Lowell  was  incorporated  as  a  city  in  1836,  and  in  1850 
t  contained  a  population  of  33,S85  souls,  subsisting  prin- 
Q^ly  on  the  manufacturing  industries.  About  one-third 
fits  population  were  foreigners,  and,  among  these,  it  waa 
eemed  advisable  to  seek  expatriated  Presbyterians. 

On  going  thither  in  the  evening  on  March  20th,  the 
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writer  found  the  extensive  factories  all  illuminated.  %9 
eight  was  plc.isant  .and  the  question,  "Why?"  waa  an- 
ewered  by,  "  It  is  the  blowing  out  bali."  For  the  nexlsii 
months  the  factories  would  not  be  operated  by  artifidd 
light.  Hence  the  darice  to-night.  Evening  visifs  vm 
made  for  some  time,  so  that  before  any  were  invited  to 

Eublic  worship  in  the  Presbyterian  form,  it  might  be 
nown  whether  the  experiment  would  probalily  succeed. 
Then  a  hall  must  be  found,  and  next  a  constant  supplv of 
preaching.  All  this  it  took  weeks  to  accomplish.  In  one 
of  these  evening  visits  he  found  Mr.  George  Cath cart,  who 
agreed  when  he  returned  to  guide  liini  to  some  of  his  ac- 
quaintances. His  house  stood  detached,  near  the  wall  of 
a  factory,  and  with  unoccupied  land  in  the  rear,  He 
found  him,  to  his  God,  offering  his  evening  song  in  A 
psalm,  and  he  was  in  no  hurry.  The  little  "Arabs" 
gathered,  and  he  went  off  the  street  into  the  vacant  lot  to 
pass  time.  \V'hen  he  returned,  Mr.  Cathcart  was  readini 
his  Bible  and  he  had  to  retreat.  Before  he  had  proceeded 
&r  in  his  prayer  a  burly  watchman  thought  this  man  re- 
quired a  share  of  his  "  tender  mercies,"  and  a  colloquj 
began : 

"Captain,  I  want  to  know  what  yon  are  doing  here?" 
"  Friend,  I  will  do  yon  no  harm."  "  I  guess  I  have  Bome 
right  in  these  '  diggings,'  what  business  have  you  herel" 
The  urchins  were  now  around  us,  apparently  by  dozent 
with  a  rapid  increase.  "  Neighbor,  if  you  must  know,  I 
am  waiting  until  a  man  is  done  his  prayers." 

This  was  beyond  his  comprehension.  To  him  it  iru 
solemn  mockery.  If  the  intruder  had  spit  in  his  face,  oT 
knocked  him  down,  the  insult  would  probably  have  beffl 
less.  The  idea  that  a  man  was  praying  so  near  his  prenii- 
ees,  if  one  were  praying  aloud  in  his  family  in  Lowell  «t 
that  hour,  wao  to  him  an  incredibility,  and  he  mngniEed 
his  office.  To  avoid  his  grasp,  the  stranger  ran  and  lie 
impelled  his  propellers. 

A  few  steps  outside  led  up  to  the  door  of  which  I  seiiei 
the  handle,  and  he  caught  me.  Before  be  had  time  V> 
wrest  me  from  my  grasp,  Cathcart,  the  son,  answered  my 
call  and  opened  the  door,  leaving  this  man  to  "  nurse  lui 
wrath  ana  keep  it  warm,"  while  quantities  of  sand  and 
gravel  were  by  the  urchins  thrown  against  liie  windoia 
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ICoaraged  in  the  enterprise,  public  worship  was  becua 
this  station  on  Sabbatli,  the  16th  of  June,  185(1.    Cnn- 

jOt  supply  of  preaching  it  wiis  then  difficult  to  obtain. 

d  afler  a  want  for  three  Sabbaths  continuously  the  case 
cared  to  be  almost  hopeless. 

0  soon  as  the  supply  became  constant  matters  revived, 
.  OD  October  7th  apnlication  was  made  for  an  organiza- 

,  I,  which  was  effected  on  December  1st  by  the  admission 
■erenty  persona  to  niembcrship  and  the  installation  of 
9  tilling  eldorti.  The  observance  of  the  Lord's  Supper 
them  in  the  simple  scriptural  I'urm  of  their  fathers,  was 
Lowell  a  new  thing. 

To  them,  on  request,  Presbytery,  on  February  25th, 
il,  granted  a  modcriitioii.  'fheir  call  was  accepted  by 
Peter  Cjordoii.  This  congregation  elected  to 
trustees,  men  fond  of  argumentation.  Their 
^  I,  ostensibly  to  jiromote  the  financial  interest  of 
church,  grew  extensively  weekly  into  "unruly  and 
."  talking,  not  productive  of  "  brotherly  love." 
The  wife  of  the  pastor  received  from  her  first  husband 
usl  home  of  much  beauty  in  Cambridge,  N.  Y.,  which, 
hia  bequest,  she  must  occupy,  or  of  it  forfeit  the  eo- 
jinent. 
'his  drew  the  minister  away  from  I^well  more  than 

1  profitable  to  tlie  people.  He  would  occasionally  have 
le  ono  of  the  city  supply  for  him  when  absent,  and  be 

d  that  the  congregation  could  ht-ar  these  (and  such 
0  without  the  cost  of  supporting  ordhiances  at  their 
lent  expense.  He  was  "  an  excellent  preacher,"  and  a 
It  egtimable  man,  yot,  under  contliciiiig  constraints. 
K»,  while  holding  their  call,  he  did  not  ask  for  in- 
Ittion.  and  at  Fall  River,  on  May  19tli,  1«52,  he  rp- 
itod  to  and  did  return  it  to  the  Presbytery.  He  left, 
i^r  laboring  as  a  niisaionary  (at  least  a  part  of  the 
i)  in  Australia,  ho  returned  to  Cambridge  in  1855. 
lulv  was  now  given  to  I^well,  and  on  November  2d- 
3,  Mr.  William  McMillan  was  ordained  and  installed 
His  hearing  was  defective,  or  be  woiUd  Cit  waa 
1)  have  sought  admission  to  the  Bar.  His  ideaa  of 
pd,  rfoponsibihtv  wore  defective.  Ho  took  his  vaca- 
I«l«  of  Snoals  so  long  in  autumn,  that  in  keep- 
'ntmeat  to  assist  him  at  the  communion,  the 
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Rev.  D.  A.  Wallace  found  him  (as  he  had  been  for  weeb) 
absent  from  the  city  on  Saturday  evening,  instead  of  Imv- 
ing  attended  to  the  previous  necessary  preparations.  This, 
of  course,  marred  the  good  feeling  of  the  congregation. 
He  resigned  on  November  15th,  and  left  on  December  9th, 
18-54.  Having  had  no  full  opportunity  of  obtainiuE  a  con- 
densed spiritual  vitality,  this  people  became  "  faint  while 
"  yet  pursuing."  Among  other  supply,  Mr.  Anthony  C 
JunkiU'  served  them  for  a  time  after  June  2d,  1855,  and 
continued  with  them  after  February  1st,  1856.  On  Mav 
6th  he  was,  at  Thorn psonville,  received  by  Pi-esby tJ^rj-, an3 
ordained  on  the  7th.  As  a  etaled  supply  he  could  not 
control  the  tendency  of  events,  and  on  June  9th,  1857,  hs 
asked  to  be  released.  Commercial  depression  now  reigned 
in  the  land.  Labor,  even  where  obtained,  ceased  to  be  re- 
munerative, and,  on  October  27th,  as  a  congregation,  they 
informed  Presbytery  that  they  had  "  ceased  to  meet  as  i 
church  owing  to  '  the  times.' "  In  view  of  their  condition, 
they  were,  on  January  13th,  1858,  by  Presbytery  dis- 
organized. 

Years  passed,  during  which  but  little  effort  was  made  to 
revive  them,  and  while  individuals  and  families  of  Presbj- 
teriana,  as  employment  could  be  obtained,  came  to  the 
city,  yet  no  permanent  settlement  was  effected  during  tiifl 
period  ending  with  1868. 

Tkunton,  ftfasB.,  next  received  attention. 

Several  families  and  numerous  individuals  of  Presbyte- 
rians were  there  employed,  and  on  February  25th|  1853, 
the  Rev.  William  McJIillan  visited  them.  Supplies  were 
sent  to  them  with  encouraging  prospects,  during  sunUDH 
and  through  the  year  1854.  Much  of  the  hopes  of  Pkb- 
hytery  in  this  station,  however,  centred  in  one  prominent 
man  in  a  remunerative  position  who  soon  afterwards  re- 
moved to  Bridgewater,  Mass.  Encouragement  suffidenl 
to  warrant  an  organization  was  not  given,  and  on  Septem- 
ber 12th,  1855,  the  Presbytery  discontinued  Taunton  a' 
station. 

For  some  years  previous  to  the  commercial  depreseioB. 
of  1857,  the  manufacturing  villages  of  New  England  ao- 
joyed  prosperity,  and  into  almost  every  town  Presbyt* 
rians  were  scattered.  Among  other  places,  Hnlyoke,  M»») 
was  visited,  and  from  it,  on  May  7th,  1856,  two  commJfr 
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Uoners  met  Presbytery  at  Thompsonville,  asking  for  a 

'Supply  of  preaching.    This  was  granted. 

Among  others  who  officiated  there,  was  the  Rev.  D.  B. 

iJones,  a  native  of  the  neighboring  town  of  Ludlow,  Mass., 

Irho  had  some  years  before,  in  Ohio,  united  with  the  Asso- 
aate  Reformed  persiiasion,  and  who,  on  January  Slst, 
E856,  was  received  by  the  Boston  Presbytery.  With  it  he 
ontinned  but  a  year,  and  was  dismissed  on  February 
0th,  1857.  Owing,  it  is  believed,  to  the  prejudices  of  sect 
Phich  these  commissioners  ( Messrs.  Campbell  and  Robert- 
ftn)  and  their  respective  local  adherents  brought  with 
bem  from  Scotland,  the  attempt  became  a  failure,  and, 
^  a  station,  Holvoke  was  discontinued  by  Presbytery  on 
fepteraber  10th,  185(i. 
'  We  now  turn  to  East  Bottton. 

East  Boston  was,  in  1680,  occupied  as  a  homestead  by 
{unuel  Maverick,  at  the  same  time  that  John  Blackstone 
nltivated  the  Peninsula  of  Shawmut.  It  was  for  above 
b  century  known  as  Noddle's  Island,  this  man  being  at 
me  time  the  owner  of  much  of  it.  He  brought  disgrace 
Ipon  himself  and  the  Bay  colony,  by  being  the  first  man 
a  New  England  (according  to  etory)  who  owned  slaves. 
i  was  not  demanded  for  commerce  until  about  1830,  and, 
a  1847,  the  principal  ship-yards  of  the  city,  a  large  sugar- 
efinery  and  an  oil-mill,  together  with  forges,  a  factory  for 
he  preparation  of  dye-stuffs,  a.nd  the  wharves  of  the 
^nard  steamers,  all  gave  work  to  an  industrious  popula- 
ioD,  beside  those  who  daily  obtained  employment  in  the 
ity  proper  and  returned  there  to  rest.  It  became  eepe- 
Sally  famous  for  ship-building.  Among  others,  a  Nova 
tcotian,  the  late  Donald  McKay,  alone  on  it,  built  in  oom- 
«ratively  a  few  years  146  vessels,  nearly  all  of  large  size. 
n  doing  BO  he  disbursed  above  one  million  of  dollars,  and 
lie  "  Island  Ward  "  prcepercd. 

I  From  it  a  considerable  percentage  of  the  Associate  Re- 
armed church  came  to  the  city  to  worship,  and  the  wits 
jould  sometimes  notice,  that  as  many  as  fifty-nine  Pres- 
yterians  would  follow,  or  accompany,  the  father  of  the 
jip-builder  when  he,  on  Sabbaths,  would  leave  the  ferry- 
i&at  aa  he  returned  home.  Consequently,  to  these  per- 
pns  occasional  supply  of  preaching  was  given  on  Sabbath 
venings,  until  in  April,  1S53,  when  a  station  was  formed. 
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The  first  supply  obtained,  for  three  months,  WM  the 
Rev.  George  C.  Arnold.  A  loving  and  beloved  man,  Mill- 
ful  above  many — "whom  the  gods  love  die  early."  He 
was  "  sanctified  wholly  "  in  the  mid-time  of  liis  days,  and 
aft«r  a  pastorate  of  eight  years  in  Philadelphia  "fell  on 
Bleep." 

He  was  succeeded  for  months  by  the  Rev.  A.  G.  Wallace, 
D.  D.,  who  now,  while  still  a  pastor,  is  the  energetic  KtQ- 
ary  of  the  Board  of  Church  Extension  of  the  United  Prea- 
byterian  Assembly. 

In  due  time  a  church  was  organized,  and  on  Sovembet 
15th,  1854,  the  Rev.  David  A.  Wallace  was  Installed  pas- 
tor. He  was  then  in  the  vigor  of  life,  and  few  congrt^ 
tions  have  enjoyed  more  intelligent  activity  in  a  piiBtor, 
than  he  expended  among  this  people,  as  he  gave  his  iitten- 
tion  to  every  part  of  official  duty. 

He  was  now  in  a  new  field,  the  seat  of  modem  "cul- 
ture" among  Unitarians,  and  surrounded  by  the  varied 
"schemes"  of  the  orthodox.  In  "contending  for  the 
feith,"  he'entered  the  field  of  authorship,  and  published, 
in  1855,  his  "  Theology  of  New  England.*" 

While  he  draws  it  mildly,  his  collated  facts  and  testi- 
monies present  on  the  leading  points  of  doctrine  a  most 
perfect  contrast  to  the  "  form  of  sound  words,"  wliich 
Hiade  the  early  New  England— the  New  England  to  which 
Christians  look  back  with  emotions  of  joy. 

In  his  work  he  shews  the  changes  rung  especially  on 
the  "  inspiration  of  the  Scriptures,  election,  Adam's  rela- 
tion to  bis  posterity,  sin  and  depravity,  human  inabilitj, 
Christ's  satisfaction,  regeneration,  conversion,  effectual 
calling  and  justification."  To  him  also  it  was  not  dss- 
couraging  that  the  venerable  Rev,  Dr.  Daniel  Dana, "  tho 
Addison  of  the  New  England  pulpit,"  shoidd  thus  expteBS 
in  relation  to  the  book  his  opinion  bv  way  of  introduc- 
tion. "  Can  it  be  for  a  moment  denied  that  within  a  fe» 
years  words  have  so  entirely  changed  tlieir  meaningjtlat 
the  Christian  pulpit  emits  darkness  rather  than  li^t? 
Can  it  be  denied  that  the  terms  depravity,  con  version,  re- 
generation, atonement,  justification,  etc.,  have  lost  their  origi- 
nal sense,  and  assumed  a  meaning  altogether  new  ?  Canil 
be  denied  that  in  the  principal  theological  seminary  of  Kfflf 
England  the  religion  taugnt  is  depravity  without  Bia,B" 


teetfttion  without  holincsa,  and  justification  without  the 
ghteousness  of  Christ?  Can  it  be  denied  that  pious 
B  often  retire  from  the  sanctuary,  and  from  the  in- 
ruction?  of  a  preacher,  whose  leading  views  are  entirely 
jpoeite  to  their  own,  yet  honestly  believing  that  they 
ive  heard  the  very  gospel  which  they  loved?  Can  it  he 
iuied  that  different  classes  of  hearers  widely  dislartt  in  sen- 
ment  have  each  come  away  in  the  confidence  that  the 
*acher  was  of  their  own  opinion? 

''Where  are  the  Christians  who  have  occupied  the  stage 
r  twenty  or  thirty  years,  and  have  not  witnessed  a  real 
Solution  in  religion — in  its  doctrinal  views,  its  experience 
h3  ite  practice? 

"The  decline  and  ahandonmeiit  of  the  truth,  so  prev- 
ail and  undeniable,  have  unquestionably  sunk  our 
lurches  into  a  sadly  depressed  condition.  Yet  how  can 
be  expected  that  evils  will  be  removed  until  they  are 
Istinctly  seen — seen  in  their  causes  and  connection,  as 
feu  as  in  their  magnitude  and  aggravations? 
"  The  worthy  and  respected  author  of  this  pamphlet  has 

(tecuted  a  task  of  no  common  importance.     Mr.  Wallace 
1  laid  our  New  England  churches  under  great  obliga- 
1"  (pp.  21-24.) 
In  1855  the  congregation  undertook  to  build  a  house  for 

ablic  worship,  the  lecture  hall  of  which  was  opened  for 
rvice  on  April  10th,  1856,  the  expenditures  so  far  upon 
being  84,200. 

During  summer  the  pastor  entered  into  negotiations 
fth  the  trustees  of  the  college,  then  opening  at  Mon- 
outh,  in  Ilhnois,  to,  of  it,  become  the  president,  and  on 
le  9th  of  September,  1856,  he  was,  on  his  own  request, 
i  by  the  Presbytery.  On  November  3d,  18o6,  a. 
bderation  was  granted  to  the  congregation,  and  on  Jan- 
^  29th,  1857,  the  Rev.  H.  H.  Johnston,  who  had  been 
eived  by  Presbytery  on  the  14th,  was  installed  pastor. 
eing  a  native,  while  most  of  his  congregation  were  born  in 
le  British  dominion.'!,  be  published  a  good  sermon  on 
The  Stranger's  Inheritance."  He  found  the  church  ed- 
Sce  unfinished,  and  the  congregation  in  debt.  He  with- 
tt  BUccess  solicited  aid  by  circulars  from  his  own  denom- 
Ulttion.    Tliis  became  to  him  a  pica  for  change,  and  in 

Sfder  to  place  the  property  where  it  could  be  perverted  fay 
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BcHsm,  his  people  formed  a  ''society,"  and  OBtenaiUy  tm- 
dertook  to  build  pews  in  the  church,  while  the  floor  was 
not  fully  laid.  This  answered  effectively,  and  by  allowing 
a  small  amount  of  interest  to  remain  unpaid,  they,  by 
foreclosure,  sold  the  property,  and  had  it  bought  for 
themselves  by  a  third  party. 

This  man  professed  to  belong  to  tlie  Associate  Reformed 
church,  whicn  on  May  26th,  1858,  united  with  the  Aaao- 
date  Synod,  and  formed  the  United  Presbyterian  chnrch 
of  North  America. 

On  April  28th,  1858,  he  had  resigned  his  pastorate.  A« 
his  proclivities  were  towards  another  denomination,  lie  be- 
gan to  see  that  if  he  were  separated  from  the  congregatioiu 
he  alone  could  not  carry  the  church  estate  witli  him,  and 
on  June  8th  he  withdrew  hia  resignation,  ostensibly  pio- 
fessing  to  enter  the  union.  The  Presbytery,  however,  st 
their  meeting,  on  the  11th  day  of  August,  toolr  him  at  hi» 
word,  and  dissolved  the  relation.  He  and  his  party  then 
had  a  meeting  called  on  the  24th  of  August  by  "  the  cleA 
of  the  society,"  not  by  the  elders,  to  whom  in  truel  tiw 
deed  was  executed  on  May  1st,  1856,  At  tliis  meeting  hs 
and  his  wife  appeared,  and  exclusive  of  them,  tiiirteen 
men  and  nine  women  voted  the  property  over  to  the 
"  Old  School,"  while  afterwards  two  of  the  twenty-two  de- 
clared that  while  they  were  present,  they  did  not  vote. 

At  a  meeting  of  Presbytery  on  September  8th  his  oDger 
became  "  fierce,"  and  he  and  his  friends  witlidrew.  On 
September  12th  his  pulpit  was  declared  vacant.  On  Sep- 
tember 14th  tiie  two  senior  elders,  with  thirty-seven  othoii 
prepared  a  protest  against  the  action  of  "the  society,' 
which  was  presented  to  Presbytery  on  the  4th  of  Octolwr, 

He  had  now  "destroyed  much  good,"  and  after loiteriiK 
beside  the  wreck  for  above  two  years,  he  left  both  it  una 
the  Old  School  denomination,  for  whom  he  had  donu  » 
much,  for  Hastings,  Westchester  county,  N.  Y.,  on  JuBfl 
12th,  1861,  where  he  united  witli  the  Reformed •  Dutch 
church.  After  December  26th,  1858,  to  see  what  nuroba 
mi^ht  yet  be  gathered  of  those  who  had  been  spoiled  of 
their  church  estate,  worship  was  held  at  intervjiJs  in  EoS 
Boston  on  Sabbath  evenings.  This  continued  for  yeaa 
In  the  meantime,  in  1862,  those  who  occupied  the  houM 
called  a  Congregationahst,  the  Bev.  T,  N.  Haakel,  and  he 


423 

Ra6  on  December  3d  installed.  Ho  brought  in  an  element 
m  sympathy  with  ]]ia  own  views,  and  as  those  who  had 
previously  worshipptd  there  were  nearly  all  British-born 
fcefibyterians,  an  effervescence  be^an. 
I'The  elder  wlio  had  for  years  officiated  as  the  superin- 
cesdeut  of  the  Sabbath  school  was  set  aside  by  vote,  and  a 
lative  put  in  charge.  This  and  other  matters  not  in  ac- 
^i^ance  with  previous  usage  prompted  not  a  few  to 
M,ve.  These  were  called  bolters.  They  were  occasionally 
fcpplied  by  the  Keforraed  Presbyterian  minister,  and  aa 
nose  who  bad  been  deprived  of  their  house  on  January 
U,  1864,  commenced  in  a  hired  hall,  by  a  sense  of  duty 
Be  prejudices  of  the  former  were  overcome,  and  they 
Ibtted  with  them, 

I  On  April  19th  they  asked  for  supply  and  a  reoi^aniza- 

|on,  and  when  on  November  13th  they  were  visited  by  the 

Rev.  G.  M.  Hall,  they  so  soon  rallied  around  him  that  on 

iie  19th  of  December  Presbyterj'  granted  to  them  a  mod- 

fcation,  and  he  was  installed  ou  April  17th,  1865.    Wo 

^av6  already  noticed  some  of  hia  characteristics  and  tha 

teblenesa  of  his  health.    Among  tiie  fragments  of  Presby- 

"^ans  in  East  Boston  he  was  considered  rather  a  rigid 

ieciplinarian,  and  when,  on  December  26th,  1867,  he  re- 

gned,  the  congregation  concurred. 

\Vb  now  direct  our  attention   to  Laiorence,   Mass.     In 

i45  capitalists  here  built  a  dam  across  the  Merrimac,  and 

i  rapid  was  the  increase  of  population,   that  in   1853 

laving  the  necessary  12,000  inhabitants)  it  was  incor- 

arated  as  a  city.    Here,  as  usual,  the  "Hcuit,"  "the  wan- 

ering  Scot,"  was  soon  found.     On  June  6th,  1854,  bv 

f  these,  the  writer  was  by  letter  informed  that  while 

(large  part  of  the  300  or  upwards  of  that  nationality,  then 

t  Lawrence,  would  on  "  Sabbatli  visit  and  tnivel  in  the 

>untry,"  and  say  "  that  they  would  rather  stay  at  home 

»an  conform  to  the  American  forms  of  worship,"  still 

ome  others  of  them  "  kept  up  a  weekly  prayer-meeting 

Sa  the  old  principle  of   singing  Psalms  and    standing 

[uring prayer."  "Something," said  he, "must  be  done  soon 

^  save  this  people  from  perdition."   Consequently  on  July 

jS,  1854,  Mr.  Alexander  McWitliams,  a  licentiate  of  the  As- 

bciate  Reformed  persuasion,  commenced  conducting  pub- 

'b  worship  in  the  Presbylfirian  order,  and  on  December 
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19th  a  church  was  organized.  On  August  7th,  1855.  Mr. 
S.  F.  ThompBon,  in  answer  to  their  call,  was  ordained  and 
installed  pastor.  Although  he  made  a  good  heginning, 
and  was  measurably  successful,  he  resigned  his  pustoralc 
on  January  29th,  1S57,  and  on  March  25th  he  left  the 
city. 

Amidst  the  severe  commercial  depression  of  that  year, 
they  called  on  June  10th  the  Rev.  W.  T.  McConnell.  He 
did  not  accept,  and  they  became  dependent  on  supplies 
until  October  18th,  1859,  when  the  Rev.  James  Dinsiaore 
was  installed.  His  entrance  into  the  ministry  was  ei- 
tensively  the  result  of  liis  father's  wishes  perhaps  more 
than  of  his  own  sense  of  qualification  for  the  work.  Pr«- 
hytery,  at  his  own  request,  tlie  congregation  concnrrinj, 
released  him  on  September  1.5th,  1863.  From  this  d.-ite 
he  did  not  officiate  in  the  ministry,  and.  beinff  a  man  of 
strict  integrity  and  unblemished  Christian  enoracter,  he 
soon  afterwards  obtained  permanent  employment  in  the 
financial  department  of  the  house  of  A.  1.  Stewart  &Co. 

The  congregation  gathered  from  different  divisions  of 
the  Presbyterian  houBohold  in  North  Britain  and  Ireland 
did  not  altogether  harmonize  in  their  views  Of  the  vaJne 
of  the  ordinances  of  the  gospel,  and  as  "thrift"  sometiffles 
"  follows  fawning,"  some  of  thera  became  assimilateJ  to 
their  ecclesiastical  surroundings.  Their  prospects  for  per- 
manent employment  were  not  diminished  by  this  coutse. 
Here  Presbytery  interposed,  dissolved  the  church,  passed 
the  Session  roll  over  to  their  own  clerk,  and  authoriied 
him  to  give  a  certificate  to  every  member  in  good  stand- 
ing, if  they  should  desire  it. 

All  but  five  or  six  were  so  dismissed,  and  the  meeting- 
house was  (for  years)  let  to  the  city  for  school  purposes. 

Hartford,  Ct,  being  near  Thompson vilJe,  was  supplied 
with  preaching  by  the  Boston  Presbytery  after  FebruaiT 
23d,  1862.  That  court,  on  April  15th,  in  answer  to  qn  ap- 
plication from  ninety-four  jiersons,  to  them  granted  an 
organization,  which  was  effected  on  May  6th.  One  of 
those  who  officiated  among  thcni  was  the  Rev.  AVin.  B. 
Claybaugh.  In  answer  to  their  call,  he  was  on  the  dtj 
of  the  national  fast,  April  aoth,  1863,  installed  as  thdit 
pastor, 

Hia  father  had  been  pastor  at  Chillicothe,  and,  by  the 
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of  Theolc^y  nt  Oxford,     ^^H 
lessenger  ol  God,"  and     ^^H 

ight.     He  in  early  Ufa      ^^^ 

"I 


appointment  of  his  Synod,  Professor  o 
'  Ohio.     He  was  pre-eminently  a  "  messenger  c 
as  such  would  Be  reeognized  at  sight.     He 
(after  the  death  of  hia  mother)  suffered  much  from  bodily 
infirmity,  but  such  was  the  sweetness  of  his  disposition 
and  the  power  of  his  mind,  that  one  of  God's  "  honorable 
women,"  a  widow,  Mrs.  Margaret  MacLandburgli,  of  that 
town,  took  him  under  her  care,  and,  with  a  gentleman  of 
theplace,"  put  him  through  college."  He  "  was  an  eloquent 
man  and  mighty  in  the  Scriptures." 

His  son  was  slow  to  learn  that  "  there  is  no  royal  road 
to  geometry."  Hence  in  his  early  ministry  he  had 
changes.  liartford  did  not  suit  him  long,  and  on  January 
8th,  1865,  he  resigned  his  charge. 

To  them  the  Rev.  John  M.  Heron  was  appointed  supply, 
and  on  December  22dhewas  by  them  called.  His  install- 
ation took  place  on  January  17th,  1866.  Hoping  to  obtain 
public  worship  permanently,  the  congregation  purchased 
K  lot,  while  they  had  from  year  to  year  on  Sabbaths  the  use 
*>f  one  of  the  city  school-houses.  During  the  next  year 
eir  paator  was  for  several  months  confined  to  his  cham- 
r  by  a  eevere  fever,  which  eventually  for  years  deprived 
him  of  the  necessary  power  and  command  of  his  voice. 
His  resignation  became  a  necessity,  and  the  pastoral  reia- 
ijon  terminated  on  December  Slst,  1867.  On  May  fith, 
^868,  they- called  the  Rev.  R.  M.  Patterson,  but  of  their 
lall  he  did  not  accept. 

SoiUh  Boston.  Of  the  congregation  or^nized  on  Decem- 
ter  20th,  1846,  several  members  were  residents  in  this  part 
jf  the  citv.  Beside  the  Sabbath  services  and  the  weekly 
tueeting  for  prayer,  one  of  the  ruling  elders,  Mr.  John  Tay- 
lor, the  man  who  believed  in  imputed  guilt  and  imputed 
^hteousness,  for  several  years  conducted  evening  meetings 
freekly  in  South  Boston.  In  these  he  usually  read  an  in- 
structive Scriptural  essay.  In  1864  the  attendance  had  so 
ttcreaaed  that  on  Maj'  27th  those  resident  there  requested 
»  be  recognized  as  a  station  and  to  obtain  preaching.  The 
tation  was  opened  on  October  9th,  and  supply  appointed. 
Lh  organization  was  requested  on  December  I9th,  and  on 
Isnuary  8th,  1865,  so  soon  as  they  were  recognized  as  a 
Bhurch,  they  extended  a  call  to  the  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Clay- 
baiigb.    This  he  accepted  on  the  same  day  on  which  he 


was  released  from  Hartford.  The  congregation  was  e. 
but  spiriteii.  They  appreciated  their  privileges,  but  tie 
eastern  eccleaiaetical  atmosphere  Boon  made  him  wiser  (in 
hia  own  estimation)  than  hia  father  was.  The  principles 
involved  in  his  ordination  vows,  in  this  age  of  moaem 
conscience,  he  began  to  thinlc  were  too  rigid,  for  he  wanted 
"more  liberty,"  and  tendered  his  resignation  on  Dewinber 
2d.  In  this  the  congregation  concurred  on  the  18th,  which, 
being  on  the  26th  of  December,  1867,  made  known  to  Pres- 
bytery, they  ofBciaily  granted  his  request  Supply  waa 
then  to  them  appointed. 

WilkinsoJiville.  Probably  no  stream  of  its  size  in  New 
England  furnishes  more  manufacturing  villages  in  Ihe 
same  number  of  miles  than  does  the  Biackstone  river. 
Among  these,  Wilkin  son  ville  was  early  favored  with  a  col- 
ony possessed  of  much  moral  worth  from  Londondffiy 
county,  Ireland.  In  common  with  many  other  expatriated 
Presbyterians  in  this  region,  they  found  religious  usngea 
from  which  they  derived  but  little  spiritual  advantags. 
This  continued  for  years,  until  the  Rev.  Joseph  Cooper, 
D.  D.,  of  Philadelphia,  visited  them. 

They  were  afterwards  supplied  by  members  of  the  As- 
Bociate  Presbytery  of  Albany.  In  1855  the  church  wa3  0^ 
ganizcd,  and  on  February  28th,  1856,  the  Rev.  James  Wil- 
liamson was  installed  pastor,  and  was  in  this  position  on 
May  26th,  1858,  when  the  United  Presbyterian  Churcti  of 
North  America  was  constituted. 

The  congregation  and  its  pastor  subsequently  became 
identified  with  the  United  Presbyterian  Presbytery  of  Bos- 
ton. The  field  was  limited,  yet  when  manufacturing  was 
Sirosperous  they  built  a  neat  place  of  worship  and  inani- 
ested  liberality  in  sustaining  ordinances.  In  the  couise 
of  years  trouble  came.  Their  pastor  was  possessed  of 
good  abilities,  a  pleasant  and  a  taithful  man,  until  he  wM 
overcome  with  artificial  appetite,  not  with  the  fearful 
maelstrom  of  strong  drink,  but  by  an  article  much  more 
genteel,  scholarly  and  martial  in  the  estimation  of  too 
many,  by  tobacco.  To  it  he  fell  a  slave,  and  as  it  brougW 
on  delinuvi  tremens,  he  became  obscene,  until  facta  in  the 
matter  were  brought  before  Presbytery. 

His  character  was  now  irretrievably  stained,  and  hi* 
usefulness  in  his  pastorate  worse  than  gone,  for  while  1»  , 
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vas  dismissed  on  April  20tli,  1864,  the  condition  of  the 
_  congregation,  under  partiBiin  feeling,  had  become  such  that 
the  Presbytery  dissolved  the  church. 

It  is  one  of  the  anomahes  of  modern  Christianity  (say 
nothing  here  of  the  drunkard's  drink)  that  a  pa^an  vice 
should  be  allowed  to  destroy  soul,  body  and  character, 
even  among  the  ministry  of  reconciliation,  of  purity,  and 
of  holiness.  When  James  Cartier  wintered  near  where 
Montreal  now  stands,  in  1535-6,  he  found  among  the 
pa^ns  the  disgusting  "  weed."  Such  wa.s  its  control  as  an 
artificial  stimulant  over  the  stomach  of  the  "  poor  Indian," 
that  traders  of  that  race  brought  -it,  when  tiiey  brought 
nothing  else,  from  "  the  sunny  South,"  and  such  is  its  con- 
trol over  thoughtless  youth,  criminally  indulged,  that  mul- 
titudes "  have  their  wealth  "  bj'  the  production,  prepara- 
tion and  sale  of  this  vile  narcotic,  while  the  slaves  of  this 
habit  are  livine  under  the  doom  of  diminished  uaefulness, 
and  (as  a  rule,  with  comparatively  few  exceptions) 
fihoitmed  lives. 

It  ia  only  less  destructive  in  its  nature  and  tendencies 
than  opium,  over  which,  as  a  spectacle  before  God,  angels 
and  men,  we  have  to-day  the  pagan  government  of  China 
saying  to  Britain,  the  bulwark  of  Christianity  on  the  earth, 
aa  (he  heathen  stands  in  an  imploring  attitude  in  negotia- 
tion :  "  Flooding  our  country  with  opium  from  your  Indian 
Umpire  is  with  you  only  '  a  fiscal '  matter ;  with  us  it  is  a 
matter  of  conscience."  Yes,  tlie  feeble,  partial  pagan  eon- 
^ence  at  war  with  Christian  cupidity  and  avarice.  This 
j^pears  to  be  incredible. 

'*  la  ways  not  a  few,  this  unclean  habit  hinders  Sabbath 
saQctification  itself,  even  when  the  filthy  perfume  of  secu- 
r  time,  by  its  change  of  dress,  is  partially  removed.  The 
le  of  it  in  youth  gives  no  proniise  of  vigorous  manhood, 
r«i  in  military  lire.  HencOj  not  only  does  Germany  pro- 
iibit  the  use  of  it  to  her  commg  soldiers,  who  include  her 
oala  population,  but  to  the  honor  of  IJie  United  States, 
ler  cadets  at  West  Point  are  prohibited  from,  by  its  use, 
tiecoming  imbeciles;  the  pronainency  and  exception  of 
jx-President  Grant  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

To  the  minister  of  God  it  imparts  no  increasingly  clear 
penetration  into  tlie  mysteries  of  redeeming  love,  no  angeliq 
ones  to  his  utterances,  no  "  crucifying  of  the  fiesh  with  the 
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afTectione  and  lusts  "  in  his  awn  soul,  and  at  times,  as  n 
thia  deplorable  one,  it  gives  to  the  eneiniea  of  Christ  tie 
opportunity  of  being  "  partakers  of  other  men's  sins,"  and 
presents  defiance  to  the  command  of  him  who  says  to  each 
ambassador  of  Emmanuel,  "  Keep  thyself  pure." 

To  this  station  supplies  were  sent,  and  on  September 
19th,  1S65,  a  reorganiaition  was  granted.  Pursuant  to  a 
call  extended  to  him,  Mr.  Phihp  Young  Smith  was  o^ 
dained  and  installed  pastor  on  October  28th,  1866. 

Thus  stood  the  United  Presbyterian  Presbytery  of  Bcs- 
ton  at  the  end  of  this  quarter  of  a  century,  in  1868. 

The  Reformed  Presbyterians. 

1843-1888— Labors  of  their  ministere  in  Vermont  during  the  flnt  hilf 
of  this  century— Their  division  about  l!ie  elective  frunchise— The  M- 
lletuenl  of  Mr.  Beattie  in  Rvegate  and  Barnel — Of  them  familial 
came  to  Bonlon  about  1848— They  met  "  in  society  " — Rev.  A.  ftevfii- 
Ron  and  others  preached  to  them — Organized  aa  a  church— To hirE 
heed  to  the  doctrine— Patrick  Hamilton — Jaa.  Renwick^With  tin" 
the  truth  of  the  Bible  is  invincible — Do  not  allonr  cullateral  xyHW" 
— Ever  ready  to  associate— In  s  lew  years  obtain  a  pas[or— Rev.  J.K- 
Lawson — Eev,  Wm.  Graham— His  cause  establislial  by  1868. 

AVe  have  seen  their  labors  at  an  early  day  in  Vermont, 
where  the  Rev.  Messrs.  McKinney,  Gibson,  Miihgan,  Sloan, 
the  Wilsons,  Johnston  and  Shields  preached  during  the 
first  half  of  the  present  century  to  the  scattered  dwellere  in 
the  wilderness,  instructing  "inquirers  into  the  prinoiplfB 
of  Bible  faith,  Christian  testimony  and  social  order."  ^Vo 
have  also  alluded  to  their  division  about  the  use  of  the 
elective  franchUe,  and  noticed  that  the  Rev.  James  51.  Beat- 
tie  was,  ahout  1840,  called  to  be  the  pastor  of  Ryegate  »n^ 
Barnet,  where  he  has  labored  during  this  quarter  of » 
century. 

Among  others,  families  of  this  persuasion  came  to  Bos- 
ton about  1848-9  and  onwards.  Beside  worshipping  occa- 
sionally (and  some  of  them  statedly)  with  the  Associate 
Reformed  Church,  they  Cit  is  believed)  generally  ohseiwi 
their  Sabbath  meetings  "  in  society."  To  them  occaEdoD- 
ally,  after  May  5th,  1850,  the  Rev,  Andrew  Stevensou,  of 
New  York,  and  others,  ministered,  and  on  July  12th, 
1854,  a  church  of  twenty-one  members  was  organized  by* 
commission  of  their  New  York  Presbytery.    As  mimslerti 
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in  order  to  "  save  themselves  and  their  hearers,"  must  with 
vigilance  "  take  heed  to  the  doctrine,"  so  among  this  peo- 
ple "  sound  doctrine  "  lies  at  the  foundation  of  their  hopes 
of  heaven  and  of  their  associated  existence  upon  earth. 
To  errorista  tliey  never  "  bid  Godspeed." 

In  order  to  know  the  truth,  they  have  to  learn  it  and  to 
teach  it  diligently  unto  their  children.  From  the  death  of 
Patrick  Hamilton  down  to  the  murder  of  James  Eenwick, 
for  sixty  years,  they  never  did  believe  that  "  ignorance  was 
the  mother  of  devotion,"  and  find  them  where  you  will, 
they  are  believers  in  "  getting  understanding."  While  they 
.possess  an  average  nniount  of  the  knowledge  "of  science 
and  philosophy,  commonly  so  called,"  to  them  the  truth 
of  the  Bible  is  invincilile  and  irrefragable.  Hence,  in 
teaching  it  to  their  children  they  place  little  dependence 
on  the  less  slavish  and  more  genteel  way  of  modern  appli- 
.auces  outside  of  the  dirnily.  They  allow  no  collateral  sys- 
^me  to  supersede  the  fulfilment  of  parental  vows,  and, 
ttrhile  scattered  like  "  two  or  three  berries  in  the  top  of  the 
uppermost  bough,"  they  are  ever  ready  to  associate,  when 
■■Opportunity  is  to  them  afforded,  in  Divine  Providence, 
^Conseqtienlly,  for  above  two  years  they  labored  to  obtain 
A  pastor,  and  over  them,  on  November  20th,  1S56,  the  Rev, 
■James  Reed  Lawson  wrs  installed  by  a  commission  of 
their  New  York  Presbytery. 

In  coming  to  them  for  their  encouragement,  until  they 
jnight  become  more  steadfast,  he  left  his  previous  pastoral 
jcharge  in  New  Brunswick.  To  it  he  returned,  and  after 
September  23d,  M57,  this  vacancy  was  dependent  on  sup- 
plies until  the  first  Sabbath  of  March,  1860,  when  Mr, 
William  Graham,  a  licentiate,  commenced  to  labor  among 
them. 

To  them  his  services  were  acceptable,  and  in  answer  to 
their  call  he  was  ordained  and  installed  pastor  on  July 
12th  of  the  same  year  by  their  New  York  Presbytery. 

The  membership  of  the  church  was  then  thirty-two. 
Bringing  with  Iiiin  to  the  work  business  habits,  experience 
and  tact,  notwithstanding  the  apparently  exclusive  charac- 
ter of  his  "form  of  sound  words,"  he  {under  the  Divine 
blessing)  was  prospered  as  a  pastor,  and  at  the  end  of  this 
C[uarter  of  a  century,  1868,  his  cause  was  firmly  established 
an  Boston. 
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Each  of  the  last  aix  quarters  of  a  century  to  which  our 
tentton  has  been  turned,  we  have  begun  with  Old  Deny. 
I  our  last  we  saw  her  us  to  her  distinctive  principles  in 
ctrioe.  government  and  worship,  extinguiHhed  on  her 
'o  Boil  oy  the  qunai  theocracy  supported  by  the  Athe- 
10  democracy,  which  gave  specific  identity  to  New  Enp- 
id,  vocially,  civilly  and  religiously.  Before  the  final 
Urt  had  tied,  it  was  almost  agitated  to  procure  for  the 
rm  of  all  the  worth,  moral  and  material  of  this  old 
other  congregation,  a  monument.  Hence  the  ediU)r,8on 
tbt  ivuthor,  in  concluding  his  history  of  the  town,  says : 
[n  reg»rd  to  the  erection  of  a  moDUment  to  commemor- 
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ate  the  spot  on  which  the  first  Eermon  was  preached  in 
Londonderry,  it  may  be  remarked,  thiit  much  iiitereetis 
felt  in  the  execution  of  such  a  work  ai  an  early  day,  It 
is  believed  that  a  shaft,  or  obelisk  of  granite  may  be  com- 
pleted for  from  two  to  fuur  hundred  dollars.  The  editan 
18  authorized  to  say,  that  the  auni  of  fifty  dollnrs  may  be 
considered  as  pledged,  provided  ah  additional  sum  of  nnt 
leas  than  three  hundred  dollars  is  contributed  during  the 
year  1S51.  As  an  inscription,  on  the  front  side,  Isaiah 
xxxii.  2,  the  text  from  which  the  first  sermon  in  this  toffn 
■was  preached  (under  the  wide-spreading  branches  of  i 
venerable  oak,  which,  for  more  than  a  century,  iiiarlied 
this  spot)  by  the  Rev.  James  McGregor,  on  April  12th, 
1719,  would  be  appropriate. 

In  1851  Presbyterianism  in  this  town  was  dead  and 
buried,  and  the"  much  interest  felt"  became  a  thing  irf 
the  past.  An  apple-tree  ia  said  to  mark  the  sijot  asi 
monument  of  their  Presbyterian  worth.  In  entering  on 
this  quarter  of  a  centurv,  we  find  her  eulogy  pronounced 
on  the  one  hundred  an<5  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  Betlie- 
meut,  or  on  April  12th,  1869.  The  oratom  were  the  Hoa 
Charles  Bell,  Horace  Greeley,  Dr.  Taylor,  Professor  Patta^ 
son  and  others. 

The  compilation  of  their  speeches,  and  other  matter 
pertinent  to  the  occasion,  was  made  by  R,  C.  Mack,  Esq.. 
of  Londonderry,  and  forms  "  a  nicely  bound  book  of  IM 
pages.  It  has  gone  info  the  hands  of  the  antiquariiB 
stores,  and  is  held  at  high  prices." 

The  occasion  called  out  intellectual  power.*,  wliieb  it 
woidd  not  be  easy  to  surpass,  inherited  from  the  ScoMb* 
Irish;  but  as  to  the  logic  and  sound  doctrine  of  "the 
oppressed  brethren,"  only  an  echo  remained.  There  iras 
in  the  town  no  longer  "the  voice  of  rejoicing  and  of  salvi- 
tion,  even  in  the  dwellings  of  the  righteous,"  after  liw 
manner  of  "West  Running-brook;"  no  longer  thesin^ng 
of  "  sweet  psalms  "  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  ;  no  lon^ 
"the  doctrine  of  God  our  Saviour"  in  the  pulpit,  wh™ 
had,  even  then,  beconie*one  of  the  bulwarks  of  New  Enp 
land  theology !  But  "  Blessed  are  tlie  dead  which  die  in 
the  Lord." 

In  Londonderry  the  Rev.  William  House,  settled  Octo- 
ber 7th,  1857,  continued  to  be  pastor  till  February  2611, 
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.        Hie  pastorate  appears  to  have  been  harmonious. 

be  generation  were  gone  who  required  doctrine,  worship 
id  affection  between  pastor  and  people  of  the  Rev.  David 
icGregor  type.  Tho  passing  audiences  did  not  receive 
nd  heat  the  doctrine,  maintain  the  worship,  nor  feel  that 
Section.  After  two  years  of  spiritual  subsistence  on  sup- 
ly,  the  congregation  called  the  Rev.  Luther  B.  Pert. 
He  was  settled  over  them  on  February  23d,  1875.  In 
in  ministry,  it  is  believed,  he  was  faithful  under  his  cir- 
ttmstances,  but  tho  sjiirit  of  the  land  in  the  last  quarter 
f  the  nineteenth  century  overtook  him,  as  well  as  accumu- 
ttinR  years,  and  he  was  dismissed  in  September,  1879. 
"  There  is  that  scattereth  and  yet  increaaeth."  Whether 
IB  religiously  so,  with  this  old  church,  or  not,  I  know 
rt.  But  a  candidate  for  the  vacant  pulpit  was  told,  that 
Bcally  they  are  not  able  to  support  a,  pastor,  even  while 
bey  have  the  interest  of  the  nine  thousand  dollar  Pinksr- 
n  fund  by  way  of  supplement.  In  the  statistical  returns 
r  1881,  the  Rev.  Ira  C.  Tyson  is  reported  as  pastor  elect, 
id  the  membership  is  144,  So  that,  in  the  one  hundred 
id  forty-fifth  year  of  her  age,  this  church  la  fulfilling  her 
UBSion.  Let  it  be  remembered,  however,  that  the  in- 
Dription  on  Elder  Pinkerton's  tombstone  is  no  insignifi- 
imt  force  or  factor  in  keeping  her  in  her  denominational 
Mrition. 

'From  Antrim,  N.  II.,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bates  removed  in 
866.  "For  a  year  and  nn  half  this  church  then  lived  on 
le  variable  provender  afforded  by  candidates.  It  is  said 
at  about  twenty  of  thtse  poor  fellows  came  and  went. 
une  of  them  were  desirable  men  whom  the  congregation 
iuld  not  commiind." 

On  January  Ist,  1868,  Mr.  Warren  R.  Cochrane  (a 
bduate  of  Dartmouth)  began  service  here,  and  was  or- 

Rined  on  March  18th,  1869.  Having  "another  mnn's 
e  of  things  made  reiuly  to  his  hand,"  and,  in  1877,  a 
^ff  of  six  "  deacons  "  (this  word  is  possibly  in  the  Vocabu- 
iry  of  the  land  used  here  for  ruling  elders),  being  now  in 
lo  vigor  of  manhood,  he  is  prospering  in  the  Master's 
'ork,  returning,  in  1881,  a  roll  of  260  church  member. 
In  the  First  church,  NmeburypoTt,  the  ninth  pastor,  the 
lev.  Charles  S.  Durfee,  was  installed  September  8th,  1869. 
Eb  opportunity  for  leaving  any  very  permanent  impres- 
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Bnons  of  the  value  and  power  of  Divine  truth  upon  tw  peo- 
ple was  Bhort,  as  he  was  dismissed  on  July  29tb,  1872. 

He  was  on  May  7th,  1874,  succeeded  by  the  Re?.  Wil- 
liam W.  Newell,  Jr.  What  his  antecedente  were,  I  camint 
affirm,  but  his  pastorate  was  acceptable  and  succeESful. 
He  refii^ned  on  June  Sd,  1S80,  and  is  officiating  as  a  secre- 
tary in  New  York  city.  The  Rev.  Charles  C.  Wallace,  D.D., 
the  eleventh  pastor  since  1746,  was,  for  years,  a  proniinent 
orthodox  Congregationalist  pastor  at  Manchester,  N.  H, 
"What  his  type  of  theology  is,  is  not  affirmed,  hut  his 
beginning  has  been  numerically  very  favorable.  In  las 
than  one  year,  as  pastor,  he  reports  a  roll  of  321,  an  in- 
e^pase  over  the  report  of  1880  of  47  members. 

Ailer  continuing  as  a  vacancy  for  nearly  four  years,  the 
Second  Presbyterian  church,  Neioburyport,  called  the  Ret. 
WilUam  M.  Baker,  D.  D.,  who  was  installed  on  June  W&, 
1872. 

For  seventeen  years  the  mantles  of  Dana  and  Eells  had 
not  fallen  on  any  of  his  four  other  predecessors.  Thst 
Presbyterianism  appears  to  have  been  of  a  very  mild  tyjW. 
Consequently,  to  teach  and  uphold  tlie  doctrine  of  "salva- 
tion by  grace,"  he  found  to  be  difficult,  and  he  terminated 
a  pastorate  of  twenty-two  months  on  April  14th,  1874. 

How  far  the  commercial  depression  (began  on  Septeo- 
her  17th,  1873)  affected  his  people  in  sustaining  ordi- 
nances, cannot  be  stated,  but,  from  different  causes,  they 
had  become  "  men  of  like  passions  with  others  "  in  the  W- 
Ugious  communities  by  which  they  were  surrounded.  Con- 
sequently, after  his  departure  they  had  supplies  for  above 
three  years.  Among  these,  one  of  the  Methodist  pewu*- 
sion,  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Bartlett,  became  attractive,  and  was  in- 
stalled on  July  5th,  1877.  He  was  (in  his  way)  a  p"* 
gressive  with  the  youth  and  the  less  informed  part  o(  ths 
congregation.  New  methods,  more  attractive  than  preach- 
ing "  the  imsearchable  riches  of  Christ,"  were  employed  to 
allure  sinners  into  "  the  kingdom,"  and,  in  a  few  monthsi 
those  whose  hearts  "  trembled  for  the  ark  of  God "  had 
(after  much  trouble)  to  invoke  the  Presbytery  for  the  pre- 
servation of  their  ecclesiastical  existence.  ^ 

Men  in  the  ministry  are  at  times  "  held  highly  in  love, 
not  BO  much  "  for  their  work's  sake  "  as  for  inferior  coO" 
Biderationa.    So  it  was  here  by  the  inexperienced,  the  gfl 
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i  tlion^htleea ;  and  the  stru^le  was  not  short.    Still  it 
18  terminated  by  his  dismission  by  the  Presbytery  on 
I^DSt  3lBt,  1S79.     But  not  until  they  had  "bitten  and 
loured   one  another,"  and    became    extonaively  "  con- 
med."     For,  in  18S1,  his  name  does  not  appear  on  the 
of  the  denominuiion,  while  the  congregation,  reduced 
nieinberahip  ol'  52,  is  vacant. 
Among  the  variations  which  occurred  during  the  first 
"f  of  this  quarter  of  a  centurj',  we  have  to  note  the  ar- 
il of  the  Rev.  James  Blair  Dunn  in  Boston.     He  had  in 
K  York  entered  the  ministry  (according  to  the  Rev.  Dr. 
ird  of  his  own  Sv-nod)  at  first  among  the  Methodists. 
,  was  a  readv  speaker  on  temperance  subject,  was  re- 
ited  bv  the  iiew  School  Presbyterians,  and  in  their  con- 
ttjon  had  before  1868  officiated  in  New  York  city. 
Hie  congregation  in  Boston  gathered  by  the  Rev.  A.  S. 
air,  as  in  connection  with  the  Canadian  portion  of  ths 
le  Church  of  Scotland,  and  cared  for  by  the  Rev.  John 
»  and  the  Rev.  Wm.  McLaren,  since  1858  had  from 
le  Old  School  party  "  enjoyed  as  pastors  and  stated  sup- 
f  the  Rev.  Messrs.  KIg^U,  Bixby  and  De  Lancy,  and  it 
now  vacant.     A  Rev.  Mr.  Cochrane,  then  resident  in 
Jersey,  was  willing  (it  was  said)  to  serve  them,  but 
exceptioDS  to  the  debt  of  twenty-five  thousand  dol- 
at  that  time  resting  on  their  church  estate  (purchased 
I  the  Unitarians  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mogill),  and  it  is 
recommended  his  friend  to  (as  they  were  for  years 
id)  "  the  Beach  Street  church  people."    Although  ho 
on  previous  occasions  visited  them,  his  i^ermanent 
ces  began  with  September,  1868.    A  Mr,  Weston  had 
m  successful  in  walking  from  Maine  to  Chicago,  and 
to  this  walk,  by  drawing  an  allegory,  the  preacher  a»- 
lished  his  hearers,  and  with  each  succeedmg  Sabbath 
liU  the  wonder  grew,"  until  before   the   equinox  ha 
i  become  the  man  of  their  choice.    The  Londonderry 
•bytery  had  long  held  one  of  its  stated  meetings  on 
I  last  Wednesday  in  October,  but  in  order  to  expedite 
all  and  settlement,  by  examining  and  admitting  this 
itleman.  for  a  certificate  of  official  staflding  was  not 
a  a  sufficient  passport  from  the  New  to  the  Old  School 
riaion,  that  court  was  convoked   to   meet   in   Boatoa 
the  first  day  of  said  month. 
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Of  the  members  from  the  rural  districts,  the  modaKtor, 
the  Rev.  Jlr.  House,  of  Londonderry,  and  the  Rev.  Dt. 
AUeu,  from  Marbleliead,  attended.  A  working  force  waa 
improvised  by  calling  to  their  aid  some  three  or  more  pas- 
tors from  the  orthodox  churches  of  the  city.  Dr.  AJleo 
was  a,  Calvinist,  "  a  master  in  Israel,"  and  Mr.  House  in- 
sisted that  he  should  examine  the  candidate. 

This  duty  fell  officially  on  the  moderator,  who,  bat  too 
fairly,  represented  the  shrivelled  court  by  asking  as  a 
first  question,  "  Mr.  D.  Are  there  more  Gods  than  one?" 
This  and  the  next  one  were  answered  satisfactorily. 

But  "the  decrees  "  disturbed  their  harmony,  and  "the 
special  act  of  providence  "  in  the  twelfth  question  in  the 
New  England  primer  being  to  some  of  them  a''foolia!i 
and  an  unlearned  question,  gendered  strife." 

The  applicant  was  a  master  of  tact,  and  as  two  consider- 
ations pressed  upon  his  mind,  the  fear  that  he  might  1» 
interrogated  through  the  book,  and  that  his  suapenae 
might  last  till  "  the  going  down  of  the  sun,"  he  of  the  de- 
baters began  to  ask  questions.  This  flank  movement  pro- 
tected him,  but  it  did  not  stay  their  sectarian  rancor, 

"  Did  all  mankind  fall  in  Adam's  first  tran^reasioa?" 
when  by  him  answered  aroused  in  some  of  them  "fie 
wrath  of  man."  They  "  waxed  valiant  in  figiht."  Tlii! 
could  not  be  controlled  when  it  was  asked,  "  Wherein  con- 
sists the  sinfulness  of  that  estate  whereinto  man  fdl?" 
Polemic  "  New  England  theology  "  against  Calvinism,  with 
the  aid  of  the  opinions  of  the  New  School  Presbyterian  ap- 
plicant, madetheir  "anger  fierce."  "Brotherly  love,"  even 
of  the  type  of  "  Joab  and  Amasa,"  and  the  quasi  Presby- 
tery now  "  shook  hands  and  parted."  For  when  the 
question  was  reached,  "What  is  the  misery  of  that  estate 
whereinto  man  fell?  "  it  was  no  longer,  "  Blest  be  the  tie 
that  binds,"  but  the  termination  of  their  associated  worS, 
They  fell  "  out  by  the  way,"  and  separated.  With  Hiia 
question  unanswered,  the  applicant  was  admitted. 

The  combatants  ceased  before  th^  had  completed  "the 
first  man  Adam  "  and  the  liistory  of^his  covenant. 

"The  second  man,  the  Lord  from  heaven,"  although  il 
was  supposed  that  as  a  Presbytery  they  had  constituted  by 
iuB  "  power  "  aud  "  in  his  name,'  they  did  not  reach. 

The  electing  love  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus,  his  person,  rf 
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fices  and  work,  and  the  application  of  his  redemption  to 
men  by  the  Holy  Spirit  were  not  overtaken. 

The  apphcant  afterwards  gave  "the  conclusion  of  the 

matter  "  to  the  late  Rev.  John  Brash  in  this  way :  "  They 

began  by  asking  me  if  there  were  more  Gods  than  one? 

and  left  me  in  a  state  of  misery.     In  this  condition  they 

admitted  mef  and  I  am  a  good  Old  School  Presbyterian." 

This  farcical  procedure  shuwed  liow  far  a  part  of  the 

■  actors   "had  learned   Christ,"  how  far  they  nad  "been 

taught  by  him  as  the  truth  is  in  Jesus,"  how  competent  or 

otherwise  a  majority  of  them  were  to  "  take  care  of  the 

house  of  God,"  and  just  to  what  a  degree  the  charity  of 

the  last  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  will  subserve  or 

maintain  '"sound    doctrine,"  promote   the  salvation  of 

IjBOuls  and  the  glory  of  Jehovah.     If  historical  truth  did 

tot  demand  it,  gladly  would  I  say,  "  Publish  it  not  in  the 

treets  of  Askelon." 

'  Thus  admitted  to  Presbytery  and  placed  in  charge  of  the 
Ongregation,  he  spread  himself  out  in  eclectic  style.  Be- 
ide  the  one  hundred  and  ten  members  brought  there  by 
he  Rev.  Mr.  Bixby  from  the  Pine  street  orthodox  church, 
od  outlying  Presbyterians  gathered  in  by  his  predeces- 
bra,  colonial  agitations  providentially  favored  him.  The 
bnfederation  of  the  provinces  forming  Canada  was  ex- 
eedingly  disagreeable  to  many  persona,  especially  in 
lova  Scotia.  They  by  it  believed  their  prosperity  to  be 
etarded,  and  large  numbers  in  the  mommg  of  manhood 
nd  womanhood  left  their  Presbyterian  homes,  and  came 
a  Boston. 

Having  (in  many  cases)  no  well-informed  conscientious 
iews  of  "  truth  "  and  "  sound  doctrine,"  much  leas  of  "  a 
mre  offering  "  of  the  appointed  praise  to  God  in  worship, 
be  name  Presbyterian  was  to  them  too  generally  enough, 
philethey  were  well  entertained  with  a  teacher  in  "gown 
*d  bands,"  and  associated  with  a  lai^e  compound  congre- 
«tion  "  rejoicing  at  the  sound  of  the  organ.  He  praised 
ne  people  for  their  gifts  in  prayer.  He  arranged  prayer- 
neetings  for  the  junior  men  and  women  in  juxtaposition 
rf  place  and  time,  so  that  when  their  devotions  were 
inded,  they  readily  met  one  another. 
.  Beside  this,  a  committee  were  employed  to  see  the  ladies 
lome.    For  a  Mr,  Piiilip,  who  had  left  his  betrothed  in 
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Scotland,  this  duty  of  continued  escort  lost  its  chum. 
He  would  not  "  be  won  by  the  conversation  of"  the  ladies, 
and  he  left  them. 

This  pnstor  entered  the  eclectic  ecclesiastical  field  w 
freeljr  in  hia  arrangements  under  the  Presbyterian  name, 
that  in  addreaaing  hie  people  once  on  a  convivial  occasion, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Angier,  then  supply  of  the  South  Boettra 
Presbyterian  Church,  said  to  them,  "  You  here  in  B««di 
street,  are  substantially  Presbyterians ;  you  are  part  a- 
tbodox  Congregationalists,  and  you  have  adopted  the  bat 
parts  of  Methodism,  This  makes  you  a  strong  church,  sod 
that  is  what  you  are." 

According  to  rules  noted  by  a  Mr.  Roe,  which  It 
adopted,  "the  pastor  considered  "himself  the  cxoculiveof- 
ficer  and  leader  of  the  church,  and  every  member,  cilhef 
as  officer  or  private,  had  something  to  do."  The  wirli 
was  arranged  in  twelve  departments,  and  the  numericd 
increase  was  very  great.  In  three  years  (_accordinf!  lo  .Mr. 
Roe)  the  church  had  added  to  ita  roll  the  names  of  ii 
hundred  and  fifty  persons. 

His  process  of^  reception  was  easy.  "  How  do  you  Jal, 
Mr.  A.  ?  "  answered  all  purposes  in  one  case.  His  requirf 
ments  for  admission  became  not  a  little  simplitiod  aJte 
the  reunion  of  the  New  and  Old  School  parties,  on  No- 
vember 12th,  1869,  when  an  "assent  to  acreed"wMM 
longer  considered  to  be  necessary,  excepting  for  tDUUBtcn, 
elders  and  deacons. 

If  this  had  been  the  manner  of  the  Old  SchoolWuje 
the  reunion,  the  church  rolls  of  his  predecessors  mi^t 
have  been  much  larger. 

He  also  employed  the  press  to  advantage,  not  only  hy 
inserting  on  Saturday,  tinder  some  odd  designation,  th< 
topic  for  Sabbath,  but  as  one  of  his  elders  was  on  an  M- 
itorial  staff,  a  scholarly  presentation  of  bis  subject  vat 
very  generally  given  on  Monday.  Beyond  all  this  abiltliT 
in  ecclesiastical  administration,  bis  financial  skill  was  n- 
perior.  Here  he  was  "the  executive  officer  and  leader  of 
the  church  "  also.  Under  his  plastic  hand  the  finaatn 
increased  from  about  82,000  previously,  so  as  to  secnie  to 
him  in  three  years  $5,000  per  annum. 

"  Riding  the  whirlwind  "  of  prosperity  was,  howevK, 
casiw  than  "directing  the  storm  "  which  it  raised.    In  co- 
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Bpetalion  with  him,  men  of  substance  bought  a  church  es- 
tate on  Springfield  street,  over  which  (as  in  "  Beach  Street 
church")  he  endeavored  to  "consider  himself  the  exec- 
■ative  officer  and  leader."  Men  are  creatures  of  opinioD, 
and  others  did  not  thus  view  the  enterprise. 

The  loss  of  the  helm  became  a  heavy  strain  on  his  ani' 
'bition ;  his  "  strength  became  weakened  in  the  way,"  and 
with  his  physician  (Dr.  W.)  he  made  his  first  tour  for  re- 
cuperation to  Cape  Breton.  As  "nothing  succeeds  like 
-Buccess,"  not  a  few  ministers  in  that  region  consigned  theJF 
znembers  to  his  care,  and  to  him  in  autumn  they  came  by 
Bcores.  This  process  was  (during  another  summer)  re- 
peated with  success.  The  increase  of  hia  charge  from 
Wl  these  appUances  was  decidedly  very  great.  So  much 
■so,  that  an  intelligent  Calvinist,  from  Belfast,  told  the 
writer,  "  We  are  getting  in  large  numbers,  if  there  was  ony 
Tvay  to  feed  them." 

He  had  not  a  few  who  were  ready  to  "  say  amen  at  his 
^ving  -of  thanks,"  but  one  of  these,  who  gave  more  de- 
monstrative evidence  than  others  (boldly  declaring  that 
**  Mr.  D.  was  the  man,  every  sermon  which  be  preached 
-converted  a  soul "),  after  a  few  years  thus  extolling  his 
^stor,  was  immersed. 

Not  content  with  the  duties  of  the  pastorate,  in  imita- 
(tion  of  the  Rev.  Charles  Spurgeon,  he  opened  a  theologi- 
cal seminary. 

Assuming  the  position  of  president,  from  the  Rev.  Dt. 
tHodge's  Lectures  aa  a  text-book,  he  gave  his  weekly  pre- 
Jections.  The  Rev.  Soltau  P.  Calhoun,  then  of  Lowell, 
.filled  the  chair  of  languages,  and  the  Rev.  Jlr.  Gardner, 
lOf  Jamaica  Plains,  as  a  third  professor,  supplemented  all 
rbeeded  instruction  not  given  by  the  others.  Three  pupils 
^t  "  at  the  feet  of  these  three  doctors  of  the  law."  One 
M^  these,  trained  (near  d'Alsace)  under  a  parental  roof, 
nrhere  family  worship  was  maintained,  "evening,  and 
tnaoming  and  at  noon,  had  acted  as  a  preacher  among  the 
Liegoiar  Baptists  before  he  united  with  this  pastor's  church, 
iJle  had  also  sought  licensure  from  the  First  Boston  Pres- 
bytery. But  as  they  required  the  equivalent  of  a  course 
of  study  at  a  college,  he  withdrew,  and  not  knowing  that 
."there  is  no  royal  road  to  geometry,"  be  sought  it  here. 
"Work,  church  work,  Bible  reading,  services  of  song  and 
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lay  preaching  were  now  in  vogue  extensively,  as  snbstitntefl 
for '  the  work  of  the  ministry,"  and  he  thought  to  transceni 
these  by  a  course  of  study  at  Beach  street 

The  others  also  were  men  "  desiring  a  good  work,  the 
office  of  a  bishop."  The  grace  of  novelty  gradually  wore 
of,  and  as  the  professors  found  only  toil  in  the  enterpriae, 
it  was  abandoned.  Mr.  A,  resumed  his  "craft"  as  a  csf 
ver,  Mr,  M.  his  "occupation"  as  a  carpenter,  and  Mr.  V, 
was  afterwards  settled  as  a  minister  in  a  Free-will  Baptist 
congregation  in  South  Boston ! 

To  make  bo  much  inculcation  effective,  Calvinistic  books 
were  entrusted  by  the  business  superintendent  of  the 
Board  of  Publication  at  Philadelphia  to  a  Mr.  F.  W. 
Walsh,  who  attempted  (it  would  almost  seem)  "  to  beard 
the  lion  in  his  den,"  by  exposing  them  for  sale  in  a  part 
of  the  "  Wesleyan  Association  Building  "  in  Boston.  "Ar- 
minianism  had,"  a  century  before,  "  become  respectable" 
in  New  England,  and  now  in  its  geometrical  ratio,  amidst 
its  varied  ramifications  and  products  on  the  common 
mind,  this  enterprise  could  be  but  a  little  more  hopeful, 
than  the  case  of  the  winter  traveller  on  the  uninhabited 

Erairie,  when  he  strikes  his  last  match  to  kindle  brush  to 
eep  himself  from  perishing. 

Beside  Mr.  W.  a  saleswoman  was  eniplo5'ed,  wages  ran 
on,  the  sales  did  not  become  extensive,  and  the  entfirprise, 
like  almost  any  other  instrumentality  which,  there,  would 
bring  men  to  a  knowledge  of  "  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus, 
was  chilled  off.*  Mr.  W.  seems  to  have  been  a  failare, 
and  when  his  stock  was  scattered,  the  manuscript  records 
of  former  Presbyteries,  lodged  there  by  the  thougbflffiB 
custodian,  were  lost.  One  volume  of  them  was  aftHwari* 
discovered  and  restored  by  a  clergyman  of  the  Baptist 
persuasion.  Beside  this  volume  {as  their  clerk  informed 
me)  they  have  no  records  anterior  to  1869.  This  werean 
irretrievable  loss,  if  said  minutes  had  not  been  copied. 

Noveltv,  agitation,  sociables,  receptions,  concerts,  piC" 
nics,  Roe  B  arrangements  and  sensationalism  had  now  been 
invoked ;  but,  not  having  the  abiding  character  of  doctrinal 
truth,  they  "waxed  old."    With  the  pastorate,  the  semi" 

Q  there  sLilI  be  obtnined  il  il>« 
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Bary  and  book-atoro,  beside  (for  a  season")  a  parochial 
reading-room  on  his  hands,  he  became  great,  and  to  re- 
cuperate, if  not  to  become  greater,  he  must  travel,  Hav- 
"  previously  persuaded  his  General  Assembly,  that  he 
the  fit  representative  man  of  their  denomination 
lifiyond  any  other,  to  appear  before  similar  church  courts 
n  North  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  equal  of  the  Rev. 
pr,  Cuyler,  "  whose  praise  is  in  all  the  churches,"  he, 
terly  in  March,  1872,  proceeded  to  Europe,  Africa  and 
'  sia. 

By  weekly  paying  communications  to  a  good  paper  in 
Boston,  and,  of  course,  his  expenses  to  and  from  Great 
Britain  borne  by  those  who  sent  him,  hia  expenditures 
(fere  not  severe.  In  the  meantime  he  garnered  enough  of 
&e  "  Footsteps  of  St.  Paul "  to  form  many  a  popular  dia- 
»urse  after  his  return.  One  difficulty  had  in  the  previ- 
lua  year  crossed  his  path. 

Some  persons,  familiar  with  the  writings  of  the  late 
&ev.  R.  M.  McCheyne,  thought  they  could  trace  an  anal- 
igy  bordering  on  identity,  between  a  manual  of  that  au- 
"Sor  and  one  published  by  this  pastor  over  his  own  name. 
ome  of  those  emharked  in  the  Springfield  Street  church 
nterprise  were  credited  with  tliis  discovery.  They  had 
row  refused  his  counsel,  and  went  the  length  to  say,  that 
a  that  church  they  "must  have  an  educated  man." 

From  his  mission  he  returned  in  time  to  aid  in  making 
-  most  advantageous  sale  of  the  Beach  Street  church 
State.  At  somp  twelve  dollars,  or  so,  per  each  foot  square, 
t  brought  $115,000.  By  applying  to  a  judge  of  the 
'Supreme  Court  in  Chambers,  he  sanctioned  the  sale 
cd  gave  to  the  city  a  title,  while  the  city  attorney  de- 
tlared,  that  in  no  other  way,  as  Preshyterians,  could  they 
ive  a  reliable  deed.  The  debt  of  825,000  was  now  re- 
loved,  and  the  city  afterwards  sold  the  part  not  taken  to 
dden  the  street,  for  less  than  five  dollars  per  foot  square. 
Up  town  "  had  been  the  idea  with  him,  so  that  he  might 
Hare  the  dwellers  in  the  "Back  Bay  "mansions  to  be- 
ome  Presbyterians.  The  "  Court  in  Chambers,"  when  it 
greated  for  the  city  a  title  to  the  church  site,  sanctioned 
Seir  occupancy  by  the  congregation  of  a  selected  lot. 
lie  new  building  must  have  a  capacity  for  two  thousand 
itters,  or  it  would  not  please  the  pastor.    After  keeping 
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him  at  bay  for  a  year,  during  which  time  they  hired  a 
Baptist  church,  their  house  was  finally  constructed  to  Beat 
twelve  hundred  and  forty  persons,  leaving  a  lot  unoccu- 
pied. Entering  the  market  with  ninety  thousand  dollais, 
and  having  the  material,  stone,  brick,  iron  and  wood  con- 
tained in  their  former  edifice  to  use,  they  ought  to  have 
completed  a  house  large  enough  for  anything  there  under 
the  Presbyterian  name,  but  it  was  otherwise.  The  struc- 
ture has  four  gables  and  on  each  of  the  north  and  west 
ones  he  placed  a  massive  stone  cross,  while  the  steepls 
was  carried  up  to  the  summit  of  the  roof  and  remains  a 
monument  of  higher  aspirations,  even  far  above  the  in- 
tended one  hundred  and  sixty  feet  of  spire.  Among  "Bos- 
ton notions"  you  can,  in  Boyiston  street,  buy  "religions 
goods."  "Religious  goods"  must,  in  order  to  glorify  God 
and  save  souls,  be  exposed  to  use  under  "  religious  light." 
and  they  cannot  all  be  placed  in  one  market.  Some  of 
them  must  be  put  in  position,  before  they  are  consecratfii 
and  enjoyed  religiously,  such  as  vestries  (2  Kings  x.  23), 
altars,  organs,  holy  water,  baldachins  and  bells.  Nearly 
all  others,  probably,  may  be  found  at  the  counter. 

"  Religious  light"  is  costly,  yet  two  large  windows  ftoni 
the  street,  not  unlike  "  extravasated  blood,"  were  put,  one 
in  the  north  and  one  in  the  west  wall.  "  In  one  are  em- 
blems of  the  Lamb,  Bible,  Cross  and  Crown,  Alpha  and 
Omega,  and  two  fine  figures  of  Matthew  and  Mark ;  in  the 
other,  the  emblems  are  the  Cup,  Anchor,  Dove,  7. 3.  S., 
and  the  other  evangelists." 

The  old  Unitarian  "organ  became  essentially  newby 
new  adornments,  frescoed  pipes,  greater  capacity  and  ea- 
largement."  All  this  was  "dedicated"  on  January  5tli, 
1877. 

Failing  to  see  Presbyterian  scriptural  simplicity  in  these 
decorations,  the  people  allowed  him  to  extensively  use  his 
own  means  in  the  purchase.  This  chafed  him  ane«, 
while  twenty  thousand  dollars  more  had  to  be  borrowed 
to  pay  up  till  1876,  the  date  cut  on  the  house-comer.  On 
a  second  mortgage  six  thousand  dollars  additional  were 
obtained,  while  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  to  cover  a  "float- 
ing "  debt,  had  the  endorsement  of  one  of  the  deacons  (a 
man  of  substance)  on  the  note  of  the  committee.  The  in- 
tetest  of  this  the  deacon  ceased  to  pay,  by  having  the  uu- 
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iOCcupied  portion  of  the  church  lot  sold  for  two  thoueand 
■dollars.     This  relieved  him,  but  it  only  reduced  the  ar- 

arages  claimed  to  fifteen  hundred  dollars.    "Theblesa- 

Inesa  they  spoke  of,"  and  the  "  plucking  out  of  eyes  to 

ve  to  "  him  in  former  years  (Gat  iv.  16j,  were  now  float- 
Og  into  the  past. 

Removals  from  the  city,  although  numerous,  were  not 
he  only  cause  of  decrease  in  his  numbers.  Popery  drew 
Mu:k,  perhaps,  but  one  of  those  taken  from  her  fold ;  tho 
ither  two  persuasions,  of  Presbyterians  a  few,  while  the 
Tetiiodistfi,  the  Episcopalians,  and  several  of  the  Congrfi- 

itionalist  species,  such  as  the  Orthodox,  Baptists,  Ply- 

touth  Brethren  and  Unitarians  came  each  in  for  a  share. 

Trips  to  Florida  were  now  of  no  permanent  avail.    Dis- 

Ippointment  was  upon  him,  and  his  health  failed  in  the 

^RV  of  trial.     He  had  undertaken  a  twenty-five  thousand 

loilar  enterprise  on  September  1st,  1868,  and  had  now  to 

iccumb  to  the  crop  produced  by  the  seed  sown  by  his 

vn  hand. 

To  his  Assembly,  in  May,  1878,  he  reported  a  church 
Dembership  of  1,100;  to  the  same  court,  in  1879,  he  re- 
orted  610,  and  on  September  28th,  1879,  he  preached  to 

lem  his  farewell  discourse.  Tact,  even  when  aided  by- 
modern  inventions,  in  professedly  proclaiming  the  gospel, 
rill  not,  without  "  the  doctrine  of  God  our  Saviour,'*  faith- 
illy  preached,  be  owned  by  the  Holy  Spirit  in  applying 
tho  redemption  purchased  by  Christ"  to  immortal  souls. 
n  8o  far,  aa  he  "  preached  the  word,"  his  ministry  was 
leased  and  succesaful. 

Of  the  "shady  side"  I  say  nothing,  and  only  further 

&t«,  that,  in  1809,  he  engineered  a  new  Presbytery  into 

:istence.  The  old  historic  one,  Londonderry,  having  ex- 
ited (oflf  and  on)  about  ]'J4  years  at  the  iibove  date,  he, 

id  thofle  associated  with  him,  were  pleased  to  have  call«u 

le  Presbytery  of  Boston. 

Tho  Synod  having  jurisdiction  over  the  Presbytery  to 
rbwh  the  Kev.  Roliert  Annan  and  the  Federal  Street 
boroh  boloii^icd  in  1785,  had,  on  July  Ilth,  IH54,  consti- 
nted  tho  Boston  Presbytery.  It  might  not  have  been  to 
dipe«  the  lirwt,  that  the  second  one  held  its  stated  meet- 
on  the  same  day  of  the  same  month,  which  had  for 
B  been  chosen  Sy  the  other.    "Peradventure,  it  w&a 
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oversight"  How  much  mcreoee  of  spiritual  volume 
and  power,  Presbyterian  ism  and  "the  truth  aa  it  is  in 
Jesus,"  received  through  it  in  those  eleven  years  by  his 
instrumentality,  I  do  not  profess  to  say.  The  reader,  for 
himself,  can  determine. 

On  June  4th,  1880,  the  Rev.  W.  Brenton  Greene,  Jr.,  was 
ordained  and  installed  as  his  Biiccessor,     The  salary  was    ^ 
razeed  to  82,000  per  annum,  and  the  church  (notwith-  — 
standing  the  increase  of  its  debt)  when  vacant  rolled  up^^ 

numbers,  reporting  in  May,  1880,  688  members,  or  an  in . 

crease  of  seventy-eight  over  the  last  year  of  the  pastoi*^^ 
ministration  B. 

While  all  the  Rev.  Mr.  Greene's  antecedents  were  moft.-^ 
favorable,  and  hia  future  is  very  promising,  yet  his  ca&  ^ 
shews  a  lack  of  judgment  but  too  often  witnessed  in  cal^l- 
ing  a  pastor. 

Instead  of  (in  this  large  congregation')  selecting  onewh^Q 
from  years  of  previous  study  and  inurement  to  worry^ 
could  "endure  nardnese,"  the  inexperience  of  vouth  w«j 
chosen  for  the  forefront  of  the  hottest  battle,  an^  whether, 
from   the  continued    reaction   of  the  "Tabernacle,"  the 
turgid  state  of  the  previous  pi\stor's  roll  (if  purged)  from 
removals  or  deaths,  notwithatanding  the  admission   of 
thirty-four  on  examination,  and  fifty  by  certificate  (a  fine 
increase)  his  return  to  his  assembly  in  May,  1881,  was 
only  402,  or  286  less  than  at  his  induction.    Thene  results 
would  there  indicate  the  faithful  preaching  of  "  the  truth 
as  it  is  in  Jesus,"  and  not  the  "  prophesying  of  smooth 
things." 

Windham,  N.  H.    On  June  2d,  1868,  the  Rev.  Joseph  ^ 
Lanman  was  ordained  over  this  church.    He  was  not  par 
ticularly  successful,  and  the  relation  was  dissolved  on 
February  6th,  1872. 

The  Rev,  Charles  Packard  was  installed  on  April  2 
1873,  and  died  on  February  20th,  1881,  leaving  awii 
and  three  children.    The  church,  during  its  existence  o: 
one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  years,  has  had  eight  paatOBJ 
and  he  was  the  fifth  who  has  died  among  that  people. 

Fifty-three  were  added  to  the  church  during  his  m 
istry.  As  a  pastor  he  was  faithful.  The  four  etdera  ■ 
turn  to  the  Assembly  a  roll  of  136.  I 

In  hia  days  of  upward  and  onward  the  Rev.  J.  B,  Dll 


.il29th,l 
a  widavl 
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Htd  a  Btation  opened  in  Lynn,  Mass.  His  ambition  was 
D  "  hive  off  a  cnurch  every  year, "  The  enterprise  was  not 
nccessful.  Neither  was  one  of  a  eimilar  kind  coaimenced 
D  Jamaica  Plains,  where  the  Rev.  Abraham  S.  Gardiner 
iireached  for  a  time. 

He,  Rev.  Mr.  Gardiner,  then  removed  to  Reading,  Mass., 
nd  preached  some  seven  times  in  1872,  and  in  autumn, 
n  request,  took  cliarge  of  the  new  enterprise.  At  its  or- 
anization,  the  church  consisted  of  twenty  members. 
^e  Rev.  Mr.  Gardiner  was  then  chosen  pastor,  and  in- 
tolled  on  May  7th,  1873.  Their  "  society  was  incorpor- 
ited  in  June.  An  edifice  was  begun  in  October,  and  it 
ras  dedicated  on  February  26th,  1874.  In  August,  1875, 
he  pastor  resigned. 

;  About  the  1st  of  September,  1875,  Mr.  P.  M.  McDonald 
ifaa  invited  to  supply  the  pulpit. 

■fti  September  3d,  1871,  a  prayer-meeting  in  the  Gaelic 
biguage  was  begun  in  the  lecture  hall  of  the  United 
^eabyterian  Church  in  Boston  by  a  Mr.  Ewen  McDougall, 
^sted  by  others,  which  was  very  beneficial  to  scores  in 
he  city,  who  but  imperfectly  understood  preaching  ia 
English. 

This  prospered  for  years,  and  as  it  wag  the  mother 
ongue  of  Mr.  McDonald,  when  he  came  to  Reading,  ha 
ook  these  people  under  his  care.  When  he  was  ordained, 
te  was  installed  pastor  of  the  church  in  Reading  and  of 
be  chapel  in  Boston  (nine  miles  apart)  on  June  15th, 
876.  TJie  meeting-house  in  Reading  cost  six  thousand 
lollars,  the  lot  and  one  thousand  were  given  by  Mr.  B, 
loyce,  and  the  pastor,  by  giving  five  hundred  himself,  was 
Babied  by  exertion  to  see  the  whole  amount  paid.  The 
jttendance  at  the  chapel  on  Sabbath  evenings  has  in- 
reased  yearly,  and  when  the  meeting-house  rented  from 
be  German  Reformed  Church  became  too  small,  they 
l^oved  in  1881  into  the  church  in  Springfield  street,  for- 
lerly  (for  a  season)  occupied  by  the  congregation  gath- 
isd  Dy  the  Rev.  John  H.  Munroe,  now  pastor  of  the  Cen- 
tal Church,  Philadelphia.  The  pastor  reports  from  Read- 
Bg  a  membership  of  152. 

'  East  Boston.  The  Rev.  M,  A.  De  Pew,  who  was  installed 
Cnly  11th,  1867,  resigned,  and  his  resignation  was  accepted 
;iily  12th,  1869.    The  Rev.  E.  P.  Ackerman  was  called  on 
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the  same  day,  but  his  health  bo  failed  that  he  could  not 
accept,  nnd  he  left  in  about  two  months.  On  Janaaiy 
19th.  1S70,  the  Rev.  Dr.  James  Riehards  was  called.  Re 
was  installed  on  February  9th,  1870,  anti  his  resignation 
was  aecepted  on  February  5th,  1872.  After  these  fitfiil 
changes,  Divine  Providence  next  sent  to  this  congregation 
the  Rev.  Edward  Annan,  a  faithful  man,  and  much 
blessed  his  ministry.  The  field  waa  a  good  one,  and  it 
was  well  tilled.  During  his  years  of  labor  here  (for  he 
had  been  previously  pastor  of  a  church  in  Halifax,  Nova 
Scotia),  his  health  miled,  and  as  he  saw  his  own  "  strength 
weakened  in  the  way,"  to  the  utmost  of  his  abilitv  hs 
"ceased  not  to  warn  every  one"  to  be  "ready."  f'rom 
April  2d,  1872,  he  "occupied"  till  January  10th,  1878, 
when  in  the  midtime  of  man's  allotted  days  he  entered  into 
rest. 

Churches  are  directed  to  remember  and  follow  the  faith 
of  those  who  have  spoken  to  them  the  word  of  God,  bat 
where  "  an  Athenian  democracy  "  permeates  the  religioM 
mind,  this  is  not  easily  done.  This  people  had  now  W 
Zook  for  another  pastor,  and  while  hundreds  of  excellent 
men  in  the  denomination  are  "standing  idle  in  the 
market,"  apparently  from  the  want  of  a  judicious  arrange- 
ment, the  supply  and  demand  are  not  properly  at  aS 
times  brought  into  contact. 

Hence  even  those  of  another  persuasion  may  step  in,  as 
did  Bartlett  in  Newburyport,  and  obtain  the  confidence 
of  a  people.  So  many  who  are  not  pastors  desire  lahor, 
that  an  agency  is  kept  in  Boston  to  meet  supply  and  de- 
mand, and  on  an  application  here  the  Rev.  F.  E.  Mara- 
ton,  of  the  State  persuasion,  was  obtained.  He  preftch«d 
"another  gospel"  from  Annan,  but  the  children  (itwa* 
Baid)  liked  him. 

He  obtained  a  call  on  October  1st,  and  was  installed  oo- 
the  14th  of  that  month  in  1S78.  In  May,  1881,  he  reports 
a  roll  of  260  members. 

Springfield  Street  church,  Boston.  As  has  been  stated* 
some  active  men  connected  with  Beach  street  congregatio** 
in  January,  1870,  purchased  the  Congregational  cliuroho** 
this  street,  then  not  occupied. 

In  it,  on  the  3d  day  of  February,  1870,  the  third  churcl* 
of  the  Reunited  order  was  organized.    While  they  fuU.^ 
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^ .  jdated  the  activity  of  the  pastor  of  Beach  street,  they 
ned  to  have  here  pulpit  talent  of  an  high  order,  and 
Mirrying  forward  their  purpose,  a  merchant  on  huBiness  in 
"iritain  went  over  to  Ireland,  and  hearing  the  Rev.  John 
I.  Munroe,  on  his  report,  when  returned,  this  congregation 
Xtended  to  him  a  call  to  their  pastorate. 

This  he  accepted,  and  while  he  brought  to  the  position 
inexccptionahle  fitness,  it  was  at  an  early  day  discovered 
hat  there  was  too  little  suitable  material  in  his  field  of 
Sbor,  and  the  future  there  was  not  bright  with  inducements 

r  him  to  remain  in  Boston.     After  making  "  full  proof  of 

B  ministry  "  there  for  sixteen  months,  he  accepted  a  call 

,  Philadelphia. 

This  congregation  had  also  the  services  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 

'm.  A.  MeCorkle  for  some  time,  and  did  not  expire  from 

.6  want  of  talent  in  the  pulpit,  but  from  the  mental  and 
Dcial  nature  of  its  surroundings,  connected  with  the  fact 
hat  but  a  few  of  the  hearers  could  appreciate  the  talent 
rbich  they  enjoyed  in  the  house  of  prayer.    It  was  at  best 

redundancy. 

South  Boston.    After  the  failure  of  Claybaugh  in  this 

rard,  the  Rev.  John  Brash  labored  in  it  for  a  season,  and 

^hen  he  left  Presbytery  appointed  the  Rev.  George  Clark 

pastor  of  East  Boston)  as  moderator  of  session.    He  was 

rjformed  by  a  man  of  promise,  who  became  a  failure,  that 

^  the  United  Presbyterians  placed  another  man  there,  he 

(ould  hire  a  hall  and  establish  an  opposition.    The  men 

mployed  as  above    became  extensively  assimilated   to 

keir  surroundings,  and  the  field  was  dropped. 
Aa  there  were  not  a  few  Presbyterians  resident  in  that 

art  of  the  city  who  found  it  inconvenient  to  attend  any 
f  the  churches  in  the  city  proper,  a  hall  was  hired,  ana 
be  Rev.  L.  H.  Angier  labored  for  years  as  supply. 
:  After  the  church  was  organized,  they  extended  a  call  to 
'le  Rev.  Dr.  Wm.  M.  Baiter,  who  labored  among  them 

me  years.  His  subsistence  was  not  superabundant 
.^nong  them,  and  eventually  separation  came.  They  also 
indertook  the  enterprise  of  building  a  place  of  worship,  in 

'hich  they  ought  to  have  been  liberally  aided  by  their  de- 

omination,  but  it  was  not  so.     Having  a  few  men  of  busi- 
^eSB  and  of  substance,  they  obtained  aa  paator  the  Rev. 
[fra.  H.  Sybrandt,  who  for  years  has  occupied  faithfully, 
Jid  teturns  a  roll  of  112  members  in  May,  18S1. 
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Beside  the  Englisli-Bpeaking  people,  occasionally  Ger- 
mans are  collected  into  Presbyteriiin  churches.  One  of 
this  nationality  has  for  years  existed  in  Lawrence,  Massii- 
cliusetts,  and  in  May,  1881,  their  pastor,  the  Rev.  Augustus 
H.  Hager,  presents  a  roll  of  127  members,  having  during 
the  year  1S80  had  an  increase  of  fifteen. 

In  Lowell  Presbyterianism  has  had  vicissitudes.  AAer 
the  false  pretenses  of  the  Rev,  John  Robertson  in  186fi,  tha 
Rev.  Soltau  F.  Calhoun  supplied  the  station  here  for  some 
time  in  1870-72.  But  his  services  were  not  acceptable  to 
all  his  hearers. 

They  were  more  fortunate  with  his  successor,  the  Est. 
Robert  Court.  They  years  ago  purchased  a  place  of  wo^ 
ship,  and  as  there  is  no  other  Presbyterian  church  in  Ibe 
city,  they  are  prosperous.  He  returns  a  roll  of  170  mem- 
bers,  witn  an  increase  of  twenty-six  in  1880. 

In  Providence,  R.  I.  As  we  have  seen  in  the  last  quarter 
of  a  century— 1843-1868— the  "  Old  School  party  "  ooou- 

Eied  for  years.  Since  the  reunion  they  have  advancwl— 
ave  built  a  church,  and  have  had  ministerial  labor.  Tha 
Gothic  contagion,  so  prevalent  in  New  England,  of  build- 
ing God  and  his  people  out  of  doors,  they  have  not  (»■ 
caped.  The  beam  out  of  the  wall  or  timber  cries,  "Debt, 
debt.    Pay  what  thou  owest." 

To  them  the  Rev.  J.  Dickson  came  and  became  initialed 
fully  in  the  labor  and  worry  incident  to  the  work  of  a 
Presbyterian  clergyman  in  New  England.  A  few  yoaiscif 
aueh  a  peculiar  position  were  enough. 

After  his  departure,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Parry  served  them 
in  the  gospel  for  some  years. 

Not  only  the  fluctuating  character  of  the  Presbyterian 
population  in  this,  as  in  other  cities  in  New  Engliind,  in*- 

fieded  progress  in  the  work  of  the  kingdom,  hut.  it  is  be- 
ieved,  that  of  those  indebted  to  those  forces  which  unify 
the  Scotch  in  Scotland,  viz.,  the  Psalms  and  Shorter  Ciitfr 
chism,  not  a  few  have  changed  their  colors  and  eaUstt^ 
under  other  banners.  Social  life  has  its  forces  as  wellM 
the  gospel. 

The  Rev,  George  W,  Morrill  has  not  yet  had  oppor- 
tunity \o  there  "  make  full  proof  of  his  ministry."  ThB 
elders  return  from  this  vacancy  a  roll  of  150  membeis  i& 
1881. 
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^New  Boston,  N.  H.—At  this  date,  1868-1881,  the  Rev. 
^Bask  H.  Allen  is  pastor,  and  returns  a  roll  of  137  mem- 

9^Bedford,  N.  H. — Vacant;  in  May,  1881,  the  nine  eldera 
^■turn  a.  roll  of  141. 

B  From  South  Ryegate,  Vt. — Vacant ;  the  six  elders  return 
P'roll  of  107. 

lAtchJkld  has  one  elder  who  returns  a  roll  of  16,  and  re- 
ports two  adult  baptisms  during  the  last  year.  By  the 
generosity  of  some  person  they  have  an  annuity,  and  can 
obtain  supplies  for  a  part  of  the  time. 

Total  members  reported  by  Presbytery  of  Boston,  in 
Mav,  1881,  2,687.  Total  in  the  seven  churches  reported 
in  Connecticut  in  1881,  1,127.  Total,  3,814. 
.  Chnnedicut. — As  we  have  seen,  "  three  of  the  congrega- 
BiDns,  formed  more  recently  in  this  State,  have  ceased  to 
^Biat,  and  a  fourth  has  joined  another  ecclesiastical  body." 
^pet,  in  entering  on  this  quarter  of  a  century  we  have  en- 
B^qraginE  continuations. 

K^Aa  successor  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Adams  in  ThommonvUle, 
i  Bev.  Henry  Ward  Leo  was  installed  on  July  -13th, 
J9.'  Nothing  unusual  marked  his  incumbency,  and  he 
0  dismissed  on  December  20th,  1873. 
During  these  short  vacancies  no  stated  supply  was  en- 
^  d;  they  were  filled  weekly,  and  on  July  20th,  1874, 
B  Rev.  Frederic  Shepard  Barnum  was  installed,  Al- 
Dugh  Popery  has  control  over  n,  large  percentage  of  the 

Siulution,  and  other  denominations  have  societies  in  the 
iige,  yet  the  working  force  in  this  church  is  elKcient, 
r  they  had,  in  1881,  a  membership  of  244, 
iOf  the  Presbyterian  church  in  Hartford  we  have  seen 
e  histtjry  for  seventeen  years.  They  now  (1868)  occupy 
Bhapel  at  the  cost  of  817,000. 
'Between  July  12th,  1869  and  May  17th,  1870,  they 
tected,  in  so  far,  an  edifice,  lejvving  the  tower  unfinished. 
The  building  is  of  Connecticut  granite,  with  trimnriingB 
Ohio  and  Portland  stone,  and  in  an  area  of  above  7,000 
uare  feet  {or  123  by  57  feet),  the  audience  room  will 
"at  about  600  people.  With  an  organ  at  «2,800,  the  total 
jfit  of  the  lot  and  buildings  (so  far  as  finished)  was.  When 
pened,  867,948.62  "  (or  about  8113  for  each  sitting).  That 
ferpetual  motion,  "  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air," 
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■while  they  were  occupying  "  a  plain,  comfortable  brick 
building,  capable  of  seating  some  750  people,  imJ  sell 
adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  congregation,"  perha|)s  hiiii 
nothing  to  do  with  this  enterprise,  of  changing  it  for  u 
Beating  capacity  of  about  600. 

Here  pride  did  not "  come  before  destruction,"  but  befnre 
trouble.  "Contention  (was  now)  meddled  with."  The 
courts,  ecclesiastical  and  civil,  were  invoked.  The  "'Atlien- 
ian  democracy  was  in  the  naould  of  the  society  "  by  pow 
patronage. 

The  pastor,  being  a  Pennsylvaman,  supposed  that  the 
property  of  a  Presbyterian  congregation  should  (as  is  tie 
case  generally  out  of  New  England)  he  under  the  conlpol 
of  the  church ;  but  trustees,  appointed  by  its  ineinhers.  In 
an  organized  capacity,  the  State  did  not  here  rpcogniM. 

The  pew  parish  (or  society)  and  its  upjxiintefs,  not  tros- 
tees  or  deacons,  i^hosen  by  the  elders  and  other  meniben 
of  a  chureh,  must  shut  or  open  "  the  doors  of  the  hoiw  rf 
God."  Tlie  pastor,  in  common  with  other  Pn-sbytLTiaiB, 
prnfoundly  ignorant  of  the  fact,  hati  to  "  ooiiie  to  the 
knowletlgo  of  the  truth"  in  this  bitter  way,  in  which [«* 
less  than  '"seven  suits  Jiave  been  instituted,"  and,  "io 
March,  1877,  the  trustees  were  sustained  by  man  dam  as." 
It  is  not  easy  to  estimate  the  loss  suffered  by  "pure and 
□□defiled  religion  "  through  these  unfortunate  proceeding! 
by  which  Preabyterianism  has  here  been  "  wouncfed  in 
the  house  of  her  friends,"  Still,  the  pastor  contJnuea,  ^6 
church  increases,  and  in  1881  he  reports  a  roll  of " 
members. 

In  Stamford,  New  School,  the  Rev,  Alexander  S.  Tmm- 
bly,  on  April  30th,  1868,  entered  as  pastor,  and  continaM 
in  ofBce  till  May  1st,  1872,  foUowed  by  the  Rev.  Evert  Tsa 
Slyke,  April  23d,  1873,  who  officiated  till  October  6tli, 
1875.  The  present  pastor,  Rev.  Richard  P.  H.  Vail, «« 
instaUed  on  May  lltn,  1876,  and  to  his  assembly,  ia 
reported  a  membership  of  297. 

In  Bndyeport,  Old  School,  the  Rev.  Horace  S.  Hin»dDl« 
resigned  his  charge  on  October  4th,  1S77.  His  succesWt' 
the  Rev.  Henry  A.  Davenport,  was  installed  February  H'''' 
1878.  In  1S81,  to  the  Assembly,  he  reported  a  meioli«' 
Bhip  of  198. 

In  Darien,  New  School,  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Jaoies* 
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Coleman,  instnlled  March  4th,  1864,  resigned  his  pastorate 
January  4th,  1874.  MenilrerBhip,  in  1881,  40.  On  July 
7th,  1881,  the  Rev.  E.  1*.  Cleuveland  waa  ordained  and  in- 
'Ptnlled  pastor,  Huguunot  Memnriai  church,  37. 

The  First  Presbyterian  cluirch  of  New  Haven  was  oi^n- 
Ized  by  the  Presbytery  of  Westchester,  March  11th,  1873. 
This  year  began  a  vast  iinancial  embarrassment,  and  it 
ibecnme  necessary  on  this  account  to  abandon  the  enter- 

Krise.  By  the  same  court  the  cliurch  was  dissolved  on 
anuary  19th,  1875.  _  , 

i'  At  OremiPich,  Fairfield  county,  thirty-two  persons  with- 
drew from  the  Second  Congregational  Society  of  tiie  town, 
and  they  were,  on  April  2t)tli,  1881,  by  the  Presbytery  of 
Westchester,  organized  as  a  church.  They  have  since 
elected  the  Rev,  Rollin  A.  Sawyer,  D.  D.,  as  their  pastor. 
Membership,  May,  1881,  31. 

BB8-1881— U.  P.  Church  of  Boston— Hop™  dimEnishirig— Build  or 
abandon — Two  other  branchea — Want  of  Biiccew — New  (loelry  ad- 
Tised — The  eura^Any  could  find  Ihpir  ponition — Indiicenienia  to 
abandon  were  realities — Hindrancen— The  flock — Eesolsed  (D.  V.) 
to  builii — Lot— Chureh  and  two  dwellinpa  erected— Favorable  inter- 
positions— Tmrtees  of  [ha  Assembly — Reincorporated— Povf era — Con- 
^'^:aIion  proBpered — Interest  and  debt— 1873,  eommerclal  depression 
— Churches  pray — Lindell  nnd  the  organ — "Musical  pioneer'' — In- 
crexM  of  Popery  in  Boston — The  organ-loft  divides— Not  satisfacttoT' 
— Moody— His  tabernacle — ilifi  Bervices — A  religions  lady's  view  of 
Sankey — An  unsettling  tendency — Moody's  "  talk  " — Newman  Uaira 
cMlimate  of  Moody's  results — Seed  sown  in  foar  places — ReHiills — Two 
days'  attendance  in  orthodox  churches— No  supposed  aids  wanting — 
The  pioneer  Presbyterian  church  suffered — Yet  it  stood  the  shock — 
Doctrine  laugliC — Veraions — GarneriTig — No  surplus  yeneration — Onr 
dehl — Its  consequences'^ — Some  liad  no  sympathy- — A  goodly  price — 
Thie  tried  people— Trustees  and  Boards  to  report  in  18M)— Their 
plans  and  report— Pastor  must  go  and  pay  debts — Or  the  sale  might 
Mcome  a  fact — Double  toil— An  optimist — The  congregation  aston- 
iflbed — None  asked  him  to  resign — Did  so  June  29th — Licensed  June 
S8lh,  1830— ProRressives  now  lo  adopt  new  methods — Congregoltoii 
Bad  been  prospering- Force  spent — Never  disabled  for  dulv— He 
must  now  stop— ^Relation  diraolved— Not  to  disturb  he  removed — Hia 
course  of  pastoral  life  unusual — Nothing  popular— Only  the  riches  of 
Christ  andthe  word  of  God— This  Ihe  Spirit  honore— At  the  end  of 
tllirly-foiir'  years  he  leaves  one  priest  and  two  Unitarian  doctors  in 
Boston  who  were  (here  before  him— He  must  go,  for  the  increase  was 
less  than  some  otiier  years — This  not  so — His  disadvantages— His 
success — Boasting  encluded — Divine  appointment  reigns — Eev.  John 
Hood — Installed — Thompaonville — A  pastor  settled— Set  off  by  Synod 
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to  New  York  Presbytery— Bai  Boirfon— E«v.  G.  M.  Ckrkf^— TroiiUe 
came — He  sowed  Bettia  of  diiJuord— The  chiiroh  roll — EoBt  Bmloti  «nd 
Hnnford  diBsolvei!  by  Presbvierv  in  lSTi~~Prasifltnfr—Rev.  J.  P. 
Bobb — Reteaned— Mr.  M.iJ.KcCo rd  called— Ordained  and  iiHtolM— 
An  intelligent  people— He  makes  full  proof— Roll — Fail  JUvrr — Ret. 
J.  K.Kyle— Had  for  a  time  compc-tltiiin— An  A«yruiJi— Hev.  J.  H. 
Tumbull— Installed— Boll  increased— H'i/iinionptWe— Rev.  P.  Y. 
Smitli — Continues  pastor — His  roll — HTiiiinsoffle— Rev.  R.  Hsrk- 
ness — The  people  not  peaceable — He  left — The  church  diwolved — 
Beorgnniied- Mr.  Jamea  L.  Tliumpnon  uilled,  ordaiii«l  and  iik- 
stalleii — The  chiireli  prospetiog — His  rull — LaxreTtce — Rev.  John 
Hogg — Successful — In  harmony  with  the  "liiswenlerB"  of  1867,  in 
the  McCtine  case — McCune'a  changes — Tried  hv  church  court*— 
Leaves  Presbyterian  ism — Becomea  ortlmdox  in  Texan — As  "Bctint 
pastor" — "Dissenters" — Who  sympalhiaed  with  MeCune — InwuBt 
views — Overtures— On  the  paalms— To  [lave  the  way  lor  on(an»— 
Tunes  prepared — Children  "clamour  for  sprightly  music ''-Acoom- 
modaleii — With  fragments  called  ''  Qible  Songs  " — Action*  and  upa- 
ions — "A  very  serious  error" — The  demand  met — Overture  to  put 
the  way  for  organs — Mr.  Hc^g  insuliordinste— Mr.  A,  G.  McCtv't 
view  of  the  chnrcb— Rev.  John  A.  Bums  faithful- Dr.  McAyM^ 
HJB  view  of  versions — His  roU — If^iainB  were  taken — The  old  vendM 
wmild  be  most  eiiective — Presbytery  of  Venaoal — Bamrl — Rev.  Job) 
SeiTice  pastor — Vacant — Rev.  R.  N.  Hammond — I■>^^ll«d — Co* 
tinaen— Roll— Jiiwjafe- Rev,  A.  Y.  Honsion  paBior  till  11175- I(«(.J. 
R.  Clappertnn  installed— Released — His  riill— OreeiisUiro— VwMl 
ion^ — Rev.  A.  S.  Stewart  installed — His  resignation — Vacant— RoU 
— To  complete  we  require  inforomlion — None  would  then  btf  aniM- 
ticed — A  supposition — The  wliole  membership  and  adherents — Otbftl 
careless — Thousands  with  uilier  persuaBions- Meu  of  Itnel  li»lp— 
Who  will  care  for  llieir  souls? 

Boston. — As  the  United  Presbyterian  congregaUon  of 
Boston  entered  on  thia  quarter  of  a  century  thoy  fbimd 
their  hope  of  recovering  their  property  diniinJBbmg,  and 
the  alternntivo  was  presented,  build  an  house  for  puUio 
worship,  or  abandon  the  field. 

They  had,  in  twenty-two  years,  enti^red  their  mvenlh 
hired  hall  and  paid  nearly  ten  thousand  dollars  ior  noL 

It  is  doubtful  if  any  other  congregation  in  the  city  wodU 
have  shewn  equal  steadfastness  to  principle  under  ao  xokbj 
disadvantages  and  discouragements.  Two  other  branches 
of  the  Presbyterian  family  were  now  competing  in  tb* 
field,  and  in  two  divisious  <in  East  and  South  Boetont  the^ 
bad  had  more  than  one  experiment  of  their  own  "  proptTo»- 
sive"  element  in  the  U.  P.  Church,  and  their  want  of  sue- 
cess,  just  as  they  became  assimilated  to  their  surroijiHl- 
ings,  in  doctrine  and  worship. 
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Pastor  and  people  were  continually  urged  to  become 
more  popular ;  if  not  to  obtain  an  organ,  at  least  to  adopt 
new  poetry  to  please  the  floating  population ;  to  remember 
that  "the  days  of  the  catechism  "  and  the  psalms  were 
past ;  to  say  nothing  against  any  error,  or  corrupt  system,  ( 
at  the  risk  of  being  branded  as  bigots.  The  cnre  for  all 
this,  however,  was  to  teach  the  people  "  the  first  principles 
of  the  oracles  of  God,"  and  to  shew,  that  we  had  not  "ap- 
pointed any  new  thing  contrary  to  what  he  had  com- 
manded;" in  short,  to  keep  pure  and  entire  all  such  "reli- 
gious worship  and  ordinances  aa  God  has  appointed  in  his 
■word."  Consequently,  if  any  were  dissatisfied  they  could 
find  their  position  in  one  of  the  varied  fields  of  dogma, 
lying  between  "sound  doctrine"  and  the  opinions  of  the 
advocates  of  "  advanced  thought." 

Still,  the  inducements  to  abandon  the  field  were  reali- 
ties. The  fluctuating  character  of  the  people  especially, 
■who  in  many  cases  only  remained  long  iniough  to  procure 
the  means  to  carry  them  ekewlidre,  was  iroly  discourag- 
ing. Ill  this  way  there  can  be  traced  into  sixteen  States 
of  the  Union,  the  difierent  Provinces  of  Canada,  to  Aus- 
tralia, to  Mexico,  to  St.  John's,  Antigua,  to  Ireland,  to 
London,  to  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  to  Glasgow,  to  Paisley, 
to  Perth  and  elsewhere,  individuals,  who  for  a  season  woiv 
shipped  with  us ;  while  others,  indebted  to  Preabji;erian 
training  for  their  moral  character,  the  basis  of  their  use- 
fulness and  materia!  prosperity,  when  they  became  no- 
ticed for  their  possessions,  were  in  some  cases  induced  to 
place  themselves  with  the  more  rich  and  gay.  Where 
Buch  persons  were  parents,  their  daughters  readily  "went 
out  to  see  tiie  daughters  of  the  land,"  and  their  sons  easily 
"pleased  themselves  with  the  children  of  strangers,"  in- 
stead of  seeking  "the  piighted  partners  of  their  future 
lives  "  among  their  own  persuasion. 

Among  the  hindrances  to  "the  work  of  the  ministry" 
here,  as  elsewhere,  mixed  marriages  were  not  the  least. 
In  elU  such  cases,  as  a  rule,  it  is  believed  that  proper 
parental  trainuig  "  gains  much  harm  and  loss."  At  times 
■the  children,  for  whom,  before  God,  angels  and  men, 
parents,  by  vows,  acknowledged  their  responsibility  at 
*'the  judgment-seat  of  Christ,"  were  allured  by  some  other 
denomination. 
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Other  inducements  to  abandon  the  field  were  not  want- 
ing, but  "the  flock"  belonged  to  the  Master, and  althoORh 
neither  rich,  nor  numerous,  they  were  not  only  valuable 
as  the  professed  followers  of  the  Saviour,  but  they  formed 
a  nucleus  for  future  fellowship  for  those  who  might,  litre 
many  of  themselves,  yet  come  to  the  city. 

Here  we  were  met  by  the  fact,  that  it  was  hopeless  for 
those  then  and  there  in  fellowship  to  attempt  theenle^ 
prise  aione.  Still,  we  resolved  (D.  V.)  to  ask  aid  and  to 
build. 

On  September  1st,  1868,  an  eligible  site  was  bought,  and 
)Q  due  time  a  building,  including  two  dwellings,  W« 
erected.  The  house,  with  a  seating  capacity  for  five  hun- 
dred, was  opened  for  public  worship  on  February  6tlit 
1870,  and  although  under  debt,  the  church  prospered  eo 
far  as  it  was  possible,  when  the  pastor  had  very  often  to 
go  abroad  to  seek  aid,  while  he  ought  to  have-  been  "in- 
stant in  season  and  out  of  season  "  in  his  Master's  work  at 
home. 

Many  were  the  favorable  interpositions  of  Divine  Pron- 
dence  seen  in  completing  the  enterprise,  and  afibrding  to 
the  congregation  a  quiet  resting  place  on  Sabbath.  WKile^ 
under  the  ruling  of  Chief-Justice  Shaw,  trust«e3  cboambf 
a  Presbyterian  congregation  were  incapable  of  holding 
and  enjoying  estate  for  their  denominational  use  in  Massa- 
chusette,  the  only  wife  course  was  to  invoke  the  officinl 
service  of  the  trustees  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  of  North  America.  ThiBUd 
the  Board  (afraid  of  "  inconvenience  "j  at  first  refasod  lo 
give,  hut,  after  explanation,  in  them,  as  a  body  inooipiy 
rated  by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  the  title  vested; 
and  when  it  was  discovered  that  their  agencv,  as  a  foNign 
corporation,  was  inoperative,  on  proper  application  b^^ 
made  by  tlie  pastor,  said  board  were  re-incorporated  bj" 
the  General  Court  of  Slassachusetts,  and  nuthoriied  lo 
hold,  for  religious  use,  in  the  State,  property  to  the  amoont 
of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  congregation  con- 
tinued to  jirosper.  Tlu!  Sabbath -school,  though  not  lar^ 
was  viewed  as  an  aid,  and  but  on  one  occasion  in  the  h»- 
tory  of  the  church  was  there  a  communion  season  observed 
without  some  increase.  Order  was  maintained  aod  dlid- 
pline  was  but  seldom  demanded. 
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To  meet  the  interest  and  reduce  the  debt  required  vigil- 
ance. Consequently,  when  the  commercial  depression  of 
1873  occurred,  the  congregation  became  unequal  to  the 
burden,  and  bad  to  obtain  increased  assietance  from  tho 
Assembly. . 

At  this  time  the  "churches  of  Jesus  Christ,"  in  the  city 
and  the  country,  all  but  those  which  sung  psalms,  wero 
"rejoicing  at  the  sound  of  the  oi^an,"  and  one  of  the 
," craftsmen"  desired  us  to  purchase'.  As  history  should 
be  impartial,  I  here  present  a  vindication,  by  one  of  those 
most  familiar  with  the  manner  in  which  instrumental 
entertainments  promote  the  glory  of  God  in  the  salvation 
of  lost  sinners,  and  if  any  other  lover  of  "  things  without 
life-giving  sound  "  con  produce  more  cogeut  arguments  for 
their  adoption  and  use,  let  him  do  so. 

"  Boston,  Daembcr  23d,  1873. 

"  Dear  Sir  ; — Being  special  agent  in  getting  up  Eartlett 
and  Horsford's  Choir  Directory,  your  reply  to  their  request 
was  handed  to  me  on  last  Sunday,  in  which  I  read  some 
curious  objections  to  the  use  of  the  organ  in  the  house  of 
worship,  and  if  not  offensive,  I  would  wish  to  advance  my 
opinion  r^arding  your  objections.  Knowing  scarce  any- 
thing of  the  doctrine  of  Presbyterianiera,  save  a  little  in- 
sight of  the  history  of  its  origin  and  founder,  I  shall  take 
■nn  my  points  from  your  own  statements,  viz.,  that  you 
adopt  the  Bible  alone  as  authority  in  matters  of  faith. 

"This  I  judge  from  the  fact  that  you  abrogate  tlieuse  of 
organs  because  it  is  not  mentioned  in  the  Bible.  How,  i 
then,  do  you  digest  thirtieth  verse,  chapter  twentieth,  and: 
twenty-fifth  verse,  chapter  twenty-first  of  St.  Jolm "?  Here 
■we  are  told  that  Jesus  did  many  other  things,  which  if 
■written  all,  the  world  could  not  contain  the  books. 

"  Who  in  your  church,  with  a  fiiculty  for  appreciating  the 
sublimity  of  God,  with  only  ordinary  musical  taste  will 
not  say  on  hearing  the  beautiful  strains  of  the  church  ot- 
^in, '  It  is  heavenly  ? '    Hence  its  sacred  influence. 

"In2Chron.  verses  12th  and  13th,.we  are  told  theLevitea 
had  lifted  up  their  voices  with  trumpets  and  cymbals 
.and  inatrumetUa  of  music  to  the  praise  of  the  Lord. 

"The  harp  is  mentioned  in  1  Chron.  xxv.  36,  and  has 
"beea  seen  in  mortal  visions  of  heaven.    Rev.  v.  8.    That 
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'  the  Jews  will  not  liire  a.  man  to  do  secular  work  on  ihe 
Sabbath  day '  may  be  true,  as  is  also  that  they  persecul*^ 
and  sought  to  slay  Jesus  because  he  had  cured  the  man  of 
thirty  years' '  infirmity '  on  the  Sabbath  day.  It  was  alt<o 
in  tills  day  that  Jesus  went  out  with  his  apostlta  into  tho 
corn-field  to  pluck  corn,  which  elicited  tlieir  indigDAtum, 
followed  by  a  reproof  from  him  for  their  blindness  conoera- 
ing  the  day.  If  Calvin  and  Knox  instituted  as  strict  obflerr- 
iince  of  the  Lord's  day  as  this  doctrine  of  no  instnimeotal 
music,  fitly  may  the  words  ofthe  Son  of  God  apply  to  them. 
'  Know  ye  that  the  Sabbath  was  made  for  man,  not  mm 
for  the  Sabbath.'  It  is  a  day  for  good  works.  Is  it  not 
good  to  assist  in  producing  that  music  which  inspires  tbe 
souls  of  the  faithful  with  Christian  fortitude,  as  th«  martial 
strains  of  a  national  anthem  on  the  battle-fiold  urges  the 
soldier  to  victory  ?  There  remains  still  the  moel  seritns 
moral  objection  in  your  eyes,  its  concomitance  with  tbt 
beads  and  holy  water  of  the  Romish  church.  These  onV 
ward  forms  of  catholicity  appear  very  ridiculous  la  m  l 
sceptics,  stoics  and  cynics,  but  no  also  mi^ht  it  appeal  in 
the  present  age  of  the  progress  of  civilization,  if  Jesw 
Christ  appeared  to-day  in  our  midst  and  healed  the 
blindness  of  our  soul  by  ointment  made  from  his  sptltlt 
Hnd  the  dust  of  the  earth.  Perhaps  in  a  crisis  of  nid 
'  prtiRrfus,'  the  application  of  the  water  of  the  riv«r  Jof 
•  Ian  maybe  termed  or  deemed  an  absurdity.  Congreiiir 
tioindists  do  not  base  their  belief  on  antagonism  to  the 
Catholic  Papal  church,  but  regard  them  as  felJow-labowrc 
in  the  vineyard  (hoar  Rev.  Mr.  Wright's  views.  Berkeley 
street),  and  in  judging  for  themselves,  rejoice  in  every  con- 
formity with  that  church  to  which  you  owe  the  hisloty 
and  preservation  of  Christianity  from  its  origin  to  the  us- 
teentli  century. 

"Very  rtspectfuUy,  "  W.  M.  LixDKt.L." 

Having  thus  for  the  instruction  of  the  reader  pn-evnted 
the  "  opinion "  «  cnlliedra  of  this  "  special  ttgtnX  JB 
getting  up  choir  directories,"  it  ni.iv  not  be  amiss  lo  !»•(  lbs 
"Mimcal  I'imieer  ( N.  Y.)  fur  .linie,  1865."  sp.-iilt  nn  Uia 
homa(;e  jniid  to  ''  tlic  suljliiuity  of  God"  by  "cxlrunrtllnitty 
musical  taste." 

A  more  correct  judgment  can  be   then  formed  oi'  Uw  i 
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,"  heavenly  character  "  and  "  sacred  influence  "  of  the  organ 
in  '■  turning  men  from  darkness  to  light,  and  from  the  power 
of  Satan  unto  Goil."        , 

"  In  the  country  churches,  where  the  members  of  the 
-choir  are  usually  niemhers  of  the  conBregalion,  it  is  ji  rarn 
thing  for  any  of  the  singers  to  leave  hefore  the  sen-ice  is 
over;  but  among  the  singers  in  city  churches — in  the 
fnshionable  well-paid  quartette — it  is  a  frequent  practice." 

"  lu  Episcopal  churches  particularly,  where,  in  the  morn- 
ing aurvice  no  hymn  ih  sung  after  the  sermon,  it  is  almost  the 
rule  for  the  choir  to  sneak  out,  one  after  another,  as  soon 
as  the  text  is  given  out.  The  soprano  will  first  gather  up 
her  skirts,  perhaps  bend  her  head  a  little,  so  as  to  avoid 
the  notice  of  the  congregation,  and  step  gingerly  out  of  the 
organ  loft,  not  unfrequentiy,  however,  sweeping  down  a.  few 
books  or  upsetting  a  chair,  in  spite  of  all  her  care,  Tlie 
basso,  having  co  skirts  to  impede  his  progress,  darUi  out  a 
few  minutes  after.  Tlie  alto  and  tenor  follow,  unless,  in- 
deed, they  prefer  to  remain  and  have  a  quiet  little  flirtation 
together  (luring  sermon  time.  The  organist,  having  to  play 
the  concluding  voluntary  (now  the  postlude),  groans  in- 
wardly because  he  is  thus  debarred  the  privilege  of  flight. 
And  liow  seldom  is  it,  even  during  the  time  that  they  are 
in  the  house  of  prayer,  that  these  singers  pay  the  least  at- 
tention to  the  service  1  From  frivolous  gossip,  from  piquant 
and  amusing,  and  often  unkind  criticiams  of  other  singers, 
or  of  each  other,  tliey  jump  up,  scuffle  round  to  find  their 
'jplacee  in  their  books,  and,  without  thinking  for  a  moment 
■of  the  holy  words  they  are  to  1180,3010  in  ascriptions  of 
praise,  which,  under  the  circumstances,  are  really  simple 
jDOckery.  '  We  praise  thee,  0  God ;  we  acknowledge  tfiea 
.to  be  the  I.ord '  they  sing  with  meaningless  disregard  of 
the  import  of  those  noble  phrases.  'They  praise  him  with 
their  \i\i-^.  '-iit  tin  '.v  hrart  ia  far  from  him.'  From  mere 
thouiiliil-  -  -  -  I  !  iili  after  Sabbath,  they  break  that 
(.■omnuLiML   I  '  -nys,' Thnushalt  not  take  thename 

'of  thL'  Li  Hi  I  i.i;.  i .  .  !  i:j  viiin.'  They  forget  that  the  Lord 
■will  not  lidlil  tiii'iH  jiuiltless  that  take  hia  name  in  vain,  and 
'fiw  nil  this 'inB[)irinjr  the  souls  of  the  faithful  with  Chris- 
vtian  fortitude,'  they  are  well  pnid." 

According  to  "  tlie  Rev.  Mr.  Wright's  views,"  as  pre- 
lented  by  Sir.  Lindell,  Coiigrogutionalista  "  rejoice  in  every 
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conformity  with  that  church,"  and  it  will  not  now  take 
more  than  a  prophet's  ken  to  see  tliat,  in  not  above  fifty 
years,  the  New  England  metropolis,  thirty-five  years  ags 
"the  MoUDt  Zion  of  the  whole  eartli"  (so  said  Dr.  King), 
may,  by  the  superior  "  faculty  for  appreciating  the  sublim- 
ity of  God  "  possessed  by  "  the  Papal  Church,  become  tba 
most  intensely  Irish  "  Catholic  "  city  on  the  continent 

In  1843  Boston  proper  was  reported  to  have  three 
churches  of  that  denonunution.  In  less  than  forty  yean 
these  have  increased  to  above  one  score,  exclusive  of  ^e 
largest  cathedrsil  and  the  most  capacious  residence  for  ea 
archbishop  in  ilie  land.  Who  will  not  say  that  this  hu 
been  accomplished  more  by  "  the  beautiful  strains  ffif  ibe 
church  organ,"  "  appreciating  the  sublimity  of  God,"  tbaa 
(to  say  nothing  of,  by  an  open  Bible)  by  all  the  beads  and 
other  appliances  of  that  "  mother  church  "  of  feIlow-labD> 
ers  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wright.  Jerusalem  may  not  have 
been,  nor  be,  tlie  only  city  of  which  "  the  Romans  (may) 
come  and  take  away  both  the  place  and  nation." 

While  the  "organ  loft,"  in  the  full  performance  of  its 
functions,  divided  the  attention  of  congregations  with  thfl 
desk,  denominational  growth  among  the  evangeliutl 
churches  was  not  in  Boston  in  these  years  satisfactory. 
Large  cities  had  been  visited  and  aroused  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  by  "  Moody,  Sankey,  and  the  American 
organ,"  and  there  were  not  wanting  men  of  substance  to 
provide  for  them  here  in  due  time  a  "  Tabernacle,"  baring 
a  platform  accommodating  about  one  thousand  peteoas 
and  a  hall  furnished  with  5,940  chairs.  On  January  25th, 
1877,  this  was  opened.  From  night  to  uight,  for  moiithii 
the  utterances  of  this  energetic  man, "  mighty  in  the  Sorip- 
turea,"  reverberated  throughout  the  building,  filled  to  it* 
utmost  capacity,  while  others  could  not  enter.  And  then, 
if  those  who  made  the  concourse  of  sweet  sounds  had  each 
individually  "  a  faculty  for  appreciating  the  sublimity  trf 
God  with  only  ordinary  musical  taste,"  the  presence  anil 
intonations  of  two  organs  there  and  then  must  have  been 
(by  the  logic  of  Mr.  Lindeli)  doubly  "  heavenly." 

These  "  sacred  influences,"  produced  by  the  singing  ano 
playing  of  an  Arminian  "  master  of  song,"  ended  on  Sab- 
bath, May  27th,  when  the  earnest  man  gave  to  his  converia 
a  charge  to  unite  with  whatever  society  might  seem  good 
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.  them  mdiviclnally,  but  to  take  care  that  they  did  not 
ffer  with  one  another,  for  eaid  he,  "  Mr.  Sankey  and  I 
ive  labored  together  for  five  years,  and  1  can  appeal  to 
m  wiien  I  say  we  have  never  difiered  seriously,  while  I 
1  a  Calvinist  and  he  is  an  Arminian,"  Mr.  Sankey  (a 
fttive  of  Western  Pennsylvania)  has  a  majestic  presence 
id  a  countenance  differing  in  many  points  from  the  aver- 
pe  man  of  those  by  vflioin  he  was  then  surrounded.  This 
txacted  the  attention  of  at  least  one  of  the  religious 
idies  on  the  platform,  who,  when  the  Assembly  was  dis- 
lieeed,  addressed  the  pastor  of  "  the  Old  South  "  thus : 
Dr.  Manning,  I  have  heard  something  new  to-night." 
'  Quite  probable,"  said  he,  "  what  was  it  ?  "  Answer. — '"  I 
ilways  thought  Mr.  Sankey  had  a  very  Oriental  cast  of 
ountenance.  Now  I  know  how  to  account  for  it,  for  he  is 
n  Armenian  1 "  The  Doctor  was  innocent  enough  to  tell 
his  at  the  laying  of  a  corner-stone  {to  about  one  thousand 
Bople)  the  next  day. 

On  February  10th,  187S,  Messrs.  Whittle  and  McGarra- 
in  resumed  exercises  in  the  Tabemncie,  and  on  March 
1, 10th  and  17th  Mr.  Moody  officiated,  closing  his  labors 
,  the  atructure  by  a  temperance  meeting  ou  the  22d. 
lowever  profitable  his  "  forcible "  arguments  and  "rigJit 
roxds  "  might  have  been  fas  they  doubtless  were)  to  many, 
ipon  "the  work  of  the  ministry,"  the  long  excitement  had 
&  unsettling  tendency. 

-  No  clock  can  always  strike  ten,  eleven  and  twelve.  The 
irerage  must  come  clown  to  one  ae  often  as  strike  twelve, 
nd  pastors  felt  this.  This  is  not  all,  "Action  and  reae- 
[on  are  equal "  and  often  inseparable.  In  such  cases  seed 
i  sown  by  the  wayside,  on  rocks  and  among  thorns,  as  well 
IB  on  the  good  (prepared)  ground,  and  the  results  corre- 
pond.  Those  who  "  brought  forth  fruit  with  patience " 
ontinue.  But  the  efiectiveness  of  the  pulpit  was  not  in- 
"The  work  of  the  ministry"  was  less  apprc- 
fated  and  the  house  of  prayer  gradually  more  forsaken  in 
he  coming  months. 

While  it  is  not  believed  that  the  churches  of  the  Baptist 
ud  Methodist  orders  were  more  permanently  revived  than 
rere  those  of  the  orthodox  Congregationaliita  in  the  city 
nK)per — within  two  years,  in  1880,  the  attendance  was 
Numerated  on  an  average  of  two  Sabbaths  in  the  most 
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propitious  church-goins  month,  February,  and  in  the  ten 
orthodox  churches,  with  a  seating  capacity  of  above  10,(100, 
there  worshipped  3,683  persons,  while  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Dunn 
returned  in  1878  to  his  Assembly  1,100,  and  in  1879, 610 
members. 

Nothing  of  the  supposed  aids  in  converting  sinners— 

ftreludes,  hymns,  choirs,  organs,  ser^ces  of  song  and  pcsl- 
udes — were  wanting  in  these  churches.  They  were  aE 
abreast  of  "the  times,"  rejoicing  in  the  light  of  the  last 
quarter  of  the  nineteenth  century,  as  they  preached  their 
"New  England  theology,"  yet,  Mr,  Moody s  "overfion" 
meetings  two  years  before,  after  the  "Tabernacle"  ^M 
filled,  in  neighboring  churches,  at  times,  did  not  coma 
much,  if  any,  short  of  the  now  stated  weekly  attendanceia 
the  tefl  churches, 

"  Mr.  Moodj'  indulged  in  a  '  talk  to  ministers '  not  long 
Bince  at  a  North&eld  convocation.  Among  other  thinea,hB 
advised  thera  not  to  '  talk  by  the  yard.'  It  was,  pertmps, 
good  advice.  It  might  not  be  impertinent,  however,  Ui 
suggest  to  Mr.  Moody  that  it  is  not  precisely  in  the  line  of 
his  calling  to  lecture  the  preachers. 

"  The  character  of  his  own  '  talk '  does  not  prove  tia 
right  to  act  in  that  capacity,  and  if  he  were  put  in  the  place 
of  a  pastor  who  preacnes  two  or  three  times  a  week  and 
does  a  man's  work  besides,  he  would  learn  pretty  quickly 
his  unfitness  for  acting  as  an  impromptu  profeesot  of  pas- 
toral theology. 

"  Nobody  likes  to  say  a  word  against  the  revivalistic  work 
that  was  so  popular  a  year  or  two  ago,  and  that  is  yet,  to  a 
certain  extent,  depended  on ;  but  fjicts  in  regard  lo  i' 
should  neither  be  denied  nor  withheld.  One  of  the  most 
earnest  men  in  London  is  the  Rev,  Newman  Hall.  He  w 
also  a  man  ready  to  take  hold  of  any  reasonable  methtxl 
of  helping  in  the  work  of  the  kingdom,  and  will  not  ba 
blamed  by  any  one  with  being  restrained  by  prejudiM 
from  acknowledgment  of  a  good  cause.  He  has  been  re- 
peating recently  what  he  said  some  time  since  respecting 
the  results  of  the  work  of  Messrs,  Moody  and  Sankeyin 
London — that  it  was  not  permanently  of  great  value. 

"  Thus,  speaking  of  the  effect  of  it  in  connection  with  the 
admission  of  church  members,  he  says:  'I  hailed  that 
visit,  took  part  in  it,  assisted  in  the  "  inquiry  room,"  andw 
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lionally  preached  in  connection  with  it.  Some  of  the 
vices  were  held  in  Simey  Chapel,  yet  out  of  a  member- 
iiip  of  one  thousand  three  hundred,  we  have  not  three 
ho  are  the  fruits  of  that  mission.' "  ("  United  Presbyte- 
in,"  Pittsburgh,  Sept.  8lh,  1881.) 

In  the  meantime,  while  amidst  iheso  surroundings  the 
ioneer  Presbyterian  church  in  the  city  suflered  not  a  little 
y-  the  popular  agitation  for  years,  still  duty  said,  "  Be 
teadfast  and  immovable,  and  "the  New  England 
er"  and  its  inculcations,  under  "the  good  will  of 
lim  who  dwelt  in  the  hush,"  stood  the  shock. 
In  teaching  the  doctrine  of  this  manual  for  above  thirty 
lars,  the  matter  of  praise  in  this  church  had  ever  been 
'the  Book  of  Psalms  nprointed  hy  the  General  AsBembly 
(f  tlie  Church  of  Scotianil  "  in  1C50,  even  after  change  came 
1  their  own  denomination  and  the  "  revised  "  psalms  were 
1  order.  The  old  version  had  "  a  gnarled  vigor  "  {Choate) 
fhich  the  others  have  not,  and  never  can  have,  and  could 
e  committed  to  memory  for  night  enjoyment,  or  for  blind- 
CBB,  for  journeying  or  for  the  bed  ot  sickness  and  death, 
(''hile  the  other,  as  cast  into  the  mould  and  peculiar  metres 
tf  the  varied  sectarian  hymns,  hsis,  excepting  in  removing 
tfffW  obsolett!  words  and  improving  some  defective  rhymCj 
Weakened  the  sense,  destroyed  the  dignity  and  beauty  of 
he  old  version,  without  adding  to  its  faithfulness,  by  sub- 
ftituting  a  depleted  and  impoverished  English  for  their 
itandard  text.  It  has  been  the  attainment  of  many  for 
teir  spiritual  profit  to  let  this  portion  of  "  the  word  of 
Shrist  dwell  in  them  richly." 

1^  but  few  persons  will  undertake  to  say,  "  Thy  word 
'.  in  my  heart  have  hid,"  by  garnering  in  their  memories 
■the  words  which  the  Holy  Ghost  teacheth  "  as  they  are 
lere  set  forth,  revised,  and  increased  by  "the  multiplied 
erflions  of  man's  taste."  Conaequently,  their  numbers 
ibove  "three  hundred)  must  he  reduced,  or  the  coming 
ineration,  finding  the  same  metres  in  modem  poetry,  will 
ive  for  the  revisions  and  new  versions  no  surplus  of  ven- 
ation nor  love,  and  enter  other  folds. 
Our  debt  and  its  consequences.  Our  people,  being 
satly  all  employfe,  obtaining  small  wages,  an<^  in  cases, 
mg  out  of  employment,  found  themselves  unable  to  con- 
nd  with  the  debt.    Some  at  least,  among  the  progressive 
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party  in  the  denomination,  had  for  the  enterprise  no  sym- 
pathy, and  proposed  to  have  the  AsBembly  sell  oot  the 
subEtance,  employ  it  on  spots  in  the  West,  and  giTe  Ihe 
money,  toil  and  prayers  of  the  jioor  here  to  the  winds,  so 
fat  as  our  "  displaying  a  banner  for  the  truth  "  in  Boston 
(the  second  commercial  city  of  the  nation)  was  concerned. 
As  a  certain  iield  was  valued  at  a  goodly  price,  so,  while 
the  property  cost  $40,000,  more  or  less,  they  could  selliUt 
least  for  $30,000,  pay  the  debt  and  clear  (beside  receiTing 
hack  the  aid  already  given  by  the  Board  of  Church  Exten- 
sion) 810,000  to  812,(XIO.  The  existence  of  this  tried  peo- 
ple as  a  Christian  church,  and  the  salvation  of  souls  hen 
now  and  in  the  future,  were  secondary  matters  in  such 
minds. 

To  maturely  consider  the  case,  in  1879  the  Boards  of 
Church  Extension  and  Home  Missions  were  associsled 
with  the  trustees  to  report  in  1880.  As  only  three  or  four 
of  these  persons  (twenty -six  in  number)  had  ever  seen  ihe 
field  or  the  property,  the  others  must  judge  all  matt^re  by 
a  distant  western  standard.  The  pastor  desired  to  havean 
assistant,  and,  taking  this  into  account,  this  joint  commit- 
tee reported  to  the  Assembly  that  he  be  recommenfied_  to 
resign,  and  if  he  did  so  the  Board  of  Church  Extension 
was  in  three  years  to  pay  one-half  of  the  debt,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Home  Missions  to  supply  the  preaching  for  five 
years,  or  until  a  pastor  was  settled,  while  with  the  rentsof 
the  dwellings  (about  8600  per  annum,  exclusive  of  tfli_M) 
the  congregation  were  in  five  years  to  pay  the  remaining 
debt. 

Of  this  recommendation  to  be  reported  in  May,  the  psfr 
tor  was  informed  on  April  22d. 

This  he  must  do,  beside  removing  some  hundreiig  of  dol- 
lars of  a  floating  debt  and  paying  the  architect's  bill  of 
8750,  or  the  sale  of  the  estate  by  the  sheriff  might  become 
a  fact.  After  twelve  years  of  double  toil  he  might  say, 
"  Save  me  from  my  friends ! "  But,  as  an  optimist,  he 
"  knew  that  the  heavens  do  rule." 

This  committee  recommended  to  him  to  call  a  roeetit^ 
of  his  Presbytery  to  receive  his  resignation  in  May.  Aflrt 
considering  the  case  he,  in  eleven  days,  replied,  that  ns 
the  ecclesiastical  year  of  the  Assembly  commenced  willi 
July,  he  would  await  the  stated  meeting  of  Presbytery  (* 
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le  29th  day  of  June,  This  he  did  to  complete  his  fifty 
years,  aa  he  was  licenaed  to  preach  the  gospel  on  Juno 
SSth,  1830.  '\^'hen  he  had  to  inform  his  congregation  that 
he  must  stop,  so  that  "  a  new  man  with  new  methods  " 
might  step  in,  a  tlmnderbolt  out  of  a  clear  sky  could  not 
have  astonished  them  more.  No  "  roots  of  bitterness  were 
troubling  "  them.     Neither  the  church,  the  pastor,  nor  the 

Ktesbytery  asked  for  this  change,  nor  thought  of  it,  but  in 
I©  above  way  the  debt  (it  was  supposed)  could  be  more 
■■  an  paid,  while  the  progressives  would  control  the  flelfl. 
When  one,  who  had  been  for  thirty-nine  years  a  pastor, 
•aid,  "How  can  you  endure  this?  it  would  break  me 
down,"  the  reply  was,  we  must  "glory  in  tribulations." 
This  had  to  be  done.  The  elders  had  been  for  months 
thanking  God  for  the  prosperity  of  the  congregation,  and 
U  the  commotions  of  1877-78  bad  spent  their  force,  hope 
Bras  in  the  ascendant.  The  pastor  now  must  shut  his 
mouth.  This  was  to  him  the  "lamentation  and  for  a 
bimentation"  the  woe  of  "preaching  not  the  gospel" 
inder  the  "  necessity." 

The  Presbytery  took  their  own  time  in  dissolving  the 
ration,  and  they  declared  the  pulpit  vacant  on  July  18th, 
Qie  pastor  (after  gathering  his  church  in  fourteen  months) 
having  been  installed  on  July  18th,  1847. 

Lest  he  might  in  any  way  be  a  disturbing  element  in 
the  prosperity  of  the  congregation,  he  soon  afterwards  re- 
Qoved  from  the  bounds.*  To  moderns  his  course  of  pas- 
oral  life  appeared  to  be  suicidal.  Nothing  popular,  no 
lymns,  no  oi^ins,  no  choirs,  no  preludes,  no  postludes, 
_iothing  sensational,  simply  "  preaching  the  unsearchable 
riches  of  Christ"  and  singing  "psalms,"  to  keep  a  church 
(dive  in  the  very  focus  of  "advanced  thought,"  immedi- 
ately beside  the  temples  of  Theodore  Parker  and  Thomas 
fainel 

But  God  honors  his  own  word.  In  the  last  twenty-seven 
'ears  the  pastor  saw  above  twenty  Presbyterian  ministers 
eave  the  city,  while  the  mutations  of  those  of  other  de- 
bominations  were  superabundant.     Father  Fitton  and  the 

"For  the  toil  of  twelve  years  and   private  funds  invested,  he  was 
lUowed  anminlly  [he  Bmoiint  now  psid  V  ihe  seilon,  for  ihe  inferior 
lu  of  ihe  two  divelUngs  id  the  church  estate. 
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Unitarian  Doctors  Bartol  and  Freeman  Clarke,  were  t  3 
only  ones  left  by  him  there,  who  were  officiating  in  B^ztdj 
ton  on  May  20th,  1846. 

During  the  last  year  of  his  pastoral  relation  the  ag^i-p. 
Rate  average  increase  of  membership  in  the  denominaticn 
was  only  2.55  per  cent.,  while  his  was  13.76  per  cent.  To 
this  extent  God  was  pleased  to  "work  by  him."  (Acis 
XV.  12.) 

While  the  ten  orthodox  ministers  of  the  city,  in  prencfi- 
ing  "  New  England  theology,"  had  (according  to  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Cuyler)  an  increase  in  all,  in  1879-80,  of  twenty  mem- 
bers, the  Calvinistic  preacher  keeping  "  the  faith  ^  of  tie 
New  England  Primer,  ignoring  all  "things  without  life 
giving  sound,"  and  using  only  "the  Book  of  PsalniB" 
(Luke  XX.  42)  in  Divine  worship,  was  honored  by  the 
Master  with  a  numerical  increase,  beyond  deaths  and  IB- 
mo  vals,  of  nineteen  souls, 

"  Boasting  is,"  by  Calvinism,  "  excluded,"  yet,  it  is  law- 
ful to  say,  "What  hath  God  wrought."  Divine  appoiQ^ 
ment  reigns  in  his  service  and  worship.  Hence,  to  pronote 
his  own  glory,  he  honors  his  own  appointed  instrumenttli- 
ties  exclusively.  To  all  others  and  their  "  new  methods," 
liB  says,  "Who  hath  required  this  at  your  hand."  (Is. !. 
11, 12.) 

In  answer  to  their  call  the  Rev.  John  Hood,  formerly 
of  West  Hebron,  New  York,  was  installed  pastor  of  thw 
congregation  on  September  7th,  A.  d.  1881.  In  May  tlreir 
roll  was  147,  it,  owing  to  the  varied  supply,  being  reduced 
11  in  the  year. 

During  this  period,  1868-1881,  TkomsonviHe,  CK^bM- 
tained  ordinances,  and  on  October  28th,  1873,  Mr,  Clarifl 
McCracken  was  ordained  and  installed  pastor.  This  reliv- 
tion  still  pleasantly  continues,  and  for  convenience,  BOiBe 
years  since,  at  their  own  request,  as  pastor  and  peoplei 
they  were  by  Synod  dismissed  to  the  First  U.  P.  Prefiby 
tery  of  New  York. 

Between  these  dates  East  Boston  run  its  course.  On 
October  8th,  1868,  a  call  made  by  them  for  the  Rev.  Gewjie 
M.  Clarke,  formerly  of  Nova  Scotia,  was  sustained.  He 
was  installed,  and  much  promise  seemed  to  be  in  the  en- 
joyment of  bis  services  for  a  season.  But  he  could  not  be 
Hmited  to  the  use  of  the  Book  of  Psalms  in  his  pulpit 
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Ities.  He  proved  to  be  bo  much  attached  to  "  para- 
(ruses"  that  trouble  came,  and  on  July  17th,  1870,  ha 
icncd  and  went  to  Canada. 

rhe  congregation  ivere  in  good  working  order.  Ona 
leroiis  adherent  aided  tliom  fiscally  vorj'  much,  and  did 
ich  for  the  congregation  when  vacant,  but  it  was  in  vain. 
B  pastor  had  sowed  seeds  of  discord,  which  could  not 
rooted  up,  and  after  aomp  supply  for  months,  the  church 
*  was  by  Presbytery  deposited  n-ith  its  own  clerk,  who 

ftuthoriied  to  give  ceitificates  to  those  entitled  to  them. 
I«  years  of  delay,  on  April  lltli,  1873,  finding  both 
"t  Boston  and  the  station  at  Hartford,  Ct.,  hopeless, 

ibytery  officially  dissolved  these  organizations. 

I  PromeUncc,  R.  I,  the  Rev.  John  P.  Robb  had  officiated 
tmator  (in  the  V.  P.  church)  from  April  27th,  1860, 
nl  1874,  when  ho  was,  on  January  2d,  released. 
Ifler  varied  candidates  had  teen  heard,  the  congrega- 
h  called  Mr.  M.  H.  McCord,  who  was  ordained  and  in- 
Ued  on  December  29th,  1874.  With  the  morning  of 
mhood  uj>on  him,  a  willing  and  intelligent  people 
hind  him,  in  one  of  our  most  prosperous  manufactuniig 
d  commercial  cities,  he  continues  to  "  make  full  proor 
hJB  ministrv,"  and  returns  a  roll  of  215  members, 
rhe  ministry  of  the  Rc-v.  Joshua  R.  Kyle  was  (notwith- 
Ddlng  a  want  of  attachment  to  the  principles  of  the  de- 
binatioti)  continued  from  April,  a.  d.  1867,  until  Sciv 
Hbtrr  8th,  1875,  when  he  was  disniisiicd  from  Fall  River. 
)iiring  part  of  this  time  he  had  competition,  for  the 
tond  Boston  I'resbyt^^ry,  on  October  9th,  1S72,  "  ap- 
nted  commitU'cs  to  organize  churches  m  Heading,  Fall 
ftt  and  Providence  whenever  the  way  seems  open,"  and 
this  city  the  Rev.  Solttu  F.  Calhoun,  from  Ix)weIl,8oon 
Bnrarda  oaraft.  By  lliis  movement  an  asylum  whs 
Bwd  for  BCme  who"  hud  difliculties  to  brood  over,  bul 

jwrmanent  {jood  canie. 
»  _.«..  nassi'd,  anil  on  Se|)t<!ml>er  .5th,  1876,  the  Rei*. 
H-Turnbull  was  in&l:ill«l  as  pastor,  in  this,  the  firyt 
ton  manufneturin^  city  in  New  England,  for  a  gencm- 
^  Presbvterians  have  abounded,  and  in  a.  d.  1880  the 
irch  roll  wan  increased  nine,  while  it  stands  in  a.  p. 
I  at  169. 
Q  WUktiuonvUU  tlie  Rev,  P.  Y.  Smith  was  reported  at 
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the  end  of  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  as  paat«r.  Thm 
he  still  continues,  ns  a  county  officer,  superintendiDj  iw 
educational  interests,  and,  aa  pastor  of  tne  U.  P.  churcli, 
"taking  heed  to  the  flock."  In  his  limited  field  he  re- 
turns a  roll  of  92  in  A.  D.  1881. 

In  WkitinsviUe,  Mass.,  the  He  v.  Robort  Harkticss 
preached  from  January  8th,  1873,  till  April  22d,  1S;4, 
ivhen,  not  finding  congenial  surroundings,  he  left,  Nol 
BO  much,  or  perhaps  at  all,  from  any  fault  of  hia,  hut  from 
belligerent  manifestations  among  the  peonlo.  After  re- 
ceiving his  resignation,  Preabyterj-  dissolvoa  the  church, 

It  was  re-organizcd  on  December  30th,  1874,  and  Imd 
various  supplies  until  Mr.  James  L.  Thompson  was  or- 
dained and  installed  there  on  June  11th,  1878.  Considoi- 
ing  the  limited  extent  of  the  field,  they  are  prospering  in 
all  things,  and  his  roll  numbers  88  members  in  A.  B. 
1881. 

In  Lawrence  the  Rev.  John  Hogg,  as  pastor,  officinWd 
from  April  7th,  1869,  till  November  23d,  1875.  He  m 
Bucceasful  in  gathering  the  people,  and,  with  them,  in  «■ 
changing  the  small  meeting-houee  for  a  new  one  willi 
modem  conveniences.  In  his  mind  the  lust  of  numlw* 
obtained  a  preponderance  over  his  attachment  to  the  inin- 
ciples  of  his  church,  as  he  found  himself  iucreaaingly  in 
harmony  with  those  who  had  entered  their  "dissent  'in 
the  Assembly  of  1867  in  the  McCune  case. 

That  man  (McCune)  had,  while  a  student,  imbibed  Con- 
gregationahsm,  and  the  Monongahcla  A.  R.  PresliytfiT 
declined,  on  April  12th,  1854,  to  license  him.  He  n% 
however,  quietly  licensed  on  December  25th,  by  the  Firet 
A.  R.  Presbytery  of  Ohio,  and  ordained  without  charp  by 
that  court  in  January,  1856.  He  organized  a  tniiaoD 
church  in  Cincinnati,  to  which  he  preached  until  Mj< 
1867.  He  was  brought  into  the  church  courts  in  1806  fix 
a  work,  which  he  published  on  church  fellowship,  and  tin 
case  having  been  appealed  to  the  ficneral  Assemblj  of 
1867,  it  was  then  decided  that  he  was  guilty  of  "holding 
and  defending  serious  and  fundamental  error  on  thesu'*" 
lect  of  church  fellowship."  He  then  united  witii  ^ 
Presbyterian  church,  organized  a  n on -<Ie nominations 
church  in  the  above-named  city,  which  resulted  in  hi* 
trial  before  the  Presbytery  of  CHncinnafci;  and  allhoogk 
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lot  coTivirtetl  of  positive  error,  it  shewed  his  true  vipwb. 
\nd  he  transferrea  his  rclationa  accordingly.  KFj>ousJng 
he  "sufficiently  divine"  ecclesiaBtical  politv  which  orijii- 
bl1«d  at  Salem,  Mass.,  on  August  tith,  102^,  he  nocupii^s 
t  Dallas,  Texas,  as  an  "acting  pustor"  (Congre</atioiial 
lear  Book,  1881)  to  23  members. 
From  the  "  decrees  "  of  the  Assembly  in  his  caae,  there 
rero  "  (liasenters  "  who  sympathized  with  him  in  flonie  of 
lirogresBive  views.  None  of  these  were  found  among 
1  of  experience,  and  "the  spirit  of  the  age"  demanding 
riQoviition,  the  ohurcli  haa  hardly  been  recentlv  a  year 
rithoiit  the  apitalion  pixxlnced  by  "  overtures."  iVnlniody 
ntft  tosflcd  like  a  weaver's  shuttle.  Revisions,  new  vcr- 
Sona,  psalters,  selections  sent  down  and  reported  up  from 
ear  to  year,  did  not  increase  obedience  to  the  Divine  in- 
unctions, "  Take  heed  to  the  doctrine,"  "  feed  the  flock." 
natural  seciuence  to  agitation  about  the  matter  of 
iraiae  came  the  manner  of  rendermg  it,  and  in  1876  an 
vrertore  was  demanded  to  eliminate  from  the  avowed 
■iadples  of  the  church,  sec,  5,  art.  2,  chap.  3,  of  her  Di- 
etory  for  Worship.  While,  in  187G,  this  did  not  obtain 
le  necessary  two-thirds  vot«  to  send  it  down,  yot  it 
urked  the  iirogresflive  force  of  the  "dissenters,"  6S  it 
tood  86  for  cliango  to  74  for  "  letting  well  enougli  nlonc," 
New  versions  of  the  Psalms  were  prepared,  not  tor  psalm 
nee.  but  for  such  tunes  as  were  popular  among  the  varied 
of  human  hymns,  10,000  of  which  times  (according 
Fitz)  have  perished  in  New  England,  all  the  otrspring 
)f  modern  tastes.  As  domestic  insubordination  aug- 
ient«d,  as  family  worship  became  of  less  importance, 
kUdren  and  youth  came  to  the  front  and  "clamoured  for 
|)riffhtl}'  music," 
"^  Ti>  this,  "  the  spirit  of  the  land,"  she  must  yield,  and  to 
akethe  hopcoftlie  church,  her  children,  steadfast  UniUxl 
miln'torianR,  they  must  be  supplied  with  the  Tutva- 
nb  applied  to  portions  of  God's  word.  As  tho"13.S 
lions,  ciiihracin^  1  IT  ])S.tlms,"  in  addition  to  the  former 
Mmion,  niukiiij;  in  all  SCI  songs,  were  obviously  too 
nmerous  for  cliiUlren  U>  Itecomc  acquainted  with  thnn, 
1  especially  to  Iciirii  tiiem  as  portions  of  Divine  truth  : 
I'M  Belectionii  must  be  made,  and  "  what  God  hnu 
togetlier  man  must  put  asunder,"  and  call  the  bag- 
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ments  "  Bible  Soors."  Of  the  General  Assembly  of  1881, 
but  one  man,  a  ruling  elder  (it  is  said),  had  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  preceding  one.  Consequently  the  action  of 
1879,  which  opened  this  flood-gate  of  childish  doing,  was 
not  fully  approved  by  the  Assembly  of  1880,  and  while 
tliey  could  not  stop  the  "  sprightly  music "  which  hid 
been  written  or  selected  for  these  "songs."  and  was  sent- 
tered  by  thousands  of  copies  prematurely  Hmoi^  the 
churches,  they  appointed  a  committee  of  five  to  report  in 
the  case.  One  of  these  was  the  leading  musician  who  hiid 
for  years  led  on  the  "  clamour  "  (as  he  called  it),  and  in 
reporting  with  his  compeer,  said :  1."  It  was  in  an  emi- 
nent degree  such  a  book  as  the  Assembly  ordered.  2. 
For  14,000  copies  had  been  sold  in  five  months.  3.  It 
would  be  an  aid  if  used,  4.  Any  change  would  invoive 
great  expense  in  the  purchase  of  new  music.  5.  It  would 
produce  confusion  and  look  like  trifling."  Themftjority 
reported :  "  The  principle  of  selections  is  '  a  very  serious 
error.'  1.  It  is  subversive  of  our  position.  2.  It  involves 
the  rejection  of  a  portion  of  the  psalms,  as  unsuitable  to 
be  used  in  the  Sabbath-school.  3.  It  is  an  assamptiMi 
that  the  Book  of  Psalms  is  not  suited  to  be  a  system  of 

E raise  for  children.  4.  Its  tendency  is  to  exclude  the 
ook  of  Paalma  from  the  church  in  a  few  years,  and  5.  Is 
a,  mutilation  of  God's  book  of  praise," 

The  Assembly  authorized  the  Board  of  Publication  to 
publish  "Bible  Songs"  to  meet  the  demand,  said  "no 
farther  action  on  this  matter  is  necessary  at  the  present 
time,"  and  overtured,  "Shall  section  five,  article  two, 
chapter  three  of  the  Directory  for  Worship  be  repealed?" 
This  section  forbids  the  use  of  instrumental  music  in  di- 
vine worship.  A  certain  class  of  men  must  be  populoTj 
and  this  innovation  Mr.  Hogg  did  not  discountenance  in 
Lawrence,  as  an  organ,  in  opposition  to  the  authority  of 
the  church,  has  been  for  years  used  there.  He  reagned 
in  November,  1875. 

Among  the  supplies  who  officiated  there  afterwards  wm 
Mr.  Albert  G.  McCoy.  It  was  believed  that  an  unanimoofl 
call  would  have  been  extended  to  him,  and  when  aekeJ 
privately  as  to  the  appearance  of  the  congregation,  he  an- 
swered, "  It  is  a  Presbyterian  congregation,  and  a  good 
one,  but  where  the  '  United  Presbyterian '  comes  in  I  can- 
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liot  Sep."  Among  supply  Bubsequently  sent  was  the  Rev. 
John  Auld  Burns.  His  health  was  not  good,  yet  he  was 
installed  on  August  4th,  1876. 

While  using  medical  means,  he  succumbed  to  "  Bright'a 
disease,"  and  as  the  taper  of  life  grew  shorter,  he  "  preached 
IS  a  dying  man  to  dyin^;  men." 

Instead  of  trifling  with  modem  themes,  supposed  to  bo 
"abreast  of  the  times,"  he  digested"  Ambrose  looking  unto 
Jesus,"  and  to  that  people  preached  the  gospel  with  ail  tho 
grace  of  novelty.  They  were  interested  and  edified,  but 
his  end  came  on  March  28th,  1S78, 

The  Rev.  Robert  A.  McAyeal,  D.  D.,  was  admitted  to  the 
pastorate  of  this  church  on  January  21st,  1879.  He  not 
only  possesses  great  ability,  guided  by  above  twenty 
years  of  experience,  but  is  decidedly  "abreast  of  tho 
times,"  and  is  as  progressive  as  the  law  of  his  limitation 
will  allow  him  to  be.  Employing  "  Bible  Songs  "  (with  the 
organ  looking  on,  if  not  joining  in),  he  has  one  hundred 
and  fifty-sis  scholars  in  his  Sabbath  school.  That  the 
old  version  of  the  psalms  were  best  to  be  used,  he  does  not 
believe,  but  afBrms  that  in  order  to  gather  United  Presby- 
terians into  the  church  in  New  England,  the  "new  ver- 
sion "  must  be  used.  With  this  opinion  his  returns  do 
Bot  correspond. 

In  1880  his  number  on  the  roll  was  200;  in  1881  it  was 

181,     This  may  be  to  some  extent  owing  to  removals  for 

mployment,  but  in  all  United  Presbyterian  churciies  in 

le  seaboard  cities,  the  "gnarled  vigor"  of  the  Scotch  ver- 

rion  (wherever  due  pains  are  taken  to  explain  the  divine 

Brigin,  appointment  and  meaning  of  the  psalms)  is  most 

effective.     "The  words  which  the  Holy  Ghost  teach eth  " 

f  "  the  simplicity  of  Christ "  than  do  the  same 

iTords  diffused  or  contracted  through  the  enticing  words 

f  man's  wisdom  in  imitation  of  modem  poetry. 

^^     United  Prenbyterian  Presbytery  of  Vermont     In  Baniet  the 

Rev.  John  Service  labored  "from  1868  till  March  8th,  1877. 

Chey  were  then  vacant  until  February  19th,  1879,  when 

iie  Rev.  Robert  N.  Hamiriond  was  ordained  and  installed 

lastor.     In  May,  1881,  his  roll  stood  at  139. 

■   In  Ryegate  the  Rev.  Alexander  Y.  Houston  was  installed 

February  13th,  1873,  and  was  pastor  till  February,  1875. 

On  June  10th,  1876,  the  Rev.  James  R.  Clupperton  was  in- 
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stalled,  and  was  released  on  July  3d,  ISSl,  leaving  a  roll 
of  ninety-seven. 

Greensboro  had  only  the  uncertain  subaistence  of  BUp- 
pliea  for  several  years  until  October  23d,  1878,  when  Mr. 
Albert  8.  Stewart  was  ordained  and  installed.  On  Jan- 
uary 17th,  1881,  he  resigned.  They  are  still  vacttDt. 
Boll  in  May,  1881,  fifty-nine. 

Such  is  our  representation  of  the  United  Prosbyterinn 
Church  of  North  America  in  New  England  in  1881.  %i 
condition  of  the  churches  in  this  peculiar  region  is  attract- 
ing the  attention  of  thinking  men.  They  see  "  the  ^Id 
becoming  dim,"  and  some  of  them  art-  virtually  saya^ 
"Consider  of  it,  take  advice,  and  speak  your  minds. 
Hence  (among  others)  Prof.  George  P.  Fisher  contribuWs 
a  most  snggeative  article  to  the  Nortli  American  Remet  for 
October  on  " The  Elements  of  Puritanism,"  on  whiobtttf 
editor  of  the  Evangelical  Repository  (of  the  United  Preeby- 
tcrian  Church)  is  constrained  to  say: 

"The  introduction  to  the  essay  describes  the  diaiKd 
which  have  taken  place  in  the  matter  of  praise  and  tbt 
manner  of  rendering  it  during  the  last  century.  IfitwM 
not  a  matter  of  history,  the  accuracy  of  which  cannot  I* 
questioned,  it  would  be  hard  to  believe  that  New  England 
only  a  century  ago  was  so  sound,  sober  and  conservotin 
in  its  religious  doctrines  and  modes  of  worship  as  it  Bft- 
doubtedly  was.  Marking  as  we  do,  not  only  with  tvf- 
prise,  but  with  a  degree  of  sadness,  these  great  changes,  tbe 
question  at  once  arises  in  the  mind,  are  we  not  foDowing 
rapidly  in  the  wake  of  New  England  ? 

''We  trust  we  will  not  be  regarded  as  unduly  conserv*' 
tive  if  we  express  the  earnest  hope  that  even  in  eccleaiastl- 
cal  changes  which  affect  only  the  outward  forms  of  iwr- 
ship,  we  will  not  press  too  rapidly  in  the  footsteps  of  the 
New  England  Puritans.  We  think  there  are  but  few  of 
-our  people  who  do  not  feet  that  the  supposed  progress  of 
Puritanism  in  New  England  has  been  retrogression." 

To  this  editor  the  writer  would  say,  provoke  your 
■  brother  editors  of  our  other  United  Presbyterian  perioili- 
cals  to  "  ponder  the  path  of  their  feet,"  and  to  them  sing 
the  Canadian  boat-song —  ' 

"Row,  broibers,  row,  for  the  rapids  are  ii' 
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To  complete  our  survey,  wo  require  full  information 
from  Peacham,  Oaftsbury,  Topsham,  West  Barnet,  and 
perhaps  other  places  in  Vermont,  where  there  are  members 
of  the  Reformed  pereuasion,  but  after  earnest  requests  and 
patient  waiting,  replies  to  inquiries  have  not  been  obtained. 
If  they  had  been,  the  field  (New  England,  it  is  believed') 
would  be  fully  represented,  and  but  little,  if  anything,  of 
Presbyterianism  have  been  left  upnoticed. 

So  to  approximate  the  number  and  prosperity  of  these 
unknown  churches,  I  suppose  them  to  contain  probably 
200  members — possibly,  with  Kyegate  and  South  Barnet, 
400  members  in  all,  so  that  in  a  population  of  4,100,000 
the  whole  membership  under  the  general  name  will  be  in 
the  Reunited  Church,  3,814;  in  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church,  892;  in  the  Reformed  churches  in  Boston,  313, 
making  probably  in  all  about  5,400  members,  and  of  the 
population  some  ten  or  fifteen  thousand  souls. 

Beside  these,  it  is  believed  there  are  nearly  as  many 
other  Presbyterians  in  the  region  who  are  careless  and  un- 
cared  for — who  have  become  indifferent  about  their  souls' 
■alvation,  to  say  nothing  of  the  thousands  who  have 
tmiled  with  other  persuasions.  In  view  of  their  condition, 
their  prospects  and  their  doom,  they  may  say,  "  Men  of 
Israel,  help."  This  plea  and  petition  are  intensified  by 
the  fact  that  others  are  daily  coming,  and  will  in  future 
pour  into  her  commercial  towns.  Woo  will  care  for  their 
Bouls?     Will  no  man? 

1868-1881— iJt/onnerf  Prabj/lerian—Wai.  Graham  in  Boston— Increase 
slow,  but  more  perniarien'l- Hired  halls — Presbyterians  suffer  lean  in 
Iheni  in  Boston  than  elxewhere — Began,  to  build  in  1873,  and  under  their 
own  roof  Febniary  ISlh,  1874— Aid  cailed  foi— Their  edifice  ccatly— 
Ah  Presbyterians  they  could  not  hold  or  enjoy  under  State  law — Theii 
numbers  now— Division — Seeond  MtfomKd  PrtUylcrittn  Church  in  Ban- 
ton— Never  asiation-Eev.D.McFallinBUiliBdJiiiy  11th,  1873— They 
pureliaaed  a  church  estate  title — Self-supporting — -They  were 
noticed — Travestied  in  the  Daily  Ji'mw  and  by  the  Sua  as  a  "queer 
religiiMUi  seel " — Above  the  average  amount  of  pulpit  power — Rev.  E. 
D.  Wins! ow,  who  ridicules  them,  himself  a  forger  and  a  villain — 
Some  men  their  sins  follow  aftcr^Boston  as  a  field  for  these  queer 
folk,  and  their  success  looks  like  "the  burning  bush" — A  curious 
fict— He  led  the  court  for  wisdom — Thej  are  now  owned  extensively 
by  the  head  of  the  church  in  maintaining  the  Calvinism  of  the 
Puritans. 
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We  have  noticed  the  gathering  of  a  Reformed  Preahyte- 
rian  Church  in  Boston,  and  its  organization  on  July  12lh, 
1854  From  the  12th  of  July,  1860,  the  Rev.  Wm, 
Graliam  aa  pastor  "  took  heed  to  the  iiock."  The  increase 
was  of  necessity  slow,  but  this  contributed  to  permanency. 
In  common  with  others,  this  people  worshipped  in  hired 
halls,  but  io  Boston  (it  is  believed)  a  new  church  enle> 

Erise  will  suffer  leas  in  such  places  than  in  any  other  city 
nown  to  the  writer,  "rtiere  exists  no  air  of  sacredness 
about  such  a  place,  and  floating  persons  will  occasionftUy 
venture  in.  Still  changes  from  place  to  place  tax  attaoli- 
ment  to  principle,  and  a  permanent  house  of  worship  be- 
comes a  necessity. 

This  pastor  and  his  people  began  to  build  a  chmch  in 
August,  1873,  and  on  February  15th,  1874,  they  com- 
menced public  worship  under  their  own  roof.  Thia  in- 
cessantly taxed  their  energies,  and  they  had  to  call  ex- 
tensively on  others  for  aid. 

In  such  enterprises  much  is  economized  by  having  the 
assistance  of  mechanical  skill  at  hand  to  determine 
values,  and  in  their  case  nothing  or  but  little  was  is  this 
way  saved.  Their  spacious  church  edifice  was  costly, 
still  they  have  been  able,  in  the  face  of  great  disadvaa- 
tages,  to  retain  it.  In  common  with  all  other  Presbyt«- 
rians,  they  could  not  hold  and  enjoy  their  church  estate  iu 
Massachusetts  by  a  board  of  trustees,  and  their  tenure  is 
provided  for  otherwise.  By  being  "steadfast  and  an- 
movable,"  they  are  now  able  under  the  divine  bieBSing 
to  grow,  having  "  an  active  membership  of  two  hundHa 
and  nine  ( 209),  with  seventeen  others  sustaining  to  tinsa 
a  nominal  relation,  but  whom  they  do  not  count." 

We  are  not,  however,  to  suppose  that  for  twenty-BCven 
years  this  congregation  have  had  only  unbroken  repose  in 
their  associated  fellowship.  It  was  otherwise.  Individ- 
uals from  other  "  strait  sects "  uniting  with  them,  intro- 
duced their  shades  of  opinion,  and  a  congregation  hived 
out  of  the  original  one,  in  whim  separation  tiie  dislike  of 
persons  and  unwillingness  to  associate  with  them  was  prob- 
ably more  in  force  than  any  change  of  doctrinal  opinion. 

"  The  Second  Boston  Beformed  Presbyterian  congregiitm" 
was  organized  by  conmiission  of  the  Kew  York  Presbytery 
on  November  21at,  1871.    It  was  never  a  mission  atati%  ■ 
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int  always  a  Belf-supporting  congregation,  originally  of 
birty  members.  As  a  vacancy  they  were  supplied  by  tlie 
Tev.  T.  M,  Elder,  of  Dayton,  Pa.,  and  others  under  the  an- 
lointment  of  tlieir  Presbvtery.  On  May  18th,  1871,  the 
[ev.  David  McFall  was  settled  at  Oil  City,  Pa._,  and  on  re- 
viving a  call,  was  translated  to  Boston  and  installed  on 
luly  11th,  1873. 

In  abandoning  hired  halls  they  had  some  advantage,  as 
hey  were  enabled  iu  Octobur,  1879,  to  purchase  at  a  low 
(rice  a  good  church  edifice,  one  built  by  and  for  years 
i«med  by  the  orthodox,  from  which  the  occupants  had 
lived  to  fill  the  empty  seats  proti'ered  to  them  upder  the 
niniatry  of  the  successor  of  the  late  Rev.  E.  N.  Kirk,  D.  D. 
iere  also  title  must  vest  in  Individuals,  for  as  Presby- 
Btians,  to  say  nothing  of  their  want  of  citizenship,  they 
ould  not  as  a  church  hold  or  enjoy  real  estate  in  Boston, 
br  the  worship  of  God.  As  tbey  were  Belf-supporting 
rfaen  only  thirty  strong,  they  are  not  lees  so  now  when 
hey  number  one  hundred  and  four  active  members.  Be- 
ere  noticing  their  growth  amidst  their  surrounding, 
tmust  be  observed  that  by  the  hyran-einging  community 
tsy  were  unnoticed  and  unknown.  Hence  a  Boston 
iper,  the  Daily  News,  in  1S72,  with  the  New  York  Sun, 
itLS  travesties  Uiem : 

"There  is  a  queer  religious  sect  in  St.  Louis,  called 
■none  tliemselves  by  the  honored  name  of  Covenanters — 
>  which  they  doubtless  have  no  right — altlioujjh  not  so 
eeigtutled  in  the  list  of  churches  given  in  the  City  Diruc- 
uy.  Its  members  are  not  allowed  to  exercise  the  right  of 
tUTrafte;  but  there  is  nothing  in  their  belief  to  prevent 
Bill  from  holding  office  when  they  are  afforded  the  op- 
ortnnity,  and  several  of  them  enjo}'  snug  positions  under 
lie  city  and  county  governments.  A  member  who  marries 
bteidfl  of  the  pale  of  the  church  is  at  once  excomniuni- 
itcd.  Recently  a  son  of  one  of  the  most  prominent  Icnd- 
B  of  the  faith  came  of  age,  and  celebrated  his  acnssion  to 
m  dignity  of  manhood  by  voting,  like  a  good  citizen,  iit 
to  next  election.  Whereupon  the  church  took  action^ 
id  oast  him  from  among  thom  as  unworthy  of  fellowship. 
^t  nn  elder,  who  was  sliorlly  afterward  proven  i!uilty  of 
KM9  Immorality,  was  perniilttil  Iu  ri;tain  both  his  mem- 
inhip  ttuU  his  oHicc.  — A".  1'  Sun. 
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That  any  man  should  publish  a  paper  in  New  York, 
where  some  of  much  above  the  average  amount  of  piitni; 

f lower  has  been  and  is  wielded  by  Doctors  of  Divinity  oe- 
onging  to  this  "  queer  religious  sect,"  and  ignore  th«m  be- 
cause a  cent  a  liner  reports  them  thus,  only  shews  how  fet 
Buch  professed  elevators  of  human  character  as  editors  are 
qualified  for  the  position  they  assume.  Beyond  this  M 
must  look  at  the  light  cast  on  the  Covenanters  in  Boelon 
in  this  scrap,  copied  by  the  immatiulate  Rev.  E.  D.  Wii» 
low,  a  Methodist  preacher,  who,  on  Sabbath,  January  9th, 
1S76,  after  inculcating  Arminianism  in  Auburn'dale,  Maaa, 
left  his  Daily  Neios  and  fled  for  Holland,  where,  if  one* 
reached,  no  extradition  treaty  would  return  him  to  be 
"  proven  guilty  of  gross  immorality." 

Into  the  account  must  be  here  taken,  however,  bisbetief 
in  "  falling  from  grace,"  wliich  he  might  recover  again,  ao 
he  was  a  forger  (it  was  published}  only  to  the  extent  of 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  "Some  men's  sins  are 
open  beforehand,  going  before  to  judgment ;  and  some  men 
they  follow  after." 

when  we  look  at  Boston  as  a  field,  where  only  "ten  per 
cent-  of  the  population  are  Protestant  evangelical,"  and 
then  at  this  "  queer  religfioua  sect "  preaching  Calvinism 
and  singing  "  Rouse,"  it  appears  verv  much  as  if  "  the 
angel  of  the  Lord  were  in  the  midst  of  tne  bush,"  especially 
as  it  not  only  is  not  consumed,  but  grows.  It  is  also  a 
curious  fact  that  the  oldest  pastor  of  ^is  "  queer  religious 
sect "  in  Boston  should  be,  aa  he  probably  is,  the  only  Pr»- 
byterian  minister  in  Massachusetts  who  has  with  prayer, 
opened  the  Supreme  Court  of  a  State  in  wliich,  from  the 
first,  "an  Athenian  democracy  was  in  its  mould,"  and  yet 
be  unknown  to  or  ignored  by  the  press  of  the  cities. 

His  residence  is  opposite  to  the  court  house  of  Middlesex 
county  in  East  Cambridge,  and  as  another  at  the  appointed 
time  did  not  appear,  on  request,  he  led  the  court,  bar  >nd 
jury  to  the  throne  of  grace  in  prayer,  that  wisdom  luigfat 
descend  upon  "  the  powers  that  be."  On  hia  part  Iiers 
there  was  no  intense  bigotry,  although  he  belongs  to  Um 
"queer  religious  sect"  which  are  now  owned  more  lixien- 
sively  in  Boston  by  the  Head  of  the  church  than  anr 
other  in  maintaining  the  Calvinism  of  the  Pilgrims  anil 
I'uritana,  which  in  former  generations  made  New  Fnglft^ 
"a  praise  in  the  earth." 


I 


IN    SEW    ENGLAND.  475 

In  Vermont.  Since  1868,  at  Ryegate.  the  Rev.  James  M. 
kiattic  continues  to  ofliciate  acceptably,  seeinK  the  pleasure 
'  the  Lord  etill  prospering  in  his  hand.  He  returns  in 
D.  1881  a  roll  of  69  members ;  Rev.  J.  C.  Taylor,  East 
Dmftsbury,  69 ;  Rev.  D.  C.  Faria,  Barnet.  79 ;  Rev.  J.  C.  K. 
Paris,  Topsham,  37 ;  Rev.  W.  R.  Laird,  St  Johnsbury,  63 ; 
total,  317  members.         

COSCLUSION. 

If  ire  have  doije  well — Semi-fleparalintn — Cnlvin — Great  perxoni — A  few 
«mall  accidenUil  points — Thtir  cliurth  polity— Prexbyterian — In  wor- 
ahip — In  Europe  no  apporl unity— Before  lliey  land  tliev  entabiiKli 
a<n\  government — What  it  was— The  gosemnr'a  mesaage — The  con- 
tract— The  record  in  the  Frencli  church  in  Boclon — Tbcncc  taboi  an 
loot — An  account  of  it — Mr.  Scott  snejcetilf — Honor  due  to  the«e  Pres- 

KWterinn* — Their  nnmen  the  acorn— Did  not  undertake  to  reform— A» 
tile  chaplains  did— Nor  trilie — Elder  Brewster— Pro! ecting  thfir 
bome*— Tn  time  became  aminiilated — To  the  Bay  people — To  chem  we 

'  rcnrt — Connrcgationoliini — W'liere  born — Jm  nature  and  tendcnnr — 
Inlolemnl — Leaveningotherclenflminationa — L'nnetUins  fixed  Initli — 
lis  " anjiwtifiable  reslrainin" — Thtir  polity  Hketched — Roger  Wil- 
linnu  —  Bnpli"ls — ^  Quaker*  —  Papists —  Episcopal  Metliodisla — Blas- 
phemy— Voted  the  Trinity  out — Less  nggreuive — Adequate  insljira- 
tion — Advanced  thought- Success  of  the  chaplains  among  Episcopal- 
tUM — Beatmints  on  Presbyterian inm — Kew  Eneland  ttystem  llie 
craliire  of  '■cirannuitancee" — Proof — "Sufficiently  divine"— Now 
diflUsive — "Tastes" — A  germ- A  delight  to  some— lis  legitimate  "le- 
dtictionii  mike  an  "  unknown  quantity  " — Not  all  of  darkne*' — Mnnjr 
among  ttie  elect— Systems  only — Tmnsmilled  from  minds — It  hiu 
•ire|il  around  ilie  circle — Marriase  relation  assailed — Divorce — Coin- 
Inoa — Oovemor    Andrew — Sin(!la    blemedneMt— Kare  proiluctions — 

I  Mormonism — Ita  origin — Influence* — A  new  inapiratioii — "Golden 
*lbl«tlt" — Smith — Insubonl  inn  lion  increasing — An  a  system  buill  on 
circumntancea  " — It  imbues  Presbyterian  ism — Not  mnltiplving  ihe 
MiRti — To  the  rear — Its  pew  power^Sy  sterna  I  iied  in  New  York— In 
"  '  — Separating  oumel veil — We  should  remember  the  Divine 
)Ur  polily— Its  cost  to  otliers — Its  valuable  influences — This 

.  b  OUT  dtily — Let  ihe  Presbyterian  Church  of  tlio  future  be  marked 
bj  leaching  the  word — An  imperative  neceuily— Sabbath  school  may 
}m   uncurtain — War<e    than    luelem — "Sunday   txkokii"— Superficial 

I  Ueaa— The  hope — The  pareittal  vow — lis  nieaning — Acting  l^  JTOiy 
— Ignonint — A  ■uhterfnge — Answered — TJie  ri^ht  use  of  a  help  so 
nluatile-— A  unitary  influence — Seek  to  poimlarile  service* — Slc^inK 
— A  heathen's  view- The  farce — Knox  anil  his  si ngen— Application 
—Depriving  the  mawes — Soddenlng — Some  get  nnisic  to  suit  ihcm 
•Wwliere~^tixed  niullitiide* — Such  acquisiliomi — Tlie  geimine  arti- 
«le~With  tlieoe  oonsidernilon*  we  cloiw — The  acene  not  jayou»— After 
jui  Mperiuient  uf  two  hundred  and  fifty  yean— It  iBi|ia!r»  the  forveof 
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truth— Waiing  feeble— Thirtj- three  Presbyterbn  coHKngatioi*- 
Orthodox,  the  number  of— Lobh  in  1880— Descending  aode — Prtsbj- 
teriiLniflm  gravitating  atso- — Said,  not  intrude — The  command  is  go- 
Bible  not  the  hold  now  on  the  Puritnn  mind— If  they  ohoiild  retire- 
Probabilities— Factory  towna — Fields  for  labor — Eternally  wrong— 
For  any  measure  of  our  modem  charity— New  England  ininit  be  re- 
deemed— Duty,  not  auceess,  is  the  irtandard- If  it  should  bow  ilwlt 
with  salt — Presbyterian isra  muBt  show  "a  more  excellent  way  "— 
ErrorUtK  will  not  be  perpetual,  for  [he  dominion  under  tlie  whole 
heaven  ia  appropriated  to  the  BaiiiUt  of  the  Mwt  High,  and  Ihey  ilialt 
obey  him— Reader,  farewell — We  must  atand  in  our  lots  in  the  end- 
Let  at  keep  tlie  faith. 

Such,  then,  is  our  "History  of  Presbyterian  ism  in  New 
England."  "If  we  have  done  well  and  as  ie  fitting  the 
atory,  it  is  that  which  we  desired :  if  slenderly  and  meanly, 
it  ia  that  which  we  could  attain  unto."  \Ve  have  seen 
"  aemi-separatists "  from  the  Church  of  England  bsoish 
themselves  to  the  continent  of  Europe  for  "freedom  to 
worship  God,"  and  there,  after  several  years,  becoming 
deeply  indebted  to  the  "Institutes  "  of  the  immortal  Cal- 
vin (and  very  extensively  adopting  his  "sound  doctrine") 
for  their  order  of  religious  and  civil  liberty.  For  when  the 
"agents  went  into  England  to  treat  with  the  Virginia  Com- 
pany and  with  several  great  persona  about  the  court,  unto 
them  they  made  evident  their  agreement  with  the  F^nch 
Reformed  churches  (Presbyterian)  in  all  things  whatsoever, 
except  in  a  few  small  accidental  points."  (Mag.,  toL  i-, 
p.  48.) 

Imbued  with  these  teachings,  we  see  their  church  potilr, 
before  they  cross  the  Atlantic  and  which  they  bring  will) 
them,  in  all  but  "a  few  small  accidental  points"  purrly 
Presbyterian.  While  in  worship  they  had  substituted  lor 
the  Episcopal  version  of  Sternhold  and  Hopkins  that  of 
Ainsworth,  a  minister  of  their  oivn  persuasion,  wliioJi  tlwy 
continued  to  use  for  sixty  years  in  the  wildurni-ss,  awl 
which  they  sang  by  note  without  reading  the  lint?.  In 
Europe  they  had  no  opportunity  of  setting  forth  lh«r 
views  of  civil  government,  but  before  they  leave  (he 
"  Mayflower"  this  was  done,  and  of  their  action  wo  hafc 
two  accounts. 

"November  11th,  1620,  Saturday,  being  thus  arrive*!, 
they  fall  on  their  knees  and  bless  the  God  of  heaven  cU. 
Before  they  land,  they  this  day  combine  into  a  Bodj  Poii> 
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tick  by  a  solemn  contract,  to  which  they  set  their  hnnds, 
US  the  basis  of  their  government  in  this  new  found  coun- 
try ;  chuse  Mr.  John  Carver,  their  governor  for  the  first 
year."    (/V.  N.  E.  Chron.,  p.  73.) 

"At  their  first  arrival,  November  11th,  1620,  they  did  as 
the  Ughl  of  nature  itself  directed  them,  immediately  in  the 
harbor  sign  an  Inntramenl,  as  a  foundation  of  their  future 
and  needful  government;  wherein  declaring  themselves 
the  loyal  subjects  of  the  Crown  of  England,  they  did  com- 
bine into  a  body  poUlick  and  solemnly  engage  submission 
and  obedience  to  the  laws,  ordinances,  acts,  constUtUUms  and 
officers,  that  from  time  to  time  should  be  thought  most 
con^'cnient  for  tlie  general  good  of  the  colony.  And  they 
chose  Mr.  John  Carver  their  governor."  (Mag.,  vol.  i., 
p.  52.) 

"In  1621,  Mr.  William  Bradford  was  elected  governor, 
with  five  assistants,  which  office,  (with  the  exception  of 
three  years  by  Mr,  Winslow  and  two  by  Mr,  Prince  to  re- 
'ileve  him),  he  held  *br  thirty-seven  years,  and  died  on 
Afay  9th,  1G57,  in  the  sixty-ninth  year  of  his  age."  {Mag., 
irol.  i.,pp.  113,  114.) 

"  March  23d,  1623.  was  a  yearly  court  day,  the  Governor 
cooiraunicntes  his  intelligence  (in  modern  phraseolo^' 
*  delivers  his  mossage')  to  the  whole  company,  and  asks 
Ueir  advice.  They  leave  it  to  him,  with  his  assistants 
suid  the  captain  (of  their  military.  Miles  Standish),  to  do 
OS  they  think  most  meet"  This  was  in  the  midst  of  li 
:\rai  with  the  Indians.  Of  the  "  Contract,"  or  "  Instru- 
ment," and  of  tlie  yearly  transactions  of  bis  government, 
iie  kept  a  record,  which,  a  century  or  so  after  his  death, 
'vas  conveyed  to  Boston,  and  there  appropriately  de- 
posited in  the  French  Presbyterian  meeting-house. 

This  fact  is  brought  to  notiue  in  the  lost  quarter  of  the 
nineteenth  centurv. 

"Tlie  Chamberfain  of  the  city  of  Ijondon,  the  Hon.  Ben- 
jamin Scott,  writes  to  the  Timex,  saying: 

"'In  the  Bishop  of  London's  library  at  Fulham,  is  a 
manuscript  in  the  handwriting  of  Governor  Bradford, 
siving  a  diary  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Pilgrims,  contain- 
biB  the  Compact  or  Constitution,  out  of  which  arose  the 
Jederation  now  termed  the  United  States.  It  was  captured 
as  booty  by  a  soldier  from  the  old  French,  (Scott  says 
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German)  church  in  Boston,  and  forms  the  "  Bctok  nf  Gene- 
sis" of  the  American  Nation.'  'Mr.  Scott  siigjjests,  Ihnl 
in  the  midst  of  our  national  sorrow,  it  be  presented  in  tbe  I 
name  of  the  Queen  to  the  United  States  at  the  Yorldoini 
Centennial,  on  October  19th,  1881.'"  (.Phila.  Lai,  Oct 
6th,  1881.)* 

So  much  honor  is  due  to  those  old  psalm-sineing  ft*  I 
byterian  Calvinists,  and  this  "solemn  OiKfrtMS,  Govemer  I 
Bradford  gives  us  in  the  following  words ;  I 

"In  the  name  of  God,  Amen.  We,  whose  names  are 
underwritten,  the  loyal  subjects  of  our  dread  sovereisn 
Lord  King  James,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britnin, 
France  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  etc.,  elt 
Having  undertaken,  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  advance- 
ment of  the  Christian  faith,  and  honour  of  our  King  BiiJ 
country,  a  voyage  to  plant  the  first  colony  in  the  northtrn 
parts  of  Virginia;  do,  by  these  presents,  eolemnly  and 
mutually,  in  the  presence  of  God,  and  of  one  another, 
covenant  and  eombine  ouraelves  together  unto  a  Civil 
Body  Politick,  for  our  better  ordering  and  preservation, 
and  furtherance  of  the  ends  aforesaid;  and  by  virtu* 
hereof  to  enact,  constitute  and  frame  such  just  and  equal 
laws,  ordinances,  acts,  constitutions  and  offices  from  lime 
to  time,  as  shall  be  thought  most  meet  and  convenient  for 
the  general  ^ood  of  the  colony,  onto  which  we  promiM  all 
due  submission  and  obedience. 

"  In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunder  siibscri1>cd  cnuf 
names,  at  Cape  Cod,  the  11th  of  November,  in  th«  year  of 
the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord,  King  James,  of  Eii^iiBii, 
France  and  Ireland,  the  eighteenth,  and  of  ScoUund  the 
iifty-fourth.  Anno  Domini  1C20.     (P,  Ckron.,  np.  84, 85.) 

"Mr.  John  Carver,  Wm.  Bradford,  Mr.  Kaward  \l'tri»> 
low,  Mr.  William  Brewster,  Mr.  Isaac  Allerton,  Oaptnln 
Miles  Blandish,  John  Alden,  Mr.  Samuel  Fuller.  Ni. 
Christopher  Martin,  Mr.  William  Mullins,  Mr.  WiltUin 
White,  Mr.  Richard  Warren,  John  Howland,  Air.  Ste[>hwn 
Hopkins,  Edward  Tilly,  John  Tilly,  Francis  Cook,  Thomas 
Rogers,  Thomas  Tinker,  John  liidgdale,  Edward  Fal!«, 

•  Mr.  Scolt'n  soggesiion  was  not  acceded  Id.  anil  in  lien  of  tbin,  ^ 
AmericaiiB  burnt  gunpowder  in  Balutiog  the  Britiih  Big  at  ihu  pbo 
ou  that  dm/. 
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,John  Turner,  Francis  Eaton,  James  Chilton,  John  Cracks- 
ton,  John  Billinston,  Moses  Fletcher.  John  Goodman, 
fJJegory  Priest,  Thomas  Williams,  Gilbert  W'inalow,  Ed- 
mund MargfBon,  Peter  Brown,  Kichard  Britterige,  George 
£oulc,  Richard  Clarke,  Richard  Gardiner,  John  Allerton, 
Thomas  English,  Edward  Dotey,  Edward  Leister."    41. 

"One  hundred  and  one  left  England.  Of  these,  sixty 
Were  women  and  children.  One  man  died  on  the  passage, 
and  Peregrine  White  was  born  in  Cape  Cod  harbor.  Ful- 
fiT,  Warren  aod  Cook  left  their  wives  in  Holland  or  Eng- 
land, and  some  left  behind  them  some,  and  others  all  their 
l^ildren,  who  also  afterwards  came  over."  (/V.,  p.  85.) 
I  Such  was  the  acorn  of  Calvinistic  Presbyterian  ism  from 
rhicb  the  American  oak  grew.  These  men  did  not  under- 
ake  to  reform  the  Church  of  England,  as  the  two  pioneer 
fiaplains  and  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Company  afterwards 
id,  neither  did  they  trifle  with  the  divmely  appointed 
tdinance  of  ecclesiastical  ordination  by  the  "  laving  on 
if"  other  "hands,"  instead  of  those  of  a  lawfully  con- 
Ututed  "  Presbytery." 

Elder  Williaui  Brewster,  a  chief  father  in  their  Israel 
or  nearly  forty  years,  while  be  "  labored  in  word  and  tloc- 
rioo,"  "never  assumed  to  administer  the  sacraments," 
'^When  they  were  unsupplied  with  a  rej^ulur  ministry,  he 
ffeached  to  his  people  powerfully  and  profitably  twice 
(very  Sabbath,  and  many  were  eonvertetl  to  God  by  his 
lUthful  ministry."  While  he  was  an  ordained  ruline 
idet,  he  would  never  act  the  peculiar  part  of  an  ordained 
gQini»ter.  The  seals  of  the  covenant  of  grace  he  would  not 
jispanae,     This  duty  he  left  to  be  performed  by  "a  rc^u- 

■Jy  ordained  ministry."    This  people,  coming  from  L*y- 

a  in  tiiree  successive  emigrations,  protecting  their  liomes 

im  Kavage  men,  as  tillers  of  tiic  soil,  and  occupiers  in  a 
filed  commerce  in  their  three  counties,  after  two  or 
generations  became  extensively  assimilated  lo  those 
>ho  followed  them  by  thousands  to  the  Bay,  for  religion 

id  commerce.    They  had  no  alternative. 

To  these  we  now  revert,  and  here  find  the  origin,  nature 
ind   tendency   of   Congr^ationaliiim.      Born   at   Sulom, 
"   tsachusetts,  on  August  ulli,  lti'i9,  bred  under  an  Atben- 
democracy  at  Boston.     Confederated  in  its  theocracy 
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with  "  the  King  of  Kings,"  intolerant  of  other  C  _^ 
pereuafiions,  while  it  had  or  has  its  own  civil  power  I, 
control  theirchurch  property  or  persons,  and  now  leavening 
other  denominations  with  its  modern  New  England  theol- 
ogy, and  extensively  unsettling  the  foundations  of  fixed 
religious  truth,  not  only  in  its  own  cradle,  under  ita  own 
banner,  but  increasingly  under  both  Presbyterian  ism  and 
Prelacy. 

So  palpable  have  these  things  been,  that  a  President  of 
Amherst  College,  in  18.50,  has  before  the  Legislature  on 
January  2d,  put  on  record  this  apology :  "  Whatever  ud- 
justifiable  restraints  on  liberty  of  conscience  may  have 
been  imposed  by  our  zealous,  yet  erring  fathers,  it  is  (bo 
glory  of  our  Commonwealth,  that  no  such  impositions 
have  been,  for  a  long  time,  tolerated.  All  are  free  to  wor 
ship  God  as  they  choose,  provided,  they  demean  tfaeiD- 
selves  peaceably,  and  infringe  not  the  equal  tights  of 
others. 

The  reader  must  remember  ffo  eay  nothing  of  nnythini; 
else),  that  the  third  volume  of  "  Gray's  Reports  "  was  not 
then  written.  The  first  decision  therein  recorded  is  aa 
"  glory  "  to  the  "  Commonwealth."  Both  the  civil  and  re- 
ligious polity  of  this  people  we  have  sketched. 

"Unjustifiable  restraints"  were  from  the  first  imposed 
on  others  by  them.  This  was  the  belief  of  the  two  plan- 
ters, the  lawyer  and  merchant,  who  were  "convented  be- 
fore and  re-shipped  to  England  by  the  Governor ;  "  this  WiM 
the  belief  of  Koaier  Williams,  wfien  he  left  the  Episcorial 
church  in  England,  was  initiated  and  became  a  preacher 
of  the  new  order  of,  and  at,  Salem,  until  1636,  when,  being 
forced  out  of  the  colony,  he  went  to  Rhode  Islantl.  was 
converted  by  a  Mrs.  Scott,  a  sister  to  Mrs.  Hutchinson, 
that  "she-wolf  of  antinoinianism."  {C'krUtian  Oiuer., 
March,  1849,  p.  140.)  "  Was  immersed  by  one  Holtnan  and 
forthwith  immersed  Holman  and  nine  othere.  and  in 
about  three  months  renounced  this  baptism."  ilh.) 

"Unjustifiable  restraints  on  the  liberty  of  conscicoce" 
of  this  people,  who  differed  from  themselvee  only  on  the 
mode  and  one  half  of  the  sulijects  of  baptism  were  k» 
moved  by  the  Bay  Colony  Puritans  in  so  far  tlmt  th*T 
were  allowed  to  form  a  Baptist  church  in  Boston  in  ICW. 
At  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  in  1686,  the  KpiscojMi 
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liana  were  jiermitted  to  oreanize  a  church,  and  the  Friends 
to  hold  their  "meetings"  in  1710. 

Toward  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century  Prelacy  ob- 
tained a  further  foothold  in  Boston.  The  Roman  Catho- 
r  lifia  opened  their  first  place  of  worship  in  1789.  The 
I   Episcopal  Methodists  began  in  1795. 

Up  till  1786  the  theocracy  of  the  Bay  State  deemed  it 
blasphemy  to  deny  the  Trinity.  At  this  date  the  spirit 
of  change  became  an  element  of  their  Athenian  democracy, 
and  a  societj^,  controlling  King's  Episcopal  chapel,  hv 
schism  voted  it,  in  1785,  into  line  with  the  Colonial  church 
polity,  and  then  voted  the  Trinity  out  of  it.  Henceforth, 
as  the  spirit  of  the  land,  this  poUty  became  less  aggres- 
sive, and  "unjustifiable  restraints"  less  numerous,  as  this 
articJe  of  their  theocratic  faith,  ceased  to  be  believed,  aa 
the  Holy  Scriptures  came  to  be  viewed  as  only  of  adequate 
and  not  of  plenary  inspiration.  The  faith  of  the  godly 
had  now  to  contend  with  the  "advanced  thought"  of  the 
Athenians.  As  the  Bay  colopy  and  their  pioneer  chap- 
lains aimed  at  reforming  their  motlier  church,  they  and 
their  successors  have  succeeded  in  controlling  tlie  pew 
patronage  of  the  parish,  in  making  some  parts  of  the  "ser- 
vice" less  conformable  to  her  canon  law,  while  her  "Broad 
church"  designates  that  portion  of  Protestant  Prelacy, 
which,  while  assailed  and  cherished  by  German  doubts 
and  n^ations,  slakes  her  thirst  for  the  forbidden  in  the 
overflowing  New  England  fountain  of  adequate  inspira- 
tion. 

The  record  of  the  "  unjuatifia-ble  restraints "  placed  on 
Presbytcrianism,  not  onlj-  by  the  "zealous,  yet  erring 
lathers  "  among  the  Puritans,  but  also  by  their  eccleaiiis- 
tical  sueceBSors,  form  no  inconsiderable  part  of  the  history 
both  of  the  colony  and  of  the  State. 

Of  these  from  the  necessity  and  demand  of  truth,  we 
have  recorded  not  a  few  of  the  more  prominent  in  refer- 
ence to  the  liberty  of  Jheir  persons,  the  freedom  of  their 
consciences,  the  sacredness  of  their  churches,  and  the 
gravestone  of  their  dead. 

To  trace  and  understand  the  genius  of  the  New  England 
.  system,  we  must  remember  that  it  is  the  creature  of  cir- 
cumstances. It  docs  not,  as  wc  have  shewn  that  the 
Presbyterian  polity  does,  begin  at  Jerusalem,  and  declare 
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'•  Nobody  has  yet  appeared  who  could  prove  that  we  have 
altered  any  one  thing  which  God  has  commanded,  or  thw 
we  have  appointed  any  new  thing  contniry  to  his  word,  or 
that  we  have  turned  aside  from  the  truth  to  follow  any 
evil  opinion "  [.Calvin),  but  it  builds  its  usages  on  air- 
cumstances. 

Hence  says  the  Boston  Christian  Observatory  (No.  8,  \o\. 
X,  August,  1847),  "  That  the  germ  of  Congregationalism  is 
found  in  the  New  Testament  can  be  believed,  witiiont 
supposing  that  this  particular  system  of  church  politj,iif 
any  other,  was  fully  developed  in  all  its  parts  during  ihtf 
lifetime  of  the  apostles,  witliout  even  suppoulng  that  this, 
or  any  other,  was  intended  to  be  a  distinct  aubject  of  di- 
vine legislation.  It  should  be  sufficient  authority  for  any 
ecclesiastical  usage,  if  the  principles  of  the  gospel  cairifiil 
into  consistent  practice  amid  all  the  circumataiuii^ 
which  Providence  has  arranged  shall  naturally  and  ne- 
cessarily bring  in  that  usage.  Hence  the  manner  in 
which  Congregationalism  took  its  rise  in  New  England 
renders  it  sufficiently  divine." 

Consequently  vitaiized,  nurtured  and  defended  by  "oir- 
eumBtances,"  its  early  intolerance  under  its  theocracy  be- 
comes under  its  ever-abiding  Athenian  democra<!y  diffu- 
Bive,  productive,  prolific  and  permeating,  when  the  swoti 
of  Gideon  is  not  fully  sustained  by  the  sword  of  the  Lord. 
It  makes  attractive  such  forms  of  religion  aa  will  grutify 
the  "tastes"  of  men. 

Hence  in  accounting  in  the  pan-Methodist  conference  in 
London,  in  18S1,  for  tlieir  unsurpassed  denominational 
growth,  a  speaker  declared  "  the  secret  is  that  our  BysWtn 
and  usages  are  such  as  suit  more  extensively  than  any 
others  the  'tastes'  of  the  American  people."  Hence 
the  Philadelphia  Methodist  Episcopal  Conference  atPoBS; 
■ville,  Pa.,  on  March  19th,  18S1,  adopted,  as  a  matter  ol' 
taste,  the  reading  of  their  sermons,  a  custom  abominnted 
by  the  denomination  for  above  a  century,  and  their  Dr. 
TayJor,  of  Chicago,  has  so  fully  Conformed  to  the  Net 
Englandorthodox"  tastes"  in  his  doctrines,  that  they Iibtb 
justly  cast  hioi  out  of, their  fellowship. 

This  eclectic  operation  of  substituting  a  supposed 
"  New  Testament  germ,"  generated  in  the  minds  of  theorist 
fcQin  time  to  time  as  sufficient  authority  in  the  nxmfif 
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tbe  oracles  of  God,"  has  made  modem  Congregatipnalisra 
xtenaively  the  dehght  of  those  who  are  "ever  learning, 
od  never  able  to  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth." 
Nay,  in  ite  legitimate  deductions  it  makes  tlie  existence 
f  "  ibe  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus  "  sometimes  at  least "  an  un- 
cnown  quantity  "  in  promoting  the  glory  of  God,  and  in 
Baking  the  calling  and  election  of  the  aoul  of  any  man 
re.  By  this  it  is  not  to  be  understood  that  all  who  aua- 
in  and  propagate  this  polity  are  the  children  "of  the 

K'«ht  or  of  darkness."  Many  of  them,  despite  their 
uy  partially  scriptural  system,  are  among  '*  the  elect  of 
iod,  spending  and  being  spent  for  his  glory,  and  "  hear- 
ty the  image  of  the  heavenly."  Let  it  be  remembered 
hat  "the  question  is  always,  not  whether  accomplish- 
Bents  and  virtues  and  piety  exist  within  this  or  tliat  sys- 
but  simply  whether  the  system  itself  be  good  or 
ml." 
These  attainments  in  the  divine  life,  however,  are  not 
le  exclusive  productions  of  modern  New  England  the- 
llogy.  They  are  extensively  transmitted  from  those 
linds  whicli  for  above  a  century  believed,  lived  under 
\d  taught  for  doctrine  the  form  of  sound  words  contained 
I  the  "Confession  of  Faitli,  owned  and  consented  to  at 
toeton  on  May  12th,  1680." 
Our  modem  Congregationaliam  has  so  far  swept  around 
le  circle  from  the  doctrines  and  morality  of  the  Puritans, 
hat  the  very  foundation  of  domestic  life,  the  marriage  re- 
Ition,  is  assailed  by  the  ease  with  which  a  divorce  can  be 
btained,  and  by  which  the  supply  stimulates  the  de- 
land. 

That  which  was  once  in  "  the  land  of  steady  habits"  of 
re  occurrence,  and  mentioned  only  with  shame,  has  be- 
iine  fearfully  common,  about  every  twelfth  marriage  pro- 
InciQg  a  divorce.  Hence  also  says  the  Boston  Dailt/ 
HoAe  of  May,  1879 :  "  In  1865  Governor  Andrew  and  the 
lev.  Charles  Beecher  extensively  broke  down  the  Massa- 
ihoBettB  law  of  divorce.  Now  lawyers  have  a  large  pnic- 
ice  in  divorcing."  Consequently  for  years  the  New  Eng- 
Uid  bureau  of  divorce  has  been  so  pliet'  '  ' 
leart's  desire  is  to  return  to  ''  single 
*  nea  for  months  they  have  to  "  wait  their  turn." 
Beyond  this,  the  structure  of  domestic  life  which  under 
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"the  social  compact"  in  New  England  has  sprung  up,  at 
times  presents  rare  productions. 

Tlie  United  States,  bo  far  as  modesty  and  a  sense  of 
ebame  remain,  are  humbled  by  the  presence  and  growth 
of  one  of  the  most  loathsome,  leprous  sights  on  earth, 
when,  under  pretense  of  obeying  the  will  of  that  holy 
God  who  made  man  in  his  own  likeness,  male  and  lemsk, 
"  lewd  fellows  of  the  baser  sort "  have  successfully  set  u^ 
polygamy  as  the  essence  of  holiness.  Not  only  is  the  fear 
of  God  proportion  ably  gone,  but  national  patriotism  is 
assailed,  as  in  fifty  years  they  have  three  tercilories  exten- 
sively under  their  control. 

These  self-styled  "  latter  day  saints  "  are  most  eaccess- 
fully  compassing  "  sea  and  land  "  to  make  pcpselytes.  Oo 
the  "  centennial "  day  of  the  battle  of  Yorktown,  twenty- 
four  of  their  teachers  sailed  for  Europe,  and  the  difigraceis 
deepened  by  the  consideration  that  these  were  led  by  & 
Scotchman,  and  five  days  afterward  four  hundred  of  tSdr 
latter  day  saints  landed  in  New  York. 

By  gathering,  as  they  do,  the  deluded  and  the  vile  from 
the  remote  parts  of  the  earth,  they  can  more  hopefallr, 
when  hacked  by  multitudes,  present  resistance  to  our  dill 
government. 

They  plead  for  ireedom  of  conscience  in  what  tiiey  c&D 
religious  worship,  under  tlie  pretense  that  their  "  Book  of 
Mormon  "  is  by  them  placed  on  a  level  with  the  Bible  at 
a  supplementary  book.  While  their  prophet  and  member 
in  Congress  are  both  Englishmen,  the  abomination  epran; 
from  New  England  mind  directed  by  a  new  inspiration  to 
them  "  sufficiently  divine." 

"The  Mormon  church  commenced  April  6th,  a.  d.  1830, 
at  Fayette,  Seneca  county,  New  York.  It  was  oi^anlted 
by  three  Smiths,  two  Whitmers  and  one  Coudrey,  eix  ta 
all,  actuated  by  him  who  "is  transformed  as  an  angel  of 
light."  Of  the  two  Whitmers  one  was  called  David.  He 
was  the  friend  and  confidant  of  Joseph  Smith,  ajid  prom- 
inently identified  with  tlie  Mormon  movement  until 
polygamy  and  other  questionable  practices  were  intro- 
duced as  a  part  of  the  saint's  faith.  He  then  settled  in 
Richmond,  Ray  county,  Mo.  He  lived  in  Sew  York 
State  when  the  golden  tablets  of  "  the  book  of  MumioD  " 
were  found,  and  baa  the  only  manuscript  copy  iniuU  «C 
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the  inscriptions  upon  them  in  existence,  and  is  the  only 
living  witness  of  the  authenticity  of  their  book. 

He  and  his  son  David  (who  communicates  these  state- 
inente)  "  regard  the  book  us  one  of  the  suppienientary 
liookB,"  as  much  entitled  to  be  revered  with  the  Bible  aa 
fcny  book  of  the  Bible  itself,  and  that,  while  tbev  acknowl- 
edge that  polygamy  and  kindred  abuses  which  have 
Brept  into  the  iClormon  religion  are  the  abhorrence  of  all 
Intelligent  citizens. 

Joseph  Smith  and  the  late  Hon.  Stephen  A.  Douglas 
'(it  is  said)  hailed  from  the  same  town  in  Vermont,  In 
the  varied  parts  of  our  union  "  the  spirit  of  the  age  "  is 
manifested  by  increasing  insubordination,and  nothing  but  a 
proper  knowledge  of  "  the  higher  law  "  and  obedience  to  it 
'Will  teach  men  to  "  render  to  all  their  dues," 
[  Modem  Congregationalism,  as  a  religious^ystem,  having 
its  foundation  on  the  circumstances  and  place  of  its  birth, 
•xtensively  imbues  Presbyterianism,  Ixwk  into  anv  di- 
viaion  of  it,  and,  with  few  exceptions,  you  find  it  bo, 
[musing  its  youth  to  fret  at  its  own  scriptural  authority, 
tontrovertitig  Us  own  former  sound  doctrine,  and  re- 
luoing  its  own  originally  "  pure  offering  "  of  praise  in  mat- 
er and  in  manner  down  dn  too  many  cases  at  least)  to 
n  artificial  and  ephemeral  entertainment.  By  intro- 
ucing  and  adopting  these  New  England  innovations,  our 
bcutcheon  is  blurred,  our  original  identity  is  lost,  and 
rhere  to  a  surrounding  world  we  should  arise  and  shine, 
>r  there  remains  yet  very  much  land  to  be  possessed, 

Ephraim  envies  Judah  and  Judah  vexes  Ephraim." 

nuinertCiilly,  we  are  not  multiplying  the  saints  as 
^tcsbyterions  in  former  days  have  done,  and  relatively  our 
lolity  is  retiring  to  the  rear,  "  These  things  ought  not  so  to 
«."  in  the  meantime  our  church  property,  is  occasionally 
bsorbed  by  this  neighbor. 

Jiot  only  in  scores  of  places  in  New  England  by  a  ma- 
hmtyoftlie  jK-w-owners  hiia  it  done  this,  but  in  New 
fork  its  spoliation  is  provided  for  by  civil  law,  so  that"  any 
dinrch  or  religious  wK-icty,  it  is  said,  may  safely  hecora© 
Songre^ational  by  observmg  cautions  "  rtvorded  on  pages 
i28,  I2U,  in  Iiurk'»  MoMachuaetta  Koelcaiuxi'ml  Imk.  In 
onclusion,  iM>]tarating  ourselves  from  Prelacy  in  all  ita 
IS,  and  CougregatiotuUiBm  iu  its    ramifications,    wo 
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should  all,  under  otir  general  nnme  Presbyterian,  remem- 
ber the  dirine  origin  of  our  polity,  the  costly  transmission 
of  it  to  us,  our  own  uael'ulneBS  in  our  generation,  the  best 
interests  of  our  children,  the  peace  of  our  land,  the  salva- 
tion of  the  lost,  the  honor  of  Christ  and  the  glory  of  God, 
This  is  our  duty.  "  Let  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  the 
future  (in  all  her  divisions)  be  marked  above  all  by  this, 
that  her  ministers  are  teachers  of  the  Word  in  the  pulpit, 
in  Bible  classes,  in  the  Sabbath  school, '  and  from  house 
to  house ; '  let  her  people  be  thorough  in  their  knowledge 
of  the  Scriptures — let  her  prayers,  her  sermons,  her  litera- 
ture be  rich  in  Scripture  truth,  and  her  energies  will  be 
little  wasted,  and  her  time  little  cousumed  in  those  'de- 
bates '  which  '  do  gender  strifes.' 

"  We  make  no  apology  for  adverting  at  this  point  to  the 
imperative  necessity  that  exists  for  securing  for  our  chil- 
dren thorough  scriptural  instruction  in  the  Sabbath  school. 
Thousands  have  passed  through  it  with  no  more  knowl- 
edge of 'the  Word  than  suffices  for  a  flippant  allusion  or  a 
profane  reference.  The  church  must  see  to  it  that  the 
word  of  her  God  be  taught  her  young  members,  or  they 
will  be  practically  ignorant  of  it." 

"  Nor  is  it  at  all  certain  that  their  attendance  on  the 
Sabbath  school  is  an  adequate  remedy.  Many  teachers 
are  incompetent  as  teachers;  and  much  of  the  Sabbath 
school  literature  which  ia  superseding  the  reading  (and 
committing)  of  the  Bible  (to  memoiyl  is  worse  than  use- 
less. It  is  mischievous.  What  can  be  the  effect  of  giving 
children  mere  stories,  with  just  enough  of  the  spice  of  re- 
ligion to  make  them  '  Sunday  books,'  but  to  drive  them  to 
novels?  For  novelettes  many  of  these  volumes  are,  and 
often  poor  as  such.  There  is  little  reading,  and  no  study 
of  the  Scripture  on  week  days ;  and  on  Sabbath  it  is  sup- 
posed to  be  as  it  sliould  if  the  children  are  engaged  witk 
their  library  books  and  papers,  and  so  they  grow  to  matu- 
rity with  only  the  most  superficial  ideas  of  the  holy  ora- 
cles. 

And  at  this  point  let  us  not  suppress  the  hope  that  the 
Catechism  of  the  church  will  receive  increased  attention  in 
the  training  of  the  young,  especially  in  the  family.  If  the 
])arental  vow  to  God  mean  anything,  the  parents  bind 
themselves  to  teach  their  offspring  the  doctrines  of  the 
Christian  religion." 
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In  this  personal  teaching  they  themselves  are  learners, 
for  they  cannot  teach  what  they  do  not  know.  When 
they  act  by  proxy,  they  remain  ignorant  themselves. 
Hence  (in  our  age  of  improvement),  were  we  to  ask 
faousandB  of  professing  Presbyterian  Christians,  "  What 
ioctrines  of  the  Christian  religion  have  you  taught  your 
(hildren?  ■'  we  should  eet  no  satisfactory  answer.  A  com- 
non  subterfuge  is,  "The  Catechism  is  hard."  So  is  tlie 
Dulti plication  table,  and  by  a  beginner  just  as  little  under- 
Itood ;  he  learns  both  only  as  a  mere  exercise  of  memory. 
•It  is  BO  with  much  of  the  education  of  every  one  of  us. 
Dommon  sense,  observation  and  fidelity  to  our  vows 
ill  combine  to  urge  upon  Presbyterian  parents  the  right 
md  conscientious  use  of  a  help  so  valuable  in  giving  to 
Bie  young  members  of  our  churches  a  competent  knowledge 
rf  the  doctrines  of  the  Christian  religion.  If  our  divisions 
Ire  ever  to  be  healed,  a  leading  unitary  influence  will  be, 
'coming  to  llic  knowledge  of  the  truth,"  the  "one  faith" 
through  our  "form  of  sound  words,"  and  one  system 
►f  logic,  by  "  saying  the  Caleciiism."  To  the  above  cogent 
ftatcmenta,  taken  from  "The  Presbyterian  Church  Through- 
out the  World,  1874,"  I  further  add : 

■•  In  order  to  realize  this  high  object,  and  hceorae  a  yet 
n-eater  iH>wer  for  good  in  tlie  country,  we  doubt  not  the 
Jiurch  of  the  future  will  seek  in  a  higher  degree  to  popu- 
■rize  her  services.  And  this,  we  apprehend,  will  be  done, 
wt  so  mucli  by  the  adoption  of  new,  as  by  the  resumption 
»f  former  methodB. 

'  "  Take,  for  example,  the  subject  of  singing  in  divine  eer- 
rice.  In  many  churches  this  nolle  function  of  the  church 
liai  been  relegated  to  a  few  persons,  and  the  appeurance  a 
K>nsregation  presents  to  an  observant  heathen  would  be 
that  of  a  body  of  people  in  a  lai^e  building,  at  one  end  of 
rhich,  on  an  eminence  above  the  people,  a  man  does  all 
|])<!  praying  and  talking,  and  at  the  other  end  of  which 
liree  or  four  others,  at  a  greater  elevation,  do  all  the  pruis- 
ng.  MuHicnl  faculty  and  moral  worth  do  not,  unhappily, 
llways  go  together;  and  whore  the  'voices'  in  the  eing- 
w"  gallery  disport  themselves  in  the  intervals  of  their  per- 
ormance  in  a  way  more  like  their  week-day  than  their 
labbath  sphere,  the  farce  is  turned  into  an  abomination. 

"  We  shall  live,  let  us  hope,  to  see  this  thing  baniabed 
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from  evangelical  churches-  All  the  hietory  of  Protestant- 
ism (and  especially  of  unmixed  Presbyterianisin)  it 
^ainBt  it  To  say  nothing  farther  of  the  Huguenots  and 
the  Pilgrims,  '  Knox  had  the  Scottish  people  taught  to 
praise  God  so  thoroughly,  that  a  mass  meeting  could  di^' 
a  psalm  through  without  books,  and  in  the  "  parts  "  of  tba 
melody.'  . 

"Application,  under  the  Divine  hlessing,  will  do  thifl  any- 
where among  our  apostate  race.  '  The  spectacle  of  a 
church  claiming  to  win  the  musses,  and  taking  from  them 
the  only  portion  of  public  worship  in  which  they  can  all 
unite,  would  be,  if  not  so  saddening,  supremely  riuiculoos.' 

"  It  is  idle  to  say  that  certain  people  get  music  of  the 
highest  order  elsewhere,  and  if  they  cannot  have  it  in  llio 
church  they  will  not  come.  The  patrons  of  the  operaand 
theatre  have  never  been  of  so  much .  real  value  in  the 
church  as  to  be  worth  consulting,  and  least  of  all  should 
devout  and  serious  worshippers  be  wronged  and  driven 
away  for  the  lesthetic  satisfaction  of  casual  and  patroniiins 
visitors  to  the  services,  T^t  Israel  worship  God  as  lie  bos 
appointed,  and  let  the  'mixed  multitude'  follow  or  keep 
away. 

"  The  army  of  the  Lord  is  not  to  change  its  plans  for  the 
idle  pleasure  of  the  camp  followers.  And  it  is  iu  vain  lo 
think  of  winning  the  world  by  mere  music  What  ia  the 
value  to  any  church  of  such  acquisitions?  The  week-day 
entertainmenta  supply  the  genuine  article,  and  without 
making  the  church  an  actual  theatre,  you  cannot  compete 
with  them." 

With  these  considerations  we  close  our  history.  The 
scene  ia  not  joyous,  and  did  we  see  the  native  rel^oa 
maintain  its  pnstine  ourity  in  doctrine  and  worship,  «a 
might  "thank  God  ana  take  courage."'  But  when  we  now 
find  tliat  after  an  experiment  of  above  two  hundred  and 
fifty  years  this  polity  not  only  produces  "divtra  and 
strange  doctrines,"  but  impairs  Uie  force  of  truth  among 
other  sects  as  they  borrow  from  it,  and  is  waxing  fwble  for 
self- protection  and  perpetuity  on  its  own  soil,  ii  is  othtr> 
wise.  Among  above  four  millions  one  hundred  thousuntl 
people  in  New  England,  we  have  afU^r  one  hundred  ami 
ninety  years  only  of  the  badgered  Presbyterians  hImmiI 
thirty  three  congregations,  nearly  all  feeble,  yet  We  f 
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IO30  wlio  on  the  same  soil  placed  them  under  "  unjustifia- 
ie  restraints,"  in  a  condition  proportionably  spiritually 
Ubeolthy. 

They  report  a  membership  of  213,97S  (of  whom  33,253 
K  absent),  or  about  one- nineteenth  of  the  population, 
>ith  a  loss  of  eight  iiundred  and  forty-yix  members  in 
tew  Eucland  in  a.  d.  ISSO.  They  are  thus,  on  their  native 
m!,  in  the  descending  node,  and  proportionally,  as  Pres- 
yieriana  are  found  throughout  the  laud,  asBimilated  to 
iem  in  doctrine  and  in  worship,  using  their  Ic^ic,  em- 
"iloying  their  vocabulary,  imitating  their  customs  and  ob- 
erving  their  usages,  they  are  gravitating  with  about  equal 
relocity. 

It  has  been  said  philosophically  that  where  "the  people 
it  a  locality  look  around,  see  how  well  a  system  works 

Bewhere  and  set  it  un,  it  will  grow,"  that  consequently 

itil  the  New  Englaudcrs  do  this,  Presbyterians  should 

)t  intrude. 

But  the  command  is,  "Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and 
iteacb  the  gospel  to  every  creature."  Judging  from  what 
I  desiret.1  and  prospers  in  New  England,  Presbyterians 
ibould  retire,  for  among  Congregational  forms  of  thought 
hey  can  have  but  littlo  hope,  especially  as  the  Bible  has 
lot  the  hold  on  the  modern,  whjcli  it  had  on  the  Puritan 
Bind. 

Still,  what  then  if  they  should  retire?  Presbj-teriana 
usely  or  unwisely  domicile  in  the  region,  and  if  not  cared 
or,  tncy  will  likely  become  "  an  increase  of  sinful  men." 

The  factory  towns  Iiere  aHbrd  fields  for  faithful  gospel 
hbor,  not  much,  if  any,  inferior  to  other  nigions,  and  it 
will  be  eternally  virrong  to  allow  Popery  and  infidelity  to 
carry  back  and  obliterate  the  Christian  civilization  of  "  the 
Sew  England  Primer  "  for  any  measure  of  our  modern 
loab  and  Amsisa  charity.  Kow  England  must  vet  be 
redeemed  by  coming  to  "  the  knowledge  of  the  trutri  as  it 
8  in  Jeeus,  and  Presbyterians  must  make  the  experiment 
of  assisting  in  the  worli,  whether  they  succeed  or  fail. 
Uuty,  not  success,  is  the  standard  of  our  encouragement 

dJ  occountitbility. 
Kv<>n  if  this  highly  favored  region  should  sow  itself  with 

^U  (Judges  ix.  45),  under  attiichment  to  what  is  to  it 

sufficiently  divine,"  I'resbyteriana  must  shew  to  New 
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England  "  a  more  excellent  way."  Generations  of  error- 
ists  may  flourish  on  that  soil,  but  "  the  kingdom  and  do- 
minion, and  the  greatness  of  the  kingdom  under  the  whole 
heaven,  shall  be  given  to  the  people  of  the  saints  of  the 
Most  High,  and  all  shall  serve  and  obey  him." 

Reader,  farewell.     We  must  meet  and  stand  each  in  his 
"  lot  in  the  end  of  the  days."    Let  us  keep  "  the  faith." 
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Before  shewing  how  "Congregationalism,  by  taking  its  riae 

In  New  England,"  is  always  "  BulHciently  divine,"  it  may  be 

well  to  see  Ijow  Presbyterian  ism  and  Prelacy,  tlie  only  other 

church  politics,  originated.    As  there  is  but  "  one  Gnd.  en  there 

h  one  Mediator  between  God  and  men,  the  man  Ohiist  Jesus." 

To  thifl  office  the  Father  ordained  hioi.  to  administer  all  the 

Kffiifra  In  the  universe,  to  judge  the  wurld  in  righteousness,  to 

be  the  Judge  of  quick  and  dead.    Wlien  manifested  in  the  fleah, 

be  ordained  twelve,  and  gave  tlieui  power  that  he  might  send 

them  forth  to  preach.    When  made  "  perfect  through  suffer- 

btga,"  before  ascending  to  glory,  the  risen  Saviour  was  seen 

alive  after  his  passion  by  his  apostlea  forty  days,  !ig)eaking  to 

tlmo  of  the  J,hing3  pertaining  to  the  Kingdom  of  God,  its  pro-' 

pbet  and  his  doctriue.  its  priest,  his  altar.  sacriHce.  and  inteiv 

Oeasion,  its  king,  his  laws  and  subjects.    He  then  coumunded 

[UiMe  apostles,  whom  he  liad   cliosen  and  ordained,  to  make 

Christians  at  all  nations,  teaching  those  whom  they  admitted 

ito  fellowship  by  baptiRm,  "to  observe  all  things  whatsoever 

have  commanded  you."  and  as  ye  do  so,  "I  am  with  you 

Iway  "  liy  "another  Comforter,  the  Spirit  of  Truth,  who  will 

"Ade  with  you  forever." 

If  we  believe  the  apostles  to  have  been  honest  and  faithful 
men,  we  can  learn  what  Christ  the  King  of  his  church  then 
*' commanded,"  by  ascertaining,  what  they  taugl it  all  Christians 
"  to  observe." 

We  will  then,  in  "  the  mind  of  the  Spirit,"  "  ha%-e  the  mind 
Of  Clirist." 

We  have  by  them,  first,  preaching,  then  conversions,  then 
Christian  baptism  on  and  ^ter,  but  not  before,  the  dity  of  Pen- 
4ecoat.  The  disciples  were  also  taught  that  "the  law  nf  the 
tiotise,"  of  "the  church  of  the  living  God,"  required  "all  tilings 
to  be  done  decentiv  and  in  order. " 

To  execute  his  laws,  the  iipostles  were  "endued  with  power 
Ih  from  on  high,"  not  from  the  nue  hundred  and  twenty,  much 
I' less  from  the  people  or  tlie  members,  even  when  multitndea 
I  were  "added  to  the  church." 
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As,  under  the  inflnencea  of  unsanctifled  hnman  nature,  ni- 
tionnl  preju(lic,p3  Iipkhii  to  mar  her  peace,  by  bii|i|io3p<1  paitialitr 
in  the  daily  distriljiition  to  the  poor ;  deacons  were  hj  the  iiriiis- 
Xles  put  ill  triiftt  witli  "  the  outwurd  buaiuesa  "  of  the  cliurch. 

Whi'ii,  by  ilif  dii-i?ction  of  the  twelve,  who  descril>ed  Iheii 
iicocsMiiiy  i)iialifciitioiis  and  told  their  numhej-a,  tlie  innltitudB 
of  the  diijcipk'a  elected  the  men  to  become  deiicntis,  this,astlie;r 
were  ufit  '■  endued  with  power  from  on  high,"  was  all  thHt  th« 
ccmid  do.  Ai  those  who  came  to  the  gnive  of  J-iKinis  ooiilil 
"take  awiiy  the  atone,"  but  could  not  make  the  "deiid  come 
forth,"  so  this  was  all  that  the  "  holy  brethren,"  iimtuken  o[ 
the  heavenly  call! ji(;,  members  of  the  church,  could  orcnndo', 
they  can  communicate  none  of  the  "  power  "  of  Jesus,  no,  not 
even,  as  a  rule,  to  serve  the  tables  of  the  poor  in  the  house  d 
God. 

By  the  twelve,  actiUE  under  their  Master's  authority,  thow 
ohoaeu  to  be  deacons,  were  examined,  ordained,  ap}K)tnt,ed  Hiul 
dii-ected  ijy  the  elders  how  to  distribute  "  relief  "  to  the  poof, 

Tl]ia  wiia  ncjt  done,  by  any  majority,  or  unanimous,  or  p(WUlftT 
vote  of  the  disciples,  who,  thoiigli  then  a  multitude,  had  not 
"  one  jot  or  tittle  "  of  "  tjie  power  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Chtial" 
in  any  way,  in  ruling,  feeding,  or  taking  care  of  his  church. 
They  were  the  ruled,  not  rulers.  It  was  their  privilege,  when 
directed  by  their  othcial  spiritual  superiors,  to  "  look  out  fton 
among  "  themselves,  and  it  belonged  to  "'  the  work  of  the  miui&- 
try."  to  "the  elders  who  ruled  well,"  especially  to  those  who 
labored  in  the  word  and  doctrine  (as  the  twelve  theiididi,  1 
Pet,  V.  1 ;  3  John  i.,  to  lay  their  "hands  ou  them."  and  to  "ap- 
point "  them  over  this,  or  any  other  "  business  "of  a  apirituiil 
character.    (Acts  xi.  30.) 

In  shewing  to  us  "  the  mind  of  Christ,"  in  the  "  all  thinn, 
which  lie  commanded  "  them,  the  apostles,  in  associating  nis 
followers,  oi^nized  them  into  local  congregations,  or  assem- 
bliea  ( Jas,  ii.  2),  liy  "  ordaining  "  for  tliem  "  elders  in  every 
church,"  and  as  of  God,  there  is  hut  "one  Lord,  one  faith  and 
one  baptism,"  so,  all  the  local  churches  wearing  the  OhristiltD 
name,  where  they  do  not  deny"tlie  faith."  were  {and  oiwlit 
ever  to  be)  one.  Thus,  the  thouaauds  of  Christian  assemhliea 
througliont  Judaui.  Galilee  and  Samaria  were  "  the  church  " 
{Acts  ix.  31),  the  whole  denomination  formed  but  one  churcb, 
and  in  all  cities,  wliei-e  the  true  followers  of  Christ  were  found, 
there  was  sometliiug  "  wantiuK  "  there,  until,  by  "  the  work  (>( 
the  ministry,"  eldera  were  elected,  ordained  and  apiminted. 
Those,  to  wiiiim  "  the  power  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Uliriat "  whs  to 
be  commitleU  by  "  the  laying  ou  of  the  hands  of  the  Preahv- 
tery,"mnst  li«  "  faithful  men,"  "not  novices,"  and  be  foiiiia. 
on  examination,  or  proof,  able  to  teach  others  also.  In  eacli 
local  chnrcli,  tliese  were  to  "  rule  with  diligence,"  not  "  lordinf! 
It  over  Gud's  heritage,  but  being  ensamples  to  the  flock,"  white 
the  command  is  ever  on  record  (Reb.  siii.  17),  "Ubeytlum 
that  have  tlie  rule  over  you,"  etc. 
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Roinfl.  as  thp  "  nmbassnilors  of  Christ,"  "  into  all  the 
Ptirld,  beginning  iit  Jcru3:Uem,  tu  ]ii'eiicli  the  snspel  to  every 
^^attire,"  thpy  receive  tlieir  iiiithiirJty  from  the  Holy  Ghost 
Lets  xtit.  2,  8,  41,  by  an  uppoinled  (ui-mal  nckimwli'iliiineiil  o' 
B.  •*  power  "  anil  presencp.  "  Proved"  by  hiainiiiislci',-.  tullt-i 
''Ilis  grucd  Htid  m  bis  pnividence,  tbey  are  ever  I'l  Ik'  "  st*|iii 
ted  tiiitotheworkwbereuntobe  has  culled  thrtii,"  :ind  Ibis  by 
lOftheta  Htid  teacliers  in  bis  <!buri:li.  wbn.  with  fiislins  una 
Mjer,  fiilUi  bis  will,  while  tin-  onliiiin'i^  "  i^i.'iid  tliejii  uwny," 
Id  they  are  "sent  forth  by  tl)i>  Ihilv  (;i,.,si." 
"The  church,"  when  "in  ilu' wilrii'iiips^."  and  rvr  sinefl, 
18  had  eldoi-s,  men  of  exjiericuro,  wi^^dnni  and  sri-aviiy.  wlioaa 
Cfs  for  their  office,  an  lone  as  they  used  it  wtdl,  wi-i*  und  are 
'er  to  be  honored.  With  the  apostles,  elders  mid  luHhopn  were 
mcially  the  Ranie,  und  by  them  they  were  iiialnii-Ud  how  to 
Iriwtimte  tlie  office.  Not  only  so  ;  when  "■  divers  ntid  HtinnKe 
Kitriues  *'  endanj^er  the  sorila  of  tiod's  people,  the  iimttrr  wus 
id  is  to  be  considered  by  the  elders  aa  "the  a|Kistlcu  of  the 
llurelit!8  und  the  glurv  of  Ctiriat." 

Their "'  decreea,"'  where  they  "  judfte  righteous  ]udcfment,"in- 
«nae  the  number  of  the  cburchea  and  establish  Ihem  in  the 
kith  and  joy  of  the  gospel. 

Astkin,  elders  must  ever  remember,  that  their  s|ilriiu)tl  au- 
bonty  extends  only  to  the  membership  of  the  chint'i  and  to 
lDn«  dse.  "  Jhi  nut  ye  judge  them  that  are  within  '/  lint  them 
ithftt  are  without  CikI  jndneth."  Pi-esbyierians.  with  this 
authority  and  tiiesn  instructions  (uiniuig  the  Kllier,  "all 
things  wlii.'li-l  liuve  eomnmiidct  yon  "],  "  turned  tliM  inliubited 
larth  ii))-9id>.'  down."  lUit  when  Clirlst  was  bronit^it  into  con- 
Bection  with  (or  undtT  the  |i!iti'<iniii;e)  cif  Ctestir,  and  liifi  eliurch 
%B3  nsteiisibly  aided  by  civil  guverniueut.  tier  "gold  liedame 
tbn." 

.  Then,  in  due  time,  moderators  of  chnreh  courts,  mid  imstora 
hi  cities  Ix-gan  to  "lord  It  over  God's  heritiige,"insteiiU  of  being 
Piepders"  of.  and  "eus.'inipk's  lo  the  lloi-'-  " 


*  llHice  (says  Vkar  si: 
rlmltlve  church  m  n 
boritf,  yet.  in  pvoii >> 
—  found  iiecessary  !■■ 
"■  before,  there  » 


:  1  liuugh  the  blsbope  of  the 
iivi-.,r,i  Willi  the  same  office  and  au- 
un--  uimI  .i>  ciiristiHidty  incrensed.  it 
ifAf  Hi"  KpiHCopid  imwer.  and.  tliere- 
I  bishop  in  every  gri'itl  »■" 


B  KrehbiBbop  wits  placed  in  everv  metro)>ulls.  When  Chris- 
hid^  overspread  tne  Roman  empire,  there  sprane  np  anulber 
tpftttOT  branch  of  the  Episcopal  olAce.  primates  and  pnlriarohs, 
^^B  had  iiiriMlictioii  ovi-r  several  proviiii'i-s. 

To  uniliTst^tiKl  tills,  it  is  m'<;iii<iI.'  t'<   kii<>w.  Ili^it  wben  the 
Jhrlstian  l.illli  ".i><  lull;  s.'lll'd  m-lLc  wiiM    ii  m,i^  ,],  l.'iiiiiiied 

»,  tolhr.  rivilV"iv.-niiiiM,i",Vn„  ,l'i,|,m'.\vl'.l.':,'M','iv'dividi-d 
nto  thIrt'Ci'U  dii'(.'i-si'M.  and  lIk-m'  i'i>rit:iiiiiiik;  alHUit  ihk'  liunilml 
1  twenty  provhieea,  and  every  prnvince  several  cities,  lis  lu 
try  city  Uiure  wus  u  iuu|[istrate,  so  was  tburu  also  a  buhop. 
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whose  jurisdiction  wag  of  like  extent."  lEody  of  JDirinflj, p. 
746;  Fill.  l,.>Lirti.>ii,  ITja.) 

We  lijtve  Iieiv.  tlifii,  the  full  ilevelopmCTt  nf  iirelacv,  from  iU 
unity  ill  tlic  Vali^iLu  (from  the  thti'leen  dionertps,  ilown  totlin 
Biii(.'i(!  iiiinsli,  all  1)1  iiombiiiiition  :  ;ind  us  tlie  aystt'iri  is  not  ob- 
tiiiiii'il  iiiiui  (iiLir  in  haraiony  with)  '■  the  oracles  of  God,"  but 
fli'invii  ri>>iii  the  stiin.'tuie  mid  extent  of  the Eomim  Empirt  ;30, 
not  iiiily  tliM  KfijKiiittists  iind  ''aerai-aeiHiraliatH,"  but  the  Hon- 
cuiit'iii  iLLJstM  willidrew  from  full  fellowship  witti  the  Ctiurch  ot 
Eii^'hiiiil.  ils  Fi'otetttHiit  representiitiun. 

And  nf.  eome  uow  to  the  "ris«  of  Congregationalism  in Nw 
England." 

"  Fi>i'  line  liundrrrt  iind  ten  years  after  the  discovery  of  AniM- 
ica,  nil  IO!ii'i)[KU)ns  tint  SJi>aniardH  had  mnde  any  settleiiitiitii nn 
its  soil.    Til  tbe  crown  of  their  conntry  (in  14B3)  the  PoiW  itn 

Iileaaed  In  hivp.  the  sole  title  to  all  iHnds  lyine;  above  one  hiindrfil 
eajtiies  west  of  the  Azores,  and  such  was  the  ipnor.mce  in  Eii- 
loiie  that  the  multitude  thought  he  had  h  right  to  do  ro. 

"  In  the  meantime,  for  aome  eighty  years,  Engliind.  ^^c^tlllnll, 
Ireland,  Fnince  and  the  Netherlands  were  so  f  nlly  eiiniip'd  ivilli 
their  own  internal  broils  about  religion,  as  well  iis  iniitnid  whi3 
on  this  and  on  (ither  accounts,  that  they  had  neither  power  nor 
leisure  lo  iitteud  t(i  foi-eign  settlementa.  During  this  time  it  is 
Lelieved,  thiit  from  Floriila  to  Greenland  there  was  not  fflW 
residmt  European  fantily.  But  after  1S98,  these  nation  a  gent 
Diit  men  to  fish  and  trade,  and  afterwards  to  settle  its  colonies-* 
the  French  to  Canada  and  Acadia,  the  Englisli  to  Sewfonpd- 
land,  Bevnindii  and  Virginia."    (Pr.  if.  £.  Clirnn.,  ti,  2.) 

As  lludsun.  an  Englishman,  in  1609,  in  the  Dutch  East  Indift 
Company's  service,  penetrated  the  British  terriCmy,  so  bytlw 
Dutch,  settlenieuts  were  made  in  Albany  and  New  York  in 
1614. 

We  have  BPen  the  Puritan  Episcopalians  from  1572,  in  Eng- 
land, extensively  becoming  Presbyterians,  the  only  thing  erne 
they  could,  with  their  Bibles  in  their  hands,  become,  until  they 
were  suppressed  in  ISOI  by  tlie  Star  Chamber  andfligli  Comnii^ 
sion  Court ;  we  have  also  traced  the  movements  of  thoiw  wbo  at 
Plymouth,  Mass.,  in  1020,  in  almost  exact  Pi-esbytei-ial  form, 
sought 

'  Amiewllli^taldiig'!^ 

Of  hers  follow.  In  1627  Governor  Dudley  and  others  obtniwd 
a  piitent  for  that  part  of  Virginia  called  (since  1614]  New  Eng- 
land, under  the,  title  of  the  Maaaachuaetts  Bay  Compimy.  On 
June  20th,  162S,  Captain  Johji  Endicott  sailed  for  Neamheak  us 
agent,  to  preiuire  a  way  for  the  patentees. 

This  place,  Neamkeafe,  was  selected  by  a  ti'aiier,  a  ''Mr. 
Conant,  in  lfi2o,  who  conceived  that  i»  aftertinies  it  may  provB 
a  receptacle  for  .such  in  England  as,  on  account  of  rt'wiw, 
would  bo  willing  to  settle  in  these  parts  of  the  world  and  (retmii- 
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fag  that  wintrr  he)  Rivea  an  intimation  of  it  to  liia  friends  j 

SnitUntl."    (lb.,  y.  157.) 

;  Til  Nfi.mit.-iik  lie,  returned  in  1026  to  live.  Tliis  iiif.n-raatiitn 
;»1,  ;iiiil  Mus  Bi>  encduniHi'iK  Hmt  on  A|ihl  ITlli,  l'i2B,  lliu 
.  M.-v-irs,  F-iiii:iii  HiagliismiaiidSHmuel  SkelUiii  1  Bpisciiiial 
i-t>iM,  Willi  oilier  colon  isl8,  were  stnt  out  from  England  tty 

iciiiif.iimily.     |/t.,  183.) 

'i.i-..ifril;irilCtiT,  lllldlO 
I  he  ciilriiirisc  Iti  iU  re- 
:mMiii,ir  iiMil  cDiiiii^iny. 

ill.  Ililili'ishii >f  Ash- 

■  imiHUliiiice  of  llie  eii- 
>  auiee  fully  niton  tlieir 

■'V rii  iiii.iM-  i-niijnginlii  New  Lnslnnd." 

V,-  iii^,.  j.i.iirii  ;,-i,ril  uiHiii  little  further  tli»» 
:'i|>lf  {II'.,  )i.  IMi.  Hint  the  ifformiilion  of  tlia 
I'luleiivoreil  iiccmdiiig  t'l  tlie  written  won!  of 
od."  To  tUe  compiiuy'a  committee  tlicHe  two  niiruKters  siiid, 
Ve  Hre  of  one  Judgment  and  fully  ngi-eed  in  thu  »mnn«r  huw 
lrexerclM>  mir  ministi^" 

They  wei'e  cnuaeientiona  Etiiacnpiilinnn,  nnil  tiere  was  tlie  re- 
liaiiR  iri-i'in  of  the  euterpriae,  \iz. :  "  the  r^formutioii  of  the 
lurch.''  This  the  compiiny  and  chaplains  could  not  do  iti 
nslHUd,  luit  this  they  would  'Vrcf^nivir "  to  do  in  Aiuericu 
"Accunling  to  the  written  word  of  God." 
Th(>y  agreed  upnu  little  further  than  this,  hut  lipnn  this  UiCY 
rere  agreed.    As  to  their  f utnre  "  foi*m  of  churt-h  Bovernmen  t," 

Efur«  cominf!  to  New  England,  these  two  miiilstei's,  cngHged  tiy 
e  Hi-st  phiiitcrs,  liad  (it  would  seem  i  agreed  fully  ut>on  it.  as 
ho  two  told  tlie  committee  that  they  were  "  Mgrwd  and  fully  of 
Mie  jud);uienl  how  to  exercise  their  ministry." 

Un  Jiin«:Mtli.  1029,  tlieae  two  (with  two  other)  niiuistei-s,  tha 
tev.  Mi-.s3is.  Smith  and  Bright,  aiTived,  and  from  I'ttalma 
Xxvi.  2,  tijey  called  Neamkeiik,  Sulem  (Peace). 

As  we  know  what  our  Saviour  "  comniHiided  "  his  apostles,  by 
mmiiig  what  they  have  taught  his  followers  in  all  ages  "  to  ob- 
erve,"sa  we  learn  the  "general  in-iiiciple"  adopted  by  these 
aeu  uy  what  they  carried  out  and  established  :  a  new  church 
irder.  difteivnt  from  both  Presbyterianism  and  Prelacy.  For 
"July  20th,  Governor  Endicott,"  the  civil  power,  not  any  ec- 
lesliutfcal,  "seta  apart  us  a  day  of  fastinic,  prayer,  and  the  trial 
nd  filtoice  of  a  pastor  and  teacher."    Un  "  July  2Ktli  Mr.  IIig> 

Rnaoii,  beln^  desired  by  the  thirty  »sfirM:iiiti'n,  ilniws  up  a  cou- 
isiunof  fmth  and  a  covenant."  ill'..]:  V.n>.)  "On  August 
Ui,  being  Thursday,  by  the  governor 'h  ;i|>i'uiiitii»-iii  "  ,.iii  i.illwir 
liiicnaltle  only  ti>  Ilia  comjutny  ^iid  In  tin'  ll.iii'-li  lv|>isci>pul 
srown).  "after  llie  two  minlstera  had  |'n;.(lii-il,  tin'  lhhIVshIou 
iud  coveimiit  were  read  to  the  assi-mhly,  .souii'  Ihiii'  liuiidrt-d  lit 
Buoiber."  To  tliese  the  thirty  willing  to  Wgiii  a  ctiuirh  organic 
gUiou  oaaeuted,  after  wlijch  "  Mr.  UiggiuHot),  with  three  ot  four 
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of  the  gravest "  of  the  thirty  members  of  the  "society,"  perm?- 
aled  (its  was  taken  for  gr;tnteci)  with  tlie  power  of  "PifsbytBr,','' 
"proceeded  to  the  luyiiig  on  oE  liaiids^on  Mr.  Skelto'n  with 
jimyer.  This  ciuiatJtuU-s  Mr.  .Skeltun  Ilii'ir  piistur,  and  he 
atuuds  fortli  in  ii  i.ew  ji^jlit.  liis  Efr  -  '  ■  •'■  ■  ■'-■  '- 
vamped  up,  Lind  now  ii  new  apeuii.'S  of  ■ 
"pait  of  iron  and  pint  nf  I'liiv"  ia  upon  liiui.  His  w.is  hii  liiiiii 
ttie  Hrst)  American  Pi'itcst;nit  ordim.tinn.  '-ri],Mi  Mr.  Sl«l- 
ton,"  with  otiiers  of  tin-  tliii  i,y.  iMiivcya  iv  innioty  of  "  tlie  [xiftw 
i>f  our  Lord  Jeans  Clnist  "  Ihn.s  r.htained,  ■■liy  ;i  lilie  procwato 
Mr.  HiKginaou,  by  wlik'li  \\r  lui'Mnii's  tlie.ir  leaeber."  (/6i,p. 
18fl.)  A  Mr.  HoiiRhli)]]  w;ii;  llit-n  ovrtiiiiied  as  ;t  ruling  elder. 
(/''.,  p.  190.)  "  Messrs.  Skeltou  Jtml  Iligjtinaon  biivine;  1k«ii  or- 
dciiiied  by  bislinps  in  the  Cliurcli  of  England,  this  nrillnHtion  ut 
tinlvm  was  only  (tliey  any)  to  tliia  particular  flot^k  I'-umtlHl  cm 
tlieir  free  election.  But  us  there  seems  to  be  a  reiwriird  imjioM- 
lion  of  hari'h.  the  former,  on  July  2i>lh.  m^iv  nnK-  >iii>'iifv  'lifir 

lirevioua  sepjir^iIii'M   I'm-  tlic-ir  sui.  mn   r'li.i   ..i.ri   \>,i-.   ■  ;i  r 

of  AngUKt  6t.li  thr'li  Hi-hi;il  invc^,t  itilii-  I  !■! 

This  is  the  > w,.  ,,h.,:   ;uiil  Uu;   i:.  ■ 

"Gongrep::»tiiin;ili>.[n  ilii-L;an  to  t;ike  iuidj  bM'l,  J.;  i  .^i-  "  .r  >,  -.■"" 
the  light  of  day  "  in  New  England." 

It  was  not  Euro|>e»n  born  uor  even  "  seiiboni."  bnt  boni  in 
Saiem,  Massachusetts— as  was  Presbyterian  ism  in  .KTUauleiu, 
Prelacy  in  Borne  and  Protestjint  Episcopacy  in  Londim, 

As  to  the  spot  of  its  birtii  it  was  not  at  "  Plymouth  Rnci." 
but  at  "Salem."  For  commerce,  the  place  waa  judicious);  b^ 
lected  by  Mr.  Conant.  It  is  'Nm  a  timgne  of  land  two  milu  tiT 
three-quarters  of  one  mile,  between  the  North  and  South  riVOTi 
in  latitude  42^  31'  18",  in  longitude  70°  53'  63".  It  has  a  WB. 
Venient  and  well-protected  harlxir,  was  extensively  commerclili 
until  eclipsed  by  Boston  in  the  nineteenth  century,  has  high  lit- 
erary advantages  now,  some  twenty  churches,  and  a  popiuati'll 
of  about  twenty-five  thousand  souls.  There  and  then  the  tAfnl 
"  iirilpr  "  of  ecclesiastical  polity  in  Christendom  began. 

This  society  in  Salem,  which  has  been  said  to  be  "the  flret 
complete  church  organization  ever  effected  in  Nnrtii  Ameriwi" 
(f;((.7d(f'r),  "the  first  Pmitan  church  orcfiiiiized  in  Americs" 
(/.'ale/idiifr).  lias  risen  so' high  that  for  generations  the  ottidal 
successoi-s  of  those  God-fearing  men  who  ofHeiated  at  her  liirtli, 
are  elevated  hy  the  innate  nature  of  Congregational  ism  tu  tim 
plane  of  Unitarianism,  Emmanuel,  the  "I  am,"  lias  onlj  a 
name,  nothing  more,  and  no  place  on  the  original  church  site. 

SuchiBthe"Huh"of  theallCongi-ecratinn3l''linrehi'i>in  Amer- 
ica. After  these  arrangements  wfii'  ^'niuiilciMl.iis  ■■tiH"  church 
professed  to  exercise  dlsciphne  n|"iii  w:iii.hil(iiis  inr.-Mn  und  tu 
HO  hniier  read  common  prayer  (wlui'li  liml  I'l  rn  ii-;nl  I  ril  Aiiijiiat 
0th,  1629),  two  brothers,  a  lawyn-  iinJ  ii  nn'irlKMiL,  U--ii\  to 
gather  a  separate  company  and  to  reud  coTitnioii  pniyi-r,  iipoD 
which  the  Kovemor  convents  them  before  him,  and  tiiidlng  tnelt 
speeches  and  practices  tending  to  mutiny  aud  faction,  he  SOidB 
them  back  to  Engl^id."    (Pr.  andMiMi.) 
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Aa  this  colony  were  Epinoopalians  when  they  left  EtiKlandr] 
the  lawyer  iiml  iiiei-eliaiit  tliniight.  it  tn  !«  mnrfi  like  common  J 
seuaB  to  (.'<.>ii  till  lie  »o.  ;iiiil  'liil  imt  nti<lerjit'iti(l  tliis  nttwidea,  tliitJ 
Wiiy  of  rrfoiniiiii;  tin  i'mlisliiia  Episcoiwl  Church,  whidll 
siining  up  ItIhi.'  ilM-ii  CM  -  -.•-.'.d  TKHv  required  the  implicit  obe-i 
dierict-'ifrlniiiliini-ii  n>  m  il  n;;  nl  tliR  initiated. 

Tnidi'  iiiiil  I'-lisr w-i-  '■.izuliiiu'tl  in  this  colonization, hut 

thesiUirutlii'inditl  ii»L  niiilt'i'sLiiid  llic  Rev.  Mr.  HJKginson  whm  J 
hp  sitid:  "If  Hijy  nian  luiike  Inide  tu  religion,  as  thirteen  to  I 
twelve,  he  iniKtiike!)  the  cliHract«T  of  il  New  England  man,"  bo4 
they  were  "  ciiiiveiit«d  "  nnd  reshipped  for  not  making  religioail 
to  trade,  ns  tliirtepn  to  twelve.  \ 

By  vetlsels  letiimiiiR  this  nntnmn  tidings  of  the  prosperltr 
(iiOtwithtitHiidin^  niuiiy  deaths)  at  Salem,  stirred  up  others  of 
the  brethren  in  Enghmd  i  whose  yoke  unjnatly  imposed  waa 
heavy)  to  emigrate  to  America,  and  at  "  tlie  latter  end  of  1629  ft 
Congregational  church  is  by  a  pious  people  gathered  in  the  New 
I[os))ital  Hi  Plymoutli.  in  LngVand.  They  keep  a  day  of  prayer 
and  faating,  the  R«^v.  Mr.  White,  of  Dorchester  nreachea,  and 
they  choose  and  call  tlie  Rev.  Messrs.  Warham  and  Maverick  to 
ba  their  {iHlcers  and  ordain  them  nt  the  siime  time."  |P^p.  200.) 
Though  iiasociated  in  (and  by  information  carried  to)  England. 
In  a  manner  similar  to  tlie  society  at  Xeamkeak.yet  theyflua 
HiiiHi  of  tliia  new  form  of  order  in  England  and  they  hasten  to 
AmcririL  to  enjoy  its  tissotiations  in  the  only  place  In  which 
tlttBte  could  be  then  fonnd. 

"On  March  SOth.  lilSd.  these  sail  for  the  Maasarhii setts  "  [P.,, 

£204).  and  '■  on  May  80th  arrive  at  Naiitasket,  theuce  they  g» 
CluirkHtflwn."    li'.,  p.  207) 

In  ten  y«ars,  however,  it  was  curried  hack  to  England,  all  bi 
'ttie  theocracy  and  Athenian  democracy,  which  were  interwov«K 
Itito  the  Etystem  in  the  Bay,  but  were  inoiwrative  in  Gref$ 
Britnln. 

"  Un  April  7th,  Governor  Wintltrop,  with  five  other  gentle^ 
nuHtand  lite  Rev.  Geurge  Phillips,  un  Ixiard  the  ■Aralxnla.'at' 
Ynrmonth,  sign  un  liiiRible  request  of  Ills  Majesty's  loyal  buIi> 
jects,  tlie  governor  and  company  late  gone  to  New  England,  t«' 
the  fMit  of  their  brellri«ii  in  an<l  of  tin-  ( 'hurrh  ••{  jSnijland ;  for 
th«  olilaiiiing  of  tlicir  pniynii  and  the  reinoval  of  suspicions  an^' 
mhwonslniclion  of  their  intentions."  (Piintediu  London,  4tOi 
183C1.)    (/'.,p.a)5.) 

"On  .hine  12tli  tliey  arrive  in  the  Bay,  go  ashore  to  thetr 
friends  in  Siilnn  "  (P..  p.  3i!>),  and  on  "July  8th  they  keep  ii  day 
of  tti:m!';'-'.-ivh''_'(iiv.-ir'_-!i  :ill  Mn'ir  I'lnntations  for  their  exporicnc*- 

of  Ui"   I'lv!     /■      ■..  1!11.) 

"     n  of  the  Pilgrims  left  la 


Eui'i>|'<  '  I        .    .         '  i:  I'ui  ornot,  does  not  fnlly  a^ 

peiir.  l"i!  111,.  1. !    .:-.    :  ■    i  iiNfv-iiveof  our  friends,  with  their! 

ftiiutltif  .fi-rini  Ij'vrlr'ii.  l.'li  l.oiidfin  in  May  and  arrived  at  Nei 
yiynmiith  in  August,  WJU.  Tlieir  ex)H'nses  our  undert«kers  pi 
gnti*,  beside  giving  lliem  liouses,  groimds  to  pLiul  on,  ii~ 


Yoi 


APPENDICES. 


May,  all  the  expenses  of  whom  (above  £550)  the  new  Hrmouth 
undertakes  to  pay  gratis.  They  then  provide  (or  them  looii  lor 
sixteen  or  eighteen  months  befoi'e  they  have  a.  Iiurveat  of  their 
own,  which  comes  near  to  as  much  more,  a  rare  example  qE 
brotherly  love  and  Cbriatian  care  in  perfoiining  their  promiaw 
to  tbeir  brethren,  even  beyond  their  power,"  (id.,  p.  JJOl.l 
"  By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them."    (Mutt.  vii.  20.) 

This  "  colony  of  pious  people,  who  also  came  on  account  of  re- 
ligion only,  were  of  a  denomination  somewhat  different  from 
them  of  Plymouth,  who,  twenty-eight  years  before,  sepamled 
from  the  Church  of  England,  and  were  called  SemralUU,  but 
the  latter,  those  of  Massac liu setts  Bay,  witli  the  colonies  isauua 
from  them— Puritan  a— were  till  now,  1630,  m-qfesscd  nicniiBm  of 
the  Cliurch  of  EnnlamV  (P.,p.213.)  "On  June  24th,  1629, 
the  Eev.  Mr.  Bright,  with  others,  removes  to  Cbarlesloflii, 
where  he  stays  above  a  year,"  and  "  on  August  27th,  1630,  Ml, 
John  Wilson  (who  was  formerly  an  Episcopal  minister  in  Sud- 
bury), waa  there  cboaen  and  ordained  teachin([  elder,  or  pastor. 
This  was  the  ftrat  ordination  of  an  elder  in  Massacbusetls 
Bay,"  and  his  "extent  now  reaches  on  both  sides  of  the  Charlte 
river."    (P,,  p,  247,) 

Thus  increasing  with  the  using,  this  new  church  polity  contin- 
ued to  "rise,"  and  while  Mr,  Wilson,  when  installed  as  minister 
at  Charlestovm  at  the  above  date, ' '  submitted  unto  an  ordinatian 
with  an  imposition  of  such  hands  as  were  by  the  chureli  invited 
BO  to  pronounce  the  benediction  of  heaven  upon  bim,  yet  itviiB 
done  with  a.  proteetation  by  all,  that  it  should  be  only  a  siga  of 
his  ejection  to  the  charge  of  his  new  flock,  without  any  intentiaa 
that  he'should  thereby  renounce  the  ministry  lie  bad  received  iu 
England,"  {Math.  Maq.,  vol.  i.,  p,  79.J  The  next  rising  of  OiiB 
new  polity  was  in  Doreueater,  then  "Boston,  which  iasoeil  out 
of  C!iarlestowu"(J6.),then  "  succeeded  one  in  Goxbuiy,  (ben 
one  in  Lynn,  and  a  seventh  at  Watertown."    \Ib.) 

This  development  continued  as  population  merea8ed,.wid  in 
seventeen  years  "  it  was  on  many  accounts  neceaaai-y  to  them 
tomakeadeclarationof  their  church  order,"  which  they  did  in 
1648,  and  called  "tlie  Cambridge  Platform,"  The  numl;erot 
churches  in  the  Bay  colony  had  at  this  date  increased  to  thirty- 
nine.  The  ministers  and  elders,  as  they  compared  moom, 
"  committed  these  to  writing  as  the  good  hand  of  God  Dad 
moulded  them." 

"  Heuce,  the  manner  in  wliicii  Congregationalism  took  itsriw 
in  New  England,  renders  it  sullicieutly  divine,"  ( L'/ti-olifls 
OiMi-.,  vol,  i.,  No,  8,  August.  1847,) 

Although  the  Episcopalians  had  inhabited  in  Virginia  aTiovs 
twenty  years,  and  tlie  Dutch  Presbjfterians  had  occupied  in  Ne" 
York  for  some  fifteen,  and  the  Pilgrims  iiad.  Id  1020,  adopted 
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'  their  "  church  order,"  and  were  supposed  tn  be  a  church,  yet, 
by  New  Englimd  writers,  beside  those  quoted  above,  J.  ThoniHH, 
M.  D.,  and  T.  Bjildwiii,  Editors  of  "  Lippiucott's  Pronouncing 
^.Gazetteer,"  it  is  asserted  that  "tbia  was  the  first  eomplet* 
Wiurcb  organization  ever  effected  in  Korth  America."  Wtielher 
itiiis  were  true  or  not,  it  waa  undoubtedly  the  Rrat  one  of  ttiis 
ApecJeB  aa  radically,  essentially  and  forever  distinct  from,  and 
M  opposition  to  botii  Prenbyterianism  and  Prelacy. 
'  This  young  inairien  looks  very  fair.  J^et  Ler  birthday,  Thurs- 
■  4ny,  August  6tli,  1629,  be  entered  on  tbe  Calendar.  The  off- 
'«priugoF"cin;umslancea"and  of  the  invention  and  tiaawaot 

Kmn  ;  tier  progeny  (and  tiiey  are  very  many)  maintain,  tliat  "all 
hurch  power  resides  in  the  cliurcb  and  not  in  church  officers, 
nd  resides  in  each  particular  chui-ch  directly  and  originally  by 
Irtue  of  the  expre.ss  or  implied  compact  of  its  members," 
BottM  Congregnlwml  Ahnimac,  1&*7,  p.  43.)  While  this  sya- 
em  is  in  so  far  baaed  on  Divine  revelation,  as  to  say,  "  Go  to, 
et  us  make,"  "  let  ua  build,"  "  let  us  make  and  let  us  return," 
*  wewill  weithereat  nor  drinktill  wehave,"yet,it  doesnot  in- 
dude  and  fullv  represent  the  "all  Scripture  which  is  given  hy 
aspiration  of  God  and  is  all  profitable,  i-equiring  those  who  rule 
to  rule  with  diligence." 

It  is  at  best  only  ait  eclectic  theory.  If  we  can  believe  the 
brince  of  Haw  England  divines.  Jonathan  Edwards,  it  is  iiu 
**  unsettled,  independent  and  confused  way  of  churcli  govern- 
ment, while  the  Presbyterian  is  more  consistent  with  reiison, 
Ivlth  liGriptnre  and  with  the  nature  of  things."  It  is  still  "un- 
•Bttled  and  confused,"  for  their  National  Congregiitional  Coun- 
eil  of  188(1,  appointed  nine  men  to  appoint  twenty-five  others  to 
yrepare  a  creed.  This  is  a  wise  course,  and  the  denomination 
«o»ld  at  once  prove  it  to  he  so,  hy  adopting  "  the  New  England 
Primer."  which,  it  is  avowed,  "  eighUlenths  "  of  their  ministers 
tdo  not  believe.  Thia  would  be  an  honor  to  the  dead,  and  an 
lOnor  and  vast  blessing  to  their  ]>osteritvand  millions  of  others 
Df  mankind.  May  '*  the  Loi-d  hasten  it  In  his  time." 
'  Tliat  Council  also  proposed  to  have  "  a  tablet  prepared  for  the 
Rev.  John  Robinson,  u)ion  tlie  inner  walla  of  the  cathedral  of 
fe,  Peter.  In  l>eyden,  under  whose  imvement  Robinson  lies 
jboried,"  "as  neither  bust,  portrait,  nor  even  a  hint  of  his  physi- 
cal presence  remains."  Ihis  ought  to  have  been  done  genera- 
yons  iwo,  for  he  there  "  so  defended  the  truth  against  sundry 
•Amilnuitt  The»es  of  Episcopius,  as  to  cause  many  to  give  praisn 
to  tiod.  that  the  Truth  bad  so  famous  a  victory.  His  successful 
dispntatiuii  procured  him  then  much  respect  and  honor  from 
those  learned  men  and  others."    (Pr.  jV.  K.  Chron.,  p.  38.) 

Happy  would  it  be  for  themselves  and  others,  if,  as  a  monu- 
■Stent  lu  Uim,  they  would  adopt  liis  doctrioea  and  *' church 
order." 
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Article  I.— We  believe  and  confess  that  there  is  one  only 
God,  who  is  a  single  and  simple  being,  apirittml,  eternal,  invisi- 
ble, unchangeable,  iuBulte,  incomprebensible,  ineffable,  wlio 
can  do  all  things,  who  is  all  wise,  all  good,  all  just,  and  a1! 
merciful. 

II.—This  God  manifests  himself  in  this  manner  to  men,  first 
by  his  works,  as  much  by  the  creation  as  by  the  preservation 
and  conduct  of  them.  Secondly,  and  more  clearly,  by  his  word, 
which  in  the  beginniog  revealed  by  oracles,  has  li^n  since  tbm 
committed  to  writing,  by  writing  in  the  books  which  vre  call 
the  Holy  Scripture. 

III.— All  this  Holy  Scripture  is  comprised  in  the  canonical 
Iwoks  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  of  which  the  number  firi- 
lows.  The  five  books  of  Moses,  kno^vn  as  Genesis,  Exodus, 
Leviticus,  Numbers,  Deuteronomy.  Item,  Joshua,  Judgts, 
Buth,  the  first  and  second  book  of  Samuel,  tlie  Arst  and  second 
book  of  Kings,  the  first  and  second  book  of  Chronicles,  other- 
wise called  Paralipomena,  the  first  book  of  Ezra.  Item,  Nehe- 
luiab,  the  book  of  Esther.  Job,  the  Psalms  of  David,  the  Pro- 
verbs or  Sentences  of  Solomon,  the  book  of  Ecclesiastes,  called 
the  Preacher;  the  Canticles  of  Solomon.  Item,  the  book  of 
Isaiah,  Jeremiah,  Lamentations  of  Jeremiah,  Ezekiel,  Luuiel, 
Hoaea,  Joel,  Amos,  Obadiah,  Jonas,  Micah,  Nahum,  Habakku):, 
Zephaniah,  Uaggai,  Zechariah,  M^achi.  Item,  the  Holy  Gas- 
|Hd  according  to  St.  Matthew,  according  to  St.  Mark,  according 
to  St-  Luke,  and  according  to  St.  John.  Item,  the  second  boos 
of  St.  Luke,  otherwise  called  tVie  Acts  of  the  Apostles.  Item, 
the  Epistles  of  St.  Paul,  to  the  Romans  one,  to  the  UorinthianB 
two,  to  the  Galatians  one,  to  the  Epiiesians  one,  to  tbe  Fhilip- 
pians  one.  to  the  Colossians  one,  to  the  Tbessalouiaas  two,  to 
Timothy  two,  to  Titus  one,  to  Philemon  one.  Item,  the  Epis- 
tle to  the  Hebrews,  the  Epistle  of  St.  James,  the  first  and  second 
Epistle  of  St.  Peter,  the  first,  second  and  third  Epistle  of  St. 
John,  the  Epistle  of  St.  Jude.  Item,  the  Apocalypse  or  Bevela- 
tion  of  St.  John. 

iV.— We  know  these  books  to  be  Canonical,  and  the  moat 
certain  rule  of  our  faith  ;  not  so  much  by  the  common  accord 
and  consent  of  the  church,  as  by  the  testimony  and  internal 
persuasion  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  who  makes  us  to  discern  them 
from  the  other  Ecclesiastical  books,  upon  which,  though  Uiey 
may  be  useful,  one  cannot  found  any  article  of  faith. 

v.— We  believe  that  the  word  which  is  contained  in  these 
books,  has  proceeded  from  God.  from  whom  alone  It  takes  its 
authority,  and  not  from  men.  And  for  aa  much  as  it  is  the  rule 
of  all  truth,  containing  all  that  is  necessai?  for  the  service  of 
God  and  for  our  salvation,  it  is  not  lawful  to  men,  nor  even  to 
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ftnj^Is,  to  add  to,  diminish  or  alter  it.  'mience  it  follows,  th) . 
Dfitlier  autiquity,  nor  custoiqs,  nor  the  multitude,  nor  hnmaa' 
visdom,  nor  jiidgnieiits,  nor  sentences,  nor  edicts,  nor  decrees*, 
nor  councils,  nor  visions,  nor  miracles,  siiotild  be  opposed  to  this 
HoIt  Scripture  ;  but  on  the  continry  nil  thin^  should  be  exnm- 
Ined,  regulated  and  i-eformod  according  to  it.  And  following 
that,  we  acknowledge  the  three  creeds,  known  as  the  Apostles', 
the  Kicene  and  tlie  Athanasian,  because  they  are  conformed  to 
the  Word  of  God. 

VI.— This  Holy  Scripture  teaches  us  that  in  this  only  and 
gle  Divine  Being,  whom  we  have  confessed,  there  are  three  pei 
sons,  the  Father,  tlie  Son,  and  the  Holy  (JUost.  The  Fathei . 
first  cause,  principle  and  origin  of  all  things.  Tlie  Son,  his 
word  and  eternal  wisdom.  Tlie  Holy  Spirit,  his  virtue,  power 
and  efficacy.  The  Son  eternally  begotten  of  the  Father.  The 
Holy  Spirit,  eternally  proceeding  from  them  both  ;  the  thrw 

Seranns  not  confused,  but  distinct,  and  nevertheless  not  divided, 
ut  of  one  same  beinR,  eternity,  power  and  equality.  And  in 
that  we  acknowledge  what  has  ueen  determined  by  the  ancient 
csoiincils,  and  detest  all  sects  and  heresies  which  have  been 
reject«d  by  tlie  holy  doctoi-s,  as  St.  Uilaire,  St.  Athonasius,  St. 
Ambrose  and  St.  Cyril. 

VII.— We  believe  that  God  in  three  co-operating  persons,  bjf 
his  virtue,  wisdom  and  in  comprehensible  goodness,  has  create^! 
all  things,  not  only  the  heaven,  the  earth  and  all  which  is  cfyour 
tHined  therein,  but  also  the  invisible  spirits,  of  which  some  havfti 
fallen  and  stumbled  into  perdition,  others  have  persevered  iAi 
obedience.  That  the  first  being  corrupted  in  malicejareenemiMJ 
of  all  good,  consequently  of  the  whole  church.  The  second^j 
having  been  preserved  by  the  grace  of  Giod,  are  ministers  fori 
glorifying  the  name  of  God,  and  serving  in  the  salvation  of  hiWi 
elect. 

VIII. — We  believe  that  not  only  has  he  created  all  things,  but' 
IbHl  he  governs  and  conducts  them,  disposing,  ordering  accord-- 
ing  to  Ilia  will  all  that  which  is  in  the  world;  not  that  ha 
nay  be  the  author  of  evil,  or  that  sin  can  be  imputed  to  him, 
since  his  will  is  the  sovei-eign  and  infallible  rule  of  all  righteous- 
neae  and  equity :  but  he  has  admirable  means  of  employing  in 
Mich  K  manner  the  devils  and  evil  ones,  that  he  can  convert  into 
goiMl  the  evil  that  they  do,  am)  of  which  they  are  guilty.  And 
thus  in  confessing  that  nothing  is  done  without  the  provideuoe 
of  fiod,  VH  adore  in  humility  the  secrets  which  are  concestle<l 
troin  us.  without  asking  almw  our  utPHsure,  but  mther  we  apply 
to  our  DSe  what  is  shown  hs  in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  that  we  may  ■ 
btt  in  peace  and  uafety,  for  as  mncli  iis  God,  who  ha»  all  thingft  J 
subject  to  himself,  watches  over  us  with  a  ;iut«rnal  care,  so  tluift'l 
tbm  shall  not  fall  a  hair  of  our  head  without  his  will.  AniL 
meMnwhile  lie  holds  the  devibi  and  all  our  enemies  bridled,  n 


fWt,  aud  made  like  the  image  of  God,  has  by  liis 
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from  the  gracp  that  he  had  received.  And  thus  has  alienated 
himself  from  (Jod,  who  is  f  lie  f  otiufain  of  justice  and  of  sill  good, 
so  t hut  his  nature  is  whotl}[  corrupted.  And  beiug  blinded  iu 
his  syii'lt  and  depraved  in  hia  heart,  has  lost  all  integrity,  witli- 
out  having  anything  left.  And  although  he  may  still  have  some 
disci'etion  of  good  and  evil,  notwithstanding,  we  assert,  that 
that  which  lie  has  of  clearness  is  ciianged  into  darkness  when  it 
Is  a  question  of  seeking  God.  So  tliat  he  can  by  no  means  ap- 
)iroach  liim  by  his  intelUeence  and  reason.  And  xlthough  he 
may  have  a  will  by  which  be  is  incited  to  do  this  or  tliat,  never- 
theless it  is  wholly  captive  under  sin  ;  so  that  he  has  no  liberty 
to  good  but  that  which  God  gives  liim. 

X.— We  believe  that  aO  the  race  of  Adam  is  infected  witb 
such  conti^ion,  which  is  original  sin,  and  a  hereditary  vice,  and 
not  merelyan  imitation,  as  tlie  Pelagians  have  wished  to  assert, 
which  we  detest  in  tiieir  errors.  And  we  do  not  consider  that 
there  is  need  of  inquiring  how  the  sin  comes  from  one  man  to 
another,  since  it  is  enough  that  that  which  God  had  given  him 
was  not  for  him  alone,  but  for  all  his  race,  and  thus  that  in  his 
person  we  have  been  denuded  of  all  good,  and  are  fallen  into  all 
poverty  and  malediction, 

XI. — We  believe  also  that  this  vice  is  indeed  sin,  which  aiif- 
flees  to  condemn  all  mankind,  even  to  the  babes  from  the  womb 
of  the  mother,  and  that  for  such  it  is  accounted  before  God; 
even  that  after  bajitism  it  is  always  sin  as  to  tlie  misdeed,  al- 
though the  condemnation  of  it  may  be  abolished  to  the  cliildren 
of  God,  not  imgiuting  it  to  tliem  by  his  gratuitous  goodnei^. 
Moreover,  that  this  is  a  perversity,  producing  always  fruits  of 
malice  and  rebellion,  as  the  most  holy^  although  they  resist  it, 
are  not  removed  fivm  being  infected  with  inflimities  and  faults 
while  they  live  in  this  world. 

XII.— We  believe  that  from  this  general  corruption  and  con- 
demnation, into  which  all  men  are  plunged,  God  draws  out  those 
whom  in  his  eternal  and  immutable  council  he  has  elected  by 
his  goodness  and  mercy  only,  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Clirist.  without 
consideration  of  their  works,  leaving  othei-s  in  this  same  corrup- 
tion andcoudemiiationtoshowin  them  bis  justice,  as  in  the  firat 
he  makes  to  apiiear  the  riches  of  his  mercy.  For  the  one  are  not 
better  than  the  others,  until  that  God  discerns  them,  according 
to  his  immutable  council  which  he  has  determined  in  Jesus 
Christ  before  the  creation  of  the  world ;  and  none  also  can  gain 
admittance  to  such  good  of  his  own  power,  since  from  our  na- 
ture we  cannot  have  a  single  good  emotion,  nor  affection,  nor 
thought,  until  that  God  has  prepossessed  and  disposed  us  to  it. 

XIII.— We  believe  that  in  Jesus  Christ  himself  all  that  was 
required  for  our  salvation  has  been  offered  and  revealed  to  us. 
Who  being  ^iven  for  our  salvation  has  been  made  to  us  at  the 
same  time  wisdom,  righteousness,  sanctiti cation  and  redemption, 
so  that  in  declining  him  one  renounces  the  mercy  of  the  Father, 
in  whicli  only  he  grants  us  to  have  refuge. 

XIV.— We  believe  that  Jesus  Christ,  being  the  wisdom  of  God 
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nnd  his  eternal  Son,  has  worn  our  flesh  in  order  to  be  God  and 
man  iu  outi  |>ersou,  even  ninn  aimiUtr  to  us,  passible  in  body  and. 
In  mind,  except  (in)  as  much  as  ho  was  pure  from  alt  stain. 
And  as  to  liis  humau  nature,  that  he  was  the  true  seed  of  Abra- 
ham and  of  David,  although  he  was  conceived  by  t)ie  secret 
power  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  In  which  we  detest  all  the  heresies 
wtiicli  liave  anciently  troubled  the  churches,  and  specially  also 
the  diabolical  imajjlnations  of  Servet,  wliicli  attributed  to  the 
Lord  JeauB  a  fantastic  divinity,  for  ns  much  as  he  asserts  him  to 
Ix;  the  idea  and  patron  of  all  things,  and  calls  him  personal  or 
fllfuratlve  Son  of  God,  and  finally  invents  him  a  body  of  ttiree 
eternal  elements,  thus  mixing  anti  destroying  both  natures. 

XV.— We  believe  tliat  in  one  »inie  person,  known  as  Jesus 
Christ,  the  two  natures  are  truly  and  insejiarabl}'  conjoined  and 
Uuited.dweUidg  nevertheless  each  nature  in  its  distinctproperty, 
90  thut  whereas  in  this  union  the  Divine  nature,  retaining  Its 
property,  has  remained  uncreated,  inllnite,  and  filling  all  things ; 
also  the  human  nature  has  remained  finite,  having  its  form, 
measure  and  property,  and  even  alttiough  Jesus  Christ  in  rising 
again  from  the  dead  liaa  civen  immortality  to  his  body,  never- 
theless be  has  not  removed  from  it  the  verity  of  its  nature.  And 
thus  we  regard  him  in  such  a  manner  in  his  divinity,  that  we  do 
not  divest  him  of  Ids  humanity, 

XVI.— We  believe  tliat  God,  in  sending  his  Son,  has  desired 
to  show  his  love  and  inestimable  goodness  towards  ua,  in  giving 
him  up  to  death,  and  raising  him  again  from  the  dead,  in  order 
to  accomplish  all  justice,  aud  that  we  may  obtain  celestial  life. 

XVII.— We  believe  that  by  the  unique  sacrifice  that  the  I^ord 
Jhus  Christ  lias  offered  on  the  cross,  we  are  reconciled  to  God, 
that  we  may  be  held  and  accounted  righteous  before  him ;  bc- 
ninse  we  caimot  be  agreeable  to  him,  nor  partaliers  of  his  adop- 
tion, except  ill  as  much  as  he  pardons  us  our  sins  and  effaces 
ibem.  Thus  we  protest  that  Jesus  Christ  is  our  entire  and  per- 
fect absolution,  that  in  his  death  we  have  complete  satisfaction, 
to  acquit  us  of  uiir  crimes  and  iniquities,  of  which  we  are  guilty 
and  can  only  lie  delivei^ed  by  this  remedy. 

XVIII.— we  believe  that  all  our  righteousness  is  founded  in 
the  remission  of  our  sins,  as  also  this  is  our  only  happiness,  asi 
David  says,  this  is  why  we  reject  all  other  means  of  being  able  to 
vindicate  ourselves  before  God  ;  and  without  presuming  any  vir- 
tue or  merits,  we  simply  lay  hold  upon  the  obeiiiencc  of  Jeeiis 
Christ,  which  is  gmntefl  m.  as  much  in  order  to  cover  nil  our 
faults  as  to  mnlce  us  find  grace  and  favor  before  (lOd.  And  In 
taalily,  we  IwUeve  that  In  declining  this  fomidntjon  as  little  ~' 


I 


rceablfl  with  (lOd  initll  we  are  fully  persuad(>d  nf  lieinB 
J.« -        -'■    -■    -       ■    -    •  -^ 

ourselves. 


Itn-nJ  In  jeshs  Christ,  si ncu  wii  are  worti 


ly  persu 
;liy  of  I] 


XIX.— We  l)eiluv<!  thai  It  is  tjy  thin  means  that  we  have  ttie 
lUwrty  and  privilege  of  invoicing  God,  with  full  promise  that  he 
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will  show  himself  our  Father.  For  we  sTimild  not  have  any  ac- 
cess to  the  Father  if  we  did  cot  address  (him)  by  this  Mediator. 
And  that  we  ma;  be  heard  i[i  his  name,  it  is  necessary  to  hold 
our  life  from  him  as  from  our  heud. 

XS.— We  believe  that  we  ate  made  partakers  of  this  right- 
eousness by  faith  only  ;  aa  it  is  said,  that  he  has  suffered  to  pur- 
chase our  salvation  In  order  that  whosoever  believes  in  him 
should  not  perish.  And  that  this  is  done,  for  as  much  as  the 
promises  of  life,  which  are  given  us  in  him,  are  adapted  to  out 
use,  and  in  experiencinif  the  effect  when  we  accept  them,  not 
doubting  hut  beiDgaBsured  by  the  mouth  of  God,  we  shall  not 
be  disapixiinted.  Thus  the  rigliteousneas  which  we  obtain  hy 
faith  depends  upon  the  voluntary  promises  by  which  God 
declares  and  testifies  to  us  that  he  loves  us. 

XXI.— We  believe  that  we  are  enlightened  in  the  faith  by  the 
secret  grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  so  that  this  is  a  free  and  special 

f[ift  which  God  grants  to  those  whom  he  thinks  fit,  so  that  be- 
Levers  have  nothing  to  glory  in  of  it,  being  doubly  bound  be- 
cause they  have  beeu  preferred  to  the  others.  Also  that  faith  la 
not  merely  given  for  a  time  to  the  elect,  in  order  to  bring  them 
into  the  good  way,  but  to  make  them  continue  in  it  also  unta 
the  end.  For  aa  it  is  in  God  to  make  the  beginning,  it  is  also  iu 
him  to  Snlah. 

XXII.— We  believe  that  by  this  faith  we  are  regenerated  in 
newness  of  life,  beiug  naturally  subjected  to  sin.  Wow  we  re- 
ceive by  faith  the  griice  to  live  holily  and  in  the  fear  of  God,  by 
acceptnig  the  promise  which  is  given  us  by  the  gospel,  knowing 
that  God  will  give  ns  his  Holy  Spirit.  Thus  faith  not  only  does 
not  cool  the  desire  for  good  and  holy  living,  but  engenders  and  ex- 
cites it  in  ua,  necessarily  producing  good  works.  Finally,  ftU 
thongh  God,  in  order  to  accomplisli  our  salvation,  regenerates 
us,  reforming  us  io  well-doing,  nevertheless  we  confess  that  the 
good  works,  which  we  do  by  the  direction  of  his  Spirit,  do  not 
come  into  account  to  justify  us,  or  to  merit  that  God  take  us  for 
his  children,  because  we  should  be  always  floating  in  doubt  and 
alaim,  if  nur  consciences  did  not  rest  on  the  atonement  by  which 
Jesus  Christ  has  acquitted  us. 

XXIII.— We  believe  that  all  the  figures  of  the  Law  have  ter- 
minated In  the  coming  of  Jesus  Christ.  But  although  the  cere- 
monies are  no  longer  in  use,  nevertheless  the  substance  and  reiiU 
ity  of  it  has  remained  to  us  In  the  person  of  him  in  whom  lies  all 
Ciilfllment,  Moreover,  it  is  necessary  to  assist  ourselves  with  the 
liiwand  the  prophets,  as  much  to  regulate  our  life  aa  to  be  coo- 
lirmed  in  the  promises  of  the  gospel. 

XXIV.— We  believe,  since  .Jesus  Christ  is  given  ua  for  oar 
only  Advocate,  and  that  he  commiinds  us  to  go  privately  in  his 
uame  to  his  Father;  and  even  that  it  is  not  lawful  f or  ua  to 
pray  except  in  following  the  form  which  God  has  taught  us  by 
ills  word  ;  that  all  that  men  have  imagined  of  the  inl^rcesslon 
of  dead  saints  is  only  the  ern)r  and  deception  of  Satan,  in  ord« 
'o  mislead  men  with  the  form  of  praying  right.    We  reject  aia> 
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all  other  menns  which  men  prpsurae  to  have  in  ordpr  to  redeem 
themselves  towards  God,  ns  deroftntory  to  the  siicriSce  o(  the 
death  and  passion  of  JesiisCliriat.  Finiilly.wn  hold  |Hir){Htory  for 
an  illusion  proceeding  from  tliia  aame  shop ;  from  wliieh  have  also 
proceeded  monastic  vows,  pil(;rimnges.  pi'ohibitions  of  marriage, 
and  of  the  nseoC  meats,  cevemon  ions  observation  of  days,  auricu- 
lar confession,  indulKences,  and  all  other  snch  things  b;  which 
one  thinks  to  merit  grace  and  salvation.  Which  tninfcs  we  re- 
ject, not  only  for  the  false  opinion  of  merit  whicli  is  attached  to 
them,  but  also  because  they  are  human  inventious,  which  im- 
pose slavery  on  the  consciences. 

XXV".— Now,  because  we  enjoy  Jesus  Christ  ont^  by  the  ros- 
pd,  we  believe  that  the  order  of  tlie  church,  wliich  has  )>een 
established  in  his  authority,  should  be  sacred  and  inviolable, 
consequently  that  the  church  cannot  exist  if  there  are  nut  pas- 
tors wno  may  h)ive  the  chaise  of  teaching,  whom  one  sluxild 
ItORor  and  attend  with  reveivnce,  when  they  ara  duly  citlledt 
and  exercise  faithfully  their  olUce.  Not  that  Ood  should  be 
bound  to  such  aids  or  inferior  means :  but  because  it  pleases  him 
to  keep  US  under  such  check.  In  which  we  detest  all  fantastics, 
who  would  greatly  desire,  as  far  as  in  them  is.  to  destroy  tha 
tninistry  and  preaching  of  the  word  of  God  and  the  Micramenta, 

XXVl-— We  helii-ve,  therefore,  that  no  person  should  retiro 
apart,  and  be  satislled  with  bis  pei-son.  but  that  all  tcKettaer 
Mioiihl  keep  and  presei*ve  tlie  unanimity  of  the  cinirch,  submits 
ting  to  common  instruction  and  to  the  yoke  of  Jenus  Christ, 
and  that  in  any  place  where  God  shall  have  established  a  true 
ordar  of  church,  although  the  magistrates  and  their  edicts  may 
be  contrary  to  them,  and  that  all  those  wlio  do  not  side  there- 
with or  separate  fmm  it  oppose  the  ordinance  of  God. 

XXVI  l.~ Nevertheless  we  believe  that  it  is  proiwr  to  discern 
carefully,  and  with  prudence,  what  is  the  true  church,  because 
too  much  they  abuse  this  title.  We  assert  then,  following  the 
word  of  God,  that  it  Is  the  comiianv  of  the  faithful  who  ugr«9 
to  follow  this  word  and  the  pure  I'^l^gion  wliich  procet<dB  nom 
It,  and  who  proBt  from  it  all  the  time  of  their  life,  growinic  and 
Strengthen iiig  tlieniselvcs  in  the  fear  of  God.  accordiutr  as  they 
tiKve  Bewl  of  advancing  and  of  marching  always  fnitlier  on. 
Also,  alttiough  they  strive  and  it  Is  granted  to  them  to  have  in- 
cewtant  recourse  in  the  remission  of  their  sins,  iieverlhrless  w« 
do  notdeuythat  among  tlm  faithful  there  may  not  Ix- hyiiotriles 
and  reprobates  from  whom  wickedness  ciuinot  efface  the  title 
of  theeliurch. 

XXVIll.  -Under  thisUlii'f  wi- protest  that  there  where  tha 
vordof  G(k1  is  tint  itr..n'i-i|,iiinl  where  the  J  make  uo  iirofesslon 
«f  RulHnittlng  Ui  ii.  ;>ii<l  uiii'K'  ilit'ii'  is  no  iiHikge  iif  the  wcr»- 
Bionts.  to  vprak  ]ii-<i|><'rK  mu-  r-.niwii  judgc  that  thirre  is  any 
church,  Cou»'iiui'iiiK  w  I'miUintn  tlio  aa.'o-mbllM  of  tlia 
Papacy,  since  tlie  pmi-  iiuth  or  <ioil  is  iKiuishi-d  from  them,  in 
whtrU  th»  aaiM'^mitiits  art*  curriipti-d,  weaki-tiiil,  fidnilltid,  or 
deatfWjfed  eutliely ;  and  in  wiiicb  all  suiH:ntlitioiia  and  idoliw 
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tries  are  the  fashion.  "We  hold,  therefore,  that  all  those  who 
nre  concerned  in  audi  acta  and  ci)tiimmiic;it«  with  them,  part 
wilU  and  retrench  tlie  body  of  Jesus  Clirist,  Nevertheless,  he- 
cause  tbere  yet  remiiins  some  little  trace  of  the  church  in  the 
Papacy,  and  also  as  the  vii*tue  and  substance  of  baptism  hua 
continued  in  it,  besides  that  the  efficacy  of  biiptism  does  not  de- 

Kad  on  him  who  administers  it ;  we  actcnowledge  those  who  are 
pti7^  there  have  no  need  of  a  second  baptism.  Hmvever.on 
account  of  the  corruptions  which  are  there,  one  cannot  present 
children  to  tliem  without  polluting  one's  self, 

SXIX.— As  to  the  true  church,  we  believe  that  it  should 
be  governed  Jiccording  to  the  polity  which  uur  Liird  Jesua 
Christ  has  established  ;  this  is  that  there  be  pastors,  overseers, 
and  deacons,  to  the  end  that  pure  doctrine  may  have  its  course, 
that  vice  may  be  punished  and  restmined,  and  that  the  )ioot 
and  all  others  amicted  may  be  succoured  in  their  necessities, 
and  that  assemblies  may  be  made  in  the  name  of  God,  in 
which  great  and  small  may  be  edified. 

XXX.— We  believe  all  'true  pastors,  in  any  place  tliat  they 
may  be,  to  have  the  same  authority  and  equal  power  under  one 
sole  chief,  sole  sovereitni,  and  sole  universal  bishop.  Jesua 
Christ;  and  for  this  cause  that  no  church  should  pretend  any 
power  or  lordship  over  another, 

XXXI.— We  believe  that  no  one  should  take  upon  himself  of 
his  own  authority  to  govern  the  church  ;  but  that  that  should 
be  done  by  election,  because  it  is  possible  and  as  God  permits  it. 
Which  exception  we  add  thereto  specially,  because  it  has  bera 
necessary  sometimes,  and  even  in  onr  time  (in  which  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  church  wks  interruiited),  that  God  should  bava 
raised  up  people  in  an  exti'aordinary  manner,  in  order  asain  to 
erect  the  church,  which  was  in  rum  and  desolation.  But  al- 
thou);h  it  may  be  so,  we  believe  that  it  is  necessary  always  to 
Bobmit  to  this  rule,  That  all  pastors,  overseers  and  deacons  shall 
have  proof  of  being  called  to  their  office. 

XXXII.~We  believe  also  that  it  is  good  and  pivDlitable  that 
those  who  are  appointed  to  be  superintendents  consider  among 
themselves  what  means  they  should  take  for  the  government  of 
the  whole  body,  and  at  the  same  time  that  they  by  no  means 
slum  that  which  has  been  deUvered  to  ns  by  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  Which  does  not  prevent  that  there  sliould  not  be  any 
special  ordinances  in  each  place,  according  as  convenience  re* 
quires  it. 

XXXIII.— Nevertheless  weexchide  all  human  inventions,  and 
all  laws  wiiieh  one  would  wisli  to  introduce  under  the  shadow 
of  the  service  of  God,  by  which  they  would  desire  to  bind  con- 
sciences; but  we  receive  only  what  malies  and  is  proper  for 
nourishing  concord,  and  to  hold  every  one,  from  the  lirst  to  the 
last,  in  obedience.  In  which  we  have  to  follow  what  our  Lord 
Jesus  has  proclaimed  as  ti)  excommnnication,  which  we  approve 
and  confess  to  be  necessary  with  all  its  appurtenances. 

XXXIV.— We  believe  that  the  sacraments  are  added  to  the 
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word  for  more  ample  eonflrmatioti,  in  order  to  be  to  iis  as 
IflwlRpfl  and  tokens  of  the  grace  of  God,  and  liy  this  menna  to 
aid  and  relieve  our  faith,  nn  Account  of  thp  inflrniity  and  riide- 
neM  which  ia  in  us;  and  tliat  tliey  are  nio  fur  outward  siRns,  that 
God  openUea  liy  tliem  in  tiie  power  of  his  Spirit,  in  order  Uu»t 
notliinp  in  tliem  Hif^niiieH  to  iininvaln;  mve  lilies  less  we  liotd 
thMt  all  their  Hubfitance  and  reality  is  in  Jeoua  Clirist,  and  if  ons 
settKTttte  them,  tliere  is  no  more  anything  but  shudow  and 
Bmiil(«. 
XXXV.— We  aeknowledKe  of  tliem  only  two.  pommon  to  alt 


bntly  of  Clirist,  that  we  innv  be  washed  and  cleansed  by  hi. 
bbKMl,  and  then  renewed  in  holinesn  nf  life  by  his  Holy  .Spirit, 
V«  hold  iilso,  althiniRh  we  may  be  bapti7.f(i  but  once,  that  the 
benefit  which  is  signiliiHl  in  itto  us  isextended  tolifeand  death, 
in  order  that  we  may  luivo  a  permanent  sigiuitnre  that  Jesua 
ChriRt  will  be  to  im  nlwayii  righteousness  and  saiiclincation. 
How,  althnngli  th^s  may  bea  siicriunent  of  faith  and  re;)entance, 
nfverUiflnw  lirciiuse  Ood  received  in  his  church  the  babea  with 
their  r»thei-s.  we  ansert  tliat  the  infanta  b^otteu  of  believers 
ouBht  t"  lie  hai'tia'd. 

XXXVI.—  We  confess  that  the  holy  Lord's  Supiier  (which  fa 
th*  second  nncrament)  is  to  us  a  witness  of  the  union  which  we 
llHVft  With  .jHsns  Christ ;  for  as  much  as  he  has  not  mPrely  once 
dM  and  risen  aguin  for  us,  but  also  tnilv  restorer  and  nourishes 
UB  with  his  flesh  iind  with  his  blood,  in  tliat  we  may  l>e  one  with 
him  ;  And  that  his  life  may  Im  common  to  iis.  Now,  although 
)w  may  be  iu  heaven  nntif  tlial  he  comes  to  judite  the  wh^e 
mitli,  nevertheless  we  believe  tliiit  by  the  s«rel  and  ineompre- 
lienaible  power  of  his  Spirit,  he  nonrlslies  and  invigonitee  us 
with  the  substance  of  his  lx>dy  and  his  blood  We  holil,  indeed, 
Uuit  this  ia  done  spiritually,  not  in  order  to  put  Instead  of  [ter- 
formance  and  renhty,  imaginHtioii  or  thought ;  but  for  as  much 
HH  this  mystery  excels  in  its  highness  the  measure  of  our  jud^- 
nwnt,  and  the  whole  oi'der  of  mankind.  In  short,  because  it  is 
ll«HVenly.  it  can  only  be  apprehended  by  faith. 

XXXViI.-Wb  belie^-e  (as  it  ha*  la-en  said)  that  as  much  in 
the  l^onl's  Supjier  as  in  liiiptinm,  Gml  gives  iis  truly  and  in  ef- 
fpct  that  which  he  represents  there.  And  conse(|uently  we  unito 
With  the  symbols  the  niil  tHMwcsiiinn  auil  enjoyment  of  what  ia 
there  presented  to  us.  And  thus  all  those  who  bring  to  the  liolv 
tnble  of  Christ  a  pure  faith,  as  a  vesael  receive  truly  that  which 
the  aymbols  testify  to  them ;  that  is  that  tlis  bo<ty  and  the  blood 
of  Jesus  ('hnst  serve  no  kwi  for  meat  and  drink  to  the  soul,  Ittail 
the  hrea<l  and  w[iie  do  to  the  biidy. 
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iiig  of  our  w.iil  in  the  Uoim)  of  .lesus  Clirist,  liy  the  ell)<^acy  of  his 
Kpirit.  and  that  lu'eiul  hikI  wine  being  ^iven  to  un  In  the  l/ird4 
buptwr  Huvv  iudewl  tor  apiritual  nourialuueut,  fur  lu  luudi  ua 


608  APPENDICES. 

they  show  us  aa  to  the  eye,  the  flesh  of  Jesns  Christ  to  "be  to  wi 
our  meat,  and  hisbtood  our  drink,  And  we  reject  the  faDtaaths 
jind  heretics  who  are  not  willing  to  receive  such  signs  and  to- 
hens,  since  our  Lord  Jesus  pronounced,  "This  is  my  body,  and 
this  Clip  is  iDj  blood." 

XXXIX.— We  believe  that  God  desires  that  the  world  sbooU 
be  Koverned  by  laws  and  polity,  that  there  may  be  some  curb  to 
restrain  the  inordinate  appetites  of  the  world.  And  thus,  that 
lie  has  established  kingdoms,  republics,  and  all  other  kinds  d 
principalities,  whether  hereditary  or  otherwise,  and  all  that 
which  appertains  to  thestateof  justice,  and  desires  tu  be  recog- 
nized Author  of  them  ;  for  this  reason  he  has  put  the  sword  in 
the  hand  of  the  ma^^istrates  to  subdue  the  sins  committed  not 
only  against  the  second  table  of  the  commandments  of  God,  but 
also  against  the  llrst.  It  is  necessai'y,  therefore,  for  his  sake 
that  not  only  one  suffers  that  suierior's  rule,  but  also  that  one 
honor  them  and  hold  them  in  all  reverence,  holding  them  as  his 
lieutenants  and  oflicers,  whom  he  has  apininted  to  exercise  a 
leftitimate  and  holy  charffe. 

XL.— We  hold,  therefore,  that  it  is  necessary  to  submit  to 
their  laws  and  statutes,  paying  tributes,  iniiiosts,  and  otlier  du- 
ties, and  to  wear  the  yoke  of  subjection  with  a  good,  and  sincere 
will,  although  they  should  be  nnfaithfut,  provided  that  the  sov- 
ereign authority  of  God  remains  in  its  entireness.  Thus,  we 
detest  those  who  would  wish  to  reject  supeiiorities,  make  com- 
muuity  and  confusions  of  goods,  and  reverse  theorder  of  ju^"  ~ 
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"Geneva  was  a  part  of  ancient  Gaul,  and  worshipped  Tu» 
mis.  At  or  before  the  Ite formation,  there  were  in  it  .seven  papal 
churches.    The  Reformation  was  estabhshed  in  it  in  1.535. 

"In  Berne,  it  w;is  established  by  the  magistrates  in  1.523. 
Fmment  (In  English,  wheat)  set  up  n  school  in  Geueva.  and  in 
it  taught  the  I'rot^stinit  religion.  On  January  1st,  1533,  great 
cniwils  tried  to  bear  Froment.  The  Lord's  Snpiiei'  was.  for  tlie 
first  time,  dispensed  there  by  John  Guerin,  who  whs  afterwards 
minister  of  Neufchatel,  in  Switzerland. 

''  In  ISoI.an  Italian  Protestant  church  was  gathered  In  Geneva, 
and  a  while  after,  a  Spanish  church.  Ruling  eldei-s  are  cboseii 
and  propounded,  as  ministers  are,  for  a  fortnigbt,  and  tlnte  aek- 
ings,  it  thei'e  are  an^  objections  to  tbeir  ordination  ?  None  are 
ontained  in  the  ministry  before  they  are  twenty-live  years  oW. 
They  preach  without  notes,  with  their  hats  ou.  First  a  prayer, 
tiien  ai)Halm.  A  person  appouited  sets  the  psalm  with  notes. 
The  psalms  are  sung  in  order,  from  first  to  last,  and  then  titer 
begin  with  the  Hrat  psalm  again.  At  marriage,  the  bride  and 
bridegntom  are  di-essed  in  black.  Cliildren  are  alwiiys  baptized 
at  churcli.  They  observe  tlie  Lord's  Sup|»er  four  times  eadi 
yeai,  and  receive  tbe  communion  stUTuImy.^' 
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PrMljji*i1ui.  iba  Rrfurand, 


idiHafurinaiSn^ , 
•.  intHTiiiiHi.  zm^ot. 

n>.>IJnly«th,i:TII,lU  — 
P.  UmlAml,  tin. 


OMmlnl  Pnaliytni 


ppMfi.li>>.  K':.  iiK.  iii«.iun.:ii2..tM,  Mn 

PlIarllK  r-lthuf,  U,  47^^  cbun:b»<it.ut,  II. 
I^lnii.  T>nluni  at,  lU,  IH,  lut. 

■■rwiirunil  I  l.luilnn  gr<l*r*d,  t». 


QUHD  (nil  liUhofi  H 


KT  PiM .  ■  UKiilun  unonc,  M«.  Ml 
RyFKSIr  oiij  Bnmifl.  W4,  SHI.  Sti. 
U>W.K.'V,J..'J7l), 


lrn>Mla.  l>ijiiln-iLdWllMr 
U,™Lni.M.7"l,'4w! 


"  lUiullurj.  ISvuig>Uisl,"  Bjr*,  4T0. 
Biilddhl,  ■.  cMinui  ar  iiHliir,  4«S. 


612 


INDEX. 


Scotch-Iritli,  4143, 46, 47, 49, 66. 

Synod,  14-18. 

Synod,  its  "decrees,"  18. 

Synod,  who  constituted  it,  18. 

Sectarian  rancor,  139. 

Syno<l,  plan  of,  163, 165, 167, 168, 193. 

Standards  subscribed,  118. 

Star  Chamber  dissolved  Presbyteries,  15. 

Scotland,  Church  of,  a  general  plan,  135. 

Scotland,  Church  of,  B(K»k  of  Discipline,  136. 

Stone  and  Hooker,  81. 

Slavery,  184. 

Sabbath,  American,  190. 

Sylvester,  212. 

Synod,  A.  R.,  257,  276,  297,  307, 309. 

Sessions,  the  safety  of  church,  293. 

Sects  in  Rhode  Island  aud  Maine,  298. 

Second  Church,  Newburyport,  309. 

Society,  Fedenil  street,  317,  320. 

Swedenborgians,  335. 

Sloan,  Rev.  Wm.,  345. 

Shields,  Mr.  R ,  345. 

Stamford,  Coming,  B.,  B.,  Halsey,  383. 

Scotch  praeching  wanted,  389. 

Servants  at  times  allured,  391. 

Session,  records  of  a  decomposed,  397. 

Sworn  official,  a,  404. 

Shurtleff,  Mayor,  patches  up  a  stone,  409. 

Skinner,  Rev.  Dr.,  413. 

Saunderson,  Rev.  Jos.,  413. 

S<JUth  Boston,  425. 

Smith,  Rev.  P.  T.,  428,  465. 

Seed  sown,  results  correspond,  459. 

Selections,  subversive,  468. 

Service,  Rev.  J.,  469. 

Stewart,  Kev.  A.  S.,  470. 

Temples,  Parker's  and  Paine's,  463. 

Theocracy,  a,  established.  7. 

Trinity,  the  doctrine  of,  dropped,  288. 

Thompsou,  Kev.  Thos.,  78. 

Thumpson,  Rev.  J.,  his  overture  in  1728, 135. 

Thompson,  Rev.  J.  L.,  4(56. 

Taggai  t,  S.,  applies,  1G5,  166,  311,  328. 

Tariffsville,  381. 

Towns,  Presbyterian,  204. 

Thorapsonville,  378,  380. 

Town  meetings  vote  out  the  Psalms,  272. 

Truro,  Nova  Scutia,  169. 

Toombs,  313. 

Town  meet'gs  in  L.  opened  with  prayer,  348. 

Timlow,  Rev.  H.  R.,  374. 

Thompson,  Rev.  R.  G.,  381. 

ThompsouviUe,  A.  R.  church  in,  385-388. 


T.,  Mrs.,  391 ;  her  hnsband,  392. 
Truth  not  safe  on  earth,  399. 
Tbomas,  Rev.  A.,  414. 
Taunton,  418. 
Thompson,  Rev.  S.  P.,  424. 
Taylor,  Elder  John,  425. 
Theory  of  Congregationalism,  8. 
Turnbuli,  Rev.  J.  H.,  465. 

Universal  salvation,  229. 
Unitirianisnf,  330,  331. 
Ursuline  nuns,  334,  335. 
Urquhart,  Rev.  John,  162, 165,  214. 

Vermont,  321 ;  Pres.  constituted,  346,  469. 
Yoluntowu,  Ct.,82, 126;  and  Mr.  Dorrance, 

127. 
Visitations,  pastoral,  164. 
Vow  of  mombeis  of  Wr.  Assembly,  20. 
Vast  events,  20. 

Visitation  a  Presbyterial  one,  234. 
Vamped,  "the  imitations,"  295. 
Version,  Bay  State,  309,  316. 
Voted,  62  to  11,  to  sell  our  land,  402. 
Versions,  new,  467. 

Wallace,  Rev.  A.  G.,  428. 

Wallace,  Rev.  D.  A.,  408,  420. 

Watts'  "imitations"  since  1741, 154,  201. 

Wandsworth,  first  Pres.  in  England  at,  14. 

Walker,  Rev.  iCacli.,  77. 

Westminster  Confession  adopted,  136. 

Wheeler,  Samuel,  149, 157. 

Whitaker,  Salem  admitted,  154, 162, 212, 286. 

Willis  quoted,  62. 

Williams  and  Skclton  afraid,  18. 

Woodbridge  first  born  of  llarvaid,  19. 

Worcester,  52,  54,  61,  89. 

Windham,  130,  131,  3.53,  367. 

Williams,  S.,  called,  131 ;  withdraws,  196. 

Waxhaw,  S.  C,  179. 

WaUlenses,  13. 

West-running  brook,  51,  364. 

Whitefield,  96,  97. 

Wheel. )ok,  a  letter  to,  222. 

White  Creek,  N.  Y.,  223. 

Washington,  Pres,  at  East'd  address,  240. 

Wilson,  Mrs,  Agne<,  264,  350. 

West  Derry,  "a  felt  want,"  294. 

Wilsons,  Kev.  S,  M.  and  R.  Z.,  345. 

Wilkinsonville,  426. 

Williamson,  Rev,  James,  426. 

What  God  honors,  463,  464. 


While  we  regret  to  omit  part  of  Appendix  C,  and  all  of  D  and 
E,  we  find  they  are  too  long  for  insertion,  and  would  not  proba- 
bly be  of  deep  interest  to  the  commou  reader. 
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THE  BORROWER  WILL  BE  CHARGED 
THE  COST  OF  OVERDUE  NOTinCATION 
IF  THIS  B(X)K  IS  NOT  RETURNED  TO 
ryE  LIBR.\RY  ON  OR  BEFORE  THE  LAST 
l),^TE  STAMPED  BELOW. 


